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What Our Readers Write
A HUMAN DOCUMENT.

“ I wonder liow many of your enthusiastic readers wou'd spend their last fifteen 
cents for that most wonderful magazine, the P o p u l a r ? 1 am a Canadian by birth, 
and have only been in the United vStates for a very short time. About a week after 
my arrival I was the victim of pickpockets, and they got my pocketbook containing 
all the money I had, barring a little loose change. I had been unable to secure work 
of any kind and had to pawn what few valuables I possessed to keep alive. On 
Tuesday, April 7tli, I had just twenty-five cents left, and I bought coffee and cake 
for lunch, which cost me ten cents, and then I saw the new P o p u l a r  displayed on 
the news stands. I could not resist the temptation to buy it—it seemed like a friend 
from home. I felt I had a treasure and was just as happy as a little child with its 
first big doll . . . Wishing you all the success that you most certainly deserve, and 
hoping I may strike something which will enable me to get the next number, I beg 
to remain, etc.” —Prom a letter written by one whose name is withheld fo r  obvious 
reasons.

SUGGESTS AN “ OLD HOME”  NUMBER.
“ Xow that I have read the magazine f r the past four years, I feel that it is about 

time for me to put in my little word of praise and of blame. I think the P o p u l a r  

is the best all-fiction magazine on the market to-day . . . Why not make up a 
special number of the magazine containing nothing but stories by the old favorites? 
I am sure it would make a hit with your old and new readers alike. Just imagine 
Sinclair, Ferguson, Bower, Fielding, Chisholm, Paine, Whitlock, Rowland, Oppen- 
lieini, Buck, Chester, Mac Lean, Child, Lyndeand Bronson-Howard all in a specially 
advertised number! Help, help, I ’m growing dizzy at the thought!” —From a letter 
written by Ccorge Nathan, St. Louis, Mo.

THIS LITTLE GIRL KNOWS GOOD THINGS.
‘ ‘My brother has taken the P o p u l a r  for nine years, and I like it fine. I think 

it is the best ever. I like B. M. Bower’s work, especially the Happy Family stories. 
I certainly would like him to write some more alxmt them. The ‘Movies Man’ was 
great, and I was pleased to see there would be another story about the Bum Club in 
the next issue. I like Burton 1C. Stevenson’s stories. I could hardly wait to get all 
of the ‘Mind Master.’ That story was just swell. I wish he would write some l̂iore 
mystery stories. He certainly knows how. Another author I am foml of is Ralph 
1). Paine. His ‘Campus Rebellion’ was fine. I have a little brother eleven, years 
old who enjoys the P o p u l a r  as much as I do.” —From a letter written by Nellie 
Maude Her in, Murphysboro, III.
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MURAD
THE TURKISH C I G A R E T T E

I O O % P U R E
T U R K I S H
T O B A C C O

Th©
New

“ Arrow”

1914-
Mode! New

Motorcycle

T y p e .
Remarkable new  im provem ents m ake the 1914 A rrow ”  a

positive wonder fo r  speed, com fort and easy riding. Latest 
Eagle  easy m otorcycle saddle—N ew  D eparture coaster b r a k e -  
special m otorcycle pedals—m otorcycle nandbars w ith long rub­
ber grips—imported anti-friction chain— reinforced m otorcycle  
fram e—beautiful finish. A l l  sizes fo r  boys, m en and w om en.
I l f * .* *  J a u L i I  A 1 1 . u  Write todayfor the low direct offer weWonderful O ffer
down brings you the Arrow—pay for it while you ride—a little each month. 
tA /rifp Tori'll# now. and we will send you details of the remark-
w iiiia ,  ■ u u a y  able new machine and bed rock offer.Send today sure.

|fCC T|||C Genuine Folding 
i I tfyffc jf  Camera

10 DAYS F R E E ^
First and only offer o f  its  kind ever made— we m ake it easy  

fo r  everybody to  own this rem arkable Cam era. Send no money — 
no security—w e send prepaid genuine Folding N aco 3 -A  Camera—

P o s t c a r d  S i z e  u
10 days FREE—if not delighted re­
turn at our expense. You risk nothing.
------ -------------------------------- ' If satisfi '

’ send $2 __
$2 monthly for nine 

This Camera sells 
alone sell 
this offer 1
Offer

NATIONAL CAMERA CO.
1403 C H ESTN U T S T R E E T , S T . L O U IS

P erfect Your Figure
as nature intended i t .  
Enjoy good health as 
every woman can.

You should be VIG­
OROUS, HEALTHY 
and ATTRACTIVE, 
for then only are you 
normal. These are 
your birthright.

If you are not in 
the best of health or 
are dissatisfied with 
your appearance, I can 
surely help you.
MY GUARANTEE:
W i t h  m y  free  b o o k , “ T h e  
B o d y  B e a u t ifu l ,”  w h ic h  
is  fu lly  i l lu s t r a t e d  w it h  
p h o to g r a p h s  o f  m y s e l f  e x ­
p la in in g  m y  s y s t e m , I g iv e  
fu ll p a r t ic u la r s  o f  m y  
G u a r a n te e d  T r ia l  P la n  
w h e r e b y  y o u  c a n  t e s t  th e  
v a lu e  o f  m y  in s tr u c tio n  
w it h o u t  r is k in g  a  s in g le  
p e n n y .

fiend two-rent stam p fo r  
“ The B ody B eautifu l”  
and  Trial P lan today.

Annette Kellermann
Suite 301 P, 12 W . 31st Street, New York

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements.
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WHY NOT BE AN ARTIST?
O T U D Y  draw in g at h o m e  tinder E x p e rt F a cu lty . 

W e  h ave  successful stu d en ts in  every p art o f  
th e  w orld . T u r n  y o u r  T a le n t  i n t o  m o n e y .  Our
Students are filling high salaried positions. 14 years  

su ccessfu l te a c h in g . En d orsed  by h ig h  a u th o rities.
, , 18 Courses in  C o m m ercia l and I llu stra tiv e  D raw in g,
|OurHanmome| T e a c h e rs 'N o rm a l and A p p lied  A rt.P ro fit o r  C u ltu re .

A R T  | T h o r o u g h l y  E q u ip p e d  R e s i d e n c e  S c h o o l  
LyRABBOOKJ A r t i s t ’ a O u tfit F R E E  to  E n ro led  S tud en ts
[ » o n  TO Mu] SCHOOL OF APPLIED ART.777 Apolled Arl Bldg.,Battle Creek,Mich

$ >1 50 Starts You Toward 
* *  a Position Like This

B e  th e  B o ss! B e  th e  m a n  w h o  h o ld s  t h e  hie: jo b  a n d  g e ts  
the big salary. G et into the profession o f  Electrical M eter E n ­
gineering— that is calling for  m en. O n  t h i s  g r e a t  s p e c i a l  o f f e r  
y o u  c a n  n o w  b e g i n  t o  g e t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  w il l  q u a l i f y  y o u
f o r  t h e  b i g  j o b  f o r  o n ly  $ 4 . 5 0 .  Pay the balanceof our low tuition 
at the rate o f  only a  few  cents a  day. Send today for  the great  
special offer and big new book on Electrical M eter Engineering.

High Salaries Offered 
More Men IMeeded

The demand for men exceeds the supply.
The profession is only in its infancy. B ig  
m o n e y  i s  b e i n g  p a id .  B ig jobs are open 
everywhere. You can get one o f  them . W e  
will help you. W e  will teach you to become  
an expert Electrical M eter Engineer right in 
your own home—during your spare tim e.
Remember on this great special offer you 
can start getting  that training foronly  $4.50.

W rite for the N e w  Free Book
Put your name and address on a post card or a letter and send to  
us today. We will send you absolutely free and prepaid the big new book 
on Electrical Meter Engineering and full particulars of this great special 
offer. No obligations. Do not delay an instant. Write today sure.
Ft. Wayne Correspondence School, Dept. 9I4Y Ft. Wayne. Ind.

We Guarantee
and agree to refund 
every cent you have 
paid us if, after you 
nave completed the 
course of instruc­
tion, you are not ab­
solutely satisfied in 
every way_______

r n n
$ 1 0 0  L A W
S C H O L A R S H IP

Given absolutely FREE to advertise our 
r School. Lepral training: NOW  within reach of every 

. person. Free Sch olarsh ip  reduces cost o f  co m p le te  Course to  
less than yon ordinarily pay forText Books. Hurry! Write now—before it s.oo  
late—costa nothing to investigate. A  postal or letter brings everything F RiuR.

L E A R N  A T  H O M E - S P A R E  T I M E
L e a r n  while you E a r n . Y o u r  spare time only. Easy 
paym ent p la n . L earn  Law  ea sily  and q u ick ly  A T  H O M E  by our
eimple method. No preliminary education necessary. Course overs same 
ground as HARVARD, MlCHiliAN,.nnd big resident Law Schools. Large 
n nrl rliatTnirllitiharl t’ n.’ nlf u—nflronnnl inirtmpLinn W flC lIA R A N T F ' K to  cone hand distinguished Faculty—personal instruction. WeOUARA NTEE to coach 

’ ‘ ‘  to pass Bar Examination. Dt
*y day

__________ _ ------- .ind yo„ ... . . . . . . -------- ---------— ...... „ — --- - - -
lost opportunities. Grasp this opportunity AT ONCE. Write today—NOW 
—no obligation—save $100.00. Full particulars sent FREE.

A M E R IC A N  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E . S C H O O L  O F  L A W  
M AN H A TTA N  BUILDING._________Dept. 1 1 4 Y ________ C HICA GO . ILLINO IS

FREE anv. 
TRAINED 
the future.

nv graduate 1----- ---------------------------- ----- ------------------ ----- ------- ----------  -
SDM KN increases every day. Now is the time to start—to prepare for 
re. Don’ t let old age find you in the untrained class, looking bai

■ i. Gi - "  .................. * * •

Plain or Cork Tip. Made of Selected 
Pure Turkish Tobacco, with a dis­
tinctive blend which is appreciated by 
smokers of discrimination and taste. 
100 Bud Cigarettes securely packed in 
R ed  Cedar W ood  B oxes, with Brass  
H inges and Spring Catch. Send us 
$2.00 for above box of 100. Sent post­
paid to any address. You’ll be glad to 
smoke ’em. The Bud Cigarette Com­
pany, 2 Rector Street, New York City.

Dr. E»enwcin

S h o r t -S t o r y  W r it in g
A  course o f  forty lessons in the history, form , struc­
ture, and w riting o f  the Short-Story, taught by Dr. J. 
Berg F.senwein, Editor Lippineott’ s Magazine. Over 
one hundred Home Study Courses under Professors 
in Harvard. Brown, Cornell and leading colleges. 

250-page catalog free. Write to-day.
T h e H om e Correspondence School

Dept. 261, Springfield, Maas.

Write today for The Civil Service Boot 
which tells how the 1. C. S. cuu truia you nt 
home and iu your spare time for any Civil 
Service examiuatiou. The book is free. Writ­
ing for it places you under no obligation, 
you are an American over 18 and can read 1 
andwrite, the way to U. S. Government posi ' 
tlona is open to you. Send for the book and 1 
learn how the I. 0 . S. can help you. Over 
700 persons secured positions in the U S .l  
C. S. Inst yenr’through I. 0 . S. training. 

International Correspondence School* 
Box 8 6 5 0  Scranton. I’a.

Y O U  C A N  M A K E  CIGARETTES L I K E  T H E S E  

A  P r a c tic a l  N o v e lt y  for C ig a r e t te  S m o k e r s

TURKO CIGARETTE ROLLER
Sent postpaid for 25 C t S .  Address,

Turko Roller Co., Box 38, Station H, New York City
Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements.



IN THE ANOTHER BOOK-LENGTH NOVEL OF THE “MOVIES MEN” BY ROWLAND IN THE

ISSUE “ L E O N T IN E  T H E  M Y S T E R I O U S ”  ISSUE

MONTH-END EDITION

CAUGHT IN THE NET. K J i t n r i a l s

Hibberd V. B. Kline

FOUNTAIN ISLAND. A  C o m p le t e  N ovel ,  . . F ran k  Bfiqhton
A breat bless :unl breakmck race against the odds of death and nafion:il disaster 

for waters of life on a remote volcanic island, without pause for love or the 
pursuit of happiness.

McHENRY AND THE BLUE RIBBON. A S h o r t  S t o r y ,  Holworthy Hall
Our latest) college hero finds himself on 'th e  first pa ire of every newspaper in 

America, and Harvard lias a new sensation.

UP TO THE COXSWAIN. A S h o r t  S to ry ,  . . . Daniel S t e e l e  .
i ’harmimr Vera Phillips was undoubtedly responsible for the upset in the program 

of the ureal boat race.

BATTIER BINKS SCOREBOARD MAN. A S h o r t  Storv,
l ’ p there on his little platform, with the shout i in 

c\-pu<rilis.l seored for Hu: bi:r Jeairui s.

R o b ert  Emmet M.i< Al.irnoy
thousands beneath him, the

The Fditor

FORTUNE’S  FOOTBALL. A P ou r-p a rt  S to rv ,  . B.  M. Bovver
Little devils of doubL assail l!ill.\' Louise and trouble brews on the Wolverine.

LOW AND INSIDL. A  S h o r t  S to ry ,  . Bo/einnn Bu lger
Of a ball player who didn't believe in the jinx, and w hat happened to him.

7 7

88

100

108

112

1 4 4

THE SIX AGES 0E SANDY SAUNDERS. A Series ,  .
VI.—The .Malefactor.

DISCRETIONARY POWERS. A S h o r t  S tory ,
Proving that Smith, provincial policeman, was 

his quarry.

G e o r g e  Randolph C h e s t e r  1 5 6

F r e d e r ick  Niven
slouch when he went after

WAR— PERSONALLY CONDUCTED. A T w o -p a r t  S to ry ,  C la re n c e  I . Cullen
A n  iimminat i ve newspaper eorrespnmlenl becomes the mouthpiece of a eontliel 

made to order between the Lniled stales and a Lai in-Ameriean republic.

THE MAN WHO DISAPPEARED. A M o v in g -P ic tu r e  S e r ie s ,  R ichard W ash b u rn  Child
VI.—The (lap.

THE PHANTOM CAR. A S h o r t  S to ry ,  . . . Edward Lyell Fox
'the singular happenim: at the dreaded Hairpin Curve in one of the races for 

the Vanderbilt ( up.

1 7 0

1 8 0

2 0 4

2 1 5
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Steel Lined Speed Shells
Scientific  tests show  th a t R em in g to n -U M C  A rrow  and  N itro C lub 

Steel Lined  S p e ed  S h e lls  ar.e th e  fastest sh ells  in  th e  W orld .

T h e  steel lining grips th e  p o w d er— puts every  o u n ce  of th e  exp losive 
fo rce  in to  a  straightaw ay drive. N o loss fro m  shell exp an sion .

Y o u  tak e  a  shorter lead  o n  th e  fast b ird s, g et m ore of them .

L ik e  m any other shooting refinem ents, th is steel lining is an  exclusive 
R em in gton -U M C  feature, found  only  in  R em in g to n -U M C  “A rrow " and 
“Nitro C lub”— the steel lined speed shells.

F o r all around field shooting, get R em in g to n -U M C  ‘N ew  C lub”—  
th e  ‘ O ld  R e lia b le  B la ck  P o w d er S h e lls ."

G o  to th e  d ea ler w ho show s th e  R ed  Ball Marlf o f  Remington-UMC— 
the sign of Sp o rtsm en ’s H ead qu arters. H e  sells them .

T o  k eep  your gun clean ed  and  lu b ricated  right, use R e m  O il, th e  new  
pow d er solvent, rust preventative, and  gun lubricant.

REMINGTON ARMS-UNION M ETALLIC CARTRIDGE CO.
299 Broadway New York

Please mention this magazine when answering ndvertisements.
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F o u n t a i n  I s l a n d
By Frank Blighton

Author o f  “ Fate Plays a A/asse Shot,'' Etc.

W e have taken somewhat of a risk this time in giving you a novel in 
which there is no girl character. The only reference to womankind occurs 
in a single paragraph where, as the hero, handcuffed with three other 
men, passes along the street, the author says: “ Prom the door of the rail­
road station a group of niglitworkers poured out; among them was a girl 
whose face wore a look of pity as Val passed.”  There is no other mention 
of the gentle sex in the long novel. Some day, if the feminist movement 
progresses, a story of this kind may teem with women characters; but 
to-day the work Is man’s work—war—war in which Japan, pygm y among 
nations in area, but giant in purpose and a veritable Hercules in the past, 
is the aggressor. It Is the grand entry of the island kingdom into the 
theater of nations. A great story, and intensely interesting despite the 
fact that never again do we hear of the little girl who looked pityingly at 
the handcuffed man.

(A Book-length Novel.)

C H A P T E R  1 .
SIIA IKH V  J-T).

WH E N  the flu nk)- in u n if o r m  a t 
the e n tra n ce  to  the C a f e  C e c il 
reached fo r  the h a n d le  to  
o pen the ta x ic a b  d o o r , a n ­

o th e r like  ve h ic le  d r e w  u p s im u lta n e ­
o u s ly  a t the c u rb  across the stre et.

A s  Y a l je a n  B o r d e n  a lig h te d  fr o m  
the firs t cab, p a id  the d r i v e r , an d 
stepped b e tw e e n  the illu m in a te d  agate 
p illa rs  fr a m in g  the e n tra n c e  o f  th e  n e w ­
est an d m o s t o rn a te  o f  B r o a d w a y  res­
ta u r a n ts , th e  pa sse n ge r o f  the cab o p ­
p o site  d id  n o t w a it to  re ce ive  th e  chan ge 

i B

f o r  the bill he te n d e re d  th e  o th e r c h a u f­
f e u r . H i s  p re c ip ita n c y  in  p lu n g in g  
across th e  a v e n u e  t o w a r d  th e  sam e 
e n tra n c e  w h ic h  B o r d e n  h a d  a lr e a d y  
passed t h r o u g h  b r o u g h t a p u c k e r  o f  
s u rp ris e  to  th e  fa ce  o f  th e  c h a u ffe u r , 
w h o  had o b e ye d  his in s tru c tio n s  to  keep 
B o r d e n 's  ve h ic le  in sight fr o m  an o b ­
scure h o te l a w a y  d o w n  in  th e  can o ns 
o f  lo w e r  M a n h a t t a n .

T h e  p u r s u in g  c h a u ffe u r's  p u c k e r 
fa d e d  in to  a g rim a c e  o f  s a tis fa c tio n  
as he p u lle d  u p  th e  flag  to  th e  " v a c a n t '’ 
s ig n a l, a n d  b e ga n  n e g o tia tin g  th e  t u r n  
w ith  his m a c h in e . N e v e r  b e fo r e  had 
a sober p a tr o n  h a n d e d  h im  a te n -d o lla r
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bill w h e n  th e  t a r i f f  w as less th a n  th re e  
d o lla rs , a n d  th e n , w it h o u t  w a it in g  f o r  
c h a n g e , p lu n g e d  o u t o f  s ig h t.

" S o m e  p ic k in ’ s ,”  w h is p e re d  th e  t a x i  
p ilo t as he scan n ed the th r o n g  o n  th e  
s id e w a lk  f o r  o th e r pa sse n ge rs. “ N o w , 
i f  I  w as hep to  w h y  he w as fo llo w in g  
th a t g u y  w ith  th e  s tr a w -c o lo r e d  h a ir , 
■and c o u ld  p ic k  u p  the o th e r  ch a p f o r  
a t r i p  b a ck d o w n  the a v e n u e , m ebb e 
I 'd  be g o o d  f o r  a n o th e r  fiv e r f r o m  h im  

'as v e lv e t f o r  the t i p - o f f .”
B u t  Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n , ta ll , fa ir -h a ir e d , 

w it h  an e a sy, s w in g in g  w a lk  t h a t su g­
gested h a b itu a l a th le tic  t r a in in g , d id  
n o t e m e rge  f r o m  th e  C a f e  C e c il to  a v a il 
h im s e lf o f  the ideas in c u b a tin g  in  the 
c h a u ffe u r ’ s a c q u is itive  b r a in . In s te a d , 
he d o ffe d  h a t a n d  to p c o a t, a n d  p lu n g e d  
in to  th e  m a in  d in in g  r o o m , s c a n n in g  
th e  g a y  th r o n g  at th e  tables w it h  a series 
o f  ra p id  glan ce s.

V a lj e a n  B o r d e n  w a s  u n c o n sc io u s o f  
the s p le n d o r o f  the scene, as u n c o n ­
scious as he seem ed to  be o f  th e  p re s ­
ence o f  th e  m u s c u la r fig u re  o f  m e d iu m  
h e ig h t w h o  h a d  fo llo w e d  h im  f r o m  th e  
t a x i  in to  the fo y e r — a m a n  b e tw e e n  
f o r t y  a n d  f i f t y ,  w ith  a s h o rt-c ro p p e d  
m u s ta c h e  w h ic h  h e ig h te n e d  th e  e ffe c t 
o f  his d e te rm in e d  m o u t h .

A l t h o u g h  o u t w a r d l y  calm  a n d  p o is e d , 
B o r d e n  w a s  e x p e r ie n c in g  a n  i n w a r d  
fe r m e n t o f  th o u g h t v e r g in g  o n  “ a 
b ra in  s t o r m .”

H i s  ideas w e re  c yclo n ic k n o ts , w h i r l ­
in g  f r o m  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t h e , so 
re c e n tly  a  p o v e r t y -s t r ic k e n , s ic k ly  s tu ­
d e n t, w a s n o w  n o t alone b r im m in g  w ith  
v i t a l it y , th e  possessor o f  a secret w h o s e  
p o ssibilitie s f o r  m o n e y  g e ttin g  w e r e  fa b ­
u lo u s , b u t th a t he w a s  also th e  s to rm  
ce n te r o f  a m y s te r y  w h o s e  fibers 
reached f r o m  th e  tre a s u re  v a u lts  o f  
N e w  Y o r k  tr u s t co m p a n ie s to  th e  fo g -  
c u r ta in e d , s to rm -to s s e d  stretches o f  the 
B e r in g  S e a .

S o . s w i f t l y , s u r e ly , an d im p a s s iv e ly , 
lie c o n tin u e d  to  sw eep th e  w o n d e r fu l  
p ic tu re  b e fo r e  h im  f o r  a s ig h t o f  the

m a n  he h a d  com e to  the C a f e  C e c il t o  
m e e t. S u d d e n ly  he sm ile d s lig h tly , a p ­
p e a r in g  to  see the little  k n o t o f  e x p e c ­
ta n t head w a ite rs  f o r  th e  firs t tim e , a n d  
th e  n e x t  in s ta n t s ta r tin g  f o r  th e  o th e r 
side o f  th e  r o o m , w a v in g  aside th e ir  
services.

A t  a ta b le  set f o r  t w o  an e ld e rly  
m a n  rose to  g re e t h im .

" G o o d  e v e n in g , Y a l . ”
“ G o o d  e v e n in g , d o c t o r ,”  re p lie d  the 

y o u n g e r  m a n . “ H a v e  y o u  been w a itin g  
lo n g ? ”

“ A  m a tte r  o f  fifte e n  m in u te s , I  
s h o u ld  s a y .”

“ S o r r y ,”  re tu rn e d  B o r d e n , d r o p p in g  
in to  the c h a ir o n  the o p p o s ite  side o f  
th e  table a n d  p ic k in g  u p  th e  b ill o f  
fa r e . “ I  a m  r a th e r  h u n g r y  m y s e l f , a n d  
I  despise a m a n  w h o  c a n n o t k e e p  an 
a p p o in tm e n t— especially w it h  a p e rs o n  
o f  th e  s ta n d in g  a n d  p re s tig e  o f  D o c t o r  
H u g h  F i t z m o r r i s . w h o  g e n e ra lly  keeps 
e ve n  his m illio n a ir e  clients b id in g  his 
p le a su re  in ste a d  o f  w a itin g  th e  c o n ­
v e n ie n c e  o f  o th e r s .”

T h e  p h y s ic ia n  sm ile d . H i s  fa ce  w a s 
c a r e w o r n , his eyes h a d  a d u ll , tire d  
lo o k  w h ic h  e ve n  th e  c a r e fu l g r o o m in g  
a n d  th e  e ffe c t o f  h is im m a c u la te  e v e n ­
in g  a ttire  c o u ld  n o t e n tir e ly  co n ce a l.

B u t  th e  sm ile w a s  g e n u in e  e n o u g h —  
as sp o n ta n e o u s  as th e  tr ib u te  o f  the 
y o u n g e r  m a n  across th e  ta b le . D o c t o r  
F i t z m o r r i s ,  a lth o u g h  a lre a d y  e stab lish e d  
in his p ro fe s s io n  a n d  in  a f a ir  w a y  to  
a c q u ire  a fo r t u n e , n e ve rth e le ss w a s sus­
ce p tib le  e n o u g h  w h e n  it cam e to  a p p re ­
c ia tio n  f r o m  an a d m ir in g  fr ie n d .

“ I t ’ s m ig h t y  s tr a n g e ,”  m u se d  B o r ­
d e n , w h e n  th e  discre e t w a it e r  h a d  
g lid e d  a w a y  w ith  his o r d e r , “ w h a t 
changes five  ye a rs  w ill  b r in g , is n ’t it?  
W h o  w o u ld  h a v e  v e n tu re d  the p r o p h ­
e c y , f o r  in s ta n c e , w h e n  y o u  w e re  te a ch ­
in g  m e th e  in tricac ie s o f  b a c te rio lo g ic a l 
research u p  at B r e n d e r  L a b o r a t o r y , t h a t 
to -n ig h t I ’ d ke e p y o u , a m a n  a lr e a d y  
e m in e n t as a sp e c ia list, waiting for fif­
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teen p re c io u s  m in u te s  a t a d in n e r  e n ­
g a g e m e n t ?”

“ D o n ’ t let t h a t w o r r y  y o u , V a l , ”  re ­
p lie d  his f r i e n d . “ O f  course th e re  m u s t 
be a n  e x p la n a tio n .”

“ A n d  a re a s o n , H u g h . I  w o u ld  n o t 
p re s u m e  o n  y o u r  fo r m e r  kin d n e ss to  
m e  to  the e x te n t o f  fifte e n  m in u te s  o f  
tim e — unless it w a s  u n a v o id a b le . N o w ,  
lis te n , p le a s e .”

B o r d e n  reached f o r  his glass, a n d  
m o is te n e d  h is lip s  b e fo re  c o n tin u in g . 
A l s o , he glan ce d w a r ily  a r o u n d  th e  res­
t a u r a n t, a n d  fr o m  tim e  to  tim e  p e e re d  
in to  th e  m i r r o r  in  the w a ll a lo n g s id e , 
as i f  a fr a i d  o f  som e s c r u tin y  f r o m  u n ­
fr ie n d ly  eyes.

“ A s  I  h a ve  a lre a d y  to ld  y o u , d o c to r , 
I  w as fo rc e d  b y  ill h e a lth  to  lea ve  c o l­
lege d u r in g  th e  final y e a r  o f  m y  a tte n d ­
ance a t the m e d ica l scho o l. F r a n k l y ,  
I  w a s  o v e r w o r k e d . M y  n e rve s  w e re  all 
b u t g o n e , m y  n u t r it io n  w a s p o o r , a n d  
th e  dean h im s e lf sh o t m e o u t o f  the 
ca m p u s w it h  th e  a d m o n itio n  to  rest f o r  
at least tw e lv e  m o n th s  b e fo r e  c o m in g  
ba ck to  w o r k .

" B u t  w h a t c o u ld  an im p e c u n io u s  
y o u th  d o ?  H e  h in te d  th a t I  w o u ld  b e ­
com e tu b e r c u la r , unless I  to o k  m ig h ty  
g o o d  care o f  m y s e lf . S o  I  t r e k k e d  w it h  
m y  last d o lla r in to  th e  S o u th w e s t. I  
spent a y e a r  p u n c h in g  co w s d o w n  a t 
B il l  Cireen c’ s ra n c h  a t H e r f o r d ,  o n  th e  
line b e tw e e n  M e x i c o  a n d  A r i z o n a . T h e  
o ld  fe llo w  k n e w  m y  d a d , a n d  g la d ly  
g a ve  m e a b e r th . T h e n  he becam e i n ­
v o lv e d  fin a n c ia lly , a n d  I to o k  m y  shoe 
s trin g  o f  a c c u m u la te d  w ag e s a n d  w e n t 
o v e r  to  L o s  A n g e le s . F r o m  th e re  I  
d r ift e d  u p  to  S a n  F r a n c is c o . M i g h t y  
g o o d  t o w n , a n d  th e  b ra c in g  clim a te  
a g re ed  w ith  m e , b u t n o  chance f o r  w o r k  
th a t I  cared to  fo llo w  tu rn e d  u p  u n til 
I  g o t a s itu a tio n  o n  the Senator,  a 
ste am sh ip g o in g  to  N o m e . I  signed o n  
as a p u r s e r ’ s a ss is ta n t, th in k in g  th e  v o y ­
age w o u ld  p u t the fin al edge o n  m y  
r e tu r n in g  h e a lth .”

" Y o u  c e rta in ly  lo o k  e n tire ly  w e ll

a g a in ,”  o b s e rv e d  F i t z m o r r i s ,  as B o r d e n  
p a u s e d , f r o w n in g  s lig h tly .

“ F i t  a n d  fin e , t h a n k  y o u . I f  I  h a d n 't  
b e e n — w e ll, I  d o n 't  k n o w  w h e th e r  y o u 'd  
h a v e  seen m e a t a ll t o -n ig h t . I ’m  g o in g  
a lo n g  w a y  a r o u n d  to  e x p la in  t o - n ig h t ’ s 
d e la y , d o c to r , b u t I ’ ll a r r iv e  p r e s e n tly . 
W e  m a d e  N o m e  o n  th e  o u tb o u n d  v o y ­
age o n  sche du le . I  h a d  a w h ir l  a r o u n d  
th a t A la s k a n  p o r t  w h ile  w e  re lo a d e d  
f o r  th e  tr ip  b a c k . I t  w a s g r o w in g  late  
in th e  fa ll  a n d  d e lays w e r e  d a n g e ro u s . 
E v e r y t h i n g  w a s  r e a d y  w h e n  th e y  fo u n d  
th a t one o f  o u r  e ngines n e e d e d  r e p a ir s , 
a n d  w e  w e re  h u n g  u p  a n o th e r  w e e k  
lo n g e r th a n  w e  e x p e c te d .

“ W e  s ta rte d  s o u th , h o w e v e r , in 
a m p le  tim e  to  m a k e  th e  passage th r o u g h  
the A le u t i a n  Is la n d s  b e fo r e  th e  b ig  ice 
f r o m  th e  n o r th  c o u ld  o v e r ta k e  u s— u n ­
d e r o r d in a r y  c irc u m s ta n c e s . B u t  th e  
second d a y  o u t s o m e th in g  h a p p e n e d .

“ F i r s t ,  th e re  w a s  a v io le n t m a g n e tic  
d is tu rb a n c e . O u r  co m pa ss w e n t w r o n g . 
T h e n  w e  ra n  in to  th e  m o s t a w f u l  clo u d  
o f  v a p o r — n o t th e  fo g  th a t rises w h e n  
th e  J a p a n  c u r r e n t strik e s th e  cold w a te r  
o f  th e  B e r in g  S e a , b u t a d a n k , im p e n e ­
tr a b le , c lin g in g , c la m m y  s o rt o f  m is t 
th a t w as ju s t  lik e  th e  a tm o s p h e re  o f  
a ste am  r o o m  in  a T u r k i s h  b a th . T h e  
n e x t  d a y  it g r e w  w o r s e , a n d  w h e n  th e  
sa ilo rs d r o p p e d  th e ir  b u c ke ts o v e r  th e  
side o f  th e  S en a to r  f o r  w a te r  to  sw a b  
th e  d e cks— it w a s so h o t th a t w e  co u ld  
a lm o s t b o il an e gg in  the p a il th e y  
b r o u g h t u p !”

T h e  p h y s ic ia n  sta re d  in c re d u lo u s ly . 
E lis  ascetic fa ce  flu sh e d  a t th e  p e n e ­
t r a t in g  lo o k  the y o u n g e r  m a n  b e n t u p o n  
h im , a n d  th e  w a v e  o f  c o lo r flo o d e d  
o v e r  his fe a tu re s  u n til it d is a p p e a re d  
a t the to p  o f  his h ig h , b ro a d  fo r e h e a d  
a m o n g  the ro o ts  o f  his s a n d y  h a ir .

“ N o  S in b a d -th e -s a ilo r  s t u ff , e it h e r ,”  
re s u m e d  B o r d e n , a t the o th e r ’ s silent 
in c r e d u lity . “ P l a in , u n v a r n is h e d  t r u t h . 
P r e t t y  n e a r b o ilin g  w a t e r , d o c to r , on 
the N o r t h  P o le  side o f  f i f t y  degrees 
n o r th  la titu d e , m in d  y o u . A n d  th e n ,
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n o t an h o u r  a f t e r w a r d , w e  ra n  in to  a 
s h o w e r o f  ashes th a t k e p t us sc o o p in g  
tiiis h a lf-b o ilin g  w a te r  o u t o f  the sea 
w ith  a steam  p u m p  an d s q u ir tin g  it  
o v e r  th e  w o o d w o r k  o f  th e  S en a to r  to  
keep fr o m  c a tc h in g  fire.

" T a l k  a b o u t the tales o f  th e  A n c ie n t  
M a r i n e r !  T h e  o n ly  th in g  w e  lack ed  
w a s  the a lb a tro ss. E v e r y  o n e  w as 
scared to  d e a th . W e  d id n 't  k n o w  w h e re  
w e  w e re  g o in g , n o r  w h a t w e  w o u ld  fin d  
w h e n  w e  g o t th e re . W e  m ig h t h a v e  
been s te a m in g  ba ck in a circle t o w a r d  
N o m e — w e  m ig h t be he a d e d  f o r  the 
h a r b o r  o f  V l a d iv o s t o k — o r  a n y  o th e r 
d ire c tio n . T h e  com pass k e p t s p in n in g  
at tim e s lik e  a w h ir lin g  d e r v i s h ; the 
w a te r  k e p t g e ttin g  h o tte r  a n d  h o tte r . 
D e a d  fish in shoals began flo a tin g  a lo n g ­
s id e ; a fe w  seals w e n t t h r a s h in g  past 
in the m is t, y e llin g  lik e  h u m a n  b e in g s, 
w e ird  a n d  m o u r n f u l . N o  chance to  
sho o t th e  s u n ; n o  chance t o  fig u re  o u r  
p o s itio n  b y  de a d r e c k o n in g  because o f  
the u n a c c o u n ta b le  d e v ia tio n  o f  th e  c o m ­
p a s s .”

B o r d e n  p a u se d  a g a in  as the w a ite r  
a p p ro a c h e d  w ith  the m e a l. H e  t o o k  
a n o th e r casual glan ce  a r o u n d  th e  r o o m , 
an d o n ly  re su m e d  his n a r r a tiv e  a ft e r  
th e  m a n  h a d  l e f t .

" T h e  w a y  th in g s  h a v e  been b r e a k ­
in g , I  c a n ’ t be to o  c a r e fu l , d o c t o r ,”  he 
m u tte r e d , “ a n d  I  th in k  y o u ’ll agree w ith  
m e w h e n  I ’ve  c o n c lu d e d . W e l l ,  t w o  
d a ys la te r , the S en a to r  w e n t h ig h  a n d  
d r y  o n  the rocks o u t t o w a r d  the tip  
o f  th e  A le u t ia n  c h a in , s o m e w h e re — w e  
n e v e r d id  k n o w  ju s t  w h e r e . N o  fa u lt  
o f  the ca p ta in  o r  a n y  o f  the c re w —  
ju s t fa te — the sam e im p la c a b le , o v e r ­
r u lin g , w h im s ic a l d e s tin y  th a t b r o u g h t 
m e to  y o u  w h e n  I  g o t b a c k to  N e w  
Y o r k .

“ T h e  fo g  w a s  t h in n in g  o u t . A l l  o f  
the passengers a n d  c re w  g o t o f f  in  l ife  
r a fts  a n d  the s h ip ’ s b o a ts . T h e  E m ­
p ress  o f  Japan, m o re  th a n  t w o  h u n d r e d  
m iles to  the n o r th  o f  h e r re g u la r course 
b e tw e e n  V a n c o u v e r  and Y o k o h a m a ,

p ic k e d  u p  e v e r y  one b u t five  o f  us w h o  
h a p p e n e d  to  be in the g ig — C a p ta in  
W a lla c e , th e  p u r s e r , t w o  p a sse n g e rs, 
a n d  m y s e l f .”

" H o w  d id  she m iss y o u ? ”
" I ’ m  c o m in g  to  t h a t. W e  h a d  be­

com e se p a rate d  fr o m  th e  o th e r s , a n d  
t w o  d a ys la te r w e  h it o n  an islan d 
th a t n o  c h a rt e v e r s h o w e d . T h e  sun 
cam e o u t . T h e  o b s e rv a tio n s  w e re  ta k e n  
b y  C a p ta in  W a lla c e , a n d  I  s c ra w le d  the 
e x a c t la titu d e  a n d  lo n g itu d e  in  m y  
d ia r y . W e  w a n te d  to  stre tc h  o u r  legs 
a n d  h a ve  a lo o k  at th e  pla c e . I t  wras 
b a r r e n , a la v a  fo r m a tio n  t h r o u g h o u t ; 
n o t a sign o f  an a n im a l o r v e g e ta tio n , 
a n d  as b le a k  a n d  d r e a r  a place as y o u  
w o u ld  wra n t to  lo o k  a t e x c e p t f o r  tw o  
t h i n g s : in  th e  ce n te r o f  it w as a g e yse r 
o f  fre s h  w a t e r , b o ilin g  h o t , b u t c o o lin g  
as it  ra n  dow m  th e  ro c k s  a n d  e m p tie d  
in to  th e  sea. A n d  h a lf  a m ile  o r  so 
f a r t h e r  o n  w a s an o p e n  v e in  o f  the 
finest coal p o p p in g  o u t o f  the r o c k  th a t 
th e  eye o f  m a n  e ve r g a ze d  o n — a m o u n ­
ta in  o f  it— r u n n in g  as fa r  as w e  co u ld 
see a n d  e n d in g  a t th e  p a r t o f  th e  island 
w h e re  w e  h a d  com e a s h o re , in a c liff 
t w o  h u n d r e d  fe e t h i g h .”

“ Y o u  say th is  w’ as an u n c h a rte d  
isla n d  ?”

" N e v e r  h a d  been seen b e fo r e  w e 
la n d e d  so f a r  as I  k n o w — a n d  n o t dow m  
o n  a n y  m a p  issued b y  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  
G e o d e tic  a n d  S u r v e y  S e r v ic e . T h a t ’ s 
w -har’s g o t m e  g o in g , d o c to r — th a t a n d  
the o th e r  th in g  y o u  k n o w ; s o m e th in g  
a b o u t a lr e a d y . I t  is n ’ t lik e ly  th e  g o v ­
e rn m e n t k n o w s  o f  i t , a lth o u g h  it keeps 
a re ve n u e  c u tte r u p  th a t w m y to  w a r n  
o f f  the seal p o a c h e rs  th a t d r i f t  o v e r  
f r o m  J a p a n , a n d I  h a v e  also seen s e v­
eral o f  the lig h th o u s e  te n d e rs  th a t p ly  
t h r o u g h  tho se  w a te rs .

" I t  w a s  th e re  1 g o t the s tu ff y o u  
k n o w  a b o u t a n d  h id  it in  a sm all sea 
chest in w h ic h  I  had k e p t m y  du ffle . 
A  little  th in g  like  th a t in  re se rve  som e­
tim e s m e an s a g o o d  deal in an o p e n  
boat w h e n  y o u 'r e  w a itin g  to  be p ic k e d
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u p , y o u  u n d e r s ta n d . T h e  sam e n ig h t 
w e  m a d e  sail f o r  the s o u th . T h r e e  
d a ys la te r w e  w e re  p ic k e d  u p  b y  a 
tr a m p  w h a le r * I t  w a s f o u r  m o n th s  b e ­
fo r e  w e  g o t b a c k  to  V a n c o u v e r — and 
w e had a to u g h  tim e  o n  th a t g re a s y  
o ld  tu b .

“ A n d  n o w , t h in k  this e v e r :  C a p ta in  
W a lla c e  sicke n e d an d die th e  d a y  b e ­
fo r e  w e g o t in to  p o r t — v e r y  m y s te r i­
o u s ly , it seem ed to  m e . T h e  first pa s­
senger to  g o  w e n t o n  a d r u n k  a n d  g o t 
a k n ife  in his ribs in a V a n c o u v e r  c rim p  
j o i n t — at lea st, th e  c o ro n e r g a ve  th a t 
v e r d ic t . T h e  second passen ger w as 
fo u n d  s tra n g le d . T h e  p u r s e r  chose a p ­
p e n d ic itis  f o r  his e x it  f r o m  th is va le  
o f  te a rs , F m  th e  last s u r v i v o r  o f  th a t 
s h ip ’s b o a t. T h e  J a p  c o o k  o n  th e  w h a le r  
stole all o f  C a p t a in  W a lla c e ’ s s tu ff  be­
fo r e  w e  la n d e d . N o  on e  k n o w s  a b o u t 
th a t isla n d  b u t m y s e lf , e x c e p t p o s s ib ly  
th a t s p h in x -fa c e d  g e n tle m a n , because 
W a lla c e  w a r n e d  us n o t to  t a lk . I  h a d  
a h u n c h  o f  tro u b le  b re e d in g — a n d  beat 
it  o u t  o f  V a n c o u v e r , p r o n t o . A  J a p  
fo llo w e d  m e  across th e  c o n tin e n t w h e n  
I  w e n t to  S a n  F r a n c is c o  to  d r a w  m y  
p a y  f r o m  the c o m p a n y  th e r e . I t  w a s n ’t 
th a t b r o w n  m a n  o n  the w h a le r , b u t 
a n o th e r  o f  the sam e b re e d .

“ A n d  n o w , I 'm  r e a d y  to  a c c o u n t f o r  
th a t fifte e n  m in u te s  o f  d e la y . S o m e  
on e  w e n t in to  m y  r o o m  a t th e  hotel 
th is  a ft e r n o o n . S o m e  o n e  p rie d  th e  lid  
o f f  the to p  o f  th a t o ld  sea chest th a t 
I  b r o u g h t t o  X e w  Y o r k .  A n d  som e 
one w as d is a p p o in te d  in n o t fin d in g  a 
c e rta in  s o m e th in g  in th a t sam e chest—  
f o r  the sim p le  reason th a t 1 h a d  b r o u g h t 
i t  to  y o u  tw o  w e e ks a g o — w ith  m y  
o w n  c o n je ctu re s re g a rd in g  its q u a litie s .’ ’

“ I  u n d e r s ta n d , Y a l , ”  re tu r n e d  the 
p h y s ic ia n . “ T h o s e  little  b r o w n  m e n  are  
th e  m o s t p e s tife ro u s  o f  all O r ie n t a ls  
w ith  w h o m  w e  h a v e  to  d e a l. T h e y  
h a v e  an u n c a n n y  fa s h io n  o f  d o in g  
th in g s  th a t is c e rta in ly  m y s t i f y i n g . I  
w o u ld n ’t s w e a r th a t th e y  c o u ld n 't  p r o ­
je c t th e ir a stral bodies th r o u g h  the k e y ­

h o le  o f  tiie d o o r  o r  a so lid  w a l l , e ith e r , 
f o r  th a t m a tte r , s h o u ld  o th e r  m e a n s 
fa il  a n d  it becam e n e c e ssa ry . W h e n  
it  com es to  a c h ie v in g  th e ir  o b je c t w it h  
c e le rity  a n d  secre tive n e ss— w e ll, a J a p  
is fie n d is h ly  c le v e r , to  sa y th e  le a st. I  
a ssu m e , o f  c o u rs e , th a t th e y  w e r e  th e  
in t r u d e r s .”

B o r d e n ’ s c a n d id , h a lf-b o y is h  fa c e  
g r e w  c o ld e r. T h e  in g e n u o u s  e x p re s s io n  
fa d e d  a w a y . T h e  fe a tu re s  w e r e  s te rn  
a n d  fo r b id d in g , f r o m  the ic y  g le a m  th a t 
h a d  s u d d e n ly  c re p t in to  h is g r a y -b lu e  
eyes w it h  the p h y s ic ia n 's  last w o r d s  to  
th e  th in  red lin e  w h e r e  his lip s c la m p e d  
tig h tly  to g e th e r.

H e  d id  n o t a t o n ce  r e p ly . W h e n  he 
d id  his a n s w e r w a s  n o t  in  w o r d s , a n d  
he  a p p e a re d  n o t to  h a v e  h e a rd  th e  o th e r  
m a n ’ s r e m a r k  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m e n  f r o m  
the la n d  o f  the c h e r r y  b lo s s o m .

H e  slip p e d  a b r u p t ly  f r o m  his seat 
w it h  a m e a n in g  glance a t his c o m p a n io n , 
w h o  s ile n tly  fo llo w e d . T h e  o bse q u io u s 
w a it e r  w ith  th e  che ck h u r r ie d  u p  to  
h im . V a l  slip p e d  h im  a b ill , a n d  k e p t 
o n  t o w a r d  the f o y e r , w h e r e  b o th  p r o ­
c u re d  th e ir  coats a n d  e n te re d  th e  w a it ­
in g  lim o u s in e  h e a rin g  th e  in itia ls  o f  
H u g h  F i t z m o r r i s .

A s  th e y  p u r r e d  across th e  side stre e t, 
th e  y o u n g e r  m a n  tu rn e d  to  his fr ie n d  
w it h  a g le a m  o f  tr iu m p h  d a n c in g  in  his 
g r a y -b lu e  eyes.

“ S o r r y  to  te rm in a te  o u r  d in n e r , d o c ­
t o r ,"  he b re a th e d  b e tw e e n  ch u c kle s. 
“ B u t  on e  o f  the tw o  m e n  w h o  b ro k e  
in to  m y  r o o m  at th e  h o te l this a f t e r ­
n o o n  is still in the b a th r o o m  w h e re  
I  lo c k e d  h im , i f  he h a s n ’t m a n a g e d  to  
g e t o u t b e fo re  th is . T h e  o th e r fe llo w , 
w h o  w a s w a itin g  in th e  lo b b y  w h e n  I  
h u r r ie d  d o w n  to  keep m y  d in n e r  e n ­
g a g e m e n t w ith  y o u , w a s s ittin g  d ire c tly  
b e h in d  m e , b a c k  in th e  C e c il. H e  f o l ­
lo w e d  m e  in a ta x ic a b  w h e n  I  trie d  to  
c u t d o w n  m y  d e la y  in  k e e p in g  the a p ­
p o in tm e n t .”

F i t z m o r r i s  re tu rn e d  th e  sm ile o f  the
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you nger m an with an expression o f  
p e r p le x it y .

" A n d , "  w e n t o n  B o r d e n , w it h o u t  w a it ­
in g  f o r  the q u e s tio n  t o  be u tte r e d , “ I ’ d 
lik e  to  h a v e  y o u  m a k e  a n o te  o f  the 
fa c t th a t n e ith e r o f  th e m  w a s  a J a p —  
b u t as s im o n -p u re  A n g l o - S a x o n  in 
lo o k s , a t lea st, as e ith e r y o u  o r  I . ”

H e  ceased s p e a k in g , a  p u z z le d  lo o k  
o v e r s p r e a d in g  his fa ce .

" I  d o n 't  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  he has m a d e  
n o  a tte m p t to  fo llo w  m e  now ’ , ”  he w e n t 
o n .

C H A P T E R  I I .
FINANCED.

W i t h  the h a b it o f  a m a n  w h o s e  p r o ­
fe ssio na l research inc lin e s h im  to  th in k  
w e ll b e fo r e  e x p re s s in g  an o p in io n , D o c ­
to r H u g h  E i t z m o r r i s  w a ite d  u n til  th e  
lim o u s in e  had reached F i f t h  A v e n u e  
a n d w as t u r n in g  n o r th  t o w a r d  his re si­
dence b e fo r e  s p e a k in g .

T h e  y o u t h  beside h im  also m a in ta in e d  
a reticence w h ic h  m a tc h e d  h is o w n , a n d  
th e  w o n d e r m e n t d ie d  o u t o f  his e ye s, 
le a v in g  th e m  as cold as b e fo r e .

“ I  w o n d e r ,”  began th e  p h y s ic ia n , se v­
e ral blocks fa r t h e r  a lo n g , “ w h y  he w a s  
fo llo w in g  y o u  ? A n d  w h y  d id  his c o m ­
p a n io n , i f  y o u  are  n o t m is ta k e n , h a v e  
th e  te m e r ity  to  e n te r y o u r  r o o m ?  S u c h  
a p ro c e e d in g , V a l ,  is h a r d ly  a t h in g  
to  be a tte m p te d  o p e n ly  in  a c ity  as w e ll 
policed as N e w  Y o r k . ”

“ P re c is e ly  w h a t I ’v e  been th in k in g  
all the e v e n in g ,”  c ris p ly  r e tu r n e d  the 
y o u n g e r  m a n . “ A n d ,  y o u  m ig h t a d d , 
o r d in a r y  b u rg la rs  d o  n o t, e ve n  w h e n  
w o r k in g  in p a ir s , ta k e  such chances 
as M r .  F a s h io n a b le  D i n e r  b a c k th e re , b y  
fo llo w in g  th e ir  in te n d e d  v ic tim  f o r  
m iles a fte r  b e in g  c a u g h t in th e  a c t, a n d  
the n  t r y  to  o v e r h e a r  his c o n v e rs a tio n  
w ith  a fr ie n d  at a d in n e r  e n g a g e m e n t 
in a p u b lic  d in in g  r o o m  lik e  the C a f e  
C e c il.”

" A r e  y o u  s u re ? ”
“ 1 w a tc h e d  h im  f o r  som e tim e  t r y in g

to  m a n e u v e r  in to  th a t table b e h in d  u s ,”  
a v e rre d  B o r d e n  p o s itiv e ly , “ a n d  w h e n  
he slip p e d  th e  head w a ite r  a b ill , I  dis­
ce rn e d it c le a r ly , e ve n  th o u g h  I  w as 
p e e r in g  in to  the m i r r o r . N o ,  d o c to r , 
y o u  are  q u ite  r ig h t a b o u t these m e n  
b e in g  n o  o r d in a r y  b u r g la r s . E l s e  w h y  
d id  th e y  pass u p  m y  b a g g a g e  a n d  de­
v o te  th e ir  a tte n tio n  to  p r y i n g  th e  p a d ­
lo c k  o f f  th e  o ld  sea chest in w h ic h  I  
b r o u g h t th a t s t u ff  f r o m  th e  isla n d  t o  
N e w  Y o r k ? ”

" W a s  n o th in g  else d is tu rb e d ? ”
“ N o t h i n g ."
“ H a v e  y o u  a n y  th e o r y  re g a rd in g  th e  

a ffa ir  ?”
" O n l y  s u s p ic io n s ,”  f r a n k l y  re p lie d  

B o r d e n . “ O b v i o u s l y , th e  J a p  w h o  w as 
so in te n t o n  w a tc h in g  m e a f t e r  w e  
la n d e d  at V a n c o u v e r  h a d  a pal w h o  
t o o k  u p  th e  tr a il  w h e r e  he le ft  o ff . 
P e r h a p s  th e  second ch a p u n d e rs to o d  
E n g li s h  b e tte r th a n  th e  c o o k  o n  th e  
w h a le r . W h a t e v e r  the r e a s o n , th e  firs t 
m a n  d ro p p e d  o u t o f  s ig h t, b u t I  c o u ld  
n o t shake  o f f  th e  on e  w h o  to o k  his 
plac e.

“ N o w ,  m a r k  c a r e fu lly  w h a t  h a p p e n s . 
I  com e to  N e w  Y o r k .  I  see th a t m y  
f o r m e r  in s tr u c to r  a t B r e n d e r  L a b o r a ­
t o r y , in th e  five  y e a rs  th a t h a v e  elapsed 
since I  firs t m e t h im , is a lre a d y  a p h y s i­
cian o f  consequence— a  specialist c o n ­
sid e re d  an a u t h o r ity  in  his lin e  o f  w o r k . 
T h e  n e w s p a p e rs  g iv e  m e y o u r  n a m e  
a n d  a d d re s s . I  m e e t y o u . Y o u  a n d  I  
t a lk  o v e r  a  c e rta in  p r o p o s itio n . Y o u  
a gree t o  h e lp  m e  to  fin d  o u t i f  a c o n ­
je c tu re  o f  m y  o w n  w ill  sta n d  scientific 
te sts. I  g iv e  y o u  s o m e th in g  I  fo u n d  
o n  a vo lc a n ic  is la n d — a n d  th e n  w h a t 
h a p p e n s  ?"

H e  b ro k e  o f f ,  s ta rin g  in te n tly  a t the 
o th e r  o c c u p a n t o f  th e  lim o u s in e .

" W e l l ,”  d r a w le d  F i t z m o r r i s ,  “ w e  
b o th  got r a th e r e n th u s e d , I  guess. I ’m  
all b u t c e rta in  th a t th e  fa m o u s  S e v e n  
C itie s  o f  C ib o la  w h ic h  C o r o n a d o , th e  
S p a n ia r d , h u n te d , h e ld n o  tre a s u re  c o m ­
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p a ra b le  to  th a t W h ic h  y o u  h a v e  s tu m b le d  
u p o n / ’

B o r d e n  n o d d e d . H i s  eyes g le a m e d  in  
the s e m id a rk n e ss o f  the sp e e d in g  c a r. 
H i s  fir m  j a w  set, o u tlin in g  the so m e ­
w h a t a n g u la r c o n to u r  o f  his fa c e  w it h  
an e x p re s s io n  s u g g e stin g  th e  m ilita n c y  
b u r n in g  w it h in .

“ T h e  C a f e  C e c il is q u ite  som e re s ta u ­
r a n t , d o c t o r ,”  he ir r e le v a n tly  re p lie d . 
“ A t  a guess I  s h o u ld  h a z a r d  the o p in io n  
th a t it cost a t least a h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  
d o lla rs  to  fit u p  th a t v e r y  n i f t y  in te r io r . 
A n d  th e  d in e rs  m u s t h a ve  som e in c om e  
to  he able to  a ffo r d  th e  e q u ip a g e , th e  
a ttir e , a n d  the w h e r e w ith a l t o  liq u id a te  
the m eal che cks, i f  th e y  eat th e re  o f t e n , 
eh ?"

“ It 's  th e  c ra c k d in in g  salon o f  th e  
c it y .”  acquiesced F i t z m o r r i s .

“ A n d  y e t ,”  w e n t o n  B o r d e n , his vo ic e  
lo w e r in g  a little , “ w h a t is it  c o m p a re d  
to  w h a t  I  h a v e — a n d  th e  place f r o m  
w h ic h  I  p ro c u re d  it?  A l l  so m u c h  d u ll, 
base lea d— w o r th le s s , u n s a t is fy in g , m e re  
ashes o f  d is illu s io n . W h y ,  d o c to r , i f  
w e  h a d  eve n  o n e  te n -th o u s a n d th  p a r t 
o f  the s tu ff  o n  th a t isla n d  he re  in  N e w  
Y o r k  a n d  sto re d  a w a y  in  y o u r  la b o ra ­
t o r y , w e ’ d m a k e  th e  fe llo w s  w h o  p u t  
u p  the b illio n -d o lla r  steel c o r p o r a tio n , 
th e  tra n s c o n tin e n ta l r a ilro a d s , a n d  th e  
b a n ks an d life -in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n ie s re ­
sem ble c h ild re n  p la y in g  w it h  m u d  p ie s, 
w o u ld n 't  w e ?”

" I t  w o u ld  a p p e a r so , V a l . ”
“ I t  is  s o ,”  w a r m ly  re s p o n d e d  B o r d e n . 

“ N o w , w h e n  y o u  a sk m e w h a t I  th in k  
a b o u t this a ffa ir  a t th e  h o te l, y o u  w ill  
u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  I  c a n ’t fo r m u la te  a n y  
th e o r y  th a t w ill  a p p e a r lo g ica l a n d  
re aso n a ble  w h e n  I  see m y s e lf  p o s s ib ly  
g r o w in g  as w e a lth y  as y o u r  w e a lth ie s t 
c lie n t, w h o  is the second w e a lth ie s t m a n  
in the w o r ld — a c c o rd in g  to  the S u n d a y  
n e w s p a p e rs .”

" D o  y o u  t h in k  th e  J a p  o n  th e  w h a le r  
g o t a peep in sid e  tlitf? ch e st? ”  asked 
F i t z m o r r i s . H i s  h a n d s w e re  tw is tin g

n e r v o u s ly  to g e th e r, a n d  h e  h u n g  e a g e rly  
o n  the w o r d s  o f  y o u n g  B o r d e n ’ s r e p ly .

“ I ’m  p o s itiv e  he d id n ’ t . T h e  lo c k  
w a s  n e v e r ta m p e r e d  w ith  u n til  th is  
a ft e r n o o n , w h e n  I  fo u n d  it p r ie d  o f f  
th e  chest a n d  the p a r t n e r  o f  th e  g e n tle ­
m a n  o v e r  in th e  C a f e  C e c il s ta n d in g  
th e re  w ith  a y o u n g  c r o w b a r  in  his 
h a n d .”

“ B u t  w h y ,”  p e rs is te d  th e  p h y s ic ia n , 
“ w e re  th e y  so in te n t o n  f o llo w in g  y o u  
a ft e r  y o u  la n d e d  ?”

“ Y e s — w h y ?  N o t  a so u l in  th e  S e n ­
a to r ’s  g ig  k n e w  w h a t I  h a d  in  th a t o ld  
slop chest o f  m in e .”

“ A r e  y o u  s u re ? ”
“ S u r e ?  W h y ,  h o w  cou ld  th e y  k n o w  

w h e n  I  d i d n ’t c o m p re h e n d  it  m y s e lf  
u n til  I  s ta rte d  to  o p e n  th e  chest a ft e r  
1  g o t  b a c k  h e re  to  N e w  Y o r k ? ”

" W h a t  k in d  o f  a chest w a s  it ? ”
“ A  v e r y  a n tiq u a te d  t e a k w o o d  a ffa ir  

w ith  a n  a i r - p r o o f  d in in g  o f  le a d — the 
k in d  in w h ic h  th e y  u se d to  ship tea d u r ­
in g  the d a y s  o f  the P a c ific  m e rc h a n t 
m a r in e . T h e y  b r in g  it o v e r  in s tra w  
m a t tin g  n o w a d a y s , w r a p p e d  in  lead fo il  
— s tr a w 's  c h e a p e r th a n  w o o d .”

“ W h a t  g a v e  y o u  th e  fir s t ide a  o f  its 
m e d ic in a l v a lu e ? ”

B o r d e n  s h ru g g e d  his s h o u ld e rs . 
“ A f t e r  all th e  e x p lo ita tio n  th is  p a r ­

tic u la r  c o m m o d ity  has re ce ive d  in  bo o ks 
a n d  m a g a z in e s ,”  he r e p lie d , “ is it s u r ­
p r is in g  t h a t a f o u r t h - y e a r  m e d ic a l s tu ­
d e n t s h o u ld  re c o g n ize  so m e  o f  its m a n ­
ife s ta tio n s ?  B u t  e ve n  th e n  I  c o u ld n ’ t 
be su re .  T h a t ’ s w h y  I ’m  e q u a lly  sure 
th e  Ja p s  w e re  a b s o lu te ly  ig n o ra n t o f  
th e  co n te n ts o f  m y  slop chest— e ve n  if  
p a r t  o f  it  d id  t u r n  o u t to  be fa b u lo u s ly  
v a lu a b le . I f  I  d id n 't  k n o w  i t , h o w  
c o u ld  th ey  guess it— e ve n  i f  th a t s te w ­
a rd  o n  the w h a le r  w a s a m in d  r e a d e r? ”  

“ F a b u lo u s  is a fine w o r d ,”  agreed 
F i t z m o r r i s ,  b re a th in g  a sigh o f  r e lie f, 
l i e  tu r n e d  to  th e  y o u n g e r  m a n  w ith  
s o m e th in g  n e a re r e n th u s ia s m  th a n  he 
h a d  e x h ib ite d  d u r in g  the e n tire  e v e n in g . 

" O n e  q u e s tio n  m o r e , V a l .  W h y  is



8 THE ‘P O P U L A R  M A G A ZIN E

it th a t y o u  m e n tio n e d  the d iffe re n c e  in 
n a tio n a lity  o f  these m e n  w h o  a re  so 
a n x io u s  to  p r y  in to  y o u r  business th a t 
th e y  to o k  a lo n g  chance o n  p e n a l s e rv i­
tu d e  o n  a b u r g la r y  ch a rg e — a n d  e ve n  
a f t e r  d is c o v e r y , b o th  o f  th e  f u t il it y  o f  
th e ir  a tte m p t a n d  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  
th e ir  in tr u s io n , th e y  ke e p o n  fo llo w in g  
y o u  ? D o  y o u  t h in k  th e y  h a ve  a n y  c o n ­
n e c tio n  w it h  th e  Ja p a n e s e  -ge n tle m a n  
w h o  firs t s ta rte d  th e  e spion age o f  y o u r  
a ffa ir s  o n  the P a c ific  C o a s t? "

" T h a t ’s easy— in th e o r y , at le a st, d o c ­
t o r . T h e  J a p  c o u ld n ’ t ta k e  a n y th in g  
lik e  th e  chance th a t a C a u c a s ia n  c o u ld  
ta k e  a r o u n d  a h o te l h e re  in N e w  Y o r k .  
S o  m y  h y p o th e s is  is th a t he  w e n t to  
on e  o f  these s e m i-c ro o k e d  p r iv a te  d e ­
te c tive  agencies in th e  c ity , a n d  p a id  
th e m  to  d o  w h a t he w a s  a fr a id  t o  t r y  
to  d o  f o r  h im s e lf— p r y  in to  th a t o ld  
che st. C a n 't  im a g in e  w h a t m y  J a p a ­
nese s h a d o w  e x p e c te d  to  fin d  in it. N o t  
m o n e y , c e r ta in ly , f o r  I  ha d to  w o r k  
m y  passage o n  th e  w h a le r . N e i t h e r  
C a p ta in  W a lla c e  n o r  a n y  o f  th e  o th e r  
ill- fa te d  th re e  m e n  w h o  a ft e r w a r d  
slip p e d  cable f o r  th e  last v o y a g e  th e y  
w ill  e v e r ta k e , k n e w  w h a t I  h a d  
secreted a g a in st a possible p ro lo n g e d  
p e rio d  w h ile  w e  re m a in e d  a d r i f t . 
T h e r e f o r e , f r o m  all I  can p a tc h  t o ­
g e th e r o f  fa c t o r  th e o r ie s , the Ja p s  
k n o w 1 n o th in g  w h a te v e r — b u t a re  in te n t 
o n  som e w e ir d  th e o r y  o f  th e ir  o w n .”

D o c t o r  F i t z m o r r i s  n o d d e d . “ I  a m  
g r e a tly  re lie ve d  a t y o u r  c o n c lu s io n s , 
V a l .  F r a n k l y ,  a secret as tre m e n d o u s  
as y o u  h a v e  re v e a le d , w ith  p o ssib ilitie s 
so s ta g g e rin g , n o t  o n ly  f r o m  th e  s ta n d ­
p o in t o f  science, b u t f r o m  th e  m o n e ta r y  
r e w a r d  to  fo llo w ' its c o n tr o l, has been 
r a th e r  w e a r in g  o n  m y  n e rv e s . T h e y  
a re  v e r y  m u c h  f r a y e d , a n y w a y , a ft e r  
th e  lo n g  b a ttle  o v e r  m y  w e a lth ie s t p a ­
t ie n t .”

B o r d e n  n o d d e d  s y m p a th e tic a lly .
" G l a d  I ’ m  n o t y o u , d o c to r . I  o n ly  

w o n d e r  th a t y o u  fo u n d  tim e  to  see m e 
at a ll. T h i s  th in g  o f  b a ttlin g  t o r  a

m a n 's  life  w h e n  he h a p p e n s to  be w o r th  
in  the n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  a b illio n  m a ke s 
a p h y s ic ia n  e a rn  all he gets in  th e  w a y  
o f  a fe e . B y  th e  w a y , h o w  is h e ? ”

F i t z m o r r i s  d id  n o t r e p ly . T h e  lim o u ­
sine w as p a u s in g  b e fo r e  th e  e n tra n c e  
to  his h o m e  on u p p e r  F i f t h  A v e n u e . 
H e  ste p p e d  th r o u g h  th e  d o o r , b e c k o n ­
in g  th e  y o u n g  m a n  to  fo l lo w  h im .

" I  t h i n k , in  v ie w  o f  th e  fa c t th a t 
w e m u s t t a lk  a little  f u r t h e r  b e fo re  
c o n c lu d in g  o u r  b u s in e s s , th a t y o u  h a d  
b e tte r co m e  i n , Y a l ,"  said h e .

T h e  tw o  m e n  e n te re d  th e  ho u se .
A s  th e y  d id  so, a fig u re  p e e rin g  o v e r  

th e  p a r k  w: all across the stre et rose a n d  
w a v e d  a h a n d k e r c h ie f tw ic e . A n o t h e r  
m a n , s tr o llin g  a t th e  c o r n e r  below ', 
w a lk e d  h u r r ie d ly  a w a y  t o w a r d  M a d i ­
son A v e n u e . N e i t h e r  o f  th e  t w o  b o re  
a n y  resem blance w h a te v e r  to  th e  su b ­
je c ts  o f  th e  M i k a d o . O n  th e  c o n t r a r y , 
th e y  seem ed to  be w e ll-s e t-u p , a le r t, 
v ig o r o u s  y o u n g  A m e r ic a n s , s o m e w h e re  
a r o u n d  t h i r t y  ye a rs  o f  a ge.

T h e  m a n  wdio h u r r ie d ly  l e f t  th e  c o r­
n e r d id  n o t g o  f a r . H e  m e r e ly  e n ­
te re d  th e  p r iv a te  p h o n e  b o o th  o f  a 
c ig a r store o n  a cross stre et n e a r M a d ­
ison  A v e n u e .

" H e l l o ,  is th is  S t u y . 2 1 2 1 X ?  W e l l ,  
t h e n , th is  is N u m b e r  N i n e  s p e a k in g . 
T h e  y o u n g  p a r t y  a n d  th e  o ld e r  o n e  ju s t 
n o w ' w e n t in to  the n e s t. N o ,  I  d id n ’ t 
see ’ e m . N u m b e r  S e v e n ’ s p la n te d  th e re  
— he  g a v e  m e  th e  sign w h e n  th e  b ird s  
flu tte r e d  in . W h a t ’ s th a t?  T h o u g h t  
th e y  s h o o k  N u m b e r  O n e ?  A  f a t  chance 
th e y , h a d  o f  th a t. T h e  d e v il y o u  s a y ! 
W h y ,  w e  h a d  a lr e a d y  c o ve re d  th e  n e s t, 
so wre w e re  p e r fe c tly  sa fe  o n  t h a t score. 
A l l  r ig h t — I 'l l  e x p e c t r e lie f b y  m i d ­
n ig h t. S u r e . I f  a n y t h in g  b r e a k s , I ’ ll 
ke e p a ft e r  th e  y o n n g  g i n k .”

W h e r e u p o n  " N u m b e r  N i n e ”  w 'alked 
q u ic k ly  b a c k  to  his fo r m e r  p o s itio n  at 
th e  e n d  o f  th e  s tre e t. F r o m  w h e re  he 
m a in ta in e d  his p a t r o l , he c o u ld  d is­
cern th e  w a tc h e r b e fo r e  th e  h o u s e , to
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w h o m  he had a llu d e d  as " X u m b e r  
S e v e n .”

A n d ,  u n c o n sc io u s o f  the d u a l e s p io n ­
a ge , w it h in  the house D o c t o r  H u g h  
F i t z m o r r i s  a n d  Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  e n te re d  
the p r iv a c y  o f  the f o r m e r ’ s s tu d y .

" L e t ’ s see, w h e re  w e re  w e ? ”  began 
the p h y s ic ia n , te n d e r in g  his fr ie n d  a 
c ig a r.

“ I  h a d  ju s t asked y o u  h o w  O l d  
Croesus w as g e ttin g  a lo n g ? ”

" Q u i t e  so , V a l .  I  recall th e  q u e s tio n  
n o w . W e l l ,  t o  be f r a n k , he sh o w s a 
w o n d e r fu l  im p r o v e m e n t. N o t w it h s t a n d ­
in g  his a d v a n c e d  a ge , I  h a v e  succeeded 
in a r re s tin g  the m o re  m a lig n a n t s y m p ­
to m s o f  his a ilm e n t, a n d , p r o p o r t io n ­
a te ly , his o p tim is m  is r e t u r n in g ."

" N o  o n e  k n o w s , as y e t , th a t he 
has--------”

" S - s - s h ! "  F it/ •m o r r is  ra ise d  his h a n d  
w ith  a f r o w n . " N o  one b u t y o u  a n d 
m e , V a l — h im s e lf , a n d  G o d !  W h a t  is 
m o r e , n o  o n e  m u s t k n o w — o r e ve n  sus­
pect th e  te rrib le  n a tu re  o f  his in d is p o s i­
tio n . I  h a v e  g iv e n  it o u t as in d ig e s tio n  
— w h ic h  is s tr ic tly  tr u e — b u t n o t all o f  
the t r u t h . Y o u  a p o lo g ize d  to  m e to ­
n ig h t f o r  y o u r  d e la y . M y  b o y , I  h a v e n ’t 
y e t to ld  ‘ O l d  C ro e s u s ,' as y o u  r e fe r  to  
m y  w e a lth y  p a tie n t, th a t I  h a v e  s tro n g  
hopes o f  his r e c o v e r y . I  h a v e  le a rn e d  
to  ke e p m y  hopes to  m y s e lf— a n d  let 
th e  p a tie n t’s c o n d itio n  re ve a l the im ­
p r o v e m e n t w h ic h  I  a n tic ip a te  w ill  f o l ­
lo w  th e  tre a tm e n t I  a m  g iv in g . B u t  
p e r m it m e to  n o w  a p o lo g ize  to  y o u  f o r  
the d e la y w h ic h  has o c c u rre d  since o u r  
first c o n fe re n c e . 1 w a n te d  to  be cer­
ta in — a lth o u g h  I  c o u ld  see a d iffe re n c e  
a fte r  the firs t d a y . O l d  Croesus is g o in g  
to get w e ll— p e rh a p s — a n d  the c re d it is 
d u e , n o t to  D o c t o r  F i t z m o r r i s , as the 
second w e a lth ie s t m a n  in the w o r ld  m is ­
ta k e n ly  th in k s — b u t to  y o u , V a l . "

" Y o u  m e a n  th e -------- ”
A g a i n  th e  w a r n in g  h a lf  f r o w n  a n d  

th e  u p ra is e d  h a n d  o f  the p h y s ic ia n  
checked th e  im p e tu o u s  y o u t h ’ s w o r d s .

" I  w a s in te n d in g  to m e n tio n  w h a t

1 h a d  b r o u g h t , n o t  th e  m a la d y ,”  said 
B o r d e n , w ith  a slig h t flu sh  o f  a n n o y ­
ance.

" H o w  lo n g  w ill  it ta k e  y o u  to  g e t 
a n o th e r  a n d  la rg e r s u p p ly  o f  it? ”

T h e  p h y s ic ia n 's  b ru s q u e  q u e r y  t o o k  
n o  c o g n iza n c e  o f  th e  o t h e r ’ s e x c u s e .

" I  c a n n o t say d e fin ite ly , d o c t o r .”  
" W e l l ,  a p p r o x im a t e ly  ?”
" I t  w o u ld  all d e p e n d  o n  th e  re so u rce s 

a t m v  d is p o s a l.”
“ H o w  m u c h  m o n e y  w ill  y o u  re­

re q u ire  ?”
" H a v e n 't  th o u g h t. I ’ d  need a s h ip , 

a c r e w , a n a v ig a t o r , su ita b le  c o n ta in e rs  
— a n d  th e re 's  the e le m e n t o f  lu c k  t o  
c o n s id e r. F o r t u n a t e l y , it's  s p rin g  a l­
r e a d y , a n d  th e  ice w ill be r u n n in g  o u t  
w h e n  I  g e t u p  th a t w a y — i f  I  g o .”  

" W h e n  can y o u  be re a d y  t o  s ta r t? ”  
" A s  soon as I  g e t m y  c lo th e s .”  
F i t z m o r r i s  m a d e  a g e s tu re  o f  im p a ­

tie n ce . T h e n  h is fa ce  w r e a th e d  in a  
g e n tle  a n d  w in n in g  sm ile .

“ P a r d o n  m e , V a l ,  y o u  d o n ’ t re a lize  
y e t w h a t th is  a ffa ir  has c o m e  t o  m e a n  
to  m e — a n d  m y  p a tie n t. D o n ’t g o  b a c k  
to  th e  h o te l f o r  y o u r  c lo th e s. D o n ’ t  
ta k e  a n y  chances a t all o f  a re n e w a l 
o f  th is  m y s te r io u s  e sp io n a g e . H e r e ’ s 
the second rich e st m a n  in  th e  w o r ld —  
d o o m e d  t o  die  a s lo w , a g o n iz in g  d e a th . 
O n l y  o n e  th in g  can save h im — th e  as­
su ran ce  o f  his p h y s ic ia n  th a t he has 
one o f  the ra re s t m e d ic a m e n ts  in  the 
w o r ld  at his d is p o s a l. C a n  y o u  be 
re a s o n a b ly  su re  o f  se c u rin g  a n o th e r  
s u p p ly  i f  y o u  h a v e  a m p le  b a c k in g ? ”

" I f  the island is still th e r e , I  o u g h t 
t o , d o c to r . B u t , y o u  m u s t r e m e m b e r, 
it is o f  recent v o lc a n ic  f o r m a t i o n .”  

F i t z m o r r i s  searched th e  s p e a k e r’ s 
face w it h  eyes in  w h ic h  th e  u n c e r ­
t a in t y  o f  th e  b a ttle  f o r  his p a tie n t’ s 
life  re fle cte d a h a u n tin g  m e la n c h o ly .

" V a l ,  th e r e ’ s n o th in g  in  c h e m is try  o f  
w h ic h  I  c a n n o t a v a il m y s e lf , p r o v id e d  
m o n e y  w ill  b u y  it. I n  tb e  tr e a tm e n t o f  
th is  m a la d y  w e  m u s t ta k e  in to  a c c o u n t 
one o f  th e  m o s t p e c u lia r a n d  in e x p lic a ­
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ble fa cts in  all N a t u r e — a fa c t w h ic h  
is a b s o lu te ly  in c o n tr o v e r tib le , e ve n  
w h ile  o n ly  p a r t ia lly  c o m p re h e n s ib le .”

" W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ? "
B o r d e n  lea n e d f o r w a r d  in his c h a ir . 

H i s  flu sh e d  fa ce  a n d  s h in in g  eyes 
s h o w e d  th e  suspense th a t filled h im . 
l i e  re a lize d  th e  tre m e n d o u s  significance 
o f  th e  m o m e n t— the c o n firm a tio n  o f  his 
fo n d e s t hopes o r  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  his 
fa b r ic  o f  d re a m s  w o u ld  fo llo w  th e  e nd 
o f  th a t c o n v e r s a tio n .

" I  w ill  illu s tr a te ,”  said F i t z m o r r i s , 
r e lig h tin g  his c ig a r d e lib e ra te ly .

" O v e r  in  G e r m a n y  th e re  is a c e rta in  
w e ll o f  w a te r  o f  u n u s u a l p ro p e rtie s . 
T h e y  use it  to  m a k e  p h o to g r a p h ic  p a p e r 
o f  e x q u is ite  se n sitive n e ss. V a s t  q u a n ­
titie s are im p o r te d  y e a r ly  o f  this p a p e r, 
r u n n in g  in to  m illio n s  o f  d o lla rs  in v a lu e . 
O n  all th is  a h e a v y  d u ty  has to  be p a id , 
n o t because th e y  are  p h ila n th r o p is ts , b u t 
because th e y  c a n n o t d o  o th e rw is e .

" S o  th e  p h o to g r a p h ic  m a n u fa c tu r e r s  
w h o  p a y  these e n o rm o u s  du ties u p o n  
this p a p e r h a ve  s o u g h t f o r  ye a rs  to  
a n a ly ze  this w a te r , in o r d e r  to  m a k e  
this p a p e r in A m e r ic a .

" T h e  G e r m a n  c h e m is ts , w ith  th e ir  
s u p e rh u m a n  p a tie n c e , h a v e  c a ta lo g u e d  
e v e ry  o rg a n ic  a n d  in o rg a n ic  cle m e n t 
k n o w n  to  c h e m is try . B u t  a lw a y s  in the 
case o f  this p e c u lia r w a t e r , th e re  has 
re m a in e d  a subtle r e s id u u m  w h ic h  
w o u ld  n o t re s o lv e . H e n c e , th e y  c a n n o t 
m a n u fa c tu r e  it in the U n i t e d  S ta te s , al­
th o u g h  th e y h a v e  spent h u n d r e d s  a n d  
h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o lla rs  in 
the e ffo r t  to  w re s t this secret o f  c h e m ­
is tr y  f r o m  th e  flu id  o f  this G e r m a n  
w e ll ."

B o r d e n 's  n o d  s h o w e d  th a t he c o m ­
p re h e n d e d . T h e  p h y s ic ia n  c o n t in u e d :

" W e  d o n 't  h a v e  to g o  to  G e r m a n y  
f o r  an illu s tr a tio n , h o w e v e r . R i g h t  up 
here in N e w  Y o r k  S ta te  w e  h a ve  a 
s im ila r e x a m p le . T h e  w a te r  a r o u n d  
G lo v e r s v ille  a n d  J o h n s t o w n  possesses 
c e rta in  r e c o g n iza b le , b u t also in c o m p re ­
h e n s ib le , p ro p e rtie s  w h ic h  m a k e  f o r

w o n d e r f u l  tr e a tm e n t o f  th e  le a th e r used 
in  m a k in g  g lo v e s . I  a m  to ld  th e y  can ­
n o t a r tific ia lly  cre a te  th a t q u a lity  b y  a n y  
ch e m ical research w ith  w h ic h  w e  a re  
n o w  a c q u a in te d . Y o u  can see h o w  im ­
p o r t a n t  th is  p rin c ip le  is in th e  case o f  
m y  p a tie n t a n d  th e  p e c u lia r m e d ic a ­
m e n t I  re q u ire  f o r  h im . M o n e y  m e a n s 
n o th in g  to  h im . Croesus o f  o ld  w as 
p o o r  c o m p a re d  to  his g ig a n tic  fin a n c ia l 
re so u rce s. B u t  ‘ all th a t a m a n  h a th  
w ill  he g iv e  f o r  his l i f e .’ H o w  m u c h  
m o n e y  w ill y o u  need to  g o  a f t e r  a fre s h  
s u p p ly , a n d  h o w  soon  can y o u  be b a c k 
h e re  w ith  it ? ”

B o r d e n  p o n d e r e d . T h e  earnestness 
o f  his fo r m e r  in s tr u c to r  l e f t  h im  a little  
d a z e d . T h e  tr a n s itio n  f r o m  p o v e r t y  
a n d  o b s c u r ity  to  a p o s itio n  w h e re  he 
w a s  p r iv ile g e d  to  n a m e  his o w n  fig u re  
f o r  his services w a s  a n e w  e x p e rie n c e  
to  a y o u n g  m a n  n o t y e t t w e n t y - s i x  ye a rs  
o f  age.

" I  c o u ld  g e t a lo n g  f o r  less, p e r h a p s ,”  
he b e g a n , a ft e r  a lo n g  p e r io d  o f  th o u g h t, 
" b u t  I  d o n 't  see h o w  I  c o u ld  be h in ­
d e re d  m u c h  i f  I  h a d  f i f t y  th o u s a n d  d o l­
lars a v a ila b le  f o r  a n y  e m e rg e n c y th a t 
m ig h t a ris e . A n d ,  w it h  g o o d  lu c k , I  
m ig h t get b a c k  in  'n in e ty  d a y s .”

F i t z m o r r i s  rose f r o m  his c h a ir , w e n t 
to  th e  sa fe  a t th e  side o f  the s tu d y , 
a n d  w h ir l e d 't h e  c o m b in a tio n . U n l o c k ­
in g  th e  in n e r d o o r  w ith  a k e y , he a b ­
stra c te d  a p a c k a g e  o f  b ills .

T h e s e  he b r o u g h t o v e r  to  the w a itin g  
y o u n g  m a n .

“ H e r e  a re  a h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  d o l­
la r s , Y a l , ”  said he as q u ie tly  as i f  the 
tra n s a c tio n  w e re  o n e  in v o lv in g  o n ly  a 
h u n d r e d . " N o w  y o u  u n d e r s ta n d  w h y  
I  s a id : ‘ D o n ’t b o th e r  to  go b a c k f o r  
y o u r  c lo th e s , a n d  d o n ’t  ta k e  a n y  
c h a n c e s.’ I n  a n  h o u r  th e  fa s t n ig h t 
t r a in  leave s f o r  C h ic a g o . T a k e  m y  
lim o u s in e  d ire c t to  th e  te rm in a l a n d  
b o a r d  th a t tr a in . T e le g r a p h  to  C le v e ­
la n d  o r B u ffa lo  f o r  w h a t clothes y o u  
need en r o u te . H a v e  th e m  b r o u g h t to 
th e  tr a in . F r o m  C h ic a g o  y o u  can m a k e
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S e a ttle  in th re e  d a ys b y  a n y one o f  
several d iffe r e n t ro u te s . 1 d o n 't  k n o w  
h o w  fa r  it is to V a n c o u v e r , n o r  h o w  
f a r  V a n c o u v e r  is fr o m  y o u r  m y s te r i­
o u s is la n d ."

T h e  p h y s ic ia n  pan-sal im p re s s iv e ly .
“ I  o n ly  k n o w  th a t w ith  th is  s u m  

y o u  s h o u ld  be able to  beat F a t h e r  T i m e  
to  a lin e , w h ite  f r o t h . R e n t  a b o a t, 
b u y  o n e , d o  a n y th in g  w h ic h  in y o u r  
ju d g m e n t is n e ce ssa ry. O n l y ,  g e t t o  
y o u r  isla n d  as soon as y o u  c a n , a n d  get 
b a c k  as q u ic k ly  as y o u  c a n .”

C H A P T E R  I I I .
SUSPECTED.

F o r  seven lo n g  h o u rs  the S e c r e ta r y  
o f  .State o f  the U n it e d  S ta te s h a d  
w o r k e d  at his d e s k , fo llo w in g  a secret 
cabin et m e e tin g  at w h ic h  th e  C o m m itte e  
o n  F o r e ig n  R e la tio n s  o f  th e  S e n a te  h a d  
c o n fe rre d  w ith  th e  P re s id e n t a n d  his 
a d vis e rs .

A n o t h e r  m e e tin g , th is  tim e  o f  eve n  
g re a te r possible sig n ific a n c e , w a s sched­
u le d to  ta k e  place w it h in  tw e lv e  h o u rs . 
T h e  A m e r ic a n  n a tio n  w a s  tr e m b lin g  o n  
th e  b r in k  o f  the m o s t te rrib le  crisis 
w h ic h  it h a d  fa ce d  fo llo w in g  th e  acute 
a n d  p re c a rio u s  p o s itio n  it h a d  o ccu pie d 
w ith  re g a rd  to  M e x i c o , w h e n  th a t t u r ­
b u le n t c o u n tr y  h a d  been to r n  b y  in w a r d  
s tr ife  o f  a v iru le n c e  u n p a ra lle le d  in its 
h is to r y  as a re p u b lic .

E v e n  a S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  is notf 
p h y s ic a lly  im p r e g n a b le ; a n d  n o t w i t h ­
s ta n d in g  his g ia n t’ s p h y s iq u e  and ye a rs 
o f  w h o le so m e  liv in g , he fe lt  the f r i g h t ­
fu l  s tra in  w h ic h  h a d  been his p o r tio n  
f o r  m o n th s  pa st.

H o l d i n g  h im s e lf re s o lu te ly  to  the u n ­
e n d in g  ro u tin e  o f  his d u tie s  as c h ie f 
cabinet o ffic e r, he fe lt his s tre n g th  slip ­
p in g  a w a y ; his ta u t n e rve s  seemed 
a b o u t to  s h rie k  th e ir  p ro te s t at the e x ­
c ru c ia tin g  p a in  re s u ltin g  fr o m  the o v e r ­
s tra in  to  w h ic h  th e y  b a d  lo n g  been sub­
jected ; his w o n d e r fu l  a n d  a b o u n d in g  
v ita lity  ebbed m o re  a n d  m o re  u n d e r

th e  a c c u m u la te d  w o r k  w h ic h  he m u s t 
still dispose o f  b e fo r e  se e kin g  th e  rest 
w hich, o u tra g e d  n a tu r e  so g r u d g in g ly  
g a v e .

F o r  m o n th s  the S e c r e ta r y  h a d  been 
o n  the fir in g  l i n e ; his s m ilin g  fa c e  had 
m a ske d  the fo r e b o d in g s  o f  the b ra in  
s tru g g lin g  w ith  the p r o b le m  o f  p la c a t­
in g  an O r ie n t a l  n a tio n  w h o s e  p e rs is t­
ency in  m a tte rs  o f  A m e r ic a n  leg isla ­
tio n  w a r r a n te d  th e  b e lie f th a t J a p a n  
w as o n ly  se e kin g  som e s u b te rfu g e  to  
j u s t i f y  a w a r  o f  a g g r a n d iz e m e n t in  the 
F a r  E a s t — a n o th e r  c o n flic t in  w h ic h  the 
te r r ito r ia l  e x p a n s io n  o f  o ld  N i p p o n  
co u ld be a c h ie v e d .

F o r  m o n th s  the S e c r e ta r y  h a d  u n ­
c o m p la in in g ly  b o r n e  th e  b a rb e d  ta u n ts  
o f  the press o f  his n a tiv e  l a n d ; he had 
m a n e u v e re d  each de lica te  b it  o f  sta te ­
c r a ft  in tru s te d  to  his h ig h  office w it h  
s u p e rh u m a n  in g e n u ity  a n d  p a tie n c e ; he 
h a d  p e rs o n a lly  ru she d across th e  c o n ­
tin e n t to  C a li f o r n ia  to  p ro te s t a g a in st 
le g is la tio n  in th e  G o ld e n  S ta te  w h ic h  
m ig h t f u r t h e r  in fla m e  an a lr e a d y  re s tive  
a n d  in to le ra n t n a t i o n ; he h a d  b ru s h e d  
aside the in siste n c y o f  th e  Ja p a n e s e  a m ­
b a ssa d o r w ith  th e  sheer m a g n e tis m  o f  
his p e r s o n a lit y ; he had e v a d e d , e x ­
p la in e d , c a jo le d , u n til th e re  w a s  n o  lo o p ­
h o le  o f  d ip lo m a c y , n o  tr ic k  o f  fe n c e  
w ith  th e  ra p ie r o f  in te r n a tio n a l c u s to m , 
u sa g e , o r  p re c e d e n t w it h  w h ic h  to  
lo n g e r  t u r n  aside th e  th r e a te n in g  s w o r d  
o f  the S a m u r a i— o n ly  th e  last d itc h  o f  
a re fe re n c e  to  th e  C o n g re s s  a n d  th e  
P r e s id e n t o f  the U n i t e d  S ta te s  f o r  ac­
tio n  ; a n d  w ith  th a t re fe re n c e  a c o p y  
o f  the u lt im a t u m  w h ic h  l e f t  n o  a lte r n a ­
tiv e  b u t a w a r  s h o u ld  C o n g re s s  a n d  
th e  P r e s id e n t in  t u r n  re fu s e  to  m o d i f y  
the a g re e m e n ts  w h ic h  th e  S e c r e ta r y  
h im s e lf h a d  fr a m e d  in  his last e ffo r t  
to  m e e t the w ish e s o f  the M i k a d o .

A n d  th is — he sm ile d as he t h o u g h t 
o f  th e  f u t il it y  o f  th a t last step in to  
w h ic h  he h a d  been fo r c e d — c o u ld  o n ly  
a v a il as a f u r t h e r  p r e t e x t  f o r  a d e la y  
o f  p e rh a p s a m o n t h , p e rh a p s s ix  w e e k s ,
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b e fo r e  w a r , h o r r id , e x h a u s tin g , r e p u l­
sive — w a r  w h ic h  w a s a s y n o n y m  f o r  
hell its e lf— w a r  w h o s e  in c re d ib le  cost 
in  lives a n d  h u m a n  e n e r g y , as w e ll as 
n a tio n a l w e a lth  w o u ld  stag ge r w h a t w as 
le ft  o f  h u m a n it y  w h e n  it h a d  been co n ­
c lud e d as n o  co n flict e v e r b e fo r e  staged 
o n  e a rth  h a d  sh a ke n  its s u r v iv o r s .

T h e  g h o st o f  a g r im  sm ile tw itc h e d  
his lips as his h e a v y  eyes re ste d  o n  
th e  w a ll m a ps g r o u p e d  a g a in s t th e  side 
o f  the ro o m  d ir e c tly  in  f r o n t  o f  his 
d e s k . T h e y  w e re  all cased in  a r e s tfu l 
shade o f  g re e n , ro lle d  tig h tly  w h e n  n o t 
in  u s e , a n d  d r a w n  to  th e ir  fu ll  le n g th  
b y  green  c o rd s , te r m in a tin g  in  g re e n  
tassels a t e ith e r  e n d .

O n  o n e  side o f  th e  w a ll w h e re  th e y  
reposed h u n g  a l ife -s iz e  p o r t r a it  o f  
A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n ; o n  th e  n ic h e  o p p o ­
site w a s U ly s s e s  S . G r a n t 's  p ic tu re  in  
a fr a m e  o f  the sam e d im e n s io n s ; ju s t  
a b o ve  the to p  m a p  h u n g  a sm a lle r p o r ­
t r a it  o f  G e o rg e  W a s h in g t o n .

B u t  it w a s n o t th e  presence o f  these 
th re e  p o r tr a its  w h ic h  caused the h a lf -  
h u m o r o u s , h a lf-d e r is iv e  tw itc h  at th e  
c o rn e rs o f  the S e c r e ta r y 's  m o u th . E a c h  
m a p  w as le tte re d  p la in ly  in  g o ld . T h e  
c o n tra s t w a s  so m a r k e d  th a t th e  n am e s 
w e re  vis ib le  f r o m  w h e re  he sat.

In s te a d , it w as the su d d e n  r e a liza ­
tio n  o f  the fa c t , w h ic h  in  all his te rm  
o f  office h a d  h ith e r to  escaped his a tte n ­
t io n , th a t the to p  m a p  w a s th e  la rg e s t 
o f  a ll, in b re a d th  a n d  le n g t h ; th a t it 
w a s n e are st to th e  u n tr o u b le d , peace­
f u l ,  a n d , ju s t  n o w , p a r tic u la r ly  re a s s u r­
in g  co u n ten a n ce  o f  W a s h in g t o n , fa th e r  
o f  his c o u n tr y — a lth o u g h  the live  sin is­
te r letters t o -d a y  b la ze d  ba ck at h im  
in a b a le fu l g la re  w h ic h  spelled th e  
n a m e  o f  " J a p a n ."

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  r o -e  a n d  w a lk e d  
a r o u n d  the r o o m  in p r o fo u n d  th o u g h t. 
H i s  leo n in e  head bent fo r w a r d  as i f  
the w e ig h ty  ideas w it h in  fo u n d  it nec­
e s s a ry to  s u p p o rt th e m se lve s p a r tia lly  
b y  re stin g  his chin  u p o n  his h u g e  c h e s t; 
h is la rg e  h a n d s , w ith  th e ir  s tr o n g ,

s q u a re -e n d e d  fin g e rs , w e re  th ru s t in to  
his tro u s e rs  p o c k e ts ; a n d  the u n s e e in g  
eyes to o k  in n o  d e ta il o f  th e  fa m ilia r  
s u r r o u n d in g s .

T h e  w o r r ie d  m a n ’s v is io n  w a s w h o lly  
in tro s p e c tiv e . T h e  n a tio n  h a d  be gu n  
w ith  W a s h in g t o n . W o u l d  its g lo r y  end 
w ith  J a p a n ?  W e r e  these t w o  th in g s —  
th e  p o r t r a it  in oil a n d  th e  lith o g ra p h e d  
m a p — the s y m b o ls  o f  d e s tin y ’ s A l p h a  
a n d  O m e g a ?

T h e r e  w as m u c h  to  su stain  th e  w h i m ­
sical c o n c lu s io n — i f  one lo o k e d  w it h  the 
eyes o f  m a te ria l p e rc e p tio n  u p o n  the 
im p e n d in g  crisis. J a p a n , re p u te d  f o r  
y e a rs  fo llo w in g  h e r w a r  w it h  R u s s ia  to  
be b a n k r u p t , h a d , n e ve rth e le s s , sent the 
o ffic e r second in  c o m m a n d  to  T o g o  
a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  o n  a p re te n d e d  “ d ip ­
lo m a tic  m is s io n ,’ ’ in w h ic h  a c o u sin  
r o y a l o f  th e  M i k a d o  h a d  c a rrie d  a dec­
o r a tio n  f r o m  th e  r u le r  o f  J a p a n  to  K i n g  
E d w a r d , o f  E n g l a n d , in r e tu r n  f o r  the 
" O r d e r  o f  the G a r t e r ,”  w h ic h  th a t 
m e r r y  m o n a rc h  h a d  b e s to w e d  u p o n  h im . 
T h e  S e c r e ta r y 's  sm ile  b ro a d e n e d  a n d  
th e  g r im  c h a ra c te r o f  it w a s in te n s ifie d  
as lie re ca lle d th e  s c ra p b o o k  a t his 
h o m e  in w h ic h  he c a r e fu lly  p re s e rv e d  a 
c lip p in g  f r o m  a S e a ttle  m o r n in g  n e w s ­
p a p e r — lo n g  since d e fu n c t— w h ic h  h a d  
a p p e a re d  in  1 9 0 7 .

O n e  m a n  in  all the w o r ld  h a d  “ called 
th e  t u r n "  u p o n  th a t fa rc ic a l e n to u ra g e  
— m a s k in g  the d ia b o lic a l s u b tle ty  o f  
J a p a n ’ s real p u rp o s e — a y o u n g  r e p o r te r .

I t  w as F r e d  K i lg o r e  w h o  had n o tifie d  
th e  P a c ific  C o a s t , the d a y  b e fo r e  the 
Ja p a n e s e  a d m ira l a n d  his a c c o m p a n y ­
in g  officers sailed o n  the D a k o ta  f o r  
Y o k o h a m a  o n  th e ir last leg o f  th e  w o r ld  
t o u r , o f  th e  re al sign ifica n ce  o f  th e ir  
m is s io n .

I t  w as K i lg o r e  w h o  ha d called to  the 
a tte n tio n  o f  the u n h e e d in g  w o r ld  th a t 
e v e r y  m a n  in th a t g r o u p  h a d  been 
e ith e r an a r m )' o r  n a v y  o ffice r o f  the 
M ik a d o 's  fo rc e s , save o n ly  P r in c e  
Y o s h a m a , the r o y a l c o u s in , w h o  had 
been m e t b y  the o th e rs  at P a r is , a n d
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th e re  r e tu r n e d , a ft e r  th e  b e s to w a l o f  
the M i k a d o ’ s g i f t  u p o n  E n g l a n d ’ s th e n  
M u g .

I t  W’as K i l g o r e , a s tu te , e b u llie n t, an d 
p a trio tic  to  the c o re , w h o  h a d  aske d th e  
J a p s , p o in t-b la n k , w h y  fig h tin g  m e n , i n ­
stead o f  d ip lo m a ts  o r  o th e r  m e m b e rs  
o f  the r o y a l f a m il y , h a d  been sent as 
a m b a ssa d o rs to  E n g la n d  f o r  such a p u r ­
pose ; it w a s K i lg o r e  w h o  h a d  p r in te d  
th e  nam es o f  each Ja p a n e s e  in  th e  p a r t y , 
w ith  his official t i t l e ; w h o  h a d  “ p la y e d  
u p ”  the u n g u a rd e d  boasts o f  J a p a n ’ s 
c h ie f n a v a l c o n s tr u c to r  o f  th e  v is its  the 
p a r t y  had m a d e  to  the do cks a t K i e l ,  
in  G e r m a n y ; to  th e  n a v a l d e po ts a t 
H a v r e ; to  the lo n g  in sp e c tio n  o f  E n g ­
la n d ’ s fig h tin g  c r a ft  at P o r t s m o u t h ; to  
th e  F o r e  R i v e r  y a r d s  in M a s s a c h u s e tts  
a n d  tho se  o n  the D e la w a r e  a t P h ila d e l­
p h ia — in A m e r i c a ; w h ile  o th e r m e n  
fr o m  o ld  N i p p o n  h a d  lik e w is e  g le a n e d  
priceless m i li t a r y  in fo r m a t io n  f r o m  
a r m y  posts in all c o u n trie s  v is ite d .

I t  w a s th is  w h ic h  h a d  a ttra c te d  the 
a tte n tio n  o f  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e , th e n  
a s e n a to r, to  the y o u n g  n e w s p a p e r m a n ; 
a n d fr o m  his sm a ll a n d  o th e rw is e  u n ­
n o tic e d  in c id e n t h a d  d e ve lo p e d  his c o n ­
fidence in  K i lg o r e , n o w , te n  y e a rs  la te r , 
his c o n fid e n tia l m a n  in th e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  S ta te .

A n d ,  e v e r a f t e r w a r d , J a p a n , the s u p ­
po se d b a n k r u p t , h a d  been la v is h ly  
e x p e n d in g  v a s t s u m s , p r e p a r in g — f o r  
w h a t?

K i lg o r e  h a d  seen w h a t  he h im s e lf 
h a d  g u e s s e d ; a n d  now ' th e  p r o p h e c y  o f  
th e  tre n c h a n t n e w s p a p e r w r it e r  as w e ll 
as th e  la te n t fe a r  o f  th e  fo r m e r  sena­
to r  w;as ju s tifie d  in the hopeless s itu a ­
tio n  w dth w h ic h  th e  g o v e r n m e n t o f  the 
U n it e d  S ta te s w a s c o n f r o n t e d : e ith e r a 
h u m ilia tin g  s u rre n d e r to  the d ic ta tio n  
o f  a fo r e ig n  r u le r  in the m a tte r  o f  f r a m ­
in g  A m e r ic a 's  im m ig r a tio n  la w s o r — he 
s h u d d e re d  a t th e  a w f u l  significance o f  
th e  th re e  le tte rs — W  A  R !

T h e  d o o r  to  the r o o m  o f  his p r iv a te  
se cre ta ry o p e n e d .

F r e d  K i l g o r e  ste p p e d  in .
“ I  b e g  y o u r  p a r d o n , M r .  S e c r e ta r y ,"  

he b e g a n , w ith  a s tric t o b s e rva n c e  o f  
th e  official e tiq u e tte  o f  th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  
s ta tio n , “ 1 k n o w  y o u  are  v e r y  b u s y  a n d  
v e r y  tir e d . B u t  th is  d is p a tc h  f r o m  th e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  P a c ific , a lth o u g h  i n ­
n o c u o u s e n o u g h  o f  i ts e lf , is a th in g  
w h ic h  I  fe e l w e  sh o u ld  n o t d is re g a rd  in  
th e  p re s e n t state o f  a f f a ir s .”

“ W h a t  is it , F r e d ? ”
“ A  w ir e  in  c ip h e r f r o m  N u m b e r  O n e . 

A  y o u n g  m a n  p a ssin g  u n d e r  the n a m e  
o f  V a lj e a n  B o r d e n , p o s in g  as a p u r s e r ’ s 
a s s is ta n t, b u t w o r k in g  as a n  able sea­
m a n  o n  a t r a m p  w h a le r , s ir , l e f t  S e a ttle  
last n ig h t. N u m b e r  O n e  says t h a t in  
his c o m p a n y , c o n s ta n tly , is a Ja p a n e s e  
w h o m  he has h a d  u n d e r  s u rv e illa n c e  
f o r  a lo n g  tim e  as a suspected s p y . A l s o , 
the J a p  s te w a rd  o n  th e  w h a le r  w a s  
seen h a n g in g  a r o u n d  th is  B o r d e n ’ s 
lo d g in g  house in V a n c o u v e r — a c c o rd ­
in g  to  N u m b e r  T h r e e , w h o  passed th e  
tip  to  N u m b e r  O n e . O n e  says th a t 
N u m b e r  S e v e n , w h o m  he  assigned to  
th e  d u t y  o f  s h a d o w in g  th e  su sp e c t, re ­
p o r ts  th a t th e  t w o  a re  v e r y  c a u tio u s 
T h e y  a re  n e v e r  seen to g e th e r, y e t th e  
J a p  a n d  B o r d e n  are a lw a y s  in  th e  sam e 
t o w n  o n  th e  sam e d a y s ; o f t e n  in  th e  
sam e h o t e l ; th a t w’ h e r e v e r  B o r d e n  goes 
th e  J a p  g o e s .”

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  lo o k e d  c u r io u s ly  a t his 
c o n fid a n t.

“ B u t  th a t is n o t o f  its e lf s u s p ic io u s , 
is i t ,  F r e d ? ”

“ I  b e g  y o u r  p a r d o n , M r .  S e c r e ta r y . 
Y o u  k n o w  w h a t o c c u rre d  o n ly  fo u r  
m o n th s  a g o  n e a r th e  e x tr e m e  e n d  o f  
th e  A le u t i a n  Is la n d s . T h e  re v e n u e  c u t­
te r w h ic h  re p o rte d  th e  d is c o v e ry  o f  the 
v o lc a n ic  u p h e a v a l a n d  th e  sign ifican ce  
i t  m ig h t h a v e  f o r  J a p a n -------- ”

" O h ,  y e s , it q u ite  escaped m e  f o r  the 
m o m e n t. O f  c o u rs e , F r e d , th a t m a ke s 
a n y t h in g  f r o m  th e  B e r in g  S e a  re g io n  
q u ite  w e ll w o r t h  o u r  a tte n tio n , bia s 
th is  V a lj e a n  B o r d e n  been u p  th e re — o r  
does N u m b e r  O n e  k n o w  ?”
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“ I  w a s  a b o u t t o  a d d , s ir , th a t he r e p ­
resents h im s e lf as the sole s u r v i v o r  o f  
fiv e  m e n  w h o  escaped in  th e  c a p ta in ’s 
g ig , w h e n  th e  P a c ific  S te a m s h ip  S en a ­
to r ,  b o u n d  f r o m  N o m e  to  S a n  F r a n ­
cisco , w e n t a g r o u n d  n e a r th a t vo lc a n ic  
d is tu rb a n c e , b u t o n  on e  o f  th e  a lre a d y  
w e ll-k n o w n  A l e u t i a n  Is la n d s . B o r d e n  
seem ed d e s p e ra te ly  a n x io u s  to  g e t in to  
S e a ttle  f r o m  V a n c o u v e r . N u m b e r  
T h r e e  cam e w it h  h im . A n o t h e r  J a p a ­
nese m e t the s te w a rd  o f  th e  w h a le r —  
a n d  th a t suspect is n o w  a c c o m p a n y in g  
th e  C a u c a s ia n  E a s t . D i d  I  m e n tio n  
th a t N u m b e r  O n e  says the t w o  h a v e  
a lr e a d y  le ft  S e a ttle ?  Y e s ?  W e l l ,  N u m ­
b e r O n e  w a n ts  in s tr u c tio n s .”

“ T e l l  h im  to  r u n  o u t th e  cle w  a n d  
r e p o r t in p e rs o n  he re  i f  it is c o n fir m e d ,”  
re jo in e d  th e  s e c re ta ry .

K i lg o r e  w it h d r e w .
T h e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  tu r n e d  b a c k  

t o  his d e s k — his m o b ile  m o u t h 'f r a m i n g  
a sneer o f  c o n te m p t f o r  a n y  A m e r ic a n  
w h o  w o u ld  p e rm it a Ja p a n e s e  w it h in  a 
h u n d r e d  fe e t o f  h im  at such a t i m e ; to  
s a y n o th in g  o f  c u ltiv a tin g  a v o l u n t a r y  
in tim a c y  f o r  a n y  re aso n  u n d e r  th e  c ir ­
cu m stan ces so p r e g n a n t w it h  e v il,

“ T h a n k  G o d ! ”  he m u tte r e d . “ W e  
still h a v e  the m o st efficien t a n d  d e p e n d ­
able syste m  o f  secret age n ts in  the 
w o r ld — m e n  w h o se  real n a m e s are 
k n o w n  o n ly  to  the P r e s id e n t— a lth o u g h  
th e ir  n u m b e rs  a n d  the id e n tific a tio n  
w o r d  each c a rrie s are k n o w n  to  m e . 
I n  the m id s t o f  such a p e r io d  as this 
th e ir  u n c e a sin g  v ig ila n c e  a n d  u n p u r -  
chasable in te g r ity  a re  m ira c u lo u s . M e n  
w h o  m a y  be called o n  a n y  h o u r  to  s u f ­
fe r  an ig n o m in io u s  d e a th  f o r  th e ir  
c o u n t r y ; m e n  w h o se  p a v  is a b s u rd  
w h e n  it is c o n s id e re d  w h a t h a za r d s  h a n g  
o v e r  t h e m ; m e n  w ith o u t a n y th in g  b u t 
a n  u n w r it t e n  w o r d — nam eless m e n  to  
all th e  w o r ld — m e n  s w o r n  n e v e r to  
b re a th e  a w h is p e r  o f  th e ir  o c c u p a tio n , 
n o  m a tte r  w h a t th e  p r o v o c a t io n ; m e n  
w h o s e  h e a r t ’s b lo o d  helps ke e p  a liv e

F r e e d o m ’ s h o ly  l ig h t . T h a n k  G o d  w e  
h a v e  such m e n  in  A m e r i c a .”

C H A P T E R  I V .
PURSUED.

T h e  m o r e  o m in o u s  the s itu a tio n  in 
d ip lo m a c y , th e  less lik e lih o o d  e x is ts  o f  
p u b lic  i n f o r m a t io n  r e g a rd in g  i t . I t  is 
o n ly  th e  s u rfa c e  o f  d is tu rb e d  g o v e r n ­
m e n ta l re la tio n s  th a t is q u ic k ly  re fle cte d 
in  th e  n e w s  o f  th e  d a y .

I n  the case o f  a n tic ip a te d  tr o u b le  
w it h  a n  O r ie n t a l  n a tio n  lik e  J a p a n —  
a n d  e ve n  w h e n  the in e v ita b le  r u p tu r e  
g r e w  h o u r ly  m o re  im m in e n t— so, in ­
v e r s e ly  d id  th e  officials a t W a s h in g t o n  
p e r m it  th e  real state o f  a ffa ir s  to  be­
co m e  k n o w n . A s  f o r  J a p a n , h e r o w n  
m in is te r  g a v e  th e  lie to  su spicio n s re ­
g a r d in g  his n a tio n  b y  his h a b itu a l p r o ­
fe ssio n s o f  a m ic a b le  in te n t.

I t  w a s n o t s tra n g e , t h e r e fo r e , th a t 
Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  s h o u ld  fa il  t o  re a lize  
a s itu a tio n  w h ic h  o th e r  p e o p le , w it h  f a r  
less o f  th e  u n u s u a l to d e m a n d  a tte n tio n , 
w e re  e n tir e ly  ig n o ra n t c o n c e rn in g . 
E v e n  h a d  th e  n e w s p a p e rs  fe a tu r e d  th e  
real fa c ts , it is d o u b t fu l  i f  he w o u ld  
h a v e  a tta c h e d  m o r e  th a n  casual s ig n ifi­
cance to  th e m .

T h e r e  w e re  tw o  reasons f o r  his la c k  
o f  in te re s t in such a n  a ffa ir . F i r s t ,  a 
f a r  m o re  c o m p e llin g  idea d o m in a te d  
h im — th e  p ro s p e c t o f  e n o rm o u s  w e a lth . 
A g a i n , th e  “ Ja p a n e s e  w a r  s c a re ,”  so- 
ca lle d , has been a f r u i t f u l  th e m e  o f  d is ­
c u s s io n , p a r tic u la r ly  u p o n  th e  P a c ific  
C o a s t, f o r  y e a rs . A n d ,  in p r o p o r t io n , 
it  has lost m u c h  o f  its p o w e r  to  a la r m .

A l w a y s , in tim es o f  e c o n o m ic  stress, 
th e  C a u c a s ia n  has risen in his w r a t h  
a n d  d e m o n s tra te d  his c o n te m p t f o r  th e  
q u ie t, re c o n d ite  A s ia tic s  a n d  th e ir  h a b it 
o f  a c q u irin g  w h e re  o th e rs  c a n n o t e x is t. 
R io t s  a n d  in fla m m a to r y  u tte ra n c e s h a v e  
n o t been u n c o m m o n . P a c ific  C o a s t p o li­
tics h a v e  a lw a y s  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t the 
“ race q u e s tio n ”  since th e  d a ys  o f  D e n ­
n is K e a r n e y  o n  th e  sa n d  lots o f  S a n
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F r a n c is c o , a n d  his terse s lo g a n , echoed 
b a c k  f r o m  ten th o u s a n d  t h r o a t s : “ T h e  
C h in e s e  m u s t g o ! ”

B u t ,  h o w e v e r  o ft e n  th e  c r y  o f  
“ W o l f ! ”  has been raised in  th e  h in te r ­
la n d  b e y o n d  th e  R o c k ie s , th e  a c tu a lity  
i ts e lf , e ve n  i f  it h a d  been k n o w n , w o u ld  
h a v e  p ro d u c e d  a t firs t o n ly  a n  in c re d u ­
lous sm ile . T h e  ide a  o f  J a p a n  at h a n d ­
g rip s  w ith  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  is to o  a b ­
s u rd  a to p ic  f o r  d e b a te , sa ve  b y  m e m ­
b e rs o f  th e  A s ia tic  E x c l u s io n  S o c ie ty .

T h i s  c o m p la c e n t a ttitu d e , h o w e v e r , 
w a s  n o t th e  p r e v a ilin g  state  o f  m in d  
o f  official W a s h in g t o n — p a r tic u la r ly  in 
th e  office o f  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te .

F o r  m o n th s  p a st his secret age n ts in  
E u r o p e , in  th e  F a r  E a s t ,  in  B r it i s h  C o ­
lu m b ia , in M e x i c o , a n d  a lo n g  th e  P a ­
cific S lo p e  fr o m  T i a  J u a n a  to  the 
s tra its  o f  J u a n  de F u c a , h a d  re p o rte d  
th e  tr u e  c o n d itio n  o f  a ffa ir s .

T h e  masses o f  J a p a n  w e re  n o t n o w  
r a g in g  n o r  u tte r in g  b o a s tin g  w o r d s . 
T h e  jin g o  press o f  th a t c o u n tr y  w a s  
n o t in d u lg in g  in its p e rio d ic a l spree o f  
e d ito ria l d e fia n c e , n o r fig h tin g  t r a n s ­
p a cific v e rb a l duels w ith  e d ito rs  f r o m  
S e a ttle  to  S a n  D ie g o .

O u t w a r d l y  the re  w a s  n o th in g  to  
a rou se  s u sp ic io n . “ F r o m  all a p p e a r­
a n c e s,”  as the T o k y o  c o rre s p o n d e n t o f  
on e  N e w  Y o r k  n e w s p a p e r b e g a n  a 
c a b le g ra m  to  his j o u r n a l :  “ T h e r e  is n o  
sign o f  a n y  e n m ity  t o w a r d  th e  U n it e d  
S ta te s .”  B u t  the d is p a tc h , a ft e r  a ll , 
r e fe r re d  t o  a p p e a ra n c e s ; a n d  a p p e a r­
ances, espe cially in all m a tte r s  O r ie n t a l , 
are n o t a lw a y s  th e  re fle ctio n  o f  r e a lity .

W h ile  th e  c o m m e rc ia l a n d  d ip lo m a tic  
in te rc o u rs e  b e tw e e n  the tw o  n a tio n s  re ­
m a in e d  o u t w a r d ly  seren e, th e  S e c r e ta r y  
o f  S ta te  and his fe llo w  ca bin et officers 
co u ld h a v e  to ld  som e v e r y  s ig n ific a n t 
an d n o t a lto g e th e r re a s s u rin g  fa c ts .

T h e y  kn e w 7 the h u g e  p r o p o r tio n s  o f  
w a r  m a te ria l p u rc h a s e d  b y  J a p a n  f r o m  
E u r o p e a n  m a n u fa c tu r e r s  a n d  sh ip p e d  
to  S o u th  A m e r i c a , a n d  re sh ip p e d  
a ro u n d  C a p e  H o r n  to  a v o id  s u sp ic io n .

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  W a r  h a d  a d u p li­
cate o f  th e  o r ig in a l o r d e r  c a llin g  o u t  
th e  I l o j u — so m e tim e s k n o w n  as th e  
E r s a t z  re s e rve — c o m p o se d  o f  all c itize n s  
n o t in th e  a c tive  a r m y  o r  a c tive  re s e rv e , 
b e tw e e n  the ages o f  se ve n te e n  a n d  
f o r t y . I t  w a s in th e  officia l la n g u a g e  o f  
th e  c o u n t r y  a n d  o n e  c o rn e r w a s stain e d  
w ith  th e  b lo o d  o f  a f a i t h f u l  s e r v ito r  o f  
U n c le  S a m  w h o  had g iv e n  his life  f o r  
th e  i n f o r m a t io n .

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  N a v y  k n e w  
d a ily  th e  s h ift in g  p o s itio n s  o f  e v e r y  
fig h tin g  c r a ft  a flo a t f r o m  th e  t w in  
d re a d n a u g h ts  F u so  a n d  S e tts u ,  w it h  
th e ir  d is p la c e m e n t o f  t w e n t y  th o u s a n d  
to n s , d o w n  th r o u g h  th e  lo n g  lis t o f  b a t­
tle ships o f  the firs t a n d  second class, 
a r m o r e d , p r o te c te d , a n d  u n p r o te c te d  
c ru is e rs , to  to r p e d o  c r a f t  a n d  s u b m a r ­
ines.

Y e t  n o n e  o f  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  at th e ir  
d isp o sa l c o u ld  be re lie d  u p o n  as a u th e n ­
tic  save f r o m  th e  s ta ff  o f  se c re t-se rvic e  
m e n  s w a r m in g  in A s ia t ic  s e a p o r ts ; a n d  
these cables in  c ip h e r w e re  so m e tim e s 
d e la y e d  in  tra n s m is s io n  u n til  th e  w h e r e ­
a b o u ts  o f  th e  m a n e u v e r in g  ships m ig h t 
be a th o u s a n d  m iles f r o m  th e  place at 
w h ic h  th e y  w e re  r e p o r te d  w h e n  the 
m essage w a s  se n t.

I n  on e  t h in g , h o w e v e r , th e re  w as a b ­
solu te u n a n im it y . J a p a n  w a s  fe v e r is h ly  
m o b iliz in g  b o th  h e r a r m y  a n d  h e r n a v y , 
b u t w it h  th a t p r o f o u n d  a n d  c h a ra c te r­
istic  secrecy w h ic h  m a d e  h e r m ilit a r y  
s tra te g y  so fo r m id a b le . B lit h e r  a n d  y o n  
m a rc h e d  o r sailed th e  fo rc e s  o f  th e  
M i k a d o — b u t n o  m a n  m ig h t te ll f o r  
w h a t  p u rp o s e  n o r  t o  w h a t  p o in t o f  th e  
com pass th e y  w e re  r e a lly  in te n d e d  to  
be d isp a tc h e d  w h e n  all h a d  been co n ­
c e n tra te d .

T h e  p r e p a r a tio n s  in d ic a te d  th a t n o t h ­
in g  w h ic h  c o u ld  c o n tr ib u te  t o  th e  effici­
e n c y o r  c o m fo r t  o f  a n y  b ra n c h  o f  th e ir  
fo rc e s o n  sea o r  la n d  w a s la c k in g . T h e y  
w e re  as p r o d ig io u s  in the e x p e n d itu r e  
in v o lv e d  as the details w e r e  in d is c o v e r- 
able.
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T h i s , th e n , w a s  th e  s itu a tio n  o n  th e  
same a ft e r n o o n  th a t V a l j e a n  B o r d e n , 
still obsessed b y  th e  g re a t idea w h ic h  
re n d e re d  h im  careless o f  all else, 
stepped o u t o n  th e  w a y s id e  p la t fo r m  o f  
a little  W y o m i n g  s ta tio n , fa c in g  th e  u n ­
w e lc o m e  k n o w le d g e  th a t he w a s  u n ­
d o u b te d ly  th e  o b je c t o f  s u rv e illa n c e  b y  
a fe llo w  p a sse n g e r.

H e  k n e w  lie c o u ld  n o t be m is ta k e n .
H i s  in tu itiv e  fe e lin g  th a t he w as be­

in g  fo llo w e d , th a t e v e r y  act w a s sc ru ­
t in iz e d , th a t he w as n e v e r  q u ite  a lo n e , 
h a d  been g r o w in g  since he le ft  C h ic a g o .

O n c e  he h a d  c a u g h t the w a tc h in g  
eyes o f  th is  sam e in d iv id u a l at the 
c ig a r c o u n te r o f  a r a ilw a y  e a tin g  sta­
tio n  ; he had also n o tic e d  th a t w h e n e v e r  
the tr a in  a p p ro a c h e d  a scheduled sto p 
th e  same fe llo w  k e p t h im  in  sigh t u n til 
it w a s a g a in  u n d e r  w a y .

A n d  n o w , as he ste p p e d  a r o u n d  the 
c o rn e r o f  the sta tio n  in th e  p u r p lin g  
d u s k  o f  the c o in in g  n ig h t to  stare  at the 
firs t fr in g e  o f  the h ig h e r R o c k ie s , the 
same in d iv id u a l h a d  a p p e a re d  on the 
o th e r  e nd o f  th e  o th e rw is e  deserted 
p l a t f o r m , a n d  u n d e r  th e  p r e t e x t  o f  
lig h tin g  a c ig a r h a d  p r o m p t ly  assu re d 
h im s e lf th a t B o r d e n  w a s  still th e re .

V a l  ste ppe d b a c k  to  th e  t r a in  in  an 
u g ly  m o o d .

l l i s  life  h a d  been c le a n , o p e n , a n d  
u t te r ly  w it h o u t  legal re aso n  f o r  this 
c o n tin u e d  e sp io n a g e . H e  w o n d e re d  
h o w  a n d  w h y  he  w a s  b e in g  fo llo w e d . 
H e  k n e w  n o th in g  w h a te v e r  o f  th e  f a ­
m o u s  “ fo r e ig n  le g io n ”  o f  d ip lo m a tic  
agents w ith  th e ir  d o m e stic  a ffilia tio n s . 
F e w r pe o ple  e v e r  d o , a n d  the se — aside 
f r o m  th e  P r e s id e n t o r  his ca bin et o ffi­
cers th e m se lve s— o n ly  b y  h e a rs a y . L i k e  
all else th a t is v a g u e  a n d  in ta n g ib le  i n ­
stead o f  co n cre te  a n d  o b v io u s , V a l  b e ­
lie ve d  th e  stories o f  th is  o r g a n iz a tio n  to  
he fic tio n — in te re s tin g , c o m p le x , o r  
t h r illin g , b u t , n e ve rth e le s s , m e r e ly  fic­
tio n .

S u s p ic io n s  com e n a tu r a lly  to  a m a n  
b e n t u p o n  a secret m is s io n . W h e n  he

also carrie s a sm a ll fo r t u n e  b e lte d 
a r o u n d  his b o d y  a n d  has e x p e rie n c e d  
o th e r  m y s te rio u s  in te r fe r e n c e  w it h  his 
a ffa ir s  fifte e n  h u n d r e d  m ile s a w a y , th e  
suspect m a y  he e x c u s e d  som e s lig h t a p ­
p re h e n s io n .

‘ T i e  is n ’t  e ith e r o f  th e  fe llo w s  w h o  
cam e in to  m y  r o o m ,"  re aso n e d B o r d e n , 
as he re e n te re d  th e  club c a r. “ B u t  h e ’ s 
a lto g e th e r to o  p e rs is te n t in  his artless 
w a tc h in g  to  m a k e  it a c c id e n ta l. I  w o n ­
d e r w h o  he is a n d  w h a t g a m e  he is 
p la y in g ? "

O n c e  m o re  he filte re d  t h r o u g h  his 
m e r c u r ia l b r a in  th e  sequence o f  e ve n ts 
w h ic h  h a d  led h im  to  N e w  Y o r k .  T h e  
re s u lt w'as th e  sam e. N o  o th e r  c o n ­
clu sio n  w a s possible th a n  th a t w h ic h  
he ha d g iv e n  D o c t o r  H u g h  F i t z m o r r i s  
re g a rd in g  th e  a ffa ir  in  th e  h o te l.

" T h e y  c o u ld n 't  k n o w  w h a t  I  h a d  in  
th e  c h e s t,"  o b s tin a te ly  a v e r r e d  B o r d e n , 
“ because I  d id n ’ t k n o w  it m y s e lf  u n til  
I ’ d been th e re  a w e e k . I  h a v e n ’ t to ld  
a n y  one e x c e p t F i t z m o r r i s , a n d  I ’m  
de a d sure he h a s n ’ t to ld  a n y  o n e , n o t  
e ve n  his p a tie n t. T h i s  circle loops th e  
lo o p  f r o m  th e  A l e u t i a n  Is la n d s  to  th e  
C a f e  C e c il, a n d  it ends w h e re  it began 
— w it h  e ith e r tho se  p e s k y  Ja p s  o r  th e ir  
h ire d  m e n . A h !"

H e  s tra ig h te n e d  b a c k  in  his c h a ir 
w it h  th e  e x c la m a tio n . I t  w a s all v e r y  
sim p le — so sim ple  he w o n d e r e d  w h y  he 
h a d  n o t  th o u g h t o f  it b e fo r e .

T h e  v o lc a n ic  isla n d  h e ld  a w o n d e r fu l  
v e in  o f  coal.

L i k e w i s e , it w a s  f u l l y  as n e a r t o  th e  
seacoast o f  J a p a n  as it w as to th e  m a in ­
la n d  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  p r o p e r .

C o a l o n  th e  la n d  o n  w h ic h  it is lo ­
c a te d , f o r  th a t m a tte r , is the p r o p e r t y  
o f  the n a tio n  firs t la y in g  c la im  to  it. 
V a l  d im ly  re m e m b e re d  s o m e th in g  
a b o u t g ra n ts  b y  re ig n in g  m o n a rc h s  to  
subjects w ith  “ a p u l l .”

“ T h a t  m u s t be i t ,”  he m u s e d . “ O f  
co u rse  th e re ’ s coal in J a p a n . B u t  m o r e  
coal m e an s m o re  m o n e y . I f  Ja p a n  
claim s th a t is la n d , w e ll, I ’m  lik e ly  to
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h a v e  tro u b le  g e ttin g  w h a t  I ’m  a ft e r . 
T h e y  d o n ’t k n o w  th e re 's  s o m e th in g  else 
th e re  th a t m a ke s the coal lo o k  fo o lis h  
-— h u t I  k n o w  it. Se e m s to  m e th e re  
m a y  be s o m e th in g  in th is  h u n c h  th a t 
w ill p a y  m e to t h in k  o v e r  c a r e fu lly . 
T h i s  g e n tle m a n  w h o  take s such an in ­
te rest in m y  a ffa ir s  is e v id e n tly  r e p o r t­
in g  to  som e o n e — a n d  is p a id  f o r  d o in g  
it— o th e rw is e  he w o u ld n ’ t be h e re .

" N o w ,  le t’ s see w h a t  else, i f  a n y ­
t h in g . I f  J a p a n  k n o w s  a b o u t th is  is la n d , 
i t ’s a cinch the M i k a d o ’ s g o v e r n m e n t 
k n o w s  a b o u t th e  coal. E v e n  i f  th e y  
h a v e  p le n ty  o f  coal in  th e ir  o w n  c o u n ­
t r y ,  a little  slice a fe w  th o u s a n d  m iles 
a w a y  w o u ld  com e in  h a n d y  f o r  a fle e t. 
T h a t ’ s it. T h e y  h a d  a clause o f  som e 
k in d  in  th e ir  E n g lis h  tr e a ty  a fe w  ye a rs 
ago p r o v id in g  f o r  a c o a lin g  s ta tio n  u p 
V a n c o u v e r  w a y ; a n d  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t 
k ic k e d  to  J o h n n y  B u l l , a n d  th e  clause 
w a s  a b ro g a te d , i f  I  re m e m b e r r ig h tly . 
T h a t ’ s th e  ide a — coal b y  r ig h t o f  p r io r  
d is c o v e ry  spells n a v a l base. N o  w o n d e r  
th e  Ja p s  h a v e  e n o u g h  co in  to  h ire  
A m e r ic a n  de te ctive s to  fo llo w  m e 
a r o u n d . A l l  r ig h t so f a r ,  i f  m y  p r e m ­
ises are c o r r e c t ; an d i f  t h e y  are n o t —  
b u t , p s h a w ! T h e )- m u st  b e !

" I f  Ja p a n  h ire s these d e te ctive s th e y  
m u s t be p r iv a te  d e te c tiv e s , w h ic h  is a n ­
o th e r  n a m e  f o r  le g a lize d  c ro o k s . S o  
I  n e e d n 't be to o  sc ru p u lo u s  in  m y  tr e a t­
m e n t o f  th e m , in case it  com es to  a 
s h o w - d o w n .”

F r o m  o v e r  the to p  o f  th e  illu s tra te d  
L o n d o n  p e rio d ic a l he w as p r e te n d in g  to 
re a d  B o r d e n  a p p ra is e d  th e  fig u re  o f  the 
ch a p a t th e  o th e r  e n d  o f  th e  c a r. I n  
case o f  a fig h t, he d e c id e d , he w o u ld  
n o t be f a r  b e h in d  th e  o th e r  in  p h y s ic a l 
p ro w e s s , n o w  th a t he h a d  d e d u c e d  his 
p ro b a b le  c h a ra c te r.

A t  th e  sam e tim e  he m u s t p ro c e e d  
c a u tio u s ly . H e  m u s t m a tc h  c r a ft  w ith  
g u i l e ; f o r ,  t o  w in  th e  fo r t u n e  w h ic h  
w a s  his b y  r ig h t o f  d is c o v e ry  as m u c h  
as th e  coal m ig h t b e lo n g  to  J a p a n , he 
w o u ld  need e v e r y  o u n c e  o f  p h y s ic a l 

2 B

s tr e n g th  he possessed, t o  sa y n o th in g  o f  
m o r e  finesse in  m a n e u v e r in g  c irc u m ­
stances th a n  he h a d  e v e r been ca lle d o n  
to  e x h ib it  p r i o r  to  this tim e .

H o u r  a ft e r  h o u r , as th e  t r a in  c lim b e d  
s lo w ly  u p  the e a ste rn  slope o f  th e  
R o c k ie s , V a lj e a n  B o r d e n  fo r m u la t e d  
t h e o r y  a n d  p la n , w e ig h in g , d is s e c tin g , 
a n a ly z in g , re je c tin g , a n d  a g a in  c o m b in ­
in g  ideas u n til  th e  p o r te r  f r o m  the d in e r  
b e llo w e d  his fin al call f o r  d in n e r .

H e  rose la n g u id ly , s tro lle d  f o r w a r d  
to  e n jo y  his e v e n in g  m e a l, a n d  w h is ­
p e re d  an o r d e r  to  th e  w a it e r  t o  ta k e  a 
fe w  s a n d w ic h e s  to  his b e rth  f o r  a  lig h t 
lu n c h  la te r o n  in th e  e v e n in g .

T h e n  he re tu r n e d  to  th e  club c a r a n d  
b u sie d  h im s e lf in o b s e r v in g  th e  r o u te  
o f  th e  r a ilw a y  a lo n g  w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  
tr a v e lin g . L i k e w i s e , he c a r e fu lly  s tu d ­
ied the schedule o f  p a sse n g e r tr a in s , 
m a d e  c o p io u s m e m o r a n d a , a n d  th e n  re ­
tir e d  to  h is b e r th .

I n  th e  lo w e r  o f  th e  se pu lche rs w h ic h  
s e rve  as beds o n  r a ilw a y  tr a in s , the 
f o r m e r  m e d ic a l s tu d e n t b e g a n  th e  p r a c ­
tica l pha se  o f  his stra te g ic a l o p e ra tio n s  
a g a in st his u n k n o w n  w a tc h e r s  in  th e  
m o s t sim p le  m a n n e r . H e  fir s t slip p e d  
his shoes b e n e a th  th e  c o n c e a lin g  c u r ­
ta in  so th a t th e y  c o u ld  n o t be o v e r ­
lo o k e d  b y  a n y  on e  p a s s in g . L i k e w i s e , 
he  a llo w e d  his d e r b y  h a t to  re m a in  in  
th e  u n o c c u p ie d  u p p e r  b e r th , a n d  p la in ly  
d isc e rn ib le  th r o u g h  the g a p  in  th e  c u r ­
ta in s  w h ic h  he closed c a r e fu lly  b e lo w .

F r o m  his s u it case he t o o k  a close- 
f it tin g , v is o re d  c a p , a n d  a p a ir  o f  shoes 
w h ic h  he h a d  f o r m e r ly  w o r n . T h e  
ja c k e t o f  his p a ja m a s  he d r e w  o n  o v e r  
his o th e r  c lo th in g . F u l l y  a ttir e d  a n d  
w it h  the cap in  his coat p o c k e t, he  d r e w  
u p  th e  bed c o ve rs  close to  his c h in —  
a n d  w a ite d .

A f t e r  a lo n g  tim e , a n d  w h e n  th e  
h e a v y  p u ffin g  o f  the t w o  engines a h e a d  
s h o w e d  th a t th e y  w e r e  a p p r o a c h in g  a 
still ste e pe r p a r t  o f  th e  ascent o v e r  th e  
c o n tin e n ta l d iv id e , th r o u g h  a t in y  a p e r­
tu r e  n e x t  th e  e n d  o f  the b e r th  in  w h ic h
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lie w as s im u la tin g  sleep, V a lj e a n  B o r ­
de n  re ve rse d  the o r d e r  o f  th in g s  b y  
w a tc h in g  th e  m a n  w h o  he b e lie v e d  w a s 
s p y in g  u p o n  h im , as th a t in d iv id u a l 
stro lle d  th r o u g h  th e  d a rk e n e d  c a r.

M is  h e a rt b o u n d e d  as he n o tic e d  th e  
s lo w e r g a it  w it h  w h ic h  th e  s p o tte r 
g lid e d  p a s t ; he w a n te d  to  reach u p  a n d  
s trik e  the fa ce  w h ic h  c a u tio u s ly  in ­
serted its e lf b e tw e e n  the c u rta in s . T h e  
boldness o f  the o th e rw is e  s te a lth y  p e r ­
fo r m a n c e  w a s  in c re d ib le .

I t  w as th e  last lin k  in the c h a in  o f  
su spicio n  w h ic h  th e  f o r m e r  s tu d e n t h a d  
been w e a v in g  to g e th e r d u r in g  th e  e a r­
lie r h o u rs  o f  th e  n ig h t.

“ j u s t  lik e  the n e rv e  o f  tho se  fe llo w s  
w h o  came in to  m y  h o te l a n d  p rie d  o pen 
th e  c h e s t,'’ he a n g r ily  w h is p e re d  to  h im ­
s e lf , w h e n  th e  fig u re  in th e  n a tty  g r a y -  
checked su it h a d  stolen o n .

“ F o x y ,  to o , a in ’ t he? S a w  th e  shoes, 
saw  th e  h a t— b u t w a s n ’t  t a k in g  a n y  
chances o n  a p la n t. W e l l , a n y  tim e  I  
c a n ’t o u tfig u r e  a p la in , m e rc e n a ry  
c ro o k  lik e  th a t I  h o p e  he p u ts  such a  
c rim p  in m e th a t I  fa ll d o w n  o n  th e  b ig ­
gest th in g  in  the w o r ld . I  h o p e  he 
a n c h o rs m e fa s t to  som e ro c k  o u t here 
in the m id d le  o f  th is  G o d -fo r s a k e n  
c o u n tr y . B u t , i f  he d o e s, h e ’ll h a v e  to  
g o  s o m e w h a t spe e die r th a n  h e ’ s sta rte d  
o u t to  t r a v e l, so f a r . I  w o n d e r  h o w  
th e y p ic k e d  u p  m y  t r a il a g a in  a ft e r  I  
slipped a w a y  fr o m  th a t g u y  in th e  C a f e  
C e c il ?’ ’

M e  d e b ate d the m a tte r  f o r  a fe w  sec­
o n d s . T h e  fe llo w  f o r  w h o m  V a l ’s d is ­
like w a s n o w  g r o w in g  m o r e  in te n se  w ith  
e v e ry  m o m e n t cam e c a u tio u s ly  b a c k  
th r o u g h  the c a r. E v e n  b e fo r e  the 
y o u n g e r  m a n  h a d  c a u g h t s ig h t o f  th e  
n o w  fa m ilia r  a n d  o d io u s  c lo th in g  p a t­
te rn  t h r o u g h  the c h in k  in  th e  b e rth  c u r­
ta in s , his s tim u la te d  p e rc e p tio n  detected 
the s p y ’ s in d iv id u a lit y  th r o u g h  his w a lk .

" M u s t  h a ve  h a d  a pa l o u ts id e  w a tc h ­
in g , a n d , o f  c o u rs e , th e y  c o u ld  h a v e  
tra c k e d  th e  lim o u s in e  o v e r  to  d o c ’ s

ho u se  f r o m  th e  c a fe , a n d  th e n  again  
to  th e  s ta tio n ,”  he m u tte r e d  to  h im s e lf.

T h e n , w it h  a tig h te n in g  o f  n e rve s  at 
th e  in c re a s in g  tenseness o f  th e  s itu a ­
t io n , a m o m e n t a r y  sense o f  h u m o r  res­
cu e d B o r d e n  f r o m  d o w n r ig h t  a n g e r. 
T h e  uneasiness o f  th e  m a n  w a tc h in g  
h im  s h o w e d  th a t th e  sim p le  a rtific e  he 
h a d  p la n n e d  w o u ld  n o t be lik e ly  to  suc­
ceed unless th e  u n k n o w n  m a n  w a s a g ain  
c o n v in c e d  th a t his q u a r r y  w as still in  
th e  b e r th .

F o r  his o w n  p a r t , V a l  fe lt  t h a t he 
m u s t h a m m e r  t h a t h a te fu l fa c e , s h o u ld  
th e  fe a tu re s  be a g a in  in s e rte d  in to  the 
p r iv a c y  o f  his slee p in g a p a r tm e n t.

H e  k n e w  th a t such an a c tio n  w o u ld  
be e n tir e ly  ju s tifie d . N e v e r th e le s s , in  
his v o la tile  b r a in  s o m e th in g  w h is p e re d  
th a t it  w o u ld  be b e tte r to  m e e t th e  c r a ft  
o f  his p u r s u e r  w it h  s u p e rio r g u ile — a 
t r ic k  ca lc u la te d  to  t h r o w  th e  w a tc h e r  
c o m p le te ly  o f f  his g u a r d  w h ile  the s u p ­
p o s e d ly  u n s u s p e c tin g  o b je c t o f  his 
s c r u tin y  s h o u ld  lea ve  th e  v ic i n i t y .

T h e  in s p ir a tio n  cam e w ith  his reso­
lu tio n .

V a l  sat u p r ig h t in his b e r th . A s  his 
d e ft  fin ge rs reached f o r  th e  w in d o w  
a n d  s h o ve d  th e  noiseless c u r ta in  u p  fa r  
e n o u g h  to  p e r m it  th e  w in d o w  to  be 
f u l l y  ra is e d , he s im u la te d  a g e n tle  sn o re .

T h e  m a n  m o v e d  o n .
I n  a n o th e r  m o m e n t, a n d  w h ile  tire 

lo c o m o tiv e  a h e ad  w h is tle d  its h o a rse  
a n d  fo r tu ito u s  w a r n in g  f o r  an a p ­
p r o a c h in g  g ra d e  c ro s s in g , V a l  slid  the 
w in d o w  to  its fu ll  h e ig h t. Im m e d ia te ly  
he d r e w  d o w n  th e  c u r ta in . T h e  n ig h t 
b re e ze  bellied it i n w a r d , s h o w e r in g  the 
a p a rtm e n t w it h  the co o le r a ir o f  the 
h ig h e r  a ltitu d e  in to  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  
still c lim b in g .

M u c h  t o  his d is a p p o in tm e n t, the 
speed o f  th e  tra in  began to  accelerate. 
S o , f o r  th e  n e x t  fe w  m in u te s , fo r c in g  
u p o n  h im s e lf a calm ness w h ic h  w a s  a 
s h a rp  c o n tra s t to  his fe v e r is h  in w a r d  
e x c ite m e n t, he la y  d o w n  a g a in . A t  cer­
ta in  in te r v a ls  he w o u ld  sn o re  g e n tly —
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th e n  r a s p in g lv , a n d , b r e a k in g  it  o f f  
s h o r t, g r in  a t h is a c tin g  t o  a n  a u d ie n c e  
o f  o n e .

H e  sat b o lt u p r ig h t as th e  re n e w e d  
la b o rin g  o f  th e  t w o  e n gine s a n d  d im in ­
is h in g  speed o f  th e  t r a in  s h o w e d  th a t 
the f o r m e r  s p u r t h a d  been b u t  th e  p r e ­
lu d e  to  a still m o r e  t r y i n g  c lim b  f o r  
th e  L i m i t e d .

“ I f  th a t fe llo w  is g o in g  to  sit u p  th e re  
all n ig h t, h o w  a n d  w h e n  does h e  slee p ?”  
he aske d h im s e lf. “ T h e r e  m u s t be t w o  
o f  th e m , a t least— a n d  m a y b e  m o r e . 
P r o b a b l y  th e y  ta k e  t u r n s .”

H i s  tr a in  o f  r e v e rie  te r m in a te d  
a b r u p t ly .

F r o m  th e  d e e p -th ro a te d  e x h a u s t o f  
th e  en gine s a h e a d , f r o m  th e  c re a k in g  
o f  th e  w h e e ls o n  th e  c u rve s  a r o u n d  
w h ic h  th e y  w e re  p a in f u l ly  c r a w lin g , 
fr o m  th e  in c re a s in g  co ld  a n d  m e n ta l 
c a lc u la tio n  o f  th e  d istan ce  tr a v e le d  as 
w e ll as th e  fig u res o f  a ltitu d e  w h ic h  he 
h a d  c a r e fu lly  stu d ie d  in  th e  tim e -ta b le  
a g a in st th is  v e r y  m o m e n t, y o u n g  B o r ­
den k n e w  th a t th e y  w e r e  n e a r in g  th e  
s u m m it a n d  th a t his o p p o r t u n it y  o f  
escape— i f  e v e r— m u s t be ta k e n  n o w .

H e  e m itte d  a fin a l, lo n g - d r a w n , ste n ­
to r ia n  s n o re . N

B e fo r e  it h a d  g a sp e d  a n d  d ie d , he w a s 
o u ts id e , h a n g in g  w ith  on e  h a n d  to  th e  
edge o f  th e  w in d o w  sash a n d  fu m b lin g  
f o r  the catch a b o ve  w ith  th e  o th e r .

A s  th e  le a d in g  lo c o m o tiv e  s h rie k e d  
a g a in , this tim e  s ig n a lin g  th e  s ta tio n  a 
h a lf  m ile  fa r t h e r  o n , V a l  p e r m itte d  th e  
w in d o w  to  f a l l , a n d , re le a s in g  his h o ld , 
he d ro p p e d  t o  the p a th  a lo n g sid e  th e  
tra c k s .

H e  la n d e d  w it h o u t  i n j u r y , a n d  fla t­
ten ed h im s e lf a g a in st th e  g r o u n d . T h e  
t r a in  ru m b le d  a n d  c re a k e d  s lo w ly  
a r o u n d  th e  c u r v e . It s  t w in k l in g  g re e n  
a n d  re d  sig n al lig h ts  v a n is h e d .

W i t h  a c h u c kle  o f  s a tis fa c tio n , des­
p ite  th e  chill o f  the n ig h t a ir , th e  y o u n g  
m a n  w ith  a m y s te rio u s  m is s io n  p lo d d e d  
a lo n g  b e h in d , in te n t o n ly  o n  k e e p in g  o u t

o f  sig h t o f  e v e r y  h u m a n  b e in g  u n t il  he 
c o u ld  de vise  som e m e th o d  o f  c o n tin u ­
in g  his j o u r n e y  w h ic h  w o u ld  a ffo r d  h im  
a re sp ite  f r o m  th e  s tra in  he h a d  been 
u n d e r  th e  p a st s ix  h o u r s .

T e n  m in u te s  a ft e r w a r d  he a lm o s t 
o v e r t o o k  th e  tr a in . T h e y  w e r e  c h a n g ­
in g  e ngines at th e  s u m m it.

O n  th e  p a s s in g  tr a c k  a lo n g s id e  l a y  a  
lo n g  fr e ig h t.

H e  d o d g e d  a r o u n d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
caboose, th u s  in te r p o s in g  th e  cars b e ­
tw e e n  h im s e lf a n d  th e  p a sse n g e r t r a i n , 
m i n d f u l  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t th e  w a tc h in g  
m a n  m ig h t de sce n d to  th e  s ta tio n  p la t­
f o r m  to  s tre tc h  his legs. I t  w a s  th e  fir s t 
sto p f o r  a lo n g  tim e .

A s  he  c re p t s te a lth ily  a lo n g  in  th e  
s h a d o w  o f  th e  w a it in g  fr e ig h t  t r a i n , 
a n  idea o c c u rre d  t o  h im .

H e  c o u ld  n o t be s u re , b u t  it  w a s  p r o b ­
able th a t the m a n  w h o s e  v ig ila n c e  he 
h a d  ju s t  e lu d e d m ig h t ta k e  a n o tio n  to  
a g a in  p e e r in to  th a t b e r th — e spe cially i f  
th e  snores w e r e  n o  lo n g e r  e m a n a tin g  
f r o m  i t .

I t  m ig h t be fiv e  m ile s , te n  m ile s , o r  
f i f t y  m ile s f a r t h e r  o n . B u t ,  so o n e r o r  
la te r , n o  m a tte r  w h a t  dista n c e  th e  a l­
r e a d y -d e p a r tin g  p a sse n g e r tr a in  m ig h t 
h a v e  tr a v e r s e d , h is  absence w o u ld  be 
d is c o v e re d .

T h e n , j u d g in g  b y  a ll th a t h a d  g o n e  
b e fo r e , th e re  w o u ld  be a p r o m p t  a n d  
v ig o r o u s  search f o r  his w h e r e a b o u ts .

T h e  m e n  w h o  h a d  fo llo w e d  h im  f r o m  
N e w  Y o r k  h a l f w a y  across th e  A m e r i ­
can  c o n tin e n t w e re  w e ll fin a n c e d . T h e y  
w o u ld  n o t be lig h t ly  d is s u a d e d  f r o m  
th e ir  p u rp o s e — as th e ir  p u r s u it  f r o m  
th e  h o te l t o  th e  C a f e  C e c il, f r o m  th e  
c a fe  to  th e  residence o f  D o c t o r  F i t z -  
m o r r is ,. th e n ce  to  th e  r a ilw a y  s ta tio n , 
a n d  n o w  to  th is  lo n e ly  sp o t in  th e  R o c k y  
M o u n t a in s  s u re ly  e v id e n c e d .

S in c e  le a v in g  R a w l i n s , th e  r a ilw a y  
h a d  s tr u c k  o f f  a t a ta n g e n t to  th e  n o r t h ­
w e s t. V a l  h a d  a lr e a d y  seen, f r o m  the 
m a p , th a t th e  lin e  u ltim a te ly  cam e o u t 
o n  th e  P a c ific  C o a s t, a ft e r  e m e r g in g
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i r o m  the m o u n ta in s  in to  th e  v a lle y  o f  
the C o lu m b ia  R i v e r .

i t  w a s the o n ly  r a ilw a y  f o r  m a n y  
m ile s. B e fo r e  h im . ere he c o u ld  reach 
P o r tla n d  o r  S e a ttle  a n d  m a k e  his w a y  
to V a n c o u v e r  b e fo re  s t r ik in g  o u t o n  
the last leg o f  th e  eig hte e n  h u n d r e d  
m iles he m u st tr a v e l f r o m  the B r it is h  
se a po rt to  reach the c o ve te d  isla n d  
s ta n d in g  s ta rk  and d re a r a m id  the fo g s 
o f  the A r c t i c  O c e a n , a g re a t m a n y  m iles 
still in te rv e n e d .

R o a d s , in such a c o u n t r y , w e re  lik e ly  
to  be p re c a rio u s  a n d  p e rh a p s  im p a ssa ­
ble. A u to m o b ile s  w e re  ra re  in loc a li­
ties so sp a rse ly p o p u la te d . T h e  o m n i­
p re s e n t te le g r a p h , h o w e v e r , c o u ld  p ic k  
h im  u p  easily e n o u g h , sh o u ld  he a va il 
h im s e lf o f  such c o n ve ya n c e s.

I f  he w e re  a g ain  fo u n d  a n d  fo llo w e d , 
w h a t h a d  he g a in e d  ?

S o , the p a r tic u la r  side d o o r o f  th e  
b ig  b o x  car s ta n d in g  ju s t a j a r , ga p e d  
an in v ita tio n  th a t ap p e a le d  f o r  m o re  
th a n  one reason to  the y o u n g  m a n  w h o  
so b a d ly  w a n te d  to  d o u ble  cross his 
tra ile rs . B y  t a k in g  th e  w e s tb o u n d  
fr e ig h t, he c o u ld  ke e p o n  in th e  d ire c ­
tio n  he m u s t still fo llo w  to  get to  S e ­
attle w ith  the m in im u m  e x p e n d itu r e  o f  
tim e .

L ik e w i s e , he w o u ld  be closer to  the 
tr a in  ahe ad th a n  his p u rs u e rs  w o u ld  be 
lik e ly  to  a p p re h e n d — once his absence 
fr o m  it w e re  n o tic e d . U n le s s  th e y  w e re  
o m n is c ie n t, th e y  w o u ld  h a r d ly  fo re se e  
such a c le ve r m o v e  as he w a s a b o u t to  
m a k e .

H e  sm iled as be h e a rd  the passen ger 
tra in  p u llin g  o u t. F o r  se ve ral m in u te s  
iie w as m o tio n le s s , w a tc h in g  the fla sh ­
in g  o f  the c o n d u c to r ’ s la n te rn  b e tw e e n  
the c a rs, as he re tu rn e d  fr o m  the sta­
tio n  to  th e  caboose.

N o  one guessed Y a l 's  presence th e re , 
an d he re n e w e d  his spe cu la tio n s.

L!y e n sco n cin g  h im s e lf in th e  e m p ty  
fr e ig h t c a r he c o u ld  keep o n . B y  w a tc h ­
fu l  care d u r in g  th e  h o u rs  o f  d a y lig h t, 
he m ig h t baffle th e  h a te fu l espio n age  o f

iiis m o v e m e n ts — u n in t e r r u p te d , p r o b a ­
b l y , u n til  n o w . H e  m ig h t e ven  a ssum e 
a disgu ise  a n d  u ltim a te ly  succeed in 
re a c h in g  S e a ttle  w it h o u t  d is c o v e r y .

T w o  th in g s  d e cide d h im . T h e  n ig h t 
w a s  f a r  c o ld e r th a n  he h a d  b e lie ved 
co u ld  be possible at the tim e  o f  th e  
y e a r . T h e  c la n k  o f  th e  b u ffe tin g  d r a w -  
heads b a c k w a r d , as the e n g in e e r 
s h u n te d  each in te g e r o f  his tr a in  close 
to g e th e r in  o r d e r  to  “ p ic k  u p ”  w it h  the 
least e x p e n d itu r e  o f  p o w e r , w a r n e d  
h im  th a t he m u s t get in  o r  re m a in  
s tra n d e d  o n  th e  m o u n ta in to p  u n til  th e  
n e x t  tr a in .

T h e n  it  s ta rte d  w ith  a b risk n e ss th a t 
w a s s u r p r is in g .

Y a l  clu tc h e d  f o r  th e  car d o o r .
H e  p u s h e d  it w id e r , th r e w  h im s e lf 

in w a r d  o n  his chest, a n d  s c ra m b le d  to  
his fe e t in s id e . T h e  ear lu rc h e d  a h e ad  
w it h  a b a n g . W i t h  d iffic u lty , he m a n ­
aged to  re ta in  his f o o t in g , b u t th e  m o ­
m e n tu m  sent h im  s p in n in g  across the 
blackn ess w h ic h  he h a d  n o t y e t h a d  
tim e  to  e x p lo r e .

H e  stepped o n  s o m e th in g  s o ft  a n d  
y ie ld in g , b u t it w r it h e d  f r o m  b e n e a th  
his h e e l, s p ittin g  o u t a s tr in g  o f  o a th s .

T h e  tr a in  leaped f o r w a r d , d a s h in g  
d o w n  th e  g ra d e  b e h in d  th e  p a sse n g e r 
tr a in  w h ic h  h a d  w h ir le d  o v e r  th e  sam e 
tra c k s  te n  m in u te s  b e fo r e . W i t h  
' h o m e ’ ’ a n d  “ d istan ce  sig n a ls”  o f  w h ite  
to  b e c k o n  h im  o n , th e  e n g in e e r sent it 
c la tte rin g  in to  th e  n ig h t a t a speed 
w h ic h  fo r b a d e  V a l  to  e x it  b y  th e  w a y  
he h a d  e n te re d .

T h e n  a m a tc h  b la ze d  u p .
I n  th e  C im m e r ia n  d a rk n e ss o f  th e  

c a r, it ra d ia te d  a m o re  th a n  su fficie n t 
lig h t to  re ve a l to  the y o u t h f u l  a d v e n ­
t u r e r  th re e  as b r u ta l an d fe ro c io u s  
c o u n te n a n c e s as he h a d  e v e r  seen p ic ­
tu r e d .

A s  it flic k e re d  a n d  d ie d , he s u d d e n ly  
re m e m b e re d  th a t he h a d  m o re  th a n  
n in e ty -n in e  th o u s a n d  d o lla rs  in c u r ­
re n c y  o n  his p e r s o n !
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C H A P T E R  V .
INCARCERATED.

A s  V a lj e a n  B o r d e n  m o re  f u l l y  re a l­
ize d  his u n e n v ia b le  s itu a tio n , the firs t 
sh o c k  o f  s u rp ris e  b o r d e r in g  o n  t e r r o r  
g a ve  w a y  t o  o u t w a r d  c o m p o s u re , a n d  
he in s tin c tiv e ly  s h ifte d  h is p o s itio n .

H e n c e , th e  h o b o  o n  w h o s e  fa ce  he 
h a d  ste p p e d , w h o  w a s still b r e a th in g  
b la s p h e m y  as he h u r le d  h im s e lf f o r ­
w a r d  w h e re  he su p p o se d  the in t r u d e r  
to  be s ta n d in g , m e r e ly  b r o u g h t u p  
a b r u p t ly  a g a in s t th e  side o f  th e  c a r.

A  c h o ru s  o f  w a r n in g  a n d  a d vic e  rose 
f r o m  his t w o  c o m p a n io n s . T h e n  a n ­
o th e r  m a tc h  fla re d , a n d  a b it  o f  ca n d le  
in  the h a n d  o f  th e  m a n  fa r th e s t a w a y  
a g a in  re ve a le d  th e  in t e r io r  w ith  its 
fla m e .

V a l ,  w it h  his h a n d s  in his co a t p o c k ­
ets, sto o d  le a n in g  a g a in st the side o p ­
p o site  w h e r e  th e y  h a d  su ppo se d h im  to  
be.

“ L o o k s  as i f  I ’ d g o t in to  th e  w r o n g  
b e r t h ,”  he sa id .

T h e  th re e  s ta re d .
T h e  in c o n g ru o u s  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  the 

y o u n g  m a n  p r o v o k e d  a m o m e n ta r y  p e r ­
p l e x i t y . H i s  n eat c lo th in g  a n d  u n so ile d  
lin e n  s h o w e d  th a t he w as n o  h o b o . 
A l s o , he still w o r e  his p a ja m a  ja c k e t 
w h ic h  he h a d  p u lle d  o v e r  his clothes in 
th e  P u llm a n  b e r th . I n  the e x c ite m e n t 
o f  le a v in g  th e  t r a in  he h a d  fo r g o t t e n  to  
re m o v e  it.

S o m e th in g  o f  his fr ie n d ly  a ttitu d e  
w a s  re fle cte d in  the fa ce ' o f  th e  th ir d  
a n d  least e vil lo o k in g  o f  the th re e  ho bo s 
— the m a n  h o ld in g  th e  c a n d le . H e  w a s 
y o u n g e r  th a n  e ith e r o f  the o th e rs . A l s o  
th e re  w e re  traces o f  in te lle c tu a lity  on 
his c le a n -c u t fa c e , a n d  d is s ip a tio n  h a d  
n o t a lto g e th e r w ip e d  o u t a c e rta in  reso­
luteness w h ic h  N a t u r e  h a d  sta m p e d  
u p o n  it in e a rlie r y e a rs .

L i e  m ig h t h a v e  been a n y w h e r e  b e ­
tw e e n  tw e n t y -e ig h t  a n d  t h ir t y - f i v e —  
p r o b a b ly  y o u n g e r  th a n  he seem ed, V a l  
c o n c lu d e d . A n d  to  h im  th e  in t r u d e r

ad d re sse d  his r e m a r k s , ig n o r in g  th e  
m a n  w ith  th e  b ru is e d  fa c e , w h o  w a s 
still g r o w lin g  im p re c a tio n s .

“ Y o u  se e ,”  w e n t o n  B o r d e n , a d d re s s ­
in g  th e  y o u n g e s t m a n  o f  th e  t r i o , " I  
h a d  t o  h u r r y . I t  w a s w o ld  o u ts id e , a n d  I  
d id n ’ t w a n t  a n y b o d y  to  see m e . T h e  
t r a in  s ta rte d  so q u ic k ly  th a t I  h ^ d  n o  
tim e  t o  lo o k  a r o u n d .”  L i e  tu r n e d  to  the 
m a n  o n  w h o m  he h a d  s te p p e d . “ I ’m  
v e r y  s o r r y , o ld  m a n . I f  th e r e ’ s a n y th in g  
I  can d o  to  s q u a re  th is -------- ’ ’

“ Y e s , y o u  can ta k e  th is  w a llo p ------ —”
A n d  the m a n  m a d e  a ru s h  a t h im .

V a l  je r k e d  h is h a n d s  f r o m  h is p o c k e ts 
a n d  clenched his fists.

B u t  th e re  w a s  t o  be n o  fig h t in  th e  
c a r. T h e  m a n  w it h  th e  can dle in te r ­
v e n e d . W i t h  on e  h a n d  he g ra b b e d  th e  
b e llig e re n t h o b o  a n d  s p u n  h im  a r o u n d .

“ C u t  th a t o u t !”  he sa id . “ A i n ’ t  n o  
n eed f e r  a n y  s c r a p p in ’ so f a r  as I  can 
se e .”  T h e n  he tu r n e d  to  Y 'a l . “ O m a h a , 
h e re , is som e h o t-h e a d e d . B u t  c ’n  y e  
b la m e  h im ?  S ’ p o s in ’ it w a s  y o u , b o , 
g i t t i n ’ a little  sleep, a n d  s o m e b o d y  
c ru n c h e d  a heel d o w n  o n  y o u r  fa c e —  
h e y  ?”

“ I ’d s w e a r som e m y s e l f , I  g u e s s ,”  
g r in n e d  B o r d e n .

“ I  guess he a in ’t g o t n o  re a so n  to  
c r o a k  ye  f o r  a n  a c c id e n t, ’ sp e c ia lly as 
w e ’v e  g o t o th e r  business in  th is  s e c tio n . 
H e y ,  O m a h a ? ”

T h e  g u ttu r a l a p o lo g y  f o r  assent f r o m  
O m a h a  w a s n o t a lto g e th e r r e a s s u rin g , 
b u t it sig n ifie d  th a t the im p r o m p t u  tru c e  
w a s  g a in in g  h e a d w a y .

“ Q u e e r  r i g ,”  sa id  th e  le a d e r , lo o k in g  
a t V a l 's  p a ja m a  ja c k e t.

B o r d e n  n o d d e d . “ I  w a s in  a h u r r y  
to  g e t a w a y  b a c k  th e re  a t th e  s u m m it. 
I  w a s in  th e  P u l lm a n , a n o th e r  fe llo w  
w a s  ju s t  o u ts id e  m y  b e r th , a n d  I  beat 
it  o u t  o f  th e  w in d o w  w h ile  I  h a d  a 
c h a n c e .”

“ F r o m  w h a t? ”
T h e  d ire c t, terse q u e s tio n  w a s  v o ic e d  

w it h  a la te n t a u t h o r ity  w h ic h  V a l  h a d
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n o tic e d  w h e n  th e  m a n  w it h  th e  can dle 
had in te r fe r e d  t o  e x p la in  O m a h a ’ s 
rig h te o u s  in d ig n a tio n . S o m e th in g  o f  
the real c h a ra c te r o f  th e  s p e a k e r tin g e d  
the w o r d s . T h e y  sugge ste d a m a ile d  
list in a k id  g lo v e .

N e v e r th e le s s , B o r d e n 's  c o m p o s u re  
re m a in e d  u n r u ffle d , l i e  sm ile d  b r o a d ly  
b a c k  in to  th e  face o f  his in q u is ito r .

“ I  h a v e n ’ t k n o w n  y o u  v e r y  l o n g ,”  he 
re p lie d , ‘ ‘ b u t I  guess y o u  are n o t the 
k in d  t o  press f o r  d e ta ils f r o m  a fe llo w  
fix e d  lik e  I  w a s. I ’ve  to ld  y o u  th a t I  
w a n te d  to  m a k e  a g e t -a w a y — a n d  I  
m a d e  it. A n d  the fa r t h e r  I  get a w a y , 
the b e tte r I ’ ll be p le a s e d .”

“ S u r e  y o u  w a s  in the P u l lm a n ? ”  re ­
to rte d  his q u e s tio n e r.

V a l ’s h a n d  p lu n g e d  in to  his inside  
p o c k e t a n d  he p u lle d  o u t the u n u sed 
p o r tio n  o f  h is tic k e t.

T h e  o th e r  n o d d e d  a n d  a little  o f  the 
d u b ie ty  d ie d  o u t o f  his fa c e . “ T h i s  
fr e ig h t ’ s g o in g  the sam e w a y ,”  he c o n ­
tin u e d .

“ I  k n o w  it . B u t  th e y  w o n ’t t h in k  I  
k e p t o n  t o w a r d  S e a ttle — t h e y ’ll be lo o k ­
in g  b a c k a lo n g  th e  ro a d  t o w a r d  R a w lin s  
f o r  m e . T h a t ’ s w h e re  I  d o u b le -c ro s s e d  
'e m . N o w , ”  he  w e n t o n , re p la c in g  the 
tic k e t, “ y o u  b o ys  can see th a t th e re  w as 
no w a y  I  c o u ld  k n o w  th a t y o u  o r  a n y 
one else w a s  in this c a r. M y  business 
is m in e , ju s t die  sam e as y o u r s  is y o u r s . 
I ’m  v e r y  s o r r y  th a t I  m ussed u p  o u r  
fr ie n d  th e re , b u t w h a t's  th e  use o f  lig h t­
in g  o v e r  w h a t c a n ’t be h e lp e d  n o w , 
w h e n  w e ’ ve all g o t s o m e th in g  m o re  im ­
p o r ta n t to  d o — at least I  h a v e . 1 said 
I ’d lik e  to  squ a re  it— a n d  all y o u 'v e  g o t 
to do is to  tell m e  h o w .”

T h e r e  w a s a f u r t h e r  p e rio d  o f  silence 
w h ile  the th re e  d r e w  a p a rt to c o n fe r .

V a l  lig h te d  a c ig a re tte , a n d  th e  g lo w  
o f  it o u tlin e d  his face w h e n  th e y  occa­
s io n a lly  p e e re d b a c k at h im  fr o m  th e  
fo r w a r d  e nd o f  th e  c a r.

" I  tell y o u  h e ’ s a 'f la t tie ,' ”  crie d 
O m a h a  a ft e r  a p ro lo n g e d  p a r le y . " I ' m

g it t in ’ sick o f  these fre s h  b u lls . A i n ’ t
it b a d  e n o u g h  to  be je s t--------”

“ S h u t  u p ! ”  hissed th e  le a d e r v e n o ­
m o u s ly .

“ T h e r e  y o u  g o  a g a in ,”  w a ile d  th e  
o th e r t r a m p . “ H a i n ’ t I  g o t m o  rig h ts  
o n  this here e x p e d itio n ? ”

" N o t  w h ile  I ’m  r m m i n ’ it— a n d  i f  y o u  
w a n t  to  r u n  it y o u r s e lf , I ’ ll q u it  c o ld .
Y o u  liste n  to  m e , O m a h a -------- ”

A g a i n  th e  lo w e r e d  vo ic e s m e rg e d  in -  
d is tin g u is h a b ly  in to  th e  r o a r  o f  the 
tr a in .

F i n a l l y  th e  o th e r  t w o  la y  d o w n  in th e  
e n d  o f  th e  c a r , s p re a d in g  th e ir  s h a b b y 
coats o v e r  th e ir  s h o u ld e rs  as th e y  p il­
lo w e d  th e ir  heads o n  th e ir  a r m s . T h e  
le a d e r w a lk e d  b a c k to  w h e re  V a l  w a s  
s ta n d in g . T h e  b it o f  can dle  he c a rrie d  
w a s a lm o s t c o n s u m e d , a n d  the grease 
w a s  g u tte r in g  d o w n  o n  h is h a n d .

“ I f  y o u  d o n 't  m i n d , b o , I ’ d lik e  to  
h a v e  y o u  com e a cro st w it h  a little  m o re  
s t u ff  a b o u t w h y  y o u  l e f t  th a t t r a i n ,”  
said h e . " O m a h a  a n d  m y  o th e r  fr ie n d  
d o n ’t lik e  th e  w a y  y o u  k ic k e d  in  h e re . 
Y o u  h a in ’ t  a b o — t h a t ’ s a c in c h . A n d  
I  d o n ’t  b e lie ve  y o u ’ re a b u ll in  p la in  
clo th e s. B u t  all th re e  o f  us h a v e  been 
u p  a g a in s t som e to u g h  p ro p o s itio n s  
w it h  t h a t k in d  o f  p e o p le . T h a t ’ s w h y  
I ’m  a s k in g  y o u  w h a t  m a d e  y o u  j u m p  
th e  cu shion s a n d  g lo m  a r a ttle r  b o u n d  
the sam e w a y , w h e n  y o u  h a d  a tic k e t.”  

“ I 'l l  a d m it  it lo o k s  q u e e r ,”  la u g h e d  
Y a l . ,  " B u t  I ’m  n o  b u ll, a n d  b o th  o f  
y o u  b o y s  b a c k  th e re  o u g h t  t o  k n o w  it. 
A  b u ll w o u ld n ’t com e in  h e re  sing le - 
h a n d e d , w it h o u t  a g u n , i f  h e  k n e w  y o u  
w e r e  h e re , w o u ld  he? S u r e ly  n o t u n ­
less he h a d  a fr ie n d  o r tw o  w a it in g  o u t ­
side. S o , i f  I  w a s  an o ffic e r, it  w o u ld n ’ t  
h e lp  O m a h a  o r  e ith e r o f  y o u  o th e rs  to  
t r y  t o  h a n d  m e a n y t h in g , w o u ld  it?  I f  
I  h a d  fr ie n d s  o u ts id e  y o u  w o u ld n ’ t h a v e  
a chance. N o w ,  I ’m  n e ith e r  a b u ll n o r  
a h o b o . I  s im p ly  h a d  m ig h t y  g o o d  re a ­
sons f o r  le a v in g  th a t t r a in . C o m e  o v e r  
S e re  a m i n u t e .”

B o r d e n  fin ish e d  his sentence w it h  a
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m y s te r io u s  n o d  t o w a r d  th e  o p p o site  e n d  
o f  the c a r. T h e  o th e r  fo llo w e d . 
S c re e n in g  his act b y  his b o d y , th e  in ­
t r u d e r  p u lle d  o u t a ro ll o f  b ills .

T h e  h o b o ’ s eyes w id e n e d  a d m ir in g ly , 
his d o u b t fu l  fa ce  c le a rin g .

T h e n  he la u g h e d .
“ 1 m a k e  y o u  n o w ,”  said h e , w it h  a 

c h u c k le . “ Y o u 'r e  a d ip . Y o u  m a d e  a 
to u c h  in th e  P u llm a n  a n d  th e  m u g  
s p o tte d  y o u . S u r e — t h a t ’ s e a s y .”

B o r d e n  s trip p e d  o f f  se ve ra l o f  the 
la rg e r bills a n d  h a n d e d  th e m  o v e r  w it h  
a slight sm ile .

“ I  a m  n o t m a k in g  a n y  e x p la n a tio n s ,”  
he  e q u iv o c a te d , “ a n d  I ’m  tr a v e lin g  
a lo n e , as y o u  see. B u t  i f  th is  w ill  squ are 
it w it h  y o u  b o y s , h e re ’ s som e o f  w h a t 
I  c a rrie d  w ith  m e  w h e n  I  d ro p p e d  o u t 
o f  th a t w in d o w . I  a in ’ t o u t o f  the 
w o o d s  y e t ,”  he s ig n ific a n tly  c o n c lu d e d .

T h e  o th e r m a n  n o d d e d  c o m p re h e n d - 
in g ly .

“ A l w a y s  g la d  to  m e e t a g o o d  g u n , 
eve n  i f  h e ’ s a d ip  inste a d o f  a b o x  m a n , 
w h ic h  sam e is m e ,”  he e x p la in e d , w it h  
a to u c h  o f  p r id e . “ I ’m  K a n s a s  C i t y  
K e n n e d y — K .  C .  K e n n e d y  is m y  m o n ­
ic k e r— m ebbe y o u 'v e  h e a rd  o f  m e .”

“ T h i s  is m y  first tr ip  W e s t ,”  p a r ­
ried B o r d e n , re lie ve d  to  fin d  th a t th e  
h u n d r e d  d o lla rs  w it h  w h ic h  he  h a d  
p a rte d  possessed such p o te n c y  in  s h u n t­
in g  aside the last su spicio n  in  th e  le a d ­
e r ’ s m in d .

K e n n e d y ’ s u n d e r s ta n d in g  sm ile w a s  
n o w  on e  o f  real frie n d lin e s s .

“ Y o u 'r e  a N e w  Y o r k  g u n , th e n ? ”
“ L e f t  th e re  th re e  d a ys  ago a n d  w a s 

tr a ile d  all the w a v ,”  t r u t h f u l l y  a v e r r e d  
th e  o th e r . “ T h a t ’ s w h y  I  h a d  to  la m  
o u t o f  th e  w in d o w — th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  
p in c h e d  m e  a t th e  s u m m it.”

“ W is e  m o v e ,”  a p p r o v e d  K e n n e d y . 
“ I ’ d tr a v e l a lo n e , m y s e lf , b u t in b o x  
w o r k  y o u  c a n ’ t. G o t t a  h a v e  a m a n  o u t ­
side , a n d one to h e lp w it h  th e  to o ls a n d  
ju ic e .”

I t  w a s  V a l ’ s t u r n  to  n o d  a ffirm a tiv e ­
l y . H e  b e ga n  to  d isce rn  t h a t his c o m ­

p a n io n  w a s a sa fe  r o b b e r . T h e  a r g o t 
o f  the u n d e r w o r ld , o ft e n  o b s c u re  a n d  
lik e w is e  su b je c t to  c h a n g e , w as n e w  to  
h im .

" W o r k i n ’ a lo n e  g ive s  y o u  all th e  be st 
o f  i t ,”  w e n t o n  th e  o t h e r , as the flic k e r ­
in g  can dle  e x p ir e d . “ T h e  sq u a re st pals 
in  the w o r ld , w h e n  th e y  fa ll  a n d  a re  u p  
a g a in st a lo n g  stre tc h  in s t ir , so m e tim e s 
s q u e a k . T h e n  th e  d ic ks g it y o u r  d e ­
s c r ip tio n . T h a t ’ s w h y  I ’ m  u p  in this 
c o u n t r y . T h e y ’ v e  g o t m e  m u g  flo a tin ' 
all o v e r  M is s o u r i . B u t  th e y  h a in ’t  g o t 
m e — y i t !”

H e  fe ll in to  a r e v e rie  w h ic h  V a l  d id  
n o t d is tu r b . T h e  re a c tio n  f r o m  th e  
s tra in  o f  th e  e v e n in g  w a s b e g in n in g  to  
a ffe c t h im . H e  w as tir e d . H e  lig h te d  
a n o th e r  c ig a re tte  to  ke e p  a w a k e  a n d  sat 
d o w n  o n  th e  flo o r  o f  th e  c a r. T h e  
m o tio n  w a s  d e c id e d ly  d iffe r e n t f r o m  
th e  P u l lm a n , w it h  its tr ip le -w h e e le d  
tr u c k s  a n d  lo n g  s p rin g s , y e t it w a s  b e t­
te r  th a n  he e x p e c te d .

“ N o  g a in  w it h o u t  som e lo s s ,”  w a s 
th e  th o u g h t th a t filte re d  in t o  h is m in d  
as K e n n e d y  d r o p p e d  a lo n g s id e  a n d  ac­
cepte d a s m o k e .

B o r d e n  w a s s ile n tly  s p e c u la tin g  o n  
w h a t  w o u ld  fo l lo w  th e  d is c o v e ry  o f  his 
flig h t f r o m  th e  P u l lm a n . I f  th e  sleu th 
w h o  h a d  been a t such p a in s  to  assure 
h im s e lf o f  his a c tu a l presence in  th e  
b e rth  s h o u ld  ta k e  it f o r  g r a n te d  he w a s 
still th e re  d u r in g  the n ig h t, it w o u ld  be 
m o r n in g  b e fo r e  he w o u ld  be m isse d .

B y  m o r n in g  th e re  w o u ld  be q u ite  a 
g a p  b e tw e e n  th e  s w if t  flig h t o f  th e  lim ­
ite d  a n d  th e  s lo w e r fr e ig h t  o n  w h ic h  he 
w a s  tr a ilin g  b e h in d . Id is  p la n , so fe a s i­
ble a t th e  tim e  he l e f t , m ig h t m is c a r r y  
in  spite  o f  all th e  d is c o m fo r ts  he w o u ld  
u n d e rg o  o r th e  d a n g e r he h a d  so lu c k i­
l y  staved o ff .

V a l  h o p e d  th a t th e  p u r s u in g  de te c­
tiv e s  w o u ld  m iss h im  q u ic k ly — a n d  th is , 
he re a s o n e d , m ig h t en ab le h im  to  creep 
b y  w it h o u t  o b s e r v a tio n , w h e n  th e y  p u t 
o u t  th e ir  fe e lers b y  w ir e  o r in case th e y  
d o u b le d  b a c k  t o w a r d  S u m m it .
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I n  spite o f  all his desire to  re m a in  
a w a k e , he su ccu m bed g r a d u a lly  to  the 
le th a rg y  ste a lin g  o v e r  h im . T h e  cla tte r 
o f  the tra in  died in to  a h y p n o tic  d r o n e . 
K e n n e d y  w a s  a lre a d y  s n o rin g  c o m p la ­
c e n tly  b y  his side , an d a m o m e n t la te r 
he w a s  also in the la n d  o f  d re a m s .

H a d  he k n o w n  th a t eve n  th e n  the 
m a n  w e a r in g  the n e a t g ra y -c h e c k e d  
s u it, f o r t y  m iles a h e a d , w a s fe v e r is h ly  
p e n n in g  a c ip h e r te le g ra m  to  W a s h i n g ­
to n  as w e ll as a n o th e r  w ir e  in in te llig i­
ble te rm s  a ddre sse d to  the r a ilw a y  de­
te c tive  at S u m m it  c a llin g  f o r  a w a tc h  
on all e a s tb o u n d  tr a in s , it is m o r e  th a n  
p ro b a b le  th a t V a lj e a n  B o r d e n  w o u ld  
n o t h a ve  s lu m b e re d .

I t  is c e rta in  th a t n o  sleep w o u ld  h a v e  
v is ite d  his eyes co u ld he h a v e  re a d  th e  
te le g ra m  w h ic h  F r e d  K i lg o r e  tr a n s ­
crib e d a n d  h a n d e d  to  his c h ie f in th e  
c a p ita l c ity  o f  the U n i t e d  S ta te s  w ith in  
a fe w  m in u te s  o f  its re c e ip t the fo l lo w ­
in g  m o r n in g . F o r  th e  te le g ra m  in c ip h e r 
w h e n  tra n s la te d  r e a d :

Soda S prings , Idaho: Borden, Caucasian
spy suspect, eluded Number Seven and Nine 
near Moyer Junction, Wyoming, about mid­
night. Evidently back-tracked toward main 
line. Number Seven following on first train. 
Cover Ogden West. Granger, and all points 
East. Evidently knows he is followed. I 
shall search division between here and 
Granger. Notify Seattle office.

N umber  N in e .

D e s t in y , h o w e v e r , w it h  its callous 
cosm ic d is re g a rd  f o r  the p la n s a n d  
w ish e s o f  its u n w illin g  h u m a n  p u p p e ts , 
d id  n o t p e r m it V a lj e a n  B o r d e n  to  c la ir- 
v o v a n t ly  p e rc e ive  th e  co n te n ts o f  th a t 
p re g n a n t m essage re ce ive d  b y  the S e c ­
r e ta r y  o f  S ta te . N o  su b lim e  v is io n  th a t 
he w a s o n ly  a p a w n  to  n e g a tive  the 
m enace h o v e r in g  o v e r  his n a tiv e  la n d  
p e rm e a te d  his s lu m b e r. Id e  w a s  as u n ­
conscious o f  th is  as he w a s o f  th e  n e x t  
step he w a s ta k in g  in th e  w o r ld  d ra m a  
w h e n  the d o o r o f  th e  ca r w a s t h r o w n  
ba ck a n d  the circle o f  lig h t f r o m  an 
electric p o cke t la m p  in  th e  fin g e rs o f  
the o ffic e r, g r ip p in g  a pisto l in his o th e r

h a n d , fe ll u p o n  his c a lm , u n tro u b le d  
fa c e .

" C o m e  o u t o f  t h e r e !"  ra spe d the 
v o ic e .

K a n s a s  C i t y  K e n n e d y  stu m b le d  to  his 
fe e t. B o r d e n  s lu m b e re d  o n . T h e  tw o  
h o b o s at th e  fa r  end o f  th e  car rose.

" C o m e  o n — g e t u p ! "  ro a re d  the im ­
p a tie n t m a n  at the d o o r .

K e n n e d y  d ro p p e d  his h a n d  to  B o r ­
de n 's c o lla r , a n d  s h o o k  h im  as he lift e d  
h im  to  his fe e t.

T h e  m a rs h a l c o ve re d  th e  flo o r w ith  
a n  u n w a v e r in g  v ig ila n c e .

H e  w a s  a d e te r m in e d -lo o k in g  fe llo w , 
a n d  th a t w ic k e d  m u z z le  p e rm itte d  
n e ith e r d e la y  n o r  d e b a te .

B o r d e n  d r o w s ily  c o m p lie d , lo w e r in g  
h im s e lf in to  the c h ill a ir  o u ts id e  w itli 
a s h iv e r . K e n n e d y , O m a h a , an d the 
o th e r v ic io u s -fa c e d  h o b o  fo llo w e d  si­
le n tly .

A n o t h e r  fig u re  cam e c re e p in g  o v e r  
the b u m p e r s . I t ,  t o o , b a lan ce d  a p is to l. 
A  t h ir d  descen ded f r o m  th e  o p p o s ite  
e n d  o f  th e  c a r, clo sin g  the e nd d o o r  
w ith  a b a n g .

" J e s t  f o u r  o f  'e m , T o m ,"  said th e  
la s t m a n .

" T h e  te le g ra m  said t h r e e ,"  g r o w le d  
th e  m a r s h a l. “ S lip  o n  th e  c u ffs , L a r r y . "

B o r d e n , n o w  w id e  a w a k e , e x p e r i­
enced a te rrib le  p a n g  o f  re g re t as the 
circle o f  steel b it p a in f u l ly  in to  his 
w r is t . H e  w as lin k e d  to  K e n n e d y . 
O m a h a  a n d  th e  o th e r  w e re  b e h in d .

T h e  seven m e n  stu m b le d  d o w n  th e  
r o c k -s tr e w n  street o f  the ju n c t io n  to w n  
o f  S o d a  S p r in g s . F r o m  th e  d o o r  o f  
th e  r a ilw a y  sta tio n  a g r o u p  o f  n ig h t 
w o r k e r s  p e e re d  o u t. A m o n g  th e m  w a s 
a g ir l w h o s e  face w o r e  a lo o k  o f  p it y  
as V a l  w a lk e d  p a s t.

A  m a n  in a n a tty  g ra y -c h e c k e d  suit 
e m e rg e d  f r o m  the d in in g  r o o m . H e  
lo o k e d  c u rio u s ly  at the r e tu r n in g  g r o u p  
o f  e m p lo ye e s , a m o n g  w h o m  w a s the 
te le g ra p h  o p e r a to r . T h e  w o r t h y  a n ­
s w e re d  N u m b e r  N i n e 's  u n v o ic e d  q u e r y .
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' ‘ M a r s h a l ’s ju s t  n a b b e d  som e sa fe  
b lo w e r s ,”  he  im p o r ta n t ly  e x p la in e d , 
" ( l o t  a w ire  y e s te r d a y  w it h  th e ir  d e ­
s c rip tio n s . F o u n d  'e m  o n  a f r e i g h t .”

N u m b e r  N i n e  sm ile d  his a p p re c ia ­
tio n .

“ T o u g h - l o o k i n ’ b u n c h ,”  w e n t o n  th e  
g a rru lo u s  te le g ra p h e r. “ A l l  w a n te d  
d o w n  in  M is s o u r i f o r  a b ig  jo b . F i v e  
h u n d r e d  r e w a r d  is som e p ic k -u p , e h ? ”

A  lo c o m o tiv e  w h is tle  b ro k e  in  on his 
c h a tte r.

" T h e r e 's  y o u r  t r a in  e a s t,”  co n clu d e d  
the o p e r a to r , le a d in g  th e  w a y  to  th e  
p la t fo r m .

T h e  f o u r  m e n  u n d e r  a rre s t tu rn e d  
s h a r p ly  to  th e  le ft  a b lo c k  f a r t h e r  a lo n g , 
a n d , in th e  r e fu lg e n t lig h t o f  th e  d a w n  
ju s t  c re e p in g  o v e r  th e  g re a t pe a ks to  
the e ast, th e y  beheld th e  c ity  j a il .

A s  t h e y  a p p ro a c h e d  th e  s tr u c tu r e , 
B o r d e n  w o n d e re d  w h a t he o u g h t t o  d o . 
M e  c o u ld  e a s ily  s h o w  th a t he  h a d  l e f t  
the tr a in  a t the s u m m it. E v e r y  m o ­
m e n t o f  tim e  w a s  p re c io u s — m illio n s  o f  
d o lla rs  h u n g  o n  th e  d a ys  th a t w o u ld  
elapse b e fo r e  he c o u ld  reach h is d e s ti­
n a tio n  a n d  r e tu r n .

H i s  de cisio n  w a s  p ra c tic a lly  fo r c e d . 
I f he re ve a le d  a n y t h in g  r e g a rd in g  h im ­
s e lf , he m ig h t o n ly  m a k e  m a tte rs  w o rs e . 
T h e  presence o f  th e  h u g e  su m  he c a r­
rie d w o u ld  o n ly  te n d  to  co n n e ct h im  
th e  m o r e  s u re ly  w ith  th e  a ccu satio n  o f  
b e in g  a m e m b e r o f  th e  “ g a n g ."  Y a l  
co n c lu d e d  t o  keep sile n t.

T h e  ja il  w a s  an u n p r e te n tio u s , o b ­
lo n g  b u ild in g , b u ilt o f  h e a v y  h e m lo c k  
tim b e r , a n d  o b v io u s ly  n e w .

W i t h i n , a steel cage filled the q u a d ­
ra n g le , s a ve  f o r  a n a r r o w  c o r r id o r  o n  
all f o u r  sides. A f t e r  a p e r fu n c t o r y  
se a rc h, d u r in g  w h ic h  v a r io u s  in c re d u ­
lou s e x c la m a tio n s  b u rs t f r o m  the m a r ­
shal a n d  his aids a t th e  m o n e y  K e n ­
n e d y  a n d  B o r d e n  d is g o rg e d , b u t d u r in g  
w h ic h  the m o n e y  belt w as n o t d is c o v ­
e re d , all f o u r  w e re  locked in the steel 
cage.

C H A P T E R  V I .
ON THE BRINK.

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  re tu r n e d  
f r o m  th e  d e fe r r e d  ca b in e t m e e tin g  w ith  
th e  calm ness o f  d e s p a ir. T h e  P r e s i­
d e n t's  illness f o r  th e  p re c e d in g  f o r t y -  
e ig h t h o u r s  h a d  been a  m a t te r  o f  th e  
g ra v e s t c o n c e rn — a n o th e r  o f  th e  h a te ­
f u l  c o m p lic a tio n s  e n ta n g lin g  th e  n a tio n  
in its h o u r  o f  d ir e  e x tr e m it y .

W a r  w it h  J a p a n  w a s  n o w  in e v ita b le  
a n d  o n ly  a q u e s tio n  o f  d a y s .

T h e  im m ig r a tio n  m e a su re s th e  M i k a ­
d o ’ s m in is te r  had fla tly  d e c la re d  to  be 
o d io u s , w h ic h  h a d  been r e fe r r e d  to  
C o n g re s s  w it h  a c a r e fu lly  g u a rd e d  p r e ­
tense o f  re c o m m e n d a tio n  f o r  passage 
b y  the C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e , b y  filib u s te rin g  
tactics w e re  t e m p o r a r ily  s h u n te d  a s id e ; 
a n d  u p o n  this sle n d e r d ip lo m a tic  th re a d  
th e  S e c r e ta r y  h a d  based his last h o p e  
o f  d e la y to  enable th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  to  
m a k e  w h a te v e r  belated p r e p a r a tio n  w a s 
possible  b e fo re  th e  f r i g h t f u l  r u p t u r e .

H i s  m e e tin g  w ith  th e  Ja p a n e s e  m in ­
is te r e a rlie r in the d a y  h a d  been p r o v o ­
c a tive  o f  n o th in g  b e y o n d  th e  p e r fu n c ­
t o r y  co u rte sie s c o m m o n  to  th e ir  respec­
tiv e  sta tio n s .

T h e  V is c o u n t  T a m e k ic h i  T o n g o , a m ­
b a ssa d o r e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a n d  m in is te r 
p le n ip o te n tia r y , re m a in e d  p o lite ly  a ffa ­
ble a n d  in s c ru ta b le .

H e  g ra c io u s ly  conceded th e  f u r t h e r  
d e la y f o r  th e  le g is la tive  c o n s id e ra tio n  
b y  C o n g re s s  o f  th e  p e n d in g  m e a su re s. 
H e  to o k  his lea ve  w ith  the p r o f o u n d  a s­
surances o f  his p e rs o n a l esteem  a n d  the 
g r o w in g  g r a tific a tio n  o f  his im p e ria l 
m a je s t y , the M i k a d o , at the e m in e n t 
fa irn e s s  o f  tr e a tm e n t a cco rd e d  his n a ­
t io n , in a w a y  th a t l e f t  n o t h in g  to  be 
d e s ire d , o u t w a r d l y .

I t  w a s o n ly  w h e n  th e  c ip h e r codes 
be ga n  p o u r in g  in u p o n  th e  d e v o te d  K i l ­
g o re  a n d  several tra n s la tio n s  o f  v a r io u s  
messages fr o m  th e  F a r  E a s t  h a d  been 
plac ed in  his h a n d s  th a t th e  S e c r e ta r y  
o f  S ta te  began to  p e rc e ive  w h a t ia o n y
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la y  be n e a th the p se u d o  d e c o ru m  o f  r o u ­
tin e  d ip lo m a tic  in te rc o u rs e .

H e  w a s  g la d  th a t tli£ in te r v ie w  w ith  
the a m b a ssa d o r had com e b e fo r e  th e  be­
late d ca bin et c o n fe re n c e . I n  th e  s e c u rity  
o f  th a t g a th e rin g  o f  g r a v e -fa c e d  m e n  
th e  u n e x p la in a b le  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  
p rin c ip a l w a r  vessels o f  th e  in s c ru ta b le  
n a tio n  th a t h a d  d e fe a te d  C h in a  a n d  
R u s s ia  w it h  ease, a c q u ire d  a s ig n ifi­
cance v e r g in g  u p o n  a la rth .

‘ ‘ I t  w o u ld  s e e m ,”  said the P r e s id e n t, 
fo llo w in g  th e  S e c r e ta r y ’ s re a d in g  o f  on e  
code c a b le g ra m , “ th a t J a p a n  is n o t o n ly  
in te n t u p o n  th e  q u a r r e l, b u t h e r tactics 
w ill be those in th e  n a tu re  o f  a su rp rise  
-—p ra c tic a lly  th e  sam e she used a g a in st 
R u s s ia  w h e n  a tta c k in g  P o r t  A r t h u r .”

T h e  q u ie t s o le m n ity  o f  th e  u tte ra n c e  
sent a s h iv e r a r o u n d  the ta b le . N e v e r  
lie fo r e  h a d  th e  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  c o n ­
ceded th a t w a r  co u ld  n o t be a v o id e d . 
T o - d a y , W e a k  a n d  w o r n , he n o t o n ly  
c o n c e d e d , b u t his iirst a d m is s io n  co n ­
firm e d  the secret fe a rs  o f  his a d v is e rs .

" T h e  m y s t e r y ,"  r e m a r k e d  th e  S e c re ­
t a r y  o f  th e  N a v y ,  “ lies in th e  p ro b a b le  
d e s tin a tio n  o f  th e  a bse n t vessels. I t  is 
a la rg e  fle e t. W h e r e  w ill  th e y  firs t 
s trik e  ?”

O p in io n s  d iffe r e d . N a t u r a l l y , the 
v u ln e r a b ility  o f  th e  P h ilip p in e  posses­
sio n s, w ith  H a w a i i  as th e  n e x t  log ical 
ste p, fo u n d  a d h e re n ts . B u t  th e  S e c re - 
t a r v  o f  S t a t e , w ith  a n  insistence b o r d e r ­
in g  u p o n  d o w n r ig h t  d o g g e d n e s s , a rg u e d  
to  th e  c o n tr a r y .

" T o  b e g in  w i t h ,”  said h e , “ J a p a n  is 
su re  to do w h a t w e  d o  n o t e x p e c t h e r 
to  d o . T h a t  is ty p ic a l o f  the O r ie n t a l  
v ie w p o in t. W e  h a v e  p o in te d  at the 
c o m p a r a tiv e ly  u n p ro te c te d  P h ilip p in e s  
f o r  y e a rs — a n d  c o u n te d  the M i k a d o ’s 
subjects o n  th e  p la n ta tio n s  th e re  so 
m a n y  tim e s th a t w e  k n o w  a lm o s t e v e r y  
m a n  o f  th e m  b y  s ig h t. F o r  th e  reason 
th a t w e  e x p e c t tr o u b le  th e re , i f  f o r  n o  
o th e r , Ja p a n  w ill  n o t firs t a tta c k  us at 
th a t p o i n t .”

B a c k  a n d  fo r t h  ra g e d  th e  tid e  o f  dis­
c u ssion .

A t  last th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  s p r a n g  
his s u rp ris e . I t  w a s in th e  f o r m  o f  a 
c o n fid e n tia l r e p o r t  f r o m  the D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  th e  I n t e r i o r , a n d  e ve n  th e  ca bin et 
o ffic e r re p re s e n tin g  th a t b ra n c h  o f  the 
g o v e r n m e n t s tiffe n e d  u n b e lie v in g ly .

S t r ip p e d  o f  te c h n ic a l la n g u a g e  a n d  
fo r m a litie s , it w a s to  th e  e ffe c t th a t the 
re c e n tly  n o te d  v o lc a n ic  is la n d , ly in g  a 
little  s o u th  a n d  w e s t o f  th e  e x tr e m e  
tip  o f  th e  A le u t i a n  g r o u p  in A la s k a n  
w a te rs  c o n ta in e d  coal a n d  an a b u n d a n c e  
o f  fr e s h , r u n n in g  w a te r  a t th e  edge o f  
the coast line n e a r b y .

“ J a p a n ,”  a lm o s t sh o u te d  th e  S e c re ­
t a r y  o f  S t a t e , “ c a n n o t cross th e  P a c ific  
O c e a n  w it h o u t  s e rio u s ly  im p a ir in g  the 
coal s u p p ly  h e r s h ip s ’ b u n k e rs  w ill  
c o n ta in . W i t h  a fleet o f  s lo w -g o in g  
c o llie rs h e r p ro g re s s  is fu r t h e r  h a m ­
p e re d . I f  o u r  d e s tro y e rs  s in k  th e m , she 
is lo s t. W h a t  th e n ?  W i t h  all d u e  re ­
spect a n d  apologies in  a d va n c e  to  m y  
colleagues in the w a r  a n d  n a v y  f o r  m y  
te m e r ity  in  in t r u d in g  u p o n  m a tte rs  
w h ic h  a re  th e ir  special c o n c e rn , I  w is h  
t o  assert th a t I  h a v e  lo n g  b e lie v e d  th a t 
J a p a n  w ill  m o v e  d o w n  u p o n  us f r o m  th e  
n o r th .

“ I n  th a t la titu d e  she is m o s t u n lik e ly  
to  be p r e m a tu r e ly  o b s e rv e d . F r o m  this 
n e w  is la n d , w h ic h  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
th e  I n t e r i o r  has n o t y e t  c h a rte d  o u t o f  
d e fe re n c e  t o  m y  w is h e s , she replen ishes 
h e r  b u n k e rs  w it h o u t  fe a r , tak e s o n  an 
a b u n d a n c e  o f  fre s h  w a t e r , th u s  e co n o ­
m i z i n g  in coal f o r  c o n d e n s in g  sea w a t e r , 
a n d  has o n ly  h a lf  the jo u r n e y  in  m iles 
to  m a k e  t h a t she m u s t o th e rw is e  c o ve r 
to  reach e ith e r S e a ttle  o r  S a n  F ra n c is c o  
f r o m  Y o k o h a m a .”

" W h a t  is th e  d is ta n c e ? ”  a ske d  the 
P r e s id e n t. “ Is  it m o re  a d v a n ta g e o u s  
f o r  h e r to  com e f r o m  the n o r th  because 
o f  th e  s h o rte r r o u te ? ”

“ T h e r e  is a d iffe re n c e  o f  p re c ise ly 
on e  m ile  b e tw e e n  S a n  I ’ rancisco  a n d 
Y o k o h a m a  a n d  S e a ttle  a n d  th e  sam e
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Ja p a n e s e  p o r t ,"  re plie d the S e c r e ta r y  o f  
the N a v y .  " F o r t y - o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
s i x t y - t w o  m ile s to  S a n  F ra n c is c o — one 
m ile  less to  S e a ttle ."

" D e c id e d ly ,"  re p lie d  th e  P r e s id e n t, 
"u n le s s  f o r  the coal a n d  w a t e r , th e re  
w o u ld  be n o  a p p re c ia b le  s u p e r io r ity  
g a in e d  o v e r  o u r  fo rc e s  b y  a descent 
f r o m  the n o r th . B u t , i f  th is  co n flic t 
w h ic h  w e  h a v e  so s e d u lo u s ly  so u g h t to  
a v o id , w it h  h o n o r , c a n n o t lo n g e r be d e ­
la y e d , it w o u ld  seem  to  be th e  p a r t o f  
w is d o m  to  ta k e  som e p re c a u tio n s , p a r ­
tic u la r ly  in  v ie w  o f  th e  re p o rte d  absence 
o f  such an a rm a d a  as th a t w h ic h  w e  
a re  to ld  has flitte d  a w a y  f r o m  Ja p a n 's  
p o rts  w it h in  th e  p a st th re e  o r  f o u r  d a y s , 
w it h o u t  official a n n o u n c e m e n t as to  its 
d e p a r tu r e .”

T h e r e  w a s  a c h o ru s  o f  h e a rty  as­
sent. I f  w a r  m u st c o m e , the in to le ra b le  
s tra in  o f  the p a st fe w  m o n th s  w o u ld  
s h ift  u n c e r ta in ty  to  th e  b a c k g r o u n d , a n d  
the a c tivitie s  o f  th e  p re lu d e  to  such a 
s tru g g le  w o u ld  b e , in c o m p a r is o n , a re ­
lie f.

T h e  s u m m a r y  o f  w a r  vessels in  c o m ­
m issio n  b y  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  becam e 
th e  im m e d ia te  o r d e r  o f  b u sin e ss, ta k in g  
precedence o v e r  all else n o w  th a t it  
w as d e fin ite ly  k n o w n  th a t th e  Ja p a n e s e  
w a rs h ip s  had se cre tly sailed to  som e 
u n a n n o u n c e d  d e s tin a tio n .

T h e  S e c re ta ry  o f  the N a v y  read his 
concise f ig u r e s :

" W e  h a v e , all to ld , tw e n ty -n in e  m o d ­
e rn  b a ttle s h ip s , n in e  o ld e r b a ttle s h ip s , 
five  first-class c ru is e rs , th re e  se co n d- 
class c ru is e rs , f o u r  th ird -c la s s  c ru is e rs , 
tw e n ty -o n e  g u n b o a ts , ten m o n ito r s , 
fo r t y -n in e  d e s tro y e rs , t h i r t y - t w o  t o r ­
p e d o  b o a ts , t h ir t y -fiv e  s u b m a r in e s ; 
m a n n e d  b y  fifty -s e v e n  th o u s a n d  one 
h u n d re d  an d s e v e n ty -e ig h t officers an d 
m e n . B e sid e s th is , w e  h a v e  a v a ila b le , 
in case o f  a call t o  a rm s , the n a va l re ­
serve o f  se a m e n , c o m p ris in g  t w e n t y -s ix  
th o u s a n d  t w o  h u n d r e d  m o r e . T h i s  does 
n o t in c lu d e  ships o f  a n y  class n o w  u n ­

d e r c o n s tru c tio n  o r  a u th o r iz e d  b y  C o n ­
g re s s ."

" W h a t  is Ja p a n 's  s tr e n g th ? '’ a ske d 
th e  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e .

" W h o  k n o w s ? "  c ry p tic a lly  r e tu r n e d  
th e  S e c r e ta r y .

" N o m i n a l l y , M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,"  he w e n t 
o n , " t h e y  are a c c re d ite d — o r  I  s h o u ld  
m o r e  p r o p e r ly  say th e y  w e re  d e fin ite ly  
k n o w n  t w o  ye a rs  a g o  to  possess— the 
f o l l o w i n g : T w e n t y - o n e  first-c la ss b a t­
tle s h ip s , l o u r  c r u is e r -ty p e  b a ttle s h ip s , 
f o u r  o ld e r b a ttle s h ip s , th irte e n  fir s t-  
class c ru is e rs , seven second-class 
c ru is e rs , th irte e n  th ird -c la s s  c ru is e rs , 
s ix  g u n b o a ts , e ig h ty -fiv e  d e s tr o y e r s , on e  
h u n d r e d  a n d  e ig h ty -fiv e  t o r p e d o  b o a ts , 
e ig h ty -th re e  s u b m a r in e s : a n d  u p o n
these w e re  fift y -e ig h t  th o u s a n d  s ix  h u n ­
d re d  a n d  fo r t y -n in e  officers a n d  m e n . 
T h e i r  n a v a l re se rve  a t th a t tim e  w as 
o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  fo u r te e n  th o u s a n d  
m e n — all w e ll tr a in e d — m o s t o f  w h o m  
h a d  w o r k e d  th e ir  fu ll  te r m  o f  e n lis t­
m e n t ill th e  r e g u la r  n a v y  b e fo r e  re ­
e n te rin g  c iv il l i f e .”

" A n d  n o w  ?”
T h e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  N a v y  s h o o k  his 

h e a d , spre a d his p a lm s , a n d  s h ru g g e d  
his s h o u ld e rs .

" T h e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  has tr a n s ­
m itte d  m a n y  re p o rts  to  m e  d u r in g  th e  
p a s t th re e  ye a rs  w h ic h  w o u ld  seem to  
in d ic a te  th a t J a p a n ’ s w a r  f o o t in g , i f  w e  
in c lu d e  k n o w n  p u rch a se s f r o m  a b o a rd  
a n d  suspected m a n u fa c tu r e  a t h o m e , 
m a y  e a sily h a v e  becom e tw ic e  w h a t it 
w a s  t h e n ."

“ I t  m a y  be m u c h  g re a te r th a n  w e  
h a v e  d e fin ite  k n o w le d g e  o f , ”  r e tu r n e d  
the P r e s id e n t , s te a d y in g  h im s e lf b y  
g r ip p in g  th e  tab le  o v e r  w h ic h  he w a s 
le a n in g . " H a v e  y o u  a n y  o th e r fa c ts 
te n d in g  to  s h o w  w h y  th is  last s ta te m e n t 
o f  y o u r s  is lik e ly  to he t r u e ? ”

" M r ,  P r e s id e n t ,”  f r a n k ly  re tu rn e d  the 
S e c r e ta r y  o f  the N a v y ,  “ I  h a v e  n o t. 
B u t  w h a t can w e  e x p e c t fr o m  a n a ­
tio n  as se cre tive  as J a p a n ?  H e r  m e n  
f r o m  b o y h o o d  arc tra in e d  a n d  in u re d
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t o  m i l i t a r y  discipline a n d  h a r d s h i p .  
T h e y  h a v e  one s u p r e m e  id e a l — the 
g l o r y  o f  N i p p o n  a n d l o y a l t y  to  its r u le r .  
E x p a n s i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  needs n o  u r g i n g  
o n  people in such a c r o w d e d  c o u n t r y —  
i t  is a n o r m a l  im p u ls e  w i t h  e v e r y  o n e — • 
f r o m  the nobles d o w n  t o  the lo w e s t 
caste coolie.

" L o o k  at t h e ir  m e t h o d s  o f  l i f e  a n d  
t h e ir  sc a n ty e a rn in g s . W h i l e  w e  p a y  
a n  a d m i r a l  o f  o u r  n a v y  th irte e n  t h o u ­
sand five h u n d r e d  do lla rs a y e a r  t h e ir  
p a y  f o r  the same r a n k  is t w o  t h o u s a n d  
n in e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e ig h t y - e ig h t  do lla rs o f  
o u r  m o n e y .  A  captain  o n  one o f  o u r  
battleships o r  cruisers receives f o u r  
t h o u s a n d  d o lla rs  a y e a r — the irs t w e lv e  
h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - t h r e e  dollar.^. O u r  
n e x t  o f  r a n k  officers, the c o m m a n d e r s ,  
receive t h i r t y - f i v e  h u n d r e d — the irs n in e  
h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - l i v e .

“ Is it reasonable to su ppo se  t h a t  this 
d i s p a r it y  in p a y  is n o t a c c o u n te d  f o r  
in o t h e r  d ire c tio n s?  J a p a n ’s w a r  a n d  
n a v a l  bu d g e t is e n o r m o u s l y  large. 
W h e r e  h a v e  t h e ir  h u g e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
f o r  the past ten ye a rs g o n e — those m i l ­
lions u p o n  m i ll io n s  t h e y  b o r r o w e d  in 
E u r o p e ?  N o t  to the m e n ,  M r .  P r e s i ­
d e n t— b u t  i n t o  v a s t pu rcha se s o f  n e w  
ships a n d  a r m a m e n t ! "

T h e  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  bowed.. H i s  
p a llo r  w a s  m o r e  a c c e n tu a te d , b u t  his 
firmness, a n d  t a c t fu l  k in d n e s s  r e m a i n e d  
u n c h a n g e d  d u r i n g  the balance o f  the 
m e e tin g .

I t  w a s de cided t o  send a cr u is e r  o n  
scout d u t y  in to  the A l a s k a n  w a t e r s  
•without d e la y .

T h e  n earest vessels a va ila b le  f o r  t h a t  
v i c i n i t y  w e r e  the a r m o r e d  cruisers C ali­
fo rn ia  a n d  B r o o k ly n ,  b o t h  at B r e m e r ­
ton N a v y  Y a r d  o n  P u g e t  S o u n d ,  a n d  
bo th in co m m is s io n .

" W h i c h  shall w e  send ?’ ’ beca m e  th e  
n e x t  qu e stio n .

A g a i n  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  the N a v y  
p o i n te d  o u t  the salient fa cts w h i c h  m a d e  
a n  inte llige n t decision possible.

O r d i n a r i l y  th e  q u e s tio n  w o u l d  n o t

h a v e  come b e f o r e  the cabinet at all,  as 
it w as d is t in c t ly  a p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  his 
office. B u t ,  u n d e r  th e  circ u m s ta n c e s ,  
the o th e rs  h u n g  b r e a th le s s ly  u p o n  his 
w o r d s .

I f  t h e  Ja p a n e s e  fleet w e r e  p l a n n i n g  
a n  a tt a c k  in fo r c e  f r o m  the n o r t h ,  f o r  
th e  strategical reasons w h i c h  the S e c r e ­
t a r y  o f  S t a t e  h a d  a d v a n c e d ,  u p o n  the 
f i g h t in g  a n d  s t e a m in g  qualitie s o f  th a t 
c ru is e r w o u l d  d e p e n d  the first i n f o r m a ­
t i o n — p o ssib ly th e  fa te  o f  the A m e r i c a n  
n a ti o n  so f a r  as th e  i m m e d i a t e  o u t c o m e  
o n  the P a c ific  C o a s t  w as c o n c e r n e d .

" T h e  B r o o k ly n  ha s a d is p la c e m e n t o f  
o n l y  n in e  t h o u s a n d  t w o  h u n d r e d  an d 
f i f t y  t o n s ,  as a gain st the C a lifo rn ia 's  
t h ir t e e n  t h o u s a n d  s i x  h u n d r e d  an d 
e i g h t y  t o n s , "  he r e s u m e d . " B o t h  h a v e  
the same speed— t w e n t y - t w o  k n o t s  p e r  
h o u r .  T h e  B r o o k ly n  has a little h e a v i e r  
b a t t e r y  t h a n  the C a lifo rn ia ,  b u t  the la t ­
t e r ’s s e c o n d a r y  a r m a m e n t  is f a r  s u p e ­
r i o r .  T h e  B r o o k ly n  ha s a m a x i m u m  
c o a l - c a r r v i n g  c a p a c ity  o f  t h ir t e e n  h u n ­
d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  to n s w i t h  e ngines o f  
eig hte e n  t h o u s a n d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  
t w e n t y - l i v e  ho rse  p o w e r ,  w h i l e  the C ali­
fo r n ia  can c a r r y  f r o m  n in e  h u n d r e d  to 
m o r e  th a n  t w o  t h o u s a n d  t o n s ,  a n d  has 
t w e n t y - n i n e  t h o u s a n d  h o r s e - p o w e r  e n ­
gin es. D e c i d e d l y  the l a s t - n a m e d  c ru ise r 
is m y  choice. B e s id e s ,  h e r  c o m m a n d e r ,  
C a p ta iY .  A l e x a n d e r  S .  H a w l e y ,  is one 
o f  the finest m e n  in the service— y o u n g ,  
a g g re s s iv e , a n d  v e r y  reliable, a n d  those 
a r e  qualitie s w h ic h  m a y  m a k e  all the 
d iffe re n ce  in the w o r l d  in th e  success o r  
fa il u r e  o f  h e r m i s s i o n .”

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  fa n c ie d  lie 
o b s e r v e d  an increase o f  p a ll o r  on the 
fa ce o f  the C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  at the m e n ­
tio n  o f  H a w l e y ’ s n a m e . B u t  the discu s­
sion as t o  the t im e  the J a p a n e s e  w o u l d  
c o n s u m e  in cro ssin g  the P a c i fic ,  sho u ld 
t h a t  be t h e ir  i n t e n t io n ,  m a d e  h i m  f o r ­
get the i n c id e n t.

I t  w a s  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  unless p r o ­
ceeding at the m a x i m u m  o f  speed a n d 
u n d e r  f o r c e d  d r a f t  t w o  w e e k s  m i g h t  be
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c o u n te d  u p o n  b e f o r e  the d r e a d  specter 
o f  the hostile fleet w o u l d  be discernib le 
o f f  the straits o f  J u a n  de F u c a ,  m a r k ­
i n g  the e n tra n ce  to  P u g e t  S o u n d .

" I f  t h e y  re a lly  p la n  a stop at this 
vo lc a n ic  island to coal,  it w ill  be l o n g e r , ”  
a v e r r e d  the S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e .  “ T h e  
M in n eso ta  pa sse n ge r ste a m sh ip  takes 
t h ir t e e n  d a ys  b e t w e e n  Y o k o h a m a  a n d 
S e attle  e a s t b o n n d ; a n d  a d a y  m o r e ,  
o w i n g  to  the change o f  t im e  in m i d -  
Pa c ific  w e s t w a r d ,  i f  I  r e m e m b e r  the 
schedule c o r r e c t l y .”

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  the N a v y  su p p le ­
m e n t e d  this i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  c a llin g a t ­
t e n tio n  t o  the fa ct th a t the N ip p o n  
Y u scn  K  a is ha, a n a m e  s i g n i f y i n g  
" J a p a n  M a i l  S t e a m s h i p  C o m p a n y ,  L i m ­
i t e d , ”  possessed a fleet o f  n i n e t y - f i v e  
l u x u r i o u s  vessels w i t h  a disp lace m e n t 
a g g r e g a ti n g  thre e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y  
t h o u s a n d  to n s ,  all e q u ip p e d  w i t h  w i r e ­
less, a n d  tha t at least ten o f  these w e r e  
t w i n - s c r e w  steam ers o f  speed s u p e r io r  
t o  a n y t h i n g  else in t r a n s - P a c i fi c  c o m ­
m e r c ia l  service. H e  e m p h a s i z e d  the re ­
p o r t e d  cancellation o f  se veral re g u la r  
sailings as in d ic a t in g  t h a t  J a p a n  m i g h t  
be p l a n n i n g  to use these vessels as t r o o p  
tr a n s p o r t s .

" I t  w o u l d  s e e m ,”  sa id the P r e s i d e n t ,  
w h e n  the f i v e - h o u r  session w a s  n e a r i n g  
its close, “ t h a t  w i t h i n  th re e  w e e k s ,  at 
m o s t ,  th e  Ja p a n e s e  a m b a s s a d o r  m a y  re ­
quest his p a p e r s ,  f i e  can be o u t  o f  the 
j u r i s d i c t io n  o f  o u r  flag inside t w e l v e  
h o u r s — en r o u te  t o  L o n d o n — a n d  w e  
are p o w e r le s s ,  u n t il  his d e p a r t u r e ,  to  
d e fin ite ly  a n n o u n c e  the c a la m i ty  o v e r ­
h a n g i n g  us unless w e ,  o u r s e lv e s ,  as­
sume the i n i t i a t i v e .”

A l l  o f  w h ic h  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te  
m u lle d  o v e r  an d o v e r  in his b r a in  a f t e r  
he r e t u r n e d  to  his o w n  office. T h e  C al­
ifo rn ia ,  w i t h  the collier P r o m e th e u s  t o  
fo llo w ',  ha d been a lr e a d y  o r d e r e d  o u t  
into  the N o r t h  P a c i fic .

' T  beg y o u r  p a r d o n ,  M r .  S e c r e t a r y , ”  
said K i l g o r e ,  w h o  h a d  been v a i n l y  w a i t ­
i n g  some m in u t e s  f o r  r e c o g n itio n .

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s ta r te d . H i s  i n t r o ­
spective h a b i t  w a s  g r o w i n g  o f  late.

“ W h a t  is i t ,  F r e d ? ”
" A  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f r o m  the P r e s i ­

d e n t ,  s i r , ”  replie d the co n fid e n tia l  m a n ,  
h a n d i n g  it t o  h i m  u n o p e n e d .

T h e  S e c r e t a r y ’ s fe e t cam e d o w n  w i t h  
a b a n g  f r o m  the c h a ir  o n  w h i c h  he h a d  
stre tch ed t h e m , as he re ad .

H i s  face p a le d  as h a d  t h a t  o f  the 
C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  d u r i n g  th e  cabinet 
m e e t i n g  w h e n  C o m m a n d e r  H a w l e y ' s  
n a m e  w a s  m e n t i o n e d — a n d f o r  the same 
r e a s o n :

I to-day received news from Vancouver 
that Albert Hawley, a brother to the com­
mander o f the C a li fo r n ia , and known to me 
alone as the individual carrying the number 
Twenty-live in the secret diplomatic service, 
was murdered in that city some weeks ago, 
while returning from Nome, where I sent 
him on a confidential mission. Identification 
was made by a photograph received from the 
coroner of that city, confirmed by agent 
Number Eighteen, who saw the picture, and 
who went to Vancouver and exhumed the 
body to make sure. Young Hawley was last 
seen in the company of an American named 
Valjean Borden, with whom he came ashore 
from a tramp whaler; but the coroner says 
that lie was reported killed by an unknown 
Japanese in a cheap hotel. This for your 
confidential information.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s initia l  w a s  th e  o n ly  
s ig n a t u r e .

K i l g o r e  t o o k  the message f r o m  his 
c h i e f .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  m a k e  o f  t h a t ? ”  asked 
his s u p e r io r .

“ I t  w o u l d  seem t o  c o n f i r m  the tip  
w e  re ce ive d f r o m  N u m b e r  O n e  a d a y  
o r  so a g o , ”  replied K i l g o r e ,  t r y i n g  to 
steady7 his t r e m b l i n g  vo ice .

“ D i d  y o u  k n o w  h i m ? ”
“ Y e s ,  sir ,  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  I  d id  

n o t  k n o w  t h a t  he w a s  in  th e  s e r v i c e .”
“ N o r  I , ”  replie d the S e c r e t a r y  o f  

S t a t e . .  “ W e l l ,  y o u  h a d  b e tte r  n o t i f y  
his f a m i l y  th a t he died a b r o a d  a n d  his 
b o d y  w ill  be s h ippe d to  t h e m . ”

“ Y e s ,  s i r .”
“ A b o u t  th is  f e l l o w  B o r d e n — w h e r e  is 

t h a t  te le g r a m  m e n t i o n i n g  h i m  w e  re ­
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ceived this m o r n i n g ?  I  c a n n o t  recall 
its c o n t e x t . ”

K i l g o r e  p r o c u r e d  the p a p e r  re quested 
a n d  h a n d e d  i t  t o  the ca bin et officer f o r  
a m o r e  t h o r o u g h  p e r u s a l .

“ N o t i f y  the agents in c h a rge  o f  this 
m a t t e r  t o  a r re s t a n d  h o ld  t h a t  m a n  f o r  
e x a m i n a t i o n , ”  d ir e c te d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
S t a t e ,  as he r e t u r n e d  it . “ I f  he is i n n o ­
cent,  I  h o p e  he'll  be able t o  p r o v e  i t , ”  
he c o n c lu d e d ,  r is in g  a n d  s ig n a lin g  f o r  
his a u t o m o b i l e .

H e  w a l k e d  d o w n  the steps a n d  e n ­
te red th e  w a i t i n g  vehicle  w i t h  eyes in 
w h i c h  tears s t r u g g le d  w i t h  w e arin e ss.

C H A P T E R  V I I .
WING AND WING.

I
“ H o w  m a n y  tim es h a v e  I  t o ld  y o u ,  

P i n h e a d ,  t h a t  t h e m  p a w s  o ’ y o u r n  are 
w o r s e  th a n  a b e a r ’s fe e t w h e n  it comes 
to  f c a k i n '  t r a c k s ? ”

T h u s  a d j u r e d ,  P i n h e a d  M a r t i n ,  u n ­
d e r s t u d y  to  K .  C .  K e n n e d y ,  the s a f e ­
b l o w i n g  s t a r ,  h u n g  his he a d  s h e e p is h ly ,  
a n d  k i c k e d  a im le s s ly at the t w o - i n c h  
concrete flo o r  o f  the S o d a  S p r i n g s  j a i l .

O m a h a  a n d  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  h a r d  b y  
in the sa me in c lo su re  o f  steel t o  w h i c h  
t h e y  h a d  been r e t u r n e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e ir  
a r r a i g n m e n t  b e f o r e  the local ju s tic e  o f  
the peace, listened to  a sca th in g  e x c o r i ­
a tio n  o f  the t h i r d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  t r i o  
o f  y e ggs. _

“ T h e r e  w a s n ’ t a n y t h i n g  o n  us at a l l ,”  
g r i m l y  c o n t in u e d  K e n n e d y ,  “ u n t il  t h e y  
m u g g e d  t h a t  t h u m b  p r i n t  o ’ y o u r n  o n  
the J o p l i n  b o x  w e  b l o w e d .  I t  w a s  a 
s o f t  j o b ,  a n d  a g o o d ,  clean piece o ’ 
w o r k , ”  he w e n t  o n  p r o u d l y .  “ N o w  h e re  
w e  a re ,  snagged h a r d  a n d  fa s t  because 
y o u  neglect in s t r u c t io n s  a b o u t  y o u r  
g l o v e s .”

S t ill  n o  a t t e m p t  o n  the p a r t  o f  P i n ­
head to  j u s t i f y  o r  e xcu se  his ’ l a c k  o f  
c a u tio n . L i k e  a r e p r o v e d  b o y  h e  su b­
m i s s iv e l y  lis tened t o  the acid r e m a r k s .

K e n n e d y ’ s fa ce  s o ft e n e d  a little.
L e a d e r s h i p  w as an i n n a t e  p a r t  o f  his

n a t u r e .  H a d  P i n h e a d  t r ie d  t o  e v a d e  
the consequences o f  his f o l l y ,  th e re  
w o u l d  h a v e  been a scene. L l i s  h u m b l e  
silence n e g a ti v e d  th e  c h ie f's  s m o l d e r i n g  
w r a t h .  F i r e  m u s t  h a v e  substance o n  
w h ic h  t o  fe ed o r  c o m b u s t i o n  ceases.

“ T r y  a n d  d o  b e t t e r  n e x t  t im e ,  P i n ­
h e a d .”

“ L e a v e  it to  m e , ”  re p lie d  P i n h e a d  
M a r t i n  f e r v e n t l y .

“ O f  c o u r s e ” — K e n n e d y  t u r n e d  t o  
V a l j e a n  B o r d e n — -“ a r u n  o ’ b a d  l u c k  
je s t  n a t c h e r l y  ties y o u  u p  w h e t h e r  y o u  
like it o r  n o t .  W e ’ re h e re  in stir— n o t  
sp e s h u lly  because w e ’ re  c r o o k s ,  b u t  b e ­
cause w e  h a i n ' t  h y p o c r i t e s .  E v e r y b o d y ’ s 
c r o o k e d — a n d  some o f  ’ em- ge t a w a y  
w i t h  i t .  T h e  m a r s h a l  a n d  jestice is 
c r o o k e d .  T h a t ’ s w h y  t h e y ’ ll h o l d  all 
o f  us h e r e  p e n d i n g  e x t r a d i t i o n  p a p e r s  
f r o m  M i s s o u r i .  T h e y  h a i n ’ t g o t  n o t h i n ’ 
o n  y o u  at all— th e re  w a s n ’t  a n y  r a p  
a g in '  y o u  f e r  t h a t  P u l l m a n  j o b ,  a n d  y o u  
a i n ’t  w a n t e d  like  w e  a r e — b u t  y o u ’ re 
h e r e ,  jest the sa m e , h a i n ’ t y o u ? ”

V a l  g l o o m i l y  assented w i t h  a w o r d ­
less n o d .  I t  i r k e d  h i m  b e y o n d  w o r d s  t o  
a d m i t  th e  fa c t  t h a t  his slen d e r q u o t a  o f  
t im e  w a s  s l ip p in g  a w a y  w h i l e  h e  l in ­
g e r e d  in  a steel ca ge, in n o c e n t  o f  a n y  
offe n se  a gain st the l a w .

“ ’ C a u s e  w h y ? ”  c o n t in u e d  K e n n e d y .  
“ N o t  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a n y t h i n g  o n  y o u ,  
b u t  because e v e r y  d a y  y o u ’ re he re t h e y  
g i t  fees. A l l  a c c o r d in ’ to  l a w ,  m i n d  
y o u .  F e e s  fe e d  the o ld  m a r e  a n d  b u y  
shoes f e r  the k i d s ,  a n d  dresses f e r  the 
w i m m e n .  B o t h  th e  jestice a n d  the m a r ­
shal is m a r r i e d ,  a n d  S o d a  S p r i n g s  a i n ’ t 
the bigge st place in  th e  w o r l d .  N o b o d y  
in j a il  b u t  us. L e a n  t im e s . W e  f a t t e n  
t h in g s  all a r o u n d .  S o  w e ’ re jest n a t c h -  
e r ll y  d u e  t o  s ta y  a w h il e — i f  t h e y  h a v e  
t h e i r  w a y . ”

H e  g l id e d  p a n t h e r l i k e  a r o u n d  th e  
w a lls  o f  th e  plac e, s c r u t i n i z i n g  the b a rs 
w i t h  th e  a i r  o f  a co n n o is s e u r  in m etals. 
K e n n e d y  w a s  p r o u d  o f  his a b i li ty  to 
te a r  o p e n  tr e a s u r e  b o x e s ,  a n d  his fa ce 
w a s  w r e a t h e d  in  an e n ig m a t ic  smile
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w h e n  h e  h a d  fin ishe d his t o u r  o f  insp e c­
t io n .

B u t  he  m a d e  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  his c o n ­
clusions. In s t e a d  lie s h o w e d  a n o t h e r  
phase o f  th e  late n t m a n lin e ss w h ic h  
p r o m p t e d  h i m  t o  p r e v e n t  a fi ght in th e  
car the n i g h t  b e f o r e .  Y o u n g  B o r d e n s  
respect f o r  the y e g g  w a s  g r o w i n g .  A c ­
c o r d i n g  t o  his code he w a s  “ r i g h t . ”  H i s  
p e r s p e c tiv e  o f  l i fe  w a s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  th a t o f  m o r e  c a r e f u l l y  n u r t u r e d  
m e n  o f  his age. I t  w a s  the usual s t o r y  
o f  a g r i m  stru g g le  a gain st p o v e r t y  a n d  
ig n o ra n c e  in the slum s i n t o  w h i c h  he 
h a d  been b o r n .  S t i l l ,  his first w o r d s  
a f t e r  his in sp e ctio n  s h o w e d  h i m  n o t  
w h o l l y  v ic io u s .

“ I t  does beat t h u n d e r  a b o u t  t h a t  coin 
y o u  slipped m e . H e r e  the th r e e  o f  us 
b r o k e  a n d  y o u  pass m e  h a l f  a d o u b le  
c e n t u r y  jest as i f  w e 'd  k n o w n  each 
o t h e r  f e r  ten y e a r s .  A n d  t h e n ,  b e f o r e  
w e  g it  a cha n st t o  sp end a d i m e  o f  i t ,  
w e ’ re fr i s k e d  a n d  the dicks p r e t e n d  
t h e y 'r e  g o i n ’ to  h o l d  o u r  m o n e y  f e r  e v i ­
dence t h a t  w e  r o bbe d a sa fe  in J o p l i n .  
W o n ' t  e ve n  let us h o l d  o u t  the p rice  o f  
a squ a re  m e a l.  T h a t ’ s the w a y  th e  l u c k  
b r e a k s  so m e tim e s . I f  w e w a s  o u t ,  w i t h  
n o b o d y  o n  o u r  t r ia l ,  a d i p  like  y o u  co u ld 
finance us o u t  o f  t o w n  r ig h t  d o w n  h e re  
at the r a il r o a d  s ta tio n . W e ’ d h i t  the 
cu shion s n o r t h  b e f o r e  t h e y  k n e w  w e  
w a s  g o n e . N e v e r  m i n d ,  k i d .  T h a t  w a s  
su re w h i t e — s p l it t i n ’ y o u r  r o ll  the w a y  
y o u  d id .  K .  C .  d o n ’ t f e r g i t .  W a i t  a n d  
see.”

T h e  a r r i v a l  o f  the alleged s u p p e r  i n ­
t e r r u p t e d  the discourse. T h e  m e a l  w a s  
a little b e tte r  t h a n  w h a t  h a d  been p r e ­
v i o u s l y  b r o u g h t  t h e m  an d t h e y  ate 
h e a r t i ly .  T h e  m a r s h a l  a n d  his a id l e f t  
f o r  the n i g h t ,  a f t e r  b u i l d i n g  a g o o d  fire 
in the sto ve  in th e  c o r r i d o r  a n d  s e r v i n g  
o u t  bla nk e ts.

V a l  l a y  d o w n  t o  sleep be j th e re
w a s  little else t o  d o . H e  n o t  re­
p r o a c h  h i m s e l f  f o r  the resu o f  his f u ­
tile e ffo r t  to  e v a d e  the m y s t e r io u s  t r a i l ­
ers to f o l l o w  h i m  f r o m  N e w  Y o r k .  I t

w a s  u n a v a i l i n g  t o  r e g r e t  w h a t  h a d  o c­
c u r r e d .  I n  th r e e  o r  f o u r  d a y s  at th e  
latest, the officers f r o m  M i s s o u r i  w o u l d  
a r r i v e .  T h e y  c o u ld  n o t  t r u t h f u l l y  i n ­
clude h i m  in t h e  last  o f  o f f e n d e r s  f r o m  
t h a t  S t a t e .  I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  i f  w o r s t  c a m e  
to  the • w o r s t ,  he w o u l d  send f o r  th e  
m a r s h a l ,  d e m a n d  t h a t  he te le g r a p h  
D o c t o r  H u g h  F i t z m o r r i s ,  a n d  engage 
a  l a w y e r  t o  p r o c u r e  his release o n  
ha be a s c o r p u s .

H e  c o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  t h a t  w h e n  a r ­
r a ig n e d  in c o u r t ,  b u t  he h a t e d  t o  
a c k n o w le d g e  his u n w i s d o m  in l e a v i n g  
the t r a i n  w h e n  th e  stake he h o p e d  to  
w i n  w a s so g i g a n t i c .  I t  m i g h t  i m p a i r  
th e  co n fide n ce  o f  F i t z m o r r i s  in his 
a b i li ty  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  w i t h  m o r e  d ifficu lt  
t h in g s — p e r h a p s  r e su lt  in a p r o m p t  re ­
call b y  th e  d is a p p o i n t e d  s u rg e o n  i f  th e  
child is h co u rse  o f  th e  m a n  he h a d  relied 
u p o n  w a s  r e ve a le d to  h i m .

S o  V a t  decided t o  s ta n d  p a t  f o r  a n ­
o t h e r  t w e l v e  o r  fi ft e e n  h o u r s ,  a n d  
a w a i t  d e v e l o p m e n t s .

R e s i g n i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  th e  in e v it a b le ,  
he be ga n  t o  p i c t u r e  his f u t u r e  o n ce  he 
h a d  r e v is ite d  the m y s t e r i o u s  isla n d  in 
th e  A r c t i c  a n d  t r i u m p h a n t l y  r e t u r n e d  to  
N e w  Y o r k  w i t h  t h e  tr e a s u r e  he w a s  
s e e kin g. T h e r e  w a s  n o  a p p a r e n t  line 
o f  d e m a r c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  his w a k i n g  
ideas a n d  those c o n t i n u i n g  in sleep.

P i e  o n l y  k n e w 7 h e  h a d  been d r e a m i n g  
w h e n  so me o n e  g r i p p e d  his s h o u ld e r ,  
a n d  K e n n e d y ’ s v o ic e  ba de  h i m  rise a n d  
p u t  o n  his cloth es.

V a l  o b e y e d  d r o w s i l y .
K e n n e d y  sat d o w n  o n  th e  f l o o r  a l o n g ­

side h i m  a n d  b e g a n  r e p la c in g  the saws 
in th e  h o l lo w s  o f  his heels. H e  s c r e w e d  
t h e  heels b a c k  in to  n o r m a l  p o s itio n  w i t h  
a  ce lerity  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  m i r a c u l o u s .  A s  
B o r d e n  beca m e  m o r e  w id e  a w a k e ,  he 
w a s  b e w i ld e r e d  to  see b o t h  O m a h a  a n d  
P i n h e a d  a lr e a d y  w a l k i n g  in th e  c o r r i ­
d o r  o u t s id e  the cage, t ip t o e i n g  c a r e f u l l y ,  
p a u s in g  at last be n e a th  on e  o f  the w i n ­
d o w s  a f f o r d i n g  a v i e w  o f  th e  street.

" O .  K . , ”  w h is p e r e d  O m a h a .
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" C o m e  o n , ”  said the le a d e r to  the 
d a z e d  y o u t h .

" C o m e  o n  w h e r e ? ”  ga sp e d  B o r d e n ,  
s t a r i n g  at the lo c ke d  d o o r  o f  the cage.

K e n n e d y  w i n k e d ,  led the w a y  to one 
side, sto o p e d ,  a n d  a section o f  th e  steel 
b a r r i e r  came a w a y  in his  h a n d .  V a l  
fe ll  to his knees a n d  cre pt t h r o u g h  it . 
T h e  o t h e r  m a n  f o l l o w e d ,  c a r e f u l l y  re ­
p l a c in g  the se ve re d  cross-section  in  
p la c e , a f t e r  l ib e r a ll y  so a p in g  the e n ds 
o f  the b a rs. A  little d u st r u b b e d  o n  
th e  se vered p o r t io n s  m a d e  th e  cuts i n ­
visib le .

“ S o m e  o t h e r  g u y  t h a t ’ s r i g h t  m a y  f i n d  
i t , ”  w h is p e r e d  the sa fe  b r e a k e r ,  g l i d ­
i n g  like  a g h o s t  t o w a r d  th e  w i n d o w .  “ I  
t o ld  y o u  this b u r g  w a s  f u l l  o f  g r a f t e r s .  
T h a t  cage a i n ’t steel— the i r o n  cuts like  
i t  w a s  cheese. S o m e b o d y  g o t  t h e ir  r a k e -  
o f f ,  all r i g h t ,  all r i g h t ! ”

“ N o b o d y  in s i g h t ,”  a n n o u n c e d  
O m a h a  f r o m  his s e n t ry  po st.

K e n n e d y  p u lle d  t w o  ba rs f r o m  t h e  
g r a t e d  w i n d o w .

T h e  f o u r  d r o p p e d  i n t o  th e  c a lm  
bla ckn e ss o f  the n ig h t.

N e v e r  h a d  the s o f t  b r e e z e  seemed so 
s u p e r l a t i v e l y  d e l i g h t f u l  t o  th e  y o u n g e s t  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  q u a r t e t .  N e v e r  h a d  th e  
m o i s t ,  m a g n e tic  e a rt h  b e n e a th  his fe e t 
so t h r il le d  h i m  w i t h  its y i e l d i n g  s u p p o r t .

W i t h  c a u tio n  t h e y  m o v e d  d o w n  t o ­
w a r d  the r a il r o a d  y a r d s .  A  w h is p e r e d  
c o l lo q u y  f o l l o w e d .  T h e n  K e n n e d y  
t u r n e d  t o  B o r d e n .

" H e r e ’ s w h e r e  w e  split  u p ,  p a l , ”  said 
b e . “ G o o d  l u c k  a n d  g o o d - b y .  W e ’ v e  
g o t  w o r k  to  d o — a n d  t h e r e ’ s n o  use o ’ 
y o u  t a k i n ’ a n y  ch a n c e s .”

T h e  th re e  m e l te d  a w a y .
B o r d e n  k e p t  o n  t o w a r d  th e  r a i l w a y .  

E n  r o u te  he  e x t r a c t e d  a n o t h e r  h u n d r e d -  
d o l la r  bill f r o m  his m o n e y  belt. H e  h a d  
l e f t  the p a j a m a  ja c k e t in t h e  j a i l ,  a n d  
w a s  r e a s o n a b ly  su re  he  w o u l d  n o t  be 
r e c o g n iz e d . H e  w a l k e d  c o n fi d e n t ly  
i n t o  th e  statio n  a n d  p u r c h a s e d  a m i le ­
age b o o k ,  w i t h  a smile th a t d i s a r m e d  
su s p ic io n . A  s o u t h b o u n d  t r a i n  hissed

in b e f o r e  he h a d  r e ce iv e d his c h a n ge . 
V a l  h u r r i e d  o u t ,  b o a r d e d  i t ,  w a l k e d  
t h r o u g h  on e  c a r ,  a n d  ste ppe d o f f  in  th e  
s h a d o w s  o n  the f a r  side b e f o r e  it  l e f t .

T h e  b u lle tin  b o a r d  in  th e  sta tio n  i n ­
f o r m e d  h i m  t h a t  a n o t h e r  w a s  d u e  f o r  
S e attle  w i t h i n  h a l f  a n  h o u r .

F o r t u n a t e l y  it w a s  o n  t im e .
W i t h  so me t i m i d i t y ,  f e a r i n g  the m a r ­

shal m i g h t  be p r o w l i n g  a r o u n d  the t r a i n  
o r  t h r o u g h  i t ,  V a l  e n te re d  a P u l l m a n .  
H e  w a s h e d  t h o r o u g h l y  a n d  a r r a n g e d  
his h a ir .  B y  the t im e  t h e  t r a i n  w a s 
m o v i n g  he  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  the u n t i d y  
t r a m p  he  h a d  a p p e a r e d .

H e  p u r c h a s e d  a b e r th  a n d  te n d e re d  
his m ile a g e .

T h e r e  w a s  n o  c o m m e n t  o n  th e  fa c t  
t h a t  he w a s  w i t h o u t  b a g g a g e ,  a n d  a 
lib e ra l t ip  dis s o lv e d  a n y  l in g e r i n g  
d o u b t s  in  th e  p o r t e r ’ s m i n d  as t o  his 
d e s i r a b il it y  as a pa sse n ge r.

S i x t e e n  h o u r s  late r the w e lc o m e  
g l i n t  o f  t h e  C o l u m b i a  R i v e r  w a s  visib le  
t h r o u g h  th e  c a r  w i n d o w s ,  a n d  the l i m ­
ited w a s  s n o r t i n g  d o w n  th e  last  leg o f  
th e  j o u r n e y  t o w a r d  S e a ttle .

V a l  ate his meals  w i t h  m o r e  relish 
a f t e r  the O r e g o n  S t a t e  lin e h a d  been 
cro sse d, a n d  he l e f t  th e  t r a i n  at P o r t ­
l a n d  the s a m e  e v e n i n g .

H e  v i s it e d  a h a b e r d a s h e r y  a n d  p u r ­
chased a su it  case, to ile t  articles,  a n d  
n e w  a ttire  t h r o u g h o u t ,  b e f o r e  g o i n g  to 
a h o t e l.  H e  w a s  s o m e w h a t  u n d e c id e d  
as to his n e x t  m o v e  t o w a r d  th e  n o r t h  
u n t il  th e  h e a d lin e  o f  a n  e v e n i n g  p a p e r  
c a u g h t  his eye in the r e s t a u r a n t  w h e r e  
h e  w a s  e a tin g  a late s u p p e r .

T h e n  all in d e cisio n  w a s  re s o lv e d .
T h e  f i r s t-p a g e  s t o r y  t o l d  o f  th e  es­

cape f r o m  j a il  at S o d a  S p r i n g s  o f  f o u r  
de spe ra te  c h a r a c t e r s ; o f  t h e ir  d a r i n g  
r o b b e r y  o f  a b a n k  in  the t o w n ;  o f  the 
p isto l d u e l w h i c h  h a d  r e s u lt e d ,  an d th e  
posse w h ic h  w a s  p u r s u i n g  th e  fleeing 
q u a r t e  ':o th e  h ills . A l s o  it  c o n ta in e d  
a v e r y  * d e s c r ip t io n  o f  all  f o u r  m e n  
— p a r t ic n  a r l y  h i m s e l f .

V a l  de c id e d  i t  w o u l d  be i m p r u d e n t  to
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r is k  the r a i l w a y  sta tio n  a g a i n ,  e ve n  at 
t h a t  distance.

I n s t e a d ,  he p r o c u r e d  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  
a n d  d r o v e  a f e w  m iles t o  the n o r t h  to 
a n o t h e r  little t o w n ,  t a k i n g  a local f r o m  
th ere instead o f  a t h r o u g h  t r a i n ,  a n d  
a g a in  l e a v i n g  it o n  th e  o u t s k ir t s  o f  
T a c o m a .
. T i m e  n o  l o n g e r  possessed t h e  f a b u ­
lous v a l u e  t h a t  it se emed t o  h a v e  w h e n  
he l e f t  N e w  Y o r k .  H i s  p e rs p e c tive  o f  
it a n d  o t h e r  th in g s  w a s  losin g the dis­
t o r t i o n  o f  his first e n t h u s ia s m .

H e  w a s a l r e a d y  t w o  d a y s  b e h i n d  his 
schedule. B u t  he d id  n o t  p e r m i t  this 
to  keep h i m  f r o m  m a k i n g  the t r i p  f r o m  
T a c o m a  to S e attle  b y  tr o lle y  instead o f  
t r a i n .

T h e  I d a h o  r o b b e r y  c o n t in u e d  t o  p l a y  
a p r o m i n e n t  ' p a r t  in the te le gra phic 
n e w s ,  e ve n  at th a t distan ce . T h e  n e x t  
editio n s o f  the p a p e rs declared th a t the 
y e ggs ha d been o v e r t a k e n ,  K e n n e d y  h a d  
been se rio u sly w o u n d e d ,  a n d  th a t all 
th r e e  w e r e  r e c a p t u r e d  a f t e r  a ba ttle  
r o y a l  w i t h  the posse.

" T h e  f o u r t h  m a n ,  y o u n g ,  i n t e llig e n t ,  
a n d  e v i d e n t l y  the b ra in s  o f  th e  g a n g ,  is 
still at l a r g e ,”  the dispa tch c o n c lu d e d .

i n  spite o f  his r e gre t at the d isa stro u s 
e ve n ts f o l l o w i n g  the escape, V a l  co u ld  
n o t  fo r e g o  a g r i n  at the c h a r a c t e r i z a t io n  
o f  h i m s e lf  as the " b r a i n s  o f  the g a n g . ”  
H a d  it n o t  been f o r  the m a n  w i t h  the 
" m o n i c k e r ”  his chances o f  c o n t in u i n g  
his j o u r n e y  w i t h  o n l y  the loss o f  a d a y  
w o u l d  h a v e  been r a t h e r  t e n u o u s — to 
state it o ptim istical!\\

V a l  d i d  some v e r y  ha .nl t h i n k i n g  be­
f o r e  he de b ou ch e d  f r o m  the t r o ll e y  at 
the t o t e m  pole in P i o n e e r  S q u a r e .  H e  
m u s t  n o w  e xe rcise  a su p e r la tiv e  c a u ti o n ,  
f o r  t h e r e  w e r e  n o w  t w o  sets o f  p u r ­
suers instead o f  o n e  w i t h  w h o m  he 
m u s t  calculate.

H i s  first act w a s to check his b a g ­
gage at som e t r a n s f e r  office u n t il  he w as 
r e a d y  to slip on b o a r d  som e vessel 
w h i c h  he ho p e d  to be able to  c h a r te r .

o B

T w i c e  he l e f t  a cable c a r  h e a d e d  t o w a r d  
L a k e  W a s h i n g t o n  to  m a k e  su re n o  on e  
b o a r d e d  it  b u t  h i m s e l f .  A t  a little n e w s  
stan d n e a r  th e  la k e  h e  b o u g h t  th e  a f t e r ­
n o o n  p a p e r s ,  a l u n c h ,  h i r e d  a b o a t ,  a n d  
r o w e d  o u t  t o w a r d  th e  isla n d to  t h i n k  
a n d  p l a n .

I n  th e  shelte r o f  t h e  p r i m e v a l  fo r e s t  
w h i c h  co v e r e d  it  he re ad c a r e f u l l y  th e  
a d v e r t is e m e n t s  t o  f in d  some p r i v a t e  
l o d g i n g  h o u se  w h e r e  he c o u ld  r e m a i n  
u n n o ti c e d  u n t i l  he w a s  r e a d y  t o  sail. 
H e  m a d e  n o t e  o f  s e v e r a l,  d e c i d i n g  t h a t  
f r e q u e n t  t r a n s f e r s  w o u l d  t e n d  t o  r e n ­
d e r  his tr a i l  m o r e  obscu re .

x\s he r e f o l d e d  the p a p e r ,  a n o t h e r  
ite m  c a u g h t his eye.

I t  h i t  h i m  h a r d — t h r e e  terse w o r d s —  
b u t  m i g h t y  i n t e r e s t in g  u n d e r  th e  c i r ­
cu m stan ce s c o n f r o n t i n g  the f u g i t i v e .  
" Y a c h t  f o r  S a l e , ”  stare d  u p  at h i m ,  
a n d  he g r i n n e d  w i t h  ple asu re  as he 
re ad the balance o f  th e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t .
I t  g a v e  an address in B e l l i n g h a m — a 
c ity  c o n s id e r a b ly  n e a r e r  th e  u p p e r  e n d  
o f  P u g e t  S o u n d  th a n  S e a ttle  a n d  p r o ­
p o r t i o n a t e l y  s a fe r .

V a l  de cide d t h a t  he w o u l d  w a i t  u n t il  
n i g h t f a l l  b e f o r e  v e n t u r i n g  b a c k  i n t o  
S e a ttle .  S o  he c u rle d  u p  in the w o o d s  
a n d  r e l a x e d ,  a f t e r  e a tin g  his l u n c h ,  
w i t h  a g r o w i n g  g u s to  at th e  pro sp e ct 
o f  m o r e  a ctio n  a lo n g  a lin e o f  d e c id e d ly 
less resistance t h a n  he h a d  e x p e r ie n c e d  
since d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  the P u l l m a n  
w i n d o w .

C H A P T E R  V I I I .
TRACED.

S p e e d i n g  t o w a r d  the same c ity  on 
the sa me d a y  t w o  e x a s p e r a t e d  m e n  w h o  
signed n u m b e r s  t o  t h e ir  c r y p t i c  tele­
g r a m s  instead o f  n a m e s — N u m b e r  N i n e  
a n d  N u m b e r  S e v e n — h o t l y  discussed 
th e  e lu sive c h a r a c te r  o f  t h e i r  q u a r r y .

" N u m b e r  O n e  o u g h t  n o t  to d o  a n y  
r o a s t i n g ,"  a v e r r e d  N i n e ,  " f o r  this k i d  '  -  
h a n d e d  h i m  a n e a t g e t - a w a y  rig h t in 
th e  g lare  o f  a b i g  r e s t a u r a n t .  W h a t  
i f  he d i d  slip o u t  in the n i g h t  f r o m
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n | ?  T h a t  w a s n ’ t as b a d  as w a l k i n g  
o u t  on the c h i e f  h i m s e l f . ”

" A s  so on as I  g e t  m y  h o o k s  in  re a c h ­
i n g  distance o f  h i m  a g a in  I ’ ll g a m b l e  
a little m o n e y  he d o n ’ t p u ll  t h a t  P u l l ­
m a n  f a d e - a w a y  s t u f f  a g a i n , ”  g r i tt e d  
S e v e n .  “ H e  m u s t  be a n  o l d - t i m e r —  
f o r  all he loo k s y o u n g .  I ’ ll bet h e ’ s 
been r o u n d  th e  w o r l d  f o r  t h e  J a p s . ”

“ I  d o n ’t p a r t i c u l a r l y  care w h e r e  h e ’s 
b e e n ,”  r e t o r t e d  his c o m p a n i o n .  “ W h a t  
I  w a n t  to  k n o w  is w h ic h  w a y  lie’ s 
g o n e  n o w . ”

“ H e a d i n g  f o r  S e a t t l e ,”  said S e v e n  
p r o m p t l y .  " H e ’ s in a te r rib le  h u rry' 
t o  ge t b a c k  to  th e  coast b e f o r e  so m e ­
t h i n g  b r e a k s . I  d o n ’t k n o w  w h y ,  b u t  
I ' m  g o i n g  to  d o  all I  can to  fin d  o u t .  
T h e r e ’ s a re aso n — s o m e w h e r e .  A n y ­
h o w ,  I ’ ll bet y o u  a n e w  hat t h a t  w e  
p ic k  u p  his tr a i l  t h e r e .”

“ I  n eed a n e w  h a t , ”  r u m i n a t e d  N i n e .
" S o  d o  I , ”  a ffirm e d  S e v e n ,  w i t h  e m ­

phasis.
“ M a y  the r ig h t  m a n  w ear i t , ”  g r i n n e d  

the o t h e r .
N u m b e r  N i n e  stu d ied  S e v e n ’ s b r o a d  

sho u ld e rs a n d  a ggre ssive  fig u re  w h i m ­
sically as he f o l l o w e d  h i m  t o  the station 
p l a t f o r m  w h e n  t h e i r  t r a i n  drew' u p  a t  
th e  t e r m in a l  in S e attle  a  f e w  h o u r s  
late r.

" W e ’ d b e t t e r  r e p o r t  to  the office 
f i r s t ,”  su ggested S e v e n .

“ R i g h t , ”  replied N i n e .
T h e y  b e c k o n e d  to  a t a x i ,  a n d  wrere 

w h i r l e d  a w a y .
C r o s s i n g  the v i a d u c t  t h e y  t u r n e d  into  

S e c o n d  A v e n u e  a n d  d r o v e  t o  the A l a s k a  
B u i l d i n g .  T h e  c h ie f  o f  the d iv is io n  
w as t e m p o r a r i l y  a b s e n t,  a n d  b o t h  m e n  
w a i t e d  f o r  his r e t u r n .  P r e s e n t l y  he  
cam e in.

“ W e l l ,  I ’v e  t r a ile d  y o u r  b i r d , ”  said 
he j o v i a l l y .  “ Y o u  w e r e  r i g h t — he ca m e  
s t r a ig h t  h e r e .”

“ W h e r e  is h e ? ”
“ O h ,  seeing th e  sights a r o u n d  o u r  

f a i r  c ity . I ’ m  not g o i n g  t o  sw'eat b l o o d

to  find h i m  t o - d a y  w h e n  I ’ ll m e e t  h i m  
t o - m o r r o w ' . ”

" H o w 7 w i l l  y o u  m e e t  h i m ? "
T h e  d i v i s io n a l  c h ie f  g r i n n e d  t a n f a -  

l i z i n g l y .
“ I ' l l  t a k e  y o u  b o y s  a lo n g  w h e n  I  keep 

th e  t r y s t , ”  he sco ffe d . “ T h e  r i g h t  w a y  
to h a n d l e  a s m o o t h  article like  this 
B o r d e n  is to  let h i m  catch h i m s e l f . -’

S e v e n  s pre a d o u t  the last t e le g r a m  
w h i c h  he ha d re ce ive d f r o m  the S e c ­
r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  T h e  d iv is io n a l  c h ie f  
w 'histled.

“ B e t t e r  n o t  take c h a n c e s ,"  w 'a rn e d 
S e v e n .  “ T h i n g s  are b r e a k i n g  b a d  w i t h  
J a p a n ,  a n d  this is r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t —  
a t least , W a s h i n g t o n  t h i n k s  s o .”

" W e l l ,  I  w is h  I  d i d n ’t h a v e  t o  w a i t , ”  
a d m i t t e d  the S e a t t le  a g e n t.  " I ’ v e  h a d  
e v e r y  m a n  in t o w n  o u t  all d a y  l o o k ­
i n g  f o r  this la d . T h e y ’ ve  fr i s k e d  th e  
h o te ls ,  th e  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  th e  b o a r d i n g  
h o u se s, a n d  w a t c h e d  the t e r m in a ls  a n d  
d o c k s . B u t  w e ’ll get h i m  t o - m o r r o w ' ,  
s u r e .-’

H e  tossed o v e r  a c o p y  o f  a tele­
g r a p h i c  m essage.

S e v e n  a n d  N i n e  fell on it like s t a r v ­
i n g  dogs o n  a bone.

D octor H ugh  F itzm o rris , N o. ------ Cen­
tral Park West, New York: Arrived Se­
attle. Sail to-morrow for Vancouver on 
P r e s i d e n t , From there as agreed.

V a l je a S B ordex.

“ W h a t  d id  I  tell y o u  ?”  d e m a n d e d  
N u m b e r  S e v e n ,  t u r n i n g  to N u m b e r  
N i n e .

" W e l l ,  tell m e  s o m e t h in g  else t o ­
m o r r o w ' , ”  said N i n e ,  l a u g h i n g  at his 
o w n  d is c o m fi tu r e .

“ W h a t  w il l  y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w  t h e n ? ”
“ T h e  size y o u  w a n t  the newv h a t —  

y o u  m a y  n eed a b ig g e r  on e  b y  t h e n , ”  
c a u t i o u s ly  r e t o r t e d  his c o m p a n i o n .

S e v e n  lo o k e d  t h o u g h t f u l l y  at the m e s­
sage th e  d i v i s io n a l  c h ie f  w a s  filing.

“ H o w '  cold is t h a t ? ”  he d e m a n d e d .
“ H o t  f r o m  th e  g r i d d l e — g o t  it  at ten 

o ’ clo ck th is  m o r n i n g , ”
“ I t ’ s t h r e e - f o r t y - f i v e  now '.  W h a t  d o
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y o u  say to  a  t u r n  a r o u n d  t h e  clock; 
a n d  s t a t io n s ? ”

“ T h e y ’ re c o v e r e d ,”  re p lie d  the d i v i ­
sional c h i e f .  “ W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  I  
a m — a b o o b  to fa ll  f o r  a  w i r e  t h a t  
m a y  be a stall ?’ ’

“ H a r d l y — t h a t  is n 't  th e  w a y  y o u  
earned y o u r  p r o m o t i o n .  B u t  n o n e  o f  
y o u r  m e n  h e r e  h a v e  seen this suspect. 
N i n e  a n d  I  h a v e  t r a v e le d  w i t h  h i m  in  
the sam e P u l l m a n .  H e  m a y  c h a n g e  his 
m i n d  a b o u t  sa ilin g t o - m o r r o w — lie ’ s 
fickle a b o u t such t h i n g s .”

“ G o  t o  i t , ”  o b s e r v e d  t h e i r  s u p e r io r .
T e n  m i n u t e s  late r b o t h  officials w e r e  

m a k i n g  a t h o r o u g h  search o f  the u n io n  
statio n . N o  trace o f  t h e ir  m a n  co u ld 
be f o u n d .

U n d i s m a y e d ,  t h e y  w e n t  o v e r  a n d  
o v e r  the g r o u n d ,  t a c t f u l l y  i n q u i r i n g  o f  
e v e r y  statio n  e m p l o y e e ,  de s c rib in g  the 
w a n t e d  m a n  m i n u t e l y .

" S e e m s  to me I  seen a fe lle r  like 
t h a t , ”  at last a d m i t t e d ‘ th e  sta tio n  m a s ­
ter. " Y e s ,  com e t o  t h i n k  o f  it ,  he w a s  
in here this f o r e n o o n .  B y  g u m !  I  
m u s t  be lo s in ’ m y  b r a in s . B u t  he w a s  
w e a r i n g  a f r o c k  coat a n d  a t o p  h a t ,  
a n d  h a d  a bu n c h  o f  c o in. W a n t e d  to 
get to V a n c o u v e r  b a d  e n o u g h  to hire  
a s p e cial;”

" W h e n  w a s  t h is ? ”  d e m a n d e d  S e v e n .
" A b o u t  n in e  o ’clock this m o r n i n g .  

T r a i n  g o t a w a y  at n i n e - t h i r t y .  I t 's  o n l y  
a t w e l v e - h o u r  r u n  on r e g u la r  schedule 
to V a n c o u v e r . ”

S e v e n  te n d e re d  a cigar w i t h  as m u c h  
u r b a n i t y  as if  the d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  
w i t h i n  h a d  n o t  sickened h i m . T h e  r u n  
to the in t e r n a tio n a l  line co u ld  be m a d e  
in five h o u r s — in c lu d i n g  all p r o b a b le  d e ­
lays— a n d  his j u r i s d i c t io n  e n d e d  th e r e .

" W h a t  d i d  I  tell y o u ? ”  said he again 
to N u m b e r  N i n e  as t h e y  re tra ce d  t h e ir  
w a y  to the office. " H e  filed t h a t  fa k e  
message a n d w a l k e d  to the t r a i n .  A i n ' t  
he the c a n n y  y o u n g  i m p ? "

“ A n d  co n s id e r in g  the fa c t  t h a t  he 
has d o u b le d  o n  his o w n  tr a il  so o f t e n  
i t ’s p r o b a b le  B o r d e n  d i d n ’ t g o  to V a n ­

c o u v e r  a t  a l l ,”  r e jo i n e d  t h e  o t h e r  a g e n t.  
" L i k e l y  as n o t  h e ’ s h a l f w a y  to  S p o ­
k a n e  o r  S a n  F r a n c i s c o . ”

W h i c h  h a p p e n e d  to be n e a r e r  t r u e  
t h a n  e it h e r  o f  t h e m  i m a g i n e d .  T i r e d  
o f  u n e x p l a i n e d  s u r v e illa n c e ,  V a l j e a n  
B o r d e n  w a n d e r e d  b a c k  t o  S e a t t l e ,  d e ­
t e r m i n e d  t o  h e n c e f o r t h  be m o r e  t h a n  
a  passive f a c t o r  at the g a m e  o f  cross- 
p u r p o s e s  in w h i c h  he w a s  so o b v i o u s l y ,  
a l t h o u g h  u n w i l l i n g l y ,  cast f o r  a l o n g  a p ­
pe a ra n c e .

F o r  this re aso n  he h a d  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
filed th e  m i s le a d i n g  t e le g r a m  w h ic h  the 
events o f  the n e x t  d a y  c o n c lu s iv e ly  
p r o v e d .  N o  o n e  o f  his a p p e a ra n c e  
sailed o n  a n y  ste a m e r f r o m  S e a ttle .  
L i k e w i s e ,  the special t r a i n  w h i c h  he 
e n ga ge d t o  tak e  h i m  to  V a n c o u v e r ,  a n d  
f o r  w h i c h  he h a d  p a id  thre e  h u n d r e d  
d o l la r s ,  a r r i v e d  at th a t c ity  w i t h o u t  h i m .

T h e  p e r p l e x e d  c o n d u c t o r  s w e a t b lo o d  
a t  the e m p t y  ca r. A f t e r  a l o n g  search, 
he  de cided to  i g n o r e  the in c id e n t in 
o r d e r  to re ta in  his j o b .  H e  h a d  n o t  
the r e m o te s t su spicion  t h a t  his s o lit a ry  
passe n ge r h a d  d r o p p e d  o f f  the r e a r  
p l a t f o r m  in  B e l l i n g h a m . T h e  suit  case 
he h a d  a b a n d o n e d  the c o n d u c t o r  le ft  
a t  the ba gga ge  r o o m  " t o  be called f o r . "

A n d ,  in the i n t e r i m ,  b y  one o f  th o s e  
fa n t a s t ic  inc ide n ts w h i c h  r e u n ite  the 
r a v e le d  th r e a d s  o f  d e s t in y  in to  the p r e ­
o r d a i n e d  p a t t e r n ,  the c o m m a n d e r  o f  
the a r m o r e d  cr u is e r  C a lifo rn ia ,  w a i t i n g  
f o r  his vessel t o  finish c o a lin g ,  r a n  
o v e r  t o  S e a ttle  f r o m  the n a v y  y a r d  to 
close u p  his a ffa ir s  b e fo r e  w h a t  p r o v e d  
to be the m o s t  m o m e n t o u s  v o y a g e  a n y  
c o m m a n d e r  h a d  e v e r  b e g u n  since the 
A m e r i c a n  n a v y  first f l u n g  the flag o f  
the repu blic to  th e  w in d s  o f  a n y  sea.

C H A P T E R  I X .
Cr.OSING I X .

T h e  people o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
a f t e r  all , are an u n w i e l d y  n a t i o n .  T h e  
m a n  in M a i n e  r a r e l y  he a rs o f  the m a n  
in M i n n e s o t a — unless o n e  o r  the o t h e r
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b r e a k s  i n t o  the te le g ra p h  n e w s  o f  the 
d a y  w i t h  a fe lo n io u s  assault o r  an a n ­
n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  he o w n s  a he n  w h i c h  
lavs d o u b l e - y o l k e d  eggs.

S e r e n e l y  u n co n scio u s o f  t h e  secret 
m e n ace  w h ic h  w as closin g d o w n  w i t h  
h id e o u s  b u t  in v isib le  f o l d s ,  n i n e t y - f o u r  
m illio n s  o f  h u m a n  beings w e n t  a b o u t  
t h e ir  usual a v o c a tio n s  the same m o r n i n g  
t h a t  Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  h ire d  h is special 
t r a i n  f o r  V a n c o u v e r  a n d  q u ie t l y  d e ­
serted it  at B e l l i n g h a m .

S a v e  f o r  a f e w  v e r y  p e r t u r b e d  offi­
cials in W a s h i n g t o n ,  n o  o n e ,  h a p p i l y ,  
c o m p r e h e n d e d  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  o u t  o f  the 
o r d i n a r y  w as lik e ly  t o  o ccu r. A n d  
these a p p r e h e n s iv e  m e n ,  to  w h o m  ha d 
been co n fid e d  the reins o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
a lt h o u g h  a p r e y  t o  the w ild e s t a la r m s ,  
w e r e ,  n e ve r th e le s s ,  a lm o s t  as m u c h  in 
the d a r k  as e v e r y  on e  else.

O f  one t h i n g  o n l y  t h e y  w e re  su re—  
the f o r m i d a b l e  a r m a d a  o f  J a p a n  ha d 
l e f t  its o w n  shores. N o  r e p o r t  h a d  been 
receiv ed o f  its a r r i v a l  at a n y  o t h e r  
p o r t — n o  m e r c u r y  o f  H e r t z i a n  w a v e s  
tick e d across the v a s t y  wastes o f  the 
Pacific w i t h  the a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  its 
presence.

S c o u t i n g  cruisers t o  the n o r t h  a n d  
east o f  the P h i l ip p in e s  m o n o t o n o u s l y  
r e p o r t e d  t h e ir  " 2 - 5 - 7 "  in the n a v a l  code, 
s i g n i f y i n g  " n o t h i n g  n e w . ”  T h e  agents 
o n  b o a r d  the t r a n s - P a c i f i c  c o m m e r c ia l  
lines p l y i n g  b e t w e e n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  a n d  
H o n g k o n g  sent t h e ir  p a r t i c u l a r  c ip h e r 
messages to  the same effect.

E v e n  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  so str a n g e ly  
m i r e d  d o w n  in the w e b  o f  circ u m sta n c e  
t h a t  e v e r y  e f f o r t  o f  the m o s t  astu te 
m e n  in th e  e m p l o y  o f  the S ta te  D e ­
p a r t m e n t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  e n g a g e d  w a s  
b e in g  e x e r t e d  t o  a p p r e h e n d  h i m ,  a n d  
also in the v e r y  t e r r i t o r y  w h e r e  the 
m o s t  significant in c id e n t o f  all w a s  
t r a n s p i r i n g ,  w as o b liv io u s  o f  e ith e r  the 
e v e n t  o r  its real m e a n in g .

N u m b e r  S e v e n  s t u m b le d  across th e  
same t h i n g  in the S e a ttle  d e p o t ,  b u t  
his incipie n t suspicions ha d o t h e r  thin gs

to  c o n s i d e r ; a n d  h o w  w a s  he t o  guess 
tha t the in n o c u o u s  tr a i n lo a d s  o f  J a p ­
anese l a b o r e r s ,  w i t h  p ic k s ,  sh o v e ls ,  a n d  
lik e  to o ls ,  w e r e  n o t  in the e m p l o y  o f  
the r a i l w a y  c o n t r a c t o r ,  as he w a s  t o ld ,  
b u t  w e r e  o b e y i n g  the c o m m a n d  o f  a 
l ie u t e n a n t  colonel w h o  h a d  s t o r m e d  
I t e s h a n  P lill  a n d  the tre nc he s o f  P o r t  
A r t h u r  u n d e r  the eyes o f  G e n e r a l  N o g i  
h i m s e l f ?  O r  t h a t  w h e n  the signal came 
these m e n  w o u l d  n o t  b u ild  r a i l w a y s ,  
b u t  d e s t r o y  b o th  o f  the n o r t h e r n m o s t  
c o n n e ctio n s w i t h  the east le a d in g  to 
P u g e t  S o u n d  p o in ts ?

A s  f o r  B o r d e n ,  his special passed 
o t h e r  s im ila r  t r a in s  o f  flat cars c a r r y i n g  
la b o r e r s  o n  a lm o s t e v e r y  s id in g  the first 
f e w  miles o u t  o f  S e a ttle .  B u t  he w as 
ensconced b e h i n d  d r a w n  shades, p r e ­
t e n d i n g  to  sleep. T h u s  he c o u ld  n o t  
k n o w  t h a t  the w i l y  O r i e n t a l s  w e r e  n o t 
o n l y  w i t h d r a w i n g  th e ir  r e g im e n ts  o f  
the " E r s a t z  r e s e r v e ,”  w h i c h  h a d  been 
“ p l a n t e d ”  f o r  this v e r y  h o u r  ye a r s  be­
f o r e ,  u n d e r  the guise o f  c o m m e r c ia l  
i m m i g r a t i o n ,  b u t  c o o p e r a ti n g  w i t h  the 
b o a r d  o f  s tr a te g y  in th e  w a r  college at 
T o k y o ,  f o r  the first b l o w .

T h u s ,  w h ile  D o c t o r  H u g h  F i t z m o r r i s  
d o l e d  o u t  th e  scant store o f  the m e d i ­
ca m e n t t h a t  his f o r m e r  p u p i l  h a d  so 
s t r a n g e l y  b r o u g h t ,  an d f o u g h t  b a c k  the 
d e a th  g r i p p i n g  f o r  the h e a rt  o f  the 
second ric hest m a n  in the w o r l d ; w h il e  
the S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  s tro d e  t o  a n d  
f r o  in his office, w i t h  the g r i m  s h a d o w  
o f  W a r  at his b a c k ; w h il e  S e v e n  an d 
N i n e  w e n t  i n t o  e x e c u t i v e  session w i t h  
the d iv is io n a l  c h ie f  at S e a t t le ,  a n d  w i r e d  
V a n c o u v e r  to  " c o v e r  the b i r d ”  o n  the 
a r r i v a l  o f  his special— the a r m a d a  o f  
the M i k a d o  steam ed o n  a n d  o n ,  b l a n k ­
eted in the dense m ists o f  the P a c i f i c ; 
w i t h  m u ffle d  s i r e n s ; w i t h  p o sitio n  p e n ­
n a n ts  th a t h e ld each ship j u s t  so f a r  
a n d  n o  f a r t h e r  f r o m  its n e i g h b o r — a 
g r i m ,  silent pro ce ssio na l across the u n ­
re sistin g w a v e s  s e p a r a t in g  t h e m  f r o m  
t h e i r  d e s t in a t io n .

T h e  m a t h e m a t i c s  o f  t h e i r  respectiv e
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po sitio n s w as o n l y  a m ic r o s c o p ic  f r a g ­
m e n t  o f  the detail  u p o n  w h i c h  the w h o le  
scheme o f  J a p a n ’ s s t r a t e g y  w a s  erected. 
A s  s u r e ly  as th re e  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  sep­
a r a t e d  the K a sh i in a f r o m  the K a to r i, 
f o r  in sta n ce , in a s m o o t h  sea, so su r e ly  
d id  t w ic e  t h a t  space in t e r v e n e  b e tw e e n  
the t r o o p  t r a n s p o r t s  w h o s e  c r o w d e d  
decks w e r e  b u n c h e d  in g r e a t  k n o t s  o f  
ste am sh ip s, r in g e d  r o u n d  w i t h  battle 
c r a f t .

O n  schedule th e y s w e p t o n ,  a n d  o n  
schedule t h e y  w o u l d  a r r i v e  at t h e i r  first 
s t o p ; to  coal a n d  w a t e r  at the b le a k  
little volca nic isla nd w h ic h  the C r e a t o r  
h a d  p o p p e d  f r o m  the ocean bed b e a r ­
i n g  on its b o s o m  a seam o f  coal H i s  
h a n d  h a d  laid the re  in the c a r b o n i f e r o u s  
era countless centuries b e f o r e .

C o a l  a m i w a t e r !
W e l l  indeed d i d  J a p a n  k n o w  w i t h  

w h a t  c e rtitu d e  o f  p u r p o s e  she m i g h t  
n o w  act. C o a l  a n d  w a t e r  w e r e  the 
m a in s p r i n g s  o f  h e r  d i p l o m a c y ,  d a ily  
g r o w i n g  m o r e  irascible in W a s h i n g t o n  
— as w e ll  as the m e d i u m s  b y  w h ic h  she 
w o u l d  e n e r g iz e  h e r  w a r s h ip s  f o r  the 
s w i f t  stab in th e  d a r k  to f o l l o w  h e r  
a ml ia ssa d o r 's  w i t h  d ra w  a l .

A n d  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  v i s u a l iz e d  
all this as he s tr o d e  u p  a n d  d o w n  his 
office,

" C o a l  a n d  w a t e r ! "  he g r o a n e d .  
" H e r e t o f o r e ,  the absence o f  a c o a lin g 
station has be e n , in a m e a s u r e ,  o f  m o r e  
p r o t e c t io n  th a n  o u r  m e a g e r  coast de­
fenses. W i t h o u t  coal j a p a n  c o u ld  n o t  
hope to  a tt a c k  us b y  sea— w h a t e v e r  she 
m i g h t  a t t e m p t  in the P h i l i p p i n e s  o r  
H a w a i i ,  B u t  n o w .  coal a n d  w a t e r  b o th  
rise o u t  o f  the sea in h e r  v e r y  h o u r  
o f  need. F r e s h  w a t e r ,  which,  means 
the last u n it  o f  e c o n o m y  in fu e l  be­
cause she w ill  n o t  need to condense  
h u g e  q u a n titie s  o f  sea w a t e r  to s u p p ly  
h e r t r o o p s  o r  b o i l e r s ;  a n d  m o r e  coal 
th a n  a t h o u s a n d  fleets w o u l d  use in a 
t h o u s a n d  y e a r s !"

N o  fleet at A m e r i c a ’ s c o m m a n d  co u id 
h o p e  to cope w i t h  J a p a n 's  m i g h t y  a r ­

m a d a .  W i t h  tens o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  miles 
o f  coast line to be p r o t e c t e d  th e  U n i t e d  
S tate s d i d  n o t  da re  t o  co n c e n tra te  e ve n  
an i n f e r i o r  fo r c e  to g o  t h r o u g h  the 
f u t i l e  m o t io n s  o f  r e p e llin g  a tt a c k  f r o m  
t h a t  q u a r t e r .

W h o  c o u ld  r e a l l y  s a y ,  a f t e r  all ,  t h a t  
J a p a n  w as c o m i n g  th a t w a y ?  F r o m  
all the a c tu a l k n o w l e d g e  at the d is­
posal o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  W a r  o r  the 
S e c r e t a a r v  o f  the N a v y ,  the Ja p a n e s e  
m i g h t  be sa ilin g a r o u n d  the n o r t h  o f  
E u r o p e ,  t h r o u g h  so m e  h i t h e r t o  u n d i s ­
c o v e r e d  c h a n n e l o f  the A r c t i c  S e a — to  
d r o p  d o w n  f r o m  the f o g  b a n k s  o f  N e w ­
f o u n d l a n d ,  inste a d o f  A l a s k a .

T h e  c r u is e r  C a lifo rn ia  w a s  t h e ir  o n l y  
h o p e  f o r  the final w a r n i n g .  M e a n ­
w h i l e ,  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  resistance w e n t  
o n  w i t h  u n r e m i t t i n g  care. I n  th e  e n d  
the U n i t e d  S ta te s  m u s t  t r i u m p h .  A t  
first t h e y  w o u l d  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  be at 
a n  e n o r m o u s  d is a d v a n t a g e .

S o  the P r e s i d e n t  a n d  his cabinet ha d 
d e d ica te d t h e  C a lifo rn ia  t o  the sacrifice. 
T h e  C a lifo rn ia  w a s  d u e  to lea ve  S e attle  
the n e x t  m o r n i n g .  W i t h ,  the collier 
P r o m e th e u s  t r a i l i n g ,  she w o u l d  ta k e  a 
p o s it io n  f a r  o u t  in t h e  P a c i f i c ,  to  c o n ­
f i r m  o r  d i s p r o v e  the suspicio ns o f  
J a p a n 's  a p p r o a c h  in t h a t  d i r e c t io n .  I f  
t h e ir  w o r s t  fe a r s  w e r e  c o n f i r m e d ,  the 
s w i f t  cr u is e r  w o u l d  n e v e r  r e t u r n .  
O n c e  the M i k a d o ' s  vessels w e r e  sig h te d , 
J a p a n  w o u l d  recall h e r  m i n i s t e r  a n d  
th e  w a r  w o u l d  be o n .

T h e  m e n  o n  th e  c ru ise r w e r e  cer­
t a i n l y  d o o m e d —- i f  J a p a n  did  com e 
d o w n  in fo r c e . F a s t  as the C a lifo rn ia  
w a s ,  she w a s n o  s w i f t e r  t h a n  m a n y  
o f  the cruis ers o f  h e r  e n e m y .

N o r  w as t h a t  all.
N o  ship e v e r  l a u n c h e d  c o u ld  ste am  

as fa s t  as the " m o s q u i t o  a ir  fle e t"  o f  
J a p a n  co u ld f l y .  M o n o p l a n e s ,  d e sign e d 
f o r  e n o r m o u s  speed— a w i n g e d  e n g in e  
o n  w h ic h  t w o  m e n  r o d e — w e r e  w i t h  
t h a t  h i d d e n  a r m a d a .

H o w  m a n y ?  N o n e  c o u ld  s a y — e\;- 
cept t h e y  w o u l d  be e n o u g h  a n d  to spa re .
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O n c e  the C a lifo rn ia  w a s s ig h te d ,  t w o ,  
t h r e e ,  te n — a h u n d r e d — i f  n e e d f u l ,  o f  
these m o n o p l a n e s  w o u l d  s h o o t s k y w a r d .  
T h e y  clim b e d a t h o u s a n d  feet in a m i n ­
ute an d a h a l f .  A t  a n y  h e ig h t the 
p ilo t  chose, o n e ,  a t  first,  w o u l d  p l u n g e  
d o w n — an aerial t o r p e d o  g u i d e d  b y  a 
diabolical b r a i n .  O n e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
th e y w o u l d  c o n tin u e  to p lu n g e  u n t il  at 
least o n e  “ m o s q u i t o ”  s h o u ld  reach the 
de ck w i t h  its te r r i b l e ,  s te e l-po in te d nose 
b u r y i n g  in the s h i p ’ s a r m o r —-to e x ­
p lo de  “ b y  percu ssion  c o n t a c t ”  the 
charge  o f — w h a t ?

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  d id  n o t k n o w  
•— n o r  a n y  o t h e r  C a u c a s ia n .

N o  w h it e  m a n  ha d e v e r  k n o w n — a n d  
c o n t in u e d  to l ive . I t  w a s  s o m e t h in g  
o f  this w h i c h  h a d  led T w e n t y - l i v e  t o  his  
i g n o m in i o u s  d e a th in V a n c o u v e r .  T h e  
P r e s id e n t h a d  h in te d  as m u c h  to  his 
S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e .

W h a t e v e r  t h a t  e x p lo s i v e  w a s — it 
spelled a n n i h i la t io n  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h ­
in the r a d iu s  o f  a h u n d r e d  y a r d s .  T h e  
steel f r a m e ,  a r m o r ,  g u n s ,  b o ile rs—  
e v e r y t h i n g  o r  a n y t h i n g — became so 
m u c h  tissue p a p e r  in the h a n d s  o f  an 
im pish b o y .

T h e  b o y s — f o r  the J a p a n e s e  pilots 
w h o  ro d e  these engines o f  d e s tr u c tio n  
w e re  v e r y  y o u n g — died w i t h  it. B u t  
o f  all peoples o n  the e a rth  it is p e r ­
ha ps the Ja p a n e s e  w h o  faces de a th the 
m o st c a lm ly .  T h e  lig h t i n g  m a n  f r o m  
old N i p p o n  t h i n k s  n o t h i n g  o f  his o w n  
life  w h e n  his c o u n t r y  d e m a n d s  the sac­
rifice.

F r e d  K i l g o r e  in the o u t e r  office,  clean­
i n g  tip the m ass o f  dispatches f o r  the 
a f t e r n o o n ,  cam e u p o n  on e  f r o m  the 
d i v is io n a l  c h ie f  at S e attle  j u s t  b e f o r e  
s ix  o ’ clock. T h e  d iffe r e n c e  o f  three 
h o u r s  o f  tim e  a c c o u n te d  f o r  its de lay 
in tr a n s m is s io n  f r o m  the d a y  b e f o r e .

A l t h o u g h  n o m i n a l l y  o n l y  the c o n fi­
d e n tia l  m a n  o f  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  
in all m a t te r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to  the “ t h ir d  
section”  o p e r a tiv e s  K i l g o r e  n e v e r  a d ­

vise d  w i t h  a n y  one else th a n  the S e c - 
r e t a r } 7 o f  S t a t e  h i m s e l f — n o t  e ve n  the 
u n d e r  secretaries.

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  h a d  g o n e  t o  a secret 
cabinet m e e t i n g ,  a n d  ha d n o t  r e t u r n e d .  
T h e  d is p a tc h  w a s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t .

K i l g o r e  acted o n  his o w n  in i t ia t iv e .  
T h e  d iv i s io n a l  c h ie f  w a s  to ld  to  r u n  
d o w n  th e  suspect,  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  a p ­
p r e h e n d ,  a n d  h o ld  h i m .  I f  he h a d  l e f t  
S e attle  a n d  n o t  a r r i v e d  at V a n c o u v e r  
-— as T h r e e ’s w i r e  to  b o t h  W a s h i n g t o n  
a n d  S e a t t l e  d e c l a r e d — he m u s t  be so m e ­
w h e r e  b e t w e e n  those t w o  cities.

T h r e e  h o u r s  later the S e c r e t a r y  a p ­
p r o v e d  th e  te le g r a m .

N e x t  m o r n i n g ,  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  
w a l k i n g  b lith e ly  d o w n  the streets o f  
B e l l i n g h a m ,  m e t E u s t a c e  M c I n t y r e ,  a 
y o u n g  E n g l i s h m a n  w i t h  a y a c h t  f o r  
sale.

“ < loo d m o r n i n g , "  smiled the y o u n g  
A m e r i c a n .

“ G o o d  m o r n i n g , ”  r e t u r n e d  M c I n t y r e  
w i t h  sufficient p u n c t il l io  to  m a i n t a i n  
the t r a d it i o n s  o f  his n a t i o n a l i t y ,  yet 
n o t  e n o u g h  t o  repel a p r o s p e c tiv e  p u r ­
ch aser o f  a y a c h t  he w a s  q u it e  a n x i o u s  
t o  sell.

H e  g r e w  slig h tly  m o r e  a ffa b le  w h e n  
V a l  e x h ib it e d  the a d v e r t is e m e n t  a n d  
stated the o b je c t  o f  his v isit .

“ Y e s ,  I  h a v e  a v e r y  n e a t little t u b , ”  
a v e r r e d  M c I n t y r e .  “ W o u l d  y o u  like 
t o  h a v e  a l o o k  at h e r ? ”

“ 1 sh o u ld  be p le a s e d ,”  r e t u r n e d  the 
A m e r i c a n .

T h e y  chatted a m ia b l y  o n  t h e i r  w a y  
t o  the w h a r f .  M c I n t y r e ,  alb eit  a trifle 
r e s tiv e ,  a p p e a r e d  f r a n k  e n o u g h .

H e  u s u a l ly  spent his s u m m e r s  c r u is ­
i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  b e t w e e n  B e l l i n g ­
h a m ,  w h e r e  he ha d r e a lt y  in v e s t m e n t s ,  
a n d  \ Ti c to r i a ,  w h e r e  he h a d  a s u m m e r  
co ttage , he  e x p l a i n e d .  T h i s  y e a r  he 
w a n t e d  t o  g o  b a c k  to  E n g l a n d ,  instead 
o f  s o j o u r n i n g  in  A m e r i c a .  F o r  th a t 
reason h e  de cided t o  sell his y a c h t .

“ W o u l d  y o u  care to  e n t e r t a in  a p r o p ­
o sitio n  t o  c h a r t e r  i t ? ”  a ske d  V a l .
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“ I  w o u l d  r a t h e r  sell ;”  r e t u r n e d  
M c I n t y r e ,  e y i n g  h i m  n a r r o w l y .

“ I  h a v e  a little m o n e y , ”  d i p l o m a t i ­
ca lly c o n t in u e d  B o r d e n .  “ O n  th e  
w h o l e ,  w h il e  I  shall p r o b a b l y  n o t  be 
at sea m o r e  t h a n  a f e w  w e e k s ,  I  sh o u ld  
p r e f e r  to  c h a r te r  a b o a t .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  
I  m i g h t  b u y  h e r  o u t r i g h t  i f  she p r o v e d  
t h o r o u g h l y  s e a w o r t h y  a n d  f a s t .”

“ H o w  f a r  are y o u  g o i n g ? ”  q u e r ie d  
the o t h e r .

T h e  qu e stio n  h i d  a la t e n t  a n x i e t y  
w h i c h  the E n g l i s h m a n  w a s h o p i n g  t o  
conceal. D i s q u i e t i n g  r u m o r s  of t r o u b le  
w i t h  J a p a n ,  the cocky' a t t i t u d e  of his 
f o r m e r  v a l e t  o f  t h a t  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  w h o  
h a d  d is a p p e a re d  w i t h o u t  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  
a n d  the w i l d  r u m o r s  fi ll in g  the ears 
o f  a n y  o n e  c a r in g  to l iste n , all  m a d e  
h i m  a n x i o u s  to  effe ct a deal w i t h o u t  
u n d u e  d e la y .

V a l ,  a l t h o u g h  i g n o r a n t  o f  M c I n t y r e ’ s 
p u r p o s e ,  lik e w is e  recalled the necessity 
f o r  r ig id  secrecy' r e g a r d i n g  his o w n  
a ffa ir s .  H e  c o n v e n i e n t l y  d r o p p e d  the 
first lie w h ic h  rose to his lips.

“ I  w a s  t h i n k i n g  o f  c r u is in g  t o  S a n  
D i e g o . ”  H e  i n g e n u o u s l y  sm ile d.

" T h a t ’ s r a th e r  a l o n g  t r i p , ”  c o u n ­
t e r e d  M c I n t y r e ,  w o n d e r i n g  i f  the p r o s ­
pe ctive  p u r c h a s e r  h a d  a n y  idea of w h a t  
m i g h t  b e fa ll  h i m  o n  such a cruise.

" M y  h e a l t h , ”  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  o t h e r ,  
" i m p r o v e d  so m u c h  d u r i n g  m y  last  v o y ­
age tha t I  w o u l d n ' t  m i n d  the t i m e .”

M c I n t y r e  w a s  sig n a lin g  a b o a t m a n  
f r o m  the w h a r f .

" T h e  S p a r r o w  is a h u n d r e d  a n d  
t w e n t y - f i v e  f o o t e r ,  ste a m  t u r b i n e s ,”  he 
i n t e r p o la t e d . " A l s o  I  h a v e  th is  little 
ga soline d i n g h y — h a n d y  t h i n g  t o  r u n  
ashore o r  to the a n c h o r a g e .”

" D e c i d e d l y , ”  acquiesced V a l ,  e y i n g  
the fo u r t e e n  f o o t  te n d e r  w i t h  a p p r o v a l .

I ts  g r a c e f u l  lines s h o w e d  speed. H e  
w as fig h tin g  t im e . S p e e d  w as his first 
essential. W i t h  such a t e n d e r ,  i f  the 
price o f  the y a c h t  w a s  n o t  p r o h i b i t i v e ,  
he co u ld  a n c h o r  s a fe ly  o f f  the v o lca n ic 
isla n d, r u n  a s h o re , p ic k p l e n t y  o f  the

t h i n g  lie w a s  r is k in g  so m u c h  to  o b ­
t a i n ,  sh o o t b a c k  to  his y a c h t ,  h e a d  so u th 
— a n d  fig h t F a t h e r  T i m e  b a c k  to  V a n ­
c o u v e r ,  as D o c t o r  F i t z m o r r i s  h a d  b i d ­
de n  h i m .

F o r  the first t im e  since d r o p p i n g  o u t  
o f  the P u l l m a n  w i n d o w ,  V a l  fe lt  a s u d ­
den access o f  g e n u in e  e n t h u s ia s m . T h e  
t w o  descended t o  the l a n d i n g  stage, 
e n te re d  the m o t o r  b o a t ,  a n d  c h u g g e d  
o u t  t o w a r d  th e  S p a rr o w .

“ Y o u  w i l l  see, M r . -------- ”  hesitated
M c I n t y r e .

" P h e l p s — W i l l i a m  P h e l p s , ”  su p p le ­
m e n t e d  B o r d e n ,  w i t h o u t  h e s ita tio n .

“ Y o u  w il l  see, M r .  P h e l p s , ”  r e s u m e d  
t h e  S p a r r o w 's  o w n e r ,  “ t h a t  this is b y  
n o  m e a n s  a n  o r d i n a r y  b o a t .  I  h a d  h e r 
b u i lt  u n d e r  m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  s u p e r ­
v i s i o n  a t  A l a m e d a ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  S h e  has 
n e v e r  been used e x c e p t  f o r  m y s e l f  a n d  
f a m i l y ,  w i t h  such gu ests as I  h a v e  i n ­
v i t e d .  S h e  is s ta n c h ,  s e a w o r t h y ,  a n d  
u n u s u a l l y  fa s t .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  seen a 
b o a t  o f  h e r  class t h a t  c o u ld  nose h e r  
o u t .  M y  f r i e n d s  all j o k e  m e  a b o u t  
o w n i n g  a sm all  l i n e r .”

" W h a t  is h e r  speed ?”
“ S h e  ca n d o  t w e n t y - f i v e  k n o t s  at a 

p i n c h .”
" T h a t ' s  u n u s u a l ,  is n ’ t i t ? ”
“ W h e n  I  s ta rt  to  go a n y w h e r e ,  I  l ike  

t o  g o  at w h a t e v e r  pace suits m y  m o o d , "  
c o m p l a c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  th e  o w n e r ,  as 
t h e y  d r e w  a lo n gside .

H e  led the w a y  b e lo w  f r o m  the d e c k . 
T h e  cabins w e r e  fi n ishe d in r o s e w o o d ; 
th e  m i r r o r s  w e r e  i m p o r t e d  F r e n c h  
p l a t e ; the d i n n e r  service w a s  solid sil­
v e r  ; the q u a r t e r s  f o r  the c r e w  w e r e  
a m p l e ;  the c o o k ’ s g a lle y  a m o d e l ;  the 
engines s t u r d y  a n d  d e p e n d a b le ,  a n d  
e v e n  the b u n k e r s  w e r e  b r i m m i n g  w i t h  
coal.

A f t e r  a t h o r o u g h  i n s p e c t io n ,  V a l  
m u t e l y  de cide d th a t h e re  w a s  the b i g ­
gest piece o f  l u c k  he h a d  e n c o u n te r e d ,  
aside f r o m  w h a t  he h a d  f o u n d  o n  the 
vo lc a n ic  island a n d  his m e e t in g  in N e w  
Y o r k  w i t h  his f o r m e r  p r e c e p t o r .  F o r  a
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m o m e n t  lie w a s  a lm o s t g r a t e f u l  f o r  
past w o r r i e s .

" W h a t  are y o u  a s k in g  f o r  h e r ? "  he 
(jueried.

" S h e  cost m e in the n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  
t w o  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  d o l la r s ."

"  P r o h i b i t i v e !”  replied Y a l  f i r m l y .  
" O f  c o u rs e , t h is ,  in a w a y ,  is a  fo r c e d  
sale. T h a t  is, y o u  h a v e  re aso n s, I  ta k e  
it ,  f o r  selling. W h a t  w i l l  y o u  t a k e  f o r  
h e r — j u s t  as she l a y s — say at V i c t o r i a ?  
A n d  can y o u  sign o n  th e  p r e s e n t c r e w ,  
in y o u r  o w n  n a m e ,  f o r  a cruise o f  
eig hteen h u n d r e d  m ile s a n d  r e t u r n . ”

" T h e i r  p a y  goes o n ,  w h e t h e r  I  h a v e  
h e r  tied u p  o r  o n  c r u is e ,”  r e t u r n e d  
M c I n t y r e .

E v i d e n t l y  th e  y o u n g  A m e r i c a n  
smelled a r a t .  T h e  S p a r r o w  also ate 
u p  m o n e y  p r e t t y  fa s t  w h e n  n o t  in  use. 
T h e  J a p s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  r u m o r s ,  w o u l d  
d e v a s ta te  t h a t  coast l o n g  b e f o r e  a v e s ­
sel o f  th a t class c o u ld  ge t o u t  o f  reach, 
unless all signs f a il e d .  M c I n t y r e ’ s 
fr i e n d s  at V i c t o r i a  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
pessimistic r e g a r d i n g  the p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
t r o u b le  b e tw e e n  th e  U n i t e d  S tate s a n d  
the Ja p a n e s e . Y a c h t s ,  o n  a n  u n p r o ­
tected seaboard d u r i n g  an i n v a s i o n ,  d e ­
preciate r a p i d l y ,  i f  t h e y  escape confisca­
t io n .

M c I n t y r e  stu died th e  im p a s s iv e  
y o u n g  m a n  w h o  lo u n g e d  n o n c h a l a n t l y  
a g a in s t the ra il .  H e  w a s  w o n d e r i n g  
h o w  m u c h  he w o u l d  stan d .

“ I  m i g h t  cut it in t w o , ”  he v e n t u r e d ,  
" f o r  ca s h .”

" T o o  m u c h , ”  r e t u r n e d  y o u n g  B o r d e n .
T h e  p e r t u r b e d  o w n e r  w a v e r e d .
“ I ’ ll tell y o u  w h a t  I ' l l  d o , ”  w e n t  o n  

the A m e r i c a n  ‘ T i l  c h a r te r  this bo a t 
f o r  n i n e t y  d a y s  a n d  de po sit  w i t h  y o u  
t w e n t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o lla rs cash g u a r ­
antee in V i c t o r i a .  B u t  ten t h o u s a n d  
o f  th a t a m o u n t  f o r  a thre e  m o n t h s ’ 
cruise is all  I  can a f f o r d .  O r  I ’ ll g iv e  
y o u  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  cash f o r  h e r  in V i c ­
t o r i a  a f t e r  y o u  h a v e  p r o c u r e d  y o u r  
clearance p a p e r s  f o r  S a n  D i e g o .  I  p r e ­
f e r  to  deal o n  this basis o n ly .  O t h e r ­

w is e, i ' l l  l o o k  a r o u n d  at V i c t o r i a  o r  
V a n c o u v e r  f o r  a n o t h e r  b o a t . ”

M c I n t y r e  stood o u t  f o r  a n o t h e r  ten 
t h o u s a n d .  B o r d e n  w a s  u n y i e l d i n g .  I t  
e n de d w i t h  the sale g o i n g  t h r o u g h  at 
th e  p ric e  n a m e d ,  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o lla rs.

“ W h e n  d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  s t a r t ? ”  a ske d 
th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  S p a rro w .

" N o w , ”  replied the n e w  o w n e r .  
" H e r e ’s a  t h o u s a n d  do lla rs t o  b i n d  the 
b a r g a i n .  I ' l l  p a y  the balance in V i c ­
t o r i a . ”

D e l a y i n g  o n ly  to send w o r d  to  his 
f a m i l y  t h a t  he h a d  been called a w a y ,  
M c I n t y r e  issued the n e ce ssa ry o r d e r s .  
I n  t w o  h o u r s  t h e y  w e r e  s te a m in g  o u t 
across the u p p e r  n e c k  o f  P u g e t  S o u n d .

B u t  fa t e ,  e v e r  m i n d f u l  o f  th e  u n itie s 
i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  w i t h  a n  eye single t o  the 
ends o f  d e s t i n y — re ga rd le ss, as a l w a y s ,  
o f  the p u r p o s e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s — p icke d  
u p  th e  lost t h r e a d  o f  the f u g i t i v e ’ s 
w h e r e a b o u t s  f o r  N u m b e r s  S e v e n ,  N i n e ,  
a n d  T h r e e  ere the S p a r r o w  w e ig h e d  
a n c h o r .

C a p t a i n  B e n j a m i n  H a l e ,  t h e  y a c h t ’s 
c o m m a n d e r ,  b l u f f ,  h e a r t y ,  w h o le - s o u l e d ,  
h i m s e l f  d r o p p e d  th e  scent a f r e s h  b y  
r e m a r k i n g  to  the c h i e f  o f  police o f  
B e l l i n g h a m  t h a t  he co u ld  n o t  w h i p  h i m  
at p in o c h le  th a t a f t e r n o o n ,  a n d  e x ­
p la in e d  w h y .

L i k e w i s e ,  he describe d Y a l j e a n  B o r ­
den so  a c c u r a t e ly  ^ t h a t  the flo o d  o f  
te le g ra m s e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  th e  office o f  
the d i v is io n a l  c h ie f  at S e a t t l e ,  c o v e r i n g  
e v e r y  t o w n  to  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r ,  
o f  w h ic h  B e l l i n g h a m ' s  c h ie f  w a s  d u l y  
a p p r is e d  w i t h i n  an h o u r  a f t e r  the 
S p a r r o w  h a d  l e f t ,  enable d the he a d  o f  
th e  police d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h a t  c i t y ,  al­
t h o u g h  a n g r y  at the loss o f  o n e  t h o u ­
s a n d do lla rs r e w a r d s ,  to  " t a k e  a chance 
f o r  a f e w  ce n ts,”  as he p h r a s e d  it .

H e  n o tifie d  the B e r g e n  D e t e c t i v e  
A g e n c y  at S e a ttle — w h ic h  n a m e  m a s k e d  
th e  d iv i s io n a l  c h i e f ’s official a ctivitie s 
— t h a t  his " b i r d "  w a s  in V i c t o r i a  o r  
w o u l d  be th e re  th a t e v e n in g .

T h e  d iv is io n a l  c h ie f  r ip p e d  o u t  a
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real m a n ’ s o a th  as he h a n d e d  tha t d is­
patch the same a f t e r n o o n  to S e v e n  a n d  
N i n e ,  w h ile  he also o r d e r e d  it relayed 
t o  T h r e e  a t  V a n c o u v e r  to a gain " c o v e r  
th e  b i r d ”  at V i c t o r i a  instead o f  V a n ­
c o u v e r .

A n o t h e r  message w as sent to W a s h ­
i n g t o n ,  i n f o r m i n g  K i l g o r e  o f  the latest 
trace o f  the f u g i t i v e .

“ W h a t ’ll w e  do n o w  ?" d e m a n d e d  
X i n e ,  w it h  a slight a s p e r it y .

" W a i t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,"  s n o r te d  the d i ­
v isio n a l c h i e f .  " H u t  W a s h i n g t o n ' l l  o r ­
d e r  us a f t e r  t h a t  g i n k  a g a in — i f  t h e y  
have to  f o l l o w  h i m  to T o k y o .  T h e y  
w a n t  him — n o t to  k n o w  w h e r e  he is.”

" W e  m i g h t  stic k his head in a sack 
at V i c t o r i a , ”  r a m b le d  o n  N u m b e r  X i n e ,  
w o n d e r i n g  at the e n ig m a tic  e x p r e s s io n  
w h ic h  j u s t  the n  flitted o v e r  the face o f  
N u m b e r  S e v e n .

" W h a t  c h a n c e ? ”  gibe d th e  c h ie f.  
" H e ’ s o u t  o f  B e l l i n g h a m  t w o  h o u r s  ago 
— o n  the S p a rro w .  I s  he h e a d i n g  f o r  
V i c t o r i a  o r  the o t h e r  side o f  th e  P a ­
cific? S h e ’ s coaled a n d  p r o v i s i o n e d .  
W h y  sh o u ld  he take a chance ?”

" U n d e r  the B r i t i s h  flag— w h y  n o t ?  
T h e y ’ re allies o f  J a p a n , ”  r e t o r t e d  N i n e .

S e v e n  reached o v e r  a n d  picke d u p  
the B e l l i n g h a m  te le g r a m  f r o m  the o p e r ­
a t o r ’ s f l e x e d  fingers.

" C h i e f ,  I ’m  g o i n g  a f t e r  this f e l l o w  
— a l o n e ! ”  he a n n o u n c e d .

T h e y  stare d .
" A n d  I ' m  g o i n g  to get h i m , ”  su p p le ­

m e n t e d  S e v e n  q u ie t l y .  " H e  g o t a w a y  
f r o m  m e  o n  m y  t r i c k  in the P u l l m a n  
b a c k  th e re  in W y o m i n g .  W i r e  W a s h ­
i n g to n  t h a t  I ’v e  g o n e .”

T h e  d o o r  s la m m e d .
N i n e  lo o k e d  o v e r  at the c h i e f .  “ I ’ ll 

be h a n g e d , ”  he m u t t e r e d .  “ A n d  m e  his 
p a r d n e r  f o r  five y e a r s !”

N i n e  w o u l d  h a v e  been m o r e  p u z z l e d  
h a d  he f o l l o w e d  S e v e n .  H e  k n e w  t h a t  
n o  s te a m e r  w a s  due to  leave Seattle 
t h a t  d a y .  T h e r e  w e r e  t r a i n s ,  b y  w a y  
o f  V a n c o u v e r ,  o f  course— b u t  N u m b e r  
T h r e e  w a s  to d r o p  d o w n  to V i c t o r i a

a n d  flush th e  " b i r d ’ ’ f r o m  t h a t  q u a r t e r ,  
i f  possible. L o g i c  a n d  d e d u c t i o n  w e r e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  w i t h  S e v e n ,  a m o n g  the o ld e r  
m e n  o f  the " t h i r d  s e ctio n .”  W h a t  
c o u ld  he be t h i n k i n g  o f  n o w ?

S e v e n  w a s  a l r e a d y  r u s h i n g  d o w n  to  
the t r o ll e y  le a d in g  to B r e m e r t o n .  H e  
b r id g e d  the g a p  b e tw e e n  the t e r m in a l  
at the n a v y  y a r d  an d the do c k s  w i t h  
s p a c e - d e v o u r i n g  strid es.

S t r a i g h t  past the g u a r d  at the w h a r f  
he r u s h e d .

T h e  s t e r n - fa c e d  m a r i n e ,  seeing o n ly  
a c i v ilia n ,  pre se n te d his b a y o n e t .

" O u t  o f  m y  w a y , "  h b s e d  S e v e n .  
“ I ' v e  g o t special dispa tche s f o r  C a p ­
t a in  H a w l e y . ”

" O r d e r s  1”  in c is ive ly  r e t u r n e d  the 
m a r i n e .  “ Y o u  c a n n o t pass unless b y  
p e r m is s io n  o f  the officer o f  the deck. 
T h e  C a lifo rn ia  is a b o u t  to  w e i g h  a n c h o r  
f o r  se a.”

“ S i g n a l  h i m  1"  c o m m a n d e d  S e v e n .
T h e  m a r i n e  o b e y e d .
T e n  m i n u t e s  la te r  C a p t a i n  H a w l e y  

receiv ed the m a n  w i t h  th e  alleged m e s ­
sage. H i s  f a c e ,  lin e d w i t h  s o r r o w ,  held 
a  t r a n s i t o r y  ple asu re  as S e v e n  g r i p p e d  
his h a n d .

“ W h a t  a b o u t this m essage f r o m  
W a s h i n g t o n ? ”  d e m a n d e d  C a p t a i n  H a w ­
ley o f  N u m b e r  S e v e n — in p r i v a t e  life  
his o ld e r  b r o t h e r ,  B e r t r a m .  “ I  re ce ive d 
on e  o f  a p r i v a t e  n a t u r e  n o t  an h o u r  
a go . D o e s  this c o n t r a d ic t  i t ,  I  w o n ­
d e r ? ”

“ T h a t  w a s  m y  b l u f f , ”  e x p la i n e d  
S e v e n .  “ I  ha d to  t a k e  a chance b e f o r e  
w a i t i n g  in s t r u c t io n s  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n .  
T h i s  m u s t  n e v e r  g o  f u r t h e r ,  A l e x a n ­
d e r .  I ’m  in  the ‘ t h i r d  se ctio n ’ o f  the 
d i p l o m a t i c  a g e n ts. E v e n  the S e c r e t a r y  
o f  S t a t e  does n o t  k n o w  m y  n a m e . O n l y  
th e  P r e s i d e n t .  H e r e -------- ”

H e  t h r u s t  his t e le g r a p h ic  in s t r u c t io n s  
o f  the d a y  b e f o r e  i n t o  his b r o t h e r 's  
h a n d .

“ I  h e a rd  y o u  w e r e  o r d e r e d  o u t  i n t o  
the P a c ific .  M y  m a n ,  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,
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slipped t h r o u g h  the net this m o r n ­
in g -------- ”

M e  sto p p e d .
T h e  c o m m a n d i n g  officer o f  th e  C al­

ifo r n ia  reeled b a c k  a g a in st th e  side o f  
his ca bin .

" Y o u ,  t o o .7”  ga spe d C a p t a i n  H a w l e y ,  
d e a t h ly  pa le. '

" S u r e ,  w h y  n o t ? "  r e plie d his o t h e r  
b r o t h e r .  ‘ ‘ O f  c o u r s e ,  A l e c ,  o n l y  the 
e x ige n cie s o f  the s itu a tio n  e x c u se  m e  
f o r  i n f o r m i n g  y o u  o f  this. I  a m  s w o r n  
n o t  to reveal m y  i d e n t i t y — e x c e p t w h e n  
it  w ill  f u r t h e r  the n a ti o n 's  interest a n d  
th e r e  is n o  o t h e r  a lt e r n a t i v e .

" L i s t e n , ”  he  w e n t  o n .  " A l e c ,  t h is  
B o r d e n  is a su spect. I  t h i n k  lie ’ s a 
J a p a n e s e  s p y . F o r  all  I  k n o w  he m a y  
be o n  his w a y  to  J a p a n  n o w .  I ’v e  g o t  
t o  get h i m — d o  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ? ”

" Y e s , ”  a n s w e r e d  his b r o t h e r .  “ I  u n ­
d e r s t a n d  o n l y  t o o  w e ll ,  B e r t r a m .  S e e !”

l i e  u n lo c k e d  a d r a w e r  t o  his escri­
to ir e  an d b r o u g h t  o u t  a n o t h e r  b it  o f  
y e l l o w  p a p e r .  S e v e n — o t h e r w i s e  B e r ­
t r a m  H a w l e y — r e a d  it w i t h  a d a z e d  
face.

" A  c o p y  o f  the t e le g r a m  th e  P r e s i ­
d e n t  sent to the f a m i l y — te llin g t h e m  
th a t b r o t h e r  A l b e r t  h a d  been m u r d e r e d  
in V a n c o u v e r  b y  a J a p , "  c o n t in u e d  the 
C aliforn ia 's  c o m m a n d e r .

B e r t r a m ’ s face w e n t  w h i t e .  H e  
p l u c k e d  a n o t h e r  code message f r o m  his 
p o c k e t.

" C o n f i r m i n g  m y  first w o r d s ,  o ffic ia lly ,  
b y  f u r t h e r  p r o o f .  C a p t a i n  H a w l e y , ”  he 
f o r m a l l y  b e g a n ,  " I  m a y  say to y o u  t h a t  
this suspect I  a m  p u r s u i n g  is n a m e d  
Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n — a n d  he w a s  the last 
C a u c a s ia n  seen in V i c t o r i a  w i t h  the d e ­
ceased,  A l b e r t  H a w l e y .

C a p t a i n  H a w l e y  b o w e d .
“ U n d e r  the c irc u m s t a n c e s ,”  he p r e ­

cisely re p lie d , " l e a v e  is g r a n t e d  to  y o u  
to a c c o m p a n y  the C a lifo rn ia  o u t b o u n d ,  
in p u r s u it  o f  this B o r d e n .  D i d  I  u n ­
d e rs ta n d  th a t he h a d  c h a r te r e d  a 
y a c h t  ?’ '

“ T h e  S p a rr o w ,  o w n e d  b v  a m a n

n a m e d  M c I n t y r e ,  o f  B e l l i n g h a m ,  W a s h ­
i n g t o n ,  C a p t a i n  H a w l e y . ”

T h e  c o m m a n d e r  b o w e d  a g a in .
" Y o u  w il l  please m a k e  m y  q u a r t e r s  

y o u r  o w n  u n t il  I  h a v e  t im e  t o  assign 
y o u  e ls e w h e r e ,”  said h e . “ I  a m  ne e de d 
n o w  o n  th e  b r i d g e .”

E i g h t  h o u r s  la t e r  t h e  C a lifo rn ia ,  p o k ­
i n g  h e r  nose i n t o  t h e  t h i c k  b l a n k e t  o f  
f o g  a r o u n d  V i c t o r i a ,  s l o w e d  h e r  e ngines 
f o r  th e  first t i m e .

C H A P T E R  X .
TIIE STERN CHASE.

W i t h  a  t h a n k f u l  h e a r t ,  V a l j e a n  B o r ­
d e n  s a w  the straits o f  J u a n  de F u c a  
r a c in g  u n d e r  the f o r e f o o t  o f  th e  S p a r ­
r o w .  T h e  g a ll a n t  little c r a f t  s lith e re d  
t h r o u g h  the w a t e r  at a speed w h i c h  h e r  
l o g  s h o w e d  a v e r a g e d  t w e n t y  k n o t s .

T e n  m iles o u t  in the o p e n  sea, C a p ­
t a i n  B e n j a m i n  H a l e  be ga n  to  la y  his 
co u rse  f o r  S a n  D i e g o .  T h e  n e w  o w n e r  
w as p a c i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  on^the d e c k , 
a p p a r e n t l y  q u ite  p re o c c u p ie d . T h e  
S p a r r o w ’s  c o m m a n d e r  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it 
n ecessary t o  d i s t u r b  h i m ,  as the c le ar­
ance p a p e r s  a t  the p o r t  o f  V i c t o r i a  
re ad " S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a . ”

T h e  y o u n g  o w n e r  w as n o t  j u s t  t h e n  
t h i n k i n g  o f  his b e a u t i f u l  c r a f t ;  n e it h e r  
w a s  he c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  h i m s e l f  u p o n  the 
b a r g a in  w h i c h  he h a d  se cu re d. O t h e r  
a n d  m o r e  p r a c tic a l  ideas su r g e d  t h r o u g h  
his m i n d — t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n e w  b e w i l ­
d e r m e n t .

S o  C a p t a i n  D a l e ,  w i t h  the reserve 
w h ic h  a m a n  in  his p o s it io n  n a t u r a l l y  
feels f o r  a n e w  o w n e r  w i t h  a p l e t h o r a  
o f  m o n e y ,  g a v e  His o r d e r s  w h il e  the 
p r o m e n a d i n g  m a n  c o n t in u e d  t o  w e i g h  
the e x t r a o r d i n a r y  occu rre nce s at V i c ­
t o r i a  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .

T h e r e  w a s  a m p l e  f o o d  f o r  t h o u g h t  
in the e ve n ts s u r r o u n d i n g  his le a v in g . 
A g a i n  the m y s t e r io u s  influ ences w h ic h  
h a d  t r a c k e d  h i m  across the c o n t in e n t  
a n d  b a c k  a g a in  i n t o  W y o m i n g  h a d  all 
b u t  che cke d his p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  the
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little island w h e r e  fa b u lo u s  riches 
w a ite d  his c o m i n g .

O n  a r r i v a l  at the B r i t i s h  c i ty ,  Y a l  
h a d  g o n e  u p  to  a co m m e r c ia l  house 
a n d  m a d e  se veral final p u rch a se s. T e n  
t w o - g a l l o n  j u g s ,  c a r e f u l l y  cra te d a n d  
sheathed t h r o u g h o u t  w i t h  p r o t e c t in g  
m e t a l ,  w e r e  a m o n g  the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
o f  his o r d e r s .

A f t e r  he h a d  p a id  f o r  t h e m  a n d  re ­
ceived the assurance t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  
be i m m e d i a t e l y  d e liv e re d  t o  the S p a r ­
ro w ,  y o u n g  B o r d e n  h u r r i e d  t o  the b a n k ,  
w h e r e  he also p a id  o v e r  to E u s t a c e  
M c I n t y r e  the balance o f  th e  pu rch a se  
m o n e y  a gre ed u p o n ,  receiv ed his at­
tested bill o f  sale, the clearance p a p e rs 
f o r  the v o y a g e  s o u t h ,  a n d  started o n  
his r e t u r n  t o  th e  w h a r f .

T h i n g s  h a d  been c o m i n g  so s m o o t h ly  
that he qu ite  o v e r l o o k e d  his h a b itu a l  
c a u tio n  in the first b lo c k  o r  t w o .

T h e n ,  f r o m  a n  a lle y ,  s p r a n g  a J a p ­
anese, w i t h  an u p ra ise d  k n i f e .  A n  inch 
o r t w o  to  the le ft  a n d  the v iciou s blade 
w o u l d  h a v e  t o r n  its w a y  t o  B o r d e n ’s 
h e a rt .

A s  th e  assailant fled b a c k  t h r o u g h  
an a lle y ,  B o r d e n  r e c o g n iz e d  the same 
m a n  w h o  h a d  been the n o m i n a l  s te w ­
a r d  o f  the w h a l e r  w h i c h  ha d p ic ke d  
u p  the S en a to r ’s  g i g  m o n t h s  b e fo r e .

W i t h o u t  d e la y the f o r m e r  m e dica l 
stu d e n t e n te re d  a h a r d w a r e  sto re. H i s  
pu rch a se  o f  an a u t o m a t ic  pistol an d 
su itable a m m u n i t i o n  w a s his first a c t ;  
a h a l f  d o z e n  v a c u u m  bo ttle s came n e x t ,  
a n d ,  th u s  e q u ip p e d ,  Y a l  started t o w a r d  
the w h a r f  w h e r e  his y a c h t  w a s l y i n g  
o ffs h o r e .

T h e  recent a t t e m p t  u p o n  his l ife  e x ­
a sperated h i m .  T h e  persistence o f  the 
agents o f  th e  J a p a n e s e ,  w h o  h a d  caused 
h i m  so m u c h  t r o u b le ,  w-as an e v ide n ce  
th a t t h e y  w o u l d  stop a t  n o t h i n g — -pro­
v i d e d  t h e y  fe lt  safe — t o  p r e v e n t  his 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  his p la n s . F u t u r e  i n t e r ­
fe rence o f  a n y  k i n d ,  the y o u t h  d e cide d, 
w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  be m e t  w i t h  m e r e  pa s­

sive resistance o r  a tte m p ts  to elu de 
e ith e r  J a p s  o r  t h e ir  agents.

l i e  p a u se d to g r i p  the lo a d e d  pistol 
in his coat p o c k e t ,  s h i f t i n g  his p a c k a g e  
t o  his l e f t  h a n d ,  as lie began the w a l k  
d o w n  the d i m l y  l ig h t e d  w h a r f  at the 
f a r  end o f  w h ic h  the d i n g h y  w a s  l y i n g ,  
wra it i n g  his r e t u r n .

A  m a n  b u lk e d  o u t  o f  the s h a d o w s ,  
b l o c k i n g  his p a t h .

I n s t a n t l y  Y a l ' s  r e a d y  pistol fl ashe d 
f r o m  his p o c k e t ,  c o v e r i n g  the fig u re .

I n  som e ind efin able w a y  the h a r ­
assed y o u n g  m a n  r e a l i z e d  th a t here 
w a s  a n o t h e r  o f  the de te ctive s w h o  he 
h a d  l o n g  ago c o n c lu d e d  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  
b y  the O r i e n t a l s  to  d o g  his f o o t s t e p s ,  
b r e a k  i n t o  his r o o m s ,  p r y  o p e n  his 
b a g g a g e ,  a n d  c o m m i t  o t h e r  m o r e  o r  less 
o v e r t  acts o f  an u n l a w f u l  c h a r a c t e r —  
n o t  to m e n t i o n  an assassination w h e n  
all else fa iled to  t u r n  h i m  aside f r o m  
his q u e st b a c k  t o  the vo lc a n ic  isla n d.

“ Y o u r  n a m e  is B o r d e n ? * 5 be ga n  th e  
b i g  m a n ,  b l o c k i n g  the w a y  a n d  k n o w n  
o n  th e  r e g is t r y  o f  the S t a t e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  at W a s h i n g t o n  as " N u m b e r  
T h r e e . ”

" P u t  u p  y o u r  h a n d s ! ”  d e fia n tly  re ­
t u r n e d  B o r d e n .

T h e  o t h e r  d id  n o t  o b e y .  I n s t e a d ,  his 
o w n  h a n d  flip pe d b a c k w a r d  t o w a r d  his 
h i p  p o c k e t .

I n s t a n t l y  Y a l  fired .
T h e  bullet s t r u c k  the fingers g r i p ­

p i n g  the w e a p o n .
T h e  pistol in the h a n d  o f  N u m b e r  

T h r e e  fell  to  the w h a r f .
“ I f  y o u  t r y  a n y  more- m o n k e y  b u s i­

ness w it h  m e ,  m y  f r i e n d , ”  c o n t in u e d  
B o r d e n ,  “ I ’ ll kill  y o u .  S t a n d  a s i d e !"

" S e e  h e r e , ”  f u r i o u s l y  s h o u te d th e  
m a n ,  “ d o  y o u  k n o w --------"

" I  k n o w  all a b o u t  y o u , ”  v e h e m e n t l y  
r e plie d B o r d e n .  “ Y o u  are on e  o f  th e  
m e n  w h o  h a v e  been t r a i li n g  m e  across 
th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s ,  S t a n d  aside o r  I ’ ll 
sho o t y o u  d o w n  lik e  a d o g ! ”

T h e  m a n  o be ye d .

43
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T e n  m i n u t e s  a f t e r w a r d ,  the S p a r r o w  
p u t  to sea u n d e r  f u l l  steam.

T w o  h o u r s  la t e r  the C a lifo rn ia ,  u n d e r  
f o r c e d  d r a f t ,  w a s  l y i n g  o f f  s h o r e . N u m ­
b e r  S e v e n  cam e a sh o re  a n d  c o n f e r r e d  
w i t h  N u m b e r  T h r e e ,  n o t i n g  his b a n d ­
age d h a n d  w i t h  a g r i m m e r  smile t h a n  
he ha d h i t h e r t o  w o r n .

“ W e  w e r e  r i g h t — all th e  w a y  f r o m  
t h e  first t ip  I  sent the c h ie f  at S e a t t l e ,”  
c o m m e n t e d  T h r e e ,  at th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  
his s t o r y .

“ T h i s  k i d  is a Jesse J a m e s  w h e n  lie’s 
c o r n e r e d . I  h a d  h i m  r ig h t — h e ’ s a J a p  
s p y ,  p o s in g  as a m edical s t u d e n t .  E l s e  
h o w  docs it com e th a t he has a b a n k  
roll th a t w o u l d  c ho ke  a bu ll  c a lf  ? H e  
p a id  d o w n  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o lla r s  f o r  
the S p a rr o w  t o - d a y .

“ W h y ,  e v e r y  m o v e  lie's m a d e  f r o m  
the b e g i n n in g  ha s been c r o o k e d .  H e  
h a n d s  the c h ie f  a g e t - a w a y  in the m o s t  
fa sh io n a b le  r e s t a u r a n t  in N e w  Y o r k ;  
he slips a w a y  f r o m  y o u  bo ys o v e r  in 
W y o m i n g  an d doubles i n t o  S e a t t l e ;  
th e r e  lie hires a special to V a n c o u v e r  
— a n d  leaves it at B e l l i n g h a m . T h e n  
he shoots m y  g u n  o u t  o f  m y  h a n d  w h e n  
1 w as g o i n g  to  s l r o n g a r m  h i m  u n til  
1 get in— a n d  beats it o n  a y a c h t  lie’ s 
b o u g h t  f o r  cash. W h a t  ho n e st m a n  
w o u l d  pu ll  all t h a t  s t u f f ? "

S e v e n  d i d  n o t r e p l y .  H e  h a n d e d  o v e r  
th e  sa me te le g ra m s t o  N u m b e r  T h r e e  
w h i c h  he h a d  s h o w n  C a p t a i n  H a w l e y  
o f  the C aliforn ia  in S e a . l i e .

T h r e e  v e n t e d  his disgu st in a w r y  
sm ile.

“ I f  he h a d n ’ t beat m e  to the d r a w ,  
I ' d  ’a ’ held h i m — de a d o r a l i v e ! "  he 
e x c l a i m e d . “ P o o r  T w e n t y - l i v e .  H e  
w a s  a r i g h t  decent k i d — a lw a y s  e n t h u s i ­
astic, a l w a y s  h a d  a g o o d  w o r d  f o r  his 
p a l s !”

“ W h e r e  d id  the S p a r r o w  clear f o r ? ”  
a s k e d  S e v e n ,  w i t h  an o m i n o u s  c a lm ­
ness.

I ! is h a r d  eyes w e re  g l o w i n g  w i t h  the 
red rage w h ic h  filled h i m .

“ P o r t  officer says S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i ­
f o r n i a . ”

“ W h i c h  is a n o t h e r  o f  his lie s,”  said 
S e v e n ,  as he  t u r n e d  w e a r i l y  b a c k  to  the 
la u n c h  o f  th e  C a lifo rn ia ,  m i n d f u l  o f  
the cr u is e r 's  w a r n i n g  siren.

O n  b o a r d  th e  vessel he s o u g h t  o u t  
th e  c o m m a n d e r  a n d  re la te d w h a t  he h a d  
d is c o v e r e d .

“ M y  o r d e r s  f r o m  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  
th e  N a v y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t a k e  precedence 
o v e r  o u r  o w n  id e a s ,”  e x p l a i n e d  C a p ­
t a in  H a w l e y .

S e v e n  n o d d e d . “ S u i t s  m e .  T h i s  
B o r d e n  p e r s o n  isn 't  g o i n g  to S a n  D i e g o .  
T h a t ’s a n o t h e r  o f  his stalls. H e  p la y s  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a y .  T h e  last t im e  w e  
j u m p e d  his t r a c k  he h i r e d  a special to  
V a n c o u v e r  f r o m  .Seattle— a n d  l e f t  it 
at B e l l i n g h a m  to b u y  th is  S p a rr o w .  I f  
y o u ' r e  g o i n g  o u t  t o w a r d  the A l e u t i a n  
g r o u p ,  he'll  be s o m e w h e r e  j u s t  a h e ad  
o f  us.  W h e r e  else w o u l d  he h e a d  f o r  
e x c e p t  the J a p  fleet? T a k e  y o u r  t im e ,  
A l e c .  H e  c a n ’ t g e t  a w a y  n o w ,  unless 
he  m eets t h e m  a h e a d  o f  us. A n d  i f  y o u  
get w i t h i n  five m iles o r  so o f  his b o a t ,  
t h e r e ’ s m o r e  t h a n  o n e  w a y  o f  closin g 
th e  g a p  w i t h o u t  w a s t i n g  c o a l,  i f  he d o n ’ t 
l a y  to  on signal. T h i s  m a n ’ s w a n t e d  
b a d  b y  the S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  W o u l d  
y o u  m i n d  r e p o r t i n g  b y  w ire le ss to 
B r e m e r t o n  t h a t  I ’m  w i t h  y o u ?  A s k  
t h e m  to  n o t i f y  the N a v y  D e p a r t m e n t  
— m y  big boss at W a s h i n g t o n  w il l  then 
k n o w  I ’ m  still a f t e r  the m a n  h e ’ s o r ­
dered m e  to  b r i n g  i n . ”

D e s t i n y ,  g r o w n  k i n d l y  f o r  a m o ­
m e n t ,  a ll o w e d  the C a lifo rn ia ’s  search­
l ig h t  to pencil the h o r i z o n  b e h in d  the 
S p a r r o w  w i t h  a m i l e - l o n g  flash ju s t  as 
C a p t a i n  1 tale t u r n e d  to the s o u t h .

V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  t h u s  a p p r i s e d  o f  the 
c ha n ge  o f  the y a c h t ’ s c o u r s e ,  r a n  to 
th e  b r i d g e .

“ I  in t e n d e d  to  tell y o u ,  C a p t a i n  
H a l e , ”  said he, " t h a t  I ’ve  ch a n g e d  m y  
m i n d  a b o u t  g o i n g  to S a n  D i e g o .  I ’m  
g o i n g  to r u n  o u t  t o w a r d  the tip  o f  the
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A l e u t i a n  g r o u p  firs t.  H e r e ’ s the final 
d e s t i n a t i o n .”

H e  te n de re d a p a p e r  b e a r i n g  the la t ­
itu d e a n d  l o n g it u d e  o f  his islan d go a l. 
C a p t a i n  l l a l e  studied it w i t h  a t r o u b le d  
face.

" T h i s  is n ’ t a lto g e th e r  r e g u la r ,  s i r , ”  
said he r e s p e c t fu lly .

" W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ,  c a p t a i n ? ”  
" W e ’ re liable to get i n t o  t r o u b le  w i t h  

a n y  p o r t  officer w h e n  w e  m a k e  h a r b o r  
a g a in ,  because w e  cleared f o r  S a n  
D i e g o . ”

“ T h a t ,  C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  is a re sp o n si­
bility  t h a t  1 shall assume f r o m  n o w  
o n , ”  smiled B o r d e n .  “ T h i s  is n o t a 
co m m e r c ia l  vessel. I f  I  w is h  to  g o  to 
N o m e  instead o f  S a n  D i e g o ,  t h a t  is 
m y  ple asu re . Please see to  it t h a t  m y  
o r d e r s  are obe ye d f o r t h w i t h . ”

“ V e r y  w e ll ,  s i r , ”  said C a p t a i n  H a l e .  
“ B u t  the re  is a n o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  s i r ,  o f  
w h ic h  I  s h o u ld  like to s p e a k .”

“ Y o u  m a y  p r o c e e d .”
“ I t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  in V i c t o r i a  this 

a f t e r n o o n  t h a t  the Ja p a n e s e  are c o n ­
t e m p l a t i n g  a descent u p o n  this coast,  
sir. T h e r e  are r u m o r s  t h a t  t h e y  l e f t  
J a p a n  so me d a ys  a go . W h a t  i f  w e  e n ­
c o u n te r  t h e m ? ”

B o r d e n  g r i n n e d .
“ I  e n c o u n te r e d  a su bje ct o f  the 

M i k a d o  this a f t e r n o o n  in V i c t o r i a — a n d  
h a d  the u n p le a sa n t d u t y  o f  s h o o t in g  
u p  on e  o f  t h e ir  C a u c a s i a n  h a n d y  m e n , ”  
said he. “ B u t ,  C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  I  m a y  
say to y o u  I  w o u l d  n o t  f o r e g o  m y  
pre se n t i n t e n t io n ,  e ven t h o u g h  I  d id  n o t  
k n o w  o f  the r u m o r  u n til  n o w .  I h a v e  
reason to  believe tha t s o m e t h in g  is a f o o t  
w i t h  J a p a n — h a v e  h a d  m y  su spicions 
f o r  several m o n t h s  p a st,  in fa c t .  N e v ­
ertheless, I  m u s t  g o  o n . O f  c o u rse , I  
shall a llo w  y o u  an d the c r e w  a r e m u ­
n e r a t io n  p r o p o r t i o n e d  to  the increased 
h a z a r d .  W h e n  y o u  ha ve  laid the course 
w'e w ill  settle tha t m a t t e r  in m y  c a b i n .”  

“ V e r y  w e ll ,  s i r , ”  sa lu ted C a p t a i n  
H a l e  as the n e w  o w n e r  l e f t  the b r i d g e . 

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  say t o  t r ip le  p a y ? ”

asked B o r d e n  w h e n  th e  discussio n w a s  
a g a in  r e s u m e d .

" T  t h i n k  it is v e r y  h a n d s o m e  o f  y o u ,  
s i r , ”  q u ie t l y  c o m m e n t e d  C a p t a i n  H a l e .

" T h a n k  y o u .  A n d ,  in a d d i t io n  to  
t h a t ,  i f  I  reach the d e s t in a t io n  I  h a v e  
ind icated w i t h i n  five d a y s  f r o m  the 
t i m e  o f  l e a v i n g  V i c t o r i a ,  y o u  w il l  also 
be p a i d  a b o n u s  o f  on e  t h o u s a n d  d o l ­
lars m o r e  u p o n  o u r  a r r i v a l  in  th a t 
p o r t . ”

C a p t a i n  P l a l e ’ s re p ly w a s  n o t  e x ­
pressed in w o r d s .

B u t  the S p a r r o iv ’s  speed w a s  i n ­
creased to the m a x i m u m .  T h e  C ali­
fo r n ia ,  h u ll  d o w n  o n  the h o r i z o n  b e ­
h i n d  t h e m ,  d id  n o t sight h e r th a t n i g h t  
n o r  f o r  f o u r  d a y s  m o r e .

B u t  h e r  c o m m a n d e r  pe e re d o u t  at 
the N o r t h  P a c i f i c ,  s e a rc h in g  the s ky 
line w i t h  f e v e r i s h ,  a v i d  eyes.

H i s  b r o t h e r ’ s a v o w a l  t h a t  the S p a r ­
r o w  w a s  h e a d i n g  t o w a r d  the p o i n t  
w h e r e  the J a p a n e s e  fleet w a s  e x p e c te d  
g a v e  h i m  a d u a l  reason f o r  v ig ila n c e .

S o m e t im e s  he w o u l d  da sh f r o m  those 
relentless eyes a salty s p r a y  th a t w as 
n o t  f r o m  the sea.

A n d  once o r  t w ic e ,  w h e n  q u ite  a lo n e , 
a b r o k e n  w o r d ,  a su d d e n  h e a v i n g  o f  
his chest a c c o m p a n ie d  the m o t i o n .  A t  
such t im e s ,  had it n o t  been f o r  the 
s h r ie k  o f  the w i n d  across the t r i m  decks 
o f  the c r u is e r ,  o n e  m i g h t  h a v e  discerned 
a w o r d  o r  t w o  th a t so u n d e d  l i k e :

“ P o o r  b r o t h e r — I  w o n d e r  i f  y o u  
k n o w  t h a t  I ’m  r ig h t  b e h in d  h i m  n o w  
— t h a t  is, i f  B e r t  is r i g h t ? ”

F o r  th r e e  d a ys  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  
w a t c h e d  the g a lla n t  little y a c h t  cleave 
th e  b r i n e . E v e r y  league b r o u g h t  h i m  
n e a r e r  his g o a l.  E a c h  n i g h t  he p a id  a 
m y s t e r i o u s  visit  t o  the little m o t o r  
d i n g h y .  O n e  b y  on e  he installed in it 
so me o f  th e  pu rcha se s he h a d  m a d e  at 
V i c t o r i a .

T h e  e v e n i n g  o f  the t h i r d  d a y  f o u n d  
h i m  d i s t r a u g h t  a n d  restless. S o m e t h i n g  
w a s  w r o n g .  H e  k n e w  it as su re ly as 
he h a d  d i v i n e d  t h a t  he w as w a t c h e d
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in  the P u l l m a n  b e r t h  w h i c h  he h a d  i m ­
p u l s i v e l y  a b a n d o n e d .

H e  assu re d h i m s e lf  t h a t  the idea w a s  
a b s u r d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it pe rsiste d . S o ,  
w i t h o u t  a w o r d  t o  officers o r  m e n ,  he 
m a d e  a p e r s o n a l  in sp e ctio n  o f  th e  c r a f t ,  
o v e r l o o k i n g  n o t h i n g .

T h e r e  w e r e  n o  s t o w a w a y s  o n  b o a r d .  
A g a i n  he a ssured h i m s e lf  t h a t  n o n e  o f  
the c r e w  h a d  e v e n  seen h i m  b e f o r e  he 
ha d p a id  E u s t a c e  M c I n t y r e  the p rice  
a greed o n  f o r  the S p a rro w . t

S t i l l ,  the im p r e s s io n  o f  in c ipie n t 
t r o u b le  w o u l d  n o t  be assuaged.

I t  w as m i d n i g h t  w h e n  the n e w  o w n e r  
f u r t i v e l y  c a r rie d  f o o d  a n d  s i x  w e ll -  
filled v a c u u m  bo ttle s to the little d i n g h y .  
I t  a l r e a d y  ca rrie d a c o m p a s s , a m a s t 
w a s  lashed a lo n g s id e , a n d  th e re  w e r e  
g e a r  a n d  a sail in a n o t h e r  lo c k e r .

A l o n g s i d e  these Y a l  s t o w e d  a c h r o n o ­
m e t e r  a n d  a spare co m pass w h ic h  h a d  
been in th e  o w n e r ’ s ca bin . D i s d a i n i n g  

•sleep, he w a l k e d  th e  d e c k ,  s c r u t i n i z i n g  
the sullen w a v e s  in the S p a r r o w 's  w a k e .

T h e  s te a d y  p u r  o f  the t u rb in e s  c o n ­
tin u e d .  T h e  5  par ro w .  p o i n t i n g  like a 
setter d o g  f o r  an in d isce rn ib le  c o v e y  
o f  b ird s, w as s h i f t i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  
to the n o r t h ,  t o w a r d  its invisible  des­
t in a t io n .

A t  n o o n  the d a y  b e f o r e ,  C a p t a i n  H a l e  
h a d  assured h i m  tha t a n o t h e r  t w e n t y -  
f o u r  h o u r s  w o u l d  see t h e m  at the lati­
tu de  a n d  l o n g it u d e  g i v e n  h i m . T h e  
c o m m a n d e r 's  ca lcu latio n s a ll o w e d  f o r  
m o r e  m ile age  th a n  B o r d e n  h a d  r o u g h l y  
e stim a te d, a n d  t h e y  w e r e  sa ilin g o n  th e  
arc o f  a g r e a t  circle. S in c e  c h a n g in g  
th e ir  c o u rse , a c irc u m s ta n c e  f o r m a l l y  
entered in the ship's log , the m ile age  
f o r  each d a ) ’ w a s  set d o w n  in detail .

D a y b r e a k  w o u l d  b r i n g  C a p t a i n  H a l e  
t o  the b r i d g e . D e a d  r e c k o n in g ,  w i t h  
the help o f  the y a c h t ’ s pro gre ss d u r i n g  
the n i g h t ,  w o u l d  t h e n  f o l l o w .  T h e  
n u m b e r  o f  m iles t h e y  h a d  t r a v e r s e d  
since le a v i n g  V i c t o r i a  w o u l d  be fin ally  
c o m p u t e d ,  a n d  the S p a rr o w  w o u l d  th e n  
be e n ab le d  t o  p ic k  u p  the island as ac­

c u r a t e l y  as i f  it h a d  been f o l l o w i n g  an 
i n v is i b l e  t h r e a d  all the w a y .

T h e  S p a r r o w  sh o u ld  n o t  be m o r e  
t h a n  a h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y  miles f r o m  
th e  is la n d ,  a l l o w i n g  f o r  possible e r r o rs  
in  th e  S e n a to r ’s  c h r o n o m e t e r  a f t e r  the 
w r e c k ,  u n f a v o r a b l e  c u r r e n t s ,  o r  o t h e r  
p r o b a b l e  fa c t o r s  o f  v a r i a t i o n .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the m o r e  n e a r l y  t h e y  
a p p e a r e d  t o  p h y s ic a ll y  a p p r o a c h  the 
place u p o n  w h i c h  all his ho pes w e r e  
c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  the m o r e  t h a t  i n w a r d  
fe e l in g  g r e w  t h a t  the S p a rr o iv  w o u l d  
n e v e r  a n c h o r  th e re .

H e  w a s  w a l k i n g  t o w a r d  the c o m ­
p a n i o n w a y  le a d in g  to  his ca bin  w h e n  
th e r e  cam e a r o a r  f r o m  b e l o w ,  a n d  a 
j e t  o f  steam  b u r s t  f r o m  the ra ise d s k y ­
lights o f  th e  e n gine r o o m . T h e  n e x t  
in s t a n t  th e  y a c h t ’ s speed b e g a n  to 
a ba te .

S h o u t s  a n d  m u ffle d o r d e r s  came f r o m  
b e l o w . T h e  m u r m u r  o f  the w h i r l i n g  
tu r b in e s  d u lle d  a n d  d ie d . V a p o r  belched 
u p  in g r e a t  clouds.

P r e s e n t l y  the S p a r r o w  w a s  b r o a c h e d  
t o ,  to ssin g u p  a n d  d o w n  o n  the r e g u la r  
sw ell  o f  the N o r t h  P a c ific  like  a t ir e d  
gu ll  w h o s e  flig h t has s u d d e n l y  e x ­
h a u s te d  it.

I n  a m o m e n t  the c h ie f  e n gine e r came 
u p  f r o m  b e l o w .

" H i g h - p r e s s u r e  ste am  p i p e ’ s b u s t e d ! ”  
he a n n o u n c e d . “ I  h a d  to  sh u t h e r  d o w n  
because the b r e a k  h a p p e n e d  in the fe e d  
p ip e  to  th e  first t u r b i n e . ”

“ Is it serious ?" s t a m m e r e d  the o w n e r ,  
a p p a lle d b y  the su dde n n e ss w it h  w h ic h  
his i n w a r d  f o r e b o d i n g s  w e r e  b e in g  re­
a lize d .

T h e  e n gine e r la u g h e d .
" I t ' s  a j o k e .  L u c k y  it h a p p e n e d  

w h e r e  it d i d .  A l l  I ' v e  g o t t o  do is c u t 
o f f  the section o f  bu ste d  p ip e ,  t h r e a d  
a c o u p l in g  o n  each e n d ,  fit in a n e w  
piece— anti w e ’ re o f f  a g ain  as g a y  as' 
y o u  p le a se .”

“ B l o w  l o n g  w ill  it t a k e ? ”
“ P o s s i b l y  a couple o f  h o u r s — h a r d l y  

m o r e .  W e  h a v e  all the tools a n d  p l e n t y
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o f  p ip e . I ’ ll n o t i f y  the c a ptain  so lie 
can c o m p u t e  o u r  p o s i t i o n .”

T h e  h e a r t y  assurance o f  spe e dy re ­
pa irs a f f o r d e d  a t e m p o r a r y  r e lie f  to  
the o w n e r .  B u t  the obsession o f  b r o o d ­
ing t r o u b le  r e t u r n e d  a lm o st i m m e d i ­
ately.

T h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g  u n c a n n y  a b o u t  
the w a y  tha t pipe ha d chose n t h a t  p a r ­
tic u la r  tim e  a n d  place to h u r s t .  W h y  
should  it not h a v e  o c c u r r e d  the d a y  
b e f o r e ?  O r  f o u r  o r  live h o u r s  la te r?  
P ip e s  are n o t a n im a t e  th in g s — a n d  the 
s in g u la r  c h a r a c te r  o f  the episode t r a n s ­
p i r i n g  w h e n  the S p a r r o w  w a s  w i t h i n  
a f e w  miles o f  the island a u g u r e d  ill.

C a p t a i n  B e n j a m i n  H a l e  la u g h e d  at 
V a l ' s  q u a lm s .

“ I t  is v e r y  t r i v i a l ,  s i r , ”  said he. 
“ S u c h  th in g s are t o  be e x p e c t e d  at sea. 
W e  are m o s t f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  n o t h i n g  
else has re su lte d, f o r  B v e  been d r i v ­
in g  h e r  a lm o s t t o p - n o t c h  all the w;a y .  
B 'r o m  m y  last c o m p u t a t i o n ,  the isla nd 
is qu ite  close.”

T h e  o w n e r ’s e x u l t a t i o n  rose a g ain .
■‘ H o w  f a r ? "  he d e m a n d e d .
“ A c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  figures f o r  la t i ­

tu d e  an d l o n g it u d e ,  I  sho u ld say w i t h i n  
t h i r t y - f i v e  o r  f o r t y  m ile s ,  s i r .”

“ W h i c h  d i r e c t io n ? ”
“ A l m o s t  du e  n o r t h . ”
“ T h a n k  y o u . ”
B o r d e n  t u r n e d  a w a y .  T h e  a n n o u n c e ­

m e n t  alte re d his in t e n t io n  t o  seek a 
little sleep. I low  co u ld  he sleep 
w h e n — —

“ G o d  bless m e — it c a n ’ t be r e a l ,”  he 
m u t t e r e d ,  w a l k i n g  a f t  t o  v e n t  his e m o ­
tio n  w h e r e  he co u ld  n o t  be o v e r h e a r d .

H e  g a z e d  d o w n  at the d a n c i n g  w a v e s  
o f  the in t e r m in a b le  P a c ific .  T h e y  w e r e  
as h o p e f u l l y  blue as the eyes o f  his 
first s w e e th e a r t .  T h e  d a w n  w a s  risin g 
m a je s t i c a l ly  in the east— b e h in d  t h e m . 
A  c u r t a i n  o f  m is t  w a s  w r e a t h i n g  the 
h o r i z o n  to  the n o r t h .  B u t  the t h r e a t ­
ened f o g  d id  n o t  d a m p e n  his s u d d e n l y  
r e k i n d le d  hopes.

M i s t  is c o m m o n  in those la titu d e s.

T h e  J a p a n e s e  c u r r e n t ,  c o n s t a n t l y  c o m ­
b a t in g  the w a t e r s  o f  th e  P o l e  w h i r l ­
in g  d o w n  t h r o u g h  B e r i n g  S t r a i t — o n e  
w a r m ,  the o t h e r  c o ld— breeds f o g  as 
i n e v i t a b l y  as the clash o f  an o p t i m is t  
a n d  a pessimist breeds a r g u m e n t .

T h e  re p a ir s  p r o g r e s s e d  m o r e  r a p ­
i d ly  t h a n  the e n g in e e r h a d  ca lcu late d.

A t  last Y a l  l e f t  the m e n  p u t t i n g  th e  
final t w is t  to the new’ c o n n e c t io n . H e  
leaned o v e r  the stern rail and g a z e d  
at the tin te d  w a t e r .

S u d d e n l y  he h e a rd  the h u r r i e d  step 
o f  C a p t a i n  B e n j a m i n  H a l e  b e h in d  h i m . 
H e  t u r n e d  to  face the c o m m a n d e r .

T h e r e  w a g  s o m e t h in g  in the m a n 's  
eyes t h a t  sent a sh o c k t o  B o r d e n ’ s b r a in  
— s o m e t h in g  a w e d ,'  t r a g i c ;  s o m e t h i n g  
w h ic h  in a less seasoned v e t e r a n  o f  the 
sea w o u l d  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  its e lf  as a 
m o n u m e n t a l  fe a r .

“ W h a t  is i t ? ”  crie d V a l  s h a r p l y ,  w i t h ­
o u t  w a i t i n g  f o r  the o t h e r  to  spe ak. 
H i s  vo ice  w'as q u e r u l o u s ,  r a s p in g ,  h i g h -  
pitc h e d .

C a p t a i n  B e n j a m i n  H a l e  d i d  n o t  s p e a k.
H e  m e r e l y  e x t e n d e d  his h a n d  t o ­

w a r d  th e  w e s t e r n  h o r i z o n .  T h e  o u t ­
s tre tch ed fingers q u i v e r e d .

V a l  fe lt  his skin  p r i c k l i n g ;  little 
s h u d d e r s  rose t r e m u l o u s l y  a l o n g  his 
s p i n e ; chills cre p t o v e r  his b o d y ; he 
s tiffe n e d  as i f  th e  b lo o d  w i t h i n  his 
ve in s w a s  t u r n i n g  to  ice.

C a p t a i n  B e n j a m i n  H a l e ’ s a r m  sw’ ept 
s w i f t l y  in a circle. H e  p o i n t e d  t o  the 
east as he h a d  p o i n te d  to  the w e st.

A n d  a g a in  th e  S p a r r o w 's  o w n e r  f o l ­
io w'ed t h a t  c o m p e l li n g  ge stu re.

T h e n  he r e a lize d  w h y  he h a d  been a 
p r e y  to  such s in iste r f o r e b o d i n g s  d u r i n g  
th e  s w i f t ,  silent w a t c h e s  o f  the n ig h t .  
T h e  S p a r r o w  w'as v e r y  fa s t — b u t  fa te  
w’ as fa s t e r .

T h e  S p a r r o iF s  tu rb in e s  w o v e  i n t o  
t h e ir  steel circles the su p r e m e  c u n n in g  
o f  m a n  f o r  ocean p r o p u l s i o n .  B u t  
w h a t  is m a n  save a p y g m y —-clin ging to  
a fleck o f  s p i n n in g  s a n d — a n d  w h a t  a re  
his m o s t  s u p e r la t iv e  devices f o r  s h o r t ­
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e n in g  distance c o m p a r e d  t o  the strid es 
o f  d e s t in y  d e v o u r i n g  sidereal spaces? 
S p a c e s, the least o f  w h i c h ,  m a n ,  the 
b r a g g a r t ,  ha s n o  n u m e r a l  o f  sufficient 
m a g n i t u d e  w i t h  w h i c h  to  e x p r e s s  its 
smallest integer?

A f t e r w a r d  Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  recalled 
t w o  th o u g h t s  o f  th a t e pochal in s t a n t —  
t w o  o n l y  a m o n g  m y r i a d s .  H e  w a s  glad 
the m ist  f r o m  the n o r t h  w a s n o  f a r t h e r  
a w a y ,  a n d  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  h i g h - p r e s ­
sure steam pipes d i d  n o t  possess in te l­
ligence.

C H A P T E R  X I .
SEVEN SIGHTS HI'S QUARRY.

S u n s h i n e  s la n t in g  in y e l lo w i s h  g o l d  
f r o m  the e a s t ;  be n e a th  the m i g h t y  p r o w  
o f  the C a lifo rn ia  a q u i v e r i n g  e x p a n s e  
o f  b lu e -g re e n  w a t e r  s h o w e r i n g  ba ck the 
scintillations o f  the o r b  o f  d a y ;  f a r ,  
f a r  b e lo w  the c u r v a t u r e  o f  the e a rth  
to the n o r t h w e s t  a n im b u s  o f  s m o k e  
so huge in its e x p a n s e ,  so r a p i d l y  i n ­
creasin g th a t it a p p e a r e d  u n b e l i e v a b l e ;  
an d b e tw e e n  the c r u is e r ’ s p o s i t io n ,  m i d ­
w a y  t o w a r d  the dishe d h o r i z o n ,  m o v e ­
less at the m o m e n t  o f  d i s c o v e r y ,  w i t h  
lithe, w h i t e  lines lik e  the n u d e  lim bs 
o f  a M a r a t h o n  r u n n e r ,  the disable d 
S p ar row .

S e v e n ,  s q u a tt i n g  in the su b stitu te  f o r  
the " c r o w ' s  n e s t"  w h ic h  a d o r n e d  the 
f o r w a r d  m i l i t a r y  m a s t ,  d r e w  his b r e a t h  
s h a r p l y .  T h e  f a i n t ,  h is s in g  in s p ir a t io n  
w a s  the o n ly  o u t w a r d  i n d ic a t io n  o f  the 
psychic  t o r n a d o  w i t h i n .  S e v e n  h a d  
h u n t e d  m u c h ,  but n e v e r  b e f o r e  h a d  his 
e v e r y  d e d u c tio n  been ju stifie d  w it h  the 
a ccu racy o f  results th a t his p u r s u i t  o f  
Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  re p e a te d ly  e vid e n ce d .

T h e  l o o k o u t  beside h i m  was tele­
p h o n i n g  :

" Y a c h t  o n  the s ta r b o a r d  b o w ,  dis­
tance a b o u t  eig ht t h o u s a n d  y a r d s .  
S m o k e  clo ud o n  the n o r t h w e s t  h o r i ­
z o n ,  r is in g  r a p i d l y . "

S e v e n  slipped d o w n  t o  the de c k  as 
C a p t a i n  H a w l e y  a p p e a r e d .

" H e ' s  t h e r e ,"  said he s i m p ly .

T h e  c o m m a n d e r  n o d d e d .
A t  th e  m o s t  d r a m a ti c  m o m e n t  o f  his 

a c tiv e  service he h a d  t w o  du ties t o  p e r ­
f o r m — f o r  th e  w ire le ss h a d  officia lly  
c o n f i r m e d  S e v e n ’ s request w h e n  t h e y  
w e r e  still able to  c o m m u n ic a t e  w i t h  
B r e m e r t o n  w i t h  o r d e r s  t o  o v e r t a k e  a n d  
a p p r e h e n d  th e  elu sive  y o u n g  m e d ica l 
s t u d e n t  as w e ll  as r e p o r t  b a c k  th e  p o s i ­
t i o n  o f  the i n v a d i n g  fleet, th e  m o m e n t  
it  w a s  s ighte d.

B e n e a t h  the c o m m a n d e r ’s fe e t poised 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  tons o f  o b e d ie n t  steel ; 
a t  his c o m m a n d  w a i t e d  a c o m p l e x  b u t  
d isciplin e d a s s o rt m e n t  o f  h u m a n  e n ­
e r g y ;  i m m u r e d  in his m a g a z i n e s  w e re  
the i n e x o r a b l e  gases a n d  the p o w e r f u l  
p ro je c tile s  w h ic h  ro de  a h e a d  o f  t h e m ;  
a n d  as he l if t e d  his h a n d ,  the bugle 
s o u n d e d  the call to q u a r t e r s .

A g a i n s t  this s u p r e m e  h o u r  the n a ­
tio n  e d u c a t in g  C a p t a i n  H a w l e y  h a d  e x ­
p e n d e d  m illio n s  u p o n  m illio n s  o f  tre a s ­
u r e  a n d  billion s o f  ergs o f  p h y sica l an d 
m e n t a l  h u m a n  e n e r g y .  S o  p e r fe c t  w a s  
the d isciplin e , h o w e v e r ,  tha t o n e  w o u l d  
h a v e  su p p o se d  the C a lifo rn ia  w a s  
m e r e l y  g o i n g  into  ta r g e t pra ctice  h a d  
it n o t  been f o r  on e  p e c u lia r  d i f f e r ­
ence.

N o  flag o f  the n a t i o n  b r o k e  its i n ­
s p i r in g  fo ld s  f r o m  h e r  s te r n — n o  p e n ­
n a n t  flu tte r e d  o v e r h e a d .  G r i m ,  g r a y ,  
relentless, a n d  n a k e d  o f  m a r k s  tha t 
w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  h e r  n a t i o n a l i t y  at a d is ­
tan ce . the c r u is e r  f e r e  f o r w a r d  o n  a 
slig h tly  alte re d course t o w a r d  the d is ­
abled y a c h t  so me live  miles a w a y .

T h e  fir e - c o n tr o l  m e n  s hin ne d into  the 
s u p e rp o s e d  t u r r e t s ;  the c h u g g i n g  e n ­
gines re du ce d speed to  ten k n o t s ; the 
r u m b l e  o f  the a m m u n i t i o n  hoist b i t  
t h r o u g h  the teasing seconds, an d the 
l a n g u o r o u s  sigh o f  the te stin g a ir  blast 
ca m e  like an a n t i c i p a t o r y  n o te  o f  r e ­
g r e t  f r o m  th e  ship's h e a r t ;  on the 
b r i d g e  the n a v i g a t o r 's  f o o t f a l l s  became 
c u r io u s l y  strid e n t a m id  the a w e d  h u s h .

T h e n  a p u f f  o'" v a p o r  f r o m  the S p a r­
r o w ,  a n d  h e r  tu r b in e s  began to  r e v o l v e .
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L i k e  an i m p u d e n t  b o y  w h o  has “ p la y e d  
h o o k y "  f r o m  school m a k i n g  faces at 
the t r u a n t  officer,  w h o  u n e x p e c t e d l y  
comes u p o n  h i m .  so the y a c h t  w h i c h  
V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  h a d  b o u g h t  began 
p l u n g i n g  t h r o u g h  the w a t e r  as she re­
su m e d  h e r course.

S e v e n ’ s face w e n t  chalk }' w h i t e  at 
the insult.

T h e  lie u te n a n t t u r n e d  t o w a r d  C a p ­
tain' H a w l e y  e x p e c t a n t l y .  T h e r e  w as 
a m u t t e r e d  c o m m a n d .  T h e  s p o t t e r  o n  
the t u r r e t  s u n k  to  his knees a n d  the 
y e o m a n  b y  his side a u t o m a t ic a l ly  f o l ­
lo w e d  his e x a m p l e — each m a n  t u r n i n g  
his cap b a c k w a r d .

F r o n t  the de pths o f  the f o r w a r d  t u r ­
ret the t w e l v e - i n c h  s t a r b o a r d  g u n  
t u r n e d  its m u z z l e  w it h  a m a l i g n  s w e r v e  
in to  the arc o f  a circle ,  in the center 
o f  w h i c h  the fleein g c r a f t  w a s  s c u r r y ­
in g  w i l d l y  t o w a r d  the w a l l  o f  m is t  f r o m  
the n o r t h .

A  vo ice  filled the firin g  c o n t r o l  d o w n  
the r u b b e r  t u b e :

" F i v e  t h o u s a n d  y a r d s ! D e fl e c ti o n  
thre e  e i g h t y - s e v e n ! "

i n  the p r e g n a n t  second p r e c e d i n g  the 
re p e titio n  o f  the c o m m a n d  in the depths 
o f  th e  f o r w a r d  t u r r e t ,  the c lic k in g  o f  
the t i m e r ’ s w a tc h e s  became a p r e lu d e  
to  th e  “ C o m m e n c e  f i r i n g ! "

T w o  fe e t o f  fl am e  e dge d th e  v a s t  
y e l lo w i s h  s m o k e  disk r e v o l v i n g  i n w a r d  
u p o n  its e l f .  E v e r y  m a n  o n  de c k  bra ce d  
a gain st tire slam  o f  the b la stin g  b a c k  
d r a f t — a gu st t h a t  j e r k e d  th e  c y l in d e r  
o f  the t w e l v e - i n c h  g u n  as i f  it  w e r e  
a w i l l o w  w a n d  in the h a n d s  o f  a g r o w n  
m a n .  ,

T h e  s k i p p i n g  shell,  in v is ib le  at first,  
.f e ll  t w o  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  b e y o n d  a n d  
ahe ad o f  the S parrozv .  T h e  s p o u t in g  
c o l u m n  o f  w a t e r  f o l l o w i n g  its p lu n g e  
suggested a l e v ia t h a n  o f  the deep r is in g  
f o r  b r e a t h .

T h e  y a c h t  s w u n g  s l o w l y  r o u n d ,  l y i n g  
b r o a d s id e  o n ,  s t o p p i n g  o b e d i e n t ly  t o  
th e  signal. T h e  d i n g h y  o n  the side o p ­
posite the c ru ise r s w a y e d  i n v i t i n g l y ,  as

V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ’ s s t a r i n g  eyes w a n ­
de re d f r o m  the ba ttle  c r a f t  t o w a r d  the 
f r i e n d l y  m i s t  c r e e p i n g  d o w n  f r o m  the 
n o r t h .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  suppose t h a t  m e a n s ? "  
he asked s te ad ily  o f  C a p t a i n  H a l e .

" A  v i s i t i n g  c a rd f r o m  th e  J a p a n e s e ,  
s i r ! ”  u n h e s it a t in g l y  r e p lie d  t h a t  o ffice r,  
lo o s e n in g  his h o l d  o f  the e n g i n e - r o o m  
t e le g r a p h . “ T h e  n e x t  w i l l  cut us in 
t w o .  T h e y  a re  all a r o u n d  u s, it w o u l d  
seem. Y o u  w ill  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  I  m e n ­
t io n e d -------- "

B o r d e n  w a l k e d  q u i e t l y  b a c k  t o  the 
side o f  the y a c h t  o n  w h i c h  the d i n g h y  
s w u n g  f r o m  h e r  d a vits .

T h e  C a lifo rn ia ,  seeing t h a t  th e  a d ­
m o n i t i o n  w h ic h  a d m i t t e d  o f  n o  a l t e r n a ­
t iv e  h a d  been h e e d e d ,  s l o w e d  d o w n .  
A  k n o t  o f  m e n  w e r e  b u s y  at a la u n c h  
o n  h e r  p o r t  side.

“ T h e y  in t e n d  p u t t i n g  a c r e w  o n  us, 
s i r , "  w e n t  o n  C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  w h o s e  eyes 
w e r e  a lt e r n a t e l y  f i x e d  o n  th e  g r i m ,  g r a y  
c r a f t  b e h i n d  a n d  th e  g r i m m e r  clo ud o f  
s m o k e  r is i n g  o n  the n o r t h w e s t  h o r i z o n .

A s  on e  fa s c in a t e d ,  he c o n t in u e d  to 
g a z e .  T h e  C a lifo rn ia ,  still f u l l y  t w o  
m iles d i s t a n t ,  w a s  d e s c r ib in g  a circle 
as she ca m e  a b o u t ; th e  la u n c h  she ha d 
l o w e r e d  w a s  p u ffi n g  in t h e ir  d i r e c t i o n ; 
th e  m is t  f r o m  the n o r t h  w a s  closin g 
in u p o n  the d e v o t e d  little S p a rro w .

R o u s i n g ,  C a p t a i n  F f a l e  ste ppe d t o  his 
ca bin  f o r  his glass. A s  he e m e r g e d ,  
he w a s  t o o  f u l l  o f  his o w n  th o u g h t s  
t o  h e a r  the ra ttle  o f  th e  blo cks o n  the 
d a v i t s  f r o m  w h i c h  the d i n g h y  s w u n g  
as he a d j u s t e d  his b in o c u la r s  to an ac­
c u r a te  fo c u s  u p o n  the ship w h i c h  h a d  
so i m p e r i o u s l y  sig n ale d  t h e m  to  " l a y  
t o . "

A  g r e a t  g r i n  lit  u p  his fa ce .
F i e  t u r n e d  t o w a r d  the o w n e r ,  w h o  

h a d  been s t a n d in g  b y  th e  rail .
“ W h y ,  M r .  P h e l p s , ”  he b e g a n ,  “ she 

a i n ’t -------- ”
H e  s t o p p e d ,  a n d  s t a r e d . F i e  w a s  

s p e a k i n g  to  e m p t y  space. T h e  o w n e r  
w a s  n o t  th e r e . C a p t a i n  H a l e  h u r r i e d
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to the c a bin , a n d  s h o u te d  d o w n  the c o m - 
p a n i o m v a y .

Still  n o  response. I m p a t i e n t l y  he 
leaped t o  the d o o r  o f  B o r d e n ’s cabin 
an d p u s h e d  it o p e n .

T h e  place w as e m p t y .
A s  he reached the d e c k ,  in the t r a i l ­

ing w r e a t h s  o f  m ist  w h ic h  w e r e  clu tch ­
in g  at the little vessel’ s sides, he dis­
cerned the c r e w  p e e r in g  o u t  t o w a r d  
the s w i f t l y  a p p r o a c h i n g  la u n c h .

“ B y  J o v e , ”  sh o u te d  the m a t e ,  w it h  
u n m is t a k a b l e  r e l i e f ,  “ th e y d o n 't  l o o k  
like J a p s ! ”

C a p t a i n  H a l e  s n o rte d .
“ 1 k n e w  that five m in u t e s  a g o ,”  he 

a v e r r e d .  " .S a y ,  w h e r e ’ s M r .  P h e l p s ?  
D i d  he g o  f o r w a r d ? ”

" N o ,  s i r , ”  replied the sailor o n  l o o k ­
o u t ,  a lr e a d y  p a r t ia ll y  in v is ib le  in the 
d a n k  fo g .

T h e  c o m m a n d e r  ran to the side, 
w h e r e  the t r a i l i n g  tac kle  at the d a vits  
to ld  the s t o r y  o f  the m is s in g  m a n 's  
u h e r e a b o u ts .

O u t  o f  the im p e n e tr a b le  w all  to the 
n o r t h  floated b a c k  the f a i n t  “ ch u g - 
c h u g ”  o f  a ga soline m o t o r — a d e ris iv e  
a n s w e r ,  it seem ed, to the l o u d e r  th r o b s  
o f  the o n e  a r r i v i n g  on the o p p o site  
side.

S e v e n  and an ensig n leaped u p  the 
c o m p a n io n  la d d e r  w h ic h  C a p t a i n  H a l e  
ha d lo w e r e d .

" Y o u r  p a p e r s ,  s i r ! "  d e m a n d e d  the 
m a n  in u n i f o r m .

T h e  S p a r r o w ’s: c o m m a n d e r  led the 
w a y  b e lo w .

S e v e n ,  w i t h  o n e  h a n d  on a g l e a m ­
in g  p isto l,  f o l l o w e d .

“ W h e r e ’ s the o w n e r ? "  d e m a n d e d  the 
ensig n s t e r n l y ,  as lie b a lan ce d the clear­
ance pa pe rs in his t w i t c h i n g  lingers.

“ H e  l e f t  the ship a m o m e n t  a g o , in 
the d i n g h y ,  s i r ! ”  r e s p e c t fu ll y  a n s w e r e d  
the c a ptain . “ W e  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e re  
J a p a n e s e .”

“ Y o u  w ill  c o n s id e r  y o u r s e l f  u n d e r  
a r r e s t ! ”  c o n tin u e d  the e n sig n.

C a p t a i n  H a l e  stared.

“ F o r  w h a t ,  - i r : ”  he b r u s q u e l y  de­
m a n d e d .

“ F o r  a id in g  an d a b e ttin g  the escape 
o f  a c r i m i n a l , "  in t e r p o la t e d  S e v e n .

" I  t h i n k  n o t ,  g e n t l e m e n ,"  e m p h a t i ­
ca lly replie d H a l e .  “ I  s i m p ly  o b e y e d  
the o r d e r s  o f  m y  o w n e r .  I f  he w as a 
c r i m i n a l ,  1 w a s  ig n o r a n t  o f  his c h a r ­
a c te r.  H i s  in s t r u c t io n s  w e re  m a n d a ­
t o r y — a n d  I  shall stand u p o n  m y  rig h ts 
u n d e r  the m a r i t i m e  a ct,  g e n t le m e n . I  
r e fu s e  to co n sid e r m y s e l f  u n d e r  a rre st 
on such a tr iv ia l  p r e t e x t  as t h i s ! "  H e  
rose be llig e re n tly  an d faced t h e m . 
“ A n d ,  unless y o u  assure m e that y o u  
are a c t in g  b y  so me a u t h o r i t y  w h ic h  I  
a m  c o m p e lle d  to r e c o g n iz e .  1 shall d e ­
m a n d  th a t y o u  leave this v e s s e l ,"  co n ­
t in u e d  the d o u g h t y  c o m m a n d e r .

" V e r y  w e l l ,"  said the e n s ig n . “ I f  
y o u  p r e f e r  to  be shot to  pieces b y  the 
J a p a n e s e ,  t h a t ’ s y o u r  p r i v i le g e .  O t h e r ­
w is e ,  y o u  w ill  u n d e r s t a n d  th a t te c h n i­
calities,  in such a case as this are u n ­
a v a i l i n g . "

“ H a s  w a r  been d e c l a r e d ? ”  r e to r te d  
H a l e .

“ I t  w ill  be w i t h i n  an h o u r ,  unless 
all signs f a i l . "

S e v e n  i n te r p o s e d  w i t h  a re qu e st tha t 
the S p a r r m t  sh o u ld  be searched.

T h e  y a c h t  was te nantless.
A n d ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  a u t h o r i t y  e x ­

isted f o r  " b r i n g i n g  i n ”  o n e  V a l j e a n  
B o r d e n .  S e v e n  r e alize d  th a t lie h a d  no 
specific o r d e r s  to a p p r e h e n d  an i n n o ­
cent c o m m a n d e r  o f  a ship w h o s e  o w n e r  
h a d  cleared f o r  o n e  p o r t  a n d  alte re d his 
course f o r  a n o t h e r — a p r i v i le g e  an 
o w n e r  m a y  re s e r v e ,  p r o v i d e d  n o  o b ­
v i o u s  illegal p u r p o s e  is s u b s e r v e d  b y  so 
d o in g .

" W h y  d i d  this V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  q u it  
th e  ship w h e n  w e came u p ? ”  d e m a n d e d  
S e v e n .

" I  d o n 't  k n o w  a n y  such p e r s o n ,"  
p a r r ie d  the c o m m a n d e r .  “ I  said t h a t  
m y  o w n e r ,  w h o s e  n a m e  is M r .  W i l l i a m  
P h e l p s ,  an d w h o  p u r c h a s e d  this y a c h t 
se ve ra l d a y s  ago in B e l l i n g h a m ,  l e f t  her
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because w e  first t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  a 
J a p a n e s e  m a n - o f - w a r .  A f t e r  I  g o t  o u t  
m y  glass a n d  sa w  the jack ie s in  the 
la u n c h ,  I  t u r n e d  to tell h i m  o f  th e  
m i s ta k e . B u t  lie w a s  a l r e a d y  g o n e / ’

S e v e n ’s lip curle d d e r i s iv e l y .
“ W h a t  k i n d  o f  a m a n  w as this 

P h e l p s  ?”  he sa rcastically r e t o r t e d .
“ A n  A m e r i c a n ,  u n u s u a l ly  ta ll ,  q u it e  

y o u n g ,  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  h a i r ,  a n d  a v e r y  
d e t e r m in e d  w a y  w i t h  h i m . "

A  trifle m o llif ie d ,  S e v e n  n o d d e d .
“ H e  w as u n d e r  an a ssu m e d  n a m e ,  

c a p t a i n ,"  he e x p l a i n e d .
“ I t  w a s  the n a m e  u n d e r  w h i c h  he 

b o u g h t  th e  y a c h t , ”  o b d u r a t e l y  r e p lie d  
H a l e ,  “ a n d  th e  n a m e  he g a v e  w h e n  I  
signed to n a v ig a t e  h e r .  W h o  w a n t s  
h i m ? "  he b l u n t l y  d e m a n d e d .

“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,"  r e t u r n e d  S e v e n .

H a l e  r e g a rd e d  h i m  c u r io u s l y .
“ T o r  w h a t ? ”  he insisted.
P l a i n l y  he d id  n o t  believe this i n ­

d i v i d u a l  in c ivilia n  clothes w h o  h a d  
b o a r d e d  his vessel o n  th e  h i g h  seas 
like a p i r a t e  w i t h  a n a k e d  pistol in his 
h a n d .

“ b'or an o ffe n se  w h i c h  n e e d' n o t  be 
disclose d ,”  s ig n ific a n tly  replie d S e v e n ,  
a steely g l it t e r  in his g l o o m y  eyes. 
" P u t  he e v i d e n t l y  k n e w  he w as w a n t e d  
f r o m  the w a y  he l e f t ,  d i d n ’ t l ie ?"

“ I  told h i m  t h a t  the shot y o u  sent 
across this s h i p ’ s b o w s  w a s  f r o m  a 
Ja p a n e s e  m a n - o f - w a r . "  replied C a p t a i n  
H a l e .  “ 1 l o w  w e r e  w e  to  k n o w  w h o  
y o u  w e r e ?  I  r e p e a t,  sir,  y o u  s h o w e d  
n o  flag . H a d  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  a n  A m e r ­
ican vessel,  I  sh o u ld  n o t h a v e  sto ppe d 
m y  e n gine s, sir. I n s t e a d ,  I  sh o u ld  h a v e  
b r o k e n  o u t  m y  flags a n d  signaled f o r  
y o u r  reasons f o r  such e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
c o n d u c t .”

" t  d o  n o t  accuse y o u  o f  c o m p l i c i t y , ”  
replied the a ge n t o f  the t h i r d  sectio n, 
w i t h  official incisiveness. " B u t  B o r d e n  
is w a n t e d  f o r  m a n y  t h in g s — all the w a y  
f r o m  b r e a k i n g  j a il  to m u r d e r .  A n d

m u r d e r  is n o t  his g r a v e s t  o f f e n s e ,"  he 
s ig n ific a n tly  a d d e d .

C a p t a i n  11 ale s h r u g g e d  his s h o u ld e rs .
“ W e  are o n  the h i g h  seas, a n d  this 

vessel flies th e  B r i t i s h  f l a g ,”  he  r e plie d. 
“ M r .  P h e l p s  m a y  n o t  be y o u r  m a n .  
F r a n k l y ,  g e n t le m e n ,  I  t h i n k  th e r e  is a 
m i s t a k e .  H e  is still m y  o w n e r ,  a n d  I  
shall m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  p i c k  h i m  u p 
a n d  e x p l a i n  m a t t e r s .”

“ T h e r e  is n o  m i s t a k e , ”  r e t u r n e d  
S e v e n  f r i g i d l y .  “ A s  a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I  shall ,  in the 
e v e n t o f  the o w n e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  this 
b o a t ,  p ro c e e d  to place h i m  u n d e r  a rre st 
a n d  t r a n s f e r  h i m  t o  th e  c r u is e r  C ali­
fo r n ia .”

C a p t a i n  H a l e  b o w e d  p u n c t i l i o u s l y .
“ I n  the e v e n t  o f  f o r c e ,  I  shall h a v e  

n o  o p t i o n  b u t  a c o m p l a in t  t o  H i s  M a j ­
esty's  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  V i c t o r i a ,  g e n t le ­
m e n . I f  w e  h a v e  fin is h e d ,  I  shall  p r o ­
ceed o n  m y  c o u r s e .”

H e  escorted t h e m  to  the ra il .
T h e  en sig n  t u r n e d  t o  o b s e r v e ,  b e f o r e  

l o w e r i n g  h i m s e l f  d o w n  th e  l a d d e r  to the 
l a u n c h :

“ I f  y o u  v a l u e  y o u r  s k i n ,  C a p t a i n  
H a l e ,  y o u  w il l  t u r n  tail a n d  r u n .  T h e r e  
w ill  be hell p o p p i n g  a r o u n d  h e r e  p r e s ­
e n t l y . ”

T h e  S p a r r o w ’s  c o m m a n d e r  d i d  n o t  
r e p l y  e x c e p t  w i t h  a f o r m a l  in c li n a t i o n  
o f  his h e a d  as the r o a r  o f  th e  C ali­
fo r n ia ’s  siren  to r e  t h r o u g h  th e  m i s ts ,  
sig n a lin g  f o r  h e r  la u n c h  to r e t u r n .  
W i t h  t h a t  signal f o r  a g u i d e ,  the la u n c h  
stole a w a y .

C a p t a i n  H a l e  pe e re d  o u t  t o w a r d  the 
n o r t h .

H e  w as w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  his d u t y  
w a s  u n d e r ' s u c h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m ­
stances. I n  all his e x p e r ie n c e ,  f r o m  
cabin b o y  t o  c o m m a n d e r ,  he h a d  n o  
p r e c e d e n t w i t h  w h i c h  to g u i d e  h i m . 
F i n a l l y ,  he sign ale d h a l f  speed, a n d  
t u r n e d  the nose o f  the S p a r r o w  t o  the 
n o r t h .

A t  the same m o m e n t ,  V a l j e a n  B o r ­
d e n ,  w i t h  p a llid  fa c e , b u t  w i t h  d e t e r ­
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m i n e d  fingers g r i p p i n g  the s te e rin g 
w heel o f  the d i m i n u t i v e  d i n g h y ,  be n t 
f o r w a r d  to a d v a n c e  th e  s p a r k  o n  his 
e n g i n e ,  a n d  o p e n e d  the m u ffle r  v a l v e ,  
as he disce rn e d n o  s o u n d  o f  p u r s u i t .

“ 1 c a n 't  lo s e ,”  m u t t e r e d  the p e r p l e x e d  
y o u n g  m a n .  “ I f  t h e y  get m e ,  t h e y  get 
m e — t h a t ’ s all . I ’v e  com e h e re  to get 
s o m e t h in g ,  a n d  I ’ ll k e e p on g o i n g  i f  
I  h a v e  t o  s w i m .  T h i s  h o o d o o  th a t's  
f o l l o w i n g  m e is th e  p r i z e  j i n x  in the 
w h o le  m e n a g e rie  o f  h a r d  l u c k . B u t  
t h i r t y - f i v e  miles i s n ’ t so f a r .  I  o u g h t  
to  m a k e  it in th r e e  h o u r s .  W o n d e r  i f  
I  can hide o u t  o n  m y  little island i f  
the p e s k y  J a p s  s h o u ld  sn e ak u p  o n  m e  
b e fo r e  I  get o f f  a g ain  ?”

D u e  n o r t h  he steered.
I t  w as a f e a r f u l  h a z a r d — this i m ­

pulse w h ic h  h a d  h u r le d  h i m  o u t  in to  
the trackless wastes o f  the N o r t h  
Pa c ific  w i t h  such a fr a g il e  c r a f t .  H e  
t h a n k f u l l y  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  th e re  w as 
deep w a t e r  t o  th e  s o u th  o f  th e  isla n d. 
W i t h  one eye o n  th e  co m pa ss a n d  the 
o t h e r  o n  his e n g in e ,  he d r o v e  the l il lip u -  
tian boat as C a p t a i n  H a l e  h a d  d r i v e n  
the S p a rr o w — at t o p  speed.

T h e  i r o n y  o f  the s itu a tio n  ga lle d h i m . 
O n  th a t isla nd w a s  w e a l t h  so f a b u l o u s  
t h a t  n o  m a n  in the w o r l d  co u ld  e qual 
h i m  in w h a t e v e r  p o w e r  m o n e y  c o n fe r s  
c o u ld  he b u t  reach it ,  p r o c u r e  the t h in g  
he w a s  se e kin g , a n d ,  in som e w a y  w h ic h  
he co u ld  n o t  n o w  fo re se e , m a k e  s h i f t  
t o  c a r r y  it b a c k  t o  so me P a c ific  C o a s t  
seaport o n  th e  A m e r i c a n  c o n t in e n t .

T h a t  b e lly in g  clo u d  o f  r a p i d l y  r is in g  
s m o k e  b e lo w  the w e s te r n  h o r i z o n  
spelled the c o m i n g  o f  m y r i a d s  o f  J a p ­
anese. N o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  an a r m a d a  
o f  p r o d i g i o u s  p o w e r  co u ld  s m u d g e  the 
s k y  to  t h a t  e x t e n t .  T h e y  an d he w e r e  
a p p r o a c h in g  a  c o m m o n  go a l a lo n g  co n ­
v e r g i n g  legs o f  an isosceles tr ia n g le .  B e ­
h i n d ,  o n  the base lin e , lay a n o t h e r  v e s ­
sel w h o s e  w a r n i n g  shell h a d  ha lte d a 
f a r  m o r e  s e a w o r t h y  c r a f t  th a n  th a t in 
w h ic h  he n o w  f o u n d  h i m s e l f .

T h e  chances w e re  a m illio n  t o  on e

t h a t  a p r i z e  cre w  was a lr e a d y  installe d 
o n  the S p aftrow —  a n d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  
do lla rs o f  real m o n e y  w a s  a l r e a d y  s w a l ­
l o w e d  u p .

B u t  w h a t  w a s  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o lla rs  
to  the i n e x h a u s t i b l e  o p u len ce  th a t w o u l d  
be his co u ld  he  co m e  o u t  o f  this des­
p e r a te  e n te rp ris e  u n s c a th e d  ?

T h r e e  h o u r s  a n d  ten m i n u t e s  f r o m  
th e  t im e  he leaped i n t o  the d i n g h y ,  ac­
c o r d i n g  t o  the c h r o n o m e t e r  in the 
lo c k e r ,  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  s t r a i n in g  his 
eyes in th e  t h ic k  m is t  a h e a d ,  s a w  a 
d e n se r,  b la c k e r  s o m e t h in g  j u t t i n g  h i g h  
u p  b e fo r e  h i m . A s  he d r e w  still n e a r e r  
he r e c o g n iz e d  it f o r  th e  g r e a t  cliff  o f  
coal o n  the e astern side o f  the isla n d.

W i t h  a l o w ,  e x u l t a n t  l a u g h ,  he 
w h i r l e d  th e  d i n g h y  to  p o r t  a n d  s k i r te d  
the s o u t h e r n  r i m  o f  th e  l a n d .  F a r t h e r  
o n  w a s  th e  v e r y  place w h e r e  h e  h a d  
p r e v i o u s l y  la n d e d  in th e  S e n a to r ’s  g ig .  
T h e  c u r r e n t  set r a t h e r  s h a r p ly  in his 
d i r e c t io n ,  b u t  the tide w a s  h i g h ,  a n d  
the little la u n c h  r a n  u p  t o  th e  g e n t ly  
s h e l v in g  sands as n i m b l y  as a l o v e r  
t r i p s  u p  the steps o f  his s w e e t h e a r t ’ s 
co ttage .

A s  his w h o l e  b e in g  g l o w e d  w i t h  g r a t ­
itu d e  a n d  t r i u m p h ,  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  
d r a g g e d  his t i n y  c r a f t  i n t o  a n ic he  b e ­
t w e e n  t w o  g r e a t ro c k s . W i t h  th e  m y s ­
tic a b r u p tn e s s  o f  t h a t  f a r - n o r t h e r n  lat­
i t u d e ,  the tid e be ga n  to  ebb. I n  ten 
m i n u t e s  the p a t h  w a s  clear f o r  h i m  
t o  w a l k  a r o u n d  the ro c k s  t o w a r d  the 
m a i n l a n d ,  a n d  the d i n g h y ,  f o r  so me 
h o u r s  at least, w a s  s a fe ly  a g r o u n d .

A l s o ,  he w a s  q u ite  alone.

C H A P T E R  X I I .
H E M M E D  1NT.

T h e  t o p o g r a p h y  o f  the n e w l y  f o r m e d  
isla nd r e c o n s tr u c te d  itse lf  b e f o r e  the 
eyes o f  its sole o c c u p a n t .  W i t h  e x ­
t r e m e  ca re , he d r a g g e d  f r o m  the c o v ­
e red b o w  o f  the d i n g h y  the m e t a l - p r o ­
tected j u g s  w h ic h  he ha d b o u g h t  a n d 
cra te d in V i c t o r i a .
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W i t h  o n e  u n d e r  each a r m  he s tro de  
o f f  in the m i s t  t o w a r d  the s tr e a m  w h i c h  
tr ic k le d  d o w n  f r o m  tire p u l s a t i n g  g e y ­
ser. T h e  w a t e r ,  b o ilin g  h o t  as it  
e m e r g e d ,  cooled r a p i d l y  as it r ip p le d  
d o w n  t o w a r d  th e  sea in a siza ble  
r iv u le t .

D e p o s i t i n g  the co n ta in e rs o n  th e  r o c k  
at his fe e t.  Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  sto o d f o r  
a f e w  m o m e n t s  m o tio n le s s , fa sc in a te d  
b y  the l im p i d  fluid  at his fe e t.  H e  
k n e w  it f o r  fr e s h  w a t e r ,  s p r i n g in g  f r o m  
the h e a rt  o f  the r o c k  o f  w h i c h  this 
ble a k  lan d  w a s c o m p o s e d . A r o u n d  h i m  
f o r  miles a n d  m iles w a s  o n l y  the salty 
w a s te  o f  the P a c i fic ,  s tr e tc h in g  f r o m  
P o l e  to P o l e  a n d  f r o m  the O l d  W o r l d  
to  the N e w .

N o  l o f t y  m o u n t a i n s  o n  this island 
reared t h e i r  tips into  the u p p e r  levels 
o f  the a tm o s p h e r e  to condense the w isp s 
o f  f o g  w h ic h  d r i f t e d  pa st. N o  t i m b e r  
ca u g h t the s n o w f a l l  f o r  the r e t u r n i n g  
sun to fe ed th a t s tr e a m  d u r i n g  the b r i e f  
arctic s u m m e r .  U n l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  source 
o f  fre s h  w a t e r  in the w o r l d  th a t the 
f o r m e r  m edical stu d e n t h a d  seen o r  
h e a rd  o f ,  save the geysers in  the Y e l ­
lo w s t o n e ,  it j e t t e d  u p  f r o m  the h o t  
h e a rt  o f  the e a rth  b e n e a th, b e a r in g  w i t h  
it the t h e r m a l  u n its  o f  vo lc a n ic  fires 
k i n d l e d ,  p e r h a p s ,  in the A r c h r e o z o i c  
p e r i o d .

.Back b e h in d  the m o s t  r e m o t e  t r a d i ­
tio ns o f  p r i m i t i v e  m a n ,  b a c k  b e h in d  the 
age o f  m a m m a l s ,  o f  reptiles, o f  coal 
p la n ts ,  o f  fishes, o r  o f  i n v e r te b ra te s  
w h ic h  h a d  successively pre ce de d the 
a r r i v a l  o f  h u m a n i t y  in its lo w e s t f o r m s  
-— ba ck t o  the a zo ic  age its e lf— those 
fires h a d  b u r n e d .

T h e  w o r l d  a f e w  cosm ic m o m e n t s  
b e f o r e  w a s  ‘ ' w i t h o u t  f o r m  a n d  v o i d . ”  
A n d ,  t h r o u g h  all th e  i n n u m e r a b l e  ages, 
those fires h a d  c o n t i n u e d ; the ceaseless 
c h e m i s t r y  o f  the C r e a t o r  h a d  e v o l v e d  
those v e r y  d r o p s  o f  w a t e r  n o w  f l a w i n g  
past h i m — w a t e r  so precious th a t o n ly  
one o t h e r  ele m e n t k n o w n  to  m a n k i n d  
could  c o m p a r e  to it in v a l u e .

A n d  th a t e le m e n t ,  w h o s e  m o n e t a r y  
w o r t h  w a s  q u o t e d  a t  t w o  m i ll io n s  o f  
do lla rs a n  o u n c e — se v e n ty  t h o u s a n d  
d o lla rs  a g r a n t — w a s  so r a re  th a t in 
the w h o l e  w o r l d  th e r e  h a d  been p r o ­
du ce d b a r e ly  sixte e n  g r a m s ,  all t o l d ,  
d u r i n g  the e n tir e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  A n d  
th is ,  t o o ,  w i t h  th e  m o s t  a v i d  se a rc h in g ,  
the m o s t  p a i n s t a k i n g  ca re , the m o s t  p r o ­
d ig io u s  e f f o r t ,  a n d  b y  e m p l o y i n g  the 
gre a te st scientific m i n d s  o f  th e  clay in 
th e  e a ger quest.

W h a t  a c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  u n r e ­
s t r a i n e d ,  endless, l iq u i d  o p u le n c e  f l o w ­
in g  at his feet— i m m o r t a l  w a t e r  t h a t  
w a s  m u c h  like  t im e  in t h a t  its source 
w as b e y o n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  its c h a r ­
acter b e y o n d  a n a ly s is ,  its e x is te n c e  an d 
m y s t e r i o u s  p o w e r s  d i f f e r i n g  f r o m  all 
o t h e r  w a t e r  in t h e  w o r l d ,  discernible 
o n l y  t h r o u g h  th e  effects it p r o d u c e d .

Y ral sm ile d as he replaced his hat 
a n d  sto o p e d  to  fill the first t w o  j u g s .  
H e  w a s  m o s t  c a r e fu l  in the o p e r a t i o n .  
N o t  on e  d r o p  w a s  a ll o w e d  to t o u c h  his 
h a n d s ,  a n d  w h e n  the j u g s  h a d  been 
s e c u r e ly  c o r k e d ,  the to ps sealed w i t h  
a n  a i r - t i g h t  cap o f  lea d , t h e y  w e r e  
placed in the l e a d - lin e d  crates a n d  t a k e n  
b a c k  t o  the bo a t.

W h e n  all h a d  been filled, the j u b i l a n t  
y o u n g  m a n  sat d o w n  to d e v o u r  a m e a l.  
H e  ate as if  the p re c io u s f r e i g h t  w e r e  
a l r e a d y  t r a n s f o r m e d  in to  g o l d  coin a n d  
as i f  he h a d  o n ly  t o  step o u t  o f  the 
r o c k y  nic he in w h i c h  his little d i n g h y  
w a s  h i d d e n  to  p l a n t  f o o t  o n  B r o a d w a y  
a n d  o r d e r  his n e x t  m e a l f r o m  the C a f e  
C e cil.

T h e  m ists w e r e  t h i n n i n g  u n d e r  the 
ra ys o f  the su n . A s  t h e y  beca m e  m o r e  
a n d  m o r e  t e n u o u s ,  Y a l  lost a little o f  
his j a u n t y  co n fid e n ce , a n d  b e ga n  to take 
a m o r e  c o m m o n - s e n s e  v i e w  o f  his p o s i­
t io n .

“ G u e s s  I ' l l  h a v e  a l o o k  at th a t g a s ­
oline s u p p l y , ”  sa id h e , a f t e r  so m e  m o ­
m e n ts  o f  s t u d y .  " W e l l ,  tha t is n ’ t p r o m ­
ising f o r  a t r i p  o f  eig hteen h u n d r e d  
m i l e s ,”  he b r e a t h e d ,  r e p la c in g  the t a n k
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cap. “ L o o k s  as i f  I ’ d h a v e  to get o u t 
m_\ o a rs  b e fo r e  the t r ip 's  e n d e d . "

l i e  began to  feel d r o w s y .  T h e  u n ­
rest o f  the n ig h t  b e f o r e ,  the e x c it e ­
m e n t  o f  the escape, an d the s w i f t  d r i v e  
to  the isla n d , the la b o r  o f  fi llin g the 
c o n ta in e r s ,  n o t  o n l y  k e p t  h i m  a w a k e ,  
hut fu r n i s h e d  a ph y s ic a l  o u t le t  f o r  his 
n e r v o u s  e n e r g y . X o w  the in e v ita b le  
reaction w a s  c o m m e n c i n g .

T h e r e f o r e ,  B o r d e n  de cided t o  sleep. 
T h e r e  co u ld  be n o  q u i t t i n g  the place 
u ntil  the flo o d  tid e reached the keel 
o f  his little b o a t ;  he m i g h t  r u n  i n t o  
a s t o r m  a n d  find it im p o ssib le  to  sleep 
f o r  h o u r s  once he w a s  a g a in  a f l o a t ; 
he m u s t  h u s b a n d  all his s tr e n g th  f o r  
w h a t e v e r  w as ahead w h e n  he started 
o n  the r e t u r n  j o u r n e y ,  a n d  he w a s  
su re ly entitled to  so me real repose on 
general prin c ip le s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  he s a w  t o  it t h a t  the 
d i n g h y  w a s  n o t  l ike ly to  d r i f t  f r o m  the 
niche i f  his n a p  w a s  p r o l o n g e d ,  c u d d le d  
h i m s e lf  in his b l a n k e ts ,  p i l l o w e d  his 
head o n  the bo a t c u s h io n s ,  a n d  closed 
liis eyes.

A s  ca lm ly  as the m o s t  stoical o f  O r i ­
entals, he d r i f t e d  to th e  la n d  o f  d r e a m s ,  
a n d  slept the de e p, c a lm , r e j u v e n a t i n g  
s lu m b e r  o f  an i n n o c e n t child.

C a p t a i n  B e n j a m i n  H a l e ,  the s t u r d y  
h e a rt  o f  h i m  t o r n  w i t h  a n x i e t y  f o r  the 
v e n t u r e s o m e  y o u t h  w h o  h a d  re placed 
E u s t a c e  M c I n t y r e  as o w n e r  o f  the 
S p a rro w ,  p o k i n g  the y a c h t ’ s nose  g e n t l y  
n o r t h w a r d  t o w a r d  the spo t t h a t  " M r .  
P h e l p s "  h a d  hade h i m  seek a n d  fi n d ,  
p ic k e d  u p  the v e r y  intersectio n o f  the 
in v isible  lines the intellect o f  m a n  has 
traced o v e r  the su r fa c e  o f  the e a r t h .

I t  w a s h i g h  n o o n ,  an d the f o g  w a s  
n o w  so lessened th a t he co u ld " s h o o t  
the su n ”  w i t h  some a llo w a n c e  f o r  re ­
f r a c t i o n .

" H o l y  m a c k e r e l ! ”  e x c la i m e d  C a p t a i n  
H a l e ,  as he j o t t e d  d o w n  his p o s i t io n . 
" T h i s  m u s t  ha ve  been the place he w a s  
l o o k i n g  f o r . -’

H e  signaled the engine r o o m  t o  " r e ­

duce spe e d.”  T h e  S p a r r o w  h e ld j u s t  
sufficient m o t i o n  to  g i v e  h e r  g o o d  steer­
age w a y .  H e r  c o m m a n d e r  b lin k e d  at 
th e  g r e a t ga sh o f  b la c k  coal j u t t i n g  o u t 
i n t o  the ocean.

“ F o r ’a r d  t h e r e !  M i s t e r  N o b l e , ”  
r o a r e d  C a p t a i n  H a l e  to his m a t e ,  “ h e a v e  
th e  lead f o r  s o u n d i n ' - !"

T h e  o bedience to  the c o m m a n d  
.- b o w e d  tha t the w a t e r  shoaled f r o m  
fifte e n  f a t h o m s  to s ix  w i t h i n  th re e  h u n ­
d r e d  fe e t o f  the cliff . N e a r e r  t h a n  
th is  H a l e  w a s  u n w i l l i n g  to tak e  his b o a t ,  
e ve n  w i t h  h e r  lig h t d r a f t .  T h e  c u r ­
re n ts,  the tid es, concealed r o c k s ,  w e r e  
all fa c t o r s  w i t h  w h i c h  he m u s t  r e c k o n .

H e  ste am e d c a r e f u l l y  a ste rn  u n t il  he 
h a d  r o o m  to  b r i n g  the S p arrozv  a r o u n d  
w i t h  h e r  nose p o i n t i n g  s o u th . T h i s  
island w a s  n o t  o n  a n y  m a p  in the 
y a c h t ’ s c h a r t  r o o m .

Y e t  it o c c u p ie d  th e  v e r y  place w h ic h  
his n e w  o w n e r  h a d  so q u ie t l y  insisted 
u p o n  r e ac hin g. W e l l ,  the S p a rro zv  w a s  
a r r i v e d .  B u t  h e r  n e w  o w n e r  w a s  g o n e .

C a p t a i n  H a l e  g o t  o u t  his b i n o c u la r s ,  
a n d  s tu died th e  is la n d  w i t h  a pra c tic e d  
e y e . H e  w o n d e r e d  i f  th e  S p a rro zZ s  
o w n e r  w a s  r o a m i n g  o v e r  t h a t  bit o f  
b l e a k  r o c k ,  a n d  w h a t  he w a s  d o i n g  i f  
he w as the re . A l s o ,  w h a t  h a d  b e co m e  
o f  the d i n g h y  i f  he ha d re ally la n d e d  
u p o n  the place?

" S o u n d  the sire n , M r .  N o b l e , ”  he 
a t  last o r d e r e d .

T h e  w a i l i n g  echoes t h a t  rose a n d  fell 
f r o m  th e  y a c h t ’ s lu s t y  w h is t l e  h e lpe d 
t o  r e lie ve  the ste am  p r e s s u r e  r is i n g  in 
h e r  bo ile rs. C a p t a i n  H a l e  circled s l o w l y  
past the s o u th e rn  f r i n g e  o f  th e  t i n y  sea- 
b o u n d  r o c k . H i s  b in o c u la r s  sw e p t 
e v e r y  e x p o s e d  bit  o f  th e  isla nd f o r  
some trace o f  his o w n e r .

W i t h  th e  siren c o n t i n u i n g  its w a r n -  
i n g  signals, t h e y  cre p t at last to the 
e x t r e m e  w e s t e r n  side o f  the o n l y  la n d  
t h e  P a c ific  b o a ste d b e t w e e n  the last o f  
the A l e u t i a n  Is la n d s  u n t il  the bleak 
shores o f  S ib e r ia  rose on the c o n t in e n t  
o f  A s i a .
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N o  sight o r  s o u n d  o f  the m i s s in g  m a n  
r e ve a le d itself to the a n x i o u s  w a t c h e r ,  
f o r  n o  glass e v e r  g r o u n d  co u ld steal 
the sparse  lig h t f r o m  the d a r k l y  sha d­
o w e d  c le ft  in the ro cks w h e r e  th e  little 
d i n g h y  w a s  w e d g e d  fa s t.

A n d  o n l y  G a b r i e l 's  fr u m p ; c o u ld ,  j u s t  
th e n ,  h a v e  ro u se d th e  e x h a u s t e d  y o u t h  
s l u m b e r in g  p r o f o u n d l y  in h e r  ste rn .

A s  the S p a r r o w  s k ir te d  the last o f  
the is la n d ,  C a p t a i n  H a l e  cam e to  a n ­
o t h e r  co n clusio n .

“ l i e  m u s t  h a v e  been m a k i n g  f o r  this 
place, because those w e r e  his o rd e rs 
w h e n  he ch a n g e d  the course o f f  th e  
straits o f  J u a n  dc F t i c a , ”  h e  a ssu re d  
h i m s e l f .  “ A n d  in the f o g  he m u s t  h a v e  
r u n  r ig h t  p a st h e r — w e  w e r e  l y i n g  a 
little t o  the east o f  s o u t h ,  as I  recall 
it . N o w  t h e r e ’ s o n l y  on e  t h i n g  f o r  m e  
t o  d o . I ’ ll com e a b o u t ,  w e a t h e r  this 
l a n d  o n  the east,  rig  the se a rc h lig h t,  a n d  
keep o n  f o r  a f e w  miles to the n o r t h .  
I f  he w a s  o n  this island he m u s t  h a v e  
h e a rd o u r  sire n , l i e  c o u ld  see us a 
w h o le  lot p la in e r  t h a n  w e  c o u ld  see 
h i m .  I f  he  w a s  a c t u a l ly  t h e r e ,  w h y  
d i d n ’t he s ig n a l? "

B e f o r e  he h a d  t im e  to  a ssure h i m ­
self  th a t his latest t h e o r y  w a s  c o r r e c t,  
a n o t h e r  series o f  ideas b u r s t  u p o n  the 
m i n d  o f  C a p t a i n  H a l e  w i t h  w h a t  m i g h t  
h a v e  been t e r m e d  “ e x p lo s i v e  f o r c e .”

T h e  s h o u t o f  the m a t e  in the p r o w ,  
as the S parrozu  be ga n  h e r  c a u tio u s  c i r ­
cle to th e  s o u th  b r o u g h t  the c o m m a n d ­
e r b a c k  to  the p r e se n t a n d  recalled 
v e r y  v i v i d l y  a n o t h e r  in c id e n t  o f  t h e  e x ­
t r a o r d i n a r y  d a y .

O n  th e  n o r t h w e s t  h o r i z o n  a m i g h t y  
fleet— th e  sa me w h o s e  s m o k e  he h a d  
o b s e r v e d  ea rlier in the d a y — w a s  n o w  
in v i e w .  F o r  m iles the sea w a s  
c r a m m e d  w i t h  sile n t,  o n r u s h i n g  ba ttle ­
ships. T h e i r  p r o w s ,  c le a v in g  t h e  u n r e ­
sisting w a t e r s ,  tossed s tre aks o f  w h i t e  
sp u m e  o n  each side. I n  t h e  first a m a z ­
i n g  m o m e n t  those w h i t e - t o p p e d  b illo w s  
seemed the teeth o f  a g ig a n tic  s h a r k  
w h o s e  w id e s p r e a d  j a w s  y a w n e d  f o r  t h e

S p a r r o w — o r  a n y  o t h e r  c r a f t  m a n n e d
b y  C a u c a s i a n s .

A n d  at th e  p e a k  o f  each m i l i t a r y  
m a s t  fle w  a flag w h o s e  red c e n te r a n d  
r a d i a t i n g  be a m s w e r e  the c o lo r  o f  the 
d y i n g  su n  b e h in d  the so u n d less, o n ­
c o m i n g  a r m a d a — the n a v a l  flag o f  
J a p a n — p y g m y  a m o n g  n a tio n s  in area , 
g i a n t  in p u r p o s e ,  a n d  a v e r i ta b l e  F l e r -  
cufes in p a st conflicts w i t h  o t h e r  w o r l d  
p o w e r s .

C a p t a i n  H a l e  de cide d t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
o t h e r  a n d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h in g s  to  e n ­
gage his a tt e n t io n  t h a n  a p r o l o n g e d  
search f o r  a v e n t u r e s o m e  a n d  e rra tic  
o w n e r .  F i e  w a s  in n o  w is e  re spo n sib le  
f o r  w h a t  “ M r .  P h e l p s "  h a d  d o n e . B u t  
he  w a s  re sponsible f o r  th e  fe e d i n g ,  
c l o th i n g ,  a n d  e d u c a t io n  o f  a w i f e  a n d  
b a i r n s .  T h e  l o n g - r u m o r e d  Ja p a n e s e  i n ­
v a s i o n  w a s  a lr e a d y  a f a c t — o r  w o u l d  
b e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  e ig hte e n  h u n d r e d  miles 
o f  e a s t w a r d  t r a v e l .

C a p t a i n  H a l e  g a l v a n i z e d  i n t o  su d d e n  
a c t i v i t y  as he r e a l i ze d  t h a t  a l o n g  w a r  
m i g h t  i n d e fin it e ly  d e f e r  his r e t u r n  to  
his f a m i l y .  H e  w a s  a B r i t i s h  s u b je c t,  
b u t  red tap e  u n r o l l s  s l o w l y .  B e f o r e  he 
w a s  c o m p e lle d  t o  re so rt t o  te chn ica l 
p r o c e d u r e  t o  o b t a in  his release he d e ­
cide d to  m a k ^  th e  m o s t  o f  p r e s e n t o p ­
p o r t u n i t i e s  to m a k e  release u n n e c e s s a r y  
b y  a v o i d i n g  c a p t u r e .

H e  signaled f o r  “ f u l l  speed a h e a d .”
T h e  S p a r r o w  shot b a c k  a lo n g  the 

s o u t h e r n  f r i n g e  o f  the is la n d . I n  a h u n ­
d r e d  y a r d s  she w a s  o u t  o f  sight o f  the 
t r e m e n d o u s  fleet b e a r i n g  d o w n  f r o m  the 
n o r t h w e s t .

I n  a n o t h e r , t h r e e  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  C a p ­
t a i n  H a l e  h a d  so m a n e u v e r e d  th in g s  
t h a t  th e  cliff  o f  'c o a l  l a y  a s te r n . I t  w a s  
r a t h e r  c o m f o r t i n g  to  k n o w  t h a t  a n y  
possible sho t in t h e ir  d i r e c t io n  m u s t  
first t r a v e r s e  a t  least t w e l v e  m iles a n d  
p e n e t r a t e  t h a t  c lif f  b e f o r e  the y a c h t ,  
n o w  r u n n i n g  like  a g r e y h o u n d ,  w o u l d  
be in d a n g e r  f r o m  the p r o j e c tile .

T h i r t y  miles o r  so to the cast, s t e a m ­
i n g  s l o w l y  in p u r s u i t  o f  the lost V a l -
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j e a n  B o r d e n ,  the c r u is e r  C a lifo rn ia  
like w ise  t o o k  c o g n iza n c e  o f  th e  s te a d ily  
a p p r o a c h i n g  fleet b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  n i m ­
bus o f  s m o k e  w h i c h  h a d  been sighted 
at d a y b r e a k  t h a t  m o r n i n g .

C a p t a i n  H a w l e y ,  p a i n s t a k i n g  an d 
co nscientious in e v e r y  d u t y  his p o s i ­
tio n  im p o s e d ,  w a s  satisfied in  his o w n  
m i n d  tha t this w a s  th e  t h i n g  he ha d 
been o r d e r e d  o u t  t o  find.

Y e t  h e  m u s t  b r i n g  his ship m u c h  
closer t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t— close e n o u g h  to 
p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  the c r a f t  c o m p o s i n g  
the m i g h t y  s q u a d r o n ,  t h e ir  n u m b e r s ,  
t h e ir  p r o b a b le  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e ir  a r m a m e n t ,  
the n u m b e r  o f  t r o o p s h ip s  t h e y  w e r e  
c o n v o y i n g ,  t h e ir  ra te  o f  p r o g r e s s  a n d  
a n y  o t h e r  d a t a  a va ila b le .

U n d e r  c o v e r  o f  the w e lc o m e  n i g h t  
m u c h  o f  this m i g h t  be o b t a in e d  b y  his 
s c o u tin g  h y d r o a e r o p la n e s .  S o  th e  C ali­
fo r n ia  t u r n e d  h e r  w i l l i n g  n o se  t o  the 
w e st,  i n te n t o n l y  o n  th e  d u t y  assigned 
h e r c o m m a n d e r .

T h e r e  w a s  less d a n g e r  t h a n  a p p e a r e d  
in such p r o c e d u r e .  W h a t e v e r  th e  i n ­
te n tio n s o f  J a p a n ,  w a r  h a d  n o t  been 
f o r m a l l y  de cla re d . A  conflic t w a s  u n ­
l ik e l y ,  unless the a r r i v a l  o f  th e  J a p a ­
nese a r m a d a  at th e  vo lc a n ic  island w as 
to be c o in c id e n t w i t h  the w i t h d r a w a l  o f  
the a m b a s s a d o r  at W a s h i n g t o n .

W a r s h i p s  o n  cruis e are n o t  necessari­
ly  ho stile — e ve n  i f  t h e y  w i l l  be w i t h i n  
a f e w  h o u r s .  C a p t a i n  H a w - l e y  k n e w  
t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  in the w h o l e  scheme o f  
J a p a n ’ s h i d d e n  p u r p o s e  w a s  a l r e a d y  as­
c e rtain e d— e v e n t ,  t i m e ,  place.

T h e r e f o r e  he steam ed c o n fid e n t ly  
w e s t w a r d ,  o n l y  o b s e r v i n g  such p r e c a u ­
tions as m i g h t  c o n d u c e  t o  his a d v a n t a g e  
in th e  e v e n t o f  t r e a c h e r y .  N o t  a s o u n d 
e m a n a t e d  f r o m  h e r  b e y o n d  th e  t h r o b ­
b i n g  o f  the g r e a t engines a n d  th e  swish 
o f  the sea p a r t i n g  b e f o r e  h e r  g ig a n tic  
b u l k .

N o  b u g le  call e n liv e n e d  th e  m o n o t o n y  
o f  the d a y ’ s r o u ti n e .

S i l e n t ,  serene, w a t c h f u l ,  the g r e a t

s h ip  p l o w e d  s t u r d i l y  i n t o  th e  de sce n d­
i n g  n i g h t .

A n d  silen t,  serene, a n d  u n c o m p r e ­
h e n d i n g  a n y  o f  the d r a m a  a r o u n d  the 
island he h a d  com e so f a r  to  reach, 
V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  slept.

C H A P T E R  X I I I .
SEVEN TRUMPS AN ACE.

W a k i n g  a f t e r  a s l u m b e r  w h o s e  
le n g th  m u s t  h a v e  a p p r o x i m a t e d  t w e l v e  
h o u r s ,  the f o r m e r  m e d ic a l  s t u d e n t ,  sus­
pected s p y ,  alleged m u r d e r e r ,  a n d  actual 
jail  b r e a k e r  behe ld a s t u p e n d o u s  spec­
tacle.

H e  w a s  n o t e n t ir e ly  u n p r e p a r e d  f o r  
w h a t  he s a w ,  o w i n g  to inc ide n ts w h i c h  
h a d  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e ce de d his a r r i v a l  
at th e  is la n d . I n  this case, a n ti c i p a t i o n ,  
h o w e v e r ,  fe ll  f a r  s h o r t  o f  r e a l i z a t io n .  
H e  h a d  e x p e c te d  t o  r u n  th e  ga n tle t  o f  
ho stile  w a r  vessels. H o w  he h a d  n o t  
p l a n n e d .  H e  w o u l d  g l a d ly  h a v e  l e f t  
th e  isla n d  b e f o r e  t h e ir  a r r i v a l ,  a n d  he 
w e ll  k n o w  t h e y  w'ere d u e  t o  a r r i v e  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he h a d  e ffected his o w n  
la n d i n g .

B u t  the ph y s ic a l  e x h a u s t i o n  a n d  the 
ebb tid e  f o r b a d e .

I n  n o n e  o f  his c o n je c tu r e s  h a d  V a l ­
je a n  B o r d e n  d r e a m e d  o f  seeing so 
m a n y  ships at o n e  tim e — to  say n o t h i n g  
o f  e n c o u n t e r i n g  t h e m  in such an o b ­
scure n o o k  o f  the w o r l d .

B a t t l e s h ip s ,  cr u is e r s ,  t o r p e d o  c r a f t ,  
s u b m a r in e s ,  a n d  tr o o p s h ip s  w e r e  g a t h ­
e re d  co m p le te ly  a r o u n d  th e  as ye t  u n ­
c h a r te d  b i t  o f  r o c k  w h e n  he o p e n e d  his 
startle d  eyes. M a n y  th in g s  g r e w  clear 
n o w  to  the c r o u c h in g  y o u n g  m a n  h i d ­
d e n  i n  th e  cre vice  o f  r o c k  w h e r e  he 
h a d  d r a g g e d  his d i n g h y .

T h e  m y s t e r i o u s  e ffo r t s  o f  the J a p a ­
nese s t e w a r d  to  m a k e  w a y  w i t h  h i m ; 
th e  c o n t in u e d  e sp io n ag e , as he still be­
lie v e d ,  b y  J a p  a g e n t s ;  the c o m p l ic a ­
tio n s  w h i c h  h a d  arisen f r o m  the spies 
o n  his r a i l w a y  j o u r n e y  w e r e  all c le a rly  
traceable to  the present h o u r — the h o u r
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w h e n  the m ig h tie s t a r m a d a  o f  m o d e r n  
tim e s w o u l d  seek this secluded place f o r  
a final c o a lin g , ere it steamed a w a y  t o  
i n a u g u r a t e  the lo n g - a n t i c ip a t e d  stru g g le  
b e tw e e n  the w h it e  m e n  a n d  the b r o w n .

S e a r c h lig h ts  s t r e a m i n g  t h r o u g h  th e  
s e m i d a f k n e s s ; lau n che s d r o p p i n g  here 
a n d  t h e r e ;  the crash o f  w ireless f r o m  
the g r e a t flo a tin g  fo r tr e s s  f l y in g  the 
a d m i r a l 's  p e n n a n t ;  f l it t in g  t r o o p  t r a n s ­
p o r ts  w h o s e  decks w e r e  c o ve re d  w i t h  
th o u s a n d s  o f  stoic al,  silent m e n ;  first 
the s u p r e m a c y  o f  the discipline p e r v a d ­
in g  it all— this an d m u c h  t h a t  he c o u ld  
not cla s s ify  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  pe e re d o u t  
u p o n — the o n l y  w h it e  m a n  in the w o r l d  
to w itn e s s  w h a t  w as t r a n s p i r i n g .

l i e  co u ld n o t guess the m ira cle s o f  
c o a lin g  t h a t  w e r e  g o i n g  o n  at the east­
ern side o f  the i s l a n d ; a l t h o u g h  the 
du lled d e t o n a ti o n s  t h a t  c r u m b l e d  t h o u ­
sands o f  tons signified th a t som e e x ­
p lo s iv e  w a s  b e in g  u se d o n  the b i t u m i ­
n o u s cliffs,  a n d  he s h r e w d l y  c o n je c t u r e d  
t h a t  it  w a s  to  loosen th e  e x p o s e d  ve in s 
o f  fuel f o r  easier h a n d l i n g .

B u t  n o  m e r e  m e d ic a l  s t u d e n t ,  n o r  a n y  
o t h e r  C a u c a s i a n  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  w o u l d  
h a v e  s u r m is e d  t h a t  the J a p a n e s e  h a d  
a l r e a d y  erected a w o n d e r f u l  m o d e l  
“ coal h o i s t ’ ’ in less t h a n  th re e  h o u r s  o n  
that t o w e r i n g  c l i f f ; n o r  tha t t h e y  p o s ­
sessed t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  skill to  r u n  a 
w a r s h i p  w i t h i n  f i f t y  y a r d s  o f  the d e ­
posit n o r  th e  se a m a n s h ip  t o  a n c h o r  i t  
p re c is e ly in place w h i l e  it w a s  coaled 
so q u i c k l y  tha t o r d i n a r y  n a v a l  feats o f  
the same c h a r a c te r  resem bled the e f ­
f o r t s  o f  f a r m e r s  u s in g  t h e ir  b a re  h a n d s .

S h i p  a f t e r  ship steamed u p  i n t o  p o ­
s i t i o n ; ship a f t e r  ship s t o w e d  in to  its 
b u n k e r s  a ste ad y stre a m  o f  c o a l ; be­
f o r e  th e  n e x t  w a s  a n c h o re d  be n e a th  th e  
g r e a t  s p i d e r y ,  o v e r h a n g i n g  f r a m e  o f  
steel, w i t h  its bu cke ts o n  endless ch a in s, 
the Ja p a n e s e  o n  t h e  g r e a t  b la ck cliff  
w e r e  a lr e a d y  i m p a t i e n t ly  w a i t i n g  f o r  
th e  m a c h in e r y  o n  shore to  re su m e  the 
tita n ic l a b o r .

F o r  t w e n t y - f o u r  solid h o u r s ,  d u r i n g

all o f  W hic h V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  l a y  u n ­
seen in his d i n g h y ,  th e  fleet coale d.

T h e n  cam e the s u p r e m e  test o f  his 
co n c e a lm e n t.

N o  s o o n e r h a d  the last vessel ste am e d 
pa st his h i d i n g  place to  ta k e  on fu e l 
t h a n  th e  first w as a g ain  o p p o s ite  h i m ,  
b u t  th is  tim e  a little f a r t h e r  o f f  sh ore.

A  h a l f  score o f  p u f f i n g  launches 
w h i p p e d  r e a d y  p o n t o o n s  i n t o  p o s i t io n . 
I m p r o v i s e d  a n c h o r s  d r a g g i n g  f r o m  each 
side h e ld  th e  l o n g  lin e o f  p l a n k e d  boats 
i m m o v a b l e ,  save f o r  t h e  rise a n d  fa ll  
o f  the s t r u c tu r e  w i t h  the f l u c tu a t io n s  
o f  the tides.

A  tall  c h a p ,  w h o m  th e  h i d d e n  A m e r ­
ican guessed t o  be an officer o f  e n g i­
n e e rs,  m a r c h e d  s o le m n l y  a h e a d  o f  the 
s w i f t - s t r i d i n g  squ a ds o f  m e n  d r a g g i n g  
reel a f t e r  reel o f  l a r g e - d ia m e t e r  hose. 
T h e  fa u ltless p re c is io n  o f  t h e i r  m o v e ­
m e n t s  w a s  lik e  e v e r y  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h a t  m i g h * y  fleet o f  f i g h t in g  m a c h in e s  
— the s u p e r la t iv e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  'm en 
d o m i n a t e d  b y  o n e  idea— disciplin e in 
m ic r o s c o p ic  details as w e ll  as a p r e d e ­
t e r m i n e d  s t r a t e g y  o f  th e  m a ss.

F o r  som e th re e  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  th e  
q u a d r u p l e  line o f  hose e x t e n d e d  sea­
w a r d  a n d  it v a n is h e d  u p  th e  side o f  the 
fir e - b itte n  r o c k  in to  a h o l lo w  w h i c h  the 
g e yse r o v e r f l o w e d  o n  its tr ic k le  t o  th e  
sea.

“ G r e a t  g u n s !”  g r o a n e d  V a l .  
“ T h e y ’ re d r i n k i n g  u p  m y  g e y s e r !”

A  t e r rib le  suspicio n leaped in to  his 
b r a in .

W h a t  w o u l d  f o l l o w  th e  s t o r in g  a n d  
use o f  t h a t  m i r a c u l o u s ,  p re c io u s w a t e r  
o n  w a r s h i p s ?

T h e s e  m id g e t s  o f  m e n  w e r e  b e n t o n l y  
o n  c o n s e r v i n g  the last  shovel o f  fu e l  
u n t il  t h e ir  s w i f t ,  s te a lth y  s t r o k e  a g a in s t 
th e  u n s u s p e c t in g  a n d  fe e b ly  p r o te c te d  
seacoast o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  in the f a r  
n o r t h w e s t  sho u ld enable t h e m  to be su re  
o f  a n o t h e r  a b u n d a n t  coal s u p p l y .

O n c e  d o w n  P u g e t  S o u n d ,  w i t h  m y ­
ria ds o f  f i g h t in g  m e n  f r o m  those t r a n s ­
f o r m e d  liners d e b o u c h i n g  u p o n  S e a t t l e ,
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th e  coal m in es t o  the s o u t h  o f  t h a t  c ity  
w o u l d  f a ll  in to  t h e i r  h a n d s ; th e  t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n  s yste m  c o n n e c t in g  the m in es 
w i t h  the h a r b o r  w o u l d  be m a n n e d  b y  
s o ld ie r-m e c h a n ic s as efficient as tho se  
n a v i g a t i n g  the ships.

J a p a n ,  thus se cu re ly i n t r e n c h e d  o n  
the Pa c ific  s e a b o a r d ,  w o u l d  t h e n  p r o ­
ceed t o  harass the i n t e r i o r  at h e r  pleas­
u r e .

I t  w a s  all v e r y  p l a i n  to  t h e  w a t c h i n g  
y o u n g  m a n — so p la in  t h a t  it  w o u l d  ha ve  
been o b v io u s  to  a n y  o n e  k n o w i n g  th e  
c o u n t r y  a n d  th e  e n e m y ’ s i n t e n t i o n ,  e ve n  
t h o u g h  the science o f  m i l i t a r y  o r  n a v a l  
s t r a t e g y  w e r e  a sealed b o o k  in all o t h e r  
respects.

A n  a r m y  m u s t  h a v e  a b a s e ;  a n a v y  
m u s t  h a v e  coal a n d  w a t e r .

T h e n  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  v e n t e d  a l o w ,  
sinister c h u c k le .

H e  t h o u g h t  a g ain  o f  th e  i n e x t r ic a b l e  
web o f  c irc u m s ta n c e  i n t o  w h ic h  he ha d 
been t h r u s t  since he h a d  first l a n d e d  
u p o n  th is  i s l a n d ; o f  his h a r d s h i p s  ere 
r e g a in in g  V a n c o u v e r ;  o f  his fl ig h t f r o m  
the fa te  w h i c h  h a d  o v e r t a k e n  his c o m ­
p a n io n s  in th e  S e n a to r 's  g i g ;  o f  th e  
m y s t e r io u s  a n d  c o n t in u e d  e spionage b y  
the Ja p a n e s e  a n d  the m e n  he  still r e ­
g a r d e d  as t h e ir  agents .

I l o w  a b s u r d l y  sim ple  it w a s  in  v i e w  
o f  the p r e se n t d r a m a  w h i c h  n o  o n e  
gu essed he w a s  o b s e r v i n g ?

A n d  y e t  h o w  c u r io u s l y  c o m p l e x —  
h o w  f r e ig h t e d  w i t h  the w e al o r  w o e  o f  
th e  m illio n s  o f  m e n  o f  alien b l o o d ,  r e ­
lig io n s, ethics, a n d  a m b i t i o n s ,  a n d  o f  
m illio n s  m o r e  y e t  u n b o r n .

V a l j e a n  l a u g h e d  because b e h in d  it  all , 
as t h r o u g h  a glass d a r k l y ,  he f a i n t l y  
d isce rn e d the p u r p o s e s  o f  i m m u t a b l e  
p r e o r d i n a t i o n — he s a w  F a t e  at the l o o m  
t h r o u g h  w h ic h  ceaselessly p o u r s  th e  
r o u n d  o f  o cc u rre n c e s w h i c h  m e n  t e r m  
“ l i f e . ’ '

“ T h e y ’ re d r i n k i n g  u p  m y  g e y s e r ! ”  he  
w h is p e r e d .  “ T h e y ' r e  p u t t i n g  in to  t h e i r  
t a n k s  a n d  storage r e s e r v o ir s  th e  m o s t  
p re c io u s flu id t h a t  e v e r  t r ic k le d  t o  t h e

s u r fa c e  o f  the e a r t h !  A n d  t h e y  d o n ’ t 
e v e n  guess w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  b e f o r e  
t h e y  can c o v e r  t h a t  n e x t  eig hte e n  h u n ­
d r e d  m i le s .”

H e  c r o u c h e d  l o w e r  as the m a r c h i n g  
c o l u m n  h a lte d  n e a r  h i m  a n d  a l ie u t e n ­
a n t  b e g a n  w i g w a g g i n g  a signal t o  the 
ship l y i n g  j u s t  b e y o n d .

T h e  f o u r  lines o f  hose b u l g e d  as the 
p u m p s  settled in to  a ste a d y t h r o b  o n  
th e  a d m i r a l ’ s flag sh ip . T h e  r u s h  o f  the 
g e yse r's  w a t e r  a lo n g  t h e  lines o f  f l e x i ­
ble  c o n d u i t  ceased to  inte re st the 
y o u n g  A m e r i c a n  f r o m  the pe rsp e ctive  
o f  m e c h a n ic a l  d e ta il .  I t  n o w  all b u t  
p a r a l y z e d  his m i n d  w i t h  the certain 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  f o l l o w  w h e n  
th e  irre sistible  f i g h t in g  c r a f t  w h i c h  
J a p a n  h a d  m a sse d  h e re  s h o u ld  a g a in  
p u t  t o  sea.

“ G o d  p u t  t h a t  g e y s e r  t h e r e ! ”  he w h i s ­
p e r e d  to  h i m s e l f ,  in an a w e d  u n d e r t o n e ,  
“ n o t  f o r  the d e s t r u c t io n ,  b u t  f o r  the 
h e a lin g  o f  th e  n a ti o n s .  I  w o n d e r  h o w  
f a r  a w a y  t h e y ’ ll be b e f o r e  the ‘ r e s id u u m  
t h a t  w i l l  n o t  r e s o lv e ’ begins t o  m a n i ­
fe s t ?  I  h o p e  t h e y  are a g o o d  l o n g  dis­
tan ce  f r o m  w h e r e  I  a m — i f  n o t ,  I  
m i g h t  be c a u g h t  in th e  w e b  t h e y  a re  
s p i n n i n g ,  as w e ll  as t h e y .

“ W h a t  t r a n s c e n d e n t  s t u p i d i t y — w h a t  
in c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  i g n o r a n c e ! T h e  race 
is n o t  a l w a y s  t o  th e  s w i f t  n o r  the ba ttle  
t o  th e  s t r o n g .  T h e r e  is s o m e t h in g  else 
the se  O r i e n t a l s  m u s t  so m e  d a y  u n d e r ­
sta n d  b e h in d  th e  m a r c h  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
besides m e n  a n d  g u n s .  T h e y  m a y  i m i ­
t a t e , u s ,  b u t  t h e y  m u s t  also lea rn  t o  d e ­
v e l o p  the c r e a tiv e  intellect.

“ H e r e  is the m o s t  t e r rib le  t h i n g  in th e  
w o r l d  as w e ll  as th e  m o s t  be n e fice n t—  
w a t e r  f r o m  G o d ’s g e yse r— a n d  t h e y ’ re 
g o i n g  to  use it t o  m a k e  ste am  f o r  t h e ir  
b o ile rs ,  to c o o k ,  to  d r i n k !”

L y i n g  p r o n e  in th e  d i n g h y ,  p r o te c te d  
b y  th e  deep s h a d o w s  o f  the c l e ft  i n t o  
w h i c h  he  h a d  i m p u l s i v e l y  'd r a g g e d  his 
t i n y  b o a t  o n  l a n d i n g ,  V a l  ate  a n d  d r a n k .  
T h e n  he a g a in  t u c k e d  the b l a n k e ts  
a r o u n d  his in e r t  b o d y  a n d  slept.
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W h e n  he n e x t  w o k e ,  the fleet w a s  
gone.

l i e  crept s te althily  a r o u n d  the island's 
e n d .  w o n d e r i n g  i f  a n v  h a d  been l e f t  
to g u a r d  it.

N o t  a h u m a n  hieing w a s visib le.
T h e  gre a t coal d il l  bore the scars 

o f  the e x p lo s i v e ,  its crest w as sha tte re d  
a n d  slanted o b liq u e ly t o w a r d  the base 
w h e r e  the fu e l h a d  been t o r n  a w a y ;  the 
p r i n t  o f  m a n y  feet w as in the sa nd 
a lo n g  the channel in w h ic h  the g e ys e r 
again j e tte d  its w a y  to  th e  sea. T h e  
ste ad y p u ls a tio n s  w e r e  still t h r o b b i n g  
countless t h o u s a n d s  o f  ga llo n s to  the 
s u r fa c e ,  a n d  the w a t e r  w a s  a gain p u r l ­
i n g  m e r r i l y  o v e r  the sam e course it h a d  
ta k e n  since t h e  isla n d  cam e i n t o  be in g .

A t  fl o o d tide Y a l  flo ate d his little 
boat.

M e  stepped the m a s t ,  ringed th e  sail, 
m a de  e v e r y t h i n g  t a u t  a n d  secure, 
squ in te d at the c h r o n o m e t e r ,  scanned 
the co m p a ss, n o t i n g  the w i n d  w a s  f r o m  
the n o r t h ,  a n d ,  i n w a r d l y  c o m m e n d i n g  
his soul to  his C r e a t o r ,  he sta rte d  his 
l o n g  h o m e w a r d  j o u r n e y .

S o m e w h e r e  to the so u th a n d  east o f  
h i m  w a s  th a t m i g h t y  a r m a d a .  I t  m u s t 
tr a v e r s e  the same distance to reach the 
U n i t e d  S tate s th a t he m u s t  c o v e r .  A n d ,  
as V a l  w e ll  k n e w ,  the re  lay the m o s t  
te rrib le  pe ril  o f  all— not s t a r v a t i o n  o r  
w r e c k  o f  his little d i n g h y  in the c h a r t ­
less w aste s— not c a p t u re  b y  th e  fo e  th a t 
w a s  p r e p a r i n g  to  strike  his n a tiv e  lan d 
w it h  the same subtle c r a f t  th a t t h e y  h a d  
d e liv e re d  th e ir  first b l o w  against R u s s i a  
ye a rs b e f o r e — b u t s o m e t h in g  so t r a n s -  
c e n d e n tly  m o r e  m a li g n  in its f r i g h t f u l  
capacities f o r  d e s t r u c t io n  tha t n o  c o m ­
p a r is o n  w a s  possible because the w ho le  
h i s to r y  o f  the w o r l d  he ld n o  parallel 
f o r  w h a t  J a p a n 's  fleet w o u l d  u n d o u b t ­
e d l y  e x p e r ie n c e .

W h o  co u ld say h o w  m a n y  miles d is ­
tant f r o m  the f o g - w r e a t h e d  island th a t 
a w f u l  b l o w  w o u l d  fa ll?  W h o  could  
fo re te ll  the scope o f  th e  d e v a s t a tio n

t h a t  w o u l d  f o l l o w  ? W h o  co u ld  v i s u a l ­
ize the e x t e n t  o f  the final ca ta s tr o p h e ?

" T h e y ’ re g o i n g  to  boil the w a t e r  f r o m  
the g e y s e r  o f  C o d , "  w h is p e r e d  the 
w h i t e - f a c e d  y o u n g  m a n ,  as the n ig h t  
a g a in  d r e w  d o w n  u p o n  his fr a g il e  little 
boat to ssin g f r o m  one w a v e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  
the s po rt o f  the fa t h o m l e s s ,  limitless 
ocean o n  w h ic h  he h a d  e m b a r k e d .

" T h e  g e yse r o f  G o d  !”  he repeated 
d u l l y .  “ W e l l ,  as f a r  as 1 m a y  he f r o m  
l a n d — a n d  I  m a y  n e v e r  ge t m u c h  closer 
— a n d  as f r a il  as m y  b o a t  is, I  feel s o r r y  
f o r  those f e l l o w s !  T h e y ’ re b r o w n  a n d  
w e ’ re w h i t e .  T h e y ' r e  a g g re s s iv e  and 
w e ’ re c o n fi d e n t ,  m a y b e  w i t h o u t  re aso n . 
B u t  w h a t  a te r rib le  tale th e  w o r l d  w ill  
h e a r — i f  i t  e v e r  does h e a r — o f  w h a t  b e ­
fell t h a t  fleet, b e f o r e  a n o t h e r  t w e n t y -  
f o u r  h o u r s !"

T h e  r is in g  w i n d  soon r e q u ir e d  all 
B o r d e n ’ s m e a g e r  skill  to  ke e p th e  little 
c r a f t  f l y i n g  b e f o r e  it. I f  t w o  o f  th e  
p u r s u i n g  w a v e s  in succession sh o u ld  
p o u n c e  d o w n  o n  h i m  f r o m  b e h i n d ,  V a l  
w a s  sure he w o u l d  g o  to the b o t t o m .  
H e  t r i m m e d  th e  little sail w i t h  r a re  skill 
f o r  a l a n d s m a n ,  m e e t in g  th e  gu sts w i t h  
a sla c k e n in g  o f  th e  sheet a n d  a t w i t c h  
o f  the w h e e l to ke e p f r o m  s w e r v i n g  
b r o a d s id e  o n .

U n d e r  the circ u m sta n c e s he held to  
his course q u it e  w e ll .  B u t  the lo n g  
h o u r s ,  w i t h  t h e ir  ceaseless w a t c h f u l ­
ness, w e r e  v e r y  f a t i g u i n g .  H e  still h a d  
some ga soline in his t a n k s ,  b u t  this he 
w a s  r e s e r v i n g  f o r  the tim e  w h e n  the 
w i n d  sh o u ld  die a w a y .

N o w  a n d  a g a in  he m o is te n e d  his lips 
f r o m  one o f  the v a c u u m  bo ttle s. H e  
used his s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r  v e r y  s p a r in g l y .  
B u t  a l w a y s  his eyes w e re  s w e e p in g  th e  
h o r i z o n  f o r  so me sign o f  th e  f i g h t in g  
c r a f t  w h ic h  l e f t  the island a h e a d  o f  
h i m  in the h o p e  t h a t  lie m i g h t ,  b v  some 
m i r a c l e  o f  a m a t e u r  s e a m a n s h ip ,  a v o id  
t h e m .

T h e  w i n d  died d o w n  g r a d u a l l y  an d 
the sea becam e c a lm e r t o w a r d  m i d n i g h t .  
V a l  w a s  q u ic k  to  a v a il  h i m s e l f  o f  a litv
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t!c rest. F o r  n e a r l y  t w e l v e  h o u r s  h e  
h a d  battle d w i t h  the w a v e s .  I t  w a s  an 
u n a c c u s t o m e d  o c c u p a t io n  a n d  e ntailed 
a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  
s t r e n g th .

N o w  he f o u n d  t h a t  th e  w h e e l c o u ld  
he lashed an d the sheet m a d e  fa s t .  H e  
w a s  s ittin g  i d l y  in the s te r n ,  r e c u p e r ­
a t i n g  a little o f  his lost e n e r g y ,  w h e n  
o u t  o f  the d a r k n e s s  a s h o r t  distance 
a w a y ,  a ro c k e t rose in a b r i ll ia n t  c u r v e .

l i e  g a v e  an i n c re d u lo u s  gasp o f  j o y  
as he w h i p p e d  o p e n  a lo c k e r  in w h ic h  
he h a d  secreted signals o f  the sa m e  so rt 
f o r  a possible e m e r g e n c y .  F o r  the w h i f f  
o f  m o m e n t a r y  b r ill ia n c e  w h ic h  the o t h e r  
rocket h a d  r i p p e d  t h r o u g h  the m u r k y  
d a rkn e ss h a d  r e ve a le d  the lost Sfarmx&L,

11 is a n s w e r i n g  signal b r o u g h t  a blast  
f r o m  the siren in q u ic k  response.

F i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  late r V a ! j e a n  B o r ­
de n  sa w  his d i n g h y  r is in g  to  the sam e 
d a v i t s  w h e r e  it h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  h u n g ,  
a n d he leaped f r o m  it to  the deck.

“ C o m e  b e l o w , please, C a p t a i n  H a l e , ”  
he r e m a r k e d ,  le a d in g  the w a y  to his 
o w n  cabin.

T h e  S p a rr o w 's  c o m m a n d e r  o b e y e d . 
I n w a r d l y  he w a s  eager to he a r w h a t  his 
o w n e r  ha d to  o f f e r .  B u t  the lo y a l  h e a r t  
o f  h i m  w as a lr e a d y  w a r m i n g  t o w a r d  
one he had a lm o s t g i v e n  u p f o r  lost, as 
lie n o te d  the p h le g m a tic  y e t  assu re d 
h e a r i n g  o f  the r e t u r n e d  m a n .

“ S it  d o w n ,  c a p t a i n .”  said Y a l .  closin g 
the d o o r  to his ca bin . “ I d o n ’t k n o w  
h o w  to e x p r e s s  m y  g r a tif ic a t io n  at f i n d ­
i n g  y o u  so o p p o r t u n e l y .  I  t h i n k  I ' v e  
l iv e d  m o r e  in the last .three w e e k s  t h a n  
am- rather m a n  o f  m y  age— p a r t i c u l a r l y  
in the last fo r t y - e i g h t  h o u r s .  H o w  does 
it come that y o u  d i d  not fa ll  i n t o  tire 
h a n d s  o f  the J a p a n e s e ? ”

“ T h e  cru ise r b e h in d  ns w a s  an A m e r ­
i c a n ,”  replie d C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  s t u d y i n g  
the f r a n k  face across the table. H i s  
r e lie f  w as g r o w i n g .

Y a l ’ s surprise  w a s v e r y  a p p a r e n t .
“ C a n  it be po ssible ?"

“ T h e y  sent a b o a t  t o  i n t e r r o g a te  m e ,  
s i r .”

“ O f  A m e r i c a n  officers a n d  sa ilo r s ? ”
“ U n q u e s t i o n a b l y ,  s i r ."
Y o u n g  B o r d e n ’ s eyes c o n t r a c t e d  in a 

t h o u g h t f u l  f r o w n .
“ B u t  w h y  d id  t h e y  send a sho t across 

o u r  b o w s ? ”  he d e m a n d e d .  “ A n d ,  as I  
recall th in g s  t h a t  e v e n t f u l  m o r n i n g ,  th e  
c ru is e r w as f l y i n g  n o  flag . W h a t  ship 
w as i t ? ”

“ T h e  C a lifo rn ia ,  sir. Y o u  are qu ite  
r ig h t  a b o u t  the absence o f  the flag— I 
rais ed the same p o i n t  w i t h  the officer 
w h o  cam e a b o a r d  a n d  insisted u p o n  
s e a rc h in g  u s,  s i r . ”

T h e  p e r p l e x i t y  o n  B o r d e n ’ s face 
d e e p e n e d . H e  m e r e l y  signaled the c a p ­
ta in  to  c o n tin u e .

“ T h e r e  w a s  a civ ilia n  w i t h  the b o a t's  
c r e w ,  M r .  P h e l p s , ”  w e n t  o n  C a p t a i n  
H a l e ,  w i t h  a trace o f  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .  
“ H e  said th a t the o w n e r  o f  the S p a r ­
r o w  w a s a c r o o k ,  a ja il  b r e a k e r ,  a m u r ­
d e r e r — a n d  w a n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n m e n t  
o f  the U n i t e d  S tate s f o r  e v e n  w o r s e  
c r i m e s .”

V a l  t h r e w  b a c k  his head a n d  l a u g h e d  
u p r o a r i o u s l y .  /

“ P r a y  g o  o n ,  c a p ta in — this is m o s t  
i n t e r e s t i n g ,”  sa id he.

“ W e l l ,  sir,  I  c o u ld  o n l y  tell t h e m  t h a t  
y o u  h a d  l e f t  the S p a r r o w  u n d e r  the i m ­
pre ssio n  t h a t  th e  cr u is e r  b e h i n d  us w as 
also a Japanese  m a n - o f - w a r .  H e  a p ­
p e a r e d  v e r y  dissatisfied, b u t  I  ‘ stood 
p a t , '  as y o u  A m e r i c a n s  sa y. 1 even 
w e n t  u p  to w h e r e  m y  o r d e r s  f r o m  y o u  
w e r e  t o  t a k e  the S parrozv—  lo n g it u d e  
o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y - s e v e n  degrees 
eig hteen m i n u t e s  fift e e n  seconds w e st 
b y  f i f t y - f i v e  degrees t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  
t w e n t y - s e v e n  seconds n o r t h  la t i tu d e .

“ O n  a r r i v a l  I  s o u n d e d  the siren r e ­
p e a t e d ly  a n d  sk irte d  th a t little isla n d, 
t r y i n g  to get a trace o f  y o u .  I  fa il e d ,  
a n d  w h e n  1 sa w  a g r e a t  fleet o f  ships 
w h o s e  s m o k e  w e  ha d seen the same 
m o r n i n g  c o m i n g  d o w n  u p o n  th a t hit o f  
r o c k ,  I  r a n  o f f  to the east, sir. I  h a ve
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been c r u is in g  a r o u n d ,  t r y i n g  to  find 
y o u ,  a lt h o u g h  m y  im p u ls e  w a s  v e r y  
s t r o n g  to steam d ir e c tly  ba ck to V i c ­
t o r ia ,  in v i e w  o f  all the p e c u lia r  th in g s 
w h a t  ha ve  h a p p e n e d  since w e le f t  th a t 
p o r t . "

V a l  n o d d e d .  H e  w as at a loss f o r  a 
r e p l y .  T h e  p e c u lia r c h a r a c te r  o f  the 
r e m a r k s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  the c iv ilia n  w h o  
ha d b o a r d e d  the S p a r r o w  m y s t i f ie d  h i m . 
T h e  fa c t th a t a cr u is e r  o f  the g o v e r n ­
m e n t  w as also in p u r s u i t  o f  h i m  s h o w e d  
h o w  serious the m y s t e r io u s  situ a tio n  
had becom e.

A t  last  he s p o k e :
“ W h a t  k i n d  o f  a c ha p w a s  this f e l ­

lo w  y o u  m e n t i o n e d ? "
“ W e l l ,  sir ,  lie w a s n o t  e x a c t l y  a t a l k ­

a tive  p e r s o n — b y  t h a t  I  m e a n  g a r r u l o u s .  
H e  seemed to  be a m i d d l e - a g e d  m a n ,  
n o t  o v e r  t h i r t y - l i v e ,  I  ta k e  it. H e  w o r e  
a n eat g r a y - c h e e k e d  s u it ,  a n d  he c a r ­
ried h i m s e l f  as i f  he w e r e  a m a n  o f  
a u t h o r i t y . "

“ I  t h i n k  I ' v e  seen h i m  b e f o r e , "  re­
m a r k e d  the S p a r r o w ’s  o w n e r .  “ 1 d o  n o t  
p r e t e n d  to  u n d e r s t a n d  his statem en ts 
a b o u t  m y  c o m m i t t i n g  offenses such as 
he m e n t io n e d  to y o u .  H e ’ s e it h e r  m i s ­
t a k e n  o r  l y i n g . "

“ T h a t  c ivilian  also said t h a t  y o u r  
n a m e  w as n o t  P h e l p s ,  s i r , ”  w e n t  on 
C a p t a i n  H a l e .  “ H e  g a v e  y o u  a n o t h e r  
n a m e — v e r y  u n li k e  the o n e  y o u  g a v e  
w h e n  y o u  b o u g h t  th e  y a c h t ,  s i r .”

. “ W h a t  n a m e  d id  he  ascribe to m e ? ”
“ B u r d e n  o r  B o r e m a n — s o m e t h in g  o f  

tha t k i n d .  I  d i d  n o t  n o te  it d o w n ,  a n d  
so m u c h  has h a p p e n e d  since th a t I  c a n ­
n o t  e x a c t l y  recall i t . "

" D o n ’ t t r y , "  said V a l ,  w i t h  a w i n ­
n i n g  smile. " C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  I  d e e p ly 
appre ciate  y o u r  l o y a l t y  a n d  f a i t h f u l ­
ness. I  shall o n ly  ask y o u  t o  exercise 
those same qualities u n t il  w e  are again 
in V i c t o r i a .  I  m a y  then t a k e  y o u  f u r ­
th e r  in to  m y  co nfidence. E v e n t s  w ill  
d e t e r m i n e . "

C a p t a i n  H a l e  rose.

“ \  e r y  w e li ,  sir. H a v e  y o u  a n y  o r ­
d e r s ? "

“ H o w  so on can y o u  m a k e  V i c t o r i a : "
“ I t  w ill  all d e p e n d ,  s i r ."
“ O n  w h a t  ?"
“ O n  the c ru ise r t h a t  h a lte d  us b e ­

f o r e  an d t h e  o t h e r  fo r e ig n  ships w e  
s ig h te d , s i r ."

“ I  u n d e r s t a n d .  C a p t a i n  H a l e .  I  w a s  
m u c h  closer t o  those vessels t h a n  I  
w is h  t o  be a g a in . 1 shall t r u s t  t o  y o u r  
j u d g m e n t  as a n a v i g a t o r  to  b r i n g  us 
b a c k  t o  V i c t o r i a  s a f e ly .  B u t ,  i f  w e  
sight the C a lifo rn ia ,  y o u  w ill  please sig­
na l h e r  w i t h o u t  d e l a y  t h a t  th e  S p a r ­
r o w ’s  o w n e r  is a g ain  o n  b o a r d .  I  w i s h  
t o  h a v e  speech w i t h  t h a t  c i v i li a n ,  as 
w e ll  as-------- "

T h e r e  w a s  a s o u n d  o f  an o p e n i n g  
d o o r .

A  m a n  b u l k e d  f r o m  th e  t i n y  w a r d ­
robe- i m m e d i a t e l y  b a c k  o f  w h e r e  V a l -  
j e a n  B o r d e n  w a s  sittin g.

“ W h y  n o t  t a l k  h e r e ? ”  said N u m b e r  
S e v e n ,  c o m i n g  a r o u n d  th e  table.

C H A P T E R  X I V .
ENEMIES EVANESCENT.

“ W i t h  all m y  h e a r t , "  in c is iv e ly  r e ­
t o r t e d  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n .  “ C a p t a i n  
H a l e ,  as so on as y o u  h a v e  laid the 
c o u r s e ,  y o u  m a y  r e t u r n .  I  desire y o u  
t o  be p r e s e n t d u r i n g  th is  i n t e r v i e w .  B y  
t h e  w a y ,  s i r , ”  he t u r n e d  t o  S e v e n ,  “ b y  
w h a t  n a m e  a m  I  to  a d d re ss y o u  ?’ ’

" J o n e s , ”  c r y p t i c a l l y  replied S e v e n ,  
l i g h t i n g  a cigar a n d  p u f f i n g  it w i t h  
relish.

S ile n ce  e nsued u n t il  C a p t a i n  H a l e  re­
e n t e re d  the cabin. V a l  placed a c h a ir  
f o r  th e  n a v i g a t o r  n e x t  his o w n .

“ M r .  J o n e s , "  he q u ie t l y  b e g a n ,  “ y o u  
h a v e  evin ce d m u c h  interest in m y  a f ­
f a i r s  o f  late— a lo n g  w i t h  several o t h e r  
g e n t le m e n . W h y ? ”

“ O r d e r s , "  p h l e g m a ti c a ll y  r e t u r n e d  
S e v e n .

“ F r o m  w h o m ? ”
“ M y  s u p e r i o r s ."
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“ D o  y o u  care t o  i n t im a te  w h o  y o u r  
s u pe rio rs a r e ? "

“ N o t  n o w .  L a t e r  y o u  w ill  k n o w  
t h e m . "

" N o t  b e t t e r  th a n  I  d o  n o w .  p e r h a p s / ’ 
m e a n i n g l y  r e t u r n e d  the y o u n g  m a n .  
“ H o w  came y o u  he re on m y  b o a t ? "

“ I  clim b e d b a c k  unse en o v e r  the rail  
f r o m  the lau n ch as w e  w e r e  le a v i n g  a 
e<>up1e o f  d a y s  a g o ."

“ T o n  h a v e  been here since?"
" Y e s / '
“ H a v e  y o u  e a te n ? "
S e v e n  s h o o k  his he ad.
B o r d e n  pressed the pu sh  b u t t o n  c o n ­

n e c tin g  w i t h  the s t e w a r d 's  p a n t r y .  
T h a t  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c r e w  p r o m p t l y  
a p p e a r e d .

“ Y o u  w ill  please se rve  su p p e r  f o r  t w o  
in this r o o m , ”  dire cted the o w n e r .  
“ H a v e  y o u  a n y  p r e fe r e n c e s ,  M r .  
Jo n e s  ?”

" S o m e  eggs,  s o f t  b o i le d — o p e n  t h e m  
h e r e .”

“ A  ste a k , m e d i u m ,  w i t h  po ta to e s au 
g r a t i n ,  a n d  c o ffe e ,”  o r d e r e d  B o r d e n .

“ Y e s ,  s i r , ”  said the s t e w a r d ,  as he 
h u r r i e d  o u t .

“ Y o u  h a v e  seen tit t o  m a k e  some 
r a th e r  serious c h a r g e s  a gain st m e , ”  
w e n t  on the y o u n g  m a n ,  t u r n i n g  a g a in  
to tire i n t r u d e r .  “ I  w a n t  to k n o w  w h a t  
such e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n d u c t  o n  y o u r  
p a r t  m e a n s. Y o u  say y o u  a re  a c tin g 
u n d e r  o r d e r s .  A r e  t h e y  issued b y  the 
same a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  d ire c te d  y o u ,  w i t h  
o th e r m e n ,  to f o l l o w  m e  to m y  hotel in 
N e w  Y o r k ,  e n te r  m y  r o o m ,  b r e a k  o pen 
m y  bagga ge , a n d  then t r y  to asce rta in  
m y  sub sequent plans ?”

“ T h e  s a m e ,"  replie d S e v e n ,  in  his 
m o n o t o n o u s  voice.

“ W h a t  is the n a m e  o f  the p r i v a t e  d e ­
te ctive  a ge n cy w i t h  w h i c h  y o u  are co n ­
n e c te d ? ”

“ D i d  I  m e n t io n  such an a g e n c y ? "
“ N o .  N e i t h e r  h a v e  y o u  denied it . I  

a m  r e f e r r i n g  to the p r i v a t e  dete ctive  
a ge n cy re tain e d  b y  the Ja p a n e s e  w h o  
f o l l o w e d  m e  across the c o u n t r y  to m o r e

easily ha rass m e . Y o u  are a m e m b e r  
o f  the sam e a g e n c y ,  are y o u  n o t ? ”

S e v e n  r e m a i n e d  sile nt, h u t  a p p e a r e d  
r e stive . H e  co u ld  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  
p r o m p t e d  th e  q u e r y ,  n o r  c o u ld  he r e p l y  
a n d  disclose th e  real c h a r a c te r  o f  his 
o c c u p a tio n .

“ Y o u  th e n  p r o c e e d e d  to f o l l o w  m e  
f r o m  N e w  Y o r k  w e s t w a r d , ”  w e n t  o n  
B o r d e n ,  i n e x o r a b l y  k e e p i n g  u p  the a d ­
v a n t a g e  he p e r c e iv e d  h a d  been g a in e d .

“ Y o u  w e r e  n o t  alo n e . E v e n  in V i c ­
t o r i a ,  u n d e r  the B r i t i s h  flag, b o t h  the 
J a p a n e s e  a n d  a n o t h e r  o f  y o u r  l a w ­
b r e a k i n g  associates w e r e  p r e s e n t.  T h e  
O r i e n t a l  t r ie d  to  kill  m e  as I  w a s  r e ­
t u r n i n g  to m y  y a c h t .  A  f e w  blo cks f a r ­
t h e r  a lo n g  a n o t h e r  m a n ,  w h o  I  h a v e  
reason to  believe w a s  also c o o p e r a ti n g  
w i t h  y o u ,  a tt e m p t e d  m o r e  in t e r fe r e n c e .  
H i m  I  sho t. T o - n i g h t  I  d is c o v e r  y o u  a 
trespasser o n  m y  ship— f o r  w h a t  o b j e c t  
I  d o  n o t  k n o w . ”

H e  p a u s e d ,  l e a n i n g  o v e r  the table , 
h o l d i n g  the o ld e r  m a n ’ s eyes w i t h  his 
o w n ,  w h ic h  w e r e  b l a z i n g  w i t h  defiance.

" Y o u  h a v e  m a li g n e d  m y  c h a r a c t e r ,  
y o u  h a v e  accused m e  o f  crim es w h ic h  
I  h a v e  n e it h e r  c o m m i t t e d  n o r  c o n t e m ­
p la t e d . N o w ,  M r ,  J o n e s ,  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  
w h o  y o u  a re . I  d o  n o t  e ve n  k n o w  w h o m  
y o u  c la im  to re p r e s e n t— n o r  d o  I  care. 
1 a m  a l a w - a b i d i n g  A m e r i c a n  citiz e n .

" T h e r e f o r e  I  w a r n  y o u  t h a t  I  shall 
s u b m it to n o  e xe rcise  o f  y o u r  a u t h o r i t y ,  
real o r  p r e t e n d e d ,  u n til  I  k n o w  y o u  b o t h  
possess a u t h o r i t y  a n d  are l a w f u l l y  e x ­
ercisin g it. I f  y o u  a t t e m p t  to i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  m e  in a n y  w a y ,  u n t il  m y  pre se n t 
business is fin ish e d. I ’ ll use w h a t e v e r  
m e a su re s I  d e e m  necessary to pro te ct 
m y s e l f  an d t h e  business I  h a v e  in h a n d .

“ Y o u  a re  on a ship w h i c h  I  o w n .  
A s  soon as th e  c ru is e r C a lifo rn ia  is 
s ig h te d , I  shall signal h e r ,  g o  a b o a r d ,  
a n d  i n f o r m  h e r c o m m a n d e r  o f  m y  e x ­
pe rience w i t h  y o u .  I  shall tell h im  w h a t  
I  suspect. I n  v i e w  o f  w h a t has t r a n s ­
p i r e d  a n d  o f  w h a t  is to f o l l o w ,  I  shall 
be g u i d e d  b y  his i n s t r u c t io n s . O t h e r ­
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w is e , I  shall t u r n  y o u  o v e r  to  the a u ­
tho rities at V a n c o u v e r ,  c h a r g i n g  y o u  
w i t h  suspected c o m p l ic it y  in an a tt e m p t  
to m u r d e r  m e — a n d ,  w h e n  I  a m  a t  lib ­
e r t y  to  d o  so, I ' l l  l o o k  u p  the o t h e r  m e n  
lik e w is e  i n v o l v e d . "

S e v e n  b l in k e d .  H i s  face w o r e  a l o o k  
o f  a s to n i s h m e n t ,  bu t n o t h i n g  o f  p e r ­
t u r b a t i o n  w a s  e v i d e n t .

" C a p t a i n  H a l e , "  w e n t  o n  V a l ,  " b e ­
fo r e  this m a n  J o n e s  came o u t o f  his 
h i d i n g  place, h a d  I  n o t  a lr e a d y  i n s t r u c t ­
ed y o u  to signal the C a lifo rn ia ? ”

“ Y o u  c e r ta in ly  h a d ,  s i r . ’ ’
‘ ‘T h o s e  in s t r u c t io n s  c o n tin u e  in 

fo r c e . A s  c o m m a n d e r  o f  this ship y o u  
w il l  now' search M r .  J o n e s  f o r  w e a p o n s . 
I f  he resists--------’ ’

T h e  little a u t o m a t ic  w a s  o v e r  S e v e n ’ s 
h e a rt  b e fo r e  he d i v i n e d  the p u r p o s e  o f  
the y o u n g  m a n  a cro ss t h e  table.

C a p t a i n  H a l e  r e m o v e d  a h e a v y - c a l i-  
bered pistol f r o m  the o t h e r ’s breast 
po c ke t.

“ T h e r e  are some pa pe rs h e r e ,  s i r , "  
he o b s e r v e d .

“ R e m o v e  all d o c u m e n t s ,  seal t h e m  in 
a p ackage u n r e a d ,  m a r k  it  w i t h  M r .  
J o n e s ’ n a m e , a n d  e n te r  th e  f a c t  in the 
s h ip ’s l o g ,"  snapped B o r d e n .  “ M r .  
J o n e s ,  is th e r e  . a n y t h i n g  y o u  care to 
say ?"

S e v e n  s tu died h i m  w i t h o u t  r e p l y i n g .
T h i s  d e t e r m in e d  y o u n g  m a n  m a n i ­

fe sted n o n e  o f  the g u ilt  w h i c h  c rim in a ls  
u s u a lly  e x h i b i t .  I n  speech a n d  actio n 
he w a s  i m p e t u o u s ; b u t ,  u n d e r  the p r e s ­
ent c irc u m sta n ce s, w i t h i n  his rig h ts .  
A l s o ,  he w a s  e m i n e n t l y  f a i r  in th e  dis­
p o sitio n  o f  the p a p e rs t a k e n  f r o m  
S e v e n ’ s p e r s o n .

D i m l y  the S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  a ge n t 
began t o  discern t h a t  his p r e se n t be­
liefs r e g a r d in g  B o r d e n ’ s past w e r e  
la r g e ly  s u rm is e , p a r t l y  d e d u c t i o n ,  a n d ,  
aside f r o m  his i n c o m p r e h e n s ib le  be­
h a v i o r ,  based m o r e  o n  su spicions th a n  
fa cts.

L o n g  e x p e r ie n c e  w i t h  u n u s u a l ly  
c le ve r m e n . h o w e v e r ,  ha d m a de  S e v e n

sagacious. H e  k n e w  t h a t  some m i n d s  
a re  p h e n o m e n a l l y  a s t u t e ; t h a t  t h e ir  
o w n e r s  seize on circ u m sta n c e s to m a k e  
b l a c k  a p p e a r  w h it e .

B u t ,  i n v a r i a b l y ,  so f a r  as his o w n  e x ­
perien ce  r a n ,  such c le v e r  m e n  l e f t  o p e n  
th e  w a y  f o r  t h e ir  u l t i m a t e  u n d o i n g .

A s  th e  s t e w a r d  e n te re d  w i t h  t h e ir  
m e a ls ,  S e v e n  p h l e g m a t i c a ll y  accepted 
t h e  i n e v it a b le ,  m o v i n g  his c h a ir  a little 
f a r t h e r  b a c k  as he c o n t in u e d  his re v e r ie .  
T h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  e n ab le d  h i m  t o  p la n  
a n e w  a tta c k .

C a p t a i n  H a l e  r e t u r n e d  t o  the de ck.
I f  y o u n g  B o r d e n  k e p t  his w o r d ,  

S e v e n  h a d  n o t h i n g  to  f e a r .  A s i d e  f r o m  
the p r e se n t in c o n v e n i e n c e ,  his p o s it io n  
w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s a n  i n to le ra b le  o n e . 
W h e n  the s t e w a r d  h a d  l e f t  a n d  b o t h  
m e n  w'ere e a tin g  r a v e n o u s l y ,  t h e  b a r ­
r ie r  b e t w e e n  t h e m  g r e w  p e r c e p t i b ly  
less.

S e v e n  p o u r e d  his second c u p o f  c o f ­
fe e  t h o u g h t f u l l y .

“ Y o u  a ske d  m e  i f  I  h a d  a n y t h i n g  t o  
s a y ,  M r .  B o r d e n . ”

“ Y e s ,  s i r . "
" I  sh o u ld  like  to  a s k  a f e w  q u e s ­

t i o n s .”
“ P r o c e e d .  I  re s e r v e  th e  r ig h t  to  r e p ly  

o r  k e e p  silent, as y o u  h a v e  seen fit to 
d o . "

“ V e r y  w e ll .  W h a t  w a s  y o u r  p u r p o s e  
in l e a v i n g  th e  C a f e  C e c il  w i t h o u t  f i n ­
is h in g  y o u r  d i n n e r  th a t n i g h t  in N e w  
Y o r k ? ”

“ I  wdshed t o  rid  m y s e l f  o f  e s p io n ­
a g e ."

“ Y o u  k n e w  tha t I  w a s  f o l l o w i n g  y o u  
o n  the t r a i n  betw'een G r a n g e r  a n d  S o d a  
S p r i n g s  ?”

“ I  suspected it— y e s . "
" A n d  th e n  v o u  l e f t  the t r a i n ? ”
“ I  d i d . "
“ W h y ? "
" L o r  the same reason I  l e f t  the C a f e  

C e c i l — I  I f  a n te d  n o  p r y i n g  i n t o  m y  a f ­
f a i r s . "

" Y o u  w'ere engage d in s o m e t h in g  o f  
i m p o r ta n c e
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" O f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i m p o r t a n c e — a n d  
se c re c y.”

“ D i d  t h a t  business necessitate y o u r  
c o m i n g  u p  i n t o  th e  A r c t i c  O c e a n  all  
these m i le s ? ”

“ M y  business, M r .  J o n e s ,  is m y  o w n  
co n c e r n . A n d ,  as it  is still u n fin i s h e d ,  
I  shall decline t o  discuss a n y  p h a se  o f  
it . W h y  d o  y o u  a s k ? ”

“ I t  strike s m e  as p e c u lia r  t h a t  y o u r  
a r r i v a l  sh o u ld  coincide w i t h  t h a t  o f  a  
fleet o f  w a r  vessels f r o m  a n o t h e r  n a ­
t i o n . ”

“ M y  a r r i v a l  w a s  d e la y e d — as y o u  
k n o w — a n d  because o f  reasons f o r  
w h ic h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  associates w e r e  
l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s ib le .”

S e v e n  s c r u t in i z e d  t h e  s p e a k e r  ca re ­
f u l l y .

“ Y o u  se emed t o  e x p e r ie n c e  n o  diffi­
c u l t y  in a g a in  l e a v i n g  th e  lo c a lit y  o f  t h e  
fleet,”  he d r y l y  o b s e r v e d .

V a l  fl u she d. T h e  i m p li c a t io n  w a s  u n ­
m is ta k a b le .

“ I  w as n o t  seen b y  a n y  o n e  a r o u n d  
o r  u p o n  t h a t  i s la n d ,”  h e  r e t o r t e d . “ I  
p r e p a r e d  f o r  w 'h a t I  h a d  t o  d o  as w e ll  
as I  co u ld b y  p r o v i s i o n i n g  t h e  d i n g h y  
f o r  use in a n  e m e r g e n c y . W h e n  th e  
a n tic ip a te d  o b s t r u c t io n  h i n d e r e d  m y  
use o f  the S p a rr o w ,  I  t o o k  t o  the sm a ll  
b o a t .”

“ A l s o ,  y o u  f o u n d  y o u r  y a c h t  a g a i n , ”  
h a z a r d e d  th e  p s e u d o  M r .  J o n e s ,  w i t h  
i r r i t a t i n g  g r a v i t y .

“ A  f o r t u n a t e  a ccid e n t,  as C a p t a i n  
H a l e  w i l l  t e s t i f y .  I  h a d  n o  idea w h e r e  
th e  S p a r r o w  w a s  o r  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  e v e r  
see it  a g a in . I n  f a c t ,  I  h a d  g i v e n  it  u p  
f o r  lo st ,  b e lie v in g  th e  C a lifo rn ia  a  
Ja p a n e s e  m a n - o f - w a r . ”

S e v e n  n o d d e d ,  w i t h  a p r e t e n d e d  u r ­
b a n i t y .

“ Y o u  w i l l  concede t h a t  these c o in ­
cidences m i g h t  a ro u se  s u s p i c io n ,”  he r e ­
m a r k e d ,  w it h ’ a h a l f  smile. “ F e w  p e o ­
ple k n o w  o f  t h a t  i s la n d .”

“ F o u r  o t h e r  m e n  k n e w  o f  it beside 
m y s e l f , ”  r e plie d B o r d e n  q u i e t l y ,  “ be­

cause t h e y  w e r e  w i t h  m e  w h e n  I  first 
vis ite d  i t . ”

“ H a v e  y o u  a n y  o b je c t io n  to  s ta tin g  
t h e  circ um sta n ce s r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  recent 
v is it  ?”

“ I  p r e f e r  to  m a k e  m y  s ta te m e n t to 
pe o ple  in a u t h o r i t y .  I  shall g o  to  W a s h ­
i n g to n  v e r y  soon a f t e r  m y  r e t u r n  to  the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .”
«  T h e  s t e w a r d  ca m e  in t o  r e m o v e  the 
dishes.

“ I f  y o u  care t o  g o  o n  d e c k ,  M r .  
J o n e s , ”  said B o r d e n ,  “ y o u  m a y  d o  so. 
P e r h a p s ,  in s t e a d ,  y o u  w ill  accept a n ­
o t h e r  c i g a r ? ”

“ T h a n k  y o u — I ' m  r a t h e r  t ir e d  a n d  
w i l l  re tire  e a r l y ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  n o  o b j e c ­
t i o n s .”

“ N o n e  w h a t e v e r ,  I  assure-------- ”
T h e  sentence r e m a i n e d  u n fin i s h e d .
A  s a ilo r leaped d o w n  the c o m p a n i o n -  

w a y  a n d  u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y  b u r s t  i n t o  the 
ca bin .

H i s  v o ic e  tr e m b l e d  as he a ddre sse d 
B o r d e n .

“ C a p t a i n  H a l e ’s c o m p l im e n t s ,  sir ,  a n d  
w i l l  y o u  please c o m e  o n  d e c k  w i t h o u t  
d e l a y ?  T h e r e ’ s s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  u n ­
u s u a l-------- ”

“ I n  w h a t  w a y ? ”  s h a r p l y  replied th e  
o w n e r .

“ C a p t a i n  H a l e  w il l  e x p l a i n ,  s i r . ”  
T h e  v o ic e  b r o k e  in  a q u a v e r  o f  a l a r m  
so m a r k e d  t h a t  it b r e d  a n e w  d i s m a y  in 
t h e  h e r e t o f o r e  u n d a u n t e d  y o u n g  m a n  
t o  w h o m  he w a s  s p e a k in g . A s  t h e y  
t u r n e d  to  ascend t o  th e  d e c k ,  V a l  n o ­
tic ed t h a t  the fe llo w ' c o u ld  h a r d l y  w a l k .

T h e  m a n  c a llin g  h i m s e l f  J o n e s  f o l ­
l o w e d .

A s  the three e m e r g e d  a n d  w a l k e d  
f o r w a r d  t o w a r d  the wdieelhouse t h e y  
p e r c e iv e d  the fig u re  o f  C a p t a i n  H a l e  
w i t h i n ,  b e n d i n g  o v e r  th e  co m pa ss.

W h e n  t h e y  e n te re d , th e  f a i n t  l ig h t  
f r o m  the b in n acle  l a m p  s h o w e d  t h a t  his 
u s u a l ly  r u d d y ,  wdiolesome fa c e  w a s  
p a s t y  w'hite a n d  a g l i m m e r  o f  f e a r  
d r o w n e d  t h e  b r i g h t  reso luteness o f  his 
eyes.
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“ W h a t ’ s w r o n g ,  C a p t a i n  H a l e ? ”  
aske d B o r d e n .

“ I  a m  u n a b le  t o  s a y ,  sir ,  b u t  w h a t ­
e v e r  it is, it places us in  a p o s itio n  o f  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  pe r il .  W a t c h  th e  needle, 
s i r . ”

B o t h  B o r d e n  an d J o n e s  b e n t o v e r  it 
i n t e n t ly .

T h e  infa llib le  a d j u n c t  to n a v i g a t i o n  
w a s  " m o v in g  e r r a t i c a l l y  across the fa ce 
o f  the fig u r e d  c h a r t .  I t  w o u l d  h o l d  to 
its n o r m a l  p o s itio n  f o r  on e  i n s t a n t ,  th e n  
s w e r v e  to  the east— a g ain  to th e  w e st 
o r  s o u t h ,  th e n  a im le ssly a n d  w i t h  a 
m y s t i f y i n g  i r r e g u l a r i t y  at v a r io u s  su b­
d i v i s io n s  o f  the c a r d in a l  p o in ts .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  m a k e  o f  i t ? ”  said 
B o r d e n  t o  the d e te ctiv e .

H e  sh r u g g e d  his s h o u ld e rs .
“ I  n e v e r  s a w  b u t  on e  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  

b e h a v e d  in such p e c u lia r f a s h i o n , ”  r e ­
plie d the m a n ,  w it h  a s a tu r n i n e  sm ile ,  
“ a n d  th a t w a s  a t h re e -le g g e d  de vice  
called a p la n c h e t t e ,  m o v i n g  a r o u n d  the 
a l p h a b e t .”

B o r d e n  t u r n e d  to the S p a r r o w 's  c o m ­
m a n d e r .

“ I  h a v e  seen s o m e t h in g  o f  this be­
f o r e  in these l a t i t u d e s ,”  he e x p l a i n e d .  
“ W h e n  the S en a to r  w a s  lost w e  h a d  
the same t r o u b le .  B u t  th e re  is n o  sign 
o f  the vo lc a n ic  d is tu rb a n c e  w h ic h  o c­
c u r r e d  o n  t h a t  o c c a s io n ."

C a p t a i n  H a l e  l e f t  the w h e e l,  l in k e d  
his a r m  w i t h  the o w n e r ’ s, a n d  led the 
w a y  to the f a r  e n d  o f  the b r i d g e .

“ I f  y o u  w il l  l o o k  t h e r e ,  s i r , ”  he w h i s ­
p e r e d ,  “ y o u  m a y  see s o m e t h in g  t h a t  
s t r o n g ly  suggests a n o t h e r  e r u p t i o n .”

B o r d e n  t u r n e d  to c o m p l y .
T h e r e  w as a p e c u lia r  g l o w  to  th e  

south a n d  east o f  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  
l y i n g .  I t  w a s  b r i ll ia n t ,  y e t  s t r a n g e ly  
d i ffu s e d . A l s o ,  it w a s  r is in g  r a p i d l y .

“ I f  it w e re  in the n o r t h , ”  o b s e r v e d  
H a l e ,  “ on e  m i g h t  be e x c u s e d  f o r  be­
l ie v i n g  it a m a n if e s t a t io n  o f  the a u r o r a  
borealis. B u t  the d ir e c tio n  as w e ll  as 
the nearness o f  the t h i n g  m a k e s  th a t 
e x p la n a t i o n  im p o s s ib le .”

5 B

S e v e n  ca m e  o u t  o f  th e  w h e e lh o u s e . 
B o r d e n  b e c k o n e d  t o  h i m .  “ W h a t  d o  

y o u  m a k e  o f  t h a t  ?”  he q u e r ie d .
T h e  p e c u lia r  a n d  in d e fin a b le  r a d i ­

ance w a s  i n c re a s in g  w i t h  p r o d i g i o u s  
r a p i d i t y .  S e v e r n  pe e re d  o u t  at it ,  t h e n  
s h o o k  his he a d .

“ B e a t s  m e , ”  said he la c o n ic a lly .  “ D o  
y o u  k n o w  w h a t  it is? ”

“ I  d o , ”  i m p e r t u r b a b l y  re p lie d  B o r ­
d e n ,  t u r n i n g  to  n o t e  th e  r e lie ve d  l o o k  
o n  C a p t a i n  H a l e ’ s fa c e . “ N e v e r  m i n d  
y o u r  c o m p a s s ,  c a p t a i n , ”  he c o n t in u e d .  
“T h e r e ,  at least, is a p o i n t  to steer b y .  
U t i l i z e  i t . ”

“ B u t  w h i c h  w a y  shall I. he a d  the 
y a c h t ,  sir ?"

“ P r o c e e d  s l o w l y  t o w a r d  t h a t  l ig h t ,  
u n t i l  w e  h a v e  a b e t t e r  l o o k  at it. T h e n ,  
w h e n  I  g i v e  th e  w o r d — get a w a y  f r o m  
it  at f u l l  speed— i f  y o u  e v e r  e x p e c t  t o  
see V i c t o r i a  a g a i n .”

“ B e g  p a r d o n ,  M r .  P h e l p s , ”  e x p o s t u ­
lated the c o m m a n d e r ,  “ I  h o p e  y o u ’ re 
n o t  t a k i n g  a n y  chances o n  o n e  o f  the 
v o lc a n o e s  w h ic h  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  h e r e ­
a b o u ts  a f e w  m o n t h s  a g o .”

“ I ’m  t a k i n g  w o r s e  c h a n c e s ,”  c a lm l y  
r e p lie d  B o r d e n ,  " a n d  w i t h  a  v a s t l y  
m o r e  t e r rib le  ele m e n t o f  d e s t r u c t io n  
t h a n  the m ig h tie s t v o l c a n o  h i s t o r y  
k n o w s .  B e  k i n d  e n o u g h  to  o b e y  m y  
o r d e r s  l i t e r a l l y ,  C a p t a i n  H a l e .  P r o c e e d ,  
u n d e r  h a l f  speed, u n t il  I  g i v e  th e  o r d e r  
t o  t u r n — th e n  r u n  f o r  i t . ”

“ W h i c h  w a y ,  s i r ? ”  a s k e d  C a p t a i n  
H a l e  o v e r  his s h o u ld e r.

“ W h a t e v e r  w a y  y o u  find easiest t o '  
steer— a n d  o nce y o u  s t a r t ,  d o n ’t stop 
u n t il  the lig h t is b e l o w  the h o r i z o n . ”  

S e v e n  t o u c h e d  the b r o o d i n g  y o u n g  
m a n ’ s a r m .

“ M a y  I  a sk w h a t  t h a t  i s ? "  h e  a s k e d ,  
w i t h  a n e w  respect in his vo ice .

“ I ’ll s w a p  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  y o u , ”  
flashed the o w n e r .  “ W h a t  is y o u r  real 
n a m e  a n d  w h a t  is y o u r  b u sin e ss?”

“ M r .  B o r d e n ,  it distresses m e to  re­
fu s e  y o u  a r e p l y .  T h e r e  a r e  v i t a l  rea­
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son.-, w h y  I  m u s t k e e p  th a t i n f o r m a t i o n  
to m y s e l f , "

" A l l  rig h t.  B u t  y o u  w o n ' t  m i n d  te ll­
in g  m e  w h y  y o u  w e r e  f o l l o w i n g  m e ,  
w ill  y o u  ?”

“ I  m u s t  g i v e  y o u  the same a n s w e r ,  
sir. X o t  t h a t  I  w is h  to  a p p e a r  o b d u r a t e  
o r  u n c iv il — bu t I  h a v e  n o  choice in the 
m a t t e r , "

“ I ’ ll g iv e  y o u  o n e  m o r e  chance, M r .  
J o n e s .  W e r e  y o u  e m p l o y e d  b y  the 
J a p a n e s e  to f o l l o w  m e ,  b r e a k  into  m y  
r o o m , search m y  possessions, a n d  i n t e r ­
fe r e  w i t h  m y  p l a n s ? ”

“ I  can assure y o u  t h a t  I  w a s  n o t. 
Q u i t e  the c o n t r a r y ,  sir. I  h a v e  a lw a y s  
b e lie v e d — a n d  h a v e  n o  re aso n  at this 
tim e  t o  change m y  f o r m e r  v i e w s — tha t 
yo u  w e r e  iden tified w i t h  th a t n a t i o n . ”

“ Y o u r  f r a n k n e s s  is r e f r e s h i n g , ”  
g r u n t e d  B o r d e n  sa rcastically. " I  w is h  
I V !  k n o w n  all th a t a f e w  w e e k s  a g o . I t  
w o u l d  h a v e  saved me m u c h  i n c o n v e n i ­
ence. M a y  I  at least a s s u m e , M r .  J o n e s ,  
since y o u  came f r o m  the cr u is e r  C ali­
fo rn ia ,  th a t  y o u  are in g o v e r n m e n t  e m ­
p l o y  ?”

“ I  m u s t de clin e to e ith e r  a f f i r m  o r  
d e n y  a n y t h i n g  y o u  a ssu m e , M r .  B o r d e n  
—  f o r  reasons w h ic h  I  h a v e  a lr e a d y  
s t a t e d .”

“ T h a n k  y o u . "
“ I f  y o u  w ill  p e r m i t  m e ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  

in te n tio n  o f  o ffe n s e , I s h o u ld  like to  
repeat m y  f o r m e r  q u e s tio n  r e g a r d i n g  
w h a t  is h a p p e n i n g  o f t  t h e r e , ”  said 
S e v e n ,  w a v i n g  his h a n d  in th e  d ire ctio n  
o f  the u n a c c o u n ta b le  r a d ia n c e ,  n o w  
s p r e a d in g  f a r  o u t  across the h o r i z o n  
an d dispe llin g the m u r k  o f  th e  n ig h t  as 
ii some b e h e m o t h  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  h a d  
risen f r o m  the ocean bed.

“ O h ,  t h a t , "  replied Y a f  i n d i f f e r e n t l y ,  
“ is some o f  the same s t u ff  I  h a v e  in the 
d i n g h y  o v e r  t h e r e .”

S e v e n  ^tared.
T h e n  a ho a rse  c r y  b r o k e  f r o m  his 

lips, a n d  he clutched the rail  o f  the 
b r id g e  f o r  s u p p o r t .

l l i s  s h o u t o f  a l a r m  b r o u g h t  C a p t a i n

H a l e  to  w h e r e  th e  t w o  w e r e  s t a n d in g . 
T h e  old  sea d o g  d i d  n o t  e cho t h a t  yell  
o f  m i n g l e d  a s to n i s h m e n t  a n d  t e r r o r .  
H i s  fa cu ltie s w e r e  to o  p e t r ifie d . H e  
c o u ld  b a r e ly  ga sp  as he c o n t in u e d  to  
stare, w i d e - e y e d  a n d  d u m b ,  at the a w e ­
i n s p i r i n g ,  t e rrific  spectacle r is i n g  a b o v e  
the h o r i z o n .

T h e  same tita n ic  a r m a d a  o f  J a p a n e s e  
w a r s h i p s  a n d  t r o o p  t r a n s p o r t s  w a s  c o m ­
in g  r a p i d l y  in to  v i e w .

B u t  h o w  t e r r i b l y  ch a n g e d  f r o m  th e  
p r o u d ,  de fia n t aspect t h e y  bo re  w h e n  
first seen.

E v e r y  f r a g m e n t  o f  t h e ir  steel bod ie s 
w a s  g l o v i n g  w i t h  som e s u p e r h u m a n  
l ig h t — an i ll u m i n a t i o n  h i t h e r t o  u n ­
d r e a m e d  in the e x p e r ie n c e  o f  all the 
w o r l d .  B o w  o n  t h e y  w e r e  r u s h in g  a i m ­
lessly t h r o u g h  the w a t e r — s t r e a m i n g  
fire f r o m  t h e ir  h u g e  f u n n e l s ,  b e lc h in g  
iridescence f r o m  t h e ir  t h r e a t e n i n g  g u n  
t u r r e t s ,  s h o w e r i n g  the same m y s t i c a l ,  
a l l - p e r v a d i n g  ra d ia n c e  f r o m  t h e ir  m i li ­
t a r y  m a s t s ,  decks, a n d  sides.

L i k e  g r o t e s q u e l y  m o d e r n i z e d  replicas 
o f  t h e  /-'A iiu j D u tch m a n , t h e y  to re  
t h r o u g h  the w a v e s ,  the h o r r i d ,  t e r r i f y ­
in g  scintilla tio ns o f  c o ld ,  p h o s p h o r e s ­
cent light m o c k i n g  the flag o f  the R i s ­
i n g  S u n  w h ic h  each vessel c a r rie d .

“ i meat H e a v e n ! ’ ’ b r e a t h e d  S e v e n ,  
s h u d d e r i n g  as his p a n ic - s tr i c k e n  fa ce  
t u r n e d  t o w a r d  the u n t r o u b l e d  c o u n t e ­
nance o f  the y o u n g  m a n  at his side. 
" W h a t  is it ,  B o r d e n ? ”

“ Y e s , ”  echoed C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  his 
b a r e ly  a u d ib le  w h i s p e r  r a t t l i n g  in his 
t h r o a t ,  “ w h a t  is i t ? ”

“ W e  a r c  close e n o u g h ,  c a p t a i n ,”  said 
B o r d e n .  “ B r i n g  the S p a r r o w  a b o u t  
an d r u n  at fu ll  speed d i r e c t ly  a w a y  
f r o m  t h e m . T h e r e  w il l  be a m o r e  te r ­
rible spectacle p r e s e n t l y .”

I l i s  c a lm , i n e x o r a b le  accents 
m a t c h e d  th e  g r a v i t y  o f  his fe a t u r e s . 
H u m a n  as he u n d o u b t e d l y  w a s .  he a p ­
pe a re d to the o t h e r s  at t h a t  a p p a ll i n g  
m o m e n t  an a rc h a n g e l o f  o m n i p o t e n t  
w r a t h ,  p r o n o u n c i n g  the i n f le x ib le  j u d g ­
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m e n t  decreed f r o m  th e  b e g i n n in g  o f  tiie 
v  a r id .

C a p t a i n  I l a l e  sta g g e re d  b a c k  to the 
wh.ee! lu rise.

A s  the S parrozi'  w h i r l e d  in a n a r r o w  
circle an d the t h r ill  o f  the tu r b in e s  b e ­
n e ath t h e ir  feet re sp o n d e d  to th e  signal 
the c o m m a n d e r  t e le g r a p h e d  to  th e  e n ­
gine r o o m ,  B o r d e n  spoke a gain .

" L e t  us go a f t  a n d  w a t c h  th e  rest o f  
the p l a y ,  M r .  J o n e s .  I  i m a g in e  it w ill  lie 
a l o n g  tim e  b e f o r e  the stage is set f o r  
a n o t h e r  t r a g e d y  o f  this m a g n i t u d e .”

S e v e n  f o l l o w e d ,  a n d  C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  at 
B o r d e n ’ s re q u e st,  also j o i n e d  t h e m .

" T h a t  b ig  d r e a d n o u g h t  in th e  f o r e ­
g r o u n d , ”  e x p l a i n e d  B o r d e n ,  ” is the 
M a n ch u ria ,  the a d m i r a l 's  flag ship. S h e  
is the p r id e  o f  th e  Ja p a n e s e  n a t i o n —  
a n d  the d r y  docks th a t w e r e  b u i lt  to  
a c c o m m o d a t e  h e r  w e r e  a t h o u s a n d  fe e t 
l o n g e r  t h a n  e v e n  E n g l a n d  h a d  e ve r 
b u i lt .  B u t ,  l o o k  at h e r n o w !”

T h e  t w o  o t h e r  m e n  fa ste n e d  t h e ir  
g a ze  u p o n  the m i g h t y  b a ttle s h ip ,  w h i c h  
seemed to  hesitate,  th e n  stagger.

B e f o r e  t h e ir  a m a z e d  eyes a n o t h e r  i n ­
credible e v e n t o c c u r r e d .

T h e  M a n ch u ria  seemed s u d d e n l y  to 
g r o w  t r a n s p a r e n t .

H e r  sides d is s o lv e d ,  y e t  co h e r e d ,  a n d  
a m o m e n t a r y  flare o f  re d shone a n g r i l y  
in the vita ls  o f  the ship.

S t ill  r a d ia t in g  the g h a s t ly  l ig h t ,  h e r  
steel sides one m o m e n t  as t r a n s lu c e n t  
as plate glass, the M a n ch u ria  a t  the 
n e x t  raised h e r  m i g h t y  p r o w  clear f r o m  
the w a t e r ,  a n d  a p p e a r e d  to  leap f r o m  
th e  e le m e n t t o  w h ic h  she h a d  been d e d ­
icated.

A c r o s s  th e  i n t e r v e n i n g  miles ca m e  a 
s t u p e n d o u s ,  a l l - d o m i n a t i n g  r o a r .  T h e n  
a cyclonic blast o f  w h i r l i n g  gases s w e p t 
the three o b s e r v e r s  t o  the de c k  o f  the 
Sparrozi'. T h e  m i g h t y  o cean b e n e a th 
t h e m  tr e m b l e d  w i t h  the t h u d  o f  the 
h a m m e r  o f  n i t r o g e n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  e x ­
p l o d i n g  m a g a z i n e  sm o te  it f r o m  a b o v e . 
T h a t  s u d d e n l y  fr e e d  fo r c e  beca m e  a 
c y lin d e r  o f  s u p e r la t iv e  p o w e r — v e n t i n g

in on e  h id e o u s  c o n v u l s io n  the a c c u m u ­
lated t e r r o r  till  t h a t  m o m e n t  w e d g e d  in 
th e  b o w e ls  o f  t h a t  B r o b d i g n a g i a n  b a t ­
tle ship f o r  the d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  P a ­
cific coast se a b o a rd .

T h e  w a v e  w h i c h  u p r e a r e d  b e h i n d  the 
S p a r r o w  seemed to  reach th e  s k y .  B u t  
its hissin g crest b r o k e  in a c u rl  o f  f o a m  
j u s t  a b a f t  th e  m a d l y  fleein g little v e s ­
sel, a n d  the th re e  m e n  g a z i n g  o n  the 
i n e x p r e s s ib le  c a t a s t r o p h e  escaped w i t h  
o n l y  a w e t t i n g .

S t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  b l a c k  h e a r t  o f  th e  
n i g h t  the r a c in g  y a c h t  c o n t in u e d  to 
p l u n g e .  B e h i n d  h e r  th e  m i g h t ie s t  fleet 
o f  f ig h t in g  c r a f t  t h a t  a n y  n a t i o n  e v e r  
g a t h e r e d ,  h e m m i n g  in a h u n d r e d  t r a n s ­
f o r m e d  lin e rs c r a m m e d  w i t h  i n f a n t r y ,  
a r t i l l e r y ,  a n d  c a v a l r y ,  sta g g e re d  a i m ­
lessly h i t h e r  a n d  t h i t h e r — m i n g le d  in 
the m e l t i n g  p o t  o f  in fin ite  w r a t h —  
s h o w e r e d  f r o m  th e  h e a v e n s  a b o v e  b y  
th e  shreds o f  th e  a n n i h i la t io n  o f  the 
i l l - f a t e d  fla g sh ip .

C a p t a i n  H a l e ,  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  a n d  
S e v e n  c r e p t ,  a t  last, b a c k  t o  the b r i d g e .  
T h e n  t h r o u g h  the h e a v y  blackness 
ahe ad o n  the l o w - l y i n g  clo ud s a b o v e ,  
a p p e a r e d  th e  l ig h t  reflected f r o m  the 
fu n n e ls  o f  a n o t h e r  m a s s iv e  vessel.

“ I  t h i n k  t h a t  m a y  be the C a lifo rn ia , 
C a p t a i n  H a l e , ”  o b s e r v e d  B o r d e n .  “ S u p ­
pose y o u  signal h e r ? "

- C H A P T E R  X V .
HOMEWARD BOUND.

T h e  te le g r a p h  o p e r a t o r  in  O - P  
T o w e r  leaned f r o m  his w i n d o w  a n d  
s n u ffe d  his r e p e a te r  w a t c h  th e  second 
th e  n e b u lo u s  m ass o f  e n gine  a n d  P u l l ­
m a n s  w h i r l e d  th e  tail lights u n d e r  the 
i m a g i n a r y  line d r a w n  b e t w e e n  the w i n ­
d o w  sash p a r a l l e l i n g  his eye a n d  th e  
sca rre d pin e  o n  th e  o t h e r  side o f  the 
cut.

T h e  “ l i g h t n i n g  j e r k e r ”  w a s  p r o u d  o f  
t h a t  r e p e a te r,  a n d  p r o u d e r  still o f  his 
j o b  in  O - P  T o w e r ,  g u a r d i n g  the cross­
o v e r s  a n d  p a ssing t r a c k  o f  the steel r i b -
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buns r e a c h in g  t h e i r  g l e a m i n g  length 
e a s t w a r d .  T h e  re p e a te r w a s  e vidence 
o f  th e  c o m p a n y ’ s a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  his 
f i d e l i t y ;  th e  difficult  t o w e r  j o b  s h o w e d  
t h a t  he w a s  still a l o n g  w a y  f r o m  the 
p e n s io n  list.

B u t  his fa c e  w a s  d u b i o u s  as he 
o p e n e d  t h e  k e y  a n d  called the n e x t  sta­
t i o n .

“ I f  this h e re  c lo c k ’ s g e t t i n g  l a m e  in 
th e  cogs, I ’ ll be u p  o n  the c a r p e t f o r  
h a v i n g  a b u m  tim e  d i p p e r , ”  he r u m i ­
n a te d . “ I ’ve  seen so m e  s pe e din g o v e r  
this d i v i s io n  in ten y e a r s — b u t  tha t spe­
cial is c e r t a in ly  sin g in g  r a g t i m e  w i t h  
e v e r y  h o o t !”

T h e  s o u n d e r  sn a p p e d  the a n s w e r  
f r o m  the m a n  he wuis calling.

“ S p e cial N u m b e r  E i g h t e e n ,  east- 
b o u n d ,  passed O - P  T o w e r  at n i n e - f i v e , ”  
he a n n o u n c e d .

" O .  K . , ”  r a ttle d the o t h e r  o p e r a t o r .
“ S a y ,  J e r r y , ”  w e n t  o n  th e  t o w e r  m a n ,  

s lit h e r in g  his p l a t i n u m  p o i n ts  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  the glib  coherence w h i c h  m a d e  
h i m  the m a r v e l  o f  all the d i v i s io n  o p e r ­
ato rs f o r  r a p id  s e n d in g ,  “ be su re a n d  
get tha t r i g h t — n in e - fi v e ,  n o t  n i n e - f i f ­
teen. A t  the ra te  e ig h te e n ’ s h i t t i n g  the 
g r i t  she’ ll r a m b le  to  the c ity  a n d  b a c k  
again  b e fo r e  the sun gets o v e r  his s u r ­
prise. B e t t e r  nail d o w n  the loose s w a g  
on y o u r  de s k  o r  she'll  suck e v e r y t h i n g  
t h r o u g h  the w i n d o w  o f  t h a t  shack o f  
y o u r s . ”

T h e r e  w a s  reason f o r  the o p e r a t o r 's  
s e m i h u m o r o u s  w a r n i n g .

T h e  special,  o n  the last leg o f  a t r a n s ­
c o n tin e n ta l  j o u r n e y ,  w a s  a lr e a d y  f a r  
ahe ad o f  all p r e v i o u s  t im e  re co rds f o r  
the same distance.

“ M u s t  h a v e  a wdiole h a t f u l  o f  
m o n e y , ”  g ro w de d the o p e r a t o r  in O - P  
T o w e r ,  clo sin g his k e y — “ a w h a le  o f  a 
l o t , ”  he re p e a te d ,  “ to  g o  p o u n d i n ’ th e  
r ig h t  o f  w a y  t o  pieces like t h a t .  W o n ­
d e r  i f  D e a t h  V a l l e y  S c o t t y ’ s f o u n d  a n ­
o t h e r  g l o r y  h o le ?  H e  r a n  the closest 
to  t h a t  o f  a n y  m a n  e x c e p t H a r r i m a n  I  
e v e r  h e a r d  o f . ”

T h e  special h e ld t w o  m e n ,  besides the 
p o r t e r s  a n d  c r e w — S e v e n  a n d  Y a l j e a n  
B o r d e n .

A l s o  i t  n o t  o n l y  c a rrie d  the details 
o f  a n a t i o n ’ s r e p r ie v e  f r o m  a p r o l o n g e d ,  
needless w a r  w i t h  a f o r e i g n  p o w e r ,  b u t  
a m ira c le  o f  h e a lin g  f o r  o n e  w h o s e  l i f e  
w a s  h a n g i n g  in the balance u n t il  t h a t  
t h r e e - c a r  p r o j e c ti le  w o u l d  strike  h o m e  
in th e  N e w  Y o r k  t e r m i n a l .

Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  w a s  sp e n d in g  m o n e y  
l a v is h l y  in his final e f f o r t  to o be y the 
i n s t r u c t io n s  o f  D o c t o r  H u g h  F i t z m o r -  
ris.

S e v e n ,  scarcely less i n s c ru ta b le  t h a n  
b e f o r e ,  f o r  o t h e r  reasons w a s  f u l l y  as 
a n x i o u s  t o  reach W a s h i n g t o n .

T h e  C a lifo rn ia ,  c o n v o y i n g  th e  t i n y  
S p a rro iv  d o w n  the A r c t i c  u n t il  V a n ­
c o u v e r  w a s  r e a c h e d , h a d  h e lpe d the 
speed p r o g r a m  q u ite  m a t e r i a l l y .  T h e  
t r a i n  w as w a i t i n g  w h e n  the S p a r r o w  
d o c k e d .  W i r e l e s s  messages f r o m  the 
c ru is e r w h ile  still at sea sent r a i h v a y  
officials s c u r r y i n g  f o r  t h e ir  c r a c k  e q u ip ­
m e n t  ; s h u n t e d  t h e ir  p r o u d  lim i t e d  
t r a i n s  i n t o  s i d i n g s ; s tim u la te d  o p e r a to r s  
a n d  section m e n  to a r ig id  vig ila n c e  
o v e r  the m u l t i t u d e  o f  traffic o r d e r s ,  all  
t h a t  the last possible second o f  t im e  
m i g h t  be h o a r d e d  o n  t h a t  r u n  o f  thre e  
t h o u s a n d ,  on e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y - t w ’O 
m ile s f r o m  ocean to  ocean.

" I  w o n d e r  w’ h y  the C a lifo rn ia  h a d  so 
m u c h  t r o u b le  wuth h e r  w ire le ss t h a t  
n i g h t ? ”  m u s e d  S e v e n ,  as Y a l ,  f o r  the 
fi ft ie t h  tim e  since t h e y  h a d  sta rte d  east, 
inspected the row’ o f  crates r e s t in g  o n  
pillo w ’ s, w h i c h ,  in t u r n ,  re po se d o n  
sprin gs a lo n g  the cu sh io n e d  seats o f  the 
P u l l m a n .

N o  m o t h e r  w i t h  an a ilin g  babe c o u ld  
h a v e  been m o r e  d e v o t e d  th a n  the f o r ­
m e r  m e d ica l s t u d e n t  to  those m y s t e r i ­
o u s ,  de lica te ly h a n d le d  co n ta in e rs. 
S e v e n  k n e w — o r  t h o u g h t  he d i d — so m e ­
t h i n g  o f  the n a t u r e  o f  t h e ir  co n te n ts.

B u t  th e  reticent y o u n g  m a n  w a t c h i n g  
o v e r  t h e m  v o l u n t e e r e d  n o  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
H e  k e p t  his o w n  c o u n se l,  i m p li e d l y  con-
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s e a tin g  t o  a tacit  t r u c e  be tw e e n  the 
agent o f  th e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  
h i m s e l f ,  u n t il  N e w  Y o r k  sh o u ld  be 
reached.

“ O n c e  I  h a v e  finished m y  b u s in e s s ,”  
he to ld  the m a n  w h o  h a d  p u r s u e d  h i m  
so l o n g  a n d  so f a r ,  " I  a m  e n t ir e ly  at 
y o u r  dispo sa l. U n t i l  t h e n — w e ll ,  i f  y o u  
f a n c y  t h a t  I  a m  a m a n  t o  be tre ate d 
carelessly,  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  I  to ld  y o u  
I  k n e w  w h a t  ailed t h a t  J a p  fleet, th a t 
I  also h a v e  the sa me d o p e  u n d e r  m y  
h a n d  n o w ,  a n d  can ge t p l e n t y  m o r e  o f  
it at a n y  t i m e . ”

T h a t  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  all V a l j e a n  B o r ­
den w o u l d  say.

B e y o n d  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  C a p t a i n  
J l a w l e y ,  o f  the C a lifo rn ia ,  in S e v e n 's  
presence, the n e w s  th a t the J a p a n e s e  
fleet w o u l d  n e v e r  a g a in  be seen o n  a n y  
coast, he m e t  all in q u irie s  w i t h  an o b ­
d u r a t e  reticence.

H e  r e fu s e d  t o  tell w h y  he h a d  com e 
to the A r c t i c .  H e  n e it h e r  a ffirm e d  n o r  
d e n ie d th a t he w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in the 
u n p r e c e d e n te d  a n d  a p p a ll i n g  disa ste r 
w h ic h  h a d  o v e r t a k e n  the w o u l d - b e  i n ­
va d e r s .

" I s n ' t  it b e tte r  f o r  y o u  to  r e m a i n  a b ­
so lu te ly i g n o r a n t  o f  a n y t h i n g ,  C a p t a i n  
H a w l e y ? ”  q u e r ie d  B o r d e n ,  w i t h  slight 
a s p e r it y ,  a f t e r  r e m a i n i n g  silent u n d e r  a .  
n u m b e r  o f  q u e stio n s.

“ I  w a s  sent o u t  here f o r  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n , "  r e to r te d  the n a v a l  officer, f lu s h ­
i n g  h o t ly .

“ T h a t ’s j u s t  the p o i n t , "  c o u n t e r e d  the 
y o u n g  m a n .  “ Y o u  w e r e  sent here t o  
get i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  y o u  fa ile d  to  get 
it . W h y  get pe e vish  w h e n  y o u  c a n n o t  
get it f r o m  m e ?  T h e  t h i n g  y o u  e x ­
pected t o  m a t e r i a li z e  has d is a p p e a re d . 
I f  t h a t  w a s  re ally the J a p a n e s e  fleet, 
an d y o u  h a v e  n e it h e r  first n o r  se c o n d ­
h a n d  official o r  p r i v a t e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  
its w h e r e a b o u t s ,  t h e r e ’s n o  chance f o r  
a n y  d i p l o m a t i c  o r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  b r a w l  
o v e r  y o u ,  is t h e r e ? "

C a p t a i n  H a w l e y ’ s eyes w id e n e d .
" Y o u  sa w  this fleet in the d is ta n c e ,”

w e n t  o n  B o r d e n .  “ Y o u  n e v e r  sa w  it 
a g a in . Y o u  fire d  o n e  sho t o n  this cruise 
— across th e  b o w s  o f  m y  b o a t .  Y o u r  
e x e c u t i v e  officer, y o u r  v a r i o u s  s u b o r d i ­
n a te s, e v e n  th e  m e n  o f  th e  c r e w ,  k n o w  
n o t h i n g .  H e n c e ,  w h a t e v e r  the re su lt  to 
J a p a n ,  at least A m e r i c a  c a n n o t  be 
c h a r g e d  w i t h  d e s t r o y i n g  vessels o f  th a t 
c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  a d e c la ra t io n  o f  w a r . "

“ H e ' s  r i g h t ,  A l e c , ”  r e m a r k e d  S e v e n ,  
as Y a l  rose a n d  s tro lle d o u t  o f  the c a p ­
ta in 's  c a b in . “ Y o u  h a v e  n o  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
o v e r  his p e r s o n . I  h a v e  h i m  te ch n ica lly  
u n d e r  a r re s t.  W e ’ re g o i n g  b a c k  to  the 
S t a t e s ."

“ B u t  w h a t  p u t  t h e m  o u t  o f  bu s in e s s ? "  
insisted the v e x e d  officer.

“ Y o u  can search m e , ”  g r a v e l y  re p lie d  
S e v e n .  " W h a t e v e r  it  w a s ,  it w a s  so me 
d o p e ,  all  r i g h t .  H e l l  w a s  loose f o r  a 
f e w  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  the s k y  ra in e d  g u n s ,  
steel a r m o r ,  a n d  m e n  f r o m  the M a n ­
churia  f o r  h a l f  an h o u r .  I ’m  g o i n g  to 
h o ld  b a c k  the details u n t il  I  ge t to 
W a s h i n g t o n . ”

" W h a t  a b o u t  this m u r d e r  c h a r g e ? "
" A l e c ,  I  h a v e n 't  g o t  to  the b o t t o m  o f  

t h a t  y e t .  T h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  this k i d  w a s 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  the J a p s ,  h o w e v e r ,  is v e r y  
im p r o b a b l e .  I t  n e v e r  w as a n y t h i n g  b u t  
a t h e o r y ,  a n d  a f t e r  w h a t  I  s a w  I ’m  sure 
th e  t h e o r y  w a s  e r r o n e o u s .  H e ’s b u s y  
w i t h  s o m e t h in g  a n d  is t a k i n g  it s o m e ­
w h e r e .  I ' m  g o i n g  to stick a r o u n d  u n til  
he's b a c k  in N e w  Y o r k .  T h e n  w e 'll  
b o t h  g o  o n  to W a s h i n g t o n . ”

A s  th e  t r a i n  t h u n d e r e d  e a s t w a r d ,  
S e v e n  co n c lu d e d  t h a t  he h i m s e l f  k n e w  
p r a c t ic a lly  n o t h i n g  r e g a r d i n g  the co n ­
tents o f  those crates, w h i l e  he s u r m is e d  
the t a c it u r n  B o r d e n  knew' f a r  m o r e  o f  
his o w n  o c c u p a tio n  th a n  he o f  the 
f o r m e r  f u g i t i v e 's .

W i t h  S e v e n  an u n k n o w n  b u t  a d m i t ­
t e d l y  e x is t e n t  f a c t o r  o f  a p r o b l e m  p o s ­
sessed a fa s c in a t io n  i n v e r s e l y  p r o p o r ­
tio n e d  to the d e la y  w i t h  w h i c h  it w a s 
id e n tifie d . T h a t  w a s  th e  p u r p o s e  b e ­
h i n d  his t e n ta t iv e  r e m a r k  co n c e r n in g  
the C a lifo rn ia ’s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  " r a i s e ”



70 THE cPOcPULJlcR MAGAZINE

B r e m e r t o n  f o r  f u l l y  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  
f o l l o w i n g  the m e e t in g  w i t h  th e  S p a r ­
ro w .

V a l  d i v i n e d  the a m b u s c a d e  l u r k i n g  
b e h in d  the o th e r w is e  in n o c u o u s  q u e r y .  
T h e  persistence o f  “ M r .  J o n e s ’ ’ h a d  
a m u s e d  h i m  h i g h ly  since the t w o  ha d 
r o a r e d  o u t  o f  V a n c o u v e r .

" W h y  ho ld p o s t - m o r t e m s  o v e r  de a d 
issues?" p a r r ie d  B o r d e n ,  “ especially 
w h e n  y o u  w ill  soon h a v e  the ple asu re  
o f  t r o t t i n g  out p r o o f  o f  m y  m a n i f o l d  
crim es ? Y o u  o u g h t  to  be m a U i n g  a list 
o f  the witnesses in t h a t  m u r d e r  episode ; 
y o u r  fo r e s ig h t  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  p r o c u r e d  a 
p h o t o g r a p h e r  to m u g g  m e  w h ile  w e  h u r ­
ried east. J u s t  f a n c y  w h a t  a c o z y  
d a r k  r o o m  the p o r t e r ’ s linen closet 
w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e !"

T h e  b i t in g  satire h it  h a r d  at S e v e n ’ s 
p r i d e . H e  w a s a lr e a d y  satisfied in his 
o w n  m i n d  t h a t  Y a l j e a n  B o r d e n  w a s  n o  
m o r e  the m u r d e r e r  o f  N u m b e r  T w e n t y -  
five t h a n  he w a s . F o r  one t h i n g ,  th ere 
could h a ve  been n o  possible m o t i v e  f o r  
the c r im e — n o w  th a t B o r d e n ’ s m is s io n ,  
w h a t e v e r  it w a s ,  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  
a id in g  th e  J a p a n e s e .

S o  S e v e n  ig n o re d  the t h r u s t  a n d  t o o k  
c o g n iza n c e ,  inste a d, o f  a ra ilw a y' statio n  
w h ic h  leaped be hin d t h e m . A  f r i n g e  o f  
^ c u r r y i n g  r o o f s ,  then a ka le ido sco pic 
c o m m i n g l i n g  o f  b u ild in g s  f o l l o w e d .

“ T h a t ' s  A m s t e r d a m , ’ ’ ’ o b s e r v e d  
S e v e n .  “ W e  change engines at A l b a n y .
1 w o n d e r  i f  w e ’ll smash r e co rd s o r  
smash o u rse lve s o n  the r i v e r  d i v i s i o n ? "

“ T h e  o r d i n a r y  fa s t  tra in s  m a k e  the 
d o w n  t r ip  in th re e  h o u r s  f o r  th e  one 
h u n d r e d  an d f i f t y  m i l e s ,”  re plie d V a l .  
“ W e  m a y  cut it t w e n t y  m i n u t e s ,  b u t  
the h e a v y  traffic is h a r d  to h a n d l e ; in 
places there are o n ly  th r e e  t r a c k s  an d 
- o m e  o f  the w a y  o n l y  t w o .  T h e n  w e  
h a v e  to change to an electric e n gine 
b e fo r e  e n t e r i n g  the t e r m i n a l . ”

“ D o  y o u r  N e w  Y ’ o r k  people k n o w  
you are so close ?”

“ J ga ve  the m a n  m o st inte re ste d in  
m y  w hereabouts,  the t r a in  n u m b e r  a n d

p r o b a b l e  t im e  o f  a r r i v a l .  I f  h e ’ s n o t 
p o s t e d ,  th a t's  his f a u l t . ”

Y a l ’ s p r o p h e c y  cam e tr u e  a lm o s t t o  
a second. I n  t w o  h o u r s  a n d  f o r t y  m i n ­
utes the special w a s  s t a n d in g  on t r a c k  
f o u r t e e n  in the t e r m i n a l .  T h e  t h i r t y -  
t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y - t w o  m ile s f r o m  
V a n c o u v e r  h a d  been m a d e  in e ig h t y -  
t w o  h o u r s — i n c lu d i n g  all stops. I t  w a s  
a  n e w  r e c o r d  f o r  the d istan ce , a n d  the 
a ge n t f o r  the S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  w o n ­
dered w h o  a n d  w h a t  ha d so fa c ilita te d  
m a t t e r s .  S p e c ia ls ,  regardless o f  cost, 
t a k e  p o t l u c k  i f  the o c c u p a n ts  o f  the 
t r a i n  are p l a i n  ple be ian s. T h a t  w a s  as 
m y s t e r i o u s ,  in a w a y ,  as the crates 
w h ic h  th e  p o r t e r s  w e re  t e n d e r ly  t r u n ­
d l in g  t o  th e  statio n  p l a t f o r m .  A  m o n ­
a rch co u ld  n o t  h a v e  been a c c o r d e d  m o r e  
w a t c h f u l  s o licitud e , once t h e ir  t r a i n  w as 
en r o u te . A n d  th e  c o u r t e s y  c o n t i n u e d ,  
n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s y s te m  w a s  
u t i l i z e d  f o r  the r o u te .

A  ta ll ,  slen d e r m a n  w i t h  s a n d y  h a i r  
w as r u s h i n g  d o w n  the p l a t f o r m .  H e  
w r u n g  V a l ’ s h a n d  w i t h  w o r d le s s  j o y .

" H o w  are y o u ,  d o c t o r ? ”  i n q u i r e d  the 
y o u n g  m a n .

‘ T i l  be b e tte r  w h e n  I  get h o l d  o f  
w h a t  y o u ' v e  b r o u g h t .  S o  y o u  m a d e  it ,  
a f t e r  all ,  a n d  in a m a r v e l o u s l y  s ho rt 
t i m e . ”

“ P r e t t y  f a i r ,  c o n s id e r in g  a fe.w u n ­
fo re se e n  i m p e d i m e n t s .”  s m o o t h ly  re ­
t u r n e d  the g r i n n i n g  y o u t h .  " N o w  
t h e r e ’ s ten t w o - g a l l o n  ju g s  o f  p u r e  quill  
in tho se  p a cka ge s— all sealed in a i r ­
t i g h t ,  r a d i a t i o n - p r o o f  c o n t a in e r s .  E a c h  
ga llo n  co n ta in s one h u n d r e d  an d 
t w e n t y - e i g h t  flu id  o u n c e s ;  t h e r e f o r e  
t w e n t y  g a llo n s are equal to t w e n t y - f i v e  
h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y  flu id ou n ce s. A s ­
s u m in g  t h a t  o u r  so lu tio n  w ill  a v e r a g e  
one p e r  cent s t r e n g th — t h o u g h  m a y b e  
it w o n ’ t— w e  h a v e ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  
s p e a k in g ,  at least t w e n t y - f i v e  ou n ce s o f  
a b s o lu t e ly  p u r e  c o n c e n tra te .  A t  the 
p r e v a i l i n g  m a r k e t  price o f  t w o  m illio n  
d o lla rs  an o u n c e ,  y o n  are in d e b te d  to 
m e ,  D o c t o r  F i t z m o r r i s .  to the su m  o f
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f i f t y  m illio n  d o lla r s .  T e r m s ,  C .  O .  D .  
M o w  a b o u t  it ?"

“ B e t t e r  com e u p  to m y  s t u d y , ”  
la u g h e d  th e  p h y s ic ia n . “ I  h a v e  t w o  
reasons f o r  the r e qu e st— o n e  is m y  
check b o o k  is t h e r e ,  the o t h e r  I  w a n t  to 
r e n e w  m y  p a t i e n t ’ s t r e a t m e n t  w i t h o u t  
d e l a y .”

“ 1 t o w  is he ?"
" M a r v e l o u s l y  i m p r o v e d .  O f  c o u rse , 

y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ,  I  h a d  to d ilu te  the so­
l u t i o n . ”

B o r d e n  n o d d e d ,  th e  g l o w  o f  p r o f e s ­
sional interest l ig h t i n g  u p his eager fa ce. 
H e  h a d  e n tir e ly  f o r g o t t e n  “ M r .  J o n e s . ”

" I ’ m  s o r r y  I  c a n n o t  g o  u p  j u s t  n o w ,  
H u g h , ”  r e t u r n e d  the f o r m e r  m edical 
s t u d e n t .  “ P e r m i t  m e  a couple o f  q u e s ­
t io n s, w ill  y o u  ?”

" C e r t a i n l y ,  V a l . ”
" W h a t  s tr e n g th  h a ve  y o u  been u s in g  

o n  h i m ? ”
" I  dis s o lv e d  the l iq u i d  e q u iv a l e n t  o f  

a g r a m  o f  the b r o m i d e  f o r m  o f  the 
m e d i c a m e n t ,”  b e ga n  F i t z m o r r i s ,  w i t h  a 
s w i f t ,  a p p r e h e n s iv e  glance at S e v e n ’ s 
g a p i n g  fa c e , “ in a p p r o x i m a t e l y  se ve n ­
teen q u a r t s  o f  w a t e r .  I  h a v e  g i v e n  h i m  
one h u n d r e d  cubic ce n tim e te rs o f  this 
f o u r  tim es a w e e k — u n t il  the X - r a y  
p h o t o g r a p h s  s h o w e d  t h a t  the subsidence 
o f  the m a li g n a n t  t u m o r  h a d  b e g u n . T h e  
b a c k w a r d  g r o w t h  o f  the cell l i f e  began 
w i t h  m i r a c u l o u s  r a p i d i t y .  I  m a y  e ve n  
a b o r t  the e n tire  c o n d i t io n  w i t h o u t  a 
surgical o p e r a t i o n — w h i c h ,  in the case 
o f  such an aged p a tie n t,  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  
to be d e s i r e d .”

" T h a n k  y o u ,  d o c t o r ,  I  m u s t  be o f f  
n o w , "  replied B o r d e n .  " H a n d l e  those 
co n ta in e rs w i t h  c irc u m s p e c tio n — a n d  
d o n ’ t f o r g e t  P m  t r u s t i n g  y o u  w i t h  
p r o p e r t y  w o r t h  p r o b a b l y  m o r e  th a n  
se ven h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e lv e  m illio n s  o f  
d o l l a r s .”

“ B u t — see h e r e ,”  e x p o s t u l a te d  the 
specialist, r e a c h in g  o u t  a n d  g r a s p i n g  
the tails o f  the y o u n g e r  m a n ’ s c o a t,  
“ w h y  are y o u  r u s h in g  o f f  like th is ? ”

"1  h a y p  n o  o p t i o n , "  r e plie d B o r d e n ,

a satiric al smile w r e a t h i n g  his fa ce . 
“ D o c t o r ,  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  get in l ife  has 
to  be p a id  f o r .  I ' v e  g o t to  s ta n d  t r ia l ,  
a c c o r d in g  t o  M r .  J o n e s  h e r e ,  f o r  m u r ­
d e r i n g  some g e n t le m a n  w h o m  he p e r ­
siste n tly re fu se s to n a m e ; f o r  b r e a k i n g  
j a il  w h i c h  I  u n d e n ia b l y  d i d ;  b u t ,  w o r s t  
o f  all,  f o r  b e in g  in the same S t a t e  on e  
d a y  w i t h  a J a p a n e s e  g e n t le m a n  w h o  
l o v e d  m e  so well  he trie d  to kill  m e on 
o u r  last m e e t in g . M r .  J o n e s ,  h e re , has 
d o n e  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  fly  t o  ke e p u p  w it h  
m y  m o s t eccentric o r b i ts — a n d ,  believe 
m e ,  I  a c tu a lly  r a n  rin gs a r o u n d  m y s e l f  
once o r  t w ic e  since I  g o t  o u t  o f  y o u r  
l im o u s i n e  in this sa me t e r m i n a l .  I f  I  
d o n ’t r e t u r n  s h o r t l y ,  l o o k  m e u p  in 
so m e  C la s s  A ,  t w e n t y - f o u r - c a r a t  j a i l ,  
w i l l  y o u  ? I  g n a w  o u t  o f  th e  p h o n y  
ones w i t h  e a se .”

W i t h  this lucid s ta te m e n t o f  c o n d i ­
tio n s ,  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n  te n d e r e d  his a r m  
to  “ M r .  J o n e s , ”  w i t h  a d e r is iv e  smile.

C P I  A F T E R  X V I ,
THE RESIDUUM RESOLVES.

“ I  suppose i t ’ s h a n d c u f f s ,  f r o m  h e re  
o n , ”  said V a l .  " A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l ­
t h o u g h  I ’ ve b e e n  a m a l e f a c t o r  o f  gre a t 
w e a l t h  f o r  at least seven m i n u t e s  a n d  
a h a l f ,  1 m u s t  e x p e c t  the same t r e a t ­
m e n t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  a cco rd the h u m ­
blest p r i s o n e r . "

S e v e n ’s s h a m e fa c e d  e x p r e s s io n  
pleased his p r i s o n e r .

“ K i d , ”  he re p lie d , “ y o u ’ re all to  the 
g o o d .  R u b  it in ,  b u t  d o n ’t use s a n d ­
p a p e r  o f  t o o  coarse a g r a d e . I f  y o u
w a n t  to t r o t  a lo n g  w i t h  m e . I ’ ll be 
m i g h t y  pleased to h a v e  y o u r  c o m p a n y  
as f a r  as a ce rtain  W a s h i n g t o n  office. 
I f  I  g o  in alone w i t h  such a y a r n ,  th e y 'll  

’ r in g  f o r  the huskies a n d  s t u f f  m e  i n t o  
a c r a z y  w a r d  o v e r  in the A r l i n g t o n  
H o s p i t a l .  A r c  y o u  o n ? ”

“ I f  y o u ’ re o f f — w e are b o t h  he a de d 
f o r  the same a s y l u m . ”

S e v e n  sobered c o n s id e r a b ly  as t h e y  
w h i r l e d  o n  t o w a r d  the n a t i o n ’ s capita l.



72 THE cPOcPULAcR MAGAZINE

“ W o u l d  y o u  m i n d  le ttin g  m e  in o n  
this ,  sc I  can m a k e  an intelligible  re ­
p o r t ? ”  he  a ske d.

“ W h y  n o t ?”
“ B e gin  w i t h  the w r e c k  o f  the S en a ­

tor ,  please,”  said the detective.
In detail Y a l  sketched his p e c u lia r  

p e r e g r in a t io n s  u n til  he w as hack in N e w '  
Y o r k ;  o f  his v a r i o u s  c o n v e r s a tio n s  w i t h  
D o c t o r  F i t z m o r r i s  a n d  the co n clusio n  
th a t he must: r e t u r n  t o  the vo lc a n ic  
island w i t h o u t  de lay .

S e v e n  raised his h a n d .
“ J k n o w  I ' m  a w f u l  t h i c k , ”  he s h a m e ­

fa c e d ly  a d m i t t e d ,  “ b u t  w h a t  th e  d e v il  
w as in th a t w a t e r  th a t m a d e  y o u  w a n t  
it so b a d ?  W a s  all th a t g u f f  a b o u t  
coin this m o r n i n g  o n  the level ? A n d  
w h a t  w as it b le w  u p  the J a p  ships— n o t 
the w a t e r ,  s u r e l y ? -’

V a l  d i d  n o t  la u g h . T h e  d e v o t i o n  a n d  
p e r t in a c i ty  o f  the m a n  b y  his side f o r ­
bade rid icu le at such a t im e .  A l l  m e n  
ha ve  th e ir  re spe ctive  fields o f  e n d e a v o r .

“ I t  w a s  r a d i u m  t h a t  b le w  u p  the J a p  
fle e t,"  said V a l ,  in a tone i n a u d ib le  e x ­
cept f o r  S e v e n ’ s ears.

“ R a d i u m ? ”  T h e  a g e n t ’ s fa ce w a s  i n ­
c r e d u lo u s . “ H o w  co u ld it be r a d i u m ?  
R a d i u m ' s  scarce— th e r e  w o n ’ t be 
e n o u g h  in th e  w o r l d  f o r  a h u n d r e d  
years to  co m e  t o  d o  w h a t  I  saw h a p p e n  
to  t h a t  fleet. A r e n ' t  y o u  m i s t a k e n ?  I t  
w o u ld  h a v e  t a k e n  a to n  o f  r a d i u m  t o  
te ar those ships a p a r t .  W h o  g o t it? 
W h o  p u t  it o n  t h e m ?  W h e r e  d i d  it 
com e f r o m ? ”

“ E a s y , ”  l a u g h e d  V a l .  “ R e m e m b e r ,  
w e d o n 't  w a n t  a n y  o n e  t o  k n o w  a b o u t 
this f o r  v e r y  g o o d  reasons. T h e r e ’ s n o  
m is ta k e ,  M r .  J o n e s .  I t  w a s  r a d i u m  th a t 
a chieved w h a t  y o u  s a w , j u s t  as it w as 
r a d i u m ,  m a n i f e s t i n g  in t h a t  w 'a y ,  w h i c h  
io n iz e d  the a ir  a r o u n d  f o r  miles u n t il  
the C a lifo rn ia  c o u l d n ’ t w o r k  h e r  w i r e ­
less.”

“ H u t ,  m a n ,  it is s i m p ly  im p o s s ib le ,”  
insisted J o n e s .  " R a d i u m  d o e s n ’ t e x is t  
in  M ich q u a n titie s .  I f  it d i d ,  the m a n

c o n t r o l l i n g  -the source o f  s u p p l y  w o u l d  
o w n  the w o r l d ,  o r  as m u c h  o f  it as he 
w a n t e d . ”

" I  can u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  d i s b e l ie f ,"  
q u ie t l y  w e n t  o n  the f o r m e r  m edical 
s t u d e n t .  “ T h e  r a d i u m  w a s  in the w a t e r  
w h ic h  the J a p a n e s e  t o o k  o n  at m y  little 
isla n d. T h e y  used t h a t  w a t e r  to co o k 
w i t h ,  to  d r i n k ,  a n d  to m a k e  ste am . 
W i t h  the f l a g s h ip ,  w h e n  it reac hed the 
m a g a z i n e ,  it  b l e w  u p .  T h e  m e n  a b o a r d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  a lr e a d y  d e a d ,  
a n d  w i t h  the a d m i r a l  g o n e  th e re  w a s  no 
s u p r e m e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d ire c t the f u t u r e  
o p e r a tio n s  o f  the fle e t.”

“ I ’ ll be blest. D i d  y o u  say y o u r  
isla nd ?”

" I  in t e n d  to file a c la im  o n  th e  w a t e r  
r i g h t  o f  th a t g e yse r as so on as I  reach 
W a s h i n g t o n . ”

“ I  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  r a d i u m  in w a t e r , ”  
w e n t  o n  the a g e n t.  “ I  t h o u g h t  it w as 
a m i n e r a l . ”

" N o  one k n o w s  w h a t  it is. I t  is a 
m y s t e r i o u s  e n t i t y .  I t  ha s sm a she d a lot 
o f  o u r  scientific th e o r ie s ,  a n d  it w ill  u p ­
r o o t  o th e rs w h e n  it is g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l ­
able. B u t  it is a l r e a d y  k n o w n  th a t 
r a d i u m  w ill  i m p r e g n a t e  w a t e r .  I t  can 
be r e p r e c ip it a te d  a n d ,  w h il e  it w i l l  g ive  
w a t e r  its o w n  cha racte ristics t o  a d e ­
g r e e ,  n e ve rthe le ss it a p p a r e n t l y  w e igh s 
th e  sam e w h e n  it comes o u t  o f  the w a t e r  
a g a i n .”

“ G i v e  m e  the t i p , ”  p le ad e d  the lis­
te n e r. “ H o w  d id  y o u  t u m b l e  to  i t ? ”

“ T h e  c h ie f  o f  the b u r e a u  o f  m i n e r a l  
te c h n o lo g y  o f  the U n i t e d  S ta te s  B u r e a u  
o f  M i n e s  once w r o t e  a m o n o g r a p h  o n  
t h a t  m i g h t y  in t e r e s t in g  t o p i c , ”  V a l  r e ­
s u m e d . “ I  f o u n d  t h a t  v o l u m e  in a 
cabin o f  th e  S en a to r  w h il e  o u t b o u n d  
f o r  N o m e .

“ H a v i n g  some idle t i m e ,  I  d e v o u r e d  
it— f r o m  the a c c o u n t o f  th e  c a r n o tite  
ores a s s a y in g  t w o  p e r  cent u r a n i u m  
o x i d e  in the P a r a d o x  V a l l e y  o f  C o l o ­
r a d o ,  a n d  the r e a p p e a r a n c e  o f  th e  same 
v e i n  in U t a h ,  to the m e d ica l aspects o f  
the t h i n g  t h e y  w e r e  e x t r a c t i n g  f r o m  it.



FOUNTAIN ISLAN<D 73

“ T h i n k  o f  the m o s t p re c io u s e le m ent 
k n o w n  to m a n ,  w a s t i n g  a w a y  u n d e r  the 
actio n  o f  fr o s t  o r  h e a t,  d r y i n g  u p  and 
b l o w i n g  a w a y .  N o t  the p u r e  e le m e n t—  
t h a t  i s n ’t  n a t u r e ’ s w a y — b u t  the r o c k  
c o n t a i n in g  it.

“ T h e  o re  deposits f r o m  w h ic h  r a ­
d i u m  m a y  be w i t h d r a w n  in m icrosc op ic 
a m o u n t s  a n d  w i t h  infin ite care a n d  
hu ge  e x p e n s e  are b o t h  v e r y  r a re  a n d  
v e r y  s m a ll. M o s t  o f  those in the 
U n i t e d  State s are also o w n e d  a b r o a d .

" I  re ad u p  o n  the su bje ct o f  r a d i o ­
active  ores. I  lea rn e d the diffe re n c e  b e ­
t w e e n  r a d i u m  b r o m i d e  a n d  r a d i u m  
c h lo rid e . A t  the tim e  I  fe l t  a w e ll-  
posted chap m i g h t  p o s s ib ly d o  s o m e ­
t h i n g  a lo n g  this line in  A l a s k a ,  i f  he 
h a d  e n o u g h  b a c k i n g .  W i t h  go ld  w o r t h  
t w e n t y  do lla rs an o u n c e ,  a claim  o f  
e a rn o tite  o r e  in the n o r t h  w o u l d  be 
d e c i d e d l y  w o r t h  lo c a t in g ,  w i t h  r a d i u m  
w o r t h  one h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  tim e s  as 
m u c h .

“ T h e s e  th in g s  w e r e  in m y  m i n d  
w h e n  I  starte d h o m e w a r d  w i t h  the 
S en a to r .  T h e n  ca m e  the t r o u b le  w i t h  
the c o m p a s s , the loss o f  o u r  w a y  in the 
dense clo ud s o f  v a p o r ,  the vo lc a n ic  
e r u p t i o n  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r u s ,  th e  d a n g e r  
o f  fire, a n d  fi n ally the w r e c k i n g  o f  the 
ship.

" B y  a m i r a c l e ,  w e  f o u n d  l a n d .  O n  
the same isla nd o f  w h i c h  y o u  k n o w  the 
c a ptain  t o o k  the lo n g it u d e  a n d  la titu d e  
the first clear d a y .  W e  w e r e  f a r  o u t  
o f  the beaten t r a c k  o f  vessels. O u r  
supplies w e re  n o n e  to o  p l e n t i f u l .  S o ,  
to  g u a r d  against possible t o r t u r e  f r o m  
t h i r s t ,  I  filled a j u g  w i t h  w a t e r ,  a n d  
secreted it in m y  sea chest. A s  w e  w e r e  
p ic k e d  u p  b e f o r e  a n y  occasion to use 
it a rose , it sta y e d  the re  u n t il  m y  re­
t u r n  to  N e w  Y o r k .

“ T h e  chest, w h i c h  h a d  been o r ig i n a ll y  
used f o r  c a r r y i n g  tea, p r e s e r v e d  the 
j u g  o f  w a t e r  intact. I  ope n e d it in N e w  
Y o r k .  T h e  prese nce o f  the r a d i u m  i m ­
p r e g n a t io n  w a s  o b v i o u s .  I  t o o k  the 
w a t e r  to  D o c t o r  P i t z m o r r i s  f o r  a test,

a n d  he fin an ce d m y  j o u r n e y  b a c k  t o  the 
islan d f o r  m o r e  o f  the fl u id ,  as he w a s  
t r e a t i n g  a v e r y  w e a l t h y  m a n  f o r  a can­
cer.

“ T h a t ’ s h o w  a n d  w h y  I  w e n t  b a c k  
t o  the is la n d . T h a t ’ s h o w  a n d  w h y  I  
w a s  d e t e r m in e d  t o  shake o f f  those J a p a ­
nese— th e  s t e w a r d  o f  the w h a l e r  w h i c h  
p ic k e d  u p  the c r e w  o f  th e  g i g ,  a n d  his 
c o m p a t r i o t .

“ O f  all the m e n  w h o  reac hed the 
isla nd in the g i g ,  I  alone a m  a liv e .  I  
suspected th a t the c a p ta in 's  de a th w a s  
i n s p ir e d .  H e  w a s  the first t o  g o ,  a n d  
d ie d  b e f o r e  w e  reac hed V a n c o u v e r .  T h e  
s t e w a r d  d ie d  o f  a p p e n d ic itis ,  I  w a s  t o ld .  
T h e  t w o  p a sse n ge rs, one o f  t h e m  a 
y o u n g ,  lo v a b le  c h a p ,  w e re  u n d o u b t e d l y  
m u r d e r e d  b y  the Ja p a n e s e  o r  t h e i r  
a g e n ts — because t h e y ,  as w e ll  as I ,  k n e w  
o f  this isla n d a n d  the h u g e  coal d e ­
po sits  th e re . T h a t ' s  all ,  M r .  J o n e s . ”

J o n e s  p u t  o u t  his h a n d .
“ T h a n k  y o u ,  M r .  B o r d e n .  Y o u  h a v e  

m a d e  m y  d u t y  clear a n d  m u c h  easier 
t h a t  it w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  been. I f  
y o u  w il l  p u t  u p  at the N e w  W i l l a r d ,  
I  shall be g la d  t o  a r r a n g e  t o  h a v e  y o u  
m e e t  a w a r m  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e ,  w h o  also 
h a p p e n s  to  o c c u p y  a h ig h  official p o ­
sitio n . Y o u  w ill  u n d e r s t a n d  m y  p r e v i ­
o u s a t t i t u d e  w h e n  I  say th a t the y o u n g  
m a n  s t r a n g le d  in V a n c o u v e r  w a s  a r e la ­
t i v e ,  a n d  y o u  w e r e  the last w h i t e  m a n  
to  see h i m ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  m y  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n . ’ ’

T h e  t w o  h o u r s  i n t e r v e n i n g  a f t e r  
t h e i r  a r r i v a l  b e f o r e  V a l  a gain h e a rd  
f r o m  J o n e s  g a v e  h i m  t im e  f o r  a v e r y  
n e e d f u l  v i s it  to  a b a r b e r .  T h e  te le pho n e  
r a n g  as he r e e n te re d his r o o m .

T e n  m i n u t e s  later V a l  w a s  w a l k i n g  
u p  the steps o f  a m a s s iv e  b u i l d i n g  in 
w h i c h  are loc ate d the d e p a r t m e n ts  o f  
w a r ,  n a v y ,  a n d  state.

J o n e s  m e t h i m  in the c o r r i d o r  o n  the 
second fl o o r .

T o g e t h e r  t h e y  e n te re d  a small  office, 
in w h i c h  a v e r y  b u s y  y o u n g  m a n  l o o k e d
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u p  p le a s a n tly  f r o m  a pile o f  dispatches 
in ciphe r.

“ S h a k e  h a n d s  w i t h  M r .  K i l g o r e , ”  
said S e v e n .

“ G l a d  to  see y o u ,  a n d  g o  r ig h t  i n , ”  
be a m e d  the co n fid e n tia l  m a n  o f  the S e c ­
r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .

T h e y  passed i n t o  th e  n e x t  r o o m . I t  
w a s f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a s u m p t u o u s  ele­
gance tha t sto p p e d  j u s t  s h o r t  o f  l u x u r y ;  
the d e sk in the ce n te r w a s  o r n a t e l y  
c a r v e d  a n d  o f  solid m a h o g a n y ; the 
c h a ir  in w h ic h  the m a n  w a s  s ittin g  w as 
h e a v i ly  u p h o ls te r e d .

H e  w a s  a m a n  w i t h  a m a s s iv e  f r a m e ,  
a n d  his fa ce m a t c h e d  those o f  c o u n ­
cilors o f  the n a ti o n  w h o s e  p o r t r a i t s  
lin e d the r o o m . T h e  l o f t y  b ro w ',  the 
p i e r c in g  e y e ,  the a q u ilin e  nose a n d  hu ge  
h a n ds e v in c e d  the s t r e n g th  o f  the d o m ­
i n a n t  intellect w 'ithin .

H e  rose as th e  t w o  m e n  ca m e  f o r ­
w a r d .

“ M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  I  h a v e  th e  h o n o r  o f  
p r e s e n t in g  M r .  V a l j e a n  B o r d e n ,  the 
y o u n g  A m e r i c a n  o f  w h o m  I  h a v e  been 
t e llin g  y o u . ”

T h e  S e c r e t a r y ’ s h a n d  b it  d o w n  h a r d  
u p o n  B o r d e n ’s.

H i s  s n a p p i n g  eyes b o r e d  i n t o  the ca n ­
d id  orbs o f  the a d v e n t u r e r ,  w h o  re­
t u r n e d  his g a z e  u n f l i n c h i n g l y .

“ S i t  d o w n , ”  sm ile d th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
S t a t e .

V a l  c o m p lie d . T h e  nearness o f  this 
A m e r i c a n  w h o m  m a n y  o f  his c o u n t r y ­
m e n  i d o liz e d  d i d  n o t  e m b a r r a s s  h i m .  
T h e  S e c r e t a r y  w a s  k i n d l y ,  a lt h o u g h  d i g ­
n ifie d . N e i t h e r  on e  n o r  the o t h e r  wras 
a p o s e r,  a n d  e v e r y  v i s i t o r  to his p r i v a t e  
r o o m  came o u t  w i t h  the c o n v i c t io n  t h a t  
statesmen still l iv e — e ve n  in W a s h i n g ­
to n .

“ T h i s  g e n t le m a n  ha s t o ld  m e  so m e  
th in g s w h ic h  I  w il l  n o t  re p e a t— even ’ to 
y o u , ”  said the S e c r e t a r y ,  w i t h  a t w i n k l e  
in his eye.

B o r d e n  bow'ed sile ntly .
“ I  t r u s t  t h a t  m y  e x a m p l e  in this re ­

spect w ill  sufficiently ind ica te  the i m ­

p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  m a t t e r  w e  d isc u sse d ,”  
w e n t  o n  the S e c r e t a r y  m o r e  g r a v e l y .  
“ M r .  B o r d e n ,  th e re  are m a n y  events in 
th e  w o r l d  o f  d i p l o m a c y  w h ic h  b o t h  
pa rtie s to a n y  n e g o t ia t io n  t h o r o u g h l y  
r e a lize  the o t h e r  k n o w s .  Y e t  n e it h e r  o f  
t h e m  e v e r  m e n t io n s  the su b je c t. S u c h  
topics are t a b o o . T h i s  m a t t e r  is on e  o f  
t h a t  c h a r a c t e r .  I f  the reason f o r  wdiat 
has o c c u r r e d  is n e v e r  e x p l a i n e d ,  
A m e r i c a  f o r  a h u n d r e d  g e n e r a t io n s  to  
com e w ill  h o l d  the wdiip h a n d  o f  J a p a n .  
D o  I  m a k e  m y s e l f  c le a r ? ”

“ P e r f e c t l y . ”
“ A s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  it ,  o n l y  this g e n tle ­

m a n ,  y o u r s e l f ,  a n d  th e  c a p ta in  o f  y o u r  
y a c h t  w itn e s s e d  th e  a n n i h i la t io n  o f  the 
e n e m y 's  biggest ve sse l?”

“ T h a t  is all , M r .  S e c r e t a r y . ”
“ I  a m  sure o f  y o u  t w o  m e n .  B u t  

h o w  a b o u t  the c a p ta in  o f  y o u r  y a c h t ? ”  
“ H e  has n o  idea o f  the n a t u r e  o f  the 

e le m e n t w h ic h  caused the c a t a s t r o p h e .”  
“ I  a m  v e r y  g la d  o f  t h a t , ”  re plie d the 

S e c r e t a r y ,  in a r e lie v e d  v o ic e . “ M r .  
B o r d e n ,  is th e re  a n y t h i n g  I  ca n d o  f o r  
y o u  b e f o r e  y o u  lea ve  W a s h i n g t o n  ?”

“ I  w is h e d  to file o n  a c e r ta in  w a t e r  
r ig h t  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  th e  I n ­
t e r i o r , ”  said B o r d e n .  “ I f  y o u  can s u g ­
gest a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w il l  e x p e d i t e  m y  
c la im , I  w il l  be v e r y  g la d  o f  y o u r  a i d . ”  

" W h e r e  is the w a t e r  r ig h t  l o c a t e d ? ”  
“ O n  a n  isla n d o f  recent vo lca n ic 

f o r m a t i o n ,  situ a te d in the N o r t h  P a ­
cific, n e a r  the e x t r e m e  w e s t  e nd o f  the 
A l e u t i a n  g r o u p  o f  isla n ds, at on e  h u n ­
d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y - s e v e n  degrees t h ir t e e n  
m i n u t e s  fift e e n  seconds w e s t l o n g it u d e ,  
b y  f i f t y - f i v e  degrees t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  
t w e n t y - s e v e n  seconds n o r t h  l a t i t u d e .”  

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  ste ppe d to  the roll o f  
m a p s  in g re e n  cases f a c i n g  his desk. 
H e  d r e w  d o w n  th e  o n e  m a r k e d  
“ A l a s k a . ”

“ I t  does n o t  se em to be o n  th is  m a p , ”  
said he, a f t e r  t r a c i n g  o u t  the intersec­
t io n .  “ A r e  those figures c o r r e c t ? ”

" I  a m  re a s o n a b ly su re  o f  t h e ir  c o r ­
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rectness, M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  since I  ha ve  
j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  the p la c e .”

“ H ' m .  W h a t  is the n a tu r e  o f  the 
w a t e r  r i g h t ? ”

“ A  g e y s e r .  I t  is the o n ly  w a t e r  o n  
the i s la n d .”

T h e r e  w as an i n t e r r u p t i o n  w h e n  
K i l g o r e ’ s he a d  a p p e a r e d  at the p r i v a t e  
d o o r .

“ I  be g p a r d o n ,  M r .  S e c r e t a r y , ”  he 
a p o l o g i z e d ,  “ b u t  h e re  is a disp a tch  f r o m  
the d e p a r t m e n t  o f  the Pa c ific  w h i c h  I  
t h o u g h t  y o u  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  read w i t h ­
o u t  d e l a y .”

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  p e ru se d it 
w i t h  an i m p a s s iv e  face.

H e  did n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e v e r t  to th e  
f o r m e r  discussio n. I n s t e a d  he t w is t e d  
the bit o f  p a p e r  n e r v o u s l y  in his fingers 
a n d  paced r a p i d l y  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  
across the fl o o r  o f  his office.

W h e n  he d i d  s p e a k ,  th e  sole m n to n e  
o f  his vo ice  a w e d  t h e m  to a h u s h e d  
silence.

" G e n t l e m e n ,  so m e  w e e k s  ago I  
w a l k e d  this r o o m  in f e a r  a n d  d o u b t .  
I w a s so o v e r w h e l m e d  w i t h  the g r a v i t y  
o f  an in t e r n a tio n a l  p r o b l e m  t h a t ,  at 
tim e s ,  I  qu e stio n e d  the in fin ite  w i s d o m  
a n d  m e r c y  o f  the R u l e r  o f  all t h i n g s .”  
l i e  p a u s e d  to  s m o o t h  out the w r i n k l e d  
p a p e r .  " T o - d a y  m y  do u b ts are re ­
so lv e d . 1 d o  n o t s im p ly  h a v e  f a i t h — I  
k n o w  b e y o n d  ca vil. T h e  d ip l o m a t i c  
crisis w h ic h  e x is te d  th e n  has been 
a v e r t e d .  Y o u  t w o  g e n tle m e n  a n d  m y ­
self alone k n o w  h o w  a n d  w h y — aside 
f r o m  the O m n i p o t e n t  P o w e r  w h o s e  w ill  
it w a s  th a t an island s h o u ld  arise f r o m  
the sea to  a p p a r e n t l y  aid an O r i e n t a l  
n a tio n  to  a tt a c k  o u r  shores. C o a l  a n d 
w a t e r  w e r e  u p o n  t h a t  island in s u p e r ­
a b u n d a n c e . T h e  fleet w a s  n o t  d is t u rb e d  
w h e n  it t o o k  as m u c h  o f  b o t h  as it could 
c a r r y  a w a y .  B u t  w h e r e  is th a t fleet 
t o - d a y  ?”

T h e  o m i n o u s  pause r e m a i n e d  u n ­
b r o k e n  u n t il  the secretary r e s u m e d .

“ M r .  B o r d e n .  I  a m  u n ab le  to  assure 
y o u  o f  m y  assistance in the filing o f

the c la im  y o u  m e n t i o n e d .  H e r e  is the 
r e a s o n .”

H e  e x t e n d e d  the t e le g r a m . I t  r e a d :
S tate D e partm en t , Washington: Island

recent volcanic origin at one-seventy-seven 
west longitude fifty-five north latitude to-day 
disappeared. Slight tremors noted seismo­
graph on Pacific coast points, but no erup­
tion. Revenue cutter P o l c s i a r  will make 
soundings and rechart location for coast and 
survey service. H arrington .

V a l  w a s  s t u n n e d .
H i s  business s t r a t e g y  h a d  s u ffe r e d  a 

re ve rse  a lm o s t as o v e r w h e l m i n g  as t h a t  
o f  the J a p a n e s e  in t h e i r  n a v a l  o p e r a ­
tio n s . I t  w a s se veral seconds b e f o r e  
he co u ld  re alize  t h a t  th e  w a t e r  he ha d 
b r o u g h t  to  D o c t o r  F i t z m o r r i s  still co n ­
s t it u t e d  a  f o r t u n e ,  e v e n  i f  th e  source o f  
s u p p l y  w a s  g o n e  f o r e v e r .

" I f  y o u  w il l  e x c u s e  m e  n o w ,  M r .  
B o r d e n , ”  said the S e c r e t a r y ,  w i t h  g r a v e  
k i n d l in e s s ,  “ I  h a v e  a n  e n g a g e m e n t  
w h i c h  m a y  n o t  be p o s t p o n e d .”

H e  held o u t  his h a n d  in f a r e w e l l .
V a l  g r i p p e d  it a n d  passed t h r o u g h  

th e  d o o r  in to  the m a i n  c o r r i d o r .  F i e  
t o o k  several steps b e f o r e  he r e alize d  
t h a t  he w a s  q u ite  alone.

“ I  w o n d e r  w h a t  becam e o f  J o n e s , ”  he 
m a t t e r e d .

V a l  w a n t e d ,  v e r y  m u c h  j u s t  t h e n ,  to 
t a l k  w i t h  J o n e s .  I n  th e  h o u r  o f  his 
a c h ie v e m e n t  he c o u ld  n o t  f o r g e t  K e n ­
n e d y — K a n s a s  C i t y  K e n n e d y — the m a n  
accuse d o f  b u r g l a r y ,  r o b b e r y ,  j a il  
b r e a k i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  c rim e s.

P l a i n l y ,  h a d  it n o t  been f o r  K e n n e d y ,  
he m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  been able to  c a r r y  
o u t  his e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m i s s io n . A n d  
K e n n e d y  w a s  w o u n d e d ,  in d u r a n c e  v i le ,  
a n d  w i t h o u t  a f r i e n d  in the w o r l d  e x ­
cept the y o u t h  w h o  h a d  b r o k e n  ja il  
w i t h  h i m  at S o d a  S p r i n g s .

F r o m  w h a t  he h a d  seen o f  J o n e s ,  V a l  
fe l t  th a t he co u ld be t r u s t e d .  I f  he 
co u ld  se nd some m a n  lik e  J o n e s  to 
I d a h o ,  K e n n e d y ’s d e p lo r a b le  c o n d i t io n  
m i g h t  be s o m e w h a t  m i t i g a t e d .

H e  h e a rd  fo o t s t e p s  in the c o r r i d o r .
A  sm a ll ,  i n t e l le c t u a l- a p p e a r in g ,



76 THE WPULA<R MAGAZINE

b r o w n - f a c e d  p e r s o n a g e ,  w e a r i n g  a silk  
h a t  an d f r o c k  coat,  w a l k e d  stiffly past,  
a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  an i m p e r t u r b a b l e  m a n  
o f  his o w n  race, w h o  a m b l e d  d e f e r e n ­
tia lly  a little b e h in d  h i m .

T h e  m a n ’ s face w as an insc ru ta ble  
m a s k ,  b u t  his h a n d s  t w it c h e d  n e r v o u s l y .  
A s  V a l  w a t c h e d ,  the d o o r  t h r o u g h  
w h ic h  he h a d  j u s t  l e f t  the state d e ­
p a r t m e n t  o p e n e d . A  s o n o r o u s  vo ice  
a n n o u n c e d :

“ H i s  E x c e l l e n c y ,  the V i s c o u n t  T a m e -  
kic h i  T o n g o ,  the A m b a s s a d o r  o f  
J a p a n !”

T h e  b r o w n  m a n  e n t e r e d ,  a n d  the 
d o o r  w a s  closed.

A s  V a l  e m e r g e d  f r o m  th e  b u i l d i n g  
i n t o  th e  clear light o f  th e  u n t r o u b l e d  
d a y ,  he s a w  t h a t  he w a s  v e r y  n e a r  the 
W h i t e  H o u s e .  A  flag o v e r  th e  P r e s i ­
d e n t ’s d o m ic ile  c a u g h t the b re e ze  a n d  
s h o o k  its u n s u llie d  fo ld s  in  his d i r e c ­
t io n .

H i s  eyes w e r e  a little m i s t y .  S o m e ­
h o w  th e  flag o f  h is  c o u n t r y  h a d  n e v e r  
b e f o r e  appe a le d t o  h i m  in q u ite  the 
sam e w a y .  E v e r y  f lu tte r  became a ges­
t u r e  as i f  th a t e m b le m  o f  the A m e r i c a n  
n a ti o n  r e a l i z e d ,  as w e ll  as he, t h e  pe ril  
w h i c h  h a d  been a v e r t e d .

I t  all se emed v e r y  s t r a n g e .
T h e  fl ag , the n a t i o n ,  K .  C .  K e n n e d y ,  

J o n e s ,  th e  v a n is h e d  J a p a n e s e  fla g sh ip , 
the r e t r e a t in g ,  c r ip p l e d ,  leaderless 
a r m a d a ,  the w a t e r  f r o m  th e  g e y s e r ,  
h i m s e lf .

E a c h  a n d  all  a p a r t  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  
else— all w a r p  a n d  w o o f  o n  t h e  l o o m  
o f  d e s t in y .

E a c h  w i t h  possibilities f o r  g o o d  a n d  
e v i l ,  each c o n t a i n in g  po tencie s u n m e a s ­
u r e d ,  possibilities u n d r e a m e d — each 
w i t h  a r e s i d u u m  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  m a n i ­
fe s t in g  in its o w n  p e c u lia r  w a y — a re ­
s i d u u m  w h ic h  w o u l d  o n e  d a y  re so lve  in 
u lt i m a t e  h a r m o n y  a n d  s u p r e m e  g o o d .

The publication of the Bechdolt novel, “ The Red Beach,” 
which we promised you in this number, has been post­
poned till September. In the next POPULAR Rowland 
will tell us the further adventures of the BUM CLUB.

%

T H E  L A S T  W O R D  IN  P R E C A U T I O N
T W O  f r i e n d s  b o a r d e d  a g r e a t  t r a n s a t la n t ic  l i n e r  a n d  set sail f o r  C h e r b o u r g .

4 O n e  w a s  a G o o d  F e l l o w .  T h e  o t h e r  w a s  a N i g g a r d l y  M a n .  T h e  fi rst n i g h t  
o u t ,  t h e y  w e n t  to t h e i r  s t a t e r o o m .

“ S a y ,  R o b , "  said  th e  N i g g a r d l y  M a n ,  “ I  w i s h  y o u ’ d  step o u t  o n  d e c k  w h il e  
I  u n d r e s s .”

“ T h a t ’s a  r e m a r k a b l e  r e q u e s t,”  o b j e c t e d  the G o o d  F e l l o w .  “ W h y  h a v e  y o u  
d e v e l o p e d  this s t r e a k  o f  b a s h fu l n e s s  a t  this late d a y ?  I  n e v e r  s a w  a n y  signs o f  
it  b e f o r e . ”

“ N e v e r  m i n d  a b o u t  t h a t , ”  sa id  th e  N i g g a r d l y  M a n .  “ Y o u  g e t o u t ! ”
A f t e r  a l o n g  a n d  a c r i m o n i o u s  a r g u m e n t ,  th e  G o o d  F e l l o w  w e n t  o u t  o n  de c k  

a n d  sta y e d  h a l f  an h o u r .  W h e n  he r e t u r n e d  to  th e  s t a t e r o o m , the N i g g a r d l y  M a n  
w a s  s tr e tc h e d  o u t  in the u p p e r  b e r t h .  M o r e o v e r ,  he w a s  dre sse d u p  like  a C h r i s t ­
m a s  tree in  a b e r i b b o n e d  n i g h t g o w n  a n d  a w o m a n ’ s b o u d o i r  cap.

“ S a y ! ”  e x c l a i m e d  the G o o d  F e l l o w .  “ W h a t  in  t h u n d e r  is the m a t t e r ?  W h y  
h a v e  y o u  g o t  t h a t  m a k e - u p  o n ? ”

“ L o o k  at m e  a n d  be w i s e , ”  said th e  N i g g a r d l y  M a n .  “ R e m e m b e r  the T itan ic. 
I n  case o f  a w r e c k ,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n  f i r s t .”



McHenry and the Blue Ribbon
B y  1 1 o h v o r t h y  H a l l

A u th o r  o f  " T h e  T err ib le  F resh m a n , ”  “ P e p p e r f  E tc .

Thrusting Pepper M cH enry into the role of a reformer of morals and founder 
o f a prohibition society at Harvard. A  joke that was taken seriously by 
the press of Am erica and put Pepper on the first page of every newspaper

A F T E R  he h a d  once le a rn e d to
p la y  the b a n j o ,  M c H e n r y

p l a y e d  it r e g u la r ly  e v e r y  m o r n ­
i n g  a n d  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  at all

o t h e r  tim e s w h e n  he fe lt  the j o y  o f  l i v ­
ing , u n t il  d issu ad e d b y  ph y s ic a l  v i o ­
lence, o r  m o r a l  su a sio n . W h e n  he re­
m e m b e r e d  to lock the d o o r ,  as in the 
present insta n ce , the o n l y  so lu tio n  t o  the 
p r o b l e m  o f  u n iv e r s a l  peace w a s  f o r  the 
m a n  w h o s e  r o o m  w a s  d i r e c t ly  o v e r  his 
to  d r a w  a baseball b a t  q u i c k l y  b u t  f i r m l y  
across the r a d i a t o r  coils, th u s  c r e a tin g  
an a c c o m p a n im e n t  so i m m e a s u r a b l y  su­
p e r i o r  in to n al q u a l i t y  t o  th e  b a n j o  th a t 
M c H e n r y  g e n e r a l l y  g a v e  u p  in dis g u s t,  
w ith  the lo u d  r e m a r k  tha t the w o r l d  
was g o i n g  to  the d o g s ,  a n d  n o b o d y  a p ­
preciated g o o d  m u sic .

T h e  m a n  u p sta irs h a d  j u s t  laid d o w n  
his bat in g r i m  t r i u m p h ,  a n d  M c H e n r y  
ha d once m o r e  u n b a r r e d  his p o r t a l ,  
w h e n  M o n k  S p i n d e n  cam e in w i t h  the 
m o r n i n g  p a p e r s ,  a n d  h elped h i m s e l f  to  
P e p p e r ’ s cigarettes.

“ I c a n 't  tell y o u ,  o ld  f e l l o w . "  said 
S p i n d e n ,  i n h a l in g  l u x u r i o u s l y ,  " h o w  
glad 1 a m  to  see y o u  still k e e p these 
thin gs in y o u r  r o o m . I ’ve  h e a rd  t h a t  
tobacco in j u r e s  the h e a l t h .”

“ M o n k , ”  said his h o s t ,  “ I ’d b r a in  y o u  
— i f  y o u  h a d  a n y t h i n g  to  b r a i n ! ”

T h e  civilities h a v i n g  been a cco m ­
plis hed. S p i n d e n  dispose d h i m s e lf  on

M c H e n r y ' s  d i v a n ,  a n d  b l e w  s m o k e  rin gs 
at the ceiling.

“ 1 h e a r d  a w h a le  o f  a r o w  last n i g h t  
w h e n  1 w e n t  past the L a m p o o n  B u i l d ­
i n g , ”  he r e m a r k e d .  “ W h a t  w a s  i t ,  a n ­
o t h e r  i n it ia t io n  ?”

“ I t  w as all o f  t h a t , ”  said M c H e n r y  
r e m in i s c e n t ly .  “ T h e r e  w a s  a la r g e ,  
c o r p u le n t  n e o p h y t e  b u i lt  o n  th e  classic 
lines o f  a h a c k — a n d  the ca n dida te s 
g a v e  a p l a y ,  a sort o f  a llegoric al fa r c e ,  
in  w h i c h  th e r e  h a d  t o  be a t y p k o o n .  
W e l l ,  this t w o - h u n d r e d - a n d - s i x t y -  
p o u n d  lad w a s  the t y p h o o n ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  
he h a d  a b o u t  s ix  steins o f  p u n c h  in 
h i m ,  I  w a n t  to  tell y o u  th a t he w a s  a 
p r e t t y  g o o d  i m it a t i o n  o f  tzvo  t y p h o o n s .  
H e  b r o k e  th re e  cha irs a n d  one w i n d o w ,  
a n d  w e 'v e  m a d e  a ru le  t h a t  h e r e a f t e r  
n o  ca n d id a te s ' p l a y  can h a v e  a n y t h i n g  
m o r e  alle go rica l t h a n  a ge n tle  b r e e z e .”

“ I t  seems to m e , ”  said S p i n d e n  se­
v e r e l y ,  “ th a t y o u  f u n n y  m e n  o n  the 
L a m p o o n  are m u c h  to o  c o n v i v i a l .  I t  
o u g h t  t o  be s to p p e d — unless y o u  send 
m e  an i n v i t a t i o n  to y o u r  n e x t  p u n c h .  
H e r e — w a n t  to see th e  pa pe rs ?”

“ T h a n k s , ”  said M c H e n r y ,  a c c e p tin g  
t h e m . H e  t u r n e d  to the s p o r t in g  pa ge  
o f  the H era ld ,  an d re ad it c a r e f u l l y .  
S p i n d e n  s m o k e d ,  a n d  w a t c h e d  h i m . 
M c H e n r y  p a w e d  o v e r  the financial col­
u m n s ,  u t t e r l y  d is r e g a r d e d  the e d it o ria ls ,  
a n d  came to rest at the local n e w s . S u d -

This series of sioiies relating the exploits of Pepper McHenry began in the first June POPULAR.
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d e n l y  his j a w  d r o p p e d  s t a r t l i n g l y — a n d 
S p i n d e n  lig h te d  his second cig are tte ,  
a n d  lo o k e d  o u t  o f  the w i n d o w .

“ H o l y  m a c k e r e l ! ' ’ b r e a t h e d  M c ­
H e n r y ,  t i g h te n i n g  his g r i p  o n  the H e r ­
ald, a n d  d e v o u r i n g  the first c o l u m n  w i t h  
all lire s y m p t o m s  o f  m e n t a l  in d ig e stio n .

‘ ‘ A n y t h i n g  in te r e s tin g . P e p p e r ? "
“ W h y — w h y -------"
“ H o  o n — re ad it,  i f  it's a n y  g o o d ! ”
M c H e n r y  w e t his lips, a n d  b r e a th e d  

s te r to r o u s !) ' .  T h e n ,  w i t h  eyes o p e n e d  
v e r y  w i d e ,  a n d  a m o u t h  w h ic h  t w it c h e d  
in spite o f  his w r a t h  an d i n d i g n a t i o n ,  
he s l o w l y  r e a d  the f o l l o w i n g  i t e m  o f  
political a n d  social i m p o r t a n c e :

PROHIBITION CLUB AT H ARVARD. 
Students Revolt Against Excesses of the 

Gold Coast.
Insurgents Led by J. P. McHenry.

C ambridge, October 20.— It was reported 
to-day that a number o f prominent under­
graduates, led by James Pepper McHenry, 
son o f one o f Chicago's noted financiers, 
have revolted against the unbridled license 
o f the Gold Coast. During national political 
campaigns, Harvard students have usually 
formed clubs in support o f the various par­
ties, and Mr. McHenry purposes to enlist a 
majority of the representative men in the 
university in a Prohibition Club, which will 
advocate total abstinence from alcohol or 
tobacco in any form.

At the State Prohibition headquarters it 
was admitted that Mr. McHenry's organiza­
tion has asked to be affiliated with the State 
and national bodies.

Mr. McHenry is secretary o f the sopho­
more class, a member o f several exclusive 
clubs, and well known in Cambridge, Boston, 
and Chicago. His father is a leading broker 
of the Chicago Stock Exchange, and his 
uncle, F. G, Prince, is an officer o f the New 
York Anti-Cigarette League.

“ H o l y — m a c k e r e l ! ”  said M c H e n r y ,  
d r o p p i n g  the p a p e r  to the flo o r.

“ H a — r a t h e r  g o o d ,  y o u  k n o w ! ”  v o l ­
u n t e e r e d  S p i n d e n ,  in the accent p o p u ­
l a r l y  su pposed to be E n g l i s h .  “ T h e  
idea— P e p p e r  M c H e n r y  o n  th e  w a t e r  
w a g o n !  W o o s h ! "

H e  plac ed his cigare tte  m u c h  t o o  
c a r e f u l l y  o n  th e  w i n d o w  ledge, a n d

ro lle d  o n  the d i v a n  in p a r o x y s m s  o f  
m i r t h .  I n  a n  in s t a n t  M c H e n r y  w a s  
u p o n  h i m ,  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  the h o ld  w h ic h  
the h a n d b o o k s  say is u n b r e a k a b le .  T h e  
h a n d b o o k s  n e v e r  a ssu m e d  t h a t  on e  o f  a 
h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y  p o u n d s  w o u l d  a t ­
t e m p t  to practic e m a n h a n d l i n g  on one 
o f  a h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y ,  so t h a t  the re­
sults w e r e  n o t in the least a c c o r d in g  to 
th e  ill u s tr a t io n s . M c H e n r y  w a s  d e ­
p o s it e d ,  p a n t i n g ,  o n  the f l o o r .

“ Y o u  d i d  t h a t ,  S p i n d e n ! "  he c r o a k e d .  
“ I  k n o w  y o u  d id  ! Y o u — y o u ------- "

“ I f  y o u  call m e  a n y  m o r e  n a m e s ,”  
p r o m i s e d  his g u e s t,  r e s u m i n g  the ciga­
re tte ,  “ T i l  - t h r o w  y o u  in the ash b a r ­
rel,  P e p .  A n y w a y ,  n o w  w e 'r e  s q u a r e ."

“ S q u a r e ! Y o u  p l a y  a t r i c k  l ik e  t h a t  
o n  a m a n  y o u  ca n lic k ,  a n d  call it 
s q u a r e ? ’ ’

“ P a u s e ,  d e a r  f r i e n d , ”  said S p i n d e n  
a m ic a b l y .  “ L e t ' s  w a l k  h a n d  in h a n d  
t h r o u g h  the d i m  vis ta  o f  the past. P e r ­
haps y o u  d o n ’t recall  a little episode o f  
f r e s h m a n  y e a r .  O n e  S p i n d e n ,  a t r u s t ­
f u l  y o u t h  w i t h  n o  a c q u a in ta n c e s  in 
C a m b r i d g e ,  m e t on e  M c H e n r y  o n  the 
a v e n u e  o n  the first d a y  o f  college,  a n d  
t o o k  h i m  f o r  an u p p e r c l a s s m a n — t h a t  
w a s  because y o u  w e r e  so d a r n e d  c o c k y ,  
P e p .  S a i d  S p i n d e n  asked f o r  a little 
a d v i c e ,  a f t e r  w h ic h  he d a s h e d  o v e r  to 
M e m  t o  a p p l y  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  in the 
D i n i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  a u d i t o r  w a s  
v e r y  decent u n t il  I  said t h a t  m y  a p ­
p lic a t io n  w a s  ba c k e d  b y  a p r o m i n e n t  
s o p h o m o r e .  T h e n  he g r i n n e d ,  a n d  said 
t h a t ,  since th e re  w as r o o m  f o r  o n l y  s i x ­
teen h u n d r e d  m e n  in the j o i n t ,  I  n e e d n ’t 
w o r r y . ”

“ T h a t  w a s  m e r e l y  a p a s s in g  j e s t , ”  
said M c H e n r y  fe e b l y ,  s c r a m b l in g  to  his 
fe e t ,  an d re a c h in g  f o r  th e  H era ld .

“ O n c e  a g a in ,  d e a r f r i e n d .  I  d i d n ' t  
g o  o v e r  to B r i n e ’ s to  a sk f o r  a F r e s h ­
m a n  B i b l e ,  because t h a t  re a lly  did 
s o u n d  to o  f is h y ,  b u t  I  d i d n ’t see a n y ­
t h i n g  o u t  o f  the w a y  in r e p o r t i n g  to 
the p r e s id e n t .  Y o u  see, I ’ d been in 
E n g l a n d  th a t s u m m e r ,  a n d  I  k n e w  h o w
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the i r e s u m e :!  at O x f o r d  h a v e  to r e p o r t  
t o  the vice ch a n c e llo r ,  so I  j u s t  n a t u r a l ­
ly  w a l t z e d  tip to p r o x y ' s  office, go t b y  
the E t h i o p i a n ,  a n d  in t r o d u c e d  m y s e l f / ’

" A  little idea o f  m y  o w n , " ’ said M c ­
H e n r y ,  t r y i n g  to smile.

" Q u i t e  so. T h e n ,  since y o u 'd  told 
m e y o u r  n a m e — o r  1 t h o u g h t  it w i n  y o u r  
n a m e — a n d  w h e r e  y o u  liv e d ,  1 sla m m e d  
in to  s o m e b o d y 's  r o o m  in T h a y e r  r e a d y  
to slay y o u .  T h e  n a m e  y o u ’ d g i v e n  me 
w as A .  B .  See. T h e  senior in th a t 
r o o m  suggested tha t I ’ d b e tte r  go l o o k  
at a d i c t i o n a r y .  S o  I  starte d o u t ,  m a d  
as a h o r n e t ,  a n d  just as I  go t d o w n  on 
the w a l k ,  a f a t  little m a n  b u m p e d  in to  
m e ,  a n d  k n o c k e d  m e  o f f  m y  fe e t.  I  
w a s b u s y  e x p l a i n i n g  his pe d ig re e  to  h i m  
w h e n  1 sa w  it w as the d e a n .”

" O h ,  L o r d ! "  g r o a n e d  P e p p e r ,  s l u m p ­
in g  d is m a lly  i n t o  his c h a ir .  " T h e y ’ ve 
go t an ed itoria l  o n  m e — it's h e a d e d : 
'G o o d  f o r  M c H e n r y !' O h ,  M o n k — y o u  
— y o u ’ re a h u m a n  e r r o r !  L o o k  at it—  
it c o n g r a tu la te s  m e — t h e y 'll  c o p y  this in 
the N e w  Y o r k  p a p e r s ,  an d w h e n  t h a t  
uncle o f  m i n e  sees i t ! M o n k ,  y o u ’ ve 
r u in e d  m e !”

" I t  w a s  a p r e t t y  clever h u n c h , ”  a d ­
m itt e d  S p i n d e n  j o y o u s l y .  “ I t 's  in the 
N e w  Y o r k  p a p e r s ,  too— t h e y 'r e  all there 
i f  y o u  care t o  l o o k  at t h e m . Y o u  see. 
it w a s  like t h i s : I  w a s  in t o w n  c h a sin g 
ads f o r  th e  M o n th ly ,  a n d  w h e n  I w as 
h a v i n g  l u n c h  at the P a r k e r  H o u s e  it 
o ccu rre d  to m e  t h a t  w e ’ve  h a d  R e p u b l i ­
can, a n d  D e m o c r a t i c ,  an d P r o g r e s s i v e  
C l u b s  o u t here d u r i n g  the c a m p a ig n s ,  
but n e v e r  a P r o h i b i t i o n  C l u b .  S o  1 ha d 
a n o t h e r  high b a ll,  a n d  w e n t  u p  to  the 
S tate  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  to ld  t h e m  w h a t  
a p u r e ,  h i g h - m i n d e d  lobster y o u  are,  
and h o w  y o u  w e re  o u t  to  d o w n  the h ig h  
cost o f  l i v i n g ,  a n d all those t h in g s —  
a n d -------- ”

" B u t  m y u n d e r  said M c H e n r y ,  in 
u tte r  w r e tc h e d n e s s ,  " m y  uncle 's c o m ­
in g  o v e r  here in a f e w  d a y s ,  a n d — o f  
course, it do e sn 't  m a k e  a n y  p a r t ic u l a r  
diffe re n ce  f o r  a rh in o ce ro s like v o u r / e l f

— b u t  m y  b i r t h d a y  comes a lo n g  a b o u t  
t h e n ,  a n d  I  h a l f  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to — s a y ,  
h o w  d id  y o u  k n o w  he's o n e  o f  t h a t  
A n t i - C i g a r e t t e  g a n g ? ”

" Y o u  to ld  m e  y o u r s e l f , ”  c r o w e d  
S p i n d e n ,  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  a t h i r d  c o r k -  
t ip p e d  spe cim e n . " A n d  P e p p e r ,  d e a r ,  
d o n 't  y o u  suppose y o u r  u n cle  w il l  be 
h a p p y  to k n o w  his little P e p p e r ’ s 
g r o w i n g  so m a n l y  at colle ge ?”

" M a n l y ! "  r o a r e d  M c H e n r y .  “ H o w  
d o  y o u  suppose I ' m  g o i n g  to  g e t o u t  o f  
th is  m e ss, y o u  y o u n g  h y e n a ?  T h i s  is 
th e  r o u g h e s t  deal I ' v e  e v e r  h a d  in m y  
l i f e ! W h a t  in  t h u n d e r  d o  y o u  m e a n  b y  
it ?”

" O h ,  a lad as c le ve r as y o u  are o u g h t  
t o  h a n d le  it all r i g h t , ”  said S p i n d e n  
ca relessly. " I f  I  co u ld  ge t a w a y  w i t h  
r e p o r t i n g  to the p r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  a s k in g  
f o r  A . '  B .  See, a n d  t a l k i n g  dialect to  the 
d e a n ,  I  guess y o u  o u g h t  to m a n a g e  on e  
in n o c e n t un cle  easily e n o u g h .  Y o u ’ re 
su ch  a cle ve r b o y !”

I t  w a s  the first t im e  in his b r i e f  col­
lege ca re er t h a t  M c H e n r y  h a d  e v e r  
been o n  the d e f e n s i v e ,  a n d  he d i d n ’ t  
relish th e  p a r t .  A t  th e  same t im e ,  he 
sa w  v e r y  clearly t h a t  his r e p u t a t i o n  
w i t h  th e  class, w i t h  S p i n d e n ,  a n d  w i t h  
his f a m i l y  w a s  at s tak e . I t  w a s  still 
a n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  to d i s p l a y  th a t 
w e a lt h  o f  s tr a te g y  w h i c h ,  a c c o r d in g  to 
the g e n e r a l  r u m o r ,  w as the c h a r a c t e r is ­
tic fe a t u r e  o f  his g e n iu s . H e  s m ile d —  
f e e b l y .

" I t ' l l  m e a n  t h a t  I ’ ll h a v e  t o  g iv e  u p  
s m o k i n g  f o r  a few-- d a y s , ”  he m u r m u r e d .

" S m o k i n g ' s  p o i s o n ,  a n y w a y —-w h e r e  
are the m a t c h e s ? ”

" O n  the table — w a s  t h a t  s o m e b o d y  
k n o c k i n g ? ”

" C o m e  i n !”  said S p i n d e n  l a z i l y
A n  i n fin ite s im a l m e sse n ge r p o k e d  his 

he a d  a r o u n d  the c o r n e r  o f  the d o o r ,  
a n d  cam e in l e is u r e ly .  I n  one h a n d  he 
held a t e le g r a m , a n d  in the o t h e r  the 
s i g n a t u r e  b o o k .  M c H e n r y  s c r a w l e d  his 
initia ls in the p r o p e r  space, and tore 
o pen the y e l lo w  e n v e lo p e . H e  read the
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message on ce , t w ic e — a n d  t h e n  he rose, 
a n d  chased the m e sse n g e r i n t o  the c o r ­
r i d o r .

T h e  te le g r a m  w as f r o m  th e  r e f o r m e r -  
u n c le ,  a n d  it r e a d ,  in  s u b s t a n c e :

Congratulations. Shall arrive Thursday 
morning and spend several days with you. 
Anti-Cigarette League heartily indorses your 
project. Stand ready to furnish money for 
propaganda among the students. Will be 
pleased to address your club at your next 
meeting.

“ A n d  t h i s , ”  sa id M c H e n r y  b i t t e r l y ,  
f o r g e t t i n g  all a b o u t  the D i n i n g  A s s o ­
c ia t io n ,  a n d  the p r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  A .  B .  
S e e , a n d  th e  d e a n ,  “ this is y o u r  l o n g -  
leg ge d, sla b -sid e d , r e d - h e a d e d ,  p i g e o n -  
toed idea o f  a j o k e !  S p i n d e n ,  I ' l l  re ­
m e m b e r  t h i s ! ”

" Y o n  bet y o u  w i l l , ”  a greed his f r i e n d ,  
in g re a t glee.

A s  so o n  as he h a d  finished the ciga­
rette,  lie t o o k  his d e p a r t u r e ,  a n d  d u r i n g  
the i n t e r v a l  he ha d e x c h a n g e d  n o  f u r ­
t h e r  w o r d s  w i t h  the g r e a t ta c tic ia n , w h o  
sat m o o d i l y  at his d e s k ,  d r a w i n g  m e a n ­
ingless squares a n d  circles o n  a the m e  
tablet. M c H e n r y  t h u s  e m p l o y e d  w a s 
d a n g e r o u s ,  a n d  S p i n d e n  k n e w  it.

" B y  g o s h ! "  said the je s t e r  to h i m s e l f ,  
as he h u r r i e d  d o w n  th e  l o n g  h a l l w a y  
to his o w n  r o o m ,  “ I  w o n d e r  i f  he zvill 
r e m e m b e r  it? D o e s n ’ t the p o o r  p r u n e  
k n o w  w h e n  w e 'r e  s q u a r e ? ' ’

T h a t  c o n t in g e n c y ,  i f  the t r u t h  be t o l d ,  
h a d n 't  e ve n  o c c u r r e d  to  M c H e n r y .

I I .
M r .  F r e d e r i c  G .  P r i n c e ,  r e f o r m e r  a n d  

idealist,  sat in his n e p h e w 's  c o m f o r t a b l e  
r o o m ,  a n d  e x a m i n e d  the m in utire  t h e r e ­
o f  w i t h  l i v e l y  in te re st. I t  w a s  the first 
tim e  he h a d  e v e r  b e a r d e d  a stu d e n t in 
his d e n ,  a n d  h e 'l i k e d  the scen ery.

“ B u t  I  h a d  a n  im p r e s s io n ,  J a m e s , ”  
he said , “ t h a t  the b o ys w e n t  a r o u n d —  
e r— v i s it i n g — t h a t  is, m o r e  t h a n  t h e y  
seem to d o .  N o  one called this a f t e r ­
n o o n ,  a n d  n o  one has been in this e v e n ­
in g . I s n 't  th a t r a th e r  u n u s u a l ? "

“ O h ,  n o , "  sa id P e p p e r  p r o m p t l y .  
“ T h e  fa c t  is t h a t  m y  f r i e n d s  a r e —  
w e l l -------- ”

“ N a t u r a l l y , ”  o p i n e d  M r .  P r i n c e ,  “ i f  
t h e y ’ re th e  so rt o f  b o y s  w h o  belie ve in 
m o d e r a t i o n  a n d  d i g n i t y ,  t h e y ’ re d ilig e n t  
stu d e n ts .  I  h a d n ’t t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t.  
T h e y ’ re p r o b a b l y  s t u d y i n g . ”

“ U n d o u b t e d l y , "  said P e p p e r ,  w i t h  
g r e a t  r e l i e f ,  b u t  his respite w a s  o f  u n ­
m e r c i f u l l y  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n ,  f o r  a t r e ­
m e n d o u s  r a p  o n  the d o o r  w a s  f o l l o w e d  
b y  the e n tra n c e  o f  J o h n  P h i l li p s  in an 
o l d  m a s t e r ’ s g o w n  a n d  h o o d ,  S p i n d e n  
w i t h  a l u x u r i a n t  p a i r  o f  fa lse w h i s k e r s ,  
a n d  T e d  S e w a l l  in  a c u t a w a y  co a t a n d  
silk  h a t.

“ I  beg y o u r  p a r d o n , ”  s t a m m e r e d  
S e w a l l ,  “ w e  d i d n ' t — w e  o n l y  w a n t e d  to 
i n t e r v i e w  y o u  a b o u t  th e  P r o h i b i t i o n
club r

“ C o m e  i n ,  g e n t le m e n ,  c o m e  i n ! ”  i n ­
v i t e d  the un cle  w a r m l y .  ‘ I ’ m  d e lig h te d  
t o  see y o u !”

M c H e n r y ,  t a k e n  c o m p l e t e l y  o f f  his 
g u a r d ,  s to o d  p e trifie d  w h i l e  his th re e  
f r i e n d s  i n t r o d u c e d  th e m se lv e s u n d e r  
c h a r m i n g l y  r o m a n t i c  aliases, as a p r o c ­
t o r ,  a t u t o r ,  a n d  a class p r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  
seated t h e m se lv e s a b o u t th e  r o o m . B y  
th e  t im e  he ca m e  t o  his senses, he re a l­
i z e d  t h a t  he c o u l d n ’t  e x p o s e  t h e m  w i t h ­
o u t  e x p o s i n g  h i m s e l f .  H e  w a s  t r a p p e d .  
H e  t r i e d  d e s p e r a t e ly  to g r i n .

“ A s  a n  o fficer o f  the u n i v e r s i t y , ”  be­
g a n  P h i l l i p s ,  r o ll in g  u p  his sleeves,  a n d  
f a n n i n g  h i m s e l f  w i t h  his c a p, “ I  called 
to c o n g r a tu l a t e  y o u r  n e p h e w ,  s ir ,  o n  the 
stan d he has t a k e n  f o r  p u r i t y  in m o r a l s .  
H e ' s — w e ll ,  sir ,  l ie ’ s a p e r f e c t  d e m o n  
o n  m o r a l i t y .  H e ’ s o n e  o f  the best little 
m o r a l  s tu de n ts w e ’v e  g o t  h e r e .”

“ A h — i n d e e d !”  said th e  r e f o r m e r ,  
w a t c h i n g  P h i l l i p s ’ sleeves as t h o u g h  
fa s c in a te d .

“ Y o u  be t he i s ! ”  c o n f i r m e d  S e w a l l ,  
p r o d u c i n g  his silv e r  case. H e  e x t r a c t e d  
a cigare tte ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d :  " Y o u r
n e p h e w ,  M r .  P r i n c e ,  ha s th e  u n q u a lif ie d  
s u p p o r t  o f  the— e r— the r ig h t  c r o w d .



MCHENRY ANT) THE BLUE RIBBON 81

W e ' r e  w i t h  h i m  t o o th  a n d  n a i l !”  H e  
p in c h e d  the cigare tte ,  a n d  d o u b le d  w i t h  
a g o n y  at the r e m i n d e r  w h i c h  S p i n d e n  
c o n v e y e d  t o  his shin t h r o u g h  th e  m e ­
d i u m  o f  his n u m b e r  tens. " T h i s , ”  said 
S e w a l l ,  w i t h  m a r v e l o u s  presence o f  
m i n d ,  a l t h o u g h  his eyes w e r e  s w i m m i n g  
w i t h  i n v o l u n t a r y  te ars,  “ this ,  sir,  is the 
curse o f  m o d e r n  y o u t h  !"  H e  held u p  th e  
cigarette f o r  in s p e c tio n ,  a n d  laid it  o n  
the table.

" R i g h t !”  e x c la i m e d  th e  r e f o r m e r .  
" T h a t  an d c o c k ta ils ."

“ S p e a k i n g  o f  c o c k t a ils ,”  said P h i l l i p s  
qu ite  u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  " t h e r e ’ s a n e w  b a r

" S o m e  on e  at the d o o r ! ”  t h u n d e r e d  
S p i n d e n .

M c H e n r y ,  w h o  w a s  b y  this tim e  o n  
the v e r g e  o f  n e r v o u s  p r o s t r a t i o n ,  b e ­
held R o g e r  W a r d ,  d a p p e r ,  e n e rge tic ,  
d e f e r e n t ia l ,  o n  the th r e s h o ld  w i t h  a 
n o t e b o o k  in  his h a n d .

“ B e g  p a r d o n , ”  a p o lo g i z e d  W a r d ,  
b o w i n g  to  each o f  the five in t u r n .  
" W h i c h  is M r .  J a m e s  M c H e n r y ?  I  
r e p re se n t the press o f  B o s t o n . ”

" D i d n ' t  I  tell y o u ,  J a m e s ? ”  b e a m e d  
his un cle . “ A  m a n  w h o  u n d e r t a k e s  
so me u p l i f t i n g  m issio n  like y o u r s  is i n ­
fin ite ly  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  to  the c o m m u ­
n i t y  t h a n  a l a z y ,  pu rposeless s t u d e n t !  
C o m e  in,  sir— m y  n e p h e w  ha s a m e s ­
sage f o r  all th e  y o u t h  o f  all the w o r l d  
to h e a r .”

" W h a t  I  r e a lly  w a n t e d , ”  e x p la i n e d  
W a r d ,  h o l d i n g  his h a n d  to his fa c e ,  as 
he c a u g h t sight o f  S p i n d e n ’ s w h is k e r s ,  
" w a s  a s tate m e n t o f — o f  th e — the de­
tails--------”

“ E x a c t l y ! ”  c rie d  M r .  P r i n c e .  “ T h e  
m o r e  p u b l i c it y  the b e t t e r !  J a m e s ,  h e r e ’ s 
the chance o f  a l i f e t i m e !”

U n d e r  the w i n d o w  th e re  w a s  the s u d ­
den r o a r  o f  m a n y  vo ices. P h i l l i p s ,  w h o  
w as fa s t  losing c o n t r o l  o f  h i m s e l f ,  rose, 
a n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  in to  M o u n t  A u b u r n  
S t r e e t .

" H u r r a y  f o r  o u r  s i d e ! ”  he" c h o k e d .  
“ I t ' s — it's a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  !"

6 B

T h e  m u l t i t u d e ,  w h i c h  w a s  l a r g e l y  
co m p o se d  o f  th e  small  g a m in s  o f  C a m ­
b r i d g e ,  w h o  can be h i r e d  f o r  a n y  t e m ­
p o r a r y  e m e r g e n c y  a t  th e  c u r r e n t  ra te  o f  
fiv e  cents, cheered o b l i g i n g l y .

“ S p e e c h ! S p e e c h !”
“ H u r r a h  f o r  M a c — t ’ ree cheers f o r  

M c H e n r y !”
“ Y e s !  S p e e c h ! ”
“ S p e e c h !  P u t  o u t  y o u r  b e a n ,  M a c ! ” 
“ W e  w a n t  M c H e n r y !  W e  w a n t  M c ­

H e n r y  !”
T h e  r e f o r m e r  f a i r l y  b u b b le d  w i t h  

p r i d e  a n d  e x c it e m e n t .
" T h e y  w a n t  y o u ,  J a m e s !  S a y  s o m e ­

t h i n g  t o  t h e m ! I  tell y o u ,  g e n t le m e n ,  
this is a w o n d e r f u l  t r i u m p h  f o r  th e  
c l e a n - m i n d e d  y o u n g  m e n  o f  th is  u n i ­
v e r s i t y  ! G o  o n ,  J a m e s — m a k e  t h e m  a 
spe e ch.”

P e p p e r ,  w h o  w a s  h a r d l y  able t o  stan d 
o n  his f e e t ,  sta g g e re d  to  the w i n d o w  
a n d  pe e re d  o u t .  T h e  c r o w d  cheered 
w i l d l y .  I

“ S p e e c h ! S p e e c h .!”
“ H e y ,  m i s te r ,  scra m ble  a c e n t ! ”  
“ F e l l o w s . ”  said M c H e n r y  h o a rs e ly ,  

“ the saloons m u s t  g o ! ”
“ Y e a ,  b o ! "
“ S o — so— so le t ’ s all he lp t o  k e e p  ’e m  

g o i n g ! ”
“ I  t o ld  y o u  lie's c le v e r  I”  y e lle d S e w ­

a ll ,  p o u n d i n g  S p i n d e n  o n  th e  b a c k —  
t o  m a k e  u p  f o r  the p u n i s h m e n t  ac­
c o r d e d  t o  his o w n  shin.

“ I  t h a n k  y o u !" said P e p p e r ,  clo sin g 
th e  w i n d o w  w i t h  a b a n g . T h e  c r o w d  
o u t s id e  y e lle d  v o c i f e r o u s l y ,  a n d  a d d e d  
catcalls to its r e p e r t o i r e .

“ I t  seems to  m e  y o u  m issed an e x ­
c e ptio na l o p p o r t u n i t y , ”  c o m p la in e d  the 
r e f o r m e r ,  w i s h i n g  t h a t  th e  p o p u la c e  ha d 
i n q u i r e d  f o r  h i m  inste a d. " W h y ,  J a m e s ,  
w h e r e  a re  y o u  g o i n g ? "

" J u s t  o u ts id e  a m i n u t e — I 'l l  be b a c k  
in  ten s e c o n d s ,"  p r o m i s e d  the strate gic 
o n e ,  escaping to  the h a l l w a y .

U p o n  his r e t u r n ,  he f o u n d  his u n cle  
r e h e a r s in g  the creed o f  the A n t i - C i g a ­
rette L e a g u e  to the f o u r  m e n  w h o  t r i e d
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to  lo o k  inte re ste d as t h e y  listen ed. H e  
t o o k  his seat in  the d a r k e s t c o r n e r ,  an d 
w a i t e d .  H e  k n e w  his uncle v e r y  w e ll ,  
a n d  t w o  o r  thre e  tim es he a lm o s t smiled 
as t h e ir  v i s it o r s  a tt e m p t e d  to t u r n  t h e ir  
a tt e n t io n  to h i m s e l f ,  a n d  w e r e  as 
p r o m p t l y  b r o u g h t  ba ck to the subject 
b y  the i n d e fa ti g a b l e  idealist.  T e n  m i n ­
utes passed, a n d  t w e n t y — M r .  P r i n c e  
d ila te d u p o n  the u n s u llie d  b o y h o o d  o f  
his n e p h e w ,  an d re la te d countless anec­
dotes t o u c h i n g  u p o n  his v e n e r a t i o n  o f  
t r u t h ,  his l o v e  o f  m o d e s t y ,  a n d  his 
y e a r n i n g  f o r  a h ig h e r  l ife .

P e p p e r  w r i t h e d ,  b u t  w a i t e d  c o n fi d e n t ­
ly .  H e  o b s e r v e d  w i t h  j o y  tha t S p i n -  
d e n ’ s w h is k e r s  w e r e  d r o o p i n g  p i t i a b l y ,  
a n d  t h a t  P h i l l i p s  w a s  g r o w i n g  v e r y  
w a r m  in his p a d d e d  g o w n .  H e  su ffe r e d  
e x q u is ite  p a in  w h e n  S e w a l l ,  str e tc h in g  
h i m s e l f ,  t h r e a t e n e d  to  p u t  his f o o t  in 
his silk h a t ,  a n d  m isse d it b y  the m e re st 
f r a c t io n  o f  an i n c h ;  bu t he r e jo ic e d  a 
t h o u s a n d f o l d  w h e n  W a r d ,  in p u s h i n g  
b a c k  his c h a ir ,  scraped the n a p  f r o m  
the f o u r t e e n - d o l l a r  tile ,  a n d  r u in e d  it  
ho pe le ssly. H i s  c o n te n t w a s  all th e  
g r e a te r  because S e w a l l ,  h a v i n g  a s s u m e d  
the role o f  a m o r a l i s t ,  c o u l d n ’t be p r o ­
f a n e  a b o u t it.

A n d  t h e n ,  j u s t  w h e n  P e p p e r  w as be­
g i n n i n g  to  d e s p a ir ,  w h e n  his j o c u l a r  
fr i e n d s  h a d  w o r n  o u t  t h e ir  i m a g i n a t i o n  
in his b e h a l f ,  a n d  his uncle w a s  o n  the 
p o i n t  o f  d e m a n d i n g  p e r s o n a l  r e v e l a ­
t io n s, th e re  came a r e v e r b e r a t i n g  t a t t o o  
o n  the s t u d y  d o o r ,  a n d f o r  the first 
t im e  th a t n ig h t  P e p p e r  fe l t  n o  u n e a s i­
ness.

“ C o m e  i n !”  he s h o u te d.
“ J a m e s ! ’ ’ r e p r o v e d  his uncle .
T h e r e  entered a y o u n g  m a n  in a b r i l ­

lia n tly  checked suit . T h e  v a m p s  o f  his 
shoes w e r e  p a t e n t  le a t h e r ,  w h ile  the u p ­
pers w e r e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n s i n u a t i n g  
shade o f  t a n .  H i s  h a t w a s  o f  green 
v e l o u r s ,  w i t h  a b o w  b e h i n d ,  a n d  his 
v i v i d l y  stripe d tie rested o n  a pleated 
s h i r t  w h ic h  w a s  se veral m o n t h s  ahead

o f  the fa s h io n s . H e  w as s m o k i n g  a 
f r a g r a n t  cigar.

" M c H e n r y ? "  lie asked o f  the c o m ­
p a n y .

“ R i g h t  h e r e ! "  said P e p p e r .  " H a v e  a 
seat. W h a t  can I  d o  f o r  y o u  ?’ ’

“ I ’m  f r o m  the H e r a ld ,”  v o u c h s a f e d  
th e  n e w c o m e r .

" I f  y o u ’ ll a ll o w  m e the s u g g e s t io n ,"  
i n t e r r u p t e d  M r .  P r i n c e ,  b r i d l i n g ,  “ n o n e  
o f  these g e n tle m e n  belie ve in  the use 
o f  tobacco— f r o m  m o r a l ,  e c o n o m ic ,  o r
h y g ie n ic  g r o u n d s -------- ”

" W e l l ,  I  d o — are y o u  th e  M c H e n r y  
w h o  ru n s the P r o h i b i t i o n  C l u b  o u t 
here ?”

" C e r t a i n l y  I  a m , ’ ’ a d m i t t e d  P e p p e r  
e n g a g in g l y .  " C a n  I  g i v e  y o u  a s t o r y ? ’ ’ 

“ T h a t ’ s w h a t  I  came f o r , ”  said the 
r e p o r t e r ,  s t a r i n g  u n a b a s h e d  at the r e ­
m a r k a b l e  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  co stu m e s w h ic h  
c o n f r o n t e d  h i m .

“ W e l l ,  w e r e  all o r g a n i z e d — officers 
elected— all r e a d y  f o r  b u s in e s s .”

" F i n e !”  T h e  m a n  w h o  claim e d t o  be 
f r o m  the H era ld  p r o d u c e d  sheets o f  
c o p y  p a p e r ,  a n d  a s t u b b y  f o u n t a i n  p e n . 
" L e t  h e r  slide. A n y  b ig  athletes in the 
c r o w d  ?”

‘O h ,  ye s— I ’ ll g i v e  y o u  the list. I ’ m  
p r e s i d e n t ,  o f  co u rse . T h e  vice p r e s i ­
d e n t  is J o h n  P h i l l i p s -------- ”

" O n  th e  fo o t b a ll  t e a m ? ”
“ O h ,  h o l d  o n  t h e r e !”  said P h i l l i p s ,  

s u d d e n l y  w a k i n g  to  the s o u n d  o f  his 
o w n  n a m e .

" Y e s ,  h e ’ s the o n e . I ' l l  g iv e  y o u  a list 
o f  his clubs late r. T h e  s e cre tary is
R o b e r t  A .  S p i n d e n -------- ”

" S u r e — c r e w  m a n ,  isn ’ t h e ? ”
“ W a i t  a m i n u t e , ”  be gg ed S p i n d e n ,  

n o t  n o t ic i n g  t h a t  p a r t  o f  bis w h is k e r s  
h a d  loo se n e d. " H e  i s n ’t— o h ,  I  k n o w  
h i m  w e l l !”

“ C r e w , ”  insisted M c H e n r y ,  "class 
baseball t e a m  last s p r i n g ,  an d in the 
m u s ic a l  clubs. H i s  f a t h e r  is S p i n d e n ,  
o f  the F l o u r  T r u s t . ”

“ G o  a h e a d — a n y b o d y  else?”
P e p p e r  g lan ce d at the f o u r  m e n ,  w h o
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w e r e  l o o k i n g  v e r y  serious a n d  u n e a s y ; 
an d at his u n c le ,  w h o  n o d d e d  p r o u d l y  
at each n a m e . P e p p e r  k n e w  e x a c t l y  
w h a t  he w a s  t h i n k i n g — h o w  d e l i g h t f u l  
it w as t h a t  m e n  so cially  a n d  a th le tic a lly  
p r o m i n e n t  in such a g r e a t  u n i v e r s i t y  
sho u ld be so d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
m o r a l  issues.

“ T h e  t r e a s u r e r , ”  sa id P e p p e r  v e r y
d i s t in c t l y ,  “ is T h e o d o r e  P .  B e w a i l -------- ”

“ T h a t  th e  S e w a l l  w h o  w a s  m i x e d  u p  
in the th e a te r r io t  last y e a r ? ”

“ O h ,  d o n ' t ! "  said S e w a l l  m is e r a b l y .  
“ H e ’ s the on e . A n d  the c h a ir m a n  o f  

the e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i tt e e  is R o g e r  W a r d .  
T h a t  o u g h t  t o  be a g o o d  b it ,  because 
W a r d ' s  f a m i l y  are in the d is t illin g  b u s i­
ness in L o u i s v i l l e , ”

“ P e a c h  o f  a s t o r y , ”  a g re e d  the re ­
p o r t e r ,  scrib b lin g  r a p i d l y .  “ N e x t ? "  

“ T h a t ’s all the officers. N o w  I ’ ll g o
a h e ad  w i t h  the c o n s t i t u t i o n --------”

“ J u s t  a m o m e n t ,  p le a s e ,”  the r e ­
f o r m e r  b r o k e  in. “ I f  it w o u l d  a dd 
w e ig h t  to  y o u r  r e p o r t ,  sir ,  y o u  m i g h t  
a dd th a t F r e d e r i c  G .  P r i n c e — this y o u n g  
m a n 's  u n c le — o f  the N e w  Y o r k  A n t i -  
C i g a r e t t e  L e a g u e ,  has d o n a t e d  th e  club 
the s u m  o f  five h u n d r e d  do lla rs w i t h  
w h ic h  t o  p r o m o t e  the a d m i r a b l e  w o r k

" W h a t ! "  e x c la i m e d  P h i l l i p s ,  s ittin g  
bolt u p r i g h t .

“ F i v e  h u n d r e d -------- ”
“ T o  be u s e d ,”  said M r .  P r i n c e  g r a ­

cio u s ly ,  “ pre cise ly a n d  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  as 
m y  n e p h e w  shall d e t e r m in e .  I  tr u s t  his 
j u d g m e n t  a b s o l u t e l y .”

“ J u s t  o n e  m o r e  t h i n g , ”  a d d e d  P e p p e r ,  
“ w o u l d  y o u  m i n d  h o l d i n g  tiie s t o r y  u p 
f o r  a d a y  o r  t w o ?  T h e r e ' s  a lot I ' d  
like t o  get in to  it— plan s th a t a r e n 't  
q u ite  se ttled, a n d  it o c c u r r e d  to m e t h a t  
it m i g h t  r u n  b e tte r as a S u n d a y  fe a t u r e  
— p h o t o g r a p h s ,  y o u  k n o w — I 'l l  get p i c ­
tu res o f  the officers, i f  y o u  lik e — a n d  a 
lot o f  d r i p  a b o u t h o w  H a r v a r d  has 
changed since the d is g u s t in g  d a ys  w h e n  
m e n  s m o k e d  h o r r i d  cigare tte s,  a n d  
d r a n k  r u m  in t h e ir  t e a .”

T h e  r e p o r t e r  l o o k e d  at h i m  c u r i o u s l y ,  
a n d  a ll o w e d  his eyes t o  t w i n k l e  s lig h tly .  
H e  w a s  an acute  y o u n g  m a n ,  a n d  he 
w a s  a l r e a d y  f a i r l y  w e ll  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
the s itu a tio n .

“ Y e s , "  said P e p p e r ,  “ a n d  to  clear u p 
a n y  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  I ’ ll p r e s e n t  y o u  to  the 
g e n t le m e n  n o w .  M r .  R e p o r t e r ,  this is
M r .  W a r d  o n  y o u r  r i g h t -------- "

“ G l a d  t o  m e e t y o u ,  M r .  W a r d . ”  
“ M r .  S e w a l l -------- ”
“ S e w a l l ,  S e w a l l ? ”  re p e a te d  th e  r e ­

f o r m e r .  “ I  t h o u g h t — I  m u s t  h a v e  m i s ­
u n d e r s t o o d  y o u r  n a m e ,  M r .  S e w a l l .  I  
t h o u g h t  y o u  said H a m i l t o n . ”

“ E x c u s e  m e . "  said S p i n d e n ,  le a p in g  
t o  his fe e t.  " I — I  h a v e  an a p p o i n t m e n t .  
I ’ ll see y o u  a g a i n ,  M r .  P r i n c e ,  I  h o p e

" F v e  g o t  to  g o ,  t o o -------- ”
“ I ' m  late n o w -------
“ I f  y o u ’ ll w a i t  o n e  s e c o n d ,”  p le a d e d  

th e  r e p o r t e r ,  “ I  f o r g o t  all a b o u t  h i m —  
I ’ v e  g o t  a p h o t o g r a p h e r  o u t  in th e  hall  
w i t h  a f l a s h l i g h t  c a m e r a . I t  w o n ’t  ta k e  
h a l f  a second-------

“ I ’m  f e a r f u l l y  l a t e ,”  s t a m m e r e d  
S p i n d e n .

M c H e n r y  sto o d in th e  d o o r w a y ,  a n d  
fo l d e d  his a r m s .

“ T h e  v e s t r y  m e e t i n g  is n ’t f o r  h a l f  an 
h o u r , ”  he de cla re d s o le m n l y .  “ I  k n o w ,  
because I  w a s  i n v i t e d  m y s e l f .  T h e r e ’ s 
p l e n t y  o f  t im e .  B r i n g  o n  y o u r  flash 
l i g h t !

I I I .
T h e  clo ck s t r u c k  t w o .  J o h n  P h i l l i p s ,  

w h o  h a d  a r g u e d  lo u d e st a n d  said least, 
y a w n e d  w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y ,  a n d  r e v e r t e d  
to  the o r ig i n a l  a n d  v i t a l  q u e r y : “ W e l l ,  
w h a t  are w e  g o i n g  t o  d o  a b o u t  it ?”

" D o n ’ t ask m e,”  r e t o r t e d  S p i n d e n  
a g g r i e v e d l y .

" W h y  n o t ?  Y o u  g o t  us i n t o  the 
mess, d i d n ’t y o u ? ”

. “ I  can see m y  d a d  r e a d in g  t h a t  dope 
in the p a p e r s ,"  said W a r d ,  w h o s e  fa ce 
w as pa th e tic .  “ I t ’ s a fine a d v e r t is e -  
m e n t  f o r  h i m ,  is n ’t i t ? ”
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“ Y e * ,"  said Sew all , " a rid  m a y b e  y o u ’ d 
like to  k n o w  tha t a f t e r  o u r  y o u n g  
th e a t e r  p a r t y  last y e a r — a l t h o u g h  I ’ ll 
s w e a r  1 d i d n ’ t t h r o w  a single l e m o n —  
m y  o w n  p a te rn a l  a n ce sto r o n  m y  f a ­
t h e r 's  side said th a t i f  I got m y  n a m e  
in p r i n t  like t h a t  a g a i n ,  I  co u ld q u it  this 
g ild e d l i f e ,  a n d  begin to d r a w  s ix  d o l ­
lars a w e e k  in the f a c t o r y .  T h a t ’ s a 
p r e t t y  p i c t u r e ,  i s n ’ t it?  W h a t  arc  y o u  
g o i n g  t o  d o  a b o u t  it ,  M o n k ? "

" Y o u  fellow's m a k e  m e  sick !”  b l u r t e d  
S p i n d e n  a g g r e s s iv e ly .  “ W e r e n ’ t y o u  
t h e r e ,  t o o ?  D o n ’t b la m e  it on m e !
1 l o w  in t h u n d e r  d id  /  k n o w  th a t P e p  
w as te le p h o n i n g  a real r e p o r t e r  to come 
o u t  and m a k e  hash o f  o u r  r e p u ta tio n s ?
I to ld  y o u  h e ’ s cle ve r !”

“ W h a t  gets m e . ”  a d d e d  W a r d ,  “ is 
h o w  lie’ s g o i n g  t o  keep it u p ? ”

“ D o n ’t w o r r y  a b o u t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  i t , ”  
a d v is e d  S e w a l l .  “ Y o u  j u s t  k e e p b u s y  
t h i n k i n g  h o w  w e ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  l iv e  i t  
d o w n !”

“ A s  a last re s o rt— I ’ve  h e a rd  th a t
y o u  can  b r i b e  n e w s p a p e r  m e n --------’ ’

“ Y e s — w h e n  t h e y ’v e  g o t a chance at 
a co m ic f e a t u r e  lik e  t h i s ! W h e r e  w e r e  
y o u  w h e n  y o u  h e a r d  it ?”

“ W e l l — vve c o u ld  tr y --------”
“ A l l  r i g h t , ”  said P h i l l i p s  b r i s k l y .  

“ H o w  m u c h  has a n y b o d y  g o t  o n  t a p ? ”  
T h e  c o n s p ir a t o r s  s h o o k  t h e i r  he ads 

in u n is o n .
“ r m  o v e r d r a w n  f o u r  d o lla rs  n o w .
__ *y

“ I ’v e  g o t t h i r t y  t o  last  f o r  s ix  
w e e k s .”

“ A n d  I ? ”  said W a r d ,  “ h a d  to w r i t e  
h o m e  last w e e k  f o r  e n o u g h  t o  get m y  
shoes shin ed . I  stand a f a t  chance t o  
d r a w  a n o t h e r  w a d  b e fo r e  C h r i s t m a s . ”

“ I  suppose  t w o  o r  three h u n d r e d  
W o u ld  l o o k  p r e t t y  big to t h a t  n e w s p a p e r  
c h a p , ”  m u s e d  P h i l l i p s .  “ A n d  t h e r e ’ s a 
little l e e w a y ,  t o o — w e  m u s t n ’ t f o r g e t  
t h a t — P e p  told  h i m  t o  h o l d  it  f o r  S u n ­
d a y , "

A  A d e n  relighted his p ip e ,  an d es­

sa yed to  smile c y n ic a lly  at t h e  sam e 
tim e .

“ T w o  o r  thre e  h u n d r e d — chicken 
f e e d !”  he scoffed. “ H e  w o u l d n ’t smell 
o f  a n y t h i n g  less t h a n  f i v e ! ”

" I  suppose vve m i g h t  g o  to  P e p p e r , ”  
said S e w a l l  t i m i d l y .

“ T o  b o r r o w  his  five — the five  his 
uncle g a v e  h i m ? "

T h e y  all s h o w e d  f a i n t  signs o f  a p ­
p r e c i a t i o n ,  b u t  e ve n  a g o o d  j o k e  w a s 
p o w e r le s s  to  r e m o v e  t h e ir  pall  o f  a p ­
p r e h e n s io n .

“ N o — t o  e x p la i n  it  t o  h i m — a n d  tell 
h i m  to  call it o f f ,  like a g o o d  f e l l o w . ”  

“ F i n e ! T h e  same w a y  tun called it 
o f f — like g o o d  fe l lo w s  !”

" T h e  o n l y  t r o u b le  w i t h  the w h o le  
b u s in e s s ,"  insisted S p i n d e n ,  “ is t h a t  the 
f a t - h e a d e d  b r u t e  c o u l d n ’ t  see w h e n  w e  
w e r e  s q u a r e ! I  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  to
let b y g o n e s be b y g o n e s -------- ”

" D e a r  m a n , ”  said P h i l l i p s ,  “ I  k n o w  
P e p  M c H e n r y  lik e  a b o o k !  H e ’d ha ve  
called it o f f  fa s t  e n o u g h  i f  w e  h a d n ’ t 
b u tte d  in o n  his uncle t h a t  w a y ! W h a t  
b o th e r s  m e is t h a t  P e p  has a d i s g u s tin g  
h a b i t  o f  t u r n i n g  a little j o k e  like  this to  
his o w n  a d v a n t a g e ,  at the sam e tim e  
t h a t  h e ’ s r u b b i n g  it in o n  the o t h e r  f e l ­
l o w .  I  tell y o u ,  P e p ’ s a b o u t  as sa fe  as 
a b u z z  sa w  to  m o n k e y  w i t h !”

“ T h e r e ’ s one t h i n g  w e  can d o , ”  said 
S p i n d e n  s u d d e n l y .  " B y  g o s h ,  w e ’ re a 
lot o f  silly idio ts n o t  to  t h i n k  o f  it  b e ­
f o r e  ! W h y ,  w e  can s im p ly  sit d o w n  
a n d  w r i t e  to  the H era ld ,  a n d  d e n y  the 
w h o le  business— b e fo r e  th ey  p r in t i t :”  

“ T h e n  h o w  a b o u t  P e p ’ s un cle ? 
Y o u ' v e  g o t t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  b o t h  he 
a n d  the r e p o r t e r  g o t o u r  real n a m e s —  
a n d  h e a rd  us s h o o t in g  o f f  all t h a t  r o t  
a b o u t the ca use, a n d  t h a t  so rt o f  t h i n g . ”  

“ P e p ’ s u ncle w o n ’ t stay h e r e  f o r e v e r ,  
t h a n k  H e a v e n !”  said P h i l l i p s  p i o u s ly .  
“ W e  d o n ’ t need to  co n sid e r h i m  a t  all. 
N o — I  t h i n k  this a f f a i r  is r i g h t  u p  to  
M o n k ,  because in the firs t  place he w e n t  
to  the S t a t e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  in  the 
second place he g o t us in to  P e p ’ s r o o m
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t o - n i g h t .  A l l  I  d i d  w a s to raise th a t 
noble m o b  o f  R o m a n s ,  a n d ,  i f  I  do say 
it m y s e l f ,  th a t w a s the o n l y  p a r t  o f  the 
s h o w  th a t g o t  a n y w h e r e .  D i d  y o u  he a r 
t h o s e - b u y s  veil f o r  a s p e e d ! ? "

"1  a bso lu te ly r e fu s e  to accept th e  re ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y ! "  flashed S p i n d e n .  “ A p ­
p a r e n t l y  y o u ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  h o w  y o u  
h o w l e d ,  a n d  said w h a t  a line scheme it 
w a s  w h e n  I first to ld  y o u ! W e ’ re all 
in  it t o g e t h e r ! "

“ W e l l ,  it's too late t o  d o  a n y  m o r e  
t o - n i g h t ,  a n y w a y — I  m o v e  w e  all g o  to  
b e d . W e ’ ll see R e p  in the m o r n i n g .  
G e e ! I  feel like a licke d po stage s t a m p !’ ’

" S o m e b o d y  in the house feels h a p p y ,  
a n y w a y , ”  said S e w a l l ,  as t h e y  w e n t  
q u ie t l y  o u t  i n t o  the d a r k  hall . S e e m ­
i n g l y  f r o m  a g r e a t  d istan ce , the strain s 
o f  f a m i l i a r  m u s ic  c a m e  t o  t h e m ,  the 
m u sic o f  a strin g e d  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  
s o u n d  o f  a j o y f u l  v o ic e ,  sin g in g  hesi­
t a t i n g l y  b u t  f i r m l y :  “ Y o u  C a n ' t  K e e p  a 
(G o o d  M a n  D o w n . ”  T h e  c o n s p ir a to r s  
h a lt e d ,  and g la r e d  at each o t h e r  t h r o u g h  
the d a r k n e s s .

" b o r  the l o v e  o f  M i k e , ”  w h is p e r e d  
P h i l l i p s ,  w h o  k n e w  w h a t  he w as t a l k i n g  
a b o u t .  " W e  h a ve  to l o o k  o u t  f o r  o u r ­
s e lv e s ! I t ’ s P e p p e r ! ”

I V .
O n  the f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  R o g e r  

W a r d  d r o p p e d  casually  in to  P e p p e r  
M c H e n r y ' s  r o o m ,  a n d  i n v it e d  h i m  h o m e  
f o r  a w e e k - e n d .  T w e n t y  m i n u t e s  late r 
M o n k  S p i n d e n  l o u n g e d  i n t o  the M c ­
H e n r y  s t u d y ,  a n d  suggested a th e a te r  
p a r t y  th a t n i g h t — -at S p i n d e n 's  e x p e n s e . 
S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  n o o n t i m e ,  J o h n  P h i l l i p s ,  
w h o  scorned s u b t e r f u g e ,  came s ta lk in g  
a lo n g  w i t h  the a n n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  m u c h  
as he h a t e d  to d o  it ,  he w o u l d  be c o m ­
pelled to  s p a n k  his little f r i e n d  unless 
he k e p t the s t o r y  o u t  o f  the H e r a ld ;  
a n d ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  his on e  o 'c lo c k  
lec tu re , T e d  S e w a l l  b r e e z e d  in w i t h  the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  his sisters w e r e  p l a n ­
n i n g  a w o n d e r f u l  h o u se  p a r t y  f o r

C h r i s t m a s ,  a n d  claim e d th a t it W o u l d  
be a hopeless f a i l u r e  w i t h o u t  M c H e n r y .

T o  all o f  these o v e r t u r e s  P e p p e r  
g r i n n e d  m o d e s t l y ,  b u t  o n l y  to S e w a l l  did 
he v o l u n t e e r  a n y  co n s o la tio n .

“ T e d , ' ’ he c o m m e n t e d ,  “ y o u r  little 
p l a y m a t e  is a v e r y  g r e a t  m a n . ”

“ Y o u  bet he i s ,”  said S e w a l l  f e e l in g l y .
“ I ’v e  g o t  so m e  b u l l y  flash lig hts he re 

— m a y b e  y o u ’d care t o  see t h e m . ”
“ Y o u  bet I  w o u l d , ”  sa id S e w a l l ,  e ve n  

m o r e  f e e l in g l y .
“ B u t — o n  second t h o u g h t — le t ’ s w a i t  

u n t il  this e v e n i n g .  Y o u  ge t th e  c r o w d  
a r o u n d  h e r e — d o n ’ t be sca re d, T e d ,  m y  
u n cle  w a s  called b a c k  t o  N e w  Y o r k  
v e r y  u n e x p e c t e d l y —-a n d w e l l  h a v e  it 
o u t . ”

" Y o u  bet I  w i l l , ”  said S e w a l l ,  a n d  
this t im e  he  spoke m o s t  fe e l in g l y  o f  all.

I t  w a s  h a r d l y  l o n g  e n o u g h  a f t e r  d i n ­
n e r  t o  c o n f o r m  to  the b o o k s  o f  e ti­
q u e tte  w h e n  the f o u r  jeste rs cam e u p o n  
M c H e n r y ,  a n d  f o u n d  h i m  p l a y i n g  his 
b a n j o .  T h e y  d i d n ’t r e p r o v e  h i m — n o t  
o n e  o f  t h e m  v e n t u r e d  to re qu e st th a t 
he  cease— t h e y  m e r e l y  sat d o w n ,  a n d  
a ske d  w h e r e  he h a d  p u t  his cigarettes.

“ T h e r e  a r e n ’ t a n y , "  said P e p p e r ,  
m i s s in g  a b a r  o f  “ S i l v e r h e e l s ”  b y  th e  
response.

“ W h a t ?  N o t h i n g  to  s m o k e ? ”
“ Y o u r  little p l a y m a t e  is a m o r a l  

m a n , ”  he t o l d  t h e m . " A n y b o d y  h a v e  
s o m e  c h e w i n g  g u m  ?"

" N o ,  t h a n k s -------- ”
“ Y o u ’ d b e t t e r ,”  m a i n t a i n e d  M c H e n r v  • '  * 

s o le m n l y .  “ I t ' s  g o o d  f o r  th e  n e r v e s .”
T h e  f o u r  all t o o k  c h e w i n g  g u m ,  a n d  

c h e w e d .
“ N o w ,  t h e n — I  suppose w h a t  y o u  

r e a lly  w a n t  is f o r  m e  to use m y  i n f l u ­
ence w i t h  the p r e s s ? ”

“ H a n g  it  all ,  P e p , ”  said S p i n d e n  a g - 
g r i e v e d l y ,  “ w e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  y o u ' d  ta k e  
it  so h a r d ,  o r -------

“ O r  y o u  w o u l d n ’t h a v e  d o n e  it? E x ­
a c t ly .  W e l l ,  h e r e ’ s th e  a n s w e r — I ' v e  
s w o r n  o f f !”

“ N o ! ”  t h e y  c h o r u s e d ,  a g h a st.
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" W r o n g .  1 h a v e ,  I ' v e  cut e v e r y ­
t h i n g  out a b s o lu t e ly .  I n e v e r  cared 
m u c h  f o r  the s t u f f ,  a n y w a y .  'Y o u  g a v e  
m e  a d a r n e d  g o o d  e x c u s e ,  a n d  so I ' v e  
q u it  u n til  the first o f  J u n e . "  H e  
w h is t l e d  a b a r  f r o m  an o p e r a ,  a n d  trie d  
to  p l a y  it— w it h  w o e f u l  results. " F i r s t  
o f f .  M o n k ,  1 w a n t  y o u  to  go in to the 
S t a t e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  an d tell ’ em  it w a s  
a m is ta k e  a b o u t  the P r o h i b i t i o n  C l u b .  
D o  y o u  care to  do t h a t  ?’ ’

" I ' m  c r a z y  a b o u t i t !  S u r e  I  w i l l !  
H o n e s t l y — h a v e  y o u  s w o r n  o f f ? ”

" I  c e r t a i n ly  h a v e — w h y  n o t ?  A n d  
you' people a g re e — o f  co u rse — to  let the 
w h o le  business d r o p ,  d o n ’t y o u ? ’ ’

" G o o d  L o r d ,  P e p !  C o u l d n ' t  y o u  
tr u s t  us th a t m u c h  ?

" I n d u b i t a b l y — i n d u b i t a b l y !  I  d o n ’ t 
i m a g in e  a n y b o d y  cares to  b u y  a n y  o f
these flash lig h ts-------- ”

" W h a t ' s  the p r i c e ? "  d e m a n d e d  W a r d  
e a g e rly ,  a n d  P e p p e r  b u r s t  o u t  la u g h i n g ,  

" M y  i n n o c e n t y o u n g  f r i e n d s , ”  he 
said , “ y o u ’v e  d o n e  a lot m o r e  th a n  y o u  
re alize  f o r  m e .  I f  y o u ’ll absolu tely- 
s w e a r  n o t  to  t r y  t o  get f u n n y  a n y  m o r e ,  
I ’ ll let y o u  i n t o  som e g o o d  n e w s . ”

“ I ’ll s w e ar a n y t h i n g ! ”
“ Y o u ’ ve g o t  u s ,  P e p — h a v e  a h e a r t ! ”  
“ A n y t h i n g  on e a r t h — i f  y o u  can call 

o f f  the H e r a ld !”
" I ’ ll g o  in th e re  m y s e l f , ”  p r o m i s e d  

P h i l l i p s ,  “ a n d  m a k e  ’ em  p r i n t  a r e t r a c ­
t i o n — i f  t h e y  w i l l . ”

" W h e r e  are the flash l ig h t s ? ”
P e p p e r  la id  his b a n j o  t e n d e r l y  o n  his 

d e sk , an d d u g  in to  a d r a w e r .  In s t e a d  
o f  the p r o o f s  t h e y  e x p e c t e d ,  he b r o u g h t  
f o r t h  t w o  o r  thre e  lette rs,  a n d  t w o  tele­
g r a m s .

" B y  'flash l i g h t s , ’ ”  he e x p la i n e d  k i n d ­
l y ,  “ I  m e a n t  flash lights o n  a g r e a t  ca­
reer— m i n e ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  t o  be p e r s o n a l.  
I  d i d n ’t  m e a n  p ic tu re s . L e t  m e  say 
rig h t n o w  t h a t  as soon as I  sa w  t h a t  
s t u ff  in the H era ld  the o t h e r  m o r n i n g  I  
— e r— t o o k  steps to m a k e  it c o u n t .  I  
c o u l d n ’ t e x p la i n  t o  e v e r y b o d y  v e r y  w e ll ,  
a n d ,  as I  s a y ,  I  n e v e r  cared a lot f o r

high l ife ,  so— he re 's  vile first flash l ig h t .  
I  w o n ' t  tell y o u  w h o  i t ’ s f r o m ,  b u t  I ’ ll 
a d m i t  in stric t co nfidence t h a t  i t ’ s f r o m  
a — y o u n g  l a d y .  O m i t t i n g  the first f e w  
w o r d s :

“ I can’t begin to tel! you, d------, to tell you
how happy you’ve made me by giving up 
smoking for my sake. I never said much 
about' it, because it wasn't my privilege, but 
when you come home, perhaps I can show 
you------

" O m i t t i n g  the rest o f  i t , ”  r e pe a te d 
M c H e n r y ,  “ t h a t ’ ll g i v e  y o u  an idea o f  
w h a t  i t ’ s a b o u t .  T h a t ' s  f r o m  th e  on e  
a n d  o n l y — f o r  the p r e se n t. T h e n  w e  
h a v e  th e  f o l l o w i n g  m essage f r o m  m y  
f a t h e r :

“ Your club has first-page story in Chicago 
papers. Am writing you this morning. Will 
double your allowance if you keep to it for 
the balance o f the year.

" A n d  a g a i n , ”  c o n t in u e d  P e p p e r ,  ig­
n o r i n g  the r e m a r k a b le  e x p r e s s io n s  o n  
the fa ces o f  his f r i e n d s ,  " a n d  a g a in  w e  
h a v e  a lette r s o m e w h a t  as f o l l o w s :

" D ear J a m e s : According to my promise, 
I am inclosing herewith a check for five 
hundred dollars payable to your order. You 
are to use this as you think best for the 
promulgation o f the doctrine o f Prohibition.

“ T h e n ,  f i n a l l y , ”  said M c H e n r y ,  t u r n ­
i n g  t o  the last t e le g r a m , “ w e  get this 
c h e e r fu l  little w o r d  f r o m  m y  m o t h e r :

“ Delighted to learn of your decision. 
Father says to tell you that you may have 
your runabout this summer.

" T h e r e ' s  o n l y  on e  m o r e  piece o f  
n e w s , ”  said the y o u n g  p o lit ic ia n ,  re ­
g a r d i n g  his s trick en  f r i e n d s  w i t h  deep 
c o m m i s e r a t i o n .  " M y  d o c t o r  says th a t 
o n e  reason I  n e v e r  g o t a n y  f a t t e r  w a s  
because I  used to kill  m y  a ppe tite  b y  
s m o k i n g  t o o  m u c h .  H e  sw e a rs I ’ ll get 
u p . t o  a h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  i f  I  cut it 
o u t  f o r  the rest o f  th e  y e a r . ”

“ A l l o w a n c e — r u n a b o u t --------”  gasped
S p i n d e n .

" A n d  w e ’ re s q u a r e ? ”  hesitated W a r d .
M c H e n r y  g r i n n e d .
" I f  y o u  w a n t  to cal! it t h a t ,  R o g e r . ”
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“ B u t — h o w  a b o u t  th a t r e p o r t e r ?  
H o w  can w e  keep t h a t  s t o r y  o u t  o f  th e  
S u n d a y  p a p e rs ?”

“ C h i l d r e n , "  stated M c H e n r y ,  b r e a t h ­
in g  h a r d ,  “ w h e n  y o u  r a m b le d  in h e re  
disguised like a side s h o w ,  I  c o u l d n ’ t 
let y o u  h a v e  it all t o  y o u r s e lv e s — I  j u s t  
c o u l d n ’ t ! S o  I  t e le p h o n e d  to a cheap
p h o t o g r a p h e r  I  k n o w --------"

“ Y o u  m e a n — t h a t  m a n -------- ”
“ S u r e l y  I  d o .  I  s i m p l y  t o ld  h i m  

w h a t  to  d o  w h e n  he g o t  h e r e — w h a t  t o  
s a y ,  a n d  h o w  to  act. H e ’ s an h o n e s t - to -  
go odn ess p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  all r i g h t ,  b u t  
lie’ s n o  m o r e  a r e p o r t e r  th a n  y o u  a r e .”  

“ A n d — th e re  w o n ' t  be a n y t h i n g  
p r i n te d  ?”

" W e ' r e  sq u a re ,  P e p — y o u 'l l  let it  
d r o p  ?”

“ H o l y  m a c k e r e l ,  b o y s !  T h e r e  is n ’ t  
a n y t h i n g  t o  d r o p !"

T h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s ,  a ctua te d b y  a t i m e ­
l y  im p u ls e ,  c r o w d e d  a r o u n d  M c H e n r y ,  
a n d  w r u n g  his h a n d .  E a c h  one o f  t h e m  
ha d the same p r e v a i l i n g  t h o u g h t  in  his 
m i n d — let M c H e n r y  a l o n e ! I t  w a s  
P h i l l i p s ,  the e v e r  p ra c tic a l ,  w h o  first 
recalled M r .  P r i n c e ,  a n d  his u n c o n d i ­
tio n a l bequest.

“ H u t ,  P e p — a b o u t  y o u r  u ncle-------- ”
“ S im p le s t  t h i n g  in  the w o r l d — I ’ ll 

w r i t e  h i m  t h a t  the club d is b a n d e d  f r o m  
lack o f  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  I ' m  still t r u e  t o  
th e  cause— f o r  a c o n s id e r a t io n . I t ’ ll be 
p e r f e c t l y  all r i g h t . ”

“ N o — I  m e a n t  th e  five  h u n d r e d . ”  
" W h y , ”  sa id M c H e n r y ,  the cle v e r ,  as

he p ic k e d  u p  his b e l o v e d  b a n j o  a n d  set 
a b o u t  t u n i n g  it ,  “ he sa id to  use it f o r  
th e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  v i r t u e .  I  t h o u g h t  
M o n k  h a d  b e tte r  ta k e  it in t o w n  w i t h  
h i m  w h e n  he goes— I ’ v e  in d o r s e d  it o v e r  
t o  the S t a t e  P r o h i b i t i o n  c o m m i t t e e !”

H e  s w e p t  his h a n d s  across the 
strin gs. O v e r h e a d  th e r e  w a s  th e  echo 
o f  a n g r y  fo o t s t e p s . T h e  m a n  a b o v e  
h a d  se ized his baseball b a t ,  a n d  scraped 
it -q u ic k ly  b u t  d e c is iv e ly  o v e r  th e  r a d i ­
a t o r  coils.

“ S h u t  u p !"  r o a r e d  P h i l l i p s .  \
“ C u t  it o u t ! "  y e lle d  Sevvall.
“ Q u i t  t h a t ,  o r  w e l l  co m e  u p  a n d  slay 

y o u  1"  b e l lo w e d  S p i n d e n .
T h e  noise ceased a b r u p t l y .  W a r d  

addre sse d th e  c o m p la c e n t M c H e n r y  
w i t h  u n c o m m o n  d e fe r e n c e .

“ G o  a h e a d ,  P e p , "  he sa id ,  v o i c i n g  the 
s e n tim e n t o f  the assem bled c o m p a n y .  
“ Y o u ’ re i m p r o v i n g  a lo t .  W h a t ’ s th a t 
y o u ' r e  p l a y i n g — ‘ D i l l  P i c k l e s ? ’ ”

" N o , "  said M c H e n r y  p i t y i n g l y .  " I t ’ s 
‘ A n n i e  L a u r i e . '  ”  A t  th e  same t i m e ,  he 
w a s  a  v e r y  f o r g i v i n g  m a n .  H e  p la y e d  
his e n tire  r e p e r t o ir e  t h r o u g h  f o r  t h e m  
tw ic e .

A n d  w h e n ,  s o m e w h e r e  a b o u t  the 
m i d d l e  o f  the p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a d o z e n  
C a m b r i d g e  g a m i n s ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e i r  
i n s t r u c t io n s  o f  th e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  ca m e  
u n d e r  M c H e n r y ’ s w i n d o w  a n d  crie d 
f o r  a speech o n  P r o h i b i t i o n ,  P h i l l i p s  
a n d  S p i n d e n  a n d  S e w a l l  a n d  W a r d  
a rose  en m a sse , a n d  d e lib e ra t e ly  a n d  
a c c u r a t e ly  t h r e w  cold w a t e r  o n  t h e m .

/

In “Putting It Over,” Holworthy Hall’s next story, wMck will 
appear two weeks from to-day, you will bear how Pepper 
organized the funniest athletic meet ever known at Harvard.



Up to the Coxswain
B y  D a n i e l  S t e e l e

A n th er ' o f  "  T he B a d  A lan. “  The E m e r a ld  S n a k e ,"  E tc .

Presenting Judy Phillips—veteran—coxswain of three winning crews and 
looking forward to his fourth and last chance to steer a thousand-doilar 
piece of stiffened paper to victory. But Judy’ s sister happens into the 
picture; and charming though Vera Phillips undoubtedly was, she was in­
directly responsible for an upset of Judy’s program that to his mind spelled 
defeat for his crew.

El* H I T  m e n ,  lithe o f  n a k e d  lim b  
an d co lore d b y  the sun an d salt 
s p r a y ,  s w u n g  in step d o w n  the 
s w a y i n g  g a n g w a y .  T h e y  c a r ­

rie d a shell,  b o t t o m  u p ,  g lis te n in g ,  f o u r  
m e n  o n  a side g r a s p i n g  its g u n w a l e s .  
Its b o w  h u n g  q u i v e r i n g  in a i r ,  p o i n t i n g  
like the blade o f  a s h i f t i n g  s w o r d ,  a n d 
on e  fe a red its o w n  small  w e i g h t  o r  th e  
lightest b re e ze  w o u l d  b r e a k  it o f f .  A t  
the w o r d  cam e th e  o v e r h e a d  t o s s ;  eig ht 
m e n  toed the edge o f  th e  float a n d  
sixte e n  h a n ds d r o p p e d  th e  t h o u s a n d -  
d o l la r  piece o f  stiffe n e d  p a p e r  u p o n  th e  
b o s o m  o f  the h a r b o r  as g e n t l y  as a  
m o t h e r  lays d o w n  h e r  b a b y .

F o l l o w e d  a b o a t m a n  b e a r i n g  t w e l v e -  
f o o t  sw eeps. T h e s e  w e r e  j a v e l i n e d  
c a r e f u l l y  in to  c lic k in g  loc k s . T h e  s t r o k e  
o a r ,  w h o  w a s  also c a p t a i n ,  g r o w l e d : 
‘ ‘ H o l d  h e r ,  P o r t ;  i n ,  S t a r b o a r d ! ”  a n d  
a m o m e n t  la te r ,  “ H o l d  h e r ,  S t a r b o a r d ; 
i n ,  P o r t !”  A n d  th e  m e n  h a v i n g  g o t ­
ten in settled d o w n  u p o n  t h e ir  slides 
an d w i t h  o a r  ha n dles c a u g h t u n d e r  a r m  
fell to  lacin g t h e i r  f o o t  stretches. T h e  
s t a r b o a r d  o a rs ,  O n e ,  T h r e e ,  F i v e ,  a n d  
S e v e n ,  leaned g i n g e r l y  o u t a n d  fa ste n e d  
t h e ir  o a rlo c ks.

A  l ig h t fi gu re  in flannel tr o u s e r s  and 
s h i r t ,  a p l a y t h i n g  o f  a b o y ,  h u r r i e d  o u t

o f  the b ig  b r i c k  b o a th o u s e  d o w n  to  
the float a n d  stepped d a i n t i l y  across h a l f  
a y a r d  o f  o p e n  w a t e r  into  the c o x ­
s w a i n ’ s seat. H e  r a n  his h a n d s  a lo n g  
the t ille r ro pe s, a n d  smiled i n t o  the 
sullen fa ce o f  the s t r o k e ,  as th e  b o a t ­
m a n  g r a s p e d  the edge o f  T w o ’ s blade 
a n d  s h o v e d  l i g h t l y ,  a n d  th e  shell s w u n g  
a w a y  a n d  d r i f t e d  clear till th e  p o r t  o a rs 
slapped the w a t e r  w i t h  f o u r  l a z y ,  d is­
t in c t  s o u n ds.

“ R e a d y  a l l !”  t r u m p e t e d  th e  c o x ­
s w a i n .

T h e  sullen g i a n t  in th e  s t r o k e ’ s seat 
slid a f t ,  d o u b l i n g  o v e r  his knees an d 
s h o o t in g  his w r i s t s ,  w i t h  a v ic io u s  m o ­
t i o n ,  a lm o s t  i n t o  t h e  l e f t  side o f  the 
c o x s w a i n ,  w h o  w a i t e d  n o n c h a l a n t l y  
w h i l e  e ig h t bod ie s w ig g le d  a n d  s h i f t e d ,  
s h o u ld e rs  l i f t e d  a n d  s a n k. T h e r e  w:as
a second's poised rest,  a n d  t h e n --------

“ R o w !”
T h e  l i f t i n g  catch o f  th e  blades w a s  

f o l l o w e d  b y  the r o a r  o f  the slides as 
the c r e w  s a n k  b a c k  like m e n  f a l l i n g  
i n t o  r o c k i n g - c h a i r s .  T h e n  cam e the 
i n s t a n t  splash o f  blades t o r n  a c c u r a te ly  
o u t ,  a n d  a r m s  th a t h a d  been pale  u n d e r  
t h e ir  tan  came back f o r  the second 
stro ke  re d d e n e d  u n d e r  the ta n . T h e  
shell,  a r r o w w i s e ,  •hot a w a y  f r o m  the
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flo at a n d  s h r a n k  in size as a r e ce din g 
e x p r e s s  t r a i n  s h r in k s  b e f o r e  the eye. 
I n  a little w h ile  it w a s  f a r  a w a y  o n  the 
h a r b o r ,  a m e c h a n ic a l,  f lo a tin g  t o y ; 
a sort o f  m a n i k i n  fish w h o s e  fins 
t w i n k l e d  in the a f t e r n o o n  l i g h t ;  save 
tha t the echo o f  the slides came b a c k  
o v e r  the w a t e r  in gentle  r o a r s  w i t h  
the r e m i n d e r  tha t the t h i n g  w a s  an 
e ig h t- o a r e d  c r e w  bo a te d f o r  a practice 
spin in a r a c in g  shell.

T h e  c o a c h in g  lau n ch p o k e d  h e r  m a ­
h o g a n y  nose  into  the leaden w a t e r ,  a n d  
slid b y ,  a i m i n g  f o r  the speck a m ile  
a w a y .  T h e  head coach stood u p  in 
the b o w  w i t h  his h a n d  o n  the w h e e l.  
H e  w o r e  a black o ils k in  p e a - ja c k e t  a n d  
a hat t h a t  h id h a l f  his w e a t h e r - b e a t e n  
face. T h e  “ O l d  M a n , ”  as he w as called, 
lo o k e d little like a college g r a d u a t e  a n d  

-very' m u c h  like a f i s h e r m a n . B esid e 
h i m  stood a n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e r  w h o  
w as m e d i t a t i n g  a t w o - c o l u m n  S u n d a y  
article. B e y o n d  the h a r b o r ’ s r i m  rose 
the t o w e r s  o f  the t o w n ’ s w a t e r  f r o n t ,  
blackened a gain st the r e d d e n i n g  s k y ,  
a n d  the r e p o r t e r  t u r n e d  t o  the head 
coach w i t h  a p l a t i t u d e . “ I t 's  a w o n ­
d e r f u l  s i g h t !" he said.

T h e  head coach w a s  s q u in t i n g  at the 
c r e w ,  a n d  p a id  n o  a t t e n t io n .  “ W h o  is 
th a t child tha t is s te e rin g t h e m ? ”  the 
r e p o r t e r  aske d at le n g th .  H e  w as n o t  
f r o m  the s p o r t in g  d e p a r t m e n t .

T h e  O l d  M a n ' s  eyes g lin t e d  in to  his 
q u e stio n e r's  w i t h  the m i ld  a n g e r  one 
is p e r m i t t e d  in cases o f  in e x cu sa b le  ig­
n o r a n c e . “ C h i l d !" he a n s w e r e d  s h a r p ­
l y .  "T h a t 's  J u d y  P h i l l i p s — v e t e r a n —  
c o x  o f  th ree w i n n i n g  c r e w s ."  B u t ,  re ­
m e m b e r i n g  the respect du e  to  J o u r n a l ­
is m , th e  O l d  M a n  v o u c h s a f e d  f u r t h e r  
e x p l a n a t i o n .  " S o n  o f  H .  S .  P h i l l i p s ,  
y o u  k n o w .  R o w e d  o n  the c r e w  in '6 7 .  
M e m b e r  o f  the U n i v e r s i t y  C o r p o r a ­
t i o n . ”  T h e  last ite m  seemed to be an 
a f t e r t h o u g h t .  " H a d  a n  uncle p itch e d  
f o r  11s in the eig hties. B r o t h e r  held 
the p o l e - v a u l t  re cord f o u r  ye a rs a g o . 
J u d y ’ s to o  small f o r  a n y t h i n g  else b u t

a c o x ,  b u t  w e  h a d  to  use h i m  f o r  s o m e ­
t h i n g .  Y e s ,  r e m a r k a b le  f a m i l y . ”

F a r t h e r  a f t  a g r o u p  o f  thre e  o r  f o u r  
y o u n g  m e n  stood o r  sat u p o n  th e  c o a m ­
ing. A m o n g  th e m  w a s  a g i r l .  A b o v e  
the w h i r  o f  the m u ffle r  t h e y  w e r e  t a l k ­
ing an d j o k i n g  w i t h  h e r.

“ Y o u  re ally m u s t  stay o v e r  f o r  it,  
M i s s  P h i l l i p s , "  said on e  y o u n g  m a n .  
le a n in g  his a r m  u p o n  a n o t h e r ’ s s h o u l­
d e r  a n d  b a la n c in g  easily in the s w a y ­
in g  c r a f t .  “ I t 's  o n ly  o n e  m o r e  d a y .  
J u d y  as g o o d  as t o ld  m e  y o u  w o u l d  be 
th e r e . A n d  w e ’ ll p r o m i s e  to b r i n g  T o m  
A l l e n .  O f  c o u rs e , J u d y  a n d  T o m  w ill  
h a v e  t o  g o  e a r l y . ”

V e r a  P h i l l i p s  la u g h e d .  “ I  suppose it 
w o u l d  be u n o r t h o d o x  f o r  the sister o f  
the c o x s w a i n  n o t  to im p o s e  on the pe o ­
ple sh e ’ s v i s i t i n g  t o  s ta y  o v e r  a n d  m e e t 
the ca p ta in .  H e  m u s t  be a w o n d e r f u l  
m a n .  Y o u  all are so a n x i o u s  to  h a v e  
m e  m e e t h i m . ”

“ H e  is, V e r a . ”  p u t  in the m a n  w h o  
sat beside h e r. " H i s  c a p t a in c y  o f  the 
c r e w  is the least t h i n g  a b o u t h i m . 
W h y --------?’

T h e y  w e r e  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  the c o x ­
s w a i n ’ s v o i c e :

" A v a s t !”
V e r a  lo o k e d  o u t  o v e r  the w a t e r y  

p la in  a n d  t r ie d  to  im a g i n e  t h a t  it came 
f r o m  tha t d u ll  speck a w a y  o f f .  S h e  
w a s  a s light,  d a r k  g ir l  w i t h  a ce rtain  
b o y i s h ,  a n g u la r  grace an d directness o f  
m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  a v i v a c io u s  m a n n e r .  
H e r  fa ce flushed w i t h  interest as she 
g a z e d  a h e a d . S h e  ha d le a r n e d  in past 
ye a r s  m u c h  f r o m  h e r  b r o t h e r s ,  p a r ­
t ic u l a r l y  f r o m  J u d y ,  a b o u t  the c r e w ,  
a n d  she t o o k  a sister’ s ke e n  interest in 
it all a n d  h a d  n o t  missed a race since 
J u d y  h a d  been in college. B u t  this 
w a s  the first tim e  she had e v e r  seen 
t h in g s  at close r a n g e . A n d  she h a d  
been p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e lig h te d  w h e n  D i c k  
A i n s w o r t h ,  a classmate o f  J u d y ' s ,  h a d  
i n v i t e d  h e r  to  g o  o u t  in the la u n c h  a n d  
m eet the c o a c h e s ; especially as she 
k n e w  it was a p r iv ile g e  r a r e l y  a cco rd e d
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a  g i r l .  T h e  head coach h a d  w e lc o m e d  
h e r  at once as his m a sc o t. S o m e t h i n g  
t o ld  h i m ,  he sa id ,  t h a t  she w a s  g o i n g  
to  help t h e m  to  w i n  the race.

T h e  la u n c h  s lo w e d  d o w n  a n d  sto p p e d  
h a l f  a b o a t le n g th  a w a y  f r o m  the shell. 
T h e  m e n ,  r e stin g o n  t h e ir  o a r s ,  h a d  
lo o k e d  u p ,  a n d  th e n  lo o k e d  se rio u sly 
a w a y ,  save o n ly  the s tr o k e  a n d  ca p­
t a i n ,  T o m  A l l e n ,  w h o  k e p t  his eyes in 
the b o a t .  J u d y  sat w i t h  his b a c k  to 
h e r  an d d i d  n o t  l o o k  a r o u n d .

“ E i g h t ! "  called o u t  the head coach, 
le a n in g  o v e r  the side o f  the la u n c h ,  “ y o u  
w e r e  p u l li n g  at t w e n t y - s i x ,  a n d  y o u  
w e r e n ’ t g e t t in g  t h a t  f u l l  s w i n g  o f  y o u r s  
o n  the c a t c h .”

T h e  s tr o k e  n o d d e d  o b e d i e n t ly ,  his 
eyes still in the bo a t.

“ A n d ,  S e v e n !”  he p u r s u e d .  " E v e  
g o t  s o m e t h in g  to say t o  y o u ! ”  H i s  
vo ic e  h a d  a t h r e a t e n in g  n o te  in it . B u t  
g l a n c i n g  b a c k  he w as r e m in d e d  o f  
V e r a ' s  presence, a n d  hesitated. T h e  
y o u n g e r  coaches sm ile d . “ W e ’ll h a v e  
the e x p u r g a t e d  e d itio n  t o - d a y , ”  on e  o f  
t h e m  said so tto  voce to D i c k  A i n s ­
w o r t h .

“ Y o u r  tim e  is— a h — v e r y  p o o r , ”  said 
the coach w e a k l y .  " D i s g r a c e f u l  that 1 
sh o u ld  h a v e  t o  m e n t i o n  a t h i n g  like 
tha t at this t im e  o f  y e a r — -I co u ld see 
it stick o u t  a m ile  a w a y .  Y o u  m e n  
are su pposed to be a c r e w ,  n o t  a — n o t  
a — w i n d m i l l . "  l i e  w a v e d  his h a n d s  
a lt e r n a t e l y ,  like a d u c k  p a d d l i n g .  S e v e n '  
lo o k e d  so le m n ly  u p  at h i m  a n d  n o d d e d .  
“ T h e  rest o f  y o u  are n o t w o r t h  no tice . 
N o w  t r y  it a gain . T o m ,  keep h e r  d o w n  
at t w e n t y - s i x . "

“ D i c k ,  h o w  does he k n o w  w h e n  he's 
r o w i n g  t w e n t y - s i x  strokes a m i n u t e ? ”  
V e r a  w h is p e r e d .

“ R e a d y  a l l !"  crie d h e r  b r o t h e r .  T h e  
m e n  slid q u i c k l y  a f t ,  t h e ir  n e r v o u s  
fa ces d r a w n  i n t o  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o n  w h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g ,  all save the s t r o k e ,  
w h o s e  face w o r e  a so rt o f  du ll  c a lm ­
ness. V e r a  n o tice d the d i ffe r e n c e ,  a n d  
w o n d e r e d ,  as the c r e w  shot a w a y  a g ain

a n d  the la u n c h  t o r e  a h e a d  a f t e r  t h e m . 
“ S e v e n ! ’ ’ b a w l e d  th e  m a n  in th e  o il ­
s k in  p e a - ja c k e t .  " U p !  U p ! ”  H i s  
vo ic e  rose to  a w i l d  s h r ie k .

“ I ' l l  tell y o u ,  V e r a , ”  D i c k  a n s w e r e d  
h e r  q u e s tio n  the first chance he h a d . 
“ A n y  s t r o k e  can d o  t h a t ,  y o u  k n o w .  
T h e y  ke e p a sense o f  actual t im e  in 
t h e i r  he a ds. T o m  A l l e n  is a w o n d e r  
at i t . ”

V e r a  w a s  w a t c h i n g  the leap o f  the 
eig ht bodie s t h a t  coiled u p  a n d  sn a ppe d 
a w a y  like sp r in g s . S h e  l o o k e d  f o r  the 
a n a t h e m a t i z e d  b r e a k  in the t i m e ,  b u t  
c o u l d n ’ t see it ,  b u t  h e r  e ye  n o tic e d  the 
rise a n d  fa ll  o f  the shell i ts e l f ,  as 
t h o u g h  w i t h  e v e r y  s tr o k e  it w e r e  picke d 
u p  a w a y  f r o m  the w a t e r .

“ F a n c y  b e in g  y a n k e d  a lo n g  like that 
in a r a c e ! ”  she t h o u g h t .

T h e  coaches w e r e  n o w  all c r o w d e d  
t o g e t h e r  in to  the b o w ,  w a t c h i n g  c r it i ­
c a l l y ;  on e  o f  t h e m  e n g a g e d  th e  O l d  
M a n  in a n  e a rn e st discussio n. D i c k  
w a s  t a l k i n g  to a n o t h e r .  T h e  r e p o r t e r  
g a z e d  b l a n k l y  a n d  a d m i r i n g l y ,  a n d  V e r a ,  
a lo n e  f o r  the m o m e n t ,  let h e r eyes f o l ­
l o w  d o w n  the r o w  o f  s w a y i n g  he ads 
a n d  sh o u ld e rs  u n til  it rested o n  the 
f r a g il e  little fi gu re  t h a t  sat u p r i g h t  in 
the stern a n d  seemed to m e e t a n d  d r a w  
a w a y  f r o m  the o th e rs. A n d  as the 
c r e w  a n d  la u n c h  t o g e t h e r  raced ahead 
o v e r  the h a r b o r ,  a fe e l in g  o f  p r i d e  
t h r il le d  h e r  as she t h o u g h t  h o w  th a t 
f r a g i l e - l o o k i n g  b r o t h e r  o f  h e r s ,  on 
th r e e  d i ffe r e n t  J u n e  d a y s  in d i f f e r e n t  
y e a r s ,  h a d  sat tense, a n d  steered d o m i ­
n a n t l y  his silent c re w s to v i c t o r y  o v e r  
f o u r  miles o f  s t r a i g h t - c u t  b a ttle d r iv e r  
w a v e s — h e r  b r o t h e r  w h o  h a d  o n e  race 
still b e fo r e  h i m .  A n d  V e r a  o f f e r e d  u p  
a t i n y  p r a y e r  t h a t  he m i g h t  w i n  a g a in .

I I .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  V e r a  P h i l l i p s  m e t 
t h e  g r e a t  M r .  A l l e n .  S h e  f o u n d  h e r ­
self  w i t h  h i m — it w as at a tea— a p a r t  
f r o m  the o t h e r s ,  in the c o r n e r  o f  a
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nay w i n d o w .  M n c h - h c r ; : ld e < l  pleasu res 
o ft e n  rc-suli t a m c lv .  T h e  c r e w  ca ptain 
was a little a w k w a r d ,  r a th e r  p r e o c c u ­
pied in his m a n n e r ,  a n d  w h o l l y  A r i s ­
to te lia n . In c o n v e n t io n a l  clothes he 
seemed sm a lle r a n d  qu ite  o r d i n a r y .  
V e r a  t h o u g h t  lie w as p o s i t iv e l y  sleepy.

"1  e n jo y e d  w a t c h i n g  the cre w  v e r y  
m u c h  y e s t e r d a y ,"  she o f f e r e d .  " I t  w a s 
w i l d l y  e x c i t i n g ."

" Y e s .  y o u r  b r o t h e r  told  m e tha t y o u  
w e r e  in the l a u n c h ."  he a n s w e r e d .

.She qu e stio n e d  h i m  a b o u t r o w i n g .  
H e  e x p la i n e d  the m yste rie s o f  the 
s t r o k e — o f  the b o d y  s w i n g ,  the leg 
d r i v e ,  the snap a w a y  o f  a r m s  at th e  
finish. I n  i l lu s tr a t in g ,  he a c c id e n ta lly  
fl icked a sp oon into  h e r  lap. H e  blu shed 
d e e p ly ,  a p o l o g i z e d ,  and w e n t on stol­
id ly  w i t h  his dull an d r a th e r  endless 
e x p l a n a t i o n .

" A n d  the s t e e r i n g ,"  she s a i d ;  " t h a t  
m u s t  he h a r d  to  le a r n ,  t o o . ”

H e  i n f o r m e d  h e r th a t a c o x s w a i n  
w as u s u a lly  h o r n ; th a t it w a s n 't  so 
m u c h  practic e as a n a t u r a l l y  cool head 
a n d  n e r v e ; an d t h a t  the t r ic k  o f  steer­
in g  a shell w as to begin to  press g e n t ly  
— “ as i f , "  he i llu s tr a t e d ,  “ I  sh o u ld  be­
gin n o w  to steer in o r d e r  to m a k e  a 
slight bend a w a y  o u t the re  o n  W h i t n e y  
A v e n u e . "

" O h .  v e s ; I k n o w !”  V e r a  v e n t u r n e d  
en thusiastically. " I  h a v e  steered J u d y  
and the o t h e r  b o ys  in o u r  o ld p a i r - o a r  
shell. W h e n  w e  w e r e  c h ild re n  w e  spent 
w h o le  s u m m e r s  in b a t h i n g  suits d o w n  
at M a d i s o n .  T sh o u ld  j u s t  l o v e  to steer 
a r a cin g shell. I k n o w  T could  d o  i t ! ”

A l l e n  sm ile d. “ O h ,  it's h a r d l y  a 
t h in g  a girl  co u ld  d o ,  y o u  k n o w , ”  he 
said. " I t  takes a lot o f  n e r v e .  T h a t ’ s 
w h y  y o u r  b r o t h e r  is g o o d . ”

" E v i d e n t l y ,  M r .  A l l e n ,  y o u  d o n ’ t be­
lieve a girl  ha s-------- ”  B u t  V e r a  checked
h e rs e lf .  S h e  sa w  A l l e n ’ s l o o k  s tr a y  
across the r o o m . I t e r  b r o t h e r ,  e d g in g  
his w a y  past h e r at tha t m o m e n t  w i t h  
a cup o f  tea in each h a n d ,  g r i n n e d ,  a n d

asked u n d e r  his b r e a t h : " H o w  d o  y o u  
like h i m ? ”

" V e r y  m u c h ,  J u d y , ”  she a n s w e r e d  
d u t i f u l l y .  “ M r .  A l l e n , ”  she sa id ,  “ I  
w a n t  t o  h a v e  y o u  meet C a r r i e  A i n s ­
w o r t h  b e f o r e  y o u  g o — D i c k ’ s sister, y o u  
k n o w .  T h e r e  she is o v e r  t h e r e .”

L a t e r  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  in the same 
w i n d o w  c o r n e r ,  she t a l k e d  w i t h  D i c k  
A i n s w o r t h .  D i c k ,  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  ha d 
an o a r  in his h a n d s  a n d  w h o s e  title 
to d is tin c tio n  w a s  m e m b e r s h i p  o n  an 
e d ito ria l  b o a r d ,  o u t l i n e d  the c r e w  situ ­
ation f o r  h e r  in a couple o f  m i n u t e s ,  
a n d  p r e d ic te d  a close race. T h e n  t h e y  
fell  in to  a discussio n o f  the p o e t r y  o f  
A l f r e d  N o y e s ,  an d D i c k  a m u s e d  h e r 
byr re c itin g  a p a r o d y  o f  the “ B a r r e l  
O r g a n "  he had j u s t  w r i t t e n .

“ C o m e  d o w n  to  H u g h ’ s in s u m m e r ­
t i m e .  I t  isn 't  f a r  f r o m  c o lle ge .”

H e  w a s  in the m i d s t  o f  this b u r s t  
o f  ge n ius w h e n  lie h a p p e n e d  to  glance 
o u t  o f  the w i n d o w .  " H e r e  t h e y  c o m e ! ”  
he a n n o u n c e d .

T h e r e  w as a g e n e r a l  c r o w d i n g  to l o o k  
o u t ; l a u g h t e r  a n d  g a y  c o m m e n t ,  as the 
c r e w  w e n t  b y  o n  t h e ir  d a i ly  r u n  to  the 
b o a t h o u s e . V e r a ,  g la n c i n g  o u t  across- 
th e  l a w n ,  sa w  a m o t l e y  s t r in g  o f  m e n  
b u n d l e d  in s w e a te rs,  w h o  r a n  silently 
in sn eakers a lo n g  the s i d e w a l k .  S e v ­
eral o f  t h e m  lo o k e d  u p  as t h e y  passed. 
B u t  the lea de r p l o d d e d  o n ,  a n d  lo o k e d  
n e it h e r  r i g h t  n o r  l e f t .  " I  su ppo se  he 
k n o w s  j u s t  h o w  m a n y  steps a m i n u t e  
h e ’ s t a k i n g , ”  t h o u g h t  V e r a .  " I  hate 
h i m !”

I I I .
T h e  s p r i n g  passed a n d  d r i f t e d  into  

th e  w a r m t h  o f  J u n e .  T w o  w e e k s  be­
f o r e  the race, th e  c r e w s ,  f r e s h m e n  a n d  
v a r s i t y ,  w i t h  t h e ir  su b s titu te s ,  a b a n ­
d o n e d  t h e ir  spacious b r i c k  b o a t h o u s e  
on the h a r b o r ,  a n d  t r a v e le d  m a n y  miles 
to an old f a r m h o u s e  on the b a n k s  o f  
a r i v e r .  B e n e a t h  it a w e a t h e r - b e a t e n  
b o a th o u s e  to u c h e d  the edge o f  the
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w a t e r .  H e r e ,  o n  the v e r y  co u rse  o n  
w h i c h  th e  race w a s  to  be r o w e d ,  the 
coaches sp e n t these last d a y s  p u t t i n g  
o n  t h e  fin is h in g  to u che s.

T w i c e  a d a y  T o m  A l l e n  t o o k  his 
c r e w  o u t  f o r  l o n g e r  o r  s h o r t e r  spins 
u n d e r  a n x i o u s ,  critical eyes. T h e  rest 
o f  the tim e  w a s  liv e n e d  b y  visits f r o m  
o ld o a r s m e n ,  heroes o f  f o r m e r  d a y s ,  
songs in th e  e v e n i n g  t h a t  d r o w n e d  o u t  
th e  b a t t e r e d  o ld p i a n o ,  o r  occasio nal 
w a l k s  a lo n g  ro a d s  p e r f u m e d  w i t h  late- 
b lo s s o m in g  o r c h a r d s .

T h r o u g h  the d a y  the m e n  w a s t e d  th e  
tim e  in the sleepy lazin ess o f  l o a f e r -  
d o m  t h a t  clings to  the r e l a x e d  o a r s m a n  
in  the p i n k  o f  t r a i n i n g .  R e p o r t s  f r o m  
th e  e n e m ie s’ c a m p  f a r t h e r  d o w n  th e  
r i v e r  w e r e  discussed, a n d  substitu tes 
w e r e  sent o u t  to  lie o n  th e  r i v e r  b a n k  
in the h o t  s u n , w a t c h  in h a n d ,  s p y i n g  
o u t  the tim e s a n d  stro ke s o f  the ene­
m i e s ’ c r e w s .

A t  len g th the m o r n i n g  o f  the race 
d a w n e d .  T h e  usual a n n u a l c r o w d  h a d  
b e g u n  to  p o u r  in the d a y  b e f o r e  b y  
the t r a i n l o a d ,  the c o u n t r y  ro a d s  w e r e  
a live  w i t h  countless g a y  a u to m o b ile s  
s w i f t l y  c o n v e r g i n g  to the n o is y  little sea­
p o r t  w h e r e  the r i v e r  j o i n e d  the S o u n d .  
A n d  echoes o f  it all came u p  to  the 
little w h it e  f a r m h o u s e ,  e n v e lo p e d  n o w  
in the fu n e r e a l  s o le m n i t y  o f  w a i t i n g  
f o r  the race. G l i m p s e s  d o w n  the r i v e r  
s h o w e d  the countless s h i f t i n g  r i v e r  
c r a f t  t h a t  w o u l d  be p a r t  o f  the final 
a m a z i n g  p a n o r a m a .  O f t e n  it r a in e d ,  
a n d  the races h a d  to be p o s t p o n e d  to 
the n e x t  d a y ,  b u t  this y e a r  the w e a t h e r  
w a s  ideal.

E a r l y  in th e  f o r e n o o n ,  th e  little 
w e a t h e r - b e a t e n  b o a t h o u s e  d o w n  at the 
w a t e r 's  edge sent o u t  its first q u o t a  o f  
o a r s m e n  t o  the p r e l i m i n a r y  races. T h e n  
othe rs w e n t ;  in all,  f r e s h m a n  f o u r ,  
f r e s h m a n  e ig h t,  a n d  v a r s i t y  substitutes 
in  a f o u r - o a r  shell.  O n e  b y  o n e ,  a f t e r  
i n t e r m i n a b le  d e la y s ,  as the w a r m ,  
b r e e z y  m o r n i n g  d r a g g e d  its e lf  o n ,  t h e y  
cam e b a c k  beaten. T o m  A l l e n ' s  v e t ­

e r a n s ,  l o a fin g  t h r o u g h  the m o r n i n g  
r e a d in g  in e a s y - c h a ir s ,  o r  l y i n g  ro lle d  
u p  in b e d ,  s t r e tc h in g  w e a r y  l im b s ,  
w a i t e d  a n d  h e a r d  th e  b a d  n e w s  w i t h  
l o n g  faces.

T h e  race o f  v a r s i t y  eig hts w a s  sched­
u le d  to  t a k e  place at f o u r  o 'c l o c k  in 
th e  a f t e r n o o n .  T h e  r i v e r  w a s  su b sid ­
i n g  u n d e r  a d y i n g  b r e e z e  t h a t  s w e p t  
its b r o a d  e x p a n s e ,  a n d  it  w a s  n o t  l ik e l y  
t h a t  th e  sta rt  w o u l d  be p o s t p o n e d  be­
y o n d  five o 'c lo c k  at th e  o u ts id e . A t  
t w o  o ’ c lo ck, as J u d y  P h i l l i p s  w a s  l y i n g  
o n  a cot o n  th e  p o r c h  a n d  y a w n i n g  
o v e r  a m a g a z i n e ,  he w a s  h a n d e d  a m e s ­
sage. H e  t o r e  i t  o p e n ,  a n d  re a d ,  
s c r a w le d  o n  a hotel l e t t e r h e a d :

I f  you  possibly can com e I m ust see you  
fo r  a short time. V era.

T h e  O l d  M a n  l o o k e d  at J u d y  w i t h  
a w o r r i e d  f r o w n .  “ I  su ppose y o u  k n o w  
I ’ ve  let H e n g i s t  g o , ”  he said . “ H e  
w a n t e d  t o  see t h e  race f r o m  some 
y a c h t  o r  o t h e r .  G o t  a g i r l  t h e r e ,  I  
guess. A n d  th e  f r e s h m a n  c o x  ha s g o n e  
o f f ,  t o o . N o t  t h a t  w e  c o u ld  use either 
o f  t h e m  in the e ig h t,  b u t  i f  a n y t h i n g  
sh o u ld  h a p p e n  to  y o u — w e ll ,  y o u  w il l  
be b a c k  b y  h a l f  past t h r e e .”

“ O h ,  i t ’ s all r i g h t , ”  said J u d y .  “ S h e 's  
sent the ca r u p  f o r  m e . ”

“ R e m e m b e r  m e  to  y o u r  siste r, J u d y ! ”
D o w n  t h r o u g h  the q u ie t  c o u n t r y  lanes 

b o r d e r e d  b y  stone w alls  g lid e d  the car 
w i t h  J u d y  alo n e  in th e  t o n n e a u ,  u n t il  
th e  f o u r  d u s t y  m iles into  the t o w n  w e r e  
p a s t ,  a n d  all at once the ca r r a n  u p o n  
p a v e d  streets be tw e e n  s h a ll o w  g u t t e r s .  
J u d y  c a u g h t glim pses to  th e  r ig h t  o f  
q u a i n t  little side alleys t h a t  c lim b e d 
steeply an im p o ssib le  h i ll ,  a n d  t o  th e  
l e f t  g lim p se s o f  the blue b o a t-fle c k e d  
r i v e r .

“ W h e r e  to ,  s ir? ”  a ske d th e  d r i v e r .
“ C r o c k e r  H o u s e , ”  re plie d J u d y .
A  m o m e n t  late r the car slid i n t o  the 

c o n f u s i o n  o f  a w i d e r  s t r e e t ; c r a w l e d  
t h r o u g h  a f l a g - f l a u n t i n g ,  j o y o u s  c a r ­
n i v a l  o f  pe o ple  t h a t  j o s t le d  u p o n  the
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s id e w alks a n d the street i n d is c r i m i ­
n a t e l y ;  s w u n g  a r o u n d  a n d  to u c h e d  the 
c u r b .

J u d y  go t o u t ,  w a d e d  i n t o  a j a m m e d  
lo b b y ,  s p r a n g  u p  an o l d - f a s h i o n e d  s t a ir ­
case, a n d f o u n d  h i m s e l f  in an u p s ta ir s  
p a r l o r  c o n f r o n t i n g  a r a t h e r  p e r t u r b e d  
V e r a .  H e  h a d n 't  seen h e r  f o r  w e e k s . 
H e r  cheeks a n d  h a n d s  w e r e  t a n n e d  b y  
the e a r l y  s u m m e r  s u n ,  b u r n e d  n e a r l y  
as b r o w n  as his o w n .  “ H e l l o ,  V e r a , ’ ’ 
he crie d , “ w h a t  is the t r o u b l e ? ”  

" J u d y ,  the most e m b a r r a s s i n g  t h i n g  
ha s h a p p e n e d . I ' m  all a l o n e ! ”

“ A l l  alo n e ? I s n 't --------”
“ N o .  S h e  isn't  here at a l l , ”  his sis­

t e r  e x p l a i n e d  h u r r i e d l y .  “ Y o u  k n o w ',  
1 w a s  g o i n g  to see the races f r o m  th e  
S t o c k b r i d g e s ’ y a c h t — th e  G loria .  A n d  
M r s .  A i n s w o r t h  a n d  C a r r i e  w e r e  g o i n g  
to the race, to o . T h e y  h a d  seats o n  the 
o b s e r v a t io n  t r a i n .  W e l l ,  at the last  
m i n u t e  C a r r i e  g o t  sick a n d  c o u l d n ’t  
c o m e , o r  m a y b e  she’ll com e late r o n  
the t r a i n .  A n d  b e fo r e  t h a t ,  y o u  see, 
1 w r o t e  th a t w e  w o u l d  all be here f o r  
lunch at one o ’ clo ck. A n d  I  w a s  to  
g o  w i t h  D i c k  a n d  the o th e rs o n  the 
G loria ,  a n d  I  said I  co u ld  c o m e  a lo n e , 
all r ig h t ,  a n d  meet t h e m ,  a n d  I  d i d  
com e in the car. H u t  I  f o r g o t  t o  m a il  
the l e t t e r ,”  she b r o k e  o f f  w i t h  a g r i ­
m a c e , " a n d  t h e y  m u s t  t h i n k  I ’m  w i t h  
the A i n s w o r t h s ,  a n d  th ey  t h i n k ,  o f  
c o u rse , I ' m  o n  the 'G loria. 1 k n o w  i t ’ s 
all m y  o w n  f a u l t ! ”  V e r a  finis hed 
s o m e w h a t  breathle ss.

“ C a n ' t  y o u  call t h e m  u p ? ”
“ N o ,  t h e y ’ re all o n  b o a r d  ages a g o . 

Y o u  c o u l d n ’ t get a bo a t to  ta k e  m e o u t  
to  t h e m . T h e y  w o u l d n ' t  a ll o w  y o u  o n  
the course at this h o u r ? ”

“ L o r d ,  n o ! ”
“ W e l l ,  h e re  I  a m ,  alone a n d  f r i e n d ­

less, in a t o w n  fu ll  o f  college m e n .  I  
suppose  1 shall get eloped w i t h  o r  so m e ­
t h i n g . ”

" D o n ' t  talk nonsense, V e r a . ”  J u d y  
led the w a y  to the e le v a t o r .  “ W a i t

h e r e  f o r  me a m i n u t e .  P e r h a p s  I  can
get y o u  o u t  there s o m e h o w . W h y -------- ”

A c c i d e n t s  h a v e  a w a y  o f  i r r e l e v a n t l y  
t h r u s t i n g  the m se lv e s u n f o r e s e e n  in u p o n  
t h in g s . A s  J u d y  sp o ke , t h e y  w e r e  
s t a n d in g  in f r o n t  o f  th e  i r o n  d o o r ,  
w h i c h  h a d  been carelessly l e f t  p a r t l y  
u n c lo s e d . N e i t h e r  o f  t h e m  a f t e r w a r d  
r e m e m b e r e d  j u s t  h o w  it all h a p p e n e d ,  
b u t  J u d y ,  l o o k i n g  b a c k  at h e r ,  m u s t  
h a v e  slipp e d o n  th e  edge a n d  p itch e d  
head f o r w a r d  as th e  ca r d r o p p e d  s l o w l y  
b y ,  a n d  the stu p id  b o y  b r o u g h t  it to  a 
j o l t i n g  stop f o u r  fe e t b e l o w  the level 
o f  th e  f l o o r .  C l u t c h i n g  his r o p e  in a 
p a n ic ,  th e  b o y  b r o u g h t  the c a r  u p  a g a i n ,  
c r y i n g :  “ O h ,  w h a t  shall  I  d o ,  m i s s !  
W h a t  shall I  d o ! ”

J u d y  l a y  still, d o u b le d  u p  in the 
c o r n e r .

“ Ice  w a t e r ! ”  c o m m a n d e d  V e r a  d o m i ­
n a n t l y ,  b u t  w i t h  h e r  h e a r t  i n  h e r  t h r o a t .  
T h e y  g o t  h i m  i n t o  a b e d r o o m  o n  t h a t  
f l o o r ,  u n c o n s c io u s  a n d  b l e e d i n g ;  a n d  in 
five  m i n u t e s  a d o c t o r  h a d  t a k e n  c ha rge .

" W e l l ? ”  said V e r a ,  a f t e r  an a g o n y  
o f  w a i t i n g .

“ M i s s — M i s s  P h i l l i p s , ”  sa id the d o c ­
t o r ,  “ y o u r  b r o t h e r ’ s c o n d i t io n  is n o t  
s e r io u s .”  T h e y  w e r e  s t a n d in g  in th e  
h a ll ,  o u tsid e  th e  d o o r .  “ H e ’ s g o t a 
ba d w o u n d  in the scalp t h e r e ,  a n d  I  
h a d  t o  s t r a ig h t e n  o u t  a dislo cated s h o u l­
d e r .  H o w  the t h i n g  e v e r  co u ld h a v e  
h a p p e n e d ,  I  d o n ’t k n o w .  B u t  the p o i n t  
is, he w il l  be all r ig h t  i f  he stays q u ie t  
f o r  se ve ra l d a y s . I  sh o u ld  a d vise  a
n u r s e ,  a n d  w il l  send o n e  i f -------- ”

“ B u t , ”  b r o k e  in V e r a ,  " h e  c a n ’ t ,  he
c a n ’t ! H e ’ s the c o x s w a i n --------”

“ W h a t ! ”  cried the d o c t o r .  “ N o t  
P h ill ip s !  Y o u r  b r o t h e r  is J u d v  P h i l ­
lips !”

“ Y o u ’ve  s i m p l y  g o t  to  p u t  h i m  in 
c o n d i t i o n .”

" I ’m  a f r a i d  t h a t ’ s i m p o s s ib le .”
" B u t  h e ’ s g a m e ,"  u r g e d  V e r a ,  w i t h  

a h a l f  sob in h e r  vo ic e . " Y o u  d o n ' t  
k n o iv  h o w  g a m e  he is .”

J u d y  s t o p p e d  g r o a n i n g  w h e n  V e r a
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ca m e  i n t o  the r o o m . S h e  sat o n  the 
side o f  the bed.

“ D o n ’t w aste  a n y  t im e  o n  m e , ’ ’ he 
said in a w e a k ,  s low  v o ic e . “ T h e y ’ re 
b o t h  g o n e — H e n g i s t  a n d  the f r e s h m a n  
c o x .  Y o u  t w o  pe o ple  r u s h  o u t — a n d  
see i f  y o u — c a n ’t— c a n 't  get h o l d  o f  on e  
o f  t h e m — o n  the te le p h o n e — o r ,  w a i t  a
m i n u t e — n o ,  t r y -------- ’ ’ P a i n f u l l y  he
g a v e  d ir e c tio n s . A n d  the d o c t o r  a n d  
Mfera o b e d i e n t l y  l e f t  h i m .

A f t e r  w h a t  seemed an endless tim e  
A ’ e ra  cam e b a c k  a lo n e , a n d  he s a w  
f a i l u r e  w r i t t e n  o n  h e r fa ce e ven b e fo r e  
she s p o ke . “ Y o u  c a n ’t , "  he said. 
“ W e l l ,  t h e n ,  g o  a n d  send w o r d  to the 
O l d  M a n .  H e ’ s g o t t im e  to ge t h o l d  
o f  some one y e t . ’ ’

“ T h e  d o c t o r 's  d o i n g  th a t n o w , ”  said 
V e r a .

S h e  w e n t  t o  th e  w i n d o w ,  a n d  t r ie d  
t o  t h i n k  w h a t  c o u ld  be d o n e .  I t  w a s  
th e  e le v e n th  h o u r .  B e l o w ,  the street 
w a s  still filled w i t h  the g a y ,  m o v i n g  
c r o w d s ,  c a r r y i n g  flags, h o r n s ,  ba llo o n s. 
T h e  t o w n  a n d  r i v e r  f r o n t  w e r e  an i m ­
m e n se  h a y s t a c k  w h e r e i n  the f i n d in g  o f  
a n y  n eedle,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  i m p o r t a n t ,  
w a s  a pra ctica l i m p o s s ib ilit y .  A  blue 
b a l lo o n ,  slip p in g  f r o m  its o w n e r ' s  h a n d  
s o m e w h e r e  in the c r o w d  below', b o b b e d  
s l o w l y  u p w a r d  past the w i n d o w  a n d  
to u c h e d  the glass in p a ssin g , t u r n i n g  
r o u n d  a n d  r o u n d ,  a n d  d a n g l i n g  its 
s t r in g .  A  j o y o u s  s h o u t  f r o m  below' 
g re e te d  the escape.

V e r a  t u r n e d  a w a y ,  a n d  cam e a n d  sat 
d o w n  beside h e r b r o t h e r .  S o o n  he w as 
s o b b in g  in h e r a r m s .  T h e  t w o  faces 
to g e th e r  o n  the p i l l o w  l o o k e d  v e r y  like. 
T h e y  h a d  tha t u n c o p i e d  resem blance 
o f  su gge stio n  w h i c h  o f t e n  e x is ts  in 
b r o t h e r  an d sister. J u d y ' s  fa ce  w a s  
h a g g a r d  a n d  d r a w n  w i t h  e m o t i o n ,  r a t h e r  
th a n  p a in .

“ O h ,  V e r a ,  I  m u s t  be in the bo a t. 
I ’d g iv e  m y  d i p l o m a !  I ’d g i v e  e v e r y ­
t h i n g !  A n d  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  college 
ha s m e a n t  to  m e  all a lo n g . I  s i m p ly  
c a n ’t  g o  b a c k  o n  o ld  T o m  A l l e n  this

w a y !  H i s  last race a n d  m i n e  t o g e t h e r !  
A n d  w i t h o u t  m e  h e ’ll lose it. I ’ m  a 
disgrace to th e  f a m i l y .  U n c l e  J o  w o u l d  
n e v e r  f o r g i v e  m e . F a t h e r  w o u l d n ' t ,  
e it h e r .  A n d  H a r r y  t h in k s  I ’m  a q u i t ­
t e r ,  a n y w a y .  O h ,  w h a t  a n  u tte r ly  f o o t ­
less t h i n g  I ’v e  d o n e !  V e r a ,  I  m u s t  
be in t h a t  b o a t  i f  I  d o n ’t l ive  a n o t h e r  
d a y !”

“ I  w i s h  I  c o u ld  d o  it f o r  y o u , ’ ’ so bbed 
V e r a .

“ I  w i s h  y o u  c o u ld . T h o u g h  y o u  are 
a g i r l ,  I ’d s o o n e r t r u s t  y o u  th a n  e ve n  
H e n g i s t .  Y e s ,  I  w o u l d .  B u t  d o n ’t le t ’ s 
t h i n k  o f  i t . ”  I n  a m o m e n t  th e  d o c t o r  
e n te re d .

“ C a n ’ t y o u  d r u g  m e ? ”
T h e  d o c t o r  l o o k e d  s e r io u s ly  at h i m  

w i t h o u t  a n s w e r i n g .  A t  le n g th  he s a i d : 
“ M o v e  y o u r  r ig h t  a r m . ”

J u d y  m o v e d  his s h o u ld e r ,  a n d  a 
sc re a m  escaped his set te e th . T h e  d o c ­
t o r  sm ile d g r i m l y .

“ Y o u  d o n ' t — u n d e r s t a n d -------- ”  said
J u d y .

“ Y e s ,  I  d o , ”  r e plie d t h e  d o c t o r .  
“ W e ' r e  b o th  college m e n ,  M r .  P h i l l i p s .  
Y o u r  c r e w  r o w s  a gain st m i n e  t o - d a y —  
b u t ,  I  w a n t  to tell y o u ,  I ’ d g i v e  a gre a t 
deal to be able to p u t  y o u  in y o u r  shell 
this a f t e r n o o n . ”  H e  t o o k  J u d y  b y  the 
h a n d ,  a n d  lo o k e d  h i m  in the eyes. “ D o  
y o u  t h i n k  y o u  c o u ld  steer w i t h  t h a t  
a r m  ?”

J u d y  j e r k e d  h i m s e l f  u p  in the b e d . 
“ Y e s ! ”  he g r i t t e d  b e tw e e n  set teeth, 
a n d  f a in t e d .

I V .
A t  th e  o l d  f a r m h o u s e ,  in a n  u p s ta ir s  

r o o m ,  lay silent f o r m s  s w a t h e d  in 
b la n k e ts .  I n  o n e  c o r n e r  th r e e  o f  the 
y o u n g e r  coaches t a l k e d  in  w h is p e r s .  
T h e i r  faces v a r i e d  in e x p r e s s io n  f r o m  
a deep pa tie n ce  t o  a g l a z e d  a l a r m . “ I f  
w e  c a n 't  get h o ld  o f  H e n g i s t , ”  said 
o n e ,  “ th e re  is V i l l i e r s ,  b o w  o f  the 
f r e s h m e n .  H e ’ s as cool as t h e y  m a k e  
t h e m .  T h a t  race this m o r n i n g  w o u l d
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steady h i m ,  and it has p r o b a b l y  pulled 
p o u n d s  o f f  h i m — o u g h t  t o  be u n d e r  on e - 
t h i r t y --------"

“ A  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y  in the stern ! 
L o r d ! "

T h e  head coach came s t a m p in g  u p 
th e  stairs,  b r e a t h i n g  sighs o f  r e lie f .  
" H e ' s  c o m i n g — ju s t h e a r d —- d o c t o r ’ s 
fixe d  h i m  u p !  O h ,  T o m !  Y o u  b e tte r  
h a v e  t h e m  get dressed in h a l f  an h o u r , ”

A l l e n  n o d d e d  sile n tly . H i s  d o u r  e x ­
pression ha d n o t ch a n g e d  at the g o o d  
n e w s . H e  w as s i tt i n g  o n  the edge o f  
a cot b y  the w i n d o w ,  s t a r in g  o u t .  B e ­
l o w  lay the blue r i v e r  o n  w h i c h ,  b y  an d 
b y ,  he w o u l d  be e m b a r k e d .  H e  t h o u g h t  
ba ck o v e r  the lo n g  d a y s  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  
o f  w h ic h  this on e  w a s  the last. A c r o s s  
the r i v e r  to the l e f t ,  h a l f  a m ile  b e l o w ,  
he saw  the enemies* c a m p — the re d - 
r o o f e d  hou se fl y i n g  its c r im s o n  p e n n a n t  
a gainst fleecy clo ud s. B e y o n d  t h e m  the 
s k y  w as cle ar,  a n d  a g r a y  h a z e  l a y  in 
the south like  a c o v e r le t  the su n  ha d 
t h r o w n  to  o n e  side. H e  sat sile nt, i n ­
e x p r e s s iv e ,  his h a n d s  d r o o p i n g  ewer his 
kn e e s, w a i t i n g  as m e n  w a i t  u p o n  the 
h o u r  o f  battle.

D o w n  the s w a y i n g  g a n g w a y  f o r  the 
last t im e  s w u n g  e ig h t m e n ,  a n d  laid 
t h e i r  shell u p o n  the w a t e r .  C a p t a i n  
A l l e n  g a v e  his o r d e r s  in a r e stra in ed  
v o i c e :  “ H o l d  h e r .  S t a r b o a r d ;  in .  P o r t . ’ * 
A n d  w h e n  th e  p o r t  o a rs m e n  had 
clim bed g i n g e r ly  i n ,  “ H o l d  h e r ,  P o r t ; 
in. S t a r b o a r d ! ”  T h e  m e n  settled 
g r a v e l y  d o w n  u p o n  t h e i r  seats, trie d  
t h e m  b y  slidin g u p  a n d  d o w n ,  a n d  w e n t  
t h r o u g h  the details o f  g e t t in g  r e a d y  
w it h  an a ir  o f  p e r f o r m i n g  a sole m n 
rite. T h e i r  backs d e e p -c o lo re d  b y  the 
h o t ,  b a k i n g  J u n e  s u n ,  an d t h e ir  s h o u l­
ders,  w h e r e  the t h ic k  reins o f  G r e e k  
m uscle fell  o v e r  o n  to t h e ir  chests, w e r e  
h id  u n d e r  sw eaters th a t w o u l d  be peeled 
o f f  o n ly  w h e n  t h e y  lay a lo n gside  the 
O ther boat at the start.

A  slight fi gu re  a p p e a red in the d o o r ­
w a y  o f  the little b r o w n  b o a t h o u s e . T h e

O l d  M a n  w as w a l k i n g  w i t h  his a r m  
a r o u n d  the c o x s w a i n 's  s h o u l d e r ,  w h i s ­
p e r i n g  final d ir e c tio n s . A  m u r m u r  o f  
cheers gre e te d  the a p p a r i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  
die d  at th e  p a l l o r  o f  th e  fa ce . I t  w a s  
a w h it e  g h o s t o f  J u d y ,  s h r u n k e n ,  w i t h  
h e a v i ly  b a n d a g e d  h e a d ,  a n d  eyes g l e a m ­
in g  like those o f  a v i c t i m  d r u g g e d  f o r  
a sacrifice,  t h a t  slid o u t  o f  the l o n g  
coat a n d stepped i n t o  the shell.

T h e  t h in  h a n d s  t r e m b l e d  a d j u s t i n g  
th e  c h i n - s t r a p p e d  m e g a p h o n e ,  a n d  
t r e m b l e d  as t h e y  p ic k e d  u p  the r u d d e r  
c o rds. A n d  as the t w o  sat f a c i n g  one 
a n o t h e r  again  it w a s  the s tr o k e  this 
tim e  w h o  lo o k e d  i n t o  th e  eyes o f  the 
c o x s w a i n  a n d  sm ile d. T h e r e  he sat 
u p o n  the th in  w o o d e n  slide f r o m  w h ic h  
he w a s  to  arise a v i c t o r i o u s  o r  a  beaten 
c a p t a i n ,  an d lo o k e d  in to  a p a ir  o f  b l a z ­
i n g  eye s, w h e r e ,  b e h i n d  the sick f e a r ,  
he s a w  co u r a g e . A n d  r e a l i z i n g  a t  last 
t h a t  he w a s  b o a t e d  f o r  th e  race, his 
m e n  all w i t h  h i m ; t h a t  th e  i n t e r m i n a b le  
w a i t i n g  w a s  o v e r ,  he g a v e  a s h o r t  l a u g h  
o f  p u r e  d e lig h t.  H i s  d o u r n e s s  w as 
s w e p t a w a y ,  a n d  his fa ce  w a s  r e l a x e d  
a n d  alive w it h  the fierce j o y  o f  the 
w a r r i o r .  “ D a r n  y o u ,  J u d y , ”  he sa id ,  
“ steer s t r a ig h t  1”

T h e  coaches c a m e  to  the edge o f  th e  
flo a t ,  a n d  sile n tly ,  f r o m  s tr o k e  t o  b o w ,  
s h o o k  h a n d s  w i t h  th e  m e n — the last  
act in th e  ritu a l  o f  f a r e w e l l .

“ R e a d y  all 1 R o w  !”
I t  w a s  a p a th e tic p a r o d y  o f  J u d y ’ s 

o ld  v o i c e ,  h u t  it h a d  a r in g  in  i t .  A n d  
th e  first l i f t  o f  those e ig h t backs n e a r l y  
sn a ppe d o f f  the little b a n d a g e d  h e a d . 
S i c k  o r  w e l l ,  de a d o r  a li v e ,  it seemed 
to  m e a n  t h e y  w o u l d  p u l l  J u d y  P h i l l i p s  
o v e r  the line a w i n n e r  f o r  his last 
race. A n d  so th e y r o w e d — p a d d le d  
t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  called it— d o w n  t o ­
w a r d  the b e n d  in the r i v e r ,  w h e r e  the 
c r a c k  an d ra ttle  o f  o r g a n i z e d  cheers 
h u r s t  u p o n  t h e m  as t h e y  ca m e  in sight 
o f  the c r o w d e d  o b s e r v a t io n  t r a i n s ,  
g r o w i n g  lo u d e r  e v e r y  m o m e n t ,  a n d  e n ­
ve lo p e d  t h e m  like  a clo u d .
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T h e  o b s e r v a t io n  t r a i n s  o n  each b a n k  
w e r e  w a i t i n g  at th e  u p s t r e a m  end o f  
th e  course. T h e  b e n d  o f  th e  r i v e r  
b r o u g h t  the s t a r t  w i t h i n  f i f t y  y a r d s  o f  
th e  w e s t sh o re . F r o m  this p o i n t  th e  
t r a i n  o n  the east b a n k  lo o k e d  like  a 
t h i n ,  c o lo re d  s e rpe n t. C h e e r s  cam e 
s w e e p in g  across the b r o a d  e x p a n s e  o f  
w a t e r ,  the c r e w  f r o m  the r e d - t o p p e d  
b o a th o u s e  w e r e  w a r m i n g  u p ,  close u n ­
d e r  th e  r a ilro a d  e m b a n k m e n t  o n  the 
east b a n k ,  p r a n c i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  in 
s h o r t  sp u rts .

S o o n  T o m  A l l e n ’s c r e w  c a m e  in 
sig h t,  p a d d l i n g  d o w n ,  a m i  slipp e d u n d e r  
th e  noses o f  the official y a c h t ,  th e  press 
b o a t ,  a n d  the f e w  o t h e r  p r i v i le g e d  c r a f t  
tha t w e r e  to  f o l l o w  th e  race. A  f e w  
m in u t e s  late r b o th  c r e w s  l a y  side b y  
side j u s t  in f r o n t  o f  t w o  a n c h o r e d  r o w ­
boats in w h i c h  t w o  m e n  g r a s p e d  a n d  
held the r u d d e r s  o f  the shells.

T h e r e  w as a silence as th e  shells 
s w u n g  in to  p o s it io n . A  t i n y ,  s lo p in g  
b a n k  r a n  d o w n  f r o m  the r a il r o a d  t r a c k  
in f r o n t  o f  car seventeen o f  the w e s t -  
sh ore o b s e r v a t io n  t r a i n  t o  the w a t e r 's  
edge, a n d  f r o m  t h a t  c a r  o n e  c o u ld  h a v e  
tossed a stone i n t o  e ith e r  shell.

T h e  r e f e r e e ’ s v o ic e  b r o k e  the silence. 
H e  sto o d u p o n  th e  p r o w  o f  th e  official 
y a c h t ,  o u t li n e d  a g a in s t the s h in in g  r i v e r  
like th e  c u lp r it  f a y  o n  the c liff . T h e  
pistol sho t c r a c k e d  o m i n o u s l y ,  a n d ,  u n ­
d e r  the g a z e  o f  t h o u s a n d s ,  a n d  b e f o r e  
m a n y  o f  t h e m  r e a lize d  i t ,  th e  c re w s 
w e r e  a w a y ,  t e a r i n g  the w a t e r  in t i n y  
cascades w i t h  t h e ir  q u i c k ,  r a c in g  starts 
b e f o r e  t h e y  settled d o w n  t o  the l o n g  
s w i n g  a n d  the f o u r - m i l e  ba ttle  o f  skill  
a n d  e n d u r a n c e .

C h e e r s  s w e p t  across the r i v e r  a g ain  
f r o m  the t r a i n  o n  th e  east s h o re . T h e  
w e s t-s h o re  t r a i n  s ta r te d  u p  w i t h  t o o t  
a n d  r a tt l in g  j e r k .  I n  c a r  se ve n te e n  a 
y o u n g  g i r l  w h o  w o r e  vio le ts p i n n e d  to 
her dress gasped w i t h  e x c it e m e n t .  “ I  
t h i n k  this is the m o s t  e x c it i n g  p a r t  o f

V . th e  race— to  see t h e m  so close, a w f u l l y  
l u c k y  w e  g o t  seats in  this c a r .  C a r r i e  
A i n s w o r t h ,  a r e n ’ t y o u  g la d  y o u  c a m e ? ”  

“ Y e s ,  i n d e e d ,  I  a m . ”
A  m o m e n t  l a t e r : “ W h i c h  is C a p t a i n  

A l l e n  a n d  w h i c h  is J u d y  P h i l l i p s  ?” 
“ W h y ,  J u d y  is the c o x s w a i n ,  fa c in g  

th e  o t h e r s .  N o ,  t h a t ’ s o u r  b o a t  n earest 
t o  the sho re . A l l e n  is n e x t .  H e ' s  the 
s t r o k e .”

“ W h y ,  I  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  n u m b e r  
e ig h t. Y o u  k n o w ,  I ’ m  j u s t  c r a z y  a b o u t  
r o w i n g .  I  m e t  h i m  at t h e  S t o c k b r i d g e s ’ 
a t  a tea this w i n t e r .  I  w o n d e r  h o w  
V e r a  P h i l l i p s  feels n o w . ”

“ W h e r e  is V e r a ? ”
“ O h ,  p s h a w ,  t h e y 'v e  g o n e  b e h i n d  th a t 

h i l l ! S h e ’ s o n  th e  G loria .”
“ Y o u  c a n 't  see th e  race y e t  f r o m  the 

G loria .  I t ’ s a w a y  d o w n  a t  the f i n is h .”

T w o  m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  in car f i v e ,  s e v­
e r a l  y o u n g  m e n  h u d d l i n g  u p o n  each 
o t h e r s ’ s h o u l d e r s : “ T h e r e  t h e y  co m e  
n o w .  B y  G e o r g e ,  t h e y ’ re a h e a d !”  

“ W h a t  flag is t h a t — t h e  h a l f  m i l e ? "  
“ Y e s . ”
*  H a r r y  P h i l l i p s ,  h o w  m u c h  d o  y o u  

m a k e  it o u t  w e ’ re b e h i n d ? ”
“ W e ' r e  n o t  b e h i n d ;  w a t c h  t h e m  as 

t h e y  pass t h e ir  flags. S e e ,  t h e y 'r e  t o ­
g e t h e r  !”

O n  b o a r d  th e  press b o a t  f o l l o w i n g  the 
c r e w s :  “ Y e s ,  1 s a w  t h e m  r o w  t w o  
m o n t h s  ago— w e n t  o u t  in the la u n c h . 
T h e y ’v e  i m p r o v e d  v a s t l y  since t h e n . ”  
T h e  spe a ke r w o r e  a k n o w i n g  l o o k .  “ D o  
y o u  n o tic e , t h e y 'v e  a c t u a l l y  r o w e d  
s tr o k e  f o r  stro ke  so f a r ?  H o w  a b o u t  
i t ,  B i l l ?  C lo s e  ra ce ?”

“ I  s h o u ld  s a y . G o i n g  to be th e  clos­
est in ye a r s .  L e n d  m e  y o u r  glasses. 
T h e y ' r e  e x a c t l y  t o g e t h e r ,  all r i g h t — a b ­
s o lu t e ly  e v e n ,  a n d  r o w i n g  so t h a t  one 
c r e w  m i g h t  be a reflection o f  the o t h e r  
in  a l o o k in g - g la s s . M o s t  r e m a r k a b le  
c i r c u m s t a n c e ; w o n d e r  h o w  l o n g  it w ill  
last. S t r o k e  f o r  s t r o k e ! L o o k s  like 
a t h i r t y - t h r e e  t o  m e .  T h e r e  w e  com e
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to  the m i le  flag n o w .  I  w o n d e r  w h a t  
the official t im e  is. B y  J o v e !  A l l e n ' s  
h i t t i n g  it  u p  to t h i r t y - s i x .  L o o k ! 
Trcl-ty w o r k !  H e ' s  j u m p e d  ten fe et 
o n  t h e m  a lr e a d y .  $ a v ! it's a close race. 
W h y ,  I  r e m e m b e r  in '88 w h e n —-— "

A c r o s s  the r i v e r ,  o n  the east L a n k ,  
in car t w e n t y :

“ M o t h e r ,  d o n ' t  l o o k  so scared. T o m  
is all r i g h t . "

“ 1 k n o w  lie is, d e a r ."
“ M r s .  A l l e n ,  w o n ' t  y o u  h a v e  these 

glasses? L o o k ,  w e 'r e  c a tc h in g  u p .  I  
t h i n k  w e  w e r e  b e h in d  a m i n u t e  a g o ."

“ O h ,  t h a n k  y o u  so m u c h .  W h y ,  it 
loo k s so easy. A r e  t h e y  re ally r o w i n g  
haial ?’ ’

" O f  course it lo o k s  e a s y , m y  d e a r ,  
f r o m  ’ w a y  o f f  h e re . B o t h  cre w s are 
r o w i n g  b e a u t i f u l l y . "

" H o w  m u c h  f a r t h e r  is i t ,  T o m ' "
“ T w o  miles a n d  a h a l f .  H e r e  w e 

co m e  to the m i l e - a n d - a - h a l f  flag n o w .  
Y e s ,  b y  J o v e  ! W e ' r e  e ve n  w i t h  t h e m ! 
B u t  w e r e  r o w i n g  a h ig h e r  s t r o k e ! "

. A w a y  o f f  in the m id d le  o f  the r i v e r ,  
like t i n y  m a n i k i n  fishes w i t h  t w i n k l i n g  
lins, the c r e w s ,  p a r allele d b y  the d is­
tan t o b s e r v a t io n  t r a i n s ,  slipped a lm o st 
insensibly a lo n g  in tile silence o f  th a t 
histo ric battle  f o r  g l o r y ,  d r a w i n g  e v e r  
n e a r e r  to th a t last m ile  tha t l a y  w a i t ­
in g  f o r  t h e m , be tw e e n  a n c h o re d  ya chts 
— a t h i n ,  blue lane.

T h e  G loria  w a s  a n c h o re d  n e a r  the 
t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l i - i n i l e  flags, h a l f  a m ile  
f r o m  the finish. T o  r ig h t  an d l e f t  the 
a m a z i n g  sunlit p a n o r a m a  o f  boats o f  
all k in d s  filled the r i v e r ,  f r o m  the y a w l s ,  
m o t o r  boats,  a n d  o t h e r  small  r i v e r  c r a f t  
to the ya ch ts an d hu ge  steam ers. B e ­
h i n d  t h e m  people flecked the s lo p in g , 
g r a s s y  hills a b o v e  th e  sho re , a n d  n e a r  
w h e r e  the black ra ilro a d  b r i d g e ’ s s p a n ­
n i n g  arches crossed h i g h  a b o v e  the f in ­
ish, c r o w d e d  the e m b a n k m e n t  a n d  tops 

7 B

o f  b u i ld in g s . D i r e c t l y  across the course 
f r o m  the l o w - s i d e d  G loria  a huge 
ste a m e r ca re e n e d , h e r  d o u b le  decks 
e m p t y  o n  on e  side a n d  th e  o t h e r  so 
b la c k  w i t h  h u m a n i t y  one a lm o s t  e x ­
pected people to d r o p  o v e r  the rails 
i n t o  the course b e l o w .

O n e  o f  t h e n !— a s lig h t,  undersized, 
b o y — lay a p a r t  fr o m  the o t h e r s ,  a tele­
scope in his h a n d ,  g a z i n g  pa st i n n u m e r ­
able p r o w s  o f  vessels sile ntly  u p  the 
co u rse  t o  w h e r e  the b r i g h t  e x p a n s e  o f  
r i v e r  v a n is h e d  a m o n g  the l o w  hills to 
the n o r t h w a r d .  S o m e  on e  called o u t 
t o  the w a t c h m a n  : “ I f  a n y t h i n g  h a d  h a p ­
p e n e d  to  J u d v  P h i l li p s  y o u  w o u l d n ' t  
be h e re , eh, J a c k ? "

T h e  y o u n g  m a n  w i t h  the telescop>. 
a n s w e r e d  w i t h o u t  c h a n g in g  his positior.

“ N o t  a c h a n c e ,"  he said g r i m l y .  
“ C a t c h  J u d y  o u t  o f  his last r a c e ! ”

“ D o n ' t  b o t h e r  J a c k  H e n g i s t  any 
m o r e , "  la u g h e d  a t h i r d ,  “ lie’ s b u s y .  B y  
th e  w a y ,  has a n y  one h e a r d  a b o u t  
V e r a  ?“

“ S h e ’ s w i t h  C a r r i e ’ s c r o w d ,  s o m e ­
w h e r e  o n  the o b s e r v a t io n  t r a i n .  I s n ’ t 
she, D i c k ?  I  w o n d e r  h o w  she feels 
n o w .  I ' l l  bet she’ s h a lf  c r a z y . ’ ’

T h e r e  w a s  a silence t h a t  lasted several 
m i n u t e s ,  b r o k e n  o n l y  b y  an occasio nal 
r e m a r k .  D i c k  A i n s w o r t h  came o v e r ,  
a n d  f l u n g  h i m s e l f  d o w n  beside H e n g i s t .  
A  m o m e n t  la te r ,  the s u bstitu te  c o x ­
s w a i n ,  l y i n g  p r o n e ,  his eye g lu e d  to the 
telescope, s a i d : “ I  see t h e m ,  b u t  1 c a n ’t 
tell w h o ’ s a h e ad . T h e y ' r e  n e a r  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  all r i g h t . ”

“ W h e r e ?  G i v e  m e the glass. W h ic h ,  
is o u r s ,  J a c k — to the l e f t ? ’ ’

“ Y e s ,  can y o u  see t h e m ?  H e r e ,  g iv e  
i t  ba ck to m e . "

*  T h e r e  w a s  a g e n e ral c r o w d i n g  to the 
p o r t  rail  to l o o k  u p  th e  c o u rse , a n d  
o n e  o f  the g irls  a p p r o p r i a t e d  the tele­
scope.

T w o  m i n u t e s  l a t e r :  " O u r  c r e w  is 
s p la s h in g  b a d l y .  W h o ' s  t h a t ? "

" F o u r  a n d  t w o , "  H e n g i s t  r e plie d
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g r i m l y .  A l r e a d y  his h a n d s  w e r e  
clenched. T h e  m i n u t e s  sped r a p id ly  o n ,  
a n d ,  as the cre w s d r e w  n e a r ,  the s h r ie k  
o f  a h u n d r e d  w histle s began t h e ir  d e a f ­
e n in g  w e lc o m e . " C o m e  o n ,  T o m  A l l e n ;  
h it  it u p .  Y o u ' v e  g o t to do it ,  T o m , ”  
the little substitute c o x s w a i n  i m p l o r e d .  
“' T h a t ’ s it ,  F r a n k ,  old b o y ! R a d ! 
K e e p  it u p !"  A n d  so o n ,  f r o m  stro ke  
to  b o w ,  he t a lk e d  to the c r e w ,  c a llin g 
t h e m  b y  n a m e  a n d  beseeching t h e m  o n e  
b y  on e  to r o w  h a r d e r ,  in a voice t h a t  
w a s  d r o w n e d  in the general d i n ,  an d 
d i d  n o t e ve n  reach his o w n  ears.

A t  last the cre w s e n t e re d  the lane o f  
y a c h ts  a n d  d r e w  m o m e n t a r i l y  closer 
an d la r g e r .  " L o o k  at T o m , "  D i c k  
A i n s w o r t h  s h o u te d in l l e n g i s t ' s  e a r ;  
" h e ’s all i n !  N o .  J u d y ' s  s p la s h in g  
h i m ! H o w  m u c h  d o  y o u  m a k e  it w e ’ re 
b e h i n d — t h i r d  o f  a l e n g th ? "

T h e  c re w s sw e p t b y  the polishe d hu ll  
o f  the G loria .  F o r  a f e w  seconds on e  
c o u ld  see the y e l l o w ,  bra ce d  n e t w o r k  o f  
th e  insides o f  the shells, a n d  the s w irl  
o f  b u r i e d  o a r  blades, a n d  a b o v e  it 
s t r a i n in g  faces a n d  the h e a v e  o f  w e t  
bo d ie s, a n d  th e n  t h e y  w e r e  past an d 
gone like a d r e a m , a n d  w e r e  ch a n g e d  
a g a in  into m a ch in e s t h a t  c r a w l e d  d o w n  
the last h a l f  m ile  o f  the blue b o t t o m  
o f  th a t n o i s e - d r o w n e d  c a n o n . A n d  one 
w as to r e a lize ,  a f t e r w a r d ,  tha t the re  ha d 
been n o  o p e n  w a t e r  b e tw e e n  t h e m  f o r  
a single m i n u t e  o f  t h a t  terrific h a n d - i n -  
h a n d  j o u r n e y  o f  f o u r  m iles.

V I .

In the shells th e m s e lv e s , at the fin ­
ish, w h e n  the g u n  w a s  fi red , b o th  cre w s 
sto p p e d  r o w i n g  a lm o s t t o g e t h e r ,  an d 
S i x  a n d  T h r e e  in the bo a t beside T o m  
A l l e n  collapsed s u d d e n l y ,  a n d  the b o w  
o a r  la y  b a c k  s l o w l y .  T h e  rest h u n g ,  
d r e n c h e d  a n d  d r i p p i n g  f r o m  th e  cessa­
tio n  o f  p a i n ,  o v e r  t h e ir  t r a i l i n g  o a rs. 
A l l e n ’ s face w a s  g r a y ,  his eyes g l a z e d .  
H i s  he a d  h u n g  f o r w a r d  a n d  w a v e d  
g e n t l y  f r o m  side to  side, his m o u t h  w a s

o p e n . I n  his m i n d  the re  w a s  b u t  o n e  
t h o u g h t .  T h e  race w a s  o v e r ! T h e  
b o o m i n g  o f  c a n n o n ,  the n o ise , th e  k a ­
leidoscopic miles, o f  m o v i n g  h u m a n i t y  
a b o v e  a n d  a r o u n d  h i m  o n  t r a i n s ,  s h o r e ,  
b u i l d i n g s ,  the r i v e r  a liv e  w i t h  b o a ts ,  
y a c h t s ,  all d id  n o t  e x is t  f o r  h i m .  I t  
w a s  the price  he h a d  p a id  f o r  w i n n i n g ,  
w i n n i n g  b y  a su stained s p u r t  at th e  f i n ­
ish th a t w o u l d  g o  d o w n  in h i s t o r y .  A n d  
he w a s  b e y o n d  c a rin g .

A t  a float a n c h o re d  s o m e w h e r e  b e l o w  
the b r i d g e ,  A l l e n  g o t  o u t .  H i s  legs 
t r e m b l e d  u n d e r  h i m ,  a n d  he w a s  d i m l y  
conscious th a t th re e  o r  f o u r  m e n  w e r e  
w r i n g i n g  his h a n d s . A  t r a i n e d  ath le te  
comes b a c k  q u i c k l y  f r o m  a n y  k i n d  o f  
p u n i s h m e n t ,  a n d  so, as he b e g a n  to  feel 
a liv e  a g a i n ,  he fo r c e d  a w a n  smile t o  
his fa ce. T h e n  he h e a r d  voices b e h i n d  
h i m ,  " J u d y ' s  f a i n t e d ! ”  “ N o ,  he h a s n ’ t . ”  
A n d  t u r n e d  to see the c o x s w a i n  still in  
the shell.

F i e  leaned o v e r  a n d  p i c k e d  u p  the 
f r a i l  f o r m  in his g r e a t  a r m s .  “ N o t  a 
step d o  y o u  w a l k , ”  he crie d o u t ,  an d 
w i t h  still s o m e w h a t  h a l t i n g  steps he 
strode a lo n g ,  conscious o f  a b u z z  o f  
noise a n d  c r o w d i n g  a b o u t  h i m  o f  r e d -  
b u r n e d  s h o u ld e rs  a n d  t o u s le d  heads 
m i n g le d  w i t h  serge a n d  s t r a w  hats. 
A c r o s s  a p l a n k  t o  the sh o re  w h e r e  a 
h u s h e d  c r o w d  w o n d c r i n g l y  m a d e  w a y  
f o r  h i m ,  he s tr o d e ,  u n c o n s c io u s  o f  his 
g r e a t ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  h a l f - c l a d  b o d y ,  like 
som e G o t h  o f  o ld ,  a n d set his b u r d e n  
d o w n  in the ca r t h a t  w a s  w a i t i n g  th e re .

“ I  t h i n k  I ' d  b e tte r  go u p  w i t h  J u d y , ”  
he called b a c k ,  in a m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  vo ice . 
" G o o d - b y ,  f e l l o w s .  I ’ ll see y o u  l a t e r ."  
S o m e  o n e  tossed in a h a n d f u l  o f  
sw e ate rs a n d  the car shot a h e ad . A l l e n  
d r e w  a c o u ple  o f  coats f r o m  the r a c k ,  
a n d ,  s w a y i n g  f r o m  side to  side, c l u m s i ­
l y  m a n a g e d  to w r a p  one a r o u n d  his 
c o m p a n i o n .  “ I s n ’t it g r e a t 1 I s n ' t  it 
g r e a t !”  he k e p t  r e p e a ti n g ,  as s i m p ly  
h a p p y  as a child at C h r i s t m a s .

T h e  car fle w  past houses a n d  streets. 
T h r o u g h  an o p e n i n g  t h e y  g lim p s e d
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a g a i n  t h e  r i v e r  p a n o r a m a  w h i c h  
j u m p e d  m a g i c a l l y  i n t o  v i e w  a n t i  d i s a p ­
p e a r e d .  T h e n  t h e y  w e r e  n u t  u p o n  t h e  
r o a d  t h a t  w o u l d  l e a d  h a c k  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  
o l d  f a r m h o u s e  u p  t h e  r i v e r .  A t  a  
t u r n  a  s h a r p  d i g  i n  t h e  r o a d w a y  s e n t  
t h e  t o n n e a u  u p  w i t h  a  s w i r l i n g  h e a v e ,  
a n d  H u n g  t h e  l i t t l e  h e a d  h a c k  a g a i n s t  
t h e  l e a t h e r  c u s h i o n ,  w h e r e  t h e  b a n d a g e  
s l i p p e d  a n d  a  s o f t  l o o p  o f  d a r k  h r o v n  
h a i r  f e l l  i n t o  v i e w .  A  l i t t l e  d i r t - s t a i n e d  
h a n d  w a s  r a i s e d  a n d  f e l t  i t .  a n d  a  s w e e p  
t i t  c o l o r  d a r k e n e d  t h e  p a l e  f a c e .  A  
p a i r  o f  s c a r c . l  e y e s  l o o k e d  o u t  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  d e c e i t  s t o o d  a i l  C o n f e s s e d .

A l l e n  w o r e  a  g l a r e  o f  u t t e r  s u r p r i s e .
" J u d y  c - c o u l d n ' t  c o m e . "  t h e  v o i c e  

s t a m m e r e d  p i t i f u l l y ,  " l i e  t r i e d — a n d  
t r i e d — a n d  t r i e d ---------- "

“ D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  y o u ' v e  d o n e ? "  
A l l e n  d e m a n d e d .  H i s  l o n g ' - s i n c e  e x ­
h a u s t e d  b r a i n ;  . s t r u g g l e d  t o  g r a s p  a  f a c t ,  
t h e  s h o c k  o f  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  w r e n c h  
h i s  s l o w ,  m e t h o d i c a l  m i n d  a w a y  f r o m  
r e a l i t y .  I t  s e e m e d  t o  h i m  t h a t  t h e  w o n ­
d e r  I u l  t h i n g  s h e  h a d  d o n e  w  a s  u n b e l i e v ­
a b l e ,  a s  i n d e e d  i t  w a s .  “ H o w  o n  e a r t h  
— h o w  c o u l d  v o n  d o  i t ?  D o  y o u  k n o w  
w h a t  y o u ' v e  d o n e ? "  h e  s a i d ,  o y e r  a n d  
w o ' ,  i n  a  k i n d  o f  v a g u e  m o n o t o n e .  H e  
l o o k e d  i n t o  e v e s  i h a t  h a d  t h e  - a n t e  
b r a v e  g l i n t  ; t s  J u d y ' s ,  e v e s  t h a t  lie-,  u n ­
k n o w i n g ,  h a d  g a z e d  i n t o  t h r o u g h  a n  
a g e - l o n g  f i e r c e n e s s  o f  f o u r  m i l e s ,  w h e r e ­
i n  t h e } '  h a d  s e e n  n a u g h t  h u t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
a n d  n o w  a  s w e e p  o f  r e a l i z a t i o n  n e w  t o  
h i s  h o y ' s  s o u l  r u s h e d  t h r o u g h  h i m .  
‘ A o n ! ”  h e  c r i e d ,  a n d  t h e n  s t o p p e d ,  
a b a s h e d .  “ I t — it w a s  v o n . ' "

T h e y  r o d e  o n  i n  s i l e n c e  f o r  a  l i t t l e  
w h i l e ,  t h e s e  t w o  a c t o r s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
p a g e a n t  o f  t h e  d a y .  a l o n e ,  u n k n o w n  o f  
a l l  t h e  j o y J u i  t h o u s a n d s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  
o f  t h e  t o w n  t h e } '  h a i l  l e f t  b e h i n d  t h e m .  
A n d  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  s e c r e t  q u i v e r e d  b e ­
t w e e n  t h e m .  A l l e n  g a t e  u p  t r y i n g  t o  
g r o p e  h i s  w a y  t o  s t e a d i n e s s  i n  a  s e a  o f  
s e n s a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  h e  w a s  a l w a y s  c o n ­
f u s i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  w i t h  t h e  l e s s .

A f t e r  a  w h i l e  a  t h o u g h t  c a m e  t o  h i m ,  
a n d  h e  s a i d :

“ Y o u  m u s t  d e s p i s e  m e . ”
“ W h y ? "
“ F o r  s w e a r i n g ,  e v e r y  l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  r a c e .  I  m u s t  h a v e  s a i d  
s o m e  a w  f u l  t i l i n g s .  B u t  i t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  
b e c a u s e ----------"

“ A l t ,  i t  w a s  l ik e s  p r a y i n g ! I  n e v e r  
k n e w  m e n  w e r e  s o  w o n d e r f u l .  Y o u  
l o o k e d  a s  t h o u g h  y o u  w e r e  d y i n g ,  a n d
y e t  y o u ---------- “  l  i e f  v o i c e  b r o k e  w i t h  t h e
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s h e  s m i l e d ,  a n d  l e a n e d  b a c k  
w i t h  p a r t e d  l i p - ' ,  t o o  t i r e d  t o  f i n i s h .  
T h e y  w e r e  b o t h  t i r e d ,  t o o  t i r e d  e v e n  t o  
t h i n k ,  a s  y e t ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m i s t a k e n l y  
b e i n g  c a r r i e d  f a r t h e r  a n d  f a r t h e r  f r o m  
J u d y .

F o r  t h e m  a s  t h e y  s a t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
s w a y i n g  c a r .  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  l i f e  h a d  
d r o p p e d  a w a y ,  a m i  w e r e  f o r g o t t e n ,  
l e a v i n g  o n l y  l i f e  i t s e l f .  T h e  s u m m e r  
t w i l i g h t  c l o s e d  d o w n  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  a  
m a n  a n d  a  g i r l  w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  a n d  w o n ; a n d  t h e  g r i m y  e a r t h  
o f  i t  w a s  s t i l l  o n  t h e i r  f a c e s  a n d  h a n d s .  
T h e  e l e m e n t  til  r e a l i t y  o f  t h i n g s  i n v o l v e d  
t h e m .

S h e  s a t  h a c k  i n  h e r  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
w i d e  s e a t ,  t h e  c o a t  d r a w n  a r o u n d  h e r  
b o d y .  A l l e n ' s  a r m s  t h a t  h a d  s o  l a t e l y  
h e l d  h e r  t i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  i t .  
a n d  h e  f e l t  a s h a m e d  a n d  s t r a n g e l y  
h a p p y .  S o m e t h i n g  u t t e r l y  n e w  a n d  
v i r g i n a l  w a s  a !  w o r k  w i t h i n  h i m .  H i s  
e y e s  h a d  o p e n e d  o n  a  s t r a n g e  w o r l d ,  
a n d  u  s t r a n g e ,  w o n d e r f u l  c r e a t u r e  b e ­
s i d e  h i n t .  H e  l o o k e d  a t  h e r  a s  t h o u g h  
s h e  w e r e  a  b e i n g  w h o  c o u l d n ' t  e x i s t  i n  
h i s  p o o r  s c h e m e  o f  t h i n g s  m u n d a n e .

“ H e  c o u l d n ' t — h e  t r i e d — t o r  t h e  s a k e  
o f  h i s  f a m i l y — f o r  e v e r y t h i n g — a n d
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t i m e  t o  t h i n k ---------- ”  H e r
v o i c e  w a s  w e a k  w i t h  p h y s i c a l  e x h a u s ­
t i o n .  S h e  s a w  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  h i s  
e y e s .  S u d d e n l y  s h e  r e l a x e d  a n d  f e l l  
f o r w a r d ,  s o b b i n g  h y s t e r i c a l l y .  “ 1  d o n ' t  
c a r e .  I d o n ’ t  c a r e , "  s h e  c r i e d .  “ W e ’v e  
w o n !  O h ,  J u d y ,  J u d y ! ”



Battler Binks—Scoreboard Man
B y  R o b e r t  E m m e t  M a c A l a r n e y

Author o f  “ A ll the World's a F i l l u m E t c .

When Battler’s battling days were over and he became scoreboard man for a 
N ew  Y ork newspaper he only traded the fight fever for the baseball germ . Up 
there on his little platform, w ith the shouting thousands beneath him , he had an 
even stronger sense of the dramatic values than he had ever had in the squared circle

TH I S  M e s s a g c - t o - G a r c i a  t h i n g  i s  
a l l  r i g h t  i n  i t s  w a y .  A n d  o n l y  
a  f a t h e a d  f a i l s  t o  g e t  a  r e a l  
t h r i l l  o u t ;  o f  t h e  c o r n e t  w h o  

l u g g e d  t h e  n e w s  o f  b a t t l e  t o  N a p o l e o n  
• a n d  s a i d ,  “ I ' m  d e a d ,  s i r e . "  u n w r a p p i n g  
h i s  c l o a k  t o  s h o w  h o w  n i c e l y  t h e  A u s ­
t r i a n s  h a d  s h u t  h i m  t o  p i e c e s ,  a n d  t u m ­
b l i n g  o f f  h i s  h o r s e  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  a n n o y e d  L i t t l e  C o r p o r a l .  B u t  
t h e r e ' s  a  d e a l  o f  m e s s a g e  c a r r y i n g  t h a t  
n e v e r  g e t s  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  h o o k s .

B a t t i e r  B i n k s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  u n ­
i t y  m n e d  m e s s a g e  L o u n g e r s .  O h ,  y e s ,  y o u  
d o !  Y o u ' v e  s e e n  h i m  m a n y  a  t i m e  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h a t  b i g  b l a c k b o a r d  a c r o s s  
f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  L a r k .  B a s e b a l l '  O f  
c o u r s e .  B a t t l e r  B i n k s  w a s  t h e  b a s e b a l l  
b u l l e t i n  m a n  o f  t h e  I f ' c u i n g  f l o a t .

N o t  a l w a y s  h a d  t h e  B a t t l e r  b e e n  i n  
t h e  s p o t l i g h t .  L i k e  a n y  o t h e r  p u b l i c  
c h a r a c t e r ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  f i g h t  
h a r d  f o r  a  t o e h o l d .  F i g h t ,  w i t h  t h e  
B a t t l e r ,  L  t o  b e  t a k e n  l i t e r a l l y .  F r o m  
n e w s b o y ,  c r u i s i n g  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r  b e l t ,  
l i e  h a d  b e c o m e  t h e  b e s t  o f  “ p r e l i m "  
s c r a p p e r s  a t  o n e  o f  t h o s e  F a s t  S i d e  
“ a t h l e t i c  c i u b s "  t h a t  f u r n i s h  g l a d i a t o r i a l  
s t e a m  e s c a p e m e n t  f o r  h a r d - f a c e d  g a n g ­
s t e r s  o n  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t . - ' .

I t  w a s  v i a  t h e  C o r b e t t ,  J u n i o r ,  A t h ­
l e t i c  C l u b  t h a t  t h e  B a t t l e r  b e c a m e  a  
c o m p o n e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  i t s  f a r -  
f l u n g  s i d e w a l k  p i c k e t .  T o d  L u n d g r e n ,  
s p o r t i n g  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  G l o a t ,  w a s  t h e  
d e u s  e x  m a c h i n a .  T e l l  t h a t  t o  B i n k s ,

a n d  h e ' d  t h i n k  y o u  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
a  d i s e a s e .  L u n d g r e n  d o e s  t h e  b o x i n g  
d o p e  o n  p a g e  t w e l v e ,  w i t h  f e a r f u l  a n d  
w o n d e r f u l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  b r u i s e r s  w h o  
d i s p l a y  f r e i g h t - c a r  t o r s o s  a n d  p i p e s t e m  
l e g s .

R e g a r d  t h e  B a t t l e r  i n  t h e  g l a r e  o f  
t h e  e l e c t r i c  b u n c h  l i g h t  i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h e  
a r e n a  o f  t h e  C o r b e t t ,  J u n i o r ,  A .  C . ,  
w h e n  t h a t  t w o - s t o r y  f i r e  t r a p  i s  t u r n i n g  
’ e m  a w a y .  M a r k  t h e  t i g h t - d r a w n  n o s e  
a n d  m o u t h  o f  t h e  u n n o u r i s h e d  f e a t h e r ­
w e i g h t .  e v e r y  r i b  s h o w i n g ;  n o t h i n g  b u t  
h a t e  i n  h i s  h e a v i n g  l i t t l e  c h e s t  f o r  t h e  
b a t t l e r  w h o  s i t s  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r —  
t h a t  i s .  n o t h i n g  s a v e  a  b l u r r e d  d r e a m  
o f  t h e  t o p - b o n e  s i r l o i n  a n d  h a s h e d  
b r o w n  p o t a t o e s  h e ' l l  b l o w  h i m s e l f  t o  
i f  h e  m a k e s  g o o d .

S a y s  t h e  T i c k e r  M a n  t o  T o d :  “ T h a t  
k i d  i s  t h e  g o o d s .  I ’ v e  s e e n  h i m  b e f o r e ,  
l i e ' l l  d i e  t e n  y e a r s  a h e a d  o f  h i s  t i m e ,  
g o i n g  i n  f o r  m i x e d - a l e  s c r a p p i n g  b e ­
f o r e  t h e  m e a t  i s  o n  h i s  b o n e s .  B u t  
h e ' s  g o t  a  w i c k e d  l e f t  f o r  b a b y  s l u g ­
g e r .  W a t c h ,  h i m ! "

T h e  T i c k e r  M a n  i s  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  a  
f a m i l y ,  a n d  f o n d  o f  h i s  o w n  k i d d i e s  
c m  i n  L o n g  I s l a n d ,  e v e n  i f  h e  d o e s  
g o  t o  a  p r i z e  f i g h t  e v e r y  n i g h t  a n d  
t a p  i n t o  t h e  h i g h  w i c k e r  b a s k e t s  o f  a  
t h o u s a n d  g i n  m i l l s  a  f e w  d o z e n  y a r d s  
o f  p a p e r  t a p e  b e a r i n g  s u c h  r u n i c  s t u f f  
a s : “ R o u n d  f o u r .  B a t t l e r  f o r c e s  f i g h t ­
i n g .  S w e e n e y  c l i n c h e s ,  b u t  f a i l s  t o  p r o ­
t e c t ,  B a t t l e r  j a b b i n g  k i d n e y s  a t  w i l l .
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I n  b r e a k a w a y  S w e e n e y  c l o s e s  B a t t l e r ' s  
l e f t  e y e .  B a t t l e r  g r i n s  a n d  k e e p s  b o r ­
i n g .  S w e e n e y  s w i n g s  a n d  m i s s e s ,  B a t ­
t l e r  h o o k i n g  t o  p o i n t  o f  j a w .  R e f e r e e  
c o u n t i n g .  S w e e n e y  u p  a t  n i n e ,  g r o g g y .  
B a t t l e r  p u t s  o n e  o v e r  o n  s a m e  s p o t  

a n d  w a l k s  t o  c o r n e r .  R e f e r e e  i s  c o u n t  
— B a t t l e r ' s  r o u n d  a n d  b o u t . "

T o d  L u n d g r e n  h a s  b e e n  s h a r p e n i n g  
<a s o f t  p e n c i l  w h i l e  t h e  T i c k e r  M a n  is  
s e n d i n g .  T o d  i s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  h e a v y ­
w e i g h t  c l a s s .  B u t  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  
f a m i s h e d  y o u n g s t e r ' s  f a c e  a t t r a c t s  p m  
a s  t h e  B a t t l e r  a n d  h i s  e n e m y  c o m e  
o u t  o f  a  c l i n c h .  " B y  t h u n d e r ! "  s a y s  
L u n d g r e n .  " I t ’ s a  c u b  w o l f ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  
i t  i s !  I ’ l l  b e t  l i e ' s  l i g h t i n g  f o r  a  m o u t h ­
f u l  o f  r a w  m e a t .  I ’ l l  g i v e  h i m  a  b o o s t .  
M a y b e  C h a r l e y  F l u s h t o n  w i l l  t e a c h  h i m  
t o  b o x . ”

A n d  . n o w ,  l o o k  w h o ' s  h e r e !  B a t t l e r  
R i n k s ,  f e a t h e r w e i g h t .  H e ' s  o n e  o f  
C h a r l e y  F l u s h t o n ’ s r e g u l a r  ‘ ‘ s t a b l e . "  
( l e t s  e n o u g h  t o  e a t  a n d  a  c h a n c e  t o  
t r a i n  i n  c l e a n  a i r ,  e v e n  i f  F l u s h t o n  i s  
t i g h t  w i t h  t h e  s p e n d i n g  m o n e y .  A n d  
h e ’ s b e a t e n  ’ e m  a l l ,  s a v e  o n e  o r  t w o  
t h a t  m u s t  h e  p u t  a w a y  b e f o r e  t h e  c h a m ­
p i o n  w i l l  t a k e  h i m  o n .

P r e t t y  s o f t  f o r  B a t t l e r ,  e h ?  W h e n  
h i s  n o s e  i s  p u s h e d  o u t  o f  p l u m b ,  o r  
w h e n  S p i d e r  C l e a r y ,  t h e  C h e r r y  H i l l  
• s c r a p p e r - — w h o  h a s  a  K i l k e n n y  k i c k  i n  
e i t h e r  o n e  o f  t h e  s m e a r e d  m i t t s  h e  i s  
f o r e v e r  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  l a y  v i o l e n t l y  
u p o n  y o u r  m a p — s p o i l s  t w o  p e r f e c t l y  
g o o d  g o l d  f r o n t  t e e t h ,  p u t  t h e r e  t o  
t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  i n c i s o r s  g o n e  t h e  w a y  
o f  t h e  u p p e r c u t ,  i t  i s  C h a r l e y  K l u s h t o n  
w h o  s e n d s  B i l i k s  t o  t h e  d e n t i s t .  A n d  
h e  n e v e r  o n c e  b l e a t s  a b o u t  t h e  b i l l ,  a l ­
t h o u g h  t h e  B a t t l e r  w o r r i e s  f o r  a  m o n t h ,  
g e t t i n g  s o  p e e v i s h  t h a t  h e  n e a r l y  d o e s  
f o r  H e l l ' s  K i t c h e n  H a r r y ,  w h o  g o e s  o n  
a t  o n e  o f  t h e  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  " a t  h o m e s . ”

P e r h a p s  F l u s h t o n  d o e s n ' t  g i v e  B a t ­
t l e r  w h a - f o r  i n  t h e  d r e s s i n g  r o o m .  
" Y o u  l i t t l e  r u n t ! "  h e  y e l l s .  “ D ' y a  w a n t  
t o  g o  to  t h e  c h a i r ?  I f  t h e y  h a v e  t o  
w a k e  t h a t  k i d  f r o m  C o r c o r a n ’ s R o o s t

I ’ l l  t a k e  y o u  d o w n  t o  t h e  T o m b s  m y s e l f ,  
a n d  t u r n  y o u  i n  l i k e  a  d i r t y  r a i n  c h e c k .  
Y o u  f i n i s h e d  a  g o o d ,  s h o w y  b o x e r  i n  
o n e  r o u n d ,  w i t h o u t  l e t  t i l l '  h i m  s t a y  f o r  
f i v e .  D ' y a  t h i n k  w e ' r e  n a m i n '  t h i s  
c l u b  f o r  f u n ? "

W h i c h  g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e d  t h e  B a t t l e r ;  
h e  k n e w  F l u s h t o n  w o u l d  p a y  t h e  d e n ­
t i s t  a n d  n o t  s t o p  t h e  p r i c e  o u t  o f  h i s  
" s t a b l e "  e n v e l o p e .

T h e  B a t t l e r  w a s  j u s t  t u r n e d  t w e n t y -  
o n e  w h e n  h e  g o t  m a r r i e d .  M r s .  B a t ­
t l e r  w a s  i n  t h e  a t h l e t i c  l i n e  h e r s e l f  
M a y m i e  M u g g i n s  h a d  b e e n  t h e  b e s t  
k i c k i n g  m e m b e r  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  p o n y  
b a l l e t  s a n d w i c h e d  i n t o  m o s t  o f  t h e  
C a m m e r s t e i n  p r o d u c t i o n s .  M a y m i e  
M u g g i n s '  t o e  a n d  h e e l  s h o w e d  f i r s t  f r o m  
t h e  l e f t  w h e n  t h e  p o n i e s  t o o k  t h e i r  
r a d i u m  d a n c e  c u r t a i n  c a l l s .

I t  w a s  a  v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g  t o e  a n d  h e e l .  
M a y m i e  w a s  n o  s l o u c h  o n  d a n c i n g ,  o r  
l o o k s ,  e i t h e r — e v e n  i f  H e r  h a i r  w a s  
h y b r i d ,  a n d  t h e  “ h "  p a g e  h a d  b e e n  t o r n  
o u t  o f  h e r  d i c t i o n a r y  a n d  p a s t e d  i n  
w r o n g .  S h e  w a s  f o n d  o f  t h e  B a t t l e r ,  
h u t  n o t  q u i t e  f o n d  e n o u g h  t o  c h u c k  t h e  
o t h e r  f i v e  s t a g e  S h e t l a n d s  f o r  a  g a s  
s t o v e  a n d  a  d u m b - w a i t e r  t h a t  t h e  f a m ­
i l y  u n d e r n e a t h  w o n ’ t  h e l p  k e e p  c l e a n .  
W h i c h  s h e  t o l d  t o  t h e  f e a t h e r w e i g h t  
w h o  h a d  h o p e s  o f  b e i n g  a  c h a m p i o n ,  
h u t  B i n k s  o n l y  s h o w e d  h i s  n e w  g i l t  
i n c i s o r s  a n d  m u t t e r e d :  " W e l l ,  I ’ l l  j u s t  
s t i c k  a r o u n d ,  M a y m e .  Y o u  m i g h t  
c h a n g e  y o u r  m i n d . "

A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  s h e  r e a l l y  n e v e r  
d i d  c h a n g e  i t ; i t  w a s  c h a n g e d  f o r  h e r ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  B a t t l e r  d i d n ' t  a n d  d o e s n ’ t  
u n d e r s t a n d .  M e n  n e v e r  d o .  O n e  n i g h t ,  
t h e  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t e e n t h  o f  " T h e  
L i t t l e  J a d e  j o s s , "  s o m e  c a r e l e s s  s t a g e  
h a n d  l e f t  a  p a i n t  p o t  p r o t r u d i n g  f r o m  
a  b i t  o f  ,s c e n e r y .

R e m e m b e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s ?  M a z i e  
B r e e z e ,  t h e  m e d i c a l  m i s s i o n a r y  h e r o i n e  
i n  S h e n s i ,  h a s  b e e n  s i n g i n g  " I  W a n t  
t o  b e  A l i c e  i n  W o n d e r l a n d , "  a n d  t h e  
c h o r u s  o f  R e d  a n d  W h i t e  Q u e e n s ,  a n d  
W h i t e  R a b b i t s ,  a n d  F r o g  F o o t m e n  is
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s w a y i n g  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  T h e n  i n  
c o m e  t h e  p o n i e s ,  s i x  L e w i s  C a r r o l l  
A l i c e s ,  j u s t  a s  S i r  J o h n  T e n n i e l  d r e w  
t h e m  i n  t h e  b o o k — A l i c e  b e f o r e  s h e  h a s  
e a t e n  t h e  m a g i c  c a k e s  t h a t  m a k e  h e r  
o p e n  a n d  s h u t  l i k e  a n  a c c o r d i o n .  S o m e  
s o n g  a n d  s o m e  s t a g e  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  w a s ! 
I t  m a d e  b r e d  G a y b u r n ,  a t  R .  U .  E . ,  
r u b  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  g r i n  a s  c h e e r f u l l y  
t h e  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t e e n t h  t i m e  
a s  i t  d i d  w h e n  h e  f i r s t  g o t  i t  w o r k i n g  
w i t h o u t  a  h i t c h .

M a y m i c  M u g g i n s ,  s a c h e m  o f  t h e  
p o n i e s ,  c a u g h t  t h e  ( i a y b u r n  g r i n  a s  
u s u a l  w h i l e  s h e  p o k e d  t o e  a n d  h e e l  t o ­
w a r d  t h e  z e n i t h  a n d  b e g a n  i n c h i n g  o u t  
t o  t h e  a p r o n ,  l i v e  o t h e r  z e n i t h - i n d i c a t ­
i n g  f e e t  c h a p e r o n i n g  h e r .  T h e  p a i n t  
p o t  d i d  t h e  r e s t .  M a y m i e  w e n t  d o w n  
w i t h  a n  i n v o l u n t a r y  s p l i t  t h a t  e n g u l f e d  
h e r  l i v e  s a t e l l i t e "  c o m p l e t e l y .  W h e n  
t h e y  p i c k e d  h e r  u p .  h e r  d a n c i n g  s k i r t  
w a s  a  s i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  a m b u l a n c e  d o c t o r  
w h o  l i n g e r e d  h e r  a n k l e  h i n t e d  t h a t  i t  
W a s  d o l l a r s  t o  a n  e m p t y  c o l d - c r e a m  p o t  
s h e  w o u l d  n e v e r  d a n c e  a g a i n .

O n e  w e e k  l a t e r  s h e  s a i d  t o  t h e  B a t ­
t l e r ,  w h o  c a m e ,  b r i n g i n g  r i n g s i d e  g o s ­
s i p  a n d  a  s p o r t i n g  e x t r a :  " B l e s s  y o u r  
’ c a r t .  B a t t l e r ,  y o u ' r e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f f ,  a l l  
r i g h t .  W h o ' s  g o t  m y  p l i c c ? ”

" T r i x , ’ ’ a n s w e r e d  I l i n k s .  " B u t  s h e  
a i n ’ t  M a y m i e  M b  F r e d  G a v b i t r n  s a y s  
s o b ’

‘ ‘ N o ,  T r i x  h a s n ' t  t h e  t o e  V e s t  r i g h t ;  
t h a t  s h e  h a s n ' t , ’ ’ a g r e e d  t h e  d a m a g e d  
d a n c e r .

“  h S t w r e l h ,  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  w y t i n ’ , ”  
m u s e d  M a y m i e ,  w i t h  a  c o l o r  i n  h e r  
c h e e k  t h a t  w a s n ’ t  t h e  C a s i n o  b r a n d .  
I l i n k s  w a s  t o o  g o o d  a  r i n g  g e n e r a l  n o t  
t o  k n o w  w h e n  h e  h a d  h i s  o p p o n e n t  
w e a k e n i n g .  N o w  w a s  t h e  t i m e  f o r  h i s  
r i g h t  c r o s s .

“ T h e y ' v e  m a t c h e d  m e  w i t h  B u l l  G a l ­
l a g h e r  w e e k  a f t e r  n e x t .  A n ’  i f  I  l i c k  
h i m — a n ’  I ’ l l  t r i m  h i m ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  a l l  
r i g h t — F l u s h t o n  w i l l  l e t  m e  c h a l l e n g e  
A b e . ”

T h e  p r o s t r a t e  p o n y  p u l l e d  a t  t h e  y e l ­

l o w - a t t d  b l u e  a f g b a n  t h a t  d r a p e d  t h e  
b o a r d i n g - h o u s e  s o f a .  “ A  c h a m p , ”  s h e  
m u r m u r e d .

" I ’ l l  b e  t h e  c h a m p . ”
T h a t  w a s  a l l .  B a t t l e r  h a d  c r o s s e d  

w i t h  h i s  r i g h t .  H e ’ d  n e v e r  p l a n t e d  a  
b l o w  m o r e  c l e a n l y .  I f  C h a r l e y  F l u s h -  
t o n  a n d  h i s  h a n d l e r s  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  t o  
s e e ,  t h e y ’ d  h a v e  g r i n n e d  t o  n o t e  h o w  
t h e i r  p u p i l  u s e d  t h e  t r i c k  t h e y ’ d  t a u g h t  
h i m ;  t h a t  t h e y ’ d  b e e n  d r i l l i n g  i n t o  h i m  
a g a i n s t  t h e  d a y  h e ' d  s m e a r  A b e ,  t h e  
t i t l e  h o l d e r ,  a n d  s m e a r  h i m  g o o d .

" N i n e ,  t e n ,  a m i  o u t , ”  B i n k s  m u m b l e d  
a s  M a y m i e  a n d  h e  a n d  t h e  y e l l o w - a n d -  
b l u e  a f g b a n  c l i n c h e d ,  w i t h  n o  r e f e r e e  
t o  b r e a k  t h e m .

B u l l  G a l l a g h e r  r o s i n e d  h i s  s h o e s  o n  
t h e  m a t  o f  t h e  C o r b e t t ,  J u n i o r ,  A .  C . ,  
a n d  b u t t e d  i n  t h e  s t y l e  t h a t  h a d  e a r n e d  
h i m  a  s t o c k y a r d s  l a b e l .  C h a r l e y  F l u s h -  
t o n  a n d  h i s  f i s t  f a c u l t y  s h r i e k e d  d i r e c ­
t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  B a t t l e r ’ s c o r n e r  s o  i m -  
p a s s i o n e d l y  t h a t  a  r a s p e d  r e f e r e e  c a l l e d  
a l l  t h e  g o d s  t o  w i t n e s s  h e  w o u l d  w r i n g  
t h e i r  r o u g h - h o u s e  n e c k s  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  
q u i t .

" T h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  g o n e  w r o n g  w i t h  
t h e  B a t t l e r , "  s a i d  t h e  T i c k e r  M a n ,  a t  
h i s  e v e r l a s t i n g  k e y  t a p p i n g ,  t o  L u f t d -  
g r e n .

" Y o u ’ r e  r i g h t , ”  s a i d  T o d .  ‘ ‘ T h e  k i d ’ s 
b o x i n g ;  h e ’ s s h o w i n g  m o r e  t h a n  h e ’ s 
e v e r  h a d .  B u t  w h e r e ’ s t h e  p u n c h ?  
T h a t  i s n ’ t  t h e  w a y  t o  c o m e  t h r o u g h  t o  
c h a l l e n g e  A b e . ”

T h e r e  w e r e  t e n  r o u n d s  i n  t h i s  g o ,  
t h e  f i n a l .  B y  t h e  f i f t h ,  B i n k s  w a s  
b a r e l y  a b l e  t o  w a l k  t o  h i s  c h a i r .  F l u s h -  
t o n  h i m s e l f  h a n d l e d  t h e  a m m o n i a  b o t ­
t l e ,  a n d  t h e  s t r e n u o u s  f l a p p i n g  o f  h i s  
f a c u l t y ' s  t o w e l s  s w e p t  r o s i n  d u s t  i n  
a n  e y e - s m a r t i n g  m i s t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
b o x e s .  T h e  T i c k e r  M a n  a n d  T o d  
L u n d g r e n  h a d  t o  l e a n  a g a i n s t  t h e  d o l l a r  
b a r r i e r  u n t i l  t h e  h e l l  r a n g .

“ I ’ l l  t u r n  y o u  l o o s e ! ”  s n o r t e d  F l u s h -  
t o n  i n t o  t h e  e a r  o f  t h e  b o y  w i t h  b u l g ­
i n g  e y e s  a n d  a  d r u m m i n g  i n  t h e  b r a i n .
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‘ ' W h c r e ’ j a  g i t  y o u r  . s t r e a m  o f  y e l l o w ?  
Y o u  r o t t e n  l i t t l e  f o u r - f l u s h e r ,  d o n c h a  
k n o w  y o u r  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  t h e  t i t l e ’ s 
w r a p p e d  u p  i n  t h i s ? "

H a u l e r  I ’. i n k s  d i d n ’ t  n e e d  C h a r l e y  
F l u s h t p n ' s  a l c o h o l i c  w h e e z e  a s  a  r e ­

m i n d e r .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  q u e e r  
t h a t  r a n  u p  a n d  d o w n  h i s  l e g s  a n d  
t h r o u g h  t l i e  b a c k  o f  h i s  h e a d ,  j u m b l i n g  
t o g e t h e r  a  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  l o w  f o r e h e a d  
o f  B u l l  G a l l a g h e r ,  p u f f i n g  b u t  h a p p y  i n  
t h e  o t h e r  c o r n e r ,  a n d  t h e  f a c e  o f  
M a y m i e  M u g g i n s  f r a m e d  i n  a  h a l o  o f  
s h i n e r  “ t a r a r a s . "  I t  w a s n ' t  a n y  s t r e a k  
o f  y e l l o w .  A n d  i t  w a s n ' t  d o p e .  H e ' d  
t a s t e d  c h l o r a l  o n c e .  N e v e r  m i n d .  H e ’ d  
p u t  t h a t  r i g h t  a c r o s s ,  a n d  t h e n — p e r ­
h a p s -----------

“ T h a t ’ s b e t t e r , ”  r e m a r k e d  t h e  T i c k e r  
M a n ,  a t  t h e  e n d i n g  o f  t h e  s e v e n t h .  
" M a y b e  t h e  B a t t l e r ' s  b e e n  b r e a k i n g  
t r a i n i n g .  B u t  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  c l o s e  
c a l l . "

I t  w a s .  B u l l  G a l l a g h e r  r o u g h e d  h i s  
m a n  u n m e r c i f u l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  f l a n n e l -  
w r a p p e d  r o p e s  i n  t h e  n i n t h .  H e  b e g a n  
i t  a g a i n  i n  t h e  t e n t h .  H e  e v e n  l e e r e d  
o n c e  i n  a  c l i n c h ,  d o w n  a t  w h e r e  T o d  
L u m l g r e n  s a t  w i t h  a s t o n i s h e d  g a z e  a n d  
i d l e  p e n c i l .  B u l l  k n e w  w h a t  a  T o d  
L u n d g r e n  p i c t u r e  s t o r y  i n  t o - m o r r o w ’ s 
JLi'cu'uhj G l o a t  w o u l d  d o .  H e  h a d  
h a r d l y  b r o k e n  w h e n  t h e  B a t t l e r  l u n g e d .  
A s  h e  d r o v e  a  w i c k e d  l e f t  t o w a r d  t h e  
c h i n  o f  t h e  B u l l ,  h e  k n e w  t h a t  i f  i t  
f a i l e d  t h e r e  w o u l d n ' t  h e  a  s t r a w ' s  
s t r e n g t h  t o  k e e p  h i n t  o n  h i s  f e e t  a g a i n s t  
a  . l a p  w i t h  t h e  b a c k  o f  a  g l o v e .  H e  
f e l t  h i s  l i s t  l a n d ,  a n d  i t  d i d  n o t  s l i p ;  
i t  s t u c k ,  s u r e  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  p u n c h  h a d  
b e e n  b e h i n d  i t .

A l m o s t  i n c r e d u l o u s l y  h e  w a t c h e d  t h e  

B u l l ’ s b r o w s  q u i v e r  a n d  m e e t ,  t h e  s k i n  
a l o n g  t h e  n o s e  w r i n k l i n g  w i t h  t h a t  
p u z z l e d  e x p r e s s i o n  p r i z e  f i g h t e r s  w e a r  
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  k n o c k e d  o u t .  
A n d  w e a k l v ,  n o t  s t o p p i n g  t o  l o o k  
f u r t h e r ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  l e a s t  f e a r  t h a t  B u l l  
G a l l a g h e r ’ s h a i r y  a r m s  w o u l d  b e  s w i n g ­
i n g  a t  h i m  f r o m  b e h i n d ,  B a t t l e r  B i n k s ,

c h a l l e n g e r ,  t o t t e r e d  t o  w h e r e  C h a r l e y  
F l u s h t o n  a n d  t h e  t o w e l - a n d - b o t t l e  f a c ­
u l t y  w e r e  y e l l i n g  t h e i r  h e a d s  o f f .

" A n d  b y  t h e  L o r d  H a r r y ! "  e x c l a i m e d  
T o d  L u n d g r e n  t o  t h e  T i c k e r  M a n —  
w h o  h a d  j u s t  t a p p e d  i n t o  t h e  h i g h - b a l l  
h a u n t s .  " B a t t l e r  w i n s .  F l u s h t o n  w i l l  
c h a l l e n g e  A b e — t h a t  w a s  s o m e  l i g h t .  
B u t ,  t a k e  i t  f r o m  m e ,  h e ’ l l  n e v e r  b e  
c h a m p i o n . ’ ’

T h e  T i c k e r  M a n  w a s  w r a p p i n g  u p  
h i s  s e n d e r  i n  n e w s p a p e r ,  h u r r y i n g  t o  
g e t  t h e  m i d n i g h t  t r a i n  t o  L o n g  I s l a n d  
a n d  t h e  k i d d i e s .  ‘ ' W h a t  d i d  I  t e l l  y o u  
t h a t  f i r s t  n i g h t ? "  h e  s a i d .  " H i s  c a r ­
b o n s  a r e  b u r n e d  o u t .  T h a t  w a s  a  l a s t  
f l i c k e r . ’ ’

A  w e e k  a f t e r w a r d ,  B a t t l e r  B i n k s  a n d  
M a y m i e  M u g g i n s  w e r e  m a r r i e d .  M a v -  
m i e  l i m p e d  t o  t h e  a l d e r m a n  w h o  t i e d  
t h e  k n o t .

" Y o u ' r e  m a r r y i n g  a  c h a m p ,  M r s .  
B i n k s , "  s a i d  t h e  T a m m a n y  d i s t r i c t  
l e a d e r ,  w h o  c a m e  t o  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  o n c e  
a  w e e k  t o  s e e  t h a t  h i s  n e w s - s t a n d  p r i v i ­
l e g e s  w e r e  f a r m e d  o u t  p r o p e r l y .  F i e  
k n e w  t h e  B a t t l e r .  N o w  a n d  t h e n  h e  
h a d  a c q u i r e d  a  b u n d l e  w h e n  B i n k s  w a s  
c l e a n i n g  t h e m  l i p  i n  f i v e  r o u n d s ; h e  
s t a k e d  t h e m  t o  t h e  c e r e m o n y ,  d e a d ­
h e a d .

" G o  o n .  B a t t l e r !  Q u i t  y o u r  k i d ­
d i n g ! "  h e  c h i d e d ,  w h e n  B i n k s  p u l l e d  o u t  
h i s  r o l l .  " J u s t  p u t  m e  w i s e  t h e  d a y  
y o u  m e e t  A b e .  I ' l l  w a n t  t o  k n o w  i f  
y o u ’ r e  f i t .  M y  m o n e y ’ l l  b e  o n  y o u . "

T h e  B a t t l e r  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d ,  a n d  l e d  
M r s .  B a t t l e r  a w a y  f r o m  t h e r e .  H e  
d i d n ’ t  t e l l  t h e  a l d e r m a n  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  
n e v e r  l i c k  A b e ;  h e  h a d n ' t  e v e n  l e t  
M a y m i e  k n o w  h e ’ d  h a d  t r o u b l e  p u t t i n g  
t h e  B u l l  o u t .  M a r r y i n g  M a y m i e ,  w h e n  
h e  k n e w  h e  c o u l d  n e v e r  h e  c h a m p i o n ,  
w a s  t h e  o n l y  m e a n  t h i n g  B a t t l e r  h a d  
e v e r  d o n e .

N o w ,  t h e  d o c t o r  e n d  o f  p r i z e  l i g h t ­
i n g  i s  m o s t l y  b l u f f .  B u t  t h e r e  h a s  t o  
h e  s o m e  o n e  w i t h  a n  M .  D .  t o  l o o k  o v e r  
b r u i s e r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  g o  i n  t h e  r i n g ;



104 THE VOVULA^R MAGAZINE

o t h e r w i s e  fu s s y  u p l i f t  f o l k s  are a lw a y s  
h u t t i n g  in to  t h in g s . D o c  S p a r k s  w as 
a fight f a n  h i m s e lf .

“ L o o k - a - h e r e ,  C h a r l e y , "  he said to 
F l u s h t o n  one d a y ,  a f t e r  the challenge 
to  A b i e  ha d been sent a n d  accepted, 
an d the J tattler ha d be g u n  t r a i n in g .  
" W h a t ' s  the m a t t e r  w i t h  the f e a t h e r  
b o y ?  l i e ' s  g o i n g  b a c k . "

“ I  begin  to  t h i n k  he's y e l l o w . "  
g r o w l e d  F l u s h t o n ,  w h o  h a d  been seeing,  
m o r e  p l a i n l y  tha n  the d o c t o r ,  tha t the 
B a t t l e r  w as o n ly  a s h a d o w  b o x e r  n o w .

“ Y e l l o w ,  n o t h i n g , "  said S p a r k s .  " I ' l l  
lo o k  h i m  o v e r  a f t e r  lie's been ru bbe d 
d o w n .  A n  u n d e r s iz e d  k id  a in 't  m a d e  
o f  B e sse m e r steel. Y o u ’ ve g a ite d  h i m  
t o o  fa st. T h e  B a tt l e r 's  w o r k e d  o u t .  
Y o u ' d  b e lte r  p o stp o n e  tha t A b i e  fi g h t ."

A n d  w h e n  i lin ks came o u t  ol the 
s h o w e r ,  the re  w a s  old  D o c  S p a r k s ,  
stethoscope a n d  all.

“ C h a s e  y e r s e l f ! "  snarled the B a t t l e r ,  
w h o  felt m o r e  j a d e d  th a n  u su a l.

“ C u i n g  to lo o k  y o u  o v e r ,  B a t , "  said 
Sparks, w i t h  a g r i n .  " Y o u ' r e  s t a l e ;  
th a t's  w h a t . "  l ie bent d o w n  w i t h  his 
i n s t r u m e n t .  T h e n  lie s u m m o n e d  C h a r ­
ley F l u s h t o n  to com e an d listen, to o . 
T h e  " s t a b le "  o w n e r  raised his head w i t h  
a p u z z l e d  lo o k . " W h a t ' s  w r o n g  w it h  
h i m , ,  d o c ? "  he a ske d.

" H e a r t  m u r m u r ,  a n d  a ba d o n e . "  said 
S p a r k s .

" H e a r t  m u rm u r?  I t ’ s a th u n d er ­
s t o r m !"  sn o rte d  F l u s h t o n .  " l i e ' s  f o u n ­
d e r e d ,  th e n — f o r  k e e p s ? "

“ H e ’ll n e v e r  fight a g a i n ,"  w a s  old 
D o c  S p a r k s '  verdict:. B u t  he slapped 
B a tt le r  o n  the s h o u ld e r  k i n d l y .  " Y o u ' v e  
lost y o u r  chance, k i d .  T h a t ’ s w h v  he 
w e n t  on the f r i t z  w h e n  he f o u g h t  the 
B u l l ,  C h a r l e y .  H e  licke d B u ll  C a l l a -  
g h e r  o n  n e r v e .  H e  m i g h t  h a v e  d r o p p e d  
la n d i n g  th a t k n o c k - o u t  p u n c h .  B a t t l e r ,  
y o u ’v e  been a g a m e  c h ic k e n . I ’ m  
m i g h t y  s o r r y . "

T h e  f e a t h e r w e i g h t  w h o  h a d  j u s t  c h a l­
lenged a c h a m p i o n  ro c k e d  inside , as he

h a d  ro cke d  the n ig h t  B u l l  h a d  h i m  g o ­
i n g . H e  eyed D o c  S p a r k s  b a l e f u l l y .

" A r e  y o u  s t a l l in '? "  he a s k e d ,  " ' f r y i n ’ 
to  t h r o w  the m a t c h  ?"

" I  c o u ld n 't  pass y o u  i n ,  b o y — h o n ­
e s t ,"  said the doc. " E v e r y  de a d m a n  
pushes the g a m e  b a c k  a n o t h e r  n o t c h . 
A n y w a y .  A b e  w o u l d  lick y o u .  H e ' d  
find o u t  y o u  w e r e  m a d e  o f  glass, a n d  
b r e a k  y o u  to  pieces a b it  at a t im e . 
A b i e  likes to d o  th in g s like t h a t . ”

C h a r l e y  F l u s h t o n  ba tte d  p u f f y  lids 
at D o c  S p a r k s ,  t w i d d l i n g  th e  ste th o ­
scope. an d the B a t t l e r ,  w h o  h a d  j u s t  
been ru b b e d  o f f  the s lu g g in g  slate. 
F l u s h t o n  sa w  o n l y  the t h o u s a n d  he h a d  
p o s te d  to b in d  a c h a m p i o n s h ip  m a t c h ; 
sa w  it b u y i n g  w in e  f o r  th a t A b i e  c r o w d .  
T h e y  w o u l d n ' t  h o ld  h i m  to th a t f o r ­
fe i t .  O h ,  n o !  A n d  the n  the p a n n i n g  
h e 'd  get in the p a p e r s ;  t h e y 'd  say h e ’ d 
been b o o s t i n g  the fight on h o t  a ir  to  
help the h a n d b o o k  m e n . S o m e  c u rs o r,  
C h a r l e y  w a s ,  w h e n  his flues w e r e  
w a r m e d  u p .  P l a i n  a n d  f a n c y  B i l l i n g s ­
gate w a s his specialty.

" B e a t  it,  y o u  m u t t ! "  he yelled a f t e r  
his first spasn: w a s  o v e r .  " W h y  'n 
’ell d i d n e h a  t r a i n ?  I ' d  o u g h t a  killed 
t h a t  w e d d i n ’ -bell  f r a m e - u p  w h e n  I  seen 
it c o r n in ’ . Y o u ' v e  been F l o w i n '  y o u r  
s kirt  to b u bb le  w a t e r  an d b ro ile d  liv e ,  
an d w a t c h i n '  the sun rise f r o m  t a x i  
w i n d o w s .  Y o u ’v e  c h u c k e d  a c h a m -  
pe e n sh ip  f o r  a f e w  cases o f  f i z z ,  a in c h a ?  
B e a t  it w h ile  the g o in 's  g o o d !"

O l d  D o c  S p a r k s  h a d n 't  t im e  to  in ­
t e r f e r e  b e fo r e  the B a t t l e r ’ s l e f t  c o u n ­
te red n e a tly  o n  the F l u s h t o n  m a x i l l a r y .

" X i x  o n  l u g g in g  in the s k i r t , "  he 
g r o w l e d  at his p r o s t r a t e  o w n e r .  " T  g o t 
one m o r e  o f  t h e m  pu nches l e f t ,  t o o ,  i f  
a n y  on e  needs it. S ' l o n g ,  d o c !"

M a n u k -  d i d n ' t  get wise in tim e  to  
save m u c h  o f  the B a t t l e r ' s  ro ll— F l u s h -  
tun h a d  been a t i g h t w a d ,  even w i t h  the 
b o y  w h o  w a s  g o i n g  a f t e r  a title. I n  
s i x  m o n t h s  the p o n y  w h o  h a d  k i c k e d  
T r i x  a n d  T r i x ' s  five sister S h e t la n d s  
o n t o  a r o w  o f  electric letters in f r o n t
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o f  C a m m e r s t e i n 's ,  co u ld h a v e  f o u n d  the 
w a y ,  b l i n d f o l d e d ,  to F i n k e l ' s  “ P r i v a t e  
L o a n  E n t r a n c e  f o r  L a d l e s , "  j u s t  a r o u n d  
th e  c o r n e r ,  o n  T h i r d  A v e n u e .

T o d  L u n d g r e n  h a d  been o n  a l o n g  
v a c a t io n ,  in a n e w  s i x t y - h o r s e - p o w e r  
ca r. H e  ca m e  ba ck to  a h e a v y w e i g h t  
b o u t ,  a n d  f o u n d  at his e lb o w  the T i c k e r  
M a n ,  a bit b r o w n e d ,  t o o . T h e  T i c k e r  
M a n  h a d n ’t been m o t o r i n g ;  n o t he, on 
t w e n t y - f i v e  a w e e k ;  he h a d  p u t  in seven 
da ys w i t h  the kid d ie s  at R o c k a w a y  
L e a c h ;  he felt line, a n d w a s  s e n d i n g :  
“ C h i e f  D e v c r y  a n d  E i r e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
J o b s o n  are in a b o x  w i t h  S e n a t o r  J a w -  
Icy. T o m  S h a r k e y  w ill  he in M o r r i s '  
c o r n e r.  T h e r e  is ten t h o u s a n d  dollars 
in the h o u s e ."

I n  a m o m e n t ,  t h o u g h ,  he s w a p p e d  
“ H ' w - a r e - y o u s . "  " H e a r d  a b o u t the 
L a t l l e r  ?" he asked.

“ N o , "  said L u n d g r e n .  “ is F l u s h -  
to n  g o i n g  to m a t c h  h i m  a g a i n : "

" D o w n  a n d  o u t ,  a n d  c r o o k i n g  his 
e lb o w  b e sid e s,"  e x p l a i n e d  the T i c k e r  
M att,

" P o o r  k i l l ! "  said T o d .  “ T h a t  w h i t e  
h o p e ’s h o g  f a t ,  H i l l .  H e  w o n ’ t last 
s i x  r o u n d s .  I t 's  s t r o n g a r m i n g  the 
c r o w d  to tak e  t h e ir  m o n e y  f o r  this. 
H u h !  S o  the H a u l e r ’ s d o w n  a n d  o u t ?  
W e l l ,  the b o o z e  gets the best o f  t h e m . 
1 m a d e  tha t k id  with, a ten cent lead 
pencil.  1 guess I  o w e  h i m  a j o b . "

L u n d g r e n  w as as g o o d  as his w o r d .  
L i n k s  isn ’ t be h in d  w i t h  the re n t these 
d a y s ,  a n d  M a y m i e  has lost the trail 
to F i n k e l 's  p a w n  p a r l o r .  T h e  B a t t l e r  
is baseball-bulletin b o a r d  m a n  o f  the 
liv cu iiifi G loa t.  H e  d o e s n ’t p l a v  to the 
g a lle r y  lie., used to p la y  to ,  u n d e r  the 
b u n c h lig h l  at the C o r b e t t ,  J u n i o r ,  A .  C .  
E v e n  C h a r l e y  F 'l u s h to n  w o u l d n ' t  rec­
o g n i z e  h i m ,  u p o n  his s c a n tlin g r u n w a y ,  
w r i t i n g  the i n n i n g s ’ s t o r y .

L i t t l e  b y  little the M e s s a g e - t o - G a r c i a  
t h i n g  w o v e  itself t h r o u g h  B a t t l e r ’ s b e ­
in g . H e  g o t t o  k n o w  t h a t  he held this 
j o s t l in g  t h r o n g  in the h o l l o w  o f  his

c h a lk - s m e a r e d  p a w ,  j u s t  as he ha d 
k n o w n  he co u ld m a k e  the d o l la r  seats 
g o  c r a z y  b y  p i c k i n g  o u t  a difficult  o p e n ­
i n g  in the g u a r d  o f  the b o y  fig h t in g  
h i m ,  a n d  s h o v i n g  his g l o v e  h o m e .  H e  
h a d  t r a d e d  fight f e v e r  f o r  the baseball 
g e r m . H e  w a s  p l a y i n g  the g a m e  all 
b y  h i m s e l f ,  e v e r y  d a y . w i t h  his o w n  
a u d ie n c e — j u s t  as f r a n t i c  an aud ie n ce  
as y o u ' d  find o n  the bleachers. O n c e  
in a w h i l e ,  w h e n  he h a d  an a f t e r n o o n  
o f f ,  T o d  L u n d g r e n  w o u l d  g i v e  h i m  a 
pass, a n d  h e ’ d w a t c h  the nines p e r f o r m  
o n  the d i a m o n d .  H u t  it seemed du ll  
b y  c o m p a r i s o n ,  th e re  in the sun field, 
w i t h  p e a n u t  a n d  ice -crea m  cone v e n d ­
ers in y o u r  w a y .  H e  m issed the pleas­
an t s h i v e r  tha t w e n t w i t h  r e a d in g  tissue 
slips,  the m a k i n g  his a u d ie n c e  cheer o r 
hiss as he chose.

G a z e ,  t h e n ,  on e  s n a p p y  O c t o b e r  
d a y ,  u p o n  the B a tt l e r ; ;  m a i m e d  d e r b y  
scre e n in g b o t h  ears,  a m o r e  t h a n  u s u ­
a lly  I - h a t e - t o - d o - t h i s - b u t - t h e y - p a y - m e -  
f o r - i t  e x p r e s s io n  on his c h a lk y  fe a t u r e s ,  
bu t h o t t u m u l t  w i t h i n  his b o s o m . " I f  
old D o c  S p a r k s  c la m p e d  th a t s t e t h y -  
scope on m e  n o w  h e ’d bu st an e a r ­
d r u m , "  w a s his reflection as he eyed 
the s w a r m  b e l o w ,  a s w a r m  tha t five 
t r a t h c - s q u a d  m e n  w e r e  t r y i n g  to h e rd  
ba ck f r o m  the B r o a d w a y  ca rs. T h i s  
w a s  a d a y  o f  d a y s ,  f o r  the C u b s  a n d  
G i a n t s  w e r e  p l a y i n g  a g a m e  tha t w o u l d  
decide the c h a m p i o n s h i p ;  w o u l d  g i v e  
the w i n n e r  a r ig h t  to  face those R e d  
S o x ,  w h o  h a d  co p p e d  in the o t h e r  
league.

B i n k s  k n e w  the c r o w d , w a s  discu ssin g 
his old d e r b y ,  his c a u li f lo w e r  ears,  the 
b o r e d  w a y  he t o o k  the tissue f r o m  th a t 
r e d - h e a d e d  K e n n e d y  k i d ,  w h o  s h o v e d  
the slips th ro ug h , a ho le in the w i n d o w .  
I t  w a s  c h i l l y ;  he b u t t o n e d  his sh in y 
ja c k e t  t ig h t  a n d  t u r n e d  u p  the colla r. 
B u t  h e ’ d be w a r m  e n o u g h  w h e n  the 
first b a t t e r  to e d  the p late . H e ’ d be 
p l a y i n g  this g a m e  as w e ll  as the R u b e  
a n d  L a r r y  a n d  the rest o f  t h e m .

I t  w a s  the B a t t l e r  w h o .  w o u l d  b r i n g
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the message the c r o w d  w a i t e d  f o r .  H e ' d  
g o  h o m e  w i t h  t h e ir  yells s t in g in g  his 
cheeks. T h e  G i a n t s  w o u l d  be he roes 
t o - m o r r o w .  Y e s ,  t o - m o r r o w .  H u t  n o w ,  
ju s t  n o w .  the sp o tlig h t w a s  o n  h i m —  
11. I lin ks. H e ' d  h a v e  a s t o r y  to tell 
M a r i n e  th a t n i g h t ;  M a y m e .  w h o  w o u l d  
lie w a i t i n g  w i t h  the stew  on the ba ck 
o f  the s to ve , a n d  a little b la n k e t she 
w as m a k i n g  w i t h  w o o d e n  needles. I t  
w a s to h a ve  a blue edge, th a t blank®'!. 
J H u e  m ean s a b o y .  T h e  B a t t l e r  h a d  
le a rn e d his first b it  ox n u r s e r y  lo re  
last e v e n i n g . T h e v  h a d n 't  used b lu e - 
b o r d e r e d  k n i t te d  b la n k e ts o n  R a n d a l l  s 
I s l a n d ,  y o u  se e ; he w as t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  
it w h e n  the re d -h e a d e d  K e n n e d y  k id  
passed o u t  the lirst i n n i n g .

" X o t h i n g - n o t h i n g . ”  O f  co u rse . T h e  
p e n n a n t  goes w i t h  t o - d a y .  T h e  te am s 
w o n 't  he p u t t i n g  o v e r  a n v t h i n g  in the 
t a k in g  chances lin e — n o t in the first,  
a n y w a y .

T h i r t y - t h i r d  degree fa n s o r  o n l y  as 
f a r  a lo n g  as the Baseball 111 11$ L o d g e ,  
v o u  can w r it e  the s t o r y  o f  tha t g a m e  
as w ell  a.s I . Y o u  k n o w  h o w  the C u b s  
Hosed ahead in tire t h i r d ,  b y  p u l li n g  
so me o f  that T i n k e r - t o - K v e r s - t o - C h a n c e  
stud"; then h o w  M a t t y  w o r k e d  the H i d e ­
a w a y ,  w i t h  even J o e  T i n k e r  fa llin g  f o r  
it ,  u n til  the}- w e re  all squ a re  in the 
n i n t h ,  a n d  bo th g o i n g  s t r o n g ,  i f  y o u  
get the old t h r ill  h e a r i n g  a b o u t it n o w ,  
h o w  d o  v o u  suppose the R a t t le r  i c i t ,  
in;  there o n  his g re e n  w o o d e n  p e r c h ,  
r e g a r d in g  the h o w l i n g  j a m  be neath w i t h  
ineffable  sco rn , w h e n  it s h o w e d  signs 
o f  I* .sin g h e a rt .

In  th e  c l a m o r  a n d  f a d i n g  light he 
L e nt o v e r  and s h o u t e d :  ‘ ■Root, y o u  e o ld - 
f n o t e d  m u t t s !  R o o t !  f u l l  f o r  ’ e m , 
can't  v o u ? "

L l e v c n — t w e l v e  i n n i n g s . X o w  i n t o  
the th ir t e e n t h . R a t t le r  k n e w  it w o u l d  
bo the last. T h e  street la m p s  w e r e  be­
g i n n i n g  to g l i m m e r ;  a f e w  o f  the h o w l ­
ing t h o u s a n d  w e r e  h u r r y i n g  t o  sub* 
w a y  an d 1 .. T h e n  the K e n n e d y  k i d 's  
h a u l  shot o u t  w i t h  pen cile d s l i p ;  R a t ­

t le r  held it t o w a r d  the p i n k - s t r e a k e d  
s k y  to re a d . W i t h i n ,  the t i c k i n g  o f  the 
t e le g r a p h  h a d  ceased.

R i n k s  r e a d  the tissue o n c e ; r e a d  it 
t w ic e .  H e  saw :

E n d  o f  thirteenth. Cubs, | ; Giants, 0.
I t  came to  h i m  s u d d e n l y .  H e  w as 

the b r i n g e r  o f  a message. B y  a scratch 
o f  his hit o f  b r o k e n  c h a lk  he co u ld 
s ta rt  a che e r th a t w o u l d  ra ttle  the gilt  
scales in b a t t e r e d  M i s s  Ju s t ic e 's  g r a s p  
o n  C i t y  H a l l  d o m e ;  o r  he co u ld co n ­
j u r e  u p  a g r o a n  th a t w o u l d  send a 
r e g im e n t o f  fa n s  h o m e  to curse at cold 
d in n e rs . I t  w as f o r  h i m  to  b r i n g ,  the 
message t h a t  he chose,

A n d  die  R a t t i e r  c h a s e ;  chose q u i c k l y .  
W  ith a sw eep o f  the w r i s t  he s c r a w le d  
th e  figure " 3 "  a n d  he ld u p  h is"*h a n d. 
R i n k s  d i d n ' t  k n o w  it,  b u t  in the good 
o ld  days o f  an aren a  f a r  m o r e  classic 
t h a n  th a t o f  the C o r b e t t ,  J u n i o r ,  A .  C ,  
m e n  h a d  held u p  t h e ir  pa lm s in j u s t  
this w a y ,  w i i h  " A v e ! m o i s t u r i , ”  a n d  
the rest o f  it. In the j u b i l a n t  u p r o a r  
he t o r e  the b a tte r e d  d e r b y  f r o m  his 
c a u li f lo w e r  ears a n d  fl u n g  it in to  space. 
T h u m b s  d o w n  f o r  the C u b s  t h is  n i g h t ,  
at ail e ve n ts .  H e ' d  w o n  a p e n n a n t  f o r  
the G i a n t s .  T o - m o r r o w ?  T o - m o r r o w  
co u ld l o o k  to itse lf. T h i s  w a s  his 
c r o w d e d  h o u r ;  he fe lt  the w a r m  surge 
t h a t  comes to the c o n q u e r o r  o n l y  in 
th e  heat o f  first k n o w i n g .  W h a t  is* 
a f t e r w a r d  do e sn 't  c o u n t .  A s  he s lu n k  
i n t o  the h a l l w a y ,  b a r e h e a d e d ,  the r e d - 
h a ir e d  K e n n e d y  k id  cam e d a r t i n g  o u t  
o f  the te le g ra p h  r o o m  w h e r e  the 
s o u n d e rs  b a d  b e g u n  to clatter.

‘ ‘ H o y ,  R a t ! "  called the Y o u n g s te r .
" G h v a n ! C h a s e  y o u r s e l f ! "  g r o w l e d  

R i n k s .  A n d  the s i d e w a lk  d r i f t  claim e d 
h i m .

I t  w a s  as he k n e w  it w o u l d  be at 
th e  flat. T h e r e  w a s M a y m i e ,  w i t h  the 
w h i t e  s t u f f  a n d  the w o o d e n  n e e d l e s ;  
th e r e  w a s  the stew on the ba ck o f  the 
s t o v e ; t h e r e  w e r e  m o s t o f  the th in g s 
t h a t  once h a d  d r i f t e d  o v e r  t o  K i n k e l ' s ,
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s a lv age d n o w .  E v e n  w i t h  the u p l i f t  o f  
his c r o w d e d  h o u r  h e a v y  u p o n  h i m ,  the 
B a t t l e r  k n e w  this w as w o r t h  m o r e  t h a n  
m a n y  p e n n a n ts .  1 I t  h a d  t r a d e d  it— f o r  
w h a t  ?

“ W h e r e ’ s y o u r  ’ a t ? "  cried M a v m i e ,  
as he e ntered.

S h a ll  w e  peach on a g o o d  f r i e n d ?  
T h e  B a t t l e r  p u t  his c h a lk v  head d o w n  
on th e  k it c h e n -ta b le  oilclo th a n d  w e p t .  
T h e n  he told her.

Y o u ' v e  su re ly got to h a n d  it t o  th a t 
e x - C a s i n o  p o n y .  S h e  m a v  h a v e  ta k e n  
a t ig h te r  g r i p  on h e r  needles, especially 
w he n  she e ye d the bail o f  b lu e  y a r n  
she h a d n 't  be g u n  to w o r k  into the b o r ­
d e r  v e t ; b u t  th a t w a s  all she d id .  -save 
to  get e v e r l a s t i n g ly  b u s y  d i s h i n g  u p  th e  
ste w , so bus)- that she d i d n 't  let h e r ­
self t h i n k  w h e t h e r  she'd k n o w  h o w  to 
lin d the trail  to b i n k e l 's  a g a in .

“ C u t  o u t the w e e p s ,"  she u r g e d ,  
s h o v i n g  a p l a t e f u l  w h e r e  he c o u ld  get 
a w h i f f  o f  the o n io n s. " Y o u  a i n 't  to 
b lim e . I  k n o w s  'o w  y o u  f e l t . ”

T h e r e  w e re  o t h e r  t h a n  ch a lk smears 
on J j i n k s ’ lace as he raised it to this 
w o n d e r f u l  p a l,  w h o  h a d  stu ck a n d  
w o u l d  stick t h r o u g h  t h i c k  a n d  t h in .

“ Y o u  see, I  ha d to get the h a n d ,  
. M a y m e , "  he e x p l a i n e d .  " I  j u s t  ha d to 
gel the h a n d . ”

"1 B i t ’ s the Inartistic t e m p r a m u n t ,  B a t .  
H i ’ d ’a ve  done the s im e ."

N o  r e c o r d in g  angel m a r k e d  d o w n  
tha t M a v m i e  lie.

" Y o u  m e a n  it,  M a v m i e ? "  T h e r e  w as 
a h e a lin g  in this v o i c e ;  it m in is t e r e d  to 
the bru ised spirit o f  the m a n  w h o  h a d  
b r o u g h t  the message the c r o w d  h a d  
y e a r n e d  f o r .

“ C r o s t  m y  ’ a r t , -’ said M r s .  B i n k s .
T h e s e  are n o t  s n u ffle s ; w h a t  y o u  h e a r  

is the B a t t l e r  t u c k i n g  a w a y  I r i s h  stew  
— and such a s t e w ! I t s  s t e a m y  spell

b a n ish ed th o u g h t s  o f  lost j o b ,  o f  w h a t  
T o d  L u n d g r e n  w o u l d  s a y ,  o f  t h a t  r e d ­
headed K e n n e d y  k i d  w h o  h a d  h a n d e d  
o u t  the u n l u c k y  t h i r t e e n t h .

A n d  n o w  th e r e  cam e a s o u n d  f r o m  
the c o r n e r ,  a s o u n d  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a n y ­
t h i n g  else in th e  w h o le  w o r l d — the y e l p  
o f  the .Y e w  Y o r k  n e w s b o y ,  g i v i n g  
to n g u e  w i t h  the baseball " u x t r y . ”  T h e  
B a t t l e r  d r o p p e d  his f o r k .  H e  h a d n 't  
t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t.  I t  w a s n 't  he w h o  had 
lied to  the c r o w d  o n  the s i d e w a l k .  H e ' d  
m a d e  the IN rn iiu j G loa t  l i e !  H e ' d  
m a d e  L u n d g r e n  l ie !  H e ' d  so ld o u t the 
" s t a b l e " ;  ne’ d d o n e  w o r s e  t h a n  b r e a k  
t r a i n i n g !

"  U x t r y  -  u x t r y  —  f u l la c c o u n t u  -  h u h -  
u h u h — o o r — u h !"

I f  - m o t e  it-  w a y  in to  th e  B i n k s  flat 
a n d  tain te d M a y m e ' s  s t e w ;  it p o in te d  
th e  r o a d  to B in k e l 's  once m o r e ;  it m a d e  
th e  f o u n d e r e d  f e a t h e r w e i g h t  sick,  so 
sick tha t lie .-book- o f f  r o u g h l y  a h a n d  
t h a t  the w o m a n  laid u p o n  his s h o u ld e r .

“  ’A r k ,  B a t ! "  she w h i s p e r e d ,  “  ’’A r k !
I! 7; v. Bat!"

U p  f r o m  the k itc h e n  c h a i r  leaped 
B a t t l e r  B i n k s ; a n d  d o w n  t h e  r i c k e t y  
stair i n t o  the street. W i t h  a c o p y  o f  
the d a m p  .- p o rt in g  e d itio n  he l u r c h e d  
t o  a c o r n e r  l a m p .

T h e r e  w a s T o d  L u n d g r e n ' s  s e ve n - 
c o lu m n  flagpole p i c t u r e ,  f r a m e d  u p  a 
w e e k  ago f o r  use i f  the G i a n t s  c o p p e d . 
T h e r e  w as the score th a t he h a d  c h a lk e d  
u p o n  the h o a r d : “ G i a n t s ,  3 ; C u b s ,  o . "  
T h e  B a tt l e r  h a d  to ld  the t r u t h  to  his 
w a i t i n g  t h o u s a n d  !

“ T h e  little d e v i l ! ”  so bbed the b r o k e n  
f e a t h e r w e i g h t ,  h u g g i n g  the s m e a r y  sheet, 
a gain st his s h i n y  j a c k e t .  " T h e  little 
re d -h e a d e d  dev i l ! H e  w a s  c a llin ’ m e  
b a c k  to g i m m e  the g r e e t e d  score. T h e  
w i r e  m a n  t o o k  it w r o n g . ”

M a y m i e ,  at the t h i r d - f l o o r  l a n d i n g ,  
h e a r d  h i m  g a s p i n g  as he clim b e d .
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JT  is a sign o f  p r o s p e r i t y  w h e n  the bu ild e rs  o f  d e l i v e r y  w a g o n s  are b u s y .  T h e  
m e r c h a n t  ships are the de b - c r y  v. ag- . o f  tire sea. T h e y  c a r r y  to a n d  f r o  
the m e r c h a n d is e  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  store.- o f  the w o r l d — the g r e a t m a n u f a c t u r ­
i n g  a n d  s h o p k e e p in g  n a tio n s  o f  the g lo b e . N e v e r  b e f o r e  h a v e  th e re  been so 

m a n y  ships h u r r y i n g  o v e r  th e  ocean r o a d s . N e v e r  b e f o r e  h a v e  t h e r e  been so 
m a n y  ships a - b u i l u i n g .

H u m a n  beings w a n t  e v e r y t h i n g  the w o r l d  p r o d u c e s . Q u i c k e r  a n d  ch e a p e r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b y  sea altects e v e r y  o n e — e v e n  those w h o  liv e  f a r  i n l a n d .  I t  m e a n s 
the l o w e r i n g  o f  p r i c e -  o n  necessities a n d  l u x u r i e s  a lik e ,  f o r  it b r i n g s  the ends o f  
the e a rth  closer to g e t h e r .  M a r i t i m e  c o m m e r c e  is the g r e a t e q u a l i z e r  a n d  stab i­
liz e r  o f  prices. It. is m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  th a n  l a n d  c o m m e r c e  because n o  on e  c o u n t r y  
p r o d u c e s  all t h a t  its people need.

b u i l d i n g  a r a i l r o a d  in to  some n e w  r e g io n  is a m o m e n t o u s  ta s k . B e f o r e  it 
can he c o n s tru c te d  th e  rig h t o f  w a y  has to  he b o u g h t .  T h e  ro ad s o f  the sea 
are fr e e  to all . It costs a g r e a t  deal to b u i ld  a n d  e q u ip  a n e w  r a i l r o a d .  F i f t y  
miles o f  t r a c k  w i t h  its cars a n d  e n g i n e -  a n d  stations costs m o r e  t h a n  a t e n -  
t h o u s a n d - t o n  ste am e r. A  train  c a n n o t  d i v e r g e  an inch f r o m  the tails w i t h o u t  d i s ­
aster. S h ip s  can c h a n g e  th e ir  c o u r s e - at w i l l ,  a n d  seek t r a d e  a n v w h c r e .

T h e r e  are se veral causes f o r  this t r e m e n d o u s  b o o m  in s h i p b u i ld i n g .  O n e  
is the o p e n i n g  o f  the B a n a n a  C a n a l ,  w h ic h  w ill  create five n e w  ocean r o u te s ,  some 
o f  th e m  across w a t e r y  w a s t e -  o f  the Pacific th a t h i t h e r t o  seld om  l a v e  been t r a v ­
ersed b v  iearn o r  sail. A n o t h e r  is tha t the c o m m e r c e  o f  the w o r l d  is on the 
t h r e s h o ld  o f  a g r e a t  era o f  c ha n ge  a n d  e x p a n s i o n .  'T h e  c u t t i n g  o f  the I s t h m u s  
w i l l  t h r o w  o pen a v a s t  tr e a s u r e  h o u se  o f  n a t u r a l  resources.

S o u t h  A m e r i c a  is practical!' .'  u n d e v e l o p e d .  T h e r e  w ill  he a g r e a t  s h i f t i n g  
o f  peoples, e specially f r o m  h .u r o p c  a n d A s i a — p r o b a b l y  the g re a te st t h a t  the 
w o r l d  has e v e r  k n o w n .  t he .effect o f  th e  c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  cheap l a n d  a n d  che a p 
la b o r  in an in c re d ib ly  rich c o n tin e n t can ho f i g u r e d  o u t  p r e t t y  a c c u r a t e ly .  W h a t  
w ill  f o l l o w  f r o m  the m i x i n g  o f  o p po site  races n o  on e  can tell.  P u t  in all this th e  
m e r c h a n t  n a vie s o f  the w o r l d  w i l l  p i a y  th e  m o s t i m p o r t a n t  p a r t .

T h e r e  are a b o u t f o r t v  t h o u s a n d  ships on the seas n o w ,  a n d  t h e ir  n u m b e r  is 
b e i n g  increased at the rate o f  a b o u t  thre e  a d a y .  H o w  m u c h  are t h e y  w o r t h  ■
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I t  is a lm o s t im po ssib le  to  tell . A  s h i p ’ s v a l u e  fl u ctu a te s a c c o r d i n g  t o  its age 
a n d  the d e m a n d  f o r  its se n de e s. B u t  the sh ip b u ild e r s  a re  so b u s y  t h a t  t h e  price  
o f  n e w  steamers is a b o u t  s i x t y  p e r  cent m o r e  t o - d a y  t h a n  it w a s  t w o  y e a r s  a g o .

< I rent B r i t a i n  b u ild s t w o  o u t  o f  e v e r y  th r e e  ships t h a t  a re  l a u n c h e d — m o r e  
t h a n  all th e  o t h e r  c o u n trie s  o f  the w o r l d  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  ha s been th e  case 
f o r  ye a r s .  N i n e t y - n i n e  n e w  vessels o u t  o f  a h u n d r e d  are steel ste a m e rs. T h e  
sail is d i s a p p e a r i n g  f r o m  the seas.

E n g l a n d ’ s m e r c h a n t  n a v y  o u t r a n k s  all o t h e r s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  comes 
n e x t ,  a n d  ( i e r m a n y  t h i r d .  B u t  last y e a r  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  w a s  th e  o n l y  n a t i o n  
t h a t  s h o w e d  a decrease in s h i p b u i ld i n g .  G e r m a n y  b r o k e  all p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d s  in 
the n u m b e r  a n d  t o n n a g e  la u n c h e d .

BRAINS AND CRIME

MA N Y  people get a n o t io n  tha t c r im in a ls ,  especially b u r g l a r s  a n d  t r a i n  r o b ­
b e rs,  are u n u s u a l l y  b r a i n y  m e n .  T h e y  h a v e  an idea t h a t  c r im in a ls  o f  
this t y p e  a r c  m a r v e l o u s l y  s h r e w d  a n d  i n v e n t i v e ,  a n d  v e r y  b r a v e

S u c h  is f a r  f r o m  t r u e .  C r i m i n a l s ,  like a n im a ls  th a t p r e y ,  o f t e n  d e ­
v e l o p  a g r e a t  deal o f  stealth a n d  cleverness in c o n c e a lin g  th e m s e lv e s . B u t  e ve n  
th e  s h r e w d e s t  o f  these n e a r l y  a l w a y s  h a v e  a b l in d  spot in t h e ir  j u d g m e n t  w h i c h  
causes t h e m  to do v e r y  fo o lis h  th in gs .

R e c e n t l y  th re e  m e n  b u r g l a r i z e d  a b a n k  in a s m a ll  W e s t e r n  t o w n .  T h e y  d i d  
a g o o d  j o b ;  g o t s ix  t h o u s a n d  d o lla rs  in g o ld  a n d  c u r r e n c y ;  g o t  s a fe ly  o u t  o f  
t o w n ,  a n d  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  n e x t  d a y  b y  a lo n e  c o u n t y  constable a n d  a s h o t g u n .

W h e n  searched t h e y  h a d  o n  t h e ir  p e rs o n s  t w o  t h o u s a n d  th re e  h u n d r e d  
d o lla rs  o f  the c u r r e n c y  t a k e n  f r o m  the b a n k — t h a t  th e  ca shie r r e c o g n iz e d  i n ­
s t a n t l y ;  a n d  also t h e y  c a r rie d  p a r t  o f  a bo ttle  o f  n i t r o g l y c e r i n .  T e n  d a y s  a f t e r  
the b u r g l a r y  t h e y  w e r e  sentenced t o  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s  in the p e n i t e n t i a r y .  N o  
one h a d  seen t h e m  in t o w n ,  n o  on e  s a w  t h e m  r o b  the b a n k .  T h e y  c a r r ie d  t h e ir  
o w n  c o n v i c t io n .  A f t e r  t h e y  h a d  c o n fe s s e d ,  on e  o f  t h e m  w a s  a s k e d  w h y  he still 
c a rrie d  th e  n i t r o g l y c e r i n .  H e  r e plie d t h a t  h e  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  hide  it lest s o m e ­
b o d y  find it a n d  suspect h i m .

C h i l d i s h l y  sim ple  as t h a t  is, so m e  o f  t h e  s h r e w d e s t  b u r g l a r s  a n d  th ie v e s 
m a n i f e s t  s i m il a r  w e a k  spots. T h e  fa c t  is t h e y  a r e  n o t  b r a i n y  m e n ;  t h e y  a re  n o t  
w e ll- b a la n c e d ,  in te llig e n t m e n ,  m u c h  less b r i ll ia n t  o n e s. V e r y  f e w  o f  t h e m  h a v e  
g o o d  a v e r a g e  m e n t a l  p o w e r * .

T h e  m a t r o n  in th e  I o w a  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  said t h a t  d u r i n g  th e  s i x  ye a rs 
she h a d  c h a rge  o f  th e  w o m e n  in t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  o n l y  t w o  w o m e n  cam e u n d e r  
h e r  w h o  h a d  m o r e  t h a n  v e r v  o r d i n a r y  a b i li t y .  T h e  C h i c a g o  s u r v e y  o f  vice has 
r e p o r t e d  th a t o f  w o m e n  o f  ill re p u te  in t h a t  c i ty  a  v e r y  la r g e  p e r  cent can n e it h e r  
read n o r  w r i t e ,  a n d  o n l y  a v e r y  f e w  h a v e  e v e r  been p a st th e  e ig h th  g r a d e  in the 
pu blic schools.

C r i m i n a l s  m a y .  a n d  o f t e n  d o ,  h a v e  a n  a b n o r m a l  s h r e w d n e s s  in  some d i r e c ­
t i o n ,  b u t  r a r e l y — a lm o s t  n e v e r  d o  t h e y  h a v e  a cle ar,  t r a i n e d  intelligence. F o r  th e  
m o s t  p a r t  t h e y  a re  d e fe c t i v e s ,  d e g e n e ra te s , u n d e v e l o p e d  a n d  u n t r a i n e d  m e n t a l l y .  
O n l y  in th e  l u r i d  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  some d e l u d e d  y o u t h  is c r im e  a b r i l l i a n t  p r o f e s ­
sion. F o r  n o t  o n l v  does the c r im in a l  i n e v i t a b l y  g e t c a u g h t ,  b u t  h e  f in d s ,  aside 
f r o m  th e  p h y sica l d a n g e r ,  th e  f r u i t s  o f  his w o r k  v e r y  b i t te r .  F o r  e ve n  i f  he 
possessed m o r e  th a n  u su al a b i li t y ,  th e  i g n o ra n c e  a n d  d i s g u s t in g  loa th s o m e n e s s  o f  
m o s t  o f  his associates w o u l d  m a k e  a ple asa n t a n d  sensible use o f  his spoils i m p o s -
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siule. T o  escape th e  l a w  m i g h t  at tim e s be p o s s ib le ;  b u t  t o  escape o n e ’ s associates 
in c r im e  is n e v e r  possible.

ON THE GIVING AND TAKING OF ADVICE

O F  g i v i n g  a d v i c e  the re  is n o  e n d ,  I t  is o n e  o f  the t h in g s  w h i c h  is v e r y  
easy a n d  ple a sa n t to  g i v e — a n d  v e r y  h a r d  to t a k e . A m e r i c a  is a n  a d v i c e -  
r id d e n  n a t i o n .  \ Y c  a re  p r e a c h e d  it f r o m  e v e r y  n o o k  a n d  c r a n n y ,  f r o m  
p u l p it  and. p l a t f o r m ,  f r o m  the m o s t  o b s c u r e  n o o k  in a r e m o t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p a p e r  to  the pages o f  o u r  hoar iest m a g a z i n e .
A n d  m o s t o f  it is g o o d  a d v i c e ,  o n l y  it i s n ’t g o o d  to ta k e . I t  s o u n d s  g o o d ,  it 

is re aso n a ble , it is based on m o r a l  p r in c ip le s ,  b u t  it fails in t h a t  it d o e s n 't  fit. W e  
r e m e m b e r ,  w h e n  a small  b o y .  h e a r i n g  a s o n g  o n  b e a r in g  each o t h e r 's  b u r d e n s ,  one 
ve rs e  o i  w h ic h  ran :■ " M e e k l y  b e a r  t h in e  o w n  f u l l  m e a s u r e  a n d  t h y  b r o t h e r 's  
s h a r e .”  I n  the s p e c u la tive  w a y  o f  a c h ild  w e  g o t  to  w o n d e r i n g  i f  e v e r y b o d y  
t o o k  th a t w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  a n y  lo a d  to c a r r y .  T h a i  is the d e fe c t  in m o s t a d v ic e . 
I t  is to o  s w e e p in g ,  to o  g e n e r a l ,  o r  t o o  ra d ic a l .  I t  w a n t s  e v e r y b o d y  to  d o  the sam e 
t h i n g ,  o r  it w a n t s  the i n d i v i d u a l  to q u it  e v e n -t h i n g  a m i  d o  t h e  one t h i n g .  X o w ,  
m e a t  m a y  he a n  e xce lle n t t h i n g  f o r  J o h n  H e n r y ,  a n d  he m a y  feel ju s t i f ie d  in 
a d v i s i n g  the e a tin g  o f  m e a t .  H u t  it o f t e n  fa lls o u t  t h a t  T o m  J o n e s ,  w h o  gets the 
a d v i c e ,  is n o t the r ig h t  fe l lo w  to eat m e a t.

M o s t  o f  us g i v e  a d v ic e  w i t h  the v i e w  o f  r a d ic a l ly  c h a n g i n g  th e  o t h e r  p e r s o n ’ s 
p u r p o s e s . T h a t  is se ld o m  w ise . X o  m a t t e r  h o w  e x c e ll e n t  m y  pla n s  a re ,  t h e y  
are se ld o m  g m id  in e x a c t l y  the same w a y  f o r  B u d  S i m m o n s  a n d  B il l  S m i t h .  M y  
w a y  o f  d o i n g  th in g s w o u l d  v e r y  l ik e l y  p r o v e  a w k w a r d  o r  im p o ssib le  to  t h e m .

I t  is g o o d  to g i v e  a d v i c e — unless the a d v ic e  is h o r n  p u r e l y  o f  e g o t is m , f o r  it 
s h o w s  a f r i e n d l y  interest in o u r  f e l l o w  m e n ,  b u t  it  is n o t  g o o d  to  g i v e  it d o g m a t i ­
ca lly a n d  get b u m p t i o u s  i f  it is n o t  f o l l o w e d  as w e  g i v e  it. F a r ,  a f t e r  ail,  the 
v e r y  best a d v ic e  is n o t  t h a t  w h i c h  p e r s u a d e s  o th e rs to g i v e  u p  t h e i r  w a y  a n d
accept o u r s ,  bu t th a t w h ic h  serves as a m e r e  c n c o u r a g e r  to  s t im u l a te  t h e m  to
c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  o w n  best i n t e n t io n s .

BURIED TREASURE

W H E R E V E R  the b l o o d - r e d  gle a m  o f  s a d ;  a n d  lo o t flames across the
pages o f  h i s t o r y  y o u  are p r e t t y  sure tn find a talc o f  b u r i e d  t r e a s u r e .

C o n q u e r o r  an d c o n q u e r e d  alike h a v e  h i d d e n  t h e ir  w e a l t h  w h e n  h a r d  
pressed. B u t  little o f  these lost ric hes e v e r  ha s been r e c o v e r e d .  X o  

one has f o u n d  th e  c o m b i n a ti o n  to the s a n d v  s a fe t v  de po sit  v a u lt s  o f  the pirates 
in the desert isles o f  the C a r i b b e a n .  T a l l  ships, lad en  w i t h  b u l li o n  a n d  plate ,  
still lie u n d i s t u r b e d  beneath t h e  s u r fa c e  o f  th e  .seas. R u i n e d  cities still k e e p  the 
secret o f  th e  h o a r d s  h i d d e n  b y  th e ir  in h a b it a n t s ,  w h o  have been de a d  a n d  du st f o r  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a rs.

T h e  l u r e  o f  h id d e n  tr e a s u r e  has called f o r  the e x p e n d i t u r e  rtf m o r e  m o n e y  
a n d  e n e r g y  w i t h  less p ro fita b le  r e t u r n  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  v e n t u r e  t h a t  a v a ric io u s  
m a n  e v e r  ha s e n te re d u p o n .  I n  w i n t e r  th e  h u n t e r s  g o  to the t r o p ic s — to C o c o s  
I s l a n d ,  f o r  instance, w h ic h  t h e y  b e lie v e  h o ld s  a h u n d r e d  m i ll io n s  l e f t  th e r e  b y  
the bucca n e e rs. I n  s u m m e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  dig g e rs a n d  d e lve rs are b u s y  in the 
t e m p e r a t e  z o n e .  X o  on e  can say h o w  m a n y  a tt e m p t s  are m a d e  d u r i n g  the 
w a r m  w e a t h e r ,  a lo n g  o u r  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  co a st,  t o  find the tr e a s u r e  o f  C a p t a i n  
K i d d —a l t h o u g h  it has been p r e t t y  w e ll  p r o v e d  th a t it d o e s n ’ t e x is t .
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! his s u m m e r  the business o f  s e e kin g lost g o l d  a n d  g e m s  is u n u s u a l l y  a c tive  
else w he re  th a n  in the L n i t e d  S t a t e s . A  N e w  Y o r k  f i r m  o f  c o n t r a c t o r s  ha s been 
engage d b y  the It a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  d r e d g e  th e  T i b e r  a n d  r e c o v e r  som e o f  th e  
treasures cast into  it in tim e s past. T h e  site o f  C a r t h a g e  is b e in g  e x p l o r e d  f o r  t h e  
va st store o f  g o l d  a n d  g e m s  h id d e n  the re  b y  G e n s e r i e  the V a n d a l .  T h e  F r e n c h  
are s e a rc h in g  at C a r c a s s o n n e  f o r  the lo o t o f  A l a r i c  the G o t h ,  a n d  a t  A v i g n o n  f o r  
the lost tre asu re s o f  the po pe s. T h e  E n g l i s h  are p r o b i n g  a m a r s h  n e a r L o n d o n  
f o r  the w e a l t h  cast th e re  b y  K i n g  J o h n  in  his fl ig h t.  F a r t h e r  afield a B r i t i s h  
e x p e d i t i o n  is s e e kin g th e  lost t o m b s  o f  the G r e a t  K h a n s  o f  T a r t a r y  a n d  t h e  
incalcula ble w e a lt h  t h e y  h o l d .  I n  I n d i a  the lu r e  is the f a m o u s  t r e a s u r e  o f  
S h a w m u t  J u n g ,  B e g u m  o f  M u r s h e d e h a d .

------Ingots of gold and silver bars,
A nd jew eled plunder fro m  wild, w ild wars.
Hut where they are laid, no man can tell,
Though known to a thousand stars.

B u t  a l t h o u g h  the desire to  go s o m e w h e r e  a n d  d ig  f o r  b u r i e d  t r e a s u r e  is 
latent in  e v e r y  o n e ’ s b r e a s t,  it is u n p r o f it a b l e ,  a n d  sh o u ld  be s t e r n ly  re p r e s s e d ,  
unless one is m e r e l y  s e e kin g ph y s ic a l  e x e rcise .

T h e r e  is a c h a r m i n g  s t o r y  h y  N a t h a n i e l  H a w t h o r n e  o f  a m a n  w h o  d r e a m e d ,  
as a h o y ,  o f  thre e  t o k e n s  tha t w o u l d  s h o w  h i m  the place w h e re  g r e a t  riches w e r e  
h i d d e n  in the e a r t h ,  th e  w a y  to  p o w e r  o v e r  his f e l l o w s ,  a n d  th e  w o m a n  w h o m  
ab o ve  all othe rs he w o u l d  lo v e . H e  w a n d e r e d  a b o u t  the w o r l d  f o r  \ ears,  b u t  
n e v e r  sa w  the s y m b o ls  t h a t  w e r e  t o  m a r k  the e nd o f  his quest. W e a r i l y  he re ­
t u r n e d  h o m e  at last, l i e  sa w  the signs c a r v e d  on a tree in bis m o t h e r ’ s d o o r y a r d  
•— lo n g  b e f o r e ,  b y  h i m s e l f .  H e  read the lesson a r i g h t ,  a n d  p r o s p e r e d — tille d the 
soil, ta u g h t  the villa g e  school, an d m a r r i e d  the g i r l  w h o  liv e d  n e x t  d o o r .

BOSH

A  T R I O  o f  s t u r d y  de te ctive s— W i l i a m  K e n n e y ,  Tames G e g a n ,  a n d  H e n r y  
O s w a l d — h a v e  m a d e  a s t u d y  o f  the N e w  Y o r k  a n d  N e w a r k  cases o f  
P o i s o n  N e e d l e  a n d  P e r f u m e d  H a n d k e r c h i e f .  T h e  n e w s p a p e r  stories r a n  
tha t the girl  ha d been j a b b e d  w i t h  a p o is o n e d  needle h y  an a b d u c t o r ,  w h o  

p l a n n e d  to  c a r r y  h e r  a w a y  t o  a l ife  o f  s ha m e . T h e  a lte r n a te  v e r s i o n  w a s  tha t a 
h a n d k e r c h i e f ,  fu ll  o f  a sw e e t- .-m e llin g  d r u g ,  w a s  pressed t o  h e r n o s trils .  I n  b o t h  
m e t h o d s ,  the g ir l  w a s  to  fall  u n c o n s c io u s  in  th e  c r o w d e d  street o r t h e a t e r ,  a n d  
th e n  u n o s te n t a t io u s ly  w a s t o  he h u s tle d  a w a y  to  a w a i t i n g  t a x i c a b ,  a n d  so o n  t o  
her d o o m . T h e  m o r e  p u b l i c it y  g i v e n  t o  the m e t h o d ,  th e  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  t h e  
cases r e p o r t e d .  T h e  g r e a te r  the d a n g e r  t o  the a b d u c t o r ,  th e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  the 
charges o f  a tt e m p t e d  a b d u c t i o n .

T h e  w o r k  o f  the detectiv es c o v e r e d  m a n y  w e e k s . W e  h a v e  been o v e r  t h e i r  
r e co rd s— it w a s  a c a r e fu l  i n v e s ti g a t io n . T h e r e  w a s  n o  e v ide n ce  in a n y  case o f  a 
d r u g g e d  h a n d k e r c h i e f  o r  o f  a po is o n e d  needle. T h e r e  w a s  n o  e vid e n c e  o f  a n  
a b d u c t o r .  T h e  w o m e n  m a k i n g  the charges w e r e  v i c t im s  o f  h y s t e r ia .  T h e  v e r y  
f o r m  w h i c h  t h e ir  h yste ria  t o o k  is, as e x - C o m m i s s i o n e r  D o u g h e r t y  p o i n t e d  o u t  to 
u s,  a r e c o g n iz e d  phase o f  m e n t a l  d is t u rb a n c e . S u c h  cases h a v e  been f a m i l i a r  
to co n tin e n ta l  e x p e r t s  f o r  g e n e r a t io n s . I t  is a p i t y  th a t th e  n e ce ssa ry w o r k  o f  
p u b l i c it y  o n  sex m a l a d j u s t m e n t  s h o u ld  be o v e r l a i d  w i t h  such fo o lis h n e s s . S o b e r  
f o l k ,  s tir r e d  h y  o u t r e  s e n sa tio n , lose the p o w e r  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  the a u t h e n t i c  h o r r o r s  
o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n .



Fortune’s Football
B y  B .  M .  B o w e r

Author o f  “ Effiiig’ U  Ranch," " Th e  Gringos," Etc,

.SYNOPSIS OF FIRST PART
Across the sun-bakeil land M ar{% and Jase trek to find their Eden, and finally lay claim to a cove on 

the Wolverine. They are its earliest settlers, and Marthy assumes most of the herculean labors consequent 
•o home-building, for Jase is lazy and shiftless. In time other pioneers locate, among them the MacDonalds. 
's heir child, Billy Louise, becomes the one bright spot in Marthy’s hard life, and secretly she pays for the 
; >l’s education. At eighteen Billy Louise is left to take care of her mother and the MacDonald ranch, 
to meet debts as well as she can. Jase dies, but Marthy continues her work stoically despite her age; how­
ever, she sends for a nephew, Charley Fox, who comes to help the old lady. Also appears on the scene a 
stranger, Ward Warren, who aims to run a cattle ranch when he gets enough money. Ward offers his ser­
vices to Billy Louise and she hires him one winter. During that period the man and girl become pals, 
though Ward has difficulty in keeping to that relation. In the springtime he leaves the MacDonald ranch 
for a claim of his own. He buys a few bead of cattle. On Marthy's place her nephew is doing wonders; 
1. iilding im pivem ents, increasing the stock, etc. But he confides to Billy Louise that cattle thieves are at 
their game, ethers in the region report the same experience— stolen cow's and calves. Meanwhile, out 
shooting \vob os one day, “ Fortune's Football”— as Ward Warren calls himself— discovers bits of gold in a 
don. A meager deposit he concludes, but one that will enable him to purchase a good showing of cattle, 
cad put his feet solidly on the road to his goal— Billy Louise.

(A Four*Part Story—Part Two.)

C H A P T E R  X .
IIF.I.P FOR TI1K COW liUSINFSS.

WA R D  h a d  n o  g o l d  p a n  o f  his 
t e n ,  since this w a s  n o t  a 
m i n i n g  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  his a m b i ­
t io n  h a d  r u n  in a d i f f e r e n t  

c h a n n e l.  l i e  t h e r e f o r e  t o o k  the t in  
w a s h b a s in  d o w n  to th e  cre e k a n d  
d u m p e d  the sand in to  it . T h e n ,  s q u a t-  
t i n y  o n  his h o o t heels in the edge o f  
th e  s t r e a m , h e  tilled t h e  basin w i t h  
w a t e r  a n d  r o c k e d  it g e n t l y  w i t h  a r o ­
t a r y  m o t i o n  t h a t  p r o v e d  h i m  n o  n o v ic e  
at the w o r k .  H i s  eyes w e r e  s h a r p e r  
a n d  m o r e  i n te n t in t h e ir  g a ze  t h a n  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  h a d  e v e r  seen t h e m , a n d  t h o u g h  
his m o v e m e n t s  w e r e  u n h u r r i e d ,  t h e y  
w e r e  f u l l  o f  eagerness h e ld  in leash.

S e v e r a l  tim e s he refilled the b a sin,  
a n d  th e  a m o u n t  o f  sand g r e w  less a n d  
less, u n t il  o n l y  a f e w  s p o o n f u l s  r e ­

m a i n e d  o f  coarse g r a v e l  a n d  a se d im e n t 
th a t c l u n g  to the b o t t o m  o f  th e  basin 
a n d  m o v e d  s lu g g is h ly  a r o u n d  a n d  
a r o u n d .  H e  p ic k e d  o u t  the l i n y  p e b ­
bles o n e  b y  on e  a n d  t h r e w  t h e m  in the 
cr e e k . H e  p e e r e d  s h a r p l y  a t  a sm all  
b it  a n d  h e ld  it in his fingers w h i l e  he 
b e n t his fa ce close t o  the p a n ,  his eyes 
t w o  g im le t s  b o r i n g  his g a z e  i n t o  th e  
co n te n ts.

H e  g o t  u p  stiffly,  b a c k e d ,  a n d  sat 
d o w n  u p o n  the l o w  b a n k  w i t h  his fe e t 
f a r  a p a r t  a n d  his s h o u ld e rs  b e n t  w h i l e  
he stare d a t  th e  little b i t  o f  m i n e r a l  in 
his fingers.

“ C o a r s e  g o l d ,  a n d  n o t  such a w h a le  
o f  ‘ a l o t , ”  he p r o n o u n c e d  to  h i m s e l f  
w i t h  c a r e fu l  i m p a r t i a l i t y .  “ B u t  i t ’s^pay 
d i r t ,  a n d ,  i f  t h e r e ’ s enough, o f  it ,  i t ’ ll 
h e lp a lot at this e n d  o f  the c o w  b u s i ­
n e s s .”  H e  sat th e re  a l o n g  t i m e ,  t h i n k ­
i n g  a n d  p l a n n i n g  a n d  h o l d i n g  h i m s e l f

This story began in the POPULAR dated July



FORTUNE’S FOOTBALL 1 13

s t e r n l y  t o  cold r e a l i t y ,  r e je c t i n g  e v e r y  
po s s ib ility  t h a t  b a d  th e  slightest s y m p ­
t o m  o f  b e i n g  an a ir  castle. H e  d id  n o t  
in t e n d  to  let this t h i n g  t u r n  his he a d  o r  
b e t r a y  h i m  i n t o  a n y  fo o lishn e ss w h a t s o ­
e v e r .  H e  w as g o i n g  t o  l o o k  at the 
t h i n g  c o l d - b l o o d e d l y  a n d  p u t  his i m a g i ­
n a ti o n  in cold storage f o r  t h e  p r e se n t.

H i s  first im p u ls e ,  to rid e  s tr a ig h t t o  
the W o l v e r i n e  a n d  s h o w  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
these thre e  t i n y  n u g g e t s ,  he r e je cte d as 
a b it  o f  fo o lish n e ss. H e  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  
w i l l i n g  to  t r u s t  B i l l y  L o u i s e  w i t h  a n y  
secret he possessed, h u t  he  k n e w  t h a t  
he w o u l d  he f e e d i n g  h e r  i m a g i n a t i o n  
w i t h  d a n g e r o u s  f u e l .  S h e  w o u l d  be g in  
d r e a m i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  castles, a n d  p r o s ­
p e c t i n g  f o r  h e r s e l f ,  v e r y  l i k e l y ;  a n d  
t h a t  tr a i l  led o f t e n e s t  to  b la ck d isa p ­
p o i n t m e n t .  I f  he m a d e  g o o d ,  he  w o u l d  
tell h e r — w h e n  he t o ld  h e r  s o m e t h in g  
else.

H e  w o u l d  n o t  tell a n y b o d y .  H e  
raised his h e a d  a n d  l o o k e d  at t h e  hills 
w h e r e  his cattle w o u l d  f e e d ,  a n d  p i c ­
t u r e d  it c lu tte r e d  w i t h  g o ld  h u n t e r s —  
g r e e d y ,  u n d e s ira b le  in te r lo p e rs  d o o m e d  
to  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  in the l o n g  r u n .  W a r d  
h a d  seen th e  g o l d  f e v e r  sweep t h r o u g h  
a c o m m u n i t y  a n d  spoil  l i fe  f o r  th g  w e a k  
ones w h o  t o o k  t o  ch a sin g  th e  w i l l - o ’-  
t h e - w i s p  o f  su d d e n  w e a l t h .  T r a m p s  
o f  the p i c k - a n d - p a n  b r i g a d e — t h e y  
s h o u ld  n o t  co m e  s w a r m i n g  in to  these 
hills o n  a n y  w il d - g o o s e  chase, i f  he 
c o u ld  h e lp  it . A n d  lie c o u ld ,  a n d  
s h o u ld . T h i s  w a s  n o t ,  p r o p e r l y  sp e a k ­
i n g ,  a g o ld  c o u n t r y .  H e  k n e w  it. T h e  
r o c k  f o r m a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  p o i n t  to  a n y  
great deposit  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l *  a n d  i f  he 
h a d  f o u n d  on e  it w a s  a f l u k e — an acci­
d e n t .  L i e  re so lv e d  t h a t  his first c o n s id ­
e r a tio n  s h o u ld  he th e  k e e p i n g  o f *  his 
secret f o r  th e  m e n t a l  w e ll - b e i n g  o f  his 
fe l lo w s .

W a r d  d id  n o t  p u t  it q u ite  so a lt r u is ­
tic a lly .  H i s  t h o u g h t s  f o r m e d  i n t o  sen­
tences.

“ T h i s  is cattle c o u n t r y .  I f  m e n  w a n t  
t o  h u n t  g o l d ,  t h e y  can d o  t h e ir  h u n t -  
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i n g  s o m e w h e r e  else. T h e y  c a n ’ t g o  d i g ­
g i n g  u p  th e  w h o l e  b l a m e d  c o u n t r y  j u s t  
o n  the chance o f  f i n d i n g  a n o t h e r  p o c k e t 
like  this on e . I ’m  in the cattle business 
m y s e l f .  I f  I  fin d  a n y  g o l d ,  i t ’ ll g o  i n t o  
c a ttle ,  a n d  stay t h e r e .”

W a r d ' s  m e m o r y  w a s  lik e  g l u e ,  a n d  
w h il e  it held th in gs he w o u l d  g i v e  m u c h  
t o  f o r g e t ,  still it s e r v e d  h i m  w e l l .  H e  
h a d  r id d e n  past a t i n y ,  p a r t l y  c a v e d - i n  
d u g o u t ,  m o n t h s  a g o , w h e r e  so m e  w a n ­
d e r i n g  p r o s p e c t o r  h a d  c a m p e d  w h il e  he 
b r a v e d  the b a r r e n n e s s  o f  the hills a n d  
s tre am s h e r e a b o u t .  W a r d  h a d  d is­
m o u n t e d  a n d  g la n c e d  i n t o  t h e  c a ve lik e  
h u t .  N o w ,  a f t e r  he h a d  eaten a f e w  
m o u t h f u l s  o f  d i n n e r ,  he r o d e  s t r a ig h t  
o v e r  t o  t h a t  dug.out a n d  g o t  the g o l d  
p a n  he r e m e m b e r e d  to  h a v e  seen th e r e . 
I t  w a s  n o t in th e  best c o n d i t io n ,  o f  
co u rse . I t  w a s  b a t t e r e d  a n d  b e n t ,  b u t  
it  w o u l d  d o  f o r  the p r e se n t.

B y  the t im e  he reached th e  w o l f  den 
th e  su n  w a s  n e a r i n g  the w e s t e r n  r i m  o f  
hills,  b u t  W a r d  h a d  t im e  t o  e x a m i n e  
th e  lo c a lit y  m o r e  c a r e f u l l y  t h a n  he h a d  
d o n e  at first,  a n d  t o  w a s h  a c o u p le  o f  
pa n s o f  g r a v e l .  T h e  test elated h i m  
p e r c e p t i b l y ; f o r  w h i l e  th e r e  d i d  n o t  
seem t o  be t h e  m a k i n g s  o f  a m i ll io n a ir e  
i n  t h a t  g r a v e l  b a n k ,  he j u d g e d  r o u g h l y  
t h a t  he c o u ld  m a k e  a p l u m b e r ’ s w a g e s  i f  
he w o r k e d  h a r d  e n o u g h — a n d  t h a t  
lo o k e d  p r e t t y  g o o d  t o  a f e l l o w  w h o  h a d  
w o r k e d  all  his l i f e  f o r  f o r t y  d o lla rs  a 
m o n t h .  “ T w o  hits a p a n ,  j u s t  a b o u t , ”  
h e  p u t  it  to  h i m s e l f .  “ A n d  I ' l l  h a v e  to 
p a c k  th e  d i r t  d o w n  h e r e  to  th e  c r e e k ; 
b u t  I ' l l  d i g  a nice little b u n c h  o f  cattle 
o u t  o f  t h a t  g r a v e l  h a n k  b e f o r e  s n o w  
flies, o r  I  m iss m y  guess a m i l e .”

A s  n e a r l y  as lie c o u ld  fig u r e  it,  he 
h a d  chanced u p o n  a split c h a n n e l.  F o r  
ages,  he  j u d g e d ,  t h e  w a t e r  h a d  r u n  u p o n  
t h a t  led ge , l e a v i n g  th e  stre a k  o f  g r a v e l  
a n d  w h a t  little g o l d  it h a d  c a r r ie d  d o w n  
f r o m  th e  m o u n t a i n s .  T h e n  so m e  fr e s h e t  
h a d  w o r n  o v e r  th e  edge q £  th e  b r e a k  in 
th e  r o c k  u n t il  the ledge a n d  its deposit  
w a s  l e f t  h i g h  a n d  d r y  o n  th e  side o f
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th e  g u l c h ,  w h i l e  th e  cre e k f l o w e d  
t h r o u g h  the g u l l y  it h a d  f o r m e d  b e ­
l o w .  i t  m i g h t  n o t  be the c o r r e c t e x p l a ­
nation, but it satisfied W a r d  a n d  e n ­
c o u r a g e d  h i m  to  b e lie v e  th a t the stre ak 
o f  p a y  g r a v e l  l a y  a lo n g  th e  ledge w i t h i n  
e a sy reach.

H e  t r ie d  to  tr a c e  the ledge u p  a n d  
d o w n  the g u l c h ,  a n d  to e s tim a te  the 
p r o b a b le  e x t e n t  o f  t h a t  p a y  s t r e a k . 
T h e n  he g a v e  it u p  in s e lf - d e fe n s e . 
‘ ‘ I ’ ve  g o t  t o  w a t c h  m y  d o d g e r s ,”  he  a d ­
m o n is h e d  h i m s e l f ,  “ o r  I 'l l  g o  p l u m b  
lo c o ,  a n d  i m a g in e  I ' m  a m i l l i o n a i r e .  I ' l l  
p a n  w h a t  1 can get a t ,  a n d  let it g o  at 
t h a t .  A n d  I ’v e  g o t to  c o u n t  w h a t  g o l d  
s h o w s  u p  in the sack— and no m ore . 
G o o d  L o r d !  I  c a n ’ t a f f o r d  to  m a k e  a 
fo o l  o f  m y s e l f  at this stage o f  the 
g a m e !  I ’ ve  g o t  to set r ig h t  d o w n  o n  
m v  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  stick t o  h a r d - b o i le d  
f a c t s .”  "

T ie  w e n t  h o m e  in a v e r y  g o o d  h u ­
m o r  w it h  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  the w o r l d ,  f o r  
all t h a t.  S o  f a r  as lie c o u ld  see, the 
t h i n g  that had been b o t h e r i n g  h i m  w a s  
settled m o s t  s a t i s fa c t o r il y .  H e  h a d  
w a n t e d  to spend the s u m m e r  o n  his 
cla im , m a k i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  w a t c h ­
i n g  o v e r  his cattle. T h e r e  w a s  fence 
to  b u i ld ,  a n d  some h a y  to c u t ;  a n d  he 
w o u l d  like t o  b u i ld  a n o t h e r  r o o m  o n t o  
the ca bin . W a r d  h a d  c e rta in  fa s t id io u s  
instin cts,  a n d  be rebelled i n w a r d l y  at 
e a tin g ,  slee p in g, a n d  c o o k i n g  all in  one 
small r o o m . I h i t  he h a d  not been able 
to  so lve the p r o b le m  o f  e a r n i n g  a l i v ­
ing w h ile  he d i d  all th is — to say n o t h ­
in g  o f  b u y i n g  supplie s. A n d  he re a lly  
needed a te a m  a n d  to o ls ,  i f  he m e a n t  to  
p u t  u p  a n y  h a y .

N o w ,  w i t h  t h a t  p a y  g r a v e l  w i t h i n  
reach a n d  the go ld  r u n n i n g  t w e n t v - f i v e  
cents to the p a n — a n d  the occasional 
t i n y  n u gge ts j u m p i n g  u p  the y i e ld  n o w  
a n d  th e n ,  he c o u ld  g o  a h e ad  a n d  d o  the 
th in g s  he w a n t e d  t o  d o .

S o  he set: to  w o r k  the n e x t  m o r n i n g  
in d e a d  e arnest w i t h  p i c k ,  s h o v e l ,  a n d  
p a n  t o  m a k e  the m o s t  o f  his little fin d .

H e  s h o v e le d  th e  d i r t  a n d  g r a v e l  i n t o  
a g u n n y  s a c k ,  t h r e w  th e  sack as f a r  as 
he c o u ld  o v e r  t h e  ledge at the e nd 
w h e r e  it w a s  n o t  h i d d e n  a n d  c lu tte re d  
w i t h  t h e  c h e r r y  trees a n d  service b e r ­
ries b e l o w ,  a n d  w h e n  it sto p p e d  ro llin g  
he  c a r r ie d  it the rest o f  th e  w a y .  T h e n  
h e  p a n n e d  it in the little c r e e k ,  w a t c h ­
i n g  lik e  a h a w k  f o r  n u g g e ts  a n d  the 
fin e r  g o l d .  I t  w a s  b a c k - b r e a k i n g  w o r k ,  
a n d  he fe l t  t h a t  he e a rn e d  e v e r y  cent 
he g o t .  B u t  the cents w e r e  t h e r e ,  in 
g o o d  g o l d ,  a n d  he w a s  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  
t o  w o r k  f o r  w h a t  he r e ce iv e d in this 
w o r l d .

A f t e r  a c o u ple  o f  w e e k s  he s t o p p e d  
l o n g  e n o u g h  to m a k e  a h u r r i e d  t r i p  t o  
I l a r d u p ,  a little t o w n  f o r t y  miles f a r ­
t h e r  u p  in the hills. I n  the little b a n k  
t h e r e  he e x c h a n g e d  his g o l d  h a r v e s t  
f o r  coin o f  the r e a l m ,  a n d  he w a s  w e ll  
satisfied w i t h  th e  re su lt. I t  w a s  n o t  a 
f o r t u n e ,  n o r  w a s  he l ik e l y  to find on e  in 
the hills. B u t  he b o u g h t  a t e a m , 
w a g o n ,  a n d  harness w i t h  the m o n e y ,  
a n d  he h a d  e n o u g h  l e f t  o v e r  f o r  a t w o  
m o n t h s ’ g r u b s t a k e  a n d  p l e n ty  o f  t o ­
bacco a n d  p a p e r s  a n d  a f e w  m a g a z i n e s .  
T h a t  l e f t  h i m  j u s t  e n o u g h  silve r  to p a y  
R a t t l e r ’ s bill a t  the l i v e r y  stable. N o t h ­
i n g  s t a r t l in g ,  b u t  still n o t  b a d — t h a t  
w o l f - d e n  fin d .

H e  h a d  a d o t  o f  t r o u b le  g e t t in g  his 
w a g o n  to his c la im , b u t  b y  j u d ic i o u s  
d r i v i n g  a n d  the lib e ra l use o f  a lo g  
c h a in  f o r  a r o u g h  l o c k ,  he m a n a g e d  to 
lan d  the w h o l e  o u t fit  in the little flat 
b e f o r e  the cabin w i t h o u t  a n y  m i s h a p .  
A f t e r  t h a t  lie settled d o w n  t o  w o r k  the 
t h i n g  s y s t e m a tic a lly .

O n e  d a y  he w o u l d  p a n  th e  s a n d y  
g r a v e l ,  a n d  th e  n e x t  d a y  he w o u l d  rest 
his, b a c k  d i g g i n g  po stho les o r  s o m e t h in g  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  easy. H e  w o r k e d  f r o m  
d a y b r e a k  u n til  it w a s  t o o  d a r k  t o  see, 
a n d  he n e v e r  l e f t  his claim  e x c e p t  w h e n  
he w e n t  t o  w a s h  g o ld u p  in the g u l c h . 
T h e  w o r l d  m o v e d  o n ,  a n d  he n e it h e r  
k n e w  n o r  cared h o w  it m o v e d ; f o r  the 
t i m e  b e i n g  his w o r l d  h a d  n a r r o w e d
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a m a z i n g l y .  I f  B i l l v  L o u i s e  h a d  n o t 
been d o w n  t h e r e  in t h a t  o t h e r  w o r l d  
he w o u M  scarcely h a v e  g i v e n  it a 
t h o u g h t ,  so a b s o rb e d  w a s  he in the d e ­
l i g h t f u l  ta s k  o f  p u t t i n g  a g o o d ,  solid 
f o u n d a t i o n  u n d e r  his f a v o r i t e  a ir  castle. 
T h a t  fa sc in a te d  h i m ,  he ld h i m  to his 
w o r k  in spite o f  his h u n g e r  to  see h e r ,

\\ eek f o l l o w e d  w e e k  as he f o l l o w e d  
th a t t ltin ,  f l u c t u a t in g  s tre a k  o f  p a y  
g r a v e l  a lo n g  the led ge . S o m e t im e s  it 
w a s  rich e n o u g h  t o  set th e  pulse p o u n d ­
in g  in his t e m p l e s ;  so m e tim e s it w a s 
so p o o r  t h a t  he w a s  disgu ste d t o  the 
p o i n t  o f  a b a n d o n i n g  the w o r k .  B u t  
e v e r y  d a y  he w o r k e d  it y i e ld e d  h i m  
S o m e t h in g — t h o u g h  th e re  w a s  a w e e k  
w h e n  he a v e r a g e d  a b o u t  f i f t y  cents a 
d a y ,  a n d  liv e d  w i t h  a s co w l o n  his face 
— a n d  he k e p t  a t  it .

l i e  w e n t  o u t  in J u n e  a n d  b o u g h t  a 
m o w e r  a n d  r a k e ,  a n d  t h e n  spent p r e ­
cious d a y s  g e t t i n g  t h e m  i n t o  his v a l le y .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  r o a d ,  a n d  he w a s  c o m ­
pelle d t o  h a u l  th e m  in a w a g o n ,  t h r o u g h  
c o u n t r y  w h e r e  n a t u r e  n e v e r  m e a n t  f o u r  
w h e e ls to  pass. H e  h i r e d  a m a n  f o r  a 
m o n t h — one o f  those m i g r a t o r y  i n d i v i d ­
uals w h o  w o r k  f o r  a w e e k  o r  a m o n t h  
in on e  place a n d  t h e n  w a n d e r  o n  till 
t h e ir  m o n e y  is spent— a n d  he d r o v e  th a t 
m a n  as relentlessly as he d r o v e  h i m ­
self .

T o g e t h e r  t h e y  a c c o m p lis h e d  m u c h ,  
w h i l e  the g o l d  p a n  l a y  h i d d e n  u n d e r  a 
b u c k  b r u s h  a n d  W a r d ' s  w a k i n g  m o ­
m e n ts  w e r e  filled w i t h  an u n e a s y  sense 
o f  w a s te d  t im e . S t i l l ,  it w a s  f o r  th e  
g o o d  o f  his ra n c h  a n d  his cattle a n d  
his a ir  castle t h a t  lie to ile d  in th e  g u l c h ,  
a n d  it w a s  n e c e ssa ry t h a t  he s h o u ld  p u t  
u p  w h a t  h a y  he c o u ld .  T h e r e  w o u l d  
be calves to  fe e d n e x t  w i n t e r ,  he h o p e d ; 
a n d  w h e n  the h a r d e s t s t o r m s  cam e his 
horses w o u l d  need a little . T h e  rest o f  
the stock w o u l d  h a v e  t o  ru stle — a n d  it 
w a s  f o r  t h a t  he h a d  chosen this n o o k  
a m o n g  the hills, w h e r e  the w i n d  w o u l d  
sw eep th e  h i g h  slopes hare o f  s n o w  
a n d  th e  gulches w o u l d  g i v e  shelter w i t h

t h e i r  h e a v y  th ic k e ts  o f  q u a k i n g  aspens 
a n d  w i l l o w  a n d  a ld e r .
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O n e  d a y ,  w h e n  the su n  w a s  w a r m  
a n d  th e  b re e z e  tha t filtered d o w n  the 
g o r g e  w as p le a s a n tly  c o o l,  W a r d  
str a ig h te n e d  his a c h in g  h a c k ,  w a d e d  o u t  
to  d r y  g r o u n d ,  a n d  sat d o w n  to rest a 
f e w  m i n u t e s  a n d  m a k e  a s m o k e .  H i s  
interest in the w o r k  h a d  o o z e d  s te ad ily  
since s u n r is e , a n d  le f t  n o t h i n g  h u t the 
b a c k b r e a k i n g  toil . H e  h a d  f o u n d  a 
n u g g e t the size o f  a h a z e l n u t  in the 
se cond p a n  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  so it w a s  n o t  
d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  t h a t  h a d  m a d e  his m o ­
n o t o n o u s  m o v e m e n t s  g r o w  s lo w  a n d  re ­
l u c ta n t.  U n t i l  he h a d  s m o k e d  h a l f  the 
cigare tte  lie h i m s e l f  d id  n o t k n o w  w h a t  
it  w a s  t h a t  ailed h i m .  T h e n  he f l u n g  
u p  his he a d  q u it e  s u d d e n l y ,  a n d  g a v e  a 
s n o r t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

“ H a n g  th e  g o l d ! I ’ m  g o i n g  v i s i t i n g  
f o r  a c h a n g e ! ' ’

H e  conceale d the g o l d  p a n  a n d  his 
p i c k ,  sh o v e l ,  a n d  sacks in th e  c l u m p  o f  
service be rrie s a n d  c h o k e c h e r r ie s  t h a t  
g r e w  a t  the f o o t  o f  the ledge a n d  h i d  
f r o m  v i e w  the h a n k  w h e r e  he d u g  o u t  
his p a y  d i r t .  T h a t  d id  n o t  ta k e  m o r e  
t h a n  t w o  o r  th re e  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  he m a d e  
t h e m  u p  a f t e r  he h a d  s w u n g  i n t o  the 
saddle o n  the f a r t h e r  hillsid e.

I t  w a s  n o t  a g o o d  t r a i l ,  a n d ,  e x c e p t  
f o r  his first e x u l t a n t  rid e  h o m e  t h a t  
w a y ,  he h a d  r id d e n  it at a w a l k .  N o w  
he m a d e  R a t t l e r  t r o t  w h e r e  l o p i n g  w a s  
t o o  r i s k y ; a n d  so he cam e c l a t t e r in g  
d o w n ,  the steep t r a i l  i n t o  the little flat 
beside his ca bin . H e  w o u l d  h a v e  s o m e ­
t h i n g  t o  eat,  a n d  fe e d R a t t l e r  a little 
h a y ,  a n d  t h e n  rid e o n  to  the W o l v e r i n e .  
A n d  n o w  t h a t  he h a d  y i e ld e d  to  his 
h u n g e r  to  see the o n e  p e rs o n  in the 
w o r l d  f o r  w h o m  he fe l t  a n y  t e n d e rn e s s , 
he g r u d g e d  e v e r y  m i n u t e  t h a t  s e p a r a te d  
h i m  f r o m  h e r .  H e  loo se n e d  th e  c in c h  
w i t h  on e  o r  t w o  y a n k s  a n d  le f t  th e  sad-



THE ‘POPULAR MAGAZINE

die o n  R a t t l e r ,  t o  sa ve  t im e ,  l ie  even 
t u r n e d  h i m  loose in the h a y  c o r r a l  w i t h  
th e  b r id le  o f f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  spend the 
e x t r a  m i n u t e s  it w o u l d  tak e  t o  p u t  h i m  
in a  stall a n d  c a r r y  h i m  a f o r k f u l  o f  
h a y .  H e  t h o u g h t  lie w o u l d  n o t  b o t h e r  
t o  start a fire a n d  boil c o l T e c ; lie w o u l d  
eat the s o u r - d o u g h  b r e a d  a n d  f r i e d  r a b ­
bit b a m s  he h a d  ta k e n  ' W i t h  h i m  f o r  
l u n c h ,  a n d  he w o u l d  start d o w n  th e  
cre e k in h a l f  an h o u r .

l i e  f l u n g  o pen th e  d o o r  o f  his cabin 
— a n d  w e n t  w h i t e  w i t h  sheer a s to n is h ­
m e n t .

“  ’ L o ,  W a r d  !"  H i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  been 
s t a n d in g  b e h i n d  the d o o r ,  a n d  she 
j u m p e d  o u t  at h i m ,  l a u g h i n g ,  j u s t  as 
i f  she w e r e  ten y e a r s  o ld ,  in ste a d  o f  
n e a r l y  t w e n t y .

W a r d  t r ie d  to say “  ' L o ,  H i l l s '  in f e -  
t u r n ,  b u t  the w o r d s  w o u l d  n o t com e. 
J I  is lip# t re m b le d  to o  m u c h ,  a n d  his 
vo ice  w as p in c h e d  o u t  in bis t h r o a t .  
11 is m i n d  r e fu s e d  to tell h i m  w h a t  he 
o u g h t  to d o — b u t  bis a r m s  did n o t w a i t  
upoji  bis p a r a l y z e d  m e n ta l  processes. 
T h e y  shot o u t  o f  t h e ir  o w n  a c c o r d ,  
c a u g h t H i l l y  L o u i s e ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  h e r 
close a gainst bis p o u n d i n g  h e a r t .  W a r d  
w a s  startle d a n d  a little sho cke d at w h a t  
be h a d  d o n e ,  b u t  he held h e r  closer a n d  
closer,  u n t il  H i l ly  L o u i s e  w a s g a s p in g .

N e x t ,  W a r d ’ s lips j o i n e d  th e  m u t i n y  
a gainst his re a s o n , an d laid th e m se lv e s 
u p o n  the p a r t e d  lips o f  Hill}- L o u i s e  as 
t h o u g h  t h a t  w a s  w h e r e  th e y b e lo n g e d .

H i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  p r o b a b l y  not e x ­
pected a n y t h i n g  like t h a t — t h o u g h  o f  a 
t r u t h  on e  can n e v e r  s a fe ly  guess at w h a t  
is in the m i n d  o f  a g i r l .  S h e  t r i e d  to 
pu ll  h e r s e lf  fr e e ,  a n d  w h e n  she co u ld 
m a k e  n o  i m p r e s s io n  u p o n  the g r i p  o f  
those a r m s — t h e y  h a d  been g r o w i n g  
muscles o f  iro n  m a n i p u l a t i n g  tha t g o ld  
p a n ,  r e m e m b e r ! — she v e r y  sensibly 
y ie ld e d  t o  n ecessity, a n d  sto o d still.

" S t o p ,  W a r d !  Y o u — I — y o u  h a v e n 't  
a n y  r ig h t  t o -------- ”

" W e i l ,  g i v e  m e  the r i g h t ,  t h e n !”  
W a r d  m a n a g e d  t o  A n d  vo ic e  e n o u g h  t o
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m a k e  the d e m a n d ,  a n d  t h e n  he kissed 
h e r  m a n y  tim es b e f o r e  he a t t e m p t e d  to 
say a n o t h e r  w o r d .

" Y o u ' l l  g i v e  m e  th e  r i g h t ,  w o n ’ t y o u ,  
W i l h e l m i n a ? ”  he m u r m u r e d  a g a in st h e r  
e a r ,  b r u s h i n g  a lo c k  o f  h a i r  a w a y  w i t h  
his lips. " Y o u  k n o w  y o u  b e l o n g  t o  m e ,  
d o n ' t  y o u  ? A n d  I  b e l o n g  t o  y o u — b o d y  
a n d  s o u l. Y o u  k n o w  t h a t ,  d o n ' t  y o u ?  
I ' v e  k n o w n  it e v e r  since th e  w o r l d  w as 
m a d e .  I  k n e w  it  w h e n  C o d  said ' L e t  
th e r e  be l i g h t ’ a n d  th e re  w a s  l ig h t .  Y o u  
w e r e  i t . "

" Y o u  s ill- y  t h i n g -------- ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e
d i d  n o t seem t o  k n o w  w h e t h e r  she 
w a n t e d  t o  la u g h  o r  c r y .  " W h a t  d o  y o u  
t h i n k  y o u ’ re t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  a n y w a y ? ”

" A b o u t  the w a y  the w o r l d  w a s  
m a d e . ”  W a r d  loo se n e d his clasp a l it ­
tle a n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  deep in to  h e r  eyes. 
“ M y  w o r l d ,  I  m e a n .”  M e  b e n t a n d  
kissed h e r  a g a i n ,  g r a v e l y  a n d  v e r y ,  v e r y  
t e n d e r l y .  " O h ,  W i l h e l m i n a ,  y o u  k n o w ”  
— he w a i t e d ,  g a z i n g  d o w n  w i t h  t h a t  in ­
t e n t  l o o k  w h i c h  h a d  a n e w  so ftn e ss b e ­
h i n d  i t — " y o u  k n o w  th e r e 's  n o t h i n g  in 
this w o r l d  h u t  y o u ! A s  f a r  as I ' m  
c o n c e r n e d ,  th e re  isn ’ t. T h e r e  n e v e r  
w ill  b e ."

B i l l y  L o u i s e  r e ac hed u p  h e r  h a n d s  to  
his s h o u ld e rs  a n d  t r ie d  to g i v e  h i m  a 
s h a ke . “ Is  t h a t  w h y  y o u ' v e  stu ck y o u r ­
se lf  in  these hills f o r  t h r e e  w h o l e  
m o n t h s ,  a n d  n e v e r  co m e  n e a r  ? Y o u  
f i b b e r !”

" T h a t ’ s w h y ,  l a d y  g i r l .  I ’ve  been 
s tic k in g  h e r e ,  w o r k i n g  like o n e  son o f  
a g u n — f o r  y o u .  S o  I  c o u ld  h a v e  y o u  
s o o n e r . "  l i e  l i f t e d  his be n t head a n d  
lo o k e d  a r o u n d  the little ca bin  like a m a n  
w h o  ha s j u s t  w a k e n e d  to his s u r r o u n d ­
ing s. " I  k n o c k e d  o f f  w o r k  a little w h i l e  
a g o ,  a n d  I  w a s g o i n g  t o  see y o u .  I  
c o u l d n ’ t sta n d  it a n y  lo n g e r .  A n d — ' 
here y o u  i s s !”  he w e n t  o n ,  g i v i n g  h e r  
s h o u ld e rs  a little s q u e e z e : " A  s tr a ig h t 
case o f  ‘ t w o  souls w i t h  b u t  a single 
t h o u g h t , ’ d o n ’ t y o u  r e c k o n ? ”

B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  b y  a visib le  e f f o r t ,  
b r o u g h t  the s itu a tio n  d o w n  t o  e a rth .
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S h e  t w is t e d  h e r s e lf  f r e e  a n d  w e n t  o v e r  
to the sto ve  a n d  s a v e d  a f r y i n g  pa n  o f  
po tatoes f r o m  b u r n i n g  t o  a cris p.

“ I  d o n ’ t k n o w  a b o u t  v o u r  s o u l ,”  she 
sa id ,  g la n c i n g  b a c k  at h i m .  “ I  h a p p e n  
to  h a v e  t w o  o r  th re e  th o u g h t s  in m i n e .  
O n e  is t h a t  I ' m  h a l f  s t a r v e d .  T h e  sec­
o n d  is th a t y o u ' r e  n o t a c tin g  a b it  n ic e , 
u n d e r  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; n o  p e r f e c t l y  
po lite  y o u n g  m a n  m a k e s  lo v e  to a g i r l  
w h e n  she is s u p p o s e d l y  helpless a n d  u n ­
d e r  his p r o t e c t i o n .”  S h e  sto p p e d  th e re  
to w r i n k l e  h e r  nose at h i m ,  a n d  t w i s t  
h e r m o u t h  h u m o r o u s l y .  ‘ ‘ T h e  t h i r d  
t h o u g h t  is tha t i f  y o u  d o n ’ t b e h a v e . I  
shall g o  s t r a ig h t  h o m e ,  a n d  n e v e r  be 
nice to y o u  a gain . A n d , ”  she a d d e d ,  
g e t t in g  ba ck th e  c o ffe e p o t ,  w h ic h  
lo o k e d  n e w ,  “ the rest o f  m v  soul is on e  
g r e a t  b i g  b lo b  o f  q u e s tio n  m a r k s .  I f  
y o u  can eat a n d  t a l k  at the same t im e ,  
y o u  m a y  tell m e  w h a t  this f r a n t i c  i n ­
d u s t r y  is all a b o u t .  I f  y o u  c a n 't ,  I ’ ll 
h a v e  to  w a i t  till a f t e r  d i n n e r ; n o t  e ve n  
m y  c u r io s i t y  is g o i n g  to  p u n i s h  m y  p o o r  
t u m m y  a n y  l o n g e r .”

S h e  p u l le d  a p a n  o f  biscuits f r o m  
th e  o v e n ,  l i f t e d  t h e m  o u t  o n e  at a t im e  
w i t h  d a i n t y  little n a b s, because t h e y  
w e r e  h o t ,  an d stole a glance n o w  a n d  
the n  at W a r d  f r o m  u n d e r  h e r  e y e b r o w s .

W a r d  sto o d  a n d  lo o k e d  at h e r  u n t il  
the f o o d  w a s  all on the ta b le ,  h e  w a s  
b r e a t h i n g  u n n a t u r a l l y ,  a n d  his j a w s  
w e r e  set h a r d  t o g e t h e r .  W h e n  she 
p u s h e d  a b o x  u p  to  t h e  table a n d  sat 
d o w n  u p o n  it a n d  rested h e r  e lb o w s o n  
the o ilclo th  a n d  lo o k e d  s tr a ig h t at h i m ,  
w i t h  h e r  chin nested in h e r  t w o  p a lm s ,  
he d r e w  a l o n g  b r e a t h ,  h u n c h e d  his 
s h o u ld e rs w i t h  som e m e n t a l  s u r r e n d e r ,  
a n d  g r i n n e d  w r y l y .

“ S o  he i t , ”  he y i e ld e d ,  t h r o w i n g  his 
h a t u p o n  th e  b u n k ,  “ I  k i n d a  o v e r ­
p l a y e d  m y  h a n d ,  a n y w a y .  I  m o s t  h u m ­
b l y  a sk y o u r  p a r d o n !”  H e  b o w e d  f a r ­
c ic a lly ,  a n d  t o o k  u p  th e  w a s h b a s in  f r o m  
its b e n c h  j u s t  ou tside  the d o o r .

“ Y o u  see, W i l l i a m  L o u i s a , ”  he w e n t  
o n  q u i z z i c a l l y ,  w h e n  he h a d  seated h i m ­

self  o p p o s ite  h e r  a n d  w a s  h e l p i n g  h i m ­
se lf to the p o t a to e s ,  “ w h e n  a y o u n g  l a d y  
i n v a d e s  stra n g e  t e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  hides b e ­
h i n d  s tr a n g e  d o o r s ,  a n d  j u m p s  o u t  at 
a n  u n s u s p e c t in g  b u t  t e r r i b l y  w e l l - m e a n ­
i n g  y o u n g  m a n ,  she’ s a pt to  get a s u r ­
p r is e . W h e n  e m o tio n s  a r c  b o t t le d -------- ”

“ N e v e r  m i n d  the b o t t le d  e m o t io n s —■ 
I ’ d  like  so m e  p o ta to e s ,  i f  y o u  d o n ’t w a n t  
t h e m  all.  I  sec y o u  h a v e n ’t the fa in t e s t  
idea h o w  t o  tr e a t a g u e s t.  C h a r l i e  F o x  
w o u l d  h a v e  die d  b e f o r e  he w o u l d  help 
h i m s e l f  a n d  set d o w n  the disli a w a y  
o u t  o f  m y  re a c h . Y o u  c o u ld  stic k pin s 
i n t o  h i m  till  he h o w l e d ,  b u t  y o u  c o u l d n 't  
m a k e  h i m  be r u d e  t o  a l a d y . ”

“ I ’ d su re  l i k g  t o , ”  m u t t e r e d  W a r d  
a m b i g u o u s l y ,  a n d  h a n d e d  h e r  e v e r y  bit  
o f  f o o d  w i t h i n  his re ac h.

“ Y o u  can t a l k  a n d  eat a t  th e  same 
t i m e ,  I  see. S o  tell m e  w h a t  y o u ’v e  
been d o i n g  all this w h i l e . ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
sp o ke  l i g h t l y ,  e v e n  f l i p p a n t l y — b u t  h e r  
eyes m a d e  lo v e  t o  h i m  s h y l y ,  w h e t h e r  
she k n e w  it o r  n o t .

“ W o r k i n g , ”  a n s w e r e d  W a r d  p r o m p t ­
l y  a n d  b r i e f l y .  H e  wTas t h i n k i n g  at the 
ra te  o f  a m ill io n  t h o u g h t s  a m i n u t e ,  it 
se emed to  h i m ,  a n d  he wras a f r a i d  to 
let g o  o f  h i m s e l f  a n d  say w h a t  he 
t h o u g h t .  O n e  t h i n g  he k n e w  b e y o n d  
all d o u b t ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  t h a t  he m u s t  be 
c a r e f u l  o r  he w o u l d  see his a ir  castle 
b l o w - u p  in  sm all  f r a g m e n t s  a n d  com e 
dow-n a ho peless r u i n .  H e  nee de d tim e  
t o  t h i n k ,  a n d  B i l l y  L o u i s e  wras n o t  g i v -  
i n g  h i m  a m i n u t e ,  e v e n . S o  he c lu tc h e d  '  
a t  twro  decisions wdiich instin ct t o ld  
h i m  m i g h t  h e lp  h i m  w i n  to  s a f e t y :  H e  
w o u l d  n o t  m a k e  l o v e ,  a n d  he W o u l d  n o t 
tell B i l l y  L o u i s e  a b o u t  th e  g o l d .

“ W o r k i n g — w e l l ,  so h a v e  I .  B u t  
w o r k i n g  at w h a t  ? D i d  y o u  h i r e  o u t  to 
J u n k i n s  a g a i n ?  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  said y o u  
w o u l d n ’ t till fa ll  ?”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  w a s 
w a t c h i n g  W a r d  r a t h e r  clo sely,  p e r h a p s  
to  see h o w  f a r  she m i g h t  t r u s t  his re ­
c o v e r e d  i n s c r u t a b i li t y .  “ W h y  d o n ’ t 
y o u  s h o w  some h u m a n  in q u is itiv e n e s s  
a b o u t  m y  b e i n g  h e r e ? ”  she a ske d  i rr e lc -
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v a n t l y ,  j u s t  as W a r d  w a s  h a s t il y  c h o o s­
i n g  h o w  he w o u l d  a n s w e r  h e r  w i t h o u t  
s a y in g  t o o  much..

“ ft  w o u l d n ' t  be p o lite  to  he in q u i s i ­
t iv e  a b o u t a l a d y ,  w o u l d  i t ? ”  W a r d  re ­
t o r t e d ,  t h a n k f u l  f o r  the c ha n ge  o f  s u b -
j * t - T

” N o - o — b u t  t h e n  y o u  n e v e r  b o t h e r  
a b o u t  b e i n g  j u s t  p o l i t e !  C h a r l i e  F o x  
w o u l d --------”

“ C h a r l i e  F o x  w o u l d  t h i n k  y o u  came 
to see h i m , ”  W a r d  asserted u n c h a r i ­
t a b ly .  “ M y  h e a d  is n ’ t sw elled t o  th a t 
e x t e n t .  W h y  d i d  y o u  c o m e , a n y w a y ? ”

“ T o  see y o u ” -— H i l l y  L o u i s e  lost h e r 
n e r v e  w h e n  she s a w  the l ig h t  leap i n t o  
his eyes— “ t o  see w h e t h e r  y o u  w e r e  
dead o r  n o t , ”  she re vise d  h a s t il y ,  “ so 
m o m n i i e  w o u l d  stop w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  
y o u .  M o n n n i e  has pestered the l ife  
o u t  o f  m e  f o r  the last m o n t h ,  t h i n k i n g  
y o u  m i g h t  he sick o r  h u r t  o r  so m e ­
th in g .  S o — I  w a s r i d i n g  u p  this w a y ,  
a n y w a y ,  a n d -------- ”

“ I  see I ’ ll h a v e  to  rid e  d o w n  a n d  
p r o v e  to  m o n n n i e  th a t I in v e r y  m u c h  
a li v e .  I ' m  sure g la d  to k n o w  th a t s o m e ­
b o d y  takes an interest in m e — as i f  I  
w e r e  a  real h u m a n . ”  W a r d ’ s eyes 
w a t c h e d  f u r t i v e l y  h e r  f a c e ,  b u t  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  r e fu s e d  e v e n  to n ib ble  a t  the 
bait.

“ W h y  d i d n ’ t y o u  c o m e  b e f o r e ,  t h e n ?  
Y o u  k n o w  m o m n i ie  likes to h a v e  y o u . ”

“ I I o w  a b o u t  m o m m i e ’ s child  ?”  
W a r d ’ s l o o k  w a s  d a n g e r o u s  to  his g o o d  
resolu tion s.

“ L i s t e n  h e re , W a r d . ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
to o k  r e f u g e  b e h i n d  h e r  te r rib le  f r a n k ­
ness. “ I f  y o u  m a k e  l o v e  I  w o n ’ t like 
y o u  h a l f  as w e ll ,  i  m i g h t  h a v e  k n o w n  
better t h a n  to — to  startle y o u .  Y o u  al­
w a y s ,  e t e r n a l ly ,  d o  s o m e t h in g  n o b o d y ’ d 
e v e r  d ream  o f  y o u r  d o in g . T h e  first 
t im e ,  w h e n  1 t h r e w  tha t ch ip ,  y o u  p u lle d
a g u n  o n  m e -------- ”  T h e  vo ic e  o f  B i l l y
L o u i s e  squ e e ze d d o w n  to  a w is p  o f  a 
w h is p e r .  H e r  eyes w e r e  r e m o r s e f u l .  
‘ ‘ O h ,  W a r d ,  T d i d n ’ t m e a n  t o — t o ------- ”

“ I t ’ s all r i g h t .  I ’ ve g o t  it c o m i n g .”

I t  w as as i f  a m a s k  h a d  d r o p p e d  b e ­
f o r e  W a r d ’ s fe a t u r e s .  E v e n  his eyes 
l o o k e d  s tr a n g e  a n d  h a r d  in t h a t  fa ce 
o f  set m u scles, t h i n ,  h i t l e r  l ip s,  a n d  
q u i v e r i n g  n o s t rils ,  t o  s h o w  t h a t  th e re  
w a s  fe e l in g  b e h in d  it all.  “ I  see w h e r e  
y o u ’ re r i g h t ,  W i l l i a m .  Y o u  n e e d n ’ t be 
a f r a i d — I  w o n ’t m a k e  l o v e  a g a i n .”

B i l l y  L o u i s e  lo o k e d  as t h o u g h  she 
w a n t e d  t o  heat s o m e t h in g — h e r s e l f ,  
m o s t  l i k e l y .  S h e  stared as t h e y  stare 
w h o  w a t c h  f r o m  the d o c k  w h i l e  a l o v e d  
o n e  slips f a r t h e r  a n d  f a r t h e r  a w a y  o n  
a v o y a g e  f r o m  w h i c h  th e re  m a y  be n o  
r e t u r n ; o n l y  B i l l y  L o u i s e  w a s  n o t  one 
t o  w a t c h  a n d  d o  n o t h i n g  else.

“ N o w ,  W a r d ,  d o n ’ t  be s i l l y .”  T h e  
f r i g h t  in h e r  v o ic e  w a s o v e r l a i d  w i t h  a 
sh a r p e n e d  te n d e rn e s s . " Y o u  k n o w  p e r ­
f e c t l y  w e ll  I  d i d n ’ t m e a n  t h a t.  Y o u ' r e  
o n l y  p r o v i n g  tha t in the h u m a n  p r o b ­
lem  y o u ’ re raised t o --------  S l o p  l o o k i n g
d a r n i n g  needles at t h a t  c o ffe e p o t ,  a n d  
listen h e r e ! "  B i l l y  L o u i s e  lea n e d o v e r  
the table a n d  c a u g h t  at his n earest 
h a n d ,  w h i c h  w a s a closed fist. W i t h  
h e r  o w n  little fingers d i g g i n g  pe rs is t­
e n t ly  i n t o  th e  tense d m u scles, she p r i e d  
the fist o p e n .  " W a r d ,  b e h a v e  y o u r s e l f  
o r  I ' l l  g o  s t r a ig h t  h o m e !”

S h e  h e ld his str a ig h te n e d  fi n ge rs in 
h e r  o w n ,  a n d  d r e w  a s h a r p  b r e a t h  b e ­
cause t h e y  l a y  i n e r t — de a d  t h in g s  so 
f a r  as a n y  response cam e to h e r  c l a s p ; 
th e  first a n d  m i d d l e  fingers y e l lo w e d  a 
little f r o m  cigare tte s,  the nails s o ft  a n d  
p i n k  f r o m  m u c h  i m m e r s i o n  in w a t e r .  
A  tale t h e y  t o l d ,  i f  B i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  
been p a y i n g  a tt e n t io n .

“ W a r d ,  y o u  c e r t a i n ly  a re — the l i m i t ! 
Y o u  k n o w  as w e ll  as T d o  t h a t  t h a t  
d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  a p a r tic le  o f  d iffe r e n c e . 
I f  I  h a d  been a h o y  instead o f  a g i r l ,  
a n d  h a d  b u c k e d  the w o r l d  f o r  a l i v i n g ,  
I ’ d p r o b a b l y  h a v e  d o n e  w o r s e — a n d ,  
a n y w a y ,  it d o e s n ’t  m a tte )'!”  H e r  vo ice  
raised as i f  she w e r e  g r o w i n g  de spe ra te . 
“ I — I — like  y o u — t o  pieces, W a r d ,  a n d  
I ’ d — I ’ d r a t h e r  m a r r y — y o u — th a n  a n y  
o n e  else. B u t  I  d o n 't  w a n t  to t h i n k
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a b o u t  t h a t  f o r  a l o n g  w h i l e .  I  d o n ' t  
w a n t  t o  be e n g a g e d , o r — o r  a n y  d i f f e r ­
ent th a n  th e  w a y  w e ’ ve been . I t  w a s  
g o o d  to be j u s t — pals. I t  w a s  lik e  m y  
p r e t e n d  W a r d .  1— I a lw a y s  w a n t e d  
h i m — to love m e ,  b u t  I  w o u l d n ’ t p l a y  
th a t h e — t o ld  m e ,  W a r d .  O h ,  d on 't  
y o u  s e e d "  S h e  sh u t h e r  teeth h a r d  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  because i f  she h a d n 't  she w o u l d  
h a v e  been c r y i n g  in a n o t h e r  ten sec- 
o n d s .

"  1 see.”  W a r d  spoke d u l l y ,  e v e n l y ,  
a n d  he still stared at the c o ffe e po t w i t h  
tha t gim le t g a z e  o f  his tha t m a d e  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  w a n t  to  sc re a m . “ I  see a w h o le  
lot t h a t  I ’ d been s h u t t i n g  m y  eyes to . 
W h y  d o n ’ t y o u  feel i n s u lte d-------- ”

" W a r d  W a r r e n ,  i f  y o u ’ re g o i n g  t o  act 
like a— -a— — ”  I  suspect th a t B i l l y
L o u i s e ,  in h e r  d e s p e r a t io n ,  w a s t e m p t e d  
to use a s w e a r  w o r d ,  b u t  she resisted 
the t e m p t a t i o n .  S h e  g o t u p  a n d  w e n t  
a r o u n d  to  h i m ,  hesitated w h il e  she 
lo o k e d  d o w n  at his set fa c e , d r e w  a lo n g  
b r e a t h ,  a n d  b l in k e d  ba ck so m e  tears o f  
s e lf - r e p r o a c h  because o f  the 'd e v i ls  o f  
m e m o r y  she hail u n w i t t i n g l y  t u r n e d  
loose to  gibe at this m a n .

" T h i s  is w h y , ”  she said s o f t l y ;  a n d .  
le a n in g ,  she pressed h e r  lips d o w n  u p o n  
his h i tt e r  o n e s ,  a n d  let t h e m  lie th e re  
f o r  a d o z e n  he a rtb e ats.

W a r d ’s face r e l a x e d ,  a n d  his eyes 
w e n t  to  hers w i t h  the h u n g r y  t e n d e r ­
ness she h a d  seen so o f t e n  th e r e . l i e  
leaned his head against h e r  a n d  t h r e w  
u p  tut a r m  to clasp her close. H e  did 
not say a w o r d .

“ A f t e r  I h a v e  k -k is s e d  a  m a n . ”  said 
B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  s t r u g g l i n g  ba ck t o  h e r  
o ld ,  w h im s ic a l  m a n n e r ,  " i t  w o n ’ t he a 
hit po lite  f o r  h i m  to h a v e  a n y  do u b ts 
o f  m v  feelin gs t o w a r d  h i m ,  o r  m y  b e ­
lie f  in h i m ,  o r  his b e lie f  in h i m s e l f . ”  
H e r  fingers ta n g le d  the m se lve s in his 
h a i r ,  j u s t  w h e r e  the w a v e  w a s the m o s t  
p r o n o u n c e d .

S h e  ha d d r a w n  the p o is o n . X o w  she 
set h e rse lf to restore a p e r f e c t l y  n o r ­
m a l a tm o s p h e r e .

" H e ’ s g o i n g  t o  be j u s t  e x a c t l y  the 
same g o o d  pal he  w a s  b e f o r e , ”  she 
w e n t  o n ,  s p e a k i n g  softlya “ A n d  h e ’ s 
g o i n g  to b r i n g  so m e  w a t e r  so I  can w a s h  
th e  dishes, a n d  the n  b r i n g  B l u e  so 1 can 
g o  h o m e ,  a n d  he i s n ’ t g o i n g  t o  say a 
single t h i n g  m o r e  a b o u t — a n y t h i n g  that 
m a t te r s  t w o  w h o o p s . ”

W a r d ' s  clasp t ig h te n e d  a n d  t h e n  g r e w  
loose. L i e  d r e w  a l o n g  b r e a t h ,  a n d  let 
h e r  g o .

“ Y o u  do like m e — a little b i t ,  d o n 't  
y o u ? ”  J l i s  eyes w e r e  like  the eyes o f  
th e  d a m n e d  a s k i n g  f o r  w a t e r .

" 1  like y o u  t w o  little b i t s .”  B il l y  
L o u i s e  took' his fa ce b e t w e e n  h e r  tw>> 
p a lm s  a n d  sm ile d d o w n  at h i m  b r a v e l y ,  
w i t h  th e  p u r e  c a n d o r  t h a t  w a s  a pa rt 
o f  h e r .  “ B u t  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  us t o  he 
a n y t h i n g  b u t  p a l s ;  n o t  f o r  a l o n g  w h il e .  
I t ’ s so g o o d ,  j u s t  b e in g  f r i e n d s .  A n d  
once w e  get a w a y  f r o m  t h a t  p o i n t ,  w e 
c a n 't  g o  ba ck t o  it a g a i n ,  e v e r .  A n d  
I ’ m  su re  i t ’ s g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  be w o r t h  
w h il e  m a k i n g  it last as l o n g  as w e  can. 
S o  n o w --------”

“ I t ’ s g o i n g  to  be q u it e  a c o n t r a c t ,  
W i l h e l m i n a . ”  W a r d  still l o o k e d  at h e r ,  
w i t h  his h e a rt  in his eyes.

" O h ,  n o ,  it w o n ’t .  Y o u ’v e  h a d  lots 
o f  p r a c t ic e ,”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  a ssu re d  h i m  
c o n t i n e n t l y ;  a n d  began p u t t i n g  the f e w  
dishes in a n e a t little pile. " A n d ,  a n t ­
w a y ,  y o u  are p e r f e c t l y  able to  h a n d le  
a n y  k i n d  o f  a c o n t r a c t .  .A ll  y o u  need 
d o  is m a k e  u p  y o u r  m i n d .  A n d  t h a t ’ s 
m a d e  u p  a lr e a d y .  S o  th e  n e x t  t h i n g  on 
the p r o g r a m  is to  b r i n g  a b u c k e t o f  w a ­
te r.  D i d  y o u  n otice a n y th in g ; d iffe r e n t 
a b o u t y o u r  cabin? 1 t h o u g h t  yo u  
b r a g g e d  to  m e  a b o u t  b e in g  such a g o o d  
h o u s e k e e p e r !  W h y .  y o u  h a d n ’ t sw ept 
the f l o o r ,  e v e n ,  since go o d n e ss k n o w s  
w h e n .  A n d  I ' v e  m a d e  u p  a b u n d l e  o f  
y o u r  d i r t y  shirts a n d  th in g s  tha t 1 
f o u n d  u n d e r  the b e d ,  a n d  I ’ m  g o i n g  to 
ta k e  t h e m  h o m e  an d let Phn e b e  w a s h  
t h e m . S h e  can d o  t h e m  this e v e n i n g  
a n d  h a v e  t h e m  r e a d y  f o r  y o u  to b r i n g  
b a c k  t o - m o r r o w .  W h e n  I  w a s  a k i d
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a n d  w e n t  to  see M a r t h y  a n d  J a s e ,  I  
use d to p r o m i s e  t h e m  cookies w i t h  
‘ raisin gs' in the m i d d l e .  I  t h o u g h t  th e r e  
\va~ U ' ' t h i n g  b e tte r  in th e  w o r l d .  I  w a s  
j u s t  t h i n k i n g — I ’ ll m a y b e  b a k e  y o u . som e 
cookies w i t h  raisins o n  t o p .  to  b r i n g  
h o m e . Y o u  d o n ’ t seem to  w a s t e  m u c h  
t im e  c o o k i n g  s t u ff .  B a c o n  a n d  beans, 
a n d  po tatoes a n d  s o u r - d o u g h  b r e a d —  
th a t seems to be y o u r  r e g u l a r  bill o f  
f a r e .  A n d  t o m a t o e s  f o r  S u n d a y .  I  
r e c k o n — I. sa w  so me e m p t y  cans o u t ­
side. D o n ’ t  y o u  e v e r  feel like  c o m i n g  
d o w n  to the ra n c h  a n d  g e t t i n g  a sq u a re  
meal ?”

“ O h ,  y o u  W i l l i a m  t h e  C o n q u e r o r ! ”  
W a r d  sto o d w i t h  the w a t e r  b u c k e t  in his 
h a n d *  a n d  lo o k e d  at h e r  w it h  th a t smile 
h id d e n  j u s t  b e h i n d  his lip s a n d  his eyes. 
“ Y o u  su re sake h o w  to m a k e  thin gs 
co m e  y o u r  w a y ,  d o n ’ t y o u ? "  l i e  sta rte d  
f o r  the d o o r ,  sto p p e d  w i t h  his toes o v e r  
the t h r e s h o ld ,  ami lo o k e d  ba ck at h e r .  
“ I f  I  k n e w  h o w  t o  get w h a t  I  w a n t  
as easily as y o u  d o , "  he said , " w e ’ d 
be m a r r i e d  a n d  b e e p i n g  hou se b e fo r e  
t o - m o r r o w  n i g h t ! ”  H e  l a u g h e d  g r i m l y  
at th e  start she g a v e .  “ A s  it  is, y o u ’ re 
the d o c t o r ,  W i l l i a m  L o u i s a .  W e  re ­
m a in  m e r e  f r i e n d s ! ”  W i t h  t h a t ,  he 
w e n t  o f f  to the creek.

l i e  w a s  g o n e  at least f o u r  tim e s  as 
l o n g  as w a s  n e c e s s a ry ,  b u t  he came 
ba ck w h i s t l i n g ,  a n d  he d id  n o t m a k e  
1;j\e to  h e r e x c e p t w i t h  his eyes.

C H A P T E R  X I I .
T i l t s  t 'Al ,  iU >1 X I'.SS.

“ Y o u ' v e  g o t (pute a lot o f  h a y  p u t  
u p ,  I  se e,”  L i l l y  L o u i s e  r e m a r k e d ,  w h e n  
t h e y  w e r e  l e a v in g .

" S u r e .  1 told y o u  I ’ v e  been w o r k ­
i n g .”  W a r d ’ s tone w a s  c h e e r fu l  to  the 
p o i n t  o f  e x u b e r a n c e .  l i e  fe lt  as t h o u g h  
he co u ld  w o r k  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  n o w ,  w i t h  
the m e m o r y  o f  L i l l y  L o u i s e ’ s lips u p o n  
his o w n .

“ Y o u  n e v e r  p u t  u p  t h a t  h a y  a io n e ,”  
she to ld  h i m  b l u n t l y ,  “ a n d  y o u  n e e d n ’ t

t r y  t o  m a k e  m e  believe y o u  d i d .  I  k n o w  
b e t t e r !”

“ H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  ?”  W a r d  g la n c e d  
o v e r  his s h o u ld e r  at the s tac k, the n  
h u m o r o u s l y  at h e r .  l i e  r e c o g n iz e d  the 
f u t i l i t y  o f  t r y i n g  t o  fo o l  B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  
b u t  he w a s  in th e  m o o d  t o  tease h e r ,  

“ H u m p h ! I ’ ve  h e lpe d stack h a y  m y ­
s e lf ,  i f  y o u  please. I  ca n tell a o n e -  
m a n  stack w h e n  I  see it . W h o  d i d  y o u  
g e t t o  h e l p — T u n k i n s ? ”

“ N o ,  a h a l f - b a k e d  h o b o  I  r a n  across. 
I  h a d  h i m  h e re  a m o n t h . ”

” 0 1 i ! A r c  those y o u r  horses d o w n  
th e r e ?  T h e y  c a n 't  b e .”  L a s t  A p r i l ,  
B i l l } - L o u i s e  h a d  been v e r y  w e ll  i n ­
f o r m e d  as t o  W a r d ' s  resources. S h e  
w a s  e v i d e n t l y  t r y i n g  t o  m a t c h  h e r 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e ir  w e ll - d e fi n e d  l i m i t a ­
tio n s w i t h  w h a t  she sa w  n o w  o f  p r o s ­
p e r i t y  in its first stages.

“ T h e y  a r e ,  t h o u g h .  A  d a n d y  span 
o f  m a r e s . I  g o t  a b a r g a i n ,  t h e r e .”

L i l l y  L o u i s e  p o n d e r e d  a m i n u t e .  
“ W a r d ,  y o u  a r e n 't  g o i n g  i n t o  d e b t,  are 
y o u ? "  H e r  tone w a s  a n x i o u s .  " I t ’ s 
so b ea st ! v  h a r d  t o  ge t o u t ,  once y o u ' r e  
i n !”

“ I  d o n ’t  o w e  a n y b o d y  a r e d  c e n t,  W i l -  
lia m  L o u i s a .  I l o n e s t ! ”

“ W e l l ,  h u t -------- ”  L i l l y  L o u i s e  l o o k e d
at h i m  f r o m  u n d e r  p u c k e r e d  b r o w s .

W a r d  l a u g h e d  o d d l y .  “ I ’v e  been 
w o r k i n g ,  W i l l i a m .  L a s t  s p r i n g — I —  
l im it e d  w o l v e s  f o r  a w h i l e ; o ld  o n e s, 
a n d  dens. T h e y ’ d kille d  a cou ple o f  
calves f o r  m e ,  a n d  I  g o t  o u t  a f t e r  t h e m . 
I — m a d e  g o o d  at i t ,  t h e  b o u n t y  cou n ts 
u p  p.retty fa s t ,  y o u  k n o w . ”

“ Y c s - s ,  it d o e s .”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  b i t  
h e r  lips t h o u g h t f u l l y ,  t u r n e d  a n d  lo o k e d  
b a c k  at the h a y s t a c k ,  at th e  l o n g  line 
o f  n e w  w i r e  fe n c e ,  a n d  a t  th e  t w o  
h e a v y - s e t  m a r e s  f e e d i n g  c o n t e n te d ly  
a lo n g  the c re e k. “ T h e r e  m u s t  be m o n e y  
in w o l v e s , ”  she r e m a r k e d  e v e n l y .

“ T h e r e  is. A t  least , I  m a d e  g o o d  
m o n e y  h u n t i n g  t h e m . ”  T h e  smile w a s  
h i d i n g  b e h in d  W a r d ’ s lips a g a i n ,  a n d  
t h r e a t e n i n g  to c o m e  b o l d l y  t o  th e  s u r -
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fa c e . “ T h e y  h a v e n ’ t b o t h e r e d  y o u  a n y ,  
1 hope ?”  *

“ N o , ”  said B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  “ t h e y  
h a v e n ’ t,  I  guess t h e y  m u s t  b e  all u p  
y o u r  w a y . ”

L o r  the l ife  o f  h i m ,  W a r d  c o u ld  n o t 
tell to  a c e r t a i n t y  w h e t h e r  th e re  w a s  
sarcasm in h e r  to n e ,  o r  w h e t h e r  she 
spo ke  in p e r f e c t  inn o ce n ce . T h e  
s h r e w d e s t  o f  us deceive o u r s e lv e s  
so m e tim e s. W a r d  m i g h t  h a v e  k n o w n  
he c o u ld  n o t  fo o l  B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  w h o  h a d  
c a r e w o r n  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  the cost o f  
ra n c h  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  c o u ld  fig u re  
a lm o s t the e x a c t  n u m b e r  o f  w o l f  b o u n ­
ties it w o u l d  tak e  to  pa)'  f o r  w h a t  he’ 
h a d  p u t  in to  his c la im . S t il l ,  he w a s  
r ig h t  in t h i n k i n g  she w o u l d  n o t q u i z  
h i m  b e y o n d  a ce rtain  p o i n t .  S he 
seemed to  h a v e  reached th a t p o in t  quite 
s u d d e n l y ,  f o r  she d id  n o t  say a n o t h e r  
w o r d  a b o u t  W a r d ’s a ffa ir s .

" W h a t  a ll ’ s been h a p p e n i n g  in t h e , 
w o r l d ,  a n y  w a y  he a s k e d ,  wh.cn t h e y
h a d  e x h a u s t e d  so m e  v e r y  t r i v i a l  s u b ­
jects. “ Y o u r  w o r l d ,  I  m e a n .  A n y ­
t h in g  n e w  o r  s t a r t lin g  ta k e n  p l a c e : ’ ’

“ N o t  a th in g .  M a r t h y  w a s  d o w n  last 
w e e k  a n d  spent the dat' w it h  us.  I  
n e v e r  sa w  a n y b o d y  chan ge as m u c h  as 
she has. S h e  loo k s a lm o s t n e a t ,  these 
d a y s . A n d  she c a n ’ t talk a b o u t  a n y ­
t h i n g  b u t  C h a r l i e ,  a n d  h o w  w e ll  lie’ s 
d o i n g .  S h e  lets h i m  d o  m o s t  o f  the 
m a n a g i n g ,  T t h i n k .  A n d  he h a d  some 
m o n e y  l e f t  to h i m  this s p r i n g ,  a n d  has 
put it in to  cattle,  l i e  b o u g h t  qu ite  a 
lot o f  m i x e d  stock f r o m  S e a b e d : ,  a n d  
so me f r o m  W i n t e r s  a n d  N e l s o n ,  M a r t h y  
savs. T passed so me o f  his cattle c o m ­
i n g  u p . ”

“ f i n i n g  to h a v e  a r iv a l  in th e  b u s i ­
ness, a m  T ?”  W a r d  la u g h e d .  “ I  w as 
f i g u r i n g  on b e i n g  the o n l y  t h r i v i n g  
y o u n g  cattle k i n g  in this n e ck o f  th e  
w o o d s ,  m y s e l f . ”

“ W e l l ,  C h a r l i e ’ s in a f a i r  w a y  to  beat 
y o u  to it . T w i s h , ”  sighed B il l y  L o u i s e ,  
“ som e k i n d  p e rs o n  w o u l d  leave m e  a 
b u n c h  o f  m o n e y .  D o n ’ t y o u ?  C a t t l e

are c o m i n g  u p  a little  all th e  t i m e .  I ’ d 
l ik e  to  o w n  a lot m o r e  t h a n  I  d o . ”

“ W e l l ,  w e -------- ”  W a r d  sto ppe d a n d
r e c o n s id e re d . “ I f  w o l f i n g  c o n tin u e s  to 
p a y  like  it lias d o n e .”  lie said , w i t h  a 
t w i t c h  o f  the lip s,  “ I  in t e n d  to  stick 
m y  little Y 6  m o n o g r a m  o n  a f e w  m o r e  
c o w h id e s  b e f o r e  s n o w  flies, W i l l i a m .  
A n d  w h e n  y o u ’ve  h a d  e n o u g h  o f  this 
‘ f r i e n d ’ bu sin ess-------- ”

“ O h ,  b y  t h a t  t im e  w e ’ ll all he ric h !’ ’ 
B i l l y  L o u i s e  de c la re d  l i g h t l y ,  a n d  f o r  a 
w o n d e r  W a r d  w a s  w ise  e n o u g h  t o  let 
t h a t  close the su bje ct.

“ W e ’ re g e t t i n g  n e ig h b o r s  d o w n  b e ­
l o w ,  t o o , ”  she o b s e r v e d  la t e r .  “ I  d i d n ’ t 
tell y o u  t h a t .  D o w n  th e  r i v e r  a f e w  
m iles. T h e  c o u n t r y  is se ttlin g  u p  all th e  
t i m e , ”  she sighe d. “ P r e t t y  soon th e r e  
w o n ’ t he a n y  m o r e  w ild e r n e s s  l e f t .  I  
l ike  it u p  w h e r e  y o u ’v e  lo c a te d . T h a t  
w ill  s t a y  w i l d  f o r e v e r ,  w o n ’ t it? T h e y  
c a n ’ t  p l a n t  spu ds o n  tho se  h ills ,  a n y ­
w a y .

“ A n d — did y o u  h e a r ,  W a r d  ? S e a -  
he ck a n d  some o f  the o th e r s  h a v e  been 
lo s in g  s to ck, t h e y  s a y . Y o u  k n o w  
M a r t h y  lost f o u r  sa lves last f a l l ,  b y  
som e m e a n s . C h a r l i e  F o x  w a s  t e r r i ­
b l y  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  it,  t h o u g h  it w a s  his 
o w n  f a u l t ,  a n d — w e ll ,  I  t h o u g h t  at th e  
tim e  som e on e  h a d  t a k e n  t h e m ,  a n d  I  
t h i n k  so still. A n d  j u s t  the o t h e r  d a y  
o n e  o f  S c a b e c k ’ s m e n  s to p p e d  at the 
r a n c h  a n d  he t o l d  m e  t h e y ’ re s h y  som e 
c o w s  a n d  calv es. T h e y  c a n ’ t i m a g i n e  
w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y ’ re l y ­
i n g  l o w  a n d  n o t  s a y in g  a n y t h i n g  m u c h  
a b o u t  it . Y o u  h a v e n ’ t h e a r d  o r  seen 
a n y t h i n g ,  h a v e  y o u ,  W a r d  ?”

“ I ’v e  stu ck so close t o  t h e  hills I  
h a v e n ’t h e a r d  o r  seen a n y t h i n g , ”  W a r d  
a ffi r m e d . “ I t ’ s a m a z i n g  t h e  w a y  the 
d a y s  slip by w h e n  a f e l l o w ’ s b u s y  all 
th e  t im e . E x c e p t  f o r  t w o  t r ip s  o u t  the 
o t h e r  w a y ,  t o  H a r d u p ,  I  h a v e n ’t been 
th r e e  miles f r o m  m y  c la im  all s p r i n g ."

“ H a r d u p — t h a t ’ s w h e r e  t h e  b a n k  
w a s  r o b b e d ,  a f e w  w e e k s  a g o ,  is n ’ t  it? 
T h e  stage d r i v e r  t o l d  m e  a b o u t  i t . ”
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“ I  d o n ’t  k n o w ; I  h a d n ’ t h e a r d  a n y ­
t h i n g  a b o u t  it . I  h a v e n ’ t been there 
f o r  a m o n t h  a n d  m o r e , ”  said W a r d  
e asily. “ N e a r e r  t w o  m o n t h s ,  c o m e  to 
t h i n k  o f  it . I  w a s  the re  a f t e r  a m o w e r  
a n d r a k e  a n d  some w i r e . ”

“ O h ! ”  I till v  L o u i s e  g la n c e d  at h i m  
s ide lo n g, a n d  a d d e d  several m o r e  w o lv e s  
to  the n u m b e r  she h a d  m e n t a l l y  p u t  
d o w n  t o  W a r d ’ s cre d it .

W a r d  t w i s t e d  in the saddle so t h a t  
he fa c e d  h e r ,  a n d  his eyes w e r e  d a n c ­
in g  w i t h  m i s c h ie f .  “ H o n e s t ,  W i l l i a m ,  
I ' m  not w a d i n g  i n t o  d e b t. E v e r y  cent 
I 'v e  p u t  in to  t h a t  place this s u m m e r  I  

m a d e  h u n t i n g  w o lv e s .  T h a t ’ s a f a c t ,  
\\ i l h e l m i n a .”

“ I  w is h  y o u ’ d tell m e  h o w ,  so I  can 
d o  it ,  t o o , ”  H i l l y  L o u i s !  sighed.

“ W e l l ,  I  w i l l — w h e n  y o u ’ re  t h r o u g h  
p l a y i n g  p a l s ,”  he assured h e r  c r u e ll y .  
W a r d  d i d  n o t k n o w  w o m e n  v e r y  w e ll ,  
b u t  he b e lie v e d  c u r i o s i t y  to be o n e  o f  
the stro ng e st traits  in th e  s e x . “ T h a t ' s  
a b a r g a i n ,  W i l l i a m  L o u i s a ,  a n d  I ’ ll 
shake  h a n ds o n  it i f  y o u  lik e .  W h e n  
y o u ’ ve h a d  e n o u g h  o f  this ‘ j u s t - f r i e n d ’ 
business, I ’ ll s h o w  y o u  h o w  I  d i g  d o l ­
lars o u t  a w o l f  d e n s .”  L i e  g r i n n e d  at 
the p u z z l e d  face o f  h e r .  I t  w a s  a r i d ­
dle, a n d  he h a d  p r a c t ic a lly  p u t  the a n ­
s w e r  b e fo r e  h e r ,  a n d  still she c o u ld  n o t 
sec it . T h e r e  w as a little s tre a k  o f  
d e v il m e n t  in W a r d ,  a n d  ha ppin e ss w a s  
u n c o v e r i n g  the stre a k .

“ I  n e v e r  said I  w a s  c r a z y  to  k n o w , ”  
L i l l y  L o u i s e  squelc hed h i m  p r o m p t l y .  
“ N o t  th a t  c r a z y ,  a n y w a y .  I ’ ll live  q u ite  
as l o n g  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g ,  I  r e c k o n .”

S h e  a lm o s t w o n  h e r  p o i n t — because 
W a r d  d id  n o t k n o w  w o m e n  v e r y  w e ll ,  
l i e  he sita te d, g a v e  h e r  a q u i c k ,  qu e s­
t i o n i n g  g lan ce , a n d  a c t u a l ly  o p e n e d  his 
lips to tell h e r all a b o u t  it. H e  go t as 
f a r  a s :  “ O h ,  w e ll ,  I  s u ppo se  T’ ll h a v e  
t o --------”  w h e n  L i l l y  L o u i s e  s a w  a r a t ­
tlesnake in the tr a il  a h e a d ,  a n d  s p u r r e d  
u p  to kill  it w i t h  h e r rope. S h e  r e ally  
w a s  c r a z y  to k n o w  the a n s w e r  t o  the 
r id d l e ,  b u t  a ra ttle s n a k e  w ill  i n t e r r u p t

a n y t h i n g  f r o m  a p r o p o s a l  o f  m a r r i a g e  
t o  a m ffrd e'r.

W a r d ' s  fingers h a d  g o n e  i n t o  th e  
p o c k e t  in his s h i r t  w h e r e  the n u g g e t  he 
h a d  f o u n d  t h a t  m o r n i n g  w a s  sa g g in g  
th e  clo th a little . H e  h a d  been o n  the 
p o i n t  o f  g i v i n g  it to  B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  b u t  
he  let it stay w h e r e  it w a s . a n d ,  i n ­
s te ad , t o o k  d o w n  his o w n  rope t o  get 
a f t e r  the sn a k e ,  t h a t  h a d  c r a w l e d  u n ­
d e r  a b u s h  a n d  th e re  s h o w e d  a d ispo si­
t i o n  t o  f ig h t.  A n d  since B l u e  w a s  n o  
f o n d e r  o f  ra ttle sn ake s th a n  he w a s  
o f  m u d ,  B i l l y  L o u i s e  c o u ld  n o t  b r i n g  
h i m  close e n o u g h  f o r  a dire ct b l o w .

“ G e t  b a c k  a n d  I ’ ll s h o w  y o u  w h y  T 
n a m e d  this cayuse R a t t l e r , ”  W a r d  
s h o u t e d . “ I ’ ll be t I ’ v e  k i ll e d  five h u n ­
d r e d  snakes w i t h  h i m -------- ”

“ A l m o s t  as m a n y  as y o u  h a v e  
w o l v e s !”  B ill}-  L o u i s e  s n a p p e d  b a c k  at 
h i m ,  a n d  so lost h e r  p o i n t  j u s t  w h e n  
she h a d  p r a c t ic a lly  g a in e d  it. W a r d  
c e r t a i n ly  w o u l d  n o t  tell h e r ,  a f t e r  th a t 
stab.

R a t t l e r  p e r k e d  his ears f o r w a r d  t o ­
w a r d  t h e  s tr id e n t b u z z i n g ,  w h i c h  once 
h e a r d  is n e v e r  f o r g o t t e n ,  a n d  w h ic h  is 
n e v e r  h e a r d  w i t h o u t  a te n s in g  o f  n e r v e s . 
L i e  sighted the sn a k e , coile d a n d  r e a d y  
f o r  w a r  in  the sm all  shade o f  a r a b b it  
b u s h .  H e  circled the spot w a r i l y ,  his 
he a d  t u r n e d  sidewise a n d  his eyes f i x e d  
u p o n  the fla tte n e d , u g l y  he a d  w i t h  its 
t h r e a d  o f  a d a r t i n g  to n g u e .

W a r d  p u lle d  his g u n ,  “ t h r e w  d o w n ”  
o n  the sn a ke , a n d  cu t o f f  its h e a d  w i t h  
a bu lle t .

“ I c o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  t h a t  m y s e l f , ”  
B i l l y  L o u i s e  asserted je a l o u s l y .

“ W e l l ,  I  f o r g o t .  N e x t  t im e  I ’ ll let 
y o u  d o  th e  s h o o tin g . I  w a s  g o i n g  to  
s h o w  y o u  h o w  R a t t l e r  helps. L i e ’ ll 
circle a r o u n d  j u s t  r ig h t  so T can m a k e  
on e  s w i n g  o f  the ro p e  d o . B u t  !\lr .  
S n a k e  s tu c k  so close to  t h a t  ra b b it  b r u s h  
— a n d  I  w a s  a f r a i d  i f  I  d r o v e  h i m  o u t  
o f  t h e r e  w i t h  m y  r o p e ,  h e ’ d get u n d e r  
those ro c k s . I ’ m  s o r r y ,  W i l h e l m i n a .  I  
d i d n ’ t t h i n k . ”
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“ O l i ,  I  can get all th e  sn a ke  s h o o t­
in g  I  w a n t  a n y  t i m e . ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
l a u g h e d  g o o d - h u m o r e d l y .  “ I  w i s h  y o u ’ d 
g i v e  B l u e  a f e w  lessons— the o ld  sin­
n e r !”

“ N o t  o n  y o u r  l i f e ,  I  w o n ' t ! ”  W a r d  
leaned f r o m  th e  sa ddle ,  p ic k e d  u p  t h e  
snake b y  the tail , p in c h e d  oli ' the r a t ­
tles, a n d  d r o p p e d  the re p u ls iv e  t h i n g  
to the g r o u n d ,  w i t h  a slight s h i v e r  o f  
re lie f .  H e  g a v e  the rattles to B i l l y  
L o u i s e .  “ B m  giad B l u e  does fee! a 
w h o le s o m e  respect f o r  r a t t l e r s ;  he'll  
tak e  1 letter care o f  h i m s e l f — a n d  his 
m istre ss. W i t h  m e ,  it do e sn 't  m a t t e r . ”  

“ O h ,  doesn't  i t ? ”  a ske d B i l l y  L o u i s e  
— a n d  the re  w a s  tha t in h e r  to n e  t h a t  
m a de  W a r d ' s  h e a rt  g i v e  a flo p. " T h e r e ' s  
some o f  M a r t h y ’ s cattle r ig h t  a h e a d ,”  
she a d d e d  h u r r i e d l y ,  s e iz in g  the first 
trifle w it h  w h ic h  to n e u t r a l i z e  th e  effect 
o f  tha t tone.

" A I K  m o n o g r a m . ”  said W a r d  a b ­
s e n tly ,  r e a d in g  the b r a n d  m e c h a n ic a l ly ,  
as is the h a b it  o f  y o u r  t r u e  r a n g e m a n . 
" P r e t t y  fr e s h ,  t o o . M u s t  h a v e  j u s t  
b o u g h t  t h e m . ”

" l i e  g o t t h e m  a m o n t h  o r  so a g o , ”
said B i l l y  L o u i s e .  " M a r t h y  says--------”

" A  m o n t h ? ”  W a r d  t u r n e d  a n d  g a v e  
the c o w  nearest h i m  a k e e n e r l o o k .  
" P r e t t y  go o d  c o n d i t i o n , ”  he o b s e r v e d  
id ly .  " S a c ,  W i l l i a m ,  w h e n  these hills 
get tilled u p  w i t h  Y d s  a n d  b i g  D s ,  all 
these o t h e r  scru b critte rs w ill  h a v e  to  
h u n t n e w  ra n g e ,  w o n ’t t h e y ? ”

" I t  w ill  be a l o n g  w h il e  b e f o r e  th e  
big D s  c r o w d  o u t so m u c h  as a c r ip ­
pled c a l f , ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  a n s w e r e d  pessi­
m is tic a lly .  “ I  lost t w o  nice h e i f e r s ,  a 
w e e k  o r  so a g o . T h e y  b r o k e  t h r o u g h  
the u p p e r  fence in to  the a l f a l f a ,  a n d  
started to fill u p .  o f  co u rse . T h e y  w e r e  
dead w h e n  i  f o u n d  t h e m . ”

" N e x t  t im e  I cash in m y  w o l f -------- ”
W a r d  started to p r o m i s e ,  b u t  she cut 
h i m  s h o r t :

“ D o  y o u  m i n d  i f  w e  stop at th e  C o v e ,  
W a r d ?  M o m m i c  w a n t e d  m e  to  sto p 
a n d  get so me c u r r a n t s .  M a r t h y  says

t h e y ’ re r ip e ,  a n d  she has m o r e  t h a n  she 
k n o w s  w h a t  to d o  w i t h . ”

“ I  d o n ’t m i n d — i f  y o u ’ re d e a d  sure 
i t ’ s the c u r r a n t s .”

“ Y o u  c e r t a i n ly  a re  in a p e s te r in g  
m o o d  t o - d a v , ' ’  B i l l y  L o u i s e  p r o t e s t e d ,  
l a u g h i n g .  " Y o u  c a n ’t j u m p  a n y  g a m e  
o n  th a t t r a i l ,  s m a r t y .  C h a r l i e  F o x  is a 
p e r f e c t l y  l o v e l y  y o u n g  m a n — b u t  lie ’ s 
g o t  a g i r l  in  W y o m i n g .  T h e  stage 
d r i v e r  says t h e r e ’ s n e v e r  been a t r i p  in 
t h a t  he d i d n ’ t t a k e  a le tte r f r o m  the 
C o v e  b o x  t o  M i s s  C e r t r u d e  M . S h a n ­
n o n ,  E l k  V a l i e v ,  W y o m i n g .  S o  y o u  
n e e d n 't  t r y --------”

“ N i c e ,  m o u t h y  stage d r i v e r , ”  W a r d  
c o m m e n t e d .  “ F o x y  o u g h t  to  lan d on 
h i m  a f e w  tim e s  a n d  see i f  h e ’ d tak e  
the h i n t . ”

" W e l l ,  I  k n e w  it b e f o r e  he t o l d  m e . 
M a r t h y  said last w i n t e r  t h a t  C h a r l i e ’ s 
e n g a g e d . H e ' s  t r y i n g  to  get p r o s p e r ­
ous e n o u g h  t o  m a r r y  h e r  a n d  b r i n g  h e r  
o u t  t o  the C o v e ; it w i l l  be his w h e n  
M a r t h y  dies,  a n y w a y .  I  m u s t  say 
C h a r l i e ’ s a h u s t le r ,  all r i g h t .  H e  keeps 
a m a n  all the t i m e ,  n o w ,  since he b o u g h t  
m o r e  cattle. P e t e r  H o w l i n g  D o g ’ s 
w o r k i n g  f o r  h i m .  C h a r l i e ’ s trie d  to 
r a n g e  h e r d  his cattle so he a n d  P e t e r  
can g a t h e r  t h e m  a lo n e — a n d  he o ffe r e d  
t o  l o o k  a f t e r  m i n e ,  t o o ,  so I  w o n ’ t h a v e  
so m u c h  r i d i n g  to d o  this h o t  w e a t h e r .  
H e ’ s a w f u l l y  nic e, W a r d ,  re a lly .  I  
d o n ’ t care i f  he is a r a h - r a h  b o y . ”

A n d  W a r d  m e r e ly  g r u n t e d .
T h e y  cam e u p o n  C h a r l i e  F o x  s ittin g 

o n  his ho rse  beside th e  c r u d e  m a il  b o x ,  
r e a d in g  a v i d l y  a letter o f  m a n y  crisp, 
c l o s e - w r i t te n  pages. B il l y  L o u i s e  flashed 
W a r d  an I - t o l d - y o u - s o  glan ce .

" W h y ,  h o w  d o  y o u  d o ? ”  C h a r l i e  
cam e o u t  o f  le t l c r la n d  w i t h  a s t a r t ,  a n d  
t u r n e d  to t h e m  c o r d i a l l y ,  w h i l e  he 
fo l d e d  h a s t il y  th e  le tte r. " G o i n g  d o w n  
i n t o  the C o v e ?  T h a t ’ s g o o d .  .1 w a s 
j u s t  u p  a f t e r  th e  m a il .  H o w  are t h in g s  
u p  y o u r  w a y ,  W a r r e n ? ”

“ F i n e  as s i l k .”  W a r d ’ s eyes s w u n g
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brie fly  t o w a r d  w h a t  h e  c o n s id e r e d  th e  
c h i e f  hit o f  fineness.

" T h a t ’ s g o o d .  T r a i l ’s a little n a r r o w  
f o r  t h r e e ,  is n ’ t it? I ’ ll rid e  a h e a d  a n d  
o p e n  the g a t e .”

" T h e y ' v e  g o t  a n e w  ga te  d o w n  h e r e , ”  
said H i l ly  I .o u is e  t r i v i a l l y .  " I  f o r g o t  
tha t i m p o r t a n t  h it  o f  n e w s .”

" W e l l ,  it is i m p o r t a n t — t o  us C o v ­
e r s ,”  sm ile d C h a r l i e ,  g l a n c i n g  b a c k  at 
t h e m . " M o  m o r e  bars to be l e f t  d o w n  
a c c id e n tly .  T h i s  gate shuts i t s e l f ,  in  
case so m e  o n e  f o r g e t s .”

" A n d  y o u  h a v e n ’ t lost a n y  m o r e  c a t­
tle ,  h a v e  y o u ? ”  T h e  q u e s t io n  w a s  a 
s t a t e m e n t ,  a f t e r  H i l l y  L o u i s e ' s  h a b i t .

" X o t  o u t  o f  the C o v e ,  at a n y  ra te . 
I — c a n ’ t speak so p o s i t iv e l y  as t o  th e  
o u tsid e  s to ck, o f  c o u r s e .”

“ Y o u ’v e  m isse d s o m e ? ”  H i l l y  L o u i s e  
n e v e r  p e r m i t t e d  a tone t o  slip past h e r  
w i t h o u t  t a g g i n g  it i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  
p lain  E n g l i s h .  C h a r l i e ’ s to n e  has said 
s o m e t h in g  t o  w h ic h  his w o r d s  m a d e  n o  
re fe r e n c e .

“ I  d o n ’ t l ik e  t o  say t h a t ,  M i s s  L o u i s e .  
V e r y  l ik e l y  t h e y  h a v e  s t r a y — d r i f t e d ,  I  
m e a n — b a c k  t o w a r d  t h e i r  h o m e  r a n c h . 
P e t e r  a n d  I  c a n ’ t ke e p cases v e r y  close­
l y ,  o f  c o u r s e .”

B i l l y  L o u i s e  s h i f t e d  u n e a s ily  in  the 
saddle a n d  p u lle d  h e r  e y e b r o w s  t o ­
g e th e r .  “ I f  y o u  t h i n k  y o u ’ ve  lost some 
cattle, f o r  H e a v e n ’ s sake w h y  d o n ’ t y o u  
say so ? ”  W a r d  s m ile d  to  h i m s e l f  at 
h e r  to n e . “ I f  t h e r e ’s a n y t h i n g  I  h a te ,  
i t ’ s h i n t i n g  a n d  n e v e r  c o m i n g  rig h t o u t  
w i t h  a n y t h i n g .  H a v e  y o u  lost a n y ? ”  

C h a r l i e  t u r n e d ,  w i t h  a h a n d  o n  the 
ca n tle ,  a n d  fa c e d  h e r  w i t h  p o lite  re ­
p r o a c h .  “ P e t e r  says w e  h a v e , ”  he a d ­
m i t t e d ,  w i t h  v e r y  e v i d e n t  relu cta n ce . 
“ I  h a r d l y  t h i n k  so m y s e l f .  I ’ d h a v e  t o  
c o u n t  t h e m . I  k n o w ,  o f  c o u rse , h o w  
m a n y  w e ’ ve b o u g h t  in  the last y e a r . ”  

“ W e l l ,  P e t e r  k n o w s  m o r e  a b o u t  it 
t h a n  y o u  d o , ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  t o ld  h i m  
b l u n t l y .  “ I f  he ha s m isse d a n y ,  t h e y ’ re 
p r o b a b l y  g o n e . W a r d ,  the re  c e r t a in ly  
is r u s tl i n g  g o i n g  on a r o u n d  h e r e ; a n d

n o  o n e  seems to  k n o w  a t h i n g  b e y o n d  
the m e r e  fa c t t h a t  t h e v 'r e  lo s in g  ca ttle. 
S e a b e c k  has lost so m e-------- ”

“ O h ,  are y o u  s u r e ? ’ ’ C h a r l i e ’ s eyes 
w i d e n e d  p e r c e p t i b ly .  “ I  h a d n 't  h e a r d  
t h a t.  B y  J o v e !  It  sort o f  m a k e s  a f e l ­
l o w  fee! s h a k v  a b o u t  g o i n g  in to  cattle 
v e r y  s t r o n g ,  do e sn 't  it ? I t — it k n o c k s  
o f f  th e  p r o fits  like  the v e r y  d e u ce , to 
k e e p  lo s in g  o n e  here a n d  t h e r e .”

“ A  f e l l o w  ha s to fig u re  o n  a certain 
p e rce n tag e  o f  lo s s .”  said W a r d .  “ T h i s  
th e  n e w  ga te  ?”

“ Y e s . ”  C h a r l i e  seemed re lie ve d b y  
th e  d i v e r s i o n .  “ J u s t  m e r e ly  a g a te ,  as 
y o u  s e e ; b u t  w e  C o v e r s  are p r o u d  o f  
e v e r y  little i m p r o v e m e n t .  A u n t  M a r ­
t h a  co m e s u p  h e re  e v e r y  d a y ,  I  v e r i l y  
b e lie ve, j u s t  to lo o k  at it a n d  a d m i r e  it. 
T h e  p o o r  o ld soul n e v e r  h a d  a n y  c o n ­
veniences t h a t  she c o u l d n ’t  m a k e  h e r ­
se lf ,  y o u  k n o w ,  a n d  she t h i n k s  this is 
g r e a t  s t u ff .  I  p u t  this p a d l o c k  oil it 
so she can l o c k  h e r s e lf  in n ig h ts  w h e n  
I ’ m  a w a y .  S h e  feels b e t t e r  w i t h  the 
gate l o c k e d . A n d  th e n  I ’ ve  g o t  a do g 
t h a t ’ s as g o o d  as a c o m p a n y  o f  sold iers 
h i m s e l f .  I f  e ith e r  o f  y o u  h a p p e n  d o w n  
h e r e  w h e n  t h e r e ’ s n o  o n e  a b o u t ,  y o u  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  y o u r s e lv e s  to 
C e r b e r u s — so n a m e d  because he g u a r d s  
t h e  gates— n o t  the gate to H a d e s ,  please 
r e m e m b e r .  ‘ S u r b u s , ’  A u n t  M a r t h a  calls 
h i m ,  w h i c h  is g o o d  I d a h o e s e ,  a n d  seems 
t o  please h i m  as w e ll  as a n y  o t h e r .  J u s t  
spe ak to  h i m  b y  n a m e — S u r b u s ,  i f  y o u  
lik e — a n d  he w ill  be all r i g h t ,  I  t h i n k . ”  
H e  held o p e n  th e  ga te  f o r  t h e m  to  rid e  
t h r o u g h ,  a n d  g a v e  t h e m  a c o m r a d e l y  
l o o k  a n d  smile as t h e y  passed.

’ W a r d  t o o k  in the details o f  the h e a v y  
g a te  t h a t  b a r r e d  th e  g o r g e .  H e  d id  n o t  
k n o w  t h a t  he b e t r a y e d  the fa c t  e ve n  to 
t h e  s h a r p  eyes o f  B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  b u t  lie 
co u ld n o t  q u it e  b r i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  the 
p o i n t  o f  m e e t in g  C h a r l i e  F o x  a n y w h e r e  
n e a r  h a l f w a y  in his o v e r t u r e s  f o r  
f r i e n d s h i p .

“ T h e  w e i g h t  is so h e a v y  t h a t  the 
g a te  shuts a n d  latches i ts e l f ,  y o u  see,”
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C h a r l i e  w e n t  o n ,  m o u n t i n g  o n  th e  i n ­
side o f  the b a r r i e r  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  ch e e r­
f u l l y  a f t e r  t h e m . " B u t  th a t d o e s n ’t 
s a t i s f y  A u n t  M a r t h a .  S h e  a n d  S u r b u s  
m a k e  a special p i lg r i m a g e  u p  h e re  e v e r y  
n i g h t . ”

" S h e  m u s t  be p r e t t y  n e r v o u s . ”  W a r d  
co u ld  n o t q u ite  see w h y  such p r e c a u ­
tio n s w e r e  necessary in a c o u n t r y  w h e r e  
n o  m a n  lo c k e d  his d o o r  a gainst the 
w o r l d .

" W e l l ,  she is— t h o u g h  y o u  w o u l d n ' t  
suspect i t ,  w o u l d  y o u ?  W h e n  one t h in k s  
o f  the l ife  she has l iv e d ,  a n d  h o w  she 
p io n e e r e d  in here w h e n  the c o u n t r y  
w a s  straight w ild e r n e s s ,  a n d  all t h a t.  
O f  c o u rs e , I  d i d n ' t  k n o w  h e r  b e f o r e  
U n c l e  J a s o n  died:— do y o u  t h i n k  she 
ha s c h a n g e d  since, M i s s  L o u i s e ? ”

“ L o t s , "  B i l l v  L o u i s e  assured h i m  
b r i e fly .  S h e  w as w o n d e r i n g  w h y  W a r d  
w a s  so s tiff  a n d  u n n a t u r a l  w i t h  C h a r l i e  
F o x .

" I  t h i n k ,  m y s e l f ,  t h a t  the sho ck o f  
lo s in g  h i m  m u s t  h a v e  m a d e  the d i f f e r ­
ence in h e r .  T h e r e ’ s S u r b u s — h o w 's  
t h a t  f o r  a v o ic e ?  A n d  he looks ju s t  as 
b l o o d t h ir s t y  as he s o u n d s ,  to o . I ’d hate 
to h a v e  h i m  tac kle  m e  in the g o r g e ,  o n  
a d a r k  n ig h t .  H e ’ s to o  sa va ge , t h o u g h  
i t ’ s o n ly  w i t h  s tr a n g e r s ,  a n d  w e  d o n ’ t 
see m a n y  o f  t h e m . H e  a lm o s t ate P e t e r  
u p ,  w h e n  he first c a m e . A n d  he g a v e  
y o u  qu ite  a scare last s p r i n g ,  d i d n ’ t h e ,  
M i s s  L o u i s e ? "

" H e  came w i t h i n  "an ace o f  g e t t in g  
his head shot o f f . ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  q u a lifie d  
la c o n ic a lly . " M a r t h a  came o u t  ju s t  in 
th e  n ic k o f  t im e . I  a b s o lu te ly  r e fu s e  
to he c h e w e d  u p  b y  a n y  d o g — a n d  I  
d o n ’ t care w h o  he be lo n gs t o . ’ ’

" S a m e  h e re , W i l l i a m , ”  a p p r o v e d  
W a r d .

C h a r l i e  la u g h e d . " T  see S u r b u s  is 
n o t g o i n g  to be p a p u l a r  w i t h  the n e ig h ­
b o r s , ”  he said easily. ” 1 do feel v e r y  
a p o lo ge tic o v e r  h i m .  B u t  M a r t h a  
w a n t e d  m e  to get a d o g ,  a n d  so w h e n  
a fe l lo w  o ffe r e d  m e this o n e ,  I  t o o k  
h i m ; a n d  as S u r b u s  h a p p e n e d  t o  t a k e

a f a n c y  t o  m e ,  I  d i d n ’t re a lize  w h a t  a 
sa va g e  b r u t e  he is till  he t a c k le d  P e t e r  
— a n d  t h e n  M i s s  L o u i s e . ”

" W e l l ,  M i s s  I o n i s e  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  
able to  d e f e n d  h e r s e lf ,  so y o u  n e e d n ’ t 
feel a po lo g e tic  a b o u t  t h a t . ”  sa id B i l l y  
L o u i s e ,  a trifle s h a r p l y .  S h e  h a t e d  S u r ­
b u s ,  a n d  she w a s  q u ite  o p e n  in  h e r 
h a t r e d .  " T f  he e v e r  com es at m e  a g a i n ,  
a n d  n o b o d y  calls h i m  o f f ,  I  shall s h o o t 
h i m . ”  I t  w a s  n o t  a t h r e a t ,  as she s po ke  
it, h u t  a p la in  s ta te m e n t o f  a f a c t .  
“ Y o u ’ d b e t t e r  serve n o tic e , t o o ,  W a r d .  
H e ’ s a n a s ty  beast,  a n d  h e ’ d  j u s t  as so o n  
k ill  a p e r s o n  as n o t .  H e  w a s  g o i n g  to  
j u m p  f o r  m y  t h r o a t .  H e  w a s  c r o u c h e d ,  
j u s t  r e a d y  to s p r i n g — a n d  I  h a d  m y  g u n  
o u t — w h e n  M a r t h v  sa w  u s, a n d  g a v e  a 
yell fit to  w a k e  the d e a d . S u r b u s  d i d n ’ t 
j u m p ,  a n d  I  d i d n ’ t sh o o t. T h a t ’ s h o w  
close lie came to b e i n g  a d e a d  d o g . ”

S h e  g la n c e d  at W a r d  a n d  t h e n  f u r ­
t i v e l y  at C h a r l i e  F o x .  I f  e x p r e s s io n  
m e a n t  a n y t h i n g ,  S u r b u s  w a s  y e t  in d a n ­
g e r  o f  p a y i n g  f o r  t h a t  assault. S h e  
c a u g h t W a r d ' s  t r u c u l e n t  eye, s m ile d , 
a n d  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d  at h i m .  " W e ’ re 
p r e t t y  f a i r  f r i e n d s  n o w , "  she said . " A t  
least, w e  d o n ’t t r y  to kill  each o t h e r  
w h e n e v e r  w e  m e e t.  ' A r m e d  n e u t r a l i t y '  
fits o u r  case f i n e .”

" I  t h i n k  I ’ ll v o l u n t e e r  u n d e r  y o u r  
f l a g ,”  said W a r d .  “ I ' l l  lea ve  C e r b e r u s  
a lone as l o n g  as he leaves m e  a n d  m y  
f r i e n d s  alo n e . B u t  I ’ d a d v is e  h i m  n o t  
t o  start a n y t h i n g . ”

C h a r l i e  l a u g h e d .  “ T h a t ’ s all S u r b u s  
o r  a n y  on e  else can a s k . C o m e  o n ,  old 
f e l l o w ! P a r d o n  m e , ’ ’ he a d d e d  to  his 
c o m p a n io n s ,  a n d  r o d e  p a st t h e m ,  to 
meet the g r e a t ,  h e a v y - j o w l e d  g o d .  “ B e  
still, S u r b u s .  W e ’ re all  f r i e n d s  h e r e .”

T h e  d o g  l i f t e d  a n o n c o m m i t t a l  glance 
t o  W a r d ’ s fa c e , g r o w l e d  deep in his 
chest, a n d  d r o p p e d  b e h i n d ,  n o s in g  th e  
t r a c k s  o f  B i n e  a n d  R a t t l e r ,  as i f  h e  
w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  t h e m  a n d  f i x  t h e m  in his 
m e m o r y  f o r  f u t u r e  use.

W a r d  h a d  n e v e r  seen th e  C o v e  in 
s u m m e r t i m e .  H e  lo o k e d  a b o u t  h i m
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c u r io u s l y ,  stru c k b y  th e  a tm o s p h e r e  o f  
qu ie t p l e n t y .  O v e r  the c r u d e  fence 
h i m "  f r u i t - l a d e n  b r a n c h e s  f r o m  the 
j u n g l e  w i t h i n .  T h e r e  w as a smell o f  
r i p e n i n g  p l u m s  in th e  a ir ,  a n d  the h u m  
o f  bees. S o m e w h e r e  in the o r c h a r d  a 
w i l d  c a n a r y  w a s  sin g in g . I f  he co u ld 
liv e d o w n  h e re , he t h o u g h t ,  w i t h  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  a n d  n o n e  o t h e r  n e a r ,  he wou-ld 
ask n o  odds o f  the w o r l d  o r  o f  H e a v e n ,  
H e  glan ced at C h a r l i e  F o x  e n v i o u s l y .  
W e l l ,  he ha d a f a i r l y  w e ll-s h e lte r e d  
place o f  his o w n ,  u p  th e r e  in the hills, 
l i e  co u ld  set o u t  f r u i t  a n d  plants a n d  
t h in g s  a n d  h a v e  a little E d e n  o f  his o w n  
— t h o u g h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  it c o u l d n 't  be like 
this place, shelte red as it w a s  f r o m  
harsh w in d s  b y  th a t h ig h  rock w a l l ,  an d 
s o a k in g  in s u n sh in e  all d a y  l o n g ,  as it 
d id .  S t i l l ,  he co u ld fi x  his place u p  a 
lo t ,  w i t h  a little tim e  a n d  t h o u g h t  a n d  
a g o o d  deal o f  h a r d  w o r k .

H e  lo o k e d  at B i l l y  L o u i s e  a n d  saw 
h o w  the b e a u t y  o f  the place appe a le d 
t o  h e r ,  a n d  r ig h t  the re  he de cided to 
s t u d y  h o r t i c u l t u r e  so tha t he c o u ld 'r a is e  
p l u m s  a n d  apples a n d  h o l ly h o c k s  a n d  
thin gs f o r  her.

C H A P T E R  X I I I .
W AS IT T H E  DOG?

“ T h a t  o ld  d a m e  d o w n  th e r e  t h in k s  
a lot o f  y o u ,  W i l l i a m . ' ’ W a r d  h a d  
closed the gate a n d  w a s p r e p a r i n g  t o  re - 
m o u m .

“ W e l l ,  is th e r e  a n y  reason w h y  she 
s h o u l d n ’ t ?”  T h e  tone o f  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
w a s  n o t f a r  f r o m  p e t u la n t .

" N o t  a reason. W h a t ’ s m o l l a ,  B i l l ? ”
“ N o t h i n g  th a t T k n o w  o f . ”  B i l l y  

L o u i s e  l i f t e d  h e r  eyes to the r o c k  ca b­
bages bn  the c l iff  a b o v e  t h e m  a n d  t r ie d  
to  speak c o n v i n c i n g l y .

" Y e s ,  th e re  is. S o m e t h i n g ’ s gone 
w r o n g .  C a n ’ t y o u  tell a p a l,  W i l h e l -  
m i n a  ?’ ’

T h e r e  w a s  n o  re s is tin g  th a t to n e . 
B i l l y  L o u i s e  lo o k e d  at h i m ,  a n d  t h o u g h

she still f r o w n e d ,  h e r  eyes lig h te n e d  a 
little.

" N o ,  I c a n ’ t tell a pa l— o r  a n y b o d y  
else. T d o n ' t  k n o w .  S o m e t h i n g ’ s d i f ­
fe r e n t  d o w n  th e r e . I  d o n ’ t k n o w  w h a t  
it is— a n d  I  d o n 't  like i t . ”  S h e  t h o u g h t  
a m i n u t e ,  a n d  th e n  sm ile d w i t h  th a t 
little t w is t  o f  the lips W a r d  like d  so 
m u c h .  “ M a y b e  i t ’ s the d o g , ”  she 
gu e sse d. “ I  n e v e r  see his u g l y  m u g  
th a t I  d o n ’t feel like t a k i n g  a shot at 
h i m .  I  like do g s, t o o ,  as a general 
t h in g .  H e ’ s g o t  a w ic k e d  h e a r t .  T 
k n o w  he has. H e ’ d like n o t h i n g  b e t ­
t e r  th a n  t o  t a k e  a c h u n k  o u t  o f  m e . ”

“ I ’ll g o  b a c k  a n d  kill  h i m  ; shall I ,  
B i l l  L o o ? ”

“ N o .  S o m e  d a y  m a y b e  I ’ ll get a 
chance at h i m  m y s e l f .  I ’v e  w a r n e d  
M a r t h y ,  so-------- ”

“ A r e  y o u  d e a d  sure i t ’ s the d o g ? ”  
W a r d  lo o k e d  at h e r  w i t h  t h a t  keenness 
o f  glan ce  w h i c h  w a s  h a r d  to  m eet i f  
o n e  w a n t e d  t o  k e e p a secret f r o m  h i m .

" W h y  ?”  B i l l y  L o u i s e ’ s tone d i d  n o t  
i n v it e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t io n in g .

“ O h ,  n o t h i n g .  I  just w o n d e r e d . ”
" Y o u  d o n ’ t like C h a r l i e ;  a n y b o d y  can 

see t h a t . ”
“ Y e s ?  F o x y ’ s a real nice y o u n g  

m a n . ”
“ B u t  y o u  d o n ’ t like  h i m .  Y o u  n e v e r  

d o  like  a n y b o d y --------”
“ N o ? ”  W a r d ' s  smile d a r e d  h e r  to 

persist in the a c c u sa tio n . " I n  t h a t  case, 
I ’ v e  n o  business to be f o o l i n g  a r o u n d  
h e re  w h e n  t h e r e ’ s w o r k  to  be d o n e . 
T h a t  C o v e  d o w n  th e re  has r o u s e d  a 
heap o f  b r a n d - n e w  w a n t s  in m e .  W i l -  
h e l m in a .  C o t t a  h a v e  an o r c h a r d  u p  o n  
M i l l  C r e e k ,  la d v  f a i r .  C o t t a  h a v e  a 
f l o w e r  g a r d e n ,  a n d  th in g s  th a t c lim b  all 
o v e r  the h o u s e ,  a n d  smell nic e. > C o t t a  
w o r k  like  o n e  son o f  a g u n  t o  get all 
those t h in g s  a n d  get ’ e m  q u i c k ,  so I  
can stan d so me s h o w  o f — g e t t in g  w h a t  
I  r e a lly  d o  w a n t . ”

“ W e l l ,  a m  I  k e e p i n g  y o u ? ”  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  w a s  c e r t a i n ly  in a v i ll a in o u s  
m o o d .
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“ Y o u  a r c , ”  W a r d  a ffirm e d  q u ite  
c a lm l y .  “ O n l y  f o r  y o u  I ’ d be h u s t l i n g  
like the m i s c h ie f  r ig h t  this m i n u t e  a lo n g  
the g e t - r ic h  tr a il .  S a y ,  B i l l ,  I  d o n ’ t 
believe i t ’ s the d o g ! ”  H e  l o o k e d  a t  h e r  
w i t h  th e  smile h i d i n g  j u s t  b e h i n d  his 
lips a n d  his eyes. A n d  b e h in d  th e  
sm ile— i f  o n e ’ s insight w e r e  ke e n  
e n o u g h  to  see it— was a t r o u b le d  a n x ­
iety. l i e  s h i ft e d  the pail o f  c u r r a n t s  
to  the o t h e r  a r m ,  a n d  spoke a g a i n :

“ W h a t  is i t ,  W i l h e l m i n a ?  S o m e ­
t h i n g ’ s b o t h e r i n g  y o u .  C a n ’ t y o u  tell a 
f e l l o w  w h a t  it is?”

“ N o ,  I  c a n ’ t . ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  sp o ke  
cro ssly. “ I ’v e  g o t a h e a d a c h e . I ’ve  
been r i d i n g  e v e r  since this m o r n i n g ,  a n d  
I  s h o u ld  t h i n k  th a t's  reason e n o u g h .  I  
w is h  to go o dn e ss y o u ’ d let m e  a lo n e , 
( i o  o n  ba ck to w o r k ,  i f  y o u ’ re so c r a z y  
a b o u t  w o r k i n g — I ' m  su re I d o n ’ t w a n t  
to  h i n d e r  y o u  in a n y  o f  y o u r  g e t - r i c h -  
q u ic k  s c h e m e s ! ”  S h e  s hu t h e r  teeth 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a c lick ,  j e r k e d  B lu e  a n ­
g r i l y  into the trail w h e n  he ha d m e r e ly  
stepped o u t  o f  it to a v o i d  a r o c k ,  a n d  
m a n a g e d  to m a k e  h i m  as conscious o f  
h e r  m o o d  as w a s  W a r d .

W a r d  e y e d  h e r  u n o b t r u s i v e l y ,  w i t h  
his face set s tr a ig h t a h e a d ,  l i e  gla n c e d  
d o w n  at the pail  o f  c u r r a n t s ,  w h i c h  w a s  
h e a v y ; a n d  at the t r a il ,  w h ic h  w a s  l o n g  
a n d  lo n e ly.  l i e  t w is t e d  his lips in b r i e f  
s a rcasm — f o r  he h a d  a t e m p e r  o f  his 
o w n — a n d  rode o n ,  w i t h  his n e ck set 
v e r y  s tiff  a n d  his eyes a trifle h a r d e r  
th a n  t h e y  h a d  e v e r  been b e f o r e  w h e n  
B i l l y  L o u i s e  r o d e  a lo n g sid e . H e  d id  
n o t t u r n  o f f  at the f o r d — B i l l y  L o u i s e  
b e t r a y e d  b y  a q u ic k  glan ce  at h i m  t h a t  
she ha d h a l f  e x p e c t e d  h i m  to de se rt h e r  
th e re — b u t  crossed it beside h e r ,  a n d  
r o d e  o n  u p  th e  hill .

l i e  h a d  m a d e  u p  his m i n d  th a t he 
w o u l d  n o t  speak to h e r  a g a in  u n t il  she 
w i p e d  o u t ,  b y  a p o lo g y  o r  a chan ge o f  
m a n n e r ,  tha t last o ffe n s i v e  r e m a r k  o f  
he rs.

H e  d id  not once speak t o  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
o n  the w a y  t o  t h e  W o l v e r i n e ; b u t  his

silence c h a n g e d  g r a d u a l l y  f r o m  s t u b ­
b o r n n e s s  to  p u r e  a b s t r a c t io n  as t h e y  
r o d e  le is u re ly a lo n g  the d u s t y  tr a il  w i t h  
the sunset g l o w i n g  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  l i e  al­
m o s t f o r g o t  the a c tu a l pre se n ce  o f  B i l l y  
L o u i s e ,  a n d  he d i d  a c t u a l l y  f o r g e t  her 
m o o d .  H e  w a s  p l a n n i n g  j u s t  h o w  a n d  
w h e r e  he s h o u ld  p l a n t  his o r c h a r d ,  a n d  
he w a s  m e n t a l l y  b u i l d i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n  to 
the cabin a n d  scr e e n in g  a p o r c h  w i d e  
e n o u g h  t o  h a n g  a h a m m o c k  in s id e ,  a n d  
he w a s  seeing B i l l y  L o u i s e  l u x u r i o u s l y  
s w i n g i n g  in t h a t  h a m m o c k  w h i l e  he sat 
close a n d  s m o k e d  a n d  teased a n d  
g l o r i e d  in his possession o f  h e r  c o m ­
p a n io n s h i p .

H i s  t h o u g h t s  s h u ttle d  t o  his little 
m i n e — t h o u g h  he se ld o m  d ig n i fie d  it b y  
t h a t  title ,  l i e  speculated u p o n  the 
a m o u n t  o f  g o l d  he m i g h t  y e t  h o p e  to 
w a s h  out o f  tha t g r a v e l  s t r e a k — t h o u g h  
be h a d  h e ld h i m s e l f  s t e r n l y  b a c k  f r o m  
such m e n t a l  i n d u lg e n c e  all the s p r i n g . 
H e  fe l t  t h a t  he w a s g o i n g  t o  n eed e v e r y  
g r a i n  o f  g o l d  he c o u ld  g le an .

T h e y  r o d e  o v e r  the crest o f  the b l u f f  
a n d  d o w n  the steep tr a il  i n t o  th e  W o l ­
v e r i n e .  H o w e v e r  c l o u d y  the a t m o s ­
p h e r e  b e t w e e n  the t w o ,  the r id e  h a d  
se emed s h o r t — so s h o r t  t h a t  W a r d  felt 
the j a r  o f  s u r p r is e  w h e n  he lo o k e d  d o w n  
a n d  s a w  the cabin b e l o w  t h e m . H e  
g la n c e d  at B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  g u e s s e d ,  f r o m  
h e r  s o m b e r  f a c e ,  t h a t  the v i l l a i n o u s  
m o o d  still held h e r ,  a n d  sighed a little . 
H e  w a s  n o t  d e e p ly  c o n c e r n e d  b y  h e r  
m o o d .  H e  u n d e r s t o o d  h e r  t o o  w e ll  to 
descend i n t o  a n y  slou gh o f  de spo n d e nc e  
because she w a s  cross. T h e n  he re ­
m e m b e r e d  the reason she h a d  g i v e n —  
the re aso n  he h a d  n o t b e lie v e d  at the 
t im e .  T h e y  w e r e  d o w n  b y  the gate 
th e n .

“ H e a d  still ache , W i l l i a m ? ”  he a s k e d ,  
in the to n e  w h i c h  he c o u ld  m a k e  a f a i r  
s u bstitu te  f o r  a caress.

“ Y e s , "  said B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  
l o o k  at h i m .

W a r d  w a s  i n w a r d l y  ske ptica l,  b u t  he 
d i d  n o t  tell h e r so. H e  s w u n g  o f f  his
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h o rse , set d o w n  th e  pail o f  c u r r a n t s ,  
a n d  to o k  B l u e  b y  the b r id le .

" Y o u  g o  o n  in. I ' l l  u n s a d d l e ,”  he 
c o m m a n d e d  h e r  q u i e t l y .  A n d  B i l l y  
L o u i s e ,  a f t e r  a perce ptible  he sita tio n , 
o b e y e d  h i m  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  at h i m  o r  
s p e a k in g  a w o r d .

I f  W a r d  h a d  resente d h e r  m a n n e r ,  
w h i c h  w a s  u n r e a s o n a b l y  u p p i s h ,  he 
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  chosen a m o r e  e ffective 
r e v e n g e . H e  t a lk e d  w i t h  M r s .  M a c ­
D o n a l d  all t h r o u g h  s u p p e r ,  a n d  p a id  n o  
a tt e n t io n  to  B i l l y  1 a arise. A f t e r  s u p ­
p e r ,  he spied a f a i r l y  fr e s h  ^Boise p a ­
p e r ,  a n d  u n d e r n e a t h  th a t lay the B u tte  
M in e r .  T h a t  d i s c o v e r y  settled the 
e v e n i n g ,  so f a r  as he w a s  c o n c e r n e d . 
I f  he a n d  B i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  been on the 
best o f  t e r m s  it is d o u b t f u l  i f  she 
c o u ld  h a v e  d r a g g e d  his a tt e n t io n  f r o m  
tho se  p a pe rs.

S e v e r a l  tim es B i l l y  L o u i s e  lo o k e d  at 
h i m  as t h o u g h  she m e d i t a t e d  g o i n g  o v e r  
a n d  s n a tc h in g  t h e m  a w a y  f r o m  h i m ,  b u t  
she resisted the t e m p t a t i o n ,  a n d  c o n ­
t i n u e d  to  b e h a v e  as a nice y o u n g  w o m a n  
sh o u ld  b e h a v e  t o w a r d  a g u e s t.  S h e  l e f t  
h i m  s ittin g  inside b y  th e  l a m p  w h ic h  
h e r m o t h e r  h a d  l ig h t e d  f o r  his especial 
c o n v e n ie n c e ,  a n d  w e n t  o u t  a n d  sat o n  
th e  d o o r s te p  a n d  stare d at the d u s k y  
line o f  hills a n d  at the B i g  D i p p e r ,  a n d 
t r ie d  to t h i n k  o u t  the ta n g le  o f  t i n y ,  
t h r e a d li k e  m y s t e r ie s  tha t ha d e n ­
m e s h e d  h e r t h o u g h t s  a n d  t ig h te n e d  h e r 
n e r v e s  u n t il  she c o u ld  n o t  speak a d e ­
cent w o r d  to  a n y  on e .

S h e  fe l t  that th e  lives o f  tho se  a r o u n d  
h e r  w e r e  w e a v i n g  p u z z l e  p a t te r n s ,  a n d  
t h a t  she m u s t  guess th e  p u z z l e s .  A m i  
she fe lt  as t h o u g h  p a r t  o f  the p a tte rn s 
h a d  been le ft  m U ,  so tha t th e re  w e r e  
ra g g e d  po in ts  t h r u s t i n g  t h e m se lv e s u p o n  
h e r n otice— p o in ts  tha t d i d  n o t p o in t  
to a n y t h i n g .

S h e  sat w i t h  h e r  e lb o w s  o n  h e r  knees 
an d h e r chin in h e r  c u p p e d  p a lm s ,  a n d  
sco w le d at the B i g  D i p p e r  as i f  it held 
t h e  a n s w e r  a w a y  u p  th e re  b e y o n d  h e r  
re a c h . W h e r e  d id  W a r d  g e t the m o n e y

t o  do all the th in gs he h a d  d o n e  this 
s p r i n g  a n d  s u m m e r ?  I f  he e x p e c t e d  
h e r  to  believe t h a t  w o l f  s t o r y ------- -

W h a t  b e ca m e  o f  the cattle tha t ha d 
d i s a p p e a re d ,  b y  t w o s  a n d  threes a n d  
s o m e tim e s  m o r e — in t h e  last few.! 
m o n t h s  ? W a s  the re  a g a n g  o f  thie ves 
o p e r a t i n g  in the c o u n t r y — a n d  w h e r e  
d i d  t h e y  s t a y  ? «

W h y  h a d  W a r d  h in te d  t h a t  she did 
n o t  like  C h a r l i e  b o x ,  a n d  w h y  d i d n ’t 
he h i m s e l f  like  C h a r l i e ?  W h y  h a d  she 
fe l t  t h a t  w e i g h t  o f  de pre ssio n  creep 
o v e r  h e r  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  l e a v i n g  the 
C o v e  ? W h y  ? W h y  ?

Bill\- L o u i s e  t r ie d  t o  b r i n g  h e r  c o ld ,  
c o m m o n  sense t o  the f r o n t .  S h e  h a d  
f o u n d  it a m o s t  e ffe c tive  r e m e d y  f o r  
m o s t  m o o d s .  N o w  it a s s u re d  h e r  i m ­
p a t ie n t ly  t h a t  e v e r y  q u e s t io n — save o n e  
— h a d  been b o r n  in h e r  o w n  su p e r s e n ­
sitive se lf . T h a t  one de fin ite  qu e stio n  
w a s  the first o n e  she h a d  t r ie d  to  a n ­
s w e r .  I t  k e p t  a s k i n g  i ts e l f ,  o v e r  a n d  
o v e r ,  u n t il  in d e s p e r a tio n  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
w e n t  t o  bed a n d  t r ie d  to f o r g e t  it in 
sleep.

S o m e w h e r e  a b o u t  m i d n i g h t — she h a d  
h e a rd  th e  clock s trike  ele ven a lo n g  
w h il e  ago— she scared h e r  m o t h e r  b y  
s i tt i n g  u p  s u d d e n l y  in be d a n d  e x c l a i m ­
i n g  r e lie v e d ly  : " O h ,  I  k n o w — -it’ s so me 
n e w  poison ! H e  poison s t h e m  !”

" W a k e  u p !  F o r  the l a n d ’ s sake, 
w h a t  are y o u  d r e a m i n g  a b o u t ? ”  H e r  
m o t h e r  s h o o k  h e r a g it a t e d ly  b y  th e  a r m .  
" B i l l y  L o u i s e !  W a k e  u p ! ”

" A l l  r ig h t ,  m o m m i e . ”  B ilb -  L o u i s e  
l a y  d o w n  a n d  sn u g g le d  the lig h t b la n k e t  
o v e r  h e r  s h o u ld e rs .  S h e  h a d  been 
a w a k e  a n d  t h i n k i n g ,  t h i n k i n g ,  till she 
t h o u g h t  she n e v e r  c o u ld  sto p ,  b u t  she 
d i d  n o t  tell m o m m i e  t h a t .  S h e  w e n t  to 
sleep a n d  d r e a m e d  a b o u t p o is o n e d  
w o lv e s  till it is a w o n d e r  she d i d  n o t 
h a v e  a real n i g h t m a r e .  T h e  q u e stio n  
w a s  a n s w e r e d ,  a n d  f o r  the t im e  be in g  
th e  a n s w e r  satisfied h e r .

W a r d  w a s  su r e ly  an u n u s u a l  t y p e  o f  
y o u n g  m a n .  H e  d i d  n o t  seem to  r e ­
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m e m b e r ,  the n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  t h a t  th e r e  
h a d  been a n y  o u t b r e a k  o f  b o t t le d  e m o ­
tio ns o n  his p a r t  the d a y  b e f o r e ,  o r  a n y  
ill t e m p e r  o n  the p a r t  o f  B il l y  L o u i s e —* 
o r  a n y t h i n g  a t  all o u t  o f  the o r d i n a r y .

B i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  p r e p a r e d  h e r s e lf  t o  
a p o lo g i z e — in some r o u n d a b o u t  m a n n e r  
w h i c h  w o u l d  effect a r e co n cilia tio n  
w i t h o u t  h u r t i n g  h e r  p r i d e  to o  m u c h —  
a n d  she w as r a t h e r  c h a g r in e d  to dis­
c o v e r  t h a t  W a r d  seemed n e it h e r  to  e x ­
pect n o r  to  w a n t  a n y  a p o lo g y .

“ S o r r y  1 g o t t a  g o ,  W i l l i a m . ”  lie v o l ­
u n t e e r e d  w h i m s i c a l l y ,  soon a f t e r  b r e a k ­
fa s t .  “ B u t  1 g o t t a  d i g .  S a y ,  W i l h e l -  
m i n a ,  i f  1 stay a w a y  l o n g  e n o u g h ,  w il l  
y o u  co m e  a f t e r  m e  a g a in  ?”

“ A  w ise  m a n , ”  sa id H i l l y  L o u i s e  e v a ­
s iv e ly ,  “ m a y  d o  a fo o lis h  t il in g  o n c e , 
‘ ail o n ly  a fo o l  does it t w i c e .”

" I  d o n 't  belie ve  i t ’ s the d o g , ”  W a r d  
s h o o k  bis head at h e r  in m o c k  m e d i t a ­
tio n . “ I t  w o u l d n ’t last o v e r n i g h t  i f  it  
w a s  j u s t  the d o g . ”  l i e  lo o k e d  at h e r ,  
w i t h  the h i d d e n  sm ile. “ A r e  y o u  su re 
t h a t -------- ”

“ I ’m  sure y o u  k n o w  h o w  t o  pe ste r a 
p e r s o n ! ”  T h e  lips o f  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
t w is t e d  h u m o r o u s l y ,  “ L o t s  o f  th in g s  
b o t h e r  m e ,  a n d  y o u  o u g h t  t o  help m e  
o u t  instead o f  m a k i n g  it w o r s e . ”  S h e  
w a l k e d  beside h i m  d o w n  to  the c o r r a l ,  
w h e r e  R a t t l e r  w a s  w a i t i n g ,  sa d d le d  a n d  
b r i d l e d ,  f o r  the h o m e w a r d  j o u r n e y .  

" W e l l ,  tell a f e l l o w  w h a t  t h e y  a re.
■Of c o u rs e , i f  i t ’s th e  d o g --------”

" W a r d  W a r r e n ,  y o u ’ re a w f u l ! I t  
isn't the d o g . W e l l ,  it is, b u t  th e r e  are 
heaps o f  o t h e r  th in g s  I w a n t  to k n o w  
tha t 1 d o n 't  k n o w .  A n d  y o u  d o n ’ t seem 
to  care a b o u t  a n y  single one o f  t h e m . ”  

W a r d  leaned u p  a gain st the fence a n d  
tilted his h a t to shade his eyes f r o m  the 
sun. “ N a m e  a f e w  o f  t h e m ,  W i l l i a m  
L o u i s a .  N o t  even a b r a v e  y o u n g  b u c k -  
a r o o  cun be e x p e c t e d  to m i n d  read a
g i r l ,  i f  he could-------- ”

“ W e l l ,  is it p o is o n  y o u  u s e ? ”  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  t h o u g h t  it best to c h a n ge  W a r d ’ s 
tre n d  o f  t h o u g h t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  “ L a s t

n i g h t  it j u s t  c a m e  t o  m e  all at once 
t h a t  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  f o u n d  s o m e  p o is o n  
beside s t r y c h n i n e -------- ”

“ E h ?  O h ,  I  s e e ! ”  H e  m a n a g e d  a 
r a t h e r  p r o v o k i n g  s l u r  o n  t h e  last w o r d .  
“ N o ,  W i l l i a m . ”  H i s  eyes t w i n k l e d  at 
h e r .  “ I t  i s n ’t  p o i s o n .  W h a t ’ s the o t h e r  
t h i n g  y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w ? ”

B i l l y  L o u i s e  f r o w n e d ,  h e s i ta t e d ,  a n d ,  
a c c e p tin g  th e  r e b u f f ,  w e n t  o n  t o  the n e x t  
q u e s tio n .

“ W h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  S e a b e c k's  cattle,  
a n d  M a r  t h y  a n d  C h a r l i e ’ s, a n d  all the 
o t h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  d i s a p p e a re d  ? Y o u  
d o n ’ t seem to  care at all t h a t  th e re  
seems t o  be r u s t l i n g  g o i n g  on a r o u n d  
h e r e . ”

W a r d  g a v e  h e r  a q u ic k  l o o k .  H i s  
t o n e  c h a n g e d  a b it .

“ I  d o n ’ t k n o w  t h a t  th e re  is a n y .  I  
n e v e r  y e t  l i v e d  in a c o w  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  
t h e r e  w a s n ’ t m o r e  o r  less ta lk  o f —- 
r u s t l i n g .  Y o u  d o n ’ t w a n t  to ta k e  g o s ­
sip like t h a t  t o o  s e r io u s ly .  A n y t h i n g  
m o r e  ?”

B i l l y  L o u i s e  g la n c e d  at h i m  s u r r e p ­
t i t i o u s l y ,  a n d  lo o k e d  a w a y  a g a i n .  T h e n  
she t r ie d  t o  g o  o n  as c a s u a lly  as she h a d  
b e g u n :

“ W e l l — t h e r e 's  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  the 
C o v e .  I  d o n ’ t  belie ve M a r t h y ’ s h a p p y .  
I  c o u l d n ’ t q u it e  get h o l d  o f  the t il in g  
y e s t e r d a y  t h a t  g a v e  m e  the b lu e s — b u t  
i t ’ s M a r t h y .  S h e ’ s g r i e v i n g ,  o r  so m e ­
t h i n g .  S h e ’ s— d i f f e r e n t .  S h e ’ s c h a n g e d  
m o r e  since last w i n t e r  t h a n  siie b 
ch a n g e d  since I  ca n r e m e m b e r .  Y o u  
n o tic e d  s o m e t h i n g — at least , y o u  s p N t e  
a b o u t  h e r  c o m i n g  u p  the g o r g e --------"

" I  said she t h in k s  a lot o f  y o u .  W i l -  
h d m i n a . ”  W a r d ' s  to n e  a n d  m a n n e r  
w e r e  n a t u r a l  a g a i n .  " 1  n o tic e d  her 
l o o k i n g  at: y o u  w h e n  y o u  d i d n ' t  kn . v  
it . S h e  t h in k s  a heap o f  y o u .  I  s h o u ld  
sa y ,  a n d  she’s w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  s o m e ­
t h i n g .  M a y b e  slic’ d r a t h e r  h a v e  y o u  
in  the C o v e  th a n  M i s s  G e r t r u d e  M .  
S h a n n o n .  D o n ’ t y o u  r e c k o n  a n  o ld 
l a d y  t h a t  has h a d  h e r  o w n  w a y  all  h e r



130 THE cP 0cPULAcR MAGAZINE

l i f e  k i n d  o f  d re a d s th e  a d v e n t  o f  a 
b r a n d - n e w  b r id e  in h e r  d o m a i n ? ”

" W h y ,  o f  c o u r s e !  P o o r  o l d  t h i n g —  
I  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t ! A n d  h e re  y o u  
h i t  the nail o n  th e  h e a d  j u s t  w i t h  a 
chance t h o u g h t .  T h a t  s h o w s  w h a t  it 
m e a n s to  be a b r a v e  y o u n g  b u c k a r o o ,  
w i t h  he aps a n d  piles o f  b r a i n s !”  S h e  
l a u g h e d  at h i m ,  b u t  b e h i n d  h e r  b a n t e r ­
i n g  w as a n e w  respect f o r  W a r d ’s as­
tuteness. ‘ ‘ G o  o n .  T e l l  m e  w h y  y o u  
d o n ’ t like  C h a r l i e  F o x — o r  w h y  y o u  
r e fu s e  to  a d m i t  h o w  nice a n d  k i n d  he 
is a n d --------

" B u t  I  d o n ’ t r e fu s e -------- ”
“ W e l l ,  I  p u t  it s t u p i d l y ,  o f  c o u rse , 

b u t  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I  m e a n . T e l l  m e  
y o u r  c a n d i d  o p i n i o n  o f  h i m . "

“ 1 h a v e n ’ t a n y . ”  W a r d  s m o k e d  i m ­
p e r t u r b a b l y  f o r  a m i n u t e ,  so th a t B i l l y  
L o u i s e  b e ga n  to  t h i n k  he w o u l d  n o t 
tell h e r  w h a t  she w a n t e d  to k n o w .  W a r d  
c o u ld  be a b s o lu t e ly ,  m a d d e n i n g l y  d u m b  
on some su bje cts,  as she h a d  re aso n  t o  
k n o w .  B u t  he c o n t in u e d ,  q u it e  f r a n k l y  
f o r  h i m  :

“ H a s  it e ve r s t r u c k  y o u ,  W i l l i a m  
J a n e ,  t h a t ,  a f t e r  all ,  F o x y  is n o t  sac­
rif ic in g  such a hell  o f  a l o t ? ”  F i e  b it  
his lip because o f  the w o r d  he h a d  let 
slip, b u t  since B i l l y  L o u i s e  t o o k  n o  n o ­
tice, he w e n t  o n : " H e ’ s g o t  a p r e t t y
g o o d  t h i n g ,  d o w n  t h e r e ,  i f  y o u  stop to  
t h i n k .  T h e  o ld  l a d y  w o n ’ t  liv e a l w a y s ,  
a n d  she's m a n a g e d  to  b u i ld  u p  a p r e t t y  
fine r a n c h . I t  stan d s F o x y  in h a n d  to 
be g o o d  to h e r ,  d o n 't  y o u  t h i n k  ? F l e ’ ll 
h a v e  a p r e t t y  g o o d  stake o u t  o f  it . F a r  
as I  k n o w ,  lie’ s all r i g h t .  I  m e r e ly  fa il  
to  see w h e r e  h e ’ s g o t  a r i g h t  to  w e a r  
a n y  h a lo  on his m a n l y  b r o w .  H e ’ s g o t 
a g o o d  h a n d  in th e  g a m e ,  a n d  h e ’ s p l a y ­
i n g  it— a heap b e t t e r  t h a n  lots o f  m e n  
w o u l d .  D o t ’ s all ,  W i l h e l m i n a . ”  H e  
t u r n e d  to  h e r  as i f  he w o u l d  dismiss 
the su b je c t. " D o n ’ t r u n  o f t  w i t h  th e  
n o t io n  t h a t  I ' m  o u t  a f t e r  th e  h e a r t ’ s 
b lo o d  o f  o u r  y o u n g  h e e - r o .  I  l ik e  h i m ,  
all r i g h t — f a r  as he goes. I  like  h i m  a 
h e a p  b e t t e r ,”  h e  o w n e d  f r a n k l y ,  " s in c e

I  g l o m m e d  h i m  d e v o u r i n g  th a t le tte r 
f r o m  M i s s  G e r t r u d e  M .  S h a n n o n .

" D o n ' t  y o u  w a n t  to  rid e  a w a y s  w i t h  
m e ? ”  F li s  eyes m a d e  lo v e  w h il e  he 
w a i t e d  f o r  h e r  t o  spe a k. " D o n ’t ? ”  
w h e n  she s h o o k  h e r  h e a d . " Y o u ’ re a 
p r e t t y  m e a n  y o u n g  p e r s o n  s o m e tim e s ,  
a r e n ' t  y o u ?  W h a ’ s m o l la ?  D i d  I  g i v e  
y o u  m o r e  m o o d  t h a n  I  w ip e d  o f f  the 
slate ?’ ’

" I  d o n ’ t k n o w .  Y o u  say a sentence 
o r  t w o — a n d  it's like sla sh in g  a k n i f e  
i n t o  a c u r t a i n .  Y o u  s h o w  all k i n d s  o f  
th in g s  t h a t  w e r e  nic ely c o v e r e d  b e ­
f o r e . ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  s po ke  g l o o m i l y .  
" I ’ ll see M a r t h y  as a p o o r  o ld la d y  
w a i t i n g  t o  be sa d d le d  w i t h  a boss, f r o m  
n o w  o n .  A n d  C h a r l i e  F o x  j u s t  s i m p ly  
f o r k i n g  f o r  his o w n  inte re sts a n d -------- ’ ’

" N o w ,  W i l l i a m ! ”
" O h ,  I  can see it m y s e l f ,  n o w -------- ”
" W e l l ,  w h a t  i f  he is? W e ’ re all o f  

us w o r k i n g  f o r  o u r  o w n  inte re sts,  a r e n 't  
w e ? ”  H e  sa w  the g l o o m  still deep in 
h e r  eyes a n d  f l u n g  o u t  b o t h  h a n d s  i m ­
p a t i e n t l y .  " A l l  r i g h t ,  all r i g h t !  I ’ ll 
p le ad  th e  cause o f  y o u r  y o u n g  h e e - r o ,  
t h e n .  W h a t  w o u l d  o ld  M a r t h y  d o  w ith ­
ou t  h i m ?  H e ’ s m a d e  h e r m o r e  c o m ­
fo r t a b l e  t h a n  she e v e r  w a s  in h e r  l ife ,  
p r o b a b l y .  I  no tice d a b i g  diffe re n c e  
in the ca b in  y e s t e r d a y .  A n d  h e ’ s d o ­
in g  the w o r k  a n d  t a k i n g  the r e s p o n s i­
b i l i t y ,  a n d  m a k i n g  th e  ra n c h  m o r e  v a l ­
u a b l e - e v e n  p u t  a bell o n  th e  g a te ,  I  
see, so s h e ’ ll k n o w  w h e n  c o m p a n y ’ s 
c o m i n g  a n d  can get h e r  k i t c h e n  s w e p t .  
H e ’ s d o n e  a l o t -------- ”

" F o r  h i m s e l f ! ”  I n  h e r  d i s il l u s i o n ­
m e n t ,  B i l l y  L o u i s e  w e n t  t o o  f a r  the 
o t h e r  w a y .  " A n d  th e  cabin is m o r e  
c o m f o r t a b l e  f o r  t h a t  g i r l  w h e n  he b rin g s 
h e r  th e r e  t o  r u n  o v e r  M a r t h y !”

" W e l l ,  w h a t  o f  it? Y o u  d o n ’ t e x ­
pect h i m  t o  p u t  in his tim e  f o r  n o t h ­
i n g ,  d o  y o u  ? I n  the last  a n a ly s is ,  w e ’ re 
all s e lf - c e n te r e d  b r u t e s ,  W i l h e l m i n a .  
W e ’ re t h i n k i n g  once f o r  th e  o t h e r  fe l ­
l o w  a n d  t w ic e  f o r  o u r s e lv e s ,  a lw a y s .  
I m  w o r k i n g  a n d  s c h e m in g  d a y  a n d
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n ig h t  t o  ge t a stak e — so I  can h a v e  w h a t  
m e a n s ha ppin e ss t o  m e . M a r t h y ’ s le t ­
t in g  F o x y  h a v e  f u l l  s w i n g  in th e  C o v e  
because th a t g ive s h e r  an easier l ife  
th a n  she's e v e r  h a d .  I f  she d i d n ’ t w a n t  
h i m  the re  she’ d m i g h t y  q u i c k  sho o  h i m  
u p the g o r g e — o r  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  th e  o l d
l a d y .  W e ’ re all selfish-------- ”

" I  t h i n k  i t ’ s a h o r r i d  w o r l d ! ”  r e ­
belled the y o u t h f u l  ideals o f  B i l l y  
L o u i s e .  “ I  w is h  y o u  w o u l d n ’ t say
y o u 'r e  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  o f  y o u r s e l f -------- ”

“ I ’m  h u m a n , ”  he p o i n t e d  o u t .  ' ' 1 
w a n t  m y  ha ppin e ss. S o  d o  y o u ,  f o r  
th a t m a t t e r .  W e  all w a n t  to  g e t  all w e
can o u t  o f  l i f e -------- ”

" A n d  at the o t h e r  f e l l o w ’ s e x p e n s e !”  
“ O h ,  n o t n e ce ssa rily . S o m e  o f  us 

w a n t  the o t h e r  f e l l o w  t o  be ju st  as 
h a p p y  as w e  a r e . ”  H i s  l o o k  p o in te d  
the m e a n in g  f o r  h i m .

“ 1 d o n ’t care— I  t h i n k  i t ’ s m e a n  o f
( harlie F o x  t o  b r i n g -------- ”

“ M a y b e  n o t .  T h e  chances a r e ,  the 
y o u n g  l a d y  w il l  tak e  t o  h o u s e w o r k  like  
a b e a r cub t o  a s i r u p  k e g ,  a n d  o ld  
M a r t h y  w il l  p o t t e r  a r o u n d  w i t h  h e r  
f l o w e r s ,  a n d  he p e r f e c t l y  h a p p y  w i t h  
the t w o  o f  t h e m . C h e e r  u p ,  B i l l  L o o !  
F e m m e  h a v e  a sm ile ,  a n y w a y ,  b e f o r e  I  
g o . A n d  I  w i s h , ”  he a d d e d  q u i z z i c a l l y ,  
" y o u ’ d spare m e  som e o f  t h a t  s y m p a ­
t h y  y o u ’ ve go t g o i n g  to  w a s t e . I ’m  a 
p o o r ,  lo n e so m e  d e v i l ,  w o r k i n g  a w a y  to  
get a Stake— a n d  y o u  k n o w  w h y .  I  
d o n ' t  h a v e  n o b o d y  t o  g i v e  m e  a k i n d  
w o r d ,  a n d  I  d o n ’ t h a v e  n o  f u n  n o r  n o t h ­
in g ,  n o h o w .  C o m e  o n  a n d  ru le  a m ile  
o r  t w o !"

“ 1 h a v e  to help m o m m i c , ”  sa id B i l l y  
L o u i s e — w h ic h  w a s  n o t  tr u e .

" W e l l ,  i f  y o u  w o n ’t ,  d a r n  it,  d o n ’ t ! "  
W a r !  reached d o w n ,  c a u g h t h e r  h a n d ,  
a n d  squ e e ze d it— a n d  t o o k  a chance o n  
b e in g  seen. “ G o t t a  g o ,  W i l h e l m i n a — • 
m i n e !  A d i o s ,  1 w o n ’ t stay a w a y  so 
lo n g  n e x t  t i m e .”  H e  t u r n e d  a w a y  to  his 
horse, s tu c k  his f o o t  in the s t i r r u p ,  a n d  
w e n t  u p  i n t o  the saddle w i t h o u t  a n y  a p ­

p a r e n t  e f f o r t .  F i e  s w u n g  R a t t i e r  close 
t o  w h e r e  she s to o d  beside the ga te .

" S u r e  y o u  w a n t  to be j u s t  p a ls ,  W i l ­
h e l m i n a  m i n e ? ”  he a s k e d ,  b e n d i n g  close 
t o  h e r.

“ O f  co u rse  I ’m  s u r e ,”  said  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  q u i c k l y — a shade t o o  q u i c k l y .

W a r d  l o o k e d  at h e r  i n t e n t l y ,  ar. i 
s h r u g g e d  his s h o u ld e rs .  " A l l  r i g h t , ”  
he said , in the to n e  w h ic h  m a d e  p la in  
his o p i n io n  o f  h e r  decisio n . “ Y o u ’ re 
th e  d o c t o r .”

B i l l y  L o u i s e  w a t c h e d  h i m  u p  th e  hill 
a n d  o u t  o f  sight o v e r  the t o p .  W h e n  
he w as g o n e ,  she c a u g h t  B l u e  a n d  s a d ­
dle d  h i m ,  m o u n t e d ,  arid w i t h  h e r  g u n  
b u c k l e d  a r o u n d  h e r hips a n d  h e r  ro p e  
coile d beside the sa ddle  f o r k ,  ro d e  d is­
m a l l y  u p  the c a n o n .

C H A P T E R  X 1 Y .
T H E  LITT L li  DEVILS OF DOUIiT.

W o l v e r i n e  C a n o n ,  w i t h  th e  a m  s i n n ­
i n g  d o w n  asla nt i n t o  its d e p t h s ,  w as a 
p ic t u re s q u e  g a s h  in th e  hills, w i l d  
e n o u g h  in all conscienee, b u t  t o  th e  n o r ­
m a l  p e rso n  n o t  in th e  least de gre e  
g l o o m y .  T h e  j u t t i n g  crags w e r e  su n lit  
a n d  w a r m .  T h e  c h e r r y  th ic k e ts  w h i s ­
p e r e d  in a l ig h t  b re e z e  a n d  sheltered 
b ir d s  t h a t  s a n g  in p e r f e c t  c o n t e n t.  T h e  
service berrie s w e r e  r i p e n i n g ,  a n d  h u n g  
h e a v y - l a d e n  b r a n c h e s  d o w n  o v e r  the 
tr a i l  t o  t e m p t  a r id e r  i n t o  l o i t e r in g .  T h e  
cre e k leaped o v e r  r o c k s ,  slid th in  blades 
o f  s w i f t  c u r r e n t  b e t w e e n  the h i g h e r  
b o w l d e r s ,  a n d  cre p t ste a lth ily  d o w n  to 
s h a d y  pools w h e r e  sp eckle d t r o u t  lay 
m o tio n le ss e x c e p t  f o r  g e n t ly  m o v i n g  
tail a n d  fins th a t h e l d  t h e m  s t a t i o n a r y  
in som e de e pe r s h a d o w .  N o t  a g l o o m y  
place, s u r e ly ,  w h e n  the peace o f  a s t u m y  
m o r n i n g  laid its spell u p o n  th e  l a n d .

B ill} '  L o u i s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  re ­
s p o n d  t o  th e  c a n o n ’ s e n tic e m e n ts . S h e  
b r o o d e d  o v e r  h e r  o w n  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  - 
a n d  the t a n t a l i z i n g  little p u z z l e s  w h ic h  
s o m e h o w  w o u l d  n o t  lend t h e m s e lv e s  to 
a n y  c o n v i n c i n g  s o lu t io n . S h e  w a s  in
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tha t c o n d i t io n  o f  n e r v o u s  depre ssio n  
w h e r e  she s a w  h e r  finest co w s d e a d  o f  
b lo at in  th e  a l f a l f a  m e a d o w s — a n d  h o w  
w o u l d  she p a y  t h a t  m a c h i n e r y  n o te ,  
t h e n ?  S h e  sa w  J o h n  P r i n g l e  c a llin g 
u n e x p e c t e d l y  a n d  insiste n tly f o r  his 
" t i m e ” — a n d  w h e r e  w o u l d  she find a n ­
o t h e r  m a n  w h o m  she c o u ld  t r u s t  o u t  
o f  h e r  sight ? J o h n  P r i n g l e  w a s  s l o w ,  
a n d  he w a s  s t u p id  a n d  g r o w l e d  a t  p o o r  
Phoebe till  B i l l y  L o u i s e  w a n t e d  t o  shake 
h i m ,  bu t he w a s  " s t e a d y , ”  a n d  t h a t  one 
v i r t u e  c o v e r s  m a n y  a m a n ’ s f a u l t s ,  a n d  
keeps h i m  d r a w i n g  w a g e s  r e g u l a r l y .

H e r  m o t h e r  h a d  been m o r e  a n d  m o r e  
inclined to w o r r y  as the h o t  w e a t h e r  
ca m e  o n ; la te ly ,  h e r  a n x i e t y  o v e r  small  
t h in g s  h a d  r a t h e r  g o t t e n  u p o n  th e  
n e rve s  o f  B i l l y  L o u i s e .  S h e  fe l t  ill- 
used a n d  d o w n - h e a r t e d ,  a n d  as i f  n o t h ­
in g  m a t te r e d  m u c h ,  a n y w a y .

S h e  w as in this p a r t i c u l a r l y  dissatis­
fied m o o d  w h e n  she ro d e  o u t  o f  the 
ca n o n  at its u p p e r  e n d .  w h e r e  the hills 
fo l d e d  s o f t l y  d o w n  in g r a s s y  va lle y s  
w h e r e  h e r  cattle l o v e d  best to  g r a z e .  
Sin ce  the grass h a d  sta rte d  in the s p r i n g  
she h a d  k e p t  h e r little h e r d  u p  here 
a m o n g  the l o w e r  h i l l s ; a n d  b y  r i d i n g  
a lo n g  the h i g h e r  rid ges e v e r y  d a y  o r  so 
a n d t u r n i n g  b a c k  a w a n d e r i n g  a n im a l 
n o w  a n d  t h e n ,  she h a d  h e ld  t h e m  in a 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  small  a r e a ,  w h e r e  t h e y  
w o u l d  be easily g a t h e r e d  in the f a l l .  A  
f e w  he a d  o f  S e a b e c k ’ s stock h a d  w a n ­
d e r e d  in a m o n g  h e r s ,  a n d  so m e  o f  M a r -  
t h y ’ s. A n d  th e re  w a s  a b i g ,  r o a n  steer 
t h a t  b o r e  'the b r a n d  o f  J o h n s o n ,  oy-pr 
o n  S n a k e  R i v e r .  B i l l y  L o u i s e  k n e w  
t h e m  all ,  as a h o u s e w i f e  k n o w s  h e r  
flock o f  c h icke n s, a n d  i f  she m issed see­
i n g  ce rtain  leaders in the scattered 
g r o u p s ,  she r o d e  u n t il  she f o u n d  t h e m . 
T w o  o ld  c o w s  a n d  o n e  b i g ,  red steer 
t h a t  se em ed a l w a y s  t o  h a v e  a f o l l o w ­
in g ,  w o r e  bells t h a t  c l u m p e d  pleasant 
little blobs o f  s o u n d  in the a ld e r  thic ke ts 
a lo n g  th e  cre e k as she pa ssed b y .

S h e  r o d e  u p  the l o n g  r id g e ,  w h ic h  
g a v e  h e r  a w i d e  v i e w  o f  th e  s u r r o u n d ­

i n g  hills,  a n d  s t o p p e d  B l u e  w h il e  she 
sta re d  m o o d i l y  a t  t h e  f a m i l i a r ,  s h a d o w -  
splotched e x p a n s e  o f  h i g h - p i l e d  rid ges 
w i t h  d e e p - g r e e n  v a lle y s  a n d  d e e p e r -  
h u e d  c a n o ns b e t w e e n .  S h e  l o v e d  t h e m , 
e v e r y  o n e ; b u t  t o - d a y  t h e y  fa i l e d  to 
steep h e r  senses in t h a t  deep c o n te n t 
w i t h  l i f e  w h i c h  o n l y  the g r e a t  o u t d o o r s  
can g i v e  t o  o n e  w h o  has le a r n e d  h o w  
s a t i s f y i n g  is t h e  d r a f t  a n d  h o w  s o o t h ­
i n g .

F a r  o v e r  t o  th e  e a s t w a r d  a b la c k  do t 
m o v e d  u p  a g r e e n  slope a n d  slid o u t  o f  
sight b e y o n d .  T h a t  m i g h t  be W a r d ,  
t a k i n g  a s h o r t  c u t  across the hill  t o  his 
c la im  b e y o n d  th e  p i n e - d o t t e d  r id g e  th a t 
l o o k e d  p u r p l e  in the distan ce . B i l l y  
L o u i s e  sighed w i t h  a v a g u e  d is q u ie t ,  
a n d  t u r n e d  t o  l o o k  a w a y  t o  th e  n o r t h ,  
w h e r e  the j u m b l e  o f  h i g h  hills grew  
m o r e  r u g g e d ,  w i t h  th e  v a lle y s  n a r r o w e r  
a n d  de e pe r.

H e r e  cam e t w o  o t h e r  d o t s ,  la r g e r  
a n d  m o r e  c le a rly  d e fin e d  as h o r s e m e n . 
F r o m  m e r e  objects t h a t  sto o d  h i g h e r  
t h a n  a n y  a n i m a l  a n d  m o v e d  w i t h  a p u r ­
p o s e f u l  d ire c tn e ss, t h e y  p r e s e n t ly  be­
ca m e  m e n  w h o  r o d e  w i t h  the easy s w i n g  
o f  h a b i t  v d ii c h  has b e co m e  a second 
n a t u r e .  T h e y  m u s t  h a v e  seen h e r  sit­
t i n g  still u p o n  h e r  ho rse  in the m id s t 
o f  t h a t  h i g h ,  s u n n y  p l a t e a u ,  f o r  th e y 
t u r n e d  a n d  ro d e  u p  the slope t o w a r d  
h e r .

B i l l y  L o u i s e  w a i t e d ,  to o  depressed u > 
w o n d e r  g r e a t l y  w h o  t h e y  w e r e .  S e a- 
be ck r id e r s ,  p r o b a b l y — a n d  so they" 
p r o v e d .  A t  least o n e  o f  t h e m  w a s  a 
S e a b e c k  m a n — F l o y d  C a r s o n ,  w h o  ha d 
t a l k e d  w i t h  h e r  at h e r  o w n  g a t e ,  an d 
h a d  t o ld  h e r o f  the suspected cattle 
stealing. T h e  o t h e r  m a n  w as a s t r a n ­
g e r  w h o m  F l o y d  in t r o d u c e d  as M r .  
B i r k e n .

T h e y  h a d  been " p r o w l i n g  a r o u n d , "  
a c c o r d in g  to F l o y d ,  t r y i n g  t o  see w h a t  
t h e y  c o u ld  see. F l o y d  w a s  on e  o f  these 
r o u n d - f a c e d ,  r o u n d - e y e d  y o u n g  fe llo w s  
w h o  does n o t  belie ve m u c h  in secrecy, 
a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  ta lks f r e e l y  w h e n e v e r
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a n d  w h e r e v e r  h e  d a re s. H e  said t h a t  
S e a b e c k  h a d  t u r n e d  t h e m  loose t o  keep 
cases, a n d  see i f  t h e y  c o u l d n ’t p ic k  u p 
the trail  o f  t h e s e 'r u s t le r s  w h o  w e r e  t T y ­
ing' to g e t rich oft" a r u n n i n g  i r o n  a n d  a 
l o n g  ro p e . I f  y o u  a r e  o f  th e  W e s t ,  y o u  
k n o w  w h a t  th a t m e a n s ;  a n d  i f  y o u  are 
n o t  y o u  o u g h t  to  guess th a t it  m ean s 
ste aling cattle,  a n d  let it g o  at t h a t .  I t  
w a s  n o t  u n t il  he h a d  t a lk e d  f o r  ten 
m in u t e s  o r  so t h a t  B i l l y  L o u i s e  becam e 
m o r e  t h a n  m i l d l y  in te re ste d  in the c o n ­
v e r s a t io n .

“ S a y ,  M i s s  M a c D o n a l d . ’ ' F l o y d  a ske d  
b y  w a v  o f  b e g i n n in g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h ,  
“ h o w  a b o u t  th a t f e l l o w  o v e r  o n  M i l l  
C r e e k ?  M e  w o r k e d  f o r  y o u  f o l k s  a 
y e a r  o r  so a g o ,  d i d n ’t he ? W h a t  does 
he d o ? ’ ’

“ l i e  has a r a n c h , ”  said B illy' L o u i s e ,  
w i t h  c a r e fu l  c a lm . “ H e ’ s w o r k i n g  o n  
it this s u m m e r ,  1 b e l ie v e .”

“ U h - b u h — w e  w e r e  o v e r  t h e r e  this 
m o r n i n g .  T h e m  Y f )  cattle u p  a b o v e  his 
place are his, I  r e c k o n ? "

" Y e s , ”  said B i l l y  L o u i s e .  “ H e ’ s 
been p u t t i n g  his w ag e s i n t o  cattle f o r  
a y e a r  o r  so. H e  w o r k e d  f o r  J t m k i n s  
last w i n t e r .  W h y  ?"

" O h — n o t h i n g ,  1 guess. O n l y  h e ’ s 
the o n ly  s t r a n g e r  in the c o u n t r y ,  an d 
his p r o s p e r i t y  a in 't  a c c o u n te d  f o r --------’ ’

“ O h — h u t it i s ! "  l a u g h e d  B i l l y  
L o u i s e .  “ I  o n l y  w is h  I h a d  h a l f  as 
clear a tic k e t.  W h e n  he is n ’t w o r k i n g  
o u t  lie’ s w o l f i n g ;  a n d  e v e r y  d o lla r  he 
gets h o l d  o f  he pu ts i n t o  t h a t  r a n c h . 
W e ’ve  k n o w n  h i m  a l o n g  t im e . H e  
d o e s n ’t b l o w  his m o n e y ,  y o u  see, like 
m o st fe l l o w s  d o . ”

F l o y d  f o u n d  occasion to h a v e  a slight 
a r g u m e n t  w i t h  his h orse j u s t  t h e n . H e  
h a p p e n e d  to be o n e  o f  th e  “ m o s t ”  f e l ­
l o w s ,  a n d  the occasion o f  M s  Iasi “ b l o w ­
o u t ”  w as fr e s h  in his m i n d .

“ W e l l ,  o f  co u rse  i f  y o u  k n o w  lie’ s 
all s t r a i g h t ,  tha t settles it . B u t  it su re 
seems q u e e r -------- ”

“ T h a t  f e l l o w  is s tr a ig h t as a s t r in g .

D o n ’t yro u  s u ppo se  i t ’ s so m e  g a n g  o v e r  
o n  the r i v e r ,  F l o y d ?  I ’ d l o o k  a r o u n d  
o v e r  t h e r e ,  I  b e lie v e ,  a n d  t r y  to  ge t 
a line o n  the u n a c c o u n t a b l e s . T h e r e ' s  
a lot o f  n e w  settlers ca m e  i n ,  j u s t  in th e  
last y e a r  o r  t w o ,  a n d  th e r e  m i g h t  be 
so m e  t o u g h  ones scattered t h r o u g h  th e  
b u n c h .  B e t t e r  see i f  th e re  has been a n y  
cattle s h i p p e d ,  o r  d r i v e n ,  t h r o u g h  t h a t  
w a y ,  d o n ’ t y o u  t h i n k ? ”

" W e  ca n t r y , ”  F l o y d  a sse n te d , w i t h ­
o u t  eagerness. “ B u t  as n e a r  as w e  can 
f i g u r e ,  i t ’ s t o o  m u c h  o f  a d r i b - d r a b  
p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h a t .  A  c o w  a n d  c a lf  
h e re  a n d  t h e r e ,  a n d  so o n .  W e  g o t  
w i n d  o f  it first w h e n  w e  w e n t  o u t  to 
b r i n g  in a ge n tle  c o w  t h a t  th e  de a co n  
w a n t e d  o n  th e  r a n c h .  W e  k n e w  w h e r e  
she w a s — o n l y  she w a s n ’ t th e r e  w h e n  w e  
w e n t  a f t e r  Iter. W e  h u n t e d  the hills 
f o r  a w e e k  a n d  c o u l d n ’ t f in d  a sign o f  
h e r  o r  h e r  c a l f .  A n d  she h a d  stu ck 
d o w n  in the c re e k b o t t o m  all th e  s p r i n g ,  
so it lo o k e d  k i n d a  f u n n y . ”  H e  t w i s t e d  
in th e  sa ddle a n d  l o o k e d  b a c k  at the 
p in e - c lo t t e d  r id g e .

“ T h e r e ’ s a Y 6  c a l f  u p  th e r e  t h a t ’ s a 
d e a d  r i n g e r  f o r  the o n e  w e ’ ve  been 
h u n t i n g , ”  he o b s e r v e d .  “ B u t  i t ’ s r u n ­
n i n g  w i t h  a c o w  t h a t  carries J  u n k i n s '  
o ld  b r a n d ,  so--------”  F i e  l o o k e d  a p o l o ­
g e tic a lly  i n t o  th e  c a lm  eyes o f  B i l l y  
L o u i s e .  “ O f  c o u r s e ,  I  d o n ' t  m e a n  to 
say t h e r e ’ s a n y t h i n g  w r o n g  u p  t h e r e , ”  
he h a s t il y  a s s u re d  h e r .  “ B u t  t h a t ’ s the 
reason I  t h o u g h t  I ’d  ask y o u  a b o u t  that 
f e l l o w . ”

“ O h ,  i t ’ s p e r f e c t l y  r ig h t  t o  m a k e  su re 
o f  e v e r y b o d y , ”  sm ile d B i l l y  L o u i s e .  
“ I ’d d o  th e  sam e t h i n g  m y s e l f .  B u t  
y o u ’ ll fin d  e v e r y t h i n g ’ s all s t r a i g h t  u p  
th e r e . W e  k n o w  all a b o u t  h i m ,  a n d  
h o w  a n d  w h e r e  he g o t  his f e w  head o f  
s to c k ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g .  B u t ,  o f  cou rse, 
y o u  c o u ld  ask T u n k i n s ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n v ’ 
d o u b t -------- ”

“ O h ,  w e ’ ll ta k e  y o u r  w o r d  f o r  it . I  
j u s t  w a n t e d  to  k n o w — lie’ s a s t r a n g e r  
to o u r  o u t f i t .  I ’v e  seen h i m  a f e w  times 
— w h a t ' s  his n a m e ?  U s  b o y s  call h i m
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N o i s y .  I t ’ s like  p u l l i n g  a w i s d o m  t o o th  
to  get a n y  k i n  da t a l k  o u t  o f  h i m . ”

“ H e  is a w f u l  q u i e t , ”  assented B i l l y  
L o u i s e  carele ssly. “ B u t  h e ’s real ste ad y 
t o  w o r k . ”

“ T h e m  q u ie t  fe l l o w s  g e n e r a l l y  a r e ,”  
p u t  in M r .  B i r k e n .  “ Y o u  r u n  stock in 
h e r e ,  t o o ,  d o  y o u .  M i s s  M a c D o n a l d ? ”

“ T h e  b i g  D s , ”  a n s w e r e d  B i l l y  
L o u i s e ,  a n d  s m ile d  f a i n t l y .  " I ’v e  been 
r a n g e  h e r d i n g  t h e m  b a c k  here in these 
fo o t h ills  this s u m m e r .  D o  y o u  w a n t  
t o  l o o k  t h r o u g h  the b u n c h  ?”

M r .  B i r k e n  b lu s h e d . " O h ,  n o — n o t  
at all . I  w a s w o n d e r i n g  i f  y o u  h a d  
lost a n y . ”

“ N o b o d y  w o u l d  ru stle  cattle f r o m  a 
l a d y ,  1 h o p e ?  A t  a n y  r a te ,  I  h a v e n ’t  
missed a n y  y e t .  T h e  f o l k s  d o w n  in th e  
C o v e  h a v e ,  t h o u g h . ”

“ Y e s ,  I  h e a rd  t h e y  h a d .  T h a t  bre e d 
ro d e  o v e r  to  see i f  he c o u ld  get a line 
o n  t h e m . I t ’ s h a r d  l u c k ; t h a t  C h a r l i e  
. F o x  seems a fine, h a r d - w o r k i n g  b o y ,  
d o n ’t y o u  t h i n k ? ”

" Y e s - s , ”  said B i l l y  L o u i s e  s h y l y ;  “ he 
seems real n ic e .”  S h e  l o o k e d  a w a y ,  
an d bit h e r  lip  se lf-c o n s c io u s ly  as she 
sp oke.

T h e  t w o  m e n  s w a l l o w e d  th e  b a it  like 
a h u n g r y  fish. T h e y  g la n c e d  at each 
o t h e r ,  a n d  w i n k e d  k n o w i n g l y .  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  saw  t h e m  f r o m  th e  tail  o f  h e r  
d o w n c a s t  e ye , a n d  p e r m i t t e d  h e r s e lf  a 
little sigh o f  r e li e f .  T h e y  w o u l d  be 
the m o r e  r e a d y  n o w  to  accept a t  its 
face v a l u e  h e r  s ta te m e n t c o n c e r n in g  
W a r d — unless t h e y  c re d ite d  h e r  w i t h  
the fe a t o f  b e in g  in lo v e  w i t h  t h e  t w o  
m e n  at the same tim e .

“ W e l l ,  I ’ m  s o r r y  C h a r l i e  F o x  ha s 
been tap p e d  o f f ,  t o o .  H e ’ s a m i g h t y  
fine c h a p ,”  de c la re d  F l o y d ,  w i t h  t r a n s ­
p a r e n t  h e a rtin e ss, his r o u n d  eyes d w e l l ­
i n g  c u r io u s l y  u p o n  the fa ce o f  B i l l y  
L o u i s e .

“ Y e s — I  m u s t  be g o i n g , ”  sa id t h a t  
y o u n g  w o m a n  s e lf-c o n s c io u s ly .  “ I ’v e  
q u it e  a circle t o  rid e  y e t .  I  h o p e  y o u  
locate the r u stle rs— a n d  i f  t h e r e ’ s a n y ­

t h i n g  I  can d o — i f  I  see o r  h e a r  a n y ­
t h i n g  t h a t  seems t o  b e  a c l e w ,  I ’ ll let 
y o u  k n o w  r i g h t  a w a y .  I ’ ve  been k e e p ­
i n g  m y  eyes o p e n  f o r  s o m e  trace o f  
t h e m ,  a n d — so has C h a r — M r .  F o x . ”  
T h e n  she b l u s h e d ,  a n d  t o ld  t h e m  g o o d -  
b y  v e r y  h a s t il y ,  a n d  lo p e d  o f f  u p  the 
r i d g e ,  a n d  l e f t  t h e m .

“ B a r k  u p  t h a t  tree f o r  a w h i l e ,  y o u  
t w o ! ”  she s a id ,  w i t h  a  t w i s t  o f  h e r  lips,  
w h e n  she w a s  w e ll  a w a y  f r o m  t h e m . 
“ Y o u — y o u  d a rn ed  i d i o t s !  T o  g o  
p r o w l i n g  a r o u n d  W a r d ’ s plac e, j u s t  as 
i f — W a r d ’ ll ta k e  a shot a t  t h e m  i f  he 
catches t h e m  n o s in g  t h r o u g h  his  s t o c k ! ”  
S h e  sc o w le d  at a b i g  D  c o w  t h a t  t h r u s t  
h e r  head o u t  o f  a n  a ld e r  t h i c k e t ,  a n d  
sent B l u e  in a f t e r  h e r .  F r o w n i n g ,  she 
w a t c h e d  t h e  a n im a l  g o  l u m b e r i n g  d o w n  
th e  hill  t o w a r d  th e  W o l v e r i n e .  " J u s t  
because h e ’ s a s t r a n g e r ,  a n d  d o e s n ’ t m i x  
w i t h  p e o p le ,  a n d  m i n d s  his o w n  b u s i ­
ness a n d  is t r y i n g  to  g e t a s t a r t ,  t h e y ’ re 
su spicio u s—-as i f  a m a n  ha s n o  r ig h t
t o --------- W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  I  m a n a g e d  t o
h e a d  t h e m  o f f ,  a n y w a y . ”

H e r  s a ti s fa c t io n  lasted w h il e  she r o d e  
t o  the n e x t  r id g e . T h e n  th e  little devils 
o f  d o u b t  cam e a - s w a r m i n g  a n d  a - w h i s -  
p e r i n g .  S h e  h a d  said she k n e w  all 
a b o u t  W a r d ; w e l l ,  she d i d ,  t o  a g r e a te r
e x t e n t  t h a n  o th e r s  k n e w .  B u t --------  S h e
w o n d e r e d  i f  she d i d  n o t  k n o w  to o  
m u c h  ; o r  i f  she k n e w  e n o u g h .  T h e r e
w e r e  so m e  th in g s --------

S h e  t u r n e d ,  u p o n  the crest o f  the 
r id g e ,  a n d  l o o k e d  a w a y  t o w a r d  the p in e -  
d o t t e d  h e ig h t  loc ally  k n o w n  as th e  B i g  
H i l l ,  b e y o n d  w h i c h  W a r d ’ s c la im  lay 
sn u g g le d  o u t  o f  sight in its little v a l ­
le y .  “ I ’v e  a g o o d  m i n d  t o  rid e o v e r  
th e r e  r ig h t  n o w ,  a n d  m a k e  h i m  tell m e , ”  
she said to  h e r s e lf .  S h e  sto ppe d B l u e  
a n d  sat th e r e  u n d e c i d e d  w h il e  the w i n d  
l i f t e d  a lock o f  h a i r  a n d  flip p e d  it across 
h e r  c he e k. “ I f  he ca res— like  he says 
he cares— h e ’ ll tell m e , ”  she m u r m u r e d .  
“ I  d o n ' t  belie ve i t ’ s w o l v e s .  A n d ,  o f  
c o u rs e , it is n ’t— w h a t  those fe l lo w s  
se emed to t h i n k .  B u t — w h e r e  d id  he



135FORTUNE’S FOOTBALL

get the m one)-  f o r  all t h a t -------- ”  S h e
sighed d i s t r e s s f u l l y .  “ I  ha te  to  ask 
h i m — h e ’ d t h i n k  I  d i d n ' t  t r u s t  h i m ,  a n d  
I  do. 1 do  t r u s t  h i m  i”  T h e r e  w as th e  
little head d e v i l  o f  d o u b t ,  a n d  she 
f o u g h t  h i m  fiercely. "I d o ! I d o ! ”  
S h e  t h r u s t  the d e c la ra t io n  o f  f a i t h  like 
a s w o r d  t h r o u g h  the d o u b t  d e v il  t h a t  
c lu n g  a n d  w h is p e r e d .  “Dca*- W a r d !  I  
d o  t r u s t  y o u !”  S h e  b l in k e d  b a c k  tears 
a n d  b it  h e r  tips t o  s t o p  t h e ir  q u i v e r i n g .  
“ H u t ,  d a r n  it. 1 d o n ’ t see w h y ' y o u  d i d n ’ t 
tell m e ! ”  T h e r e  it w a - — a p e r fe c t ly  
h u m a n  w o m a n  re se n tm e n t t o w a r d  a 
n a g g i n g  m y s t e r y .

S h e  he a d e d  B lu e  d o w n  the slope ar.d 
as stra ig h t f o r  the B i g  H i l l  as she co u ld 
g o . S h e  w o u l d  g o  a n d  m a k e  W a r d  tell 
h e r w h a t  he h a d  been d o in g .

T h e r e  w as n o  tr a il  th a t w a y ,  a n d  th e  
ridges w e r e  steep an d the ca nons c i r ­
cu ito u s . B u t  B l u e  w as a g o o d  h o r s e ,  
w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  s t a m in a  a n d  m u c h  e x ­
perien ce . l i e  c a r rie d  his l a d y  s a fe ly  
a n d  c a r rie d  h e r  w i l l i n g l y .  E v e n  h e r  i m ­
patie nce c o u ld  find n o  f a u l t  w i t h  the 
m a n n e r  in w h ic h  he clim b e d  steep 
pitche s, slid d o w n  slopes as steep,  
j u m p e d  n a r r o w  washouts*, a n d  p ic k e d  
his w a y  t h r o u g h  thic kets  o f  q u a k i n g  
aspens o r  o v e r  w i d e  stretches o f  shale 
r o d s  a n d  lava  b e d s, l i e  w as w e t  to  
his ear.-, w h e n  final!}’ lie shuffled into  
W a r d ’ s trail  u p  the creek bottom ; b u t  
he b r e a th e d  e v e n l y ,  and lie c a r r ie d  liis 
he a d  h i g h  a n d  p e r k e d  his ear.- k n o w ­
i n g ly  f o r w a r d  w h e n  the c o rra l a n d  hay­
stack ca m e  i n t o  v i e w  around a sh a rp  
b e n d . H e  splashed both f o n t  fe et i n t o  
th e  cre e k j u s t  b e f o r e  the c a b in , a n d  
sto ppe d to  d r i n k  w h il e  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
stared at the silent place.

B y  the t rack s a lo n g  Ifee creek trail  
she k n e w  t h a t  W a r d  h a d  co m e  h o m e ,  
a n d  site u r g e d  B l u e  across the f o r d  a n d  
u p  the b a n k  to th e  c a b in . S h e  slid o f f  
a n d  w e n t  in b o l d l y  to  hide  h e r  i n w a r d  
e m b a r r a s s m e n t — a n d  she f o u n d  n o t h i n g  
b u t  em ptine ss th e re .

B i l l y  L o u i s e  d i d  n o t  t a k e  l o n g  to i n ­
v e s tig a te . T h e  c o ffe e p o t  w a s  still w a r m  
o n  the sto ve  w h e n  she laid h e r  p a lm  
a gain st it— a n d  she i m m e d i a t e l y  p o u r e d  
h e r s e lf  a c u p o f  c o ffe e . A  plate a n d  a 
c u p  o n  the table t o l d  t h a t  W a r d  h a d  
eaten a h u r r i e d  m e a l a n d  h a d  n o t  t a k e n  
t im e  t o  clear a w a y  th e  l i t t e r .  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  ate w h a t  w a s  l e f t ,  a n d  m e c h a n ­
ically  she w a s h e d  t h e  dishes a n d  m a d e  
e v e r y t h i n g  n e a t  b e f o r e  she w e n t  d o w n  
t o  l o o k  f o r  R a t t l e r .  S h e  h a d  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  W a r d  w a s  o u t  s o m e w h e r e  a b o u t  
th e  place, a n d  w o u l d  r e t u r n  v e r y  so o n ,  
p r o b a b l y .  B l u e  she h a d  l e f t  s t a n d i n g  in 
p la in  sight b e f o r e  th e  c a b in ,  so t h a t  
W a r d  w o u l d  .-.ee h i m ,  a n d  k n o w  she w as 
t h e r e — a f a c t  w h i c h  she r e g r e tt e d .

W h i l e  she w a s  w a s h i n g  dishes a n d  
s w e e p in g  she h a d  been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
o f  so m e  e xcu se  f o r  h e r  presence th e r e . 
I t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  be a w k w a r d ,  h e r  c o m ­
i n g  t h e r e  o n  his heels, on e  m i g h t  sa y. 
S h e  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  the first t im e  h e r  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  she h a d  to  help m o m m i e ,  
a n d  so c o u ld  n o t  t a k e  th e  t im e  t o  r i d e '  
e v e n  a m ile  w i t h  h i m !

B i l l y  L o u i s e  began t o  w i s h  she h a d  
n o t  c o m e . S h e  b e g a n  t o  feel q u it e  cer­
t a in  t h a t  W a r d  w o u l d  be s u r p r is e d  a n d  
d is g u s te d  w h e n  he f o u n d  h e r  t h e r e ,  a n d  
w o u l d  l o o k  at h e r  w i t h  t h a t  f a i n t  c u rl  
o f  the lip a n d  t h a t  f a i n t e r  l i f t  o f  the 
n o s tril  a b o v e  i t ,  w h i c h  m a d e  h e r  g o  h o t  
all o v e r  w i t h  t h e  s c o r n  in t h e m . S h e  
h a d  seen li i m  l o o k  t h a t  w a y  o n ce  o r  
t w ic e ,  a n d ,  in spite o f  h e r s e l f ,  she b e ­
g a n  to p i c t u r e  his fa ce  w i t h  th a t e x ­
pre ssio n.

B i l l y  L o u i s e  w a s  o n  the p o i n t  o f  r i d ­
i n g  a w a y  a g o o d  deal m o r e  h a s t ily  th a n  
she h a d  c o m e , in th e  h o p e  t h a t  W a r d  
w o u l d  n o t  d i s c o v e r  h e r  t h e r e .  T h e n  h e r  
o w n  s tu b b o r n n e s s  ca m e  u p p e r m o s t ,  a n d  
she t o ld  h e r s e lf  t h a t  she h a d  a p e r f e c t  
r ig h t  to  rid e  w h e r e v e r  she pleased, a n d  
t h a t  i f  W a r d  d i d n ’ t  like  it  he c o u ld  do 
th e  o t h e r  t h in g .

S h e  w e n t  to  the d o o r  a n d  sto o d  l o o k ­
i n g  o u t  f o r  a m i n u t e ,  w o n d e r i n g  w h e r e
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he w a s . S h e  t u r n e d  b a c k ,  a n d  stare d 
a r o u n d  the r o o m ,  w h i c h  s o m e h o w  held 
th e  i m p r i n t  o f  his p e r s o n a l i t y  in  spite 
o f  its r o u g h  s i m p li c i ty .

T h e r e  w a s  a little w i n d o w  b e h i n d  t h e  
b u n k ,  a n d  beside th a t a s h e lf  tilled w i t h  
b o o k s  a n d  s m o k i n g  m a t e r i a l  a n d  
m a tc h e s . S h e  k n e w  b y  the v e r y  a r ­
r a n g e m e n t  o f  th a t sh e lf  a n d  w i n d o w  
t h a t  W a r d  lik e d  to  lie th e r e  o n  th e  b u n k  
a n d  re ad w h il e  the lig h t lasted. W e l l ,  
he w a s  n o t  th e r e  n o w ,  at a n y  ra te .  S h e  
w e n t  o v e r  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  the titles o f  
th e  b o o k s ,  t h o u g h  she h a d  e x a m i n e d  
t h e m  w i t h  inte re st o n l y  y e s t e r d a y .  
T h e r e  w a s  B u r n s — a n d  she k n e w  w h y  
it  w a s  he c o u ld  re pe a t T a m  O ' S h a n t e r  
so r e a d ily  w i t h  n e ve r a ' m o m e n t ’ s hesi­
t a t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  v o l u m e s  o f  
S c o t t — “ L a d y  o f  the L a k e ’ ’ a n d  o t h e r  
p o e m s , m u c h  t h u m b e d  an d w i t h  a cig a ­
rette  b u r n  o n  the f r o n t  c o v e r ,  a n d  “ K e n ­
i l w o r t h . ”  T h e r e  w e r e  se veral b o o k s  o f  
K i p l i n g ’ s, m o s t l y  v e rse s, a n d  beside it 
M o r g a n ’ s “ A n c i e n t  S o c i e t y , ”  w i t h  the 
co rn e rs b r o k e n ,  a n d  a f i n e - p r in t  v o l u m e  
o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s p l a y s .  T h e n  t h e r e  w:as 
a pile o f  m a g a z i n e s ,  a n d  b e y o n d  th e m  

' a slack o f  b o o k s  wdiose su bje cts v a r i e d  
f r o m  B a l z a c  to  s t r a n g e ,  s c ie n tific -s o u n d ­
i n g  n a m e s. A t  the o t h e r  en d o f  th e  
d i e l f ,  w i t h i n  easy reach f r o m  one l y i n g  
u p o n  the b u n k ,  w i t h  a c ig a r  b o x  f u l l  o f  
s m o k i n g  to b a cco , a h a l f  d o z e n  b o o k s  o f  
c igare tte  p a p e r s ,  a n d  se ve ra l b lo cks o f  
s m a ll ,  e v i l- s m e l l in g  m a t c h e s ,  w h i c h  m e n  
o f  the o u t d o o r s  c a r r y  f o r  t h e ir  c o m ­
pa ct f o r m  a n d  s l o w ,  ste a d y b la ze .

A t  th e  head o f  the be d h u n g  a fl o u r  
ra ck h a l f  f u l l  o f  so m e  h a r d ,  l u m p y  
s t u ff  w h i c h  B i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  n o t  n o tice d 
b e f o r e .  S h e  fe l t  the b a g  t e n t a t i v e l y ,  
c o u ld  n o t  guess its c o n te n ts ,  a n d  fin ally  
t o o k  it d o w n  a n d  u n t ie d  it. W i t h i n ,  
w e r e  i r r e g u l a r  scraps a n d  s trip s o f  
s t u f f  h a r d  as b o n e — a p u z z l e  still t o  o n e  
u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the f r o n t i e r .  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  p u lle d  o u t  a little piece, n ib b le d  
a c o r n e r ,  a n d  p r o n o u n c e d ,  “ M - m m ! 
J e r k y !  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  s w ip e  some o f

t h a t , ”  w h i c h  she p r o c e e d e d  t o  d o ,  t o  
the e x t e n t  o f  f i ll in g  h e r  p o c k e t .  F o r  
t o  those w h o  h a v e  le a r n e d  t o  like  it ,  
j e r k e d  v e n is o n  is q u it e  as desirable  as 
m i l k  c h o co late  o r  a n y  o t h e r  n i b b l y  t it ­
bit .

T h e  o p p o s ite  w a l l  h a d  t w o  sacks o f  
f l o u r  stac ke d a gain st i t ,  a n d  b o x e s  o f  
staple  c a n n e d  g o o d s ,  such as c o r n  a n d  
t o m a t o e s  a n d  m i l k  a n d  peaches. A  b o x  
o f  c a n n e d  peaches sto o d a t  the h e a d  o f  
t h e  b e d ,  a n d  u p o n  t h a t  a case o f  t o m a ­
to e s. W a r d  u se d t h e m  f o r  a ta b le ,  a n d  
set th e  l a n t e r n  th e r e  w h e n  he w a n t e d  
t o  re ad in b e d . “ H e ’ s g o t  a p r e t t y  g o o d  
s u p p l y  o f  g r u b , ”  w a s  the v e r d i c t  o f  
B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  s i z i n g  u p  the a s s o r t m e n t  
w h i l e  she n ib b le d  at th e  piece o f  j e r k y .  
“ I  w o n d e r  w h e r e  he is, a n y w a y ? ”  A n d  
a m o m e n t  l a t e r :  “ H e  o u g h t n ’ t  t o  h a n g  
his best cloth es u p  lik e  t h a t — t h e y ’ll be 
all w r i n k l e d  w h e n  he w a n t s  t o  p u t  t h e m  
o n . ”

S h e  w e n t  o v e r  a n d  disposed the best 
clothes to  h e r  l i k i n g ,  a n d  s h o o k  o u t  th e  
d u s t .  S h e  h a d  to o w n  t o  h e r s e lf  t h a t  
f o r  a b a c h e lo r  W a r d  w a s  v e r y  o r d e r l y  
— t h o u g h  he d i d  let his tr o u s e r s  h a n g  
d o w n  o v e r  the f l o u r  sacks in  a w a y  to  
w h i t e n  t h e i r  h e m s . S h e  h u n g  t h e m  in 
a d i f f e r e n t  place.

B u t  w h e r e  w a s  W a r d ?  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
b e t h o u g h t  h e r  t h a t  B l u e  d e s e r v e d  s o m e ­
t h i n g  t o  eat a f t e r  t h a t  h a r d  r id e ,  a n d  
led h i m  d o w n  to  th e  stable. T h e r e  w as 
n o  sign o f  R a t t l e r ,  a n d  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
w o n d e r e d  a n e w  a t  W a r d ’ s a b s e n c e ;  it 
d i d  n o t  seem consistent w i t h  his haste to  
lea ve  th e  W o l v e r i n e  a n d  his f r e q u e n t  
a sse rtio n  t h a t  he m u s t  g e t to w o r k .  
F r o m  th e  stable d o o r  she c o u ld  lo o k  
o v e r  p r a c t ic a l ly  the w h o l e  cre e k b o t ­
t o m  w i t h i n  his fe n c e ,  a n d  she c o u ld  see 
th e  b r o a d  sw e e p o f  t h e  hills o n  e ith e r  
side. O n  h e r  w a y  b a c k  t o  th e  ca bin , 
she t r i e d  t o  t r a c k  R a t t l e r ,  b u t  the re  
w e r e  se veral stock tr a ils  le a d in g  in d i f ­
f e r e n t  d ir e c tio n s ,  a n d  th e  soil w a s  t o o  
d r y  t o  le a ve  a n y  d i s t in g u i s h in g  m a r k s .

S h e  w a i t e d  f o r  a n  h o u r  o r  t w o ,  sit-
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l i n g  in th e  d o o r w a y  n i b b l in g  j e r k y  a n d  
t r y i n g  to  re ad a m a g a z i n e .  T h e n  she 
f o u n d  a stu b o f  p e n cil,  t o r e  o u t  a n  a d ­
v e r t is i n g  page w h i c h  h a d  a w i d e  m a r ­
g i n ,  w r o t e :  ‘ T  d o n ’t t h i n k  y o u ’ re a bit
n i c e ! W h y  d o n ’ t y o u  stay h o m e  w h e n  
a f e l l o w  comes to  see y o u ? ”  a n d  fo l d e d  
it n e a t l y  a n d  p u t  it in the c ig a r  b o x  o f  
to bacco o v e r  W a r d ’ s p i l l o w .  I t  n e v e r  
<mce o c c u r r e d  to  h e r  t h a t  W a r d ,  w h e n  
he f o u n d  th e  n o t e ,  w o u l d  belie ve she 
h a d  placed it the re  the d a y  b e f o r e ,  a n d  
w o u l d  n e v e r  guess b y  its t e x t  t h a t  she 
h a d  m a d e  a second t r i p  to  his c la im .

S h e  r e sad dle d B l u e  a n d  ro d e  a w a y ,  
m o r e  depressed t h a n  e v e r ,  because h e r  
depression w a s  n o w  m i x e d  w i t h  a  d is­
a p p o i n t m e n t  k e e n e r  th a n  she w o u l d  
h a v e  ca re d to  a c k n o w le d g e  e v e n  t o  
h e rs e lf .

C H A P T E R  X V .
THE CORRAL IN THE CANON.

W h e r e  the cre e k tr a i l  crossed th e  
B i g  H i l l  a n d  th e n  s w u n g  t o  th e  l e f t ,  
tha t it m i g h t  f o l l o w  t h e  easy slopes o f  
C e d a r  C r e e k ,  B l u e  t u r n e d  o f f  t o  th e  
r ig h t  o f  his o w n  a c c o r d  as i f  he t o o k  it 
f o r  g r a n t e d  th a t his l a d y  w o u l d  r e t u r n  
th e  w a y  she h a d  co m e . H i s  l a d y  h a d  
n o t  t h o u g h t  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  a f t e r  
a b r i e f  he s ita tio n  she de cided t h a t  B l u e  
sh o u ld  h a v e  his w a y ; a f t e r  all ,  it w o u l d  
s i m p l i f y  h e r  e x p la n a t i o n s  o f  the l o n g  
rid e  i f  she came h o m e  b y  w a y  o f  the 
c a n o n . S h e  c o u ld  say t h a t  she h a d  
r id d e n  f a r t h e r  o u t  i n t o  th e  hills t h a n  
u su a l— w'hich w a s  t r u e  e n o u g h .

B i l l y  L o u i s e  c o u ld  n o t  feel de pressed 
f o r  v e r y  l o n g ,  a n d  b e f o r e  she h a d  
c lim b e d  o v e r  th e  first r u g g e d  r id g e  t h a t  
reached o u t  like  a c r o o k e d  fi n g e r  i n t o  
th e  n a r r o w  v a l l e y ,  she w a s  h u m m i n g  
u n d e r  h e r  b r e a t h ,  a n d  r i d i n g  w i t h  th e  
rein s d r o p p e d  loose u p o n  B l u e ’ s n e c k ,  
so  tha t he w e n t  w h e r e  the w a y  pleased 
h i m  best. B e f o r e  she w a s  d o w n  t h a t  
r id g e  a n d  b e g i n n in g  to c lim b  t h e  n e x t ,  
she w a s  sin g in g  s o f t l y  a so n g h e r

m o t h e r  h a d  t a u g h t  h e r  l o n g  a g o ,  w h e n  
she w a s  se ve n  o r  s o :
“ The years creep slowly by, Lorena,
The snow is on the grass again;
The sun’s low down the sky, Lorena-—

B l u e  g a t h e r e d  h i m s e l f  t o g e t h e r  a n d  
j u m p e d  a  w a s h o u t  th r e e  fe e t across 
a n d  g o o d n e s s  k n o w s  h o w  d e e p , a n d  
j a r r e d  t h a t  m e l a n c h o l y  m e l o d y  q u it e  o u t  
o f  B i l l y  L o u i s e ’ s m i n d .  W h e n  she h a d  
settled h e r s e lf  a g a in  t o  th e  s lo w  c l i m b ,  
she b r o k e  o u t  w i t h  w h a t  she called 
W a r d ’ s C o m e - a l l - y e ,  a n d ,  w i t h  a t w i n k l e  
o f  eye a n d  b o t h  d i m p l e s  s t a n d in g  d e e p , 
w e n t  o n ,  w i t h  a v e r y  s lig h t i n t e r r u p t i o n  
in  h e r  s i n g i n g :

“  ‘ O h ,  a t e n - d o l l a r  bo ss a n d  a f o r t y -  
d o l l a r  s a d d le ’— t h a t ’ s y o u ,  B l u e .  Y o u  
d o n ’ t a m o u n t  t o  n o t h i n g  n o h o w ,  d o i n g  
j a c k - r a b b i t  s tu n ts like  t h a t  w h e n  I ’ m  
n o t  l o o k i n g !  ‘ C o m a  ti  y i  y o u p y ,  
y o u p y - a !’ ”  S h e  w a t c h e d  a c lo u d  
s h a d o w  sw e e p lik e  a g r e a t  b i r d  o v e r  a 
s u n n y  slope, a n d  m u r m u r e d  w h i l e  she 
w a t c h e d : “ C l o u d  boats s a ilin g  s u n n y  
seas— is t h a t  o r i g i n a l ,  o r  h a v e  I  c r ib b e d  
it f r o m  so m e  h o n e s t - t o - g o o d n e s s  po e t?  
B l u e ,  i f  f a t e  h a d n ’ t  m a d e  a c o w - p u n c h e r  
o f  m e ,  I ’ d  be c h e w i n g  u p  lea d pencils 
t r y i n g  t o  fin d  a r h y m e  f o r  a l f a l f a ,  
m a y b e .  A n d  w h e r e  w o u l d  y o u  be ,  y o u  
o l d  ska te ? I f  th e  L o u i s e  o f  m e  h a d  
been d e v e lo p e d  at th e  e x p e n s e  o f  the 
B i l l y  o f  m e — a n d  I ’ d t a k e n  to  m a k i n g  
B a t t e n b e r g  doilies w i t h  b u tte rflie s  in 
th e  c o r n e r s ,  a n d  e m b r o i d e r i n g  corset 
c o v e r s  till  I  p u t  m y  eyes o u t ,  a n d  w r i t ­
i n g  p o e t r y  o n  S u n d a y s  w h e n  m o m m i e  
w o u l d n ’ t  let m e  s e w . . . .  I  w o n ­
d e r  i f  W a r d  . . . M a y b e  h e ’ d h a v e  
lik e d  m e  b e t t e r  i f  I ’ d l iv e d  u p  to  the 
L o u i s e  a n d  c u t o u t  th e  B i l l y  p a r t .  I ’ d 
be h o m e ,  r i g h t  n o w ,  a s k i n g  m o m m i e  
w h e t h e r  I  s h o u ld  use soda o r  b a k i n g
p o w 'd e r  to  m a k e  m y  m u ffi n s  w i t h --------
O h ,  g r a c i o u s !”  S h e  lea n e d o v e r  a n d  
c a u g h t  a h a n d f u l  o f  B l u e ’ s slaty m a n e  
a n d  t o u s le d  it  till  he laid his ears flat 
o n  his h e a d  a n d  flip p e d  his nose  a r o u n d  
to  s h o w  h e r  t h a t  his teeth  w e r e  b a r e d
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t o  the g u m s . B i l l y  L o u i s e  l a u g h e d ,  a n d  
g a v e  a n o t h e r  y a n k .

“ Y o u  w is h  I  w e r e  a n  e m b r o i d e r i n g  
y o u n g  l a d y ,  d o  y o u ?  A w ,  w h e r e  w o u l d  
y o u  be, it  y o u  d i d n ' t  h a v e  m e  to d e v il  
th e  l i f e  o u t  o f  y o u ?  W e l l ,  w h y  d o n ' t  
y o u  take a c h u n k  o u t  o f  m e ,  t h e n ?  
D o n ’t be a n  o ld  b l u f f e r ,  B l u e .  I f  y o u  
w a n t  to ca t m e ,  w h y ,  g o  t o  i t ; o n l y  
y o u  d o n ’ t. Y o u ’ re j u s t  a - b lu ffin g . Y o u  
like  to  be to u s le d ,  a n d  y o u  k n o w  it—  
else w h y  d o  y o u  ta g  m e  all o v e r  th e  
place w h e n  I  d o n ’ t w a n t  y o u ?  H u h ?  
T h a t ' s  to  p a y  y o u  b a c k  f o r  j u m p i n g  
t h a t  w a s h o u t  w h e n  I  w a s n ’t l o o k i n g ! ’ ’ 
— a t w i t c h  o f  the m a n e  h e re , t h a t  
b r o u g h t  B l u e ’s h e a d  a r o u n d  a g a i n ,  w i t h  
all his teeth  s h o w i n g — “ a n d  this is f o r  
j a r r i n g  t h a t  l o v e l y ,  w e e p y  s o n g  o u t  o f  
m e . Y o u  k n o w  y o u  hate it— y o u  al­
w a y s  d o  la v b a c k  y o u r  ears w h e n  I
s in g  t h a t ,  b u t ---------O h ,  all r i g h t — w h e n
I  sing, t h e n ! B u t  y o u ’v e  g o t  t o  sta n d  
f o r  it. I ’ v e  been an i n d i g o  b a g  all d a y  
lo n g ,  a n d  I ’ m  g o i n g  to  sing i f  I  w a n t  
t o .  F a t e  'm a d e  m e  a l a d y  c o w - p u n c h  
instead o f  a poet-ess, a n d  y o u  c a n ’ t sto p 
m e  f r o m  singing w h e n  I  feel it in m y  
s y s t e m .’ ’

S h e  be ga n  a g a in  w i t h  the " i e n - d o H a r  
boss a n d  f o r t y - d o l l a r  s a d d l e ,”  a n d  sang 
as m u c h  o f  the o ld  tr a i l  s o n g  as she 
h a d  e v e r  h e a r d  a n d  c o u ld  r e m e m b e r ,  
s u b s t i tu t i n g  m i l d e r  e x p le t i v e s  n o w  a n d  
t h e n ,  a n d  l a u g h i n g  at h e r s e lf  f o r  d o i n g  
i t ,  because a s e lf-c o n fe s s e d  “ l a d y  c o w -  
pu n ch.”  is, a f t e r  all ,  h e d g e d  a b o u t  b y  
ce rtain  l im i t a t i o n s  in the m a t t e r  o f  b o t h  
speech a n d  c o n d u c t .  S h e  d i d  n o t  sing 
it all,  b u t  she sa n g e n o u g h  t o  last o v e r  
a m ile  o f  r o u g h  g o i n g ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  h a v e  
to  repeat m a n y  verses t o  d o  it .

B lu e ,  because she s t i l l ' l e f t  the reins 
lc >se, chose his o w n  t r a i l ,  w h i c h  w a s  
easier tha n  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  t a k e n  
in the f o r e n o o n ,  b u t  m o r e  r o u n d a b o u t .  
B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  o b s e r v i n g  h o w  lie a v o id e d  
r o c k y  patches a n d  w e n t  c o n s id e r a b ly  
o u t  o f  his w a y  to ke e p his fe e t o n  s o ft  
soil , s t o p p e d  in the m i d d l e  o f  a “ C o m a

t y  y i ”  to  ask h i m  s o lic ito u s ly  i f  he 
w e r e  g e t t i n g  t e n d e r - f o o t e d ; a n d  p r o m ­
ised h i m  a f e w  d a ys  o f f ,  in th e  p a s t u r e . 
T h e r e a f t e r  she e n c o u ra g e d  th e  r o u n d ­
a b o u t  p r o g r e s s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  she k n e w  
it  w o u l d  ke e p t h e m  in th e  hills u n til  
c j u s k ; f o r  she w a s  f o o l i s h l y  c a r e f u l  o f  
B l u e ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  she m i g h t  tease 
h i m  a n d  call h i m  n a m e s.

Q u i t e  s u d d e n l y ,  j u s t  at s u n d o w n ,  h e r  
c h e e r f u l  j o u r n e y i n g  w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  in 
a m o s t  u n e x p e c t e d  m a n n e r .  S h e  w a s 
d r e a m i n g  a lo n g  a f l a t - b o t t o m e d  c a n o n ,  
l o o k i n g  f o r  an easy w a y  across, w h e n  
B l u e  t h r e w  u p  his h e a d ,  l is te n e d , w i t h  
his ears t h r u s t  f o r w a r d ,  a n d  s n iffe d  
w i t h  w i d e n e d  n o strils . F r o m  his m a n ­
n e r ,  a lm o s t a n y t h i n g  m i g h t  lie a h e a d  o f  
t h e m . A n d  because ce rta in  o f  th e  p o s ­
sibilities w o u l d  call f o r  q u i c k  a c tio n  i f  
a n y  o f  t h e m  beca m e  a c e r t a i n t y ,  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  t w i s t e d  h e r g u n  belt  a r o u n d  so 
t h a t  h e r  s i x - s h o o t e r  s w u n g  w i t h i n  easy 
reach o f  h e r  h a n d .  W i t h  h e r  fin g e rs ,  
she m a d e  su re  t h a t  th e  g u n  w a s  loose 
in its h o ls te r ,  a n d  k i c k e d  B l u e  m i l d l y  
as a h i n t  t o  g o  o n  a n d  see w h a t  it w a s  
all a b o u t .

B l u e  w e n t  f o r w a r d ,  s t e p p in g  easily 
o n  th e  s o f t  sidehill. I n  r o u g h  c o u n t r y ,  
w h a t e v e r  y o u  w a n t  to see is n e a r l y  al­
w a y s  a r o u n d  a s h a r p  b e n d ; y o u  r e a d  it 
so in the stories a n d  b o o k s  o f  t r a v e ls ,  
a n d  w h e n  y o u  r id e  o u t  in the hills y o u  
f i n d  it so in r e a l i ty .  B i l l y  L o u i s e  ro d e  
f o r  th r e e  o r  f o u r  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  she 
r e c e iv e d  a n y  i n k l i n g  o f  w h a t  l a y  a h e a d ,  
t h o u g h  B l u e ’ s b e h a v i o r  d u r i n g  t h a t  i n ­
t e r v a l  ha d s e r v e d  t o  reassure h e r  s o m e ­
w h a t .  H e  w a s  inte re ste d still in w h a t  
l a y  j u s t  o u t  o f  s ight b e y o n d  a s h o u ld e r  
o f  the h ill ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be 
in the least a l a r m e d . T h e r e f o r e ,  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  k n e w  it c o u l d n 't  be a b e a r ,  at 
a n y  rate.

T h e y  cam e t o  th e  p o i n t  o f  the h i l l ’ s 
s h o u l d e r ,  a n d  B i l l y  L o u i s e  t ig h te n e d  the 
reins i n s t i n c t iv e l y  w h i l e  she stare d at 
w h a t  lay re v e a le d  b e n e a th . T h e  he a d  
o f  the g u l c h  w a s  b lo c k e d  w i t h  a c o r r a l



139

— sm a ll ,  h i g h ,  h i d d e n  f r o m  v i e w  o n  all 
sides save w h e r e  she s t o o d ,  b y  the 
ja g g e d  w alls  o f  r o c k  a n d  h e a v y  aspen 
th ic k e ts  b e y o n d .

T h e  c o r r a l  w a s  b u t  th e  s e ttin g  f o r  
w h a t  B i l l y  L o u i s e  sta re d  at so u n b e ­
l i e v i n g l y .  A  h o r s e m a n  h a d  r id d e n  o u t  
o f  the c o r r a l  j u s t  as she c a m e  in to  
sig h t,  h a d  t u r n e d  a s h a r p  c o r n e r ,  a n d  
h a d  d is a p p e a re d  b y  r i d i n g  u p  th e  same 
slope she o c c u p ie d — b u t  f a r t h e r  a lo n g ,  
a n d  in a s h a llo w  depre ssio n  w h i c h  h id  
h i m  c o m p l e t e l y  a f t e r  t h a t  o n e  b r i e f  
g lim p s e .

O f  c o u r s e ,  the g u lc h  w a s  d u s k y  w i t h  
deep s h a d o w s ,  a n d  she h a d  h a d  o n l y  a 
g lim p s e . B u t  th e  ho rse  w a s  a d a r k  b a y ,  
a n d  th e  r i d e r  w a s  slim  a n d  ta ll ,  a n d
w o r e  a g r a y  h a t--------  T h e  h e a r t  o f
B i l l y  L o u i s e  p a u s e d  a m o m e n t  f r o m  its 
steady b e a t in g ,  a n d  th e n  sa n k  h e a v i l y  
u n d e r  a g r e a t  w e i g h t .  S h e  w a s  r a n g e  
b o r n  a n d  r a n g e  b r e d .  S h e  h a d  sat, 
w i d e - e y e d ,  o n  h e r  d a d d y 's  knees a n d  
h e a rd  h i m  tell o f  losses in cattle a n d  
h orses, a n d  o f  co rrals f o u n d  h i d d e n  
a w a y  in stra n g e  places, a n d  o f  u n k n o w n  
rid ers w h o  d is a p p e a re d  m y s t e r i o u s l y  
i n t o  the hills. S h e  h a d  h e a r d  o f  these 
t h in g s — t h e y  w e r e  a p a r t  o f  the stage 
settin g f o r  w i l d  d r a m a s  o f  th e  W e s t .

W i t h  a w h i t e  line s h o w i n g  a r o u n d  
h e r  close-pressed lips a n d  a w i d e - e y e d  
h o r r o r  in h e r  g la n c e , she ro d e  q u ie t l y  
a lo n g  the side o f  the b l u f f  t o w a r d  w h e r e ,  
she h a d  seen the h o r s e m a n  d is a p p e a r.  
H e  w as r i d i n g  a d a r k  b a y ,  a n d  he w o r e  
a g r a y  h a t a n d  d a r k  c o a t,  a n d  he w a s
slim a n d  tall--------  B i l l y  L o u i s e  m a d e  a
s o u n d  th a t w a s  close to a g r o a n ,  a n d  set 
h e r  teeth  h a r d  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r w a r d .

S h e  reached the hillsid e j u s t  a b o v e  th e  
c o r r a l .  T h e r e  w e r e  cattle d o w n  t h e r e ,  
m o v i n g  u n e a sily  a b o u t  in the s h a d o w s . 
O f  the h o r s e m a n  th e r e  w a s ,  o f  c o u rs e , 
n o  s i g n ;  j u s t  the c o r r a l ,  a n d  a f e w  rest­
less cattle sh u t in side , a n d  o n  th e  h ill­
tops a s o f t ,  r o s e -v io le t  g l o w  a n d  in the 
s k y  b e y o n d  a b le n d  o f  p u r p l e  a n d  deep 
c r im s o n  t o  s h o w  w h e r e  th e  su n  h a d
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been. C lo s e  beside h e r ,  as she sto o d  
l o o k i n g  d o w n ,  a little  g r a y  b i r d  t w i t ­
te red w i s t f u l l y .

B i l l y  L o u i s e  t o o k  a de e p  b r e a t h ,  a n d  
r o d e  o n ,  a n g l i n g  s lig h tly  u p  th e  b l u f f ,  so 
t h a t  she c o u ld  cross at th e  h e a d  o f  the 
g u l c h .  I t  w a s  v e r y  q u i e t ,  v e r y  peace­
f u l ,  a n d  w i l d l y  b e a u t i f u l ,  this j u m b l e  
o f  hills a n d  d e e p -g a s h e d  c a n o n s . B u t  
B i l l y  L o u i s e  fe l t  as t h o u g h  s o m e t h in g  
p r e c io u s  h a d  d ie d . R a n g e  b o r n  a n d  
r a n g e  b r e d ,  she sh o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  d o w n  
a n d  in v e s ti g a t e d  a n d  t u r n e d  tho se  ca t­
tle  l o o s e ;  t h a t  is, i f  she d a r e d .  W e l l ,  
she d a r e d — it w a s  n o t  f e a r  t h a t  h e ld  h e r  
t o  the u p p e r  slopes. S h e  d i d  n o t  w a n t  
t o  k n o w  w h a t  b r a n d  t h e y  b o r e  o r  
w h e t h e r  a n  i r o n  h a d  seared fr e s h  
m a r k s .

‘ ‘O h ,  G o d !”  she said once a l o u d ;  a n d  
th e r e  w a s  a p r a y e r  a n d  a p r o t e s t ,  a 
curse a n d  a q u e s tio n  all in those t w o  
w o r d s .

S o  t r o u b l e — t r o u b le  t h a t  sickened h e r  
v e r y  soul a n d  c h o k e d  h e r  i n t o  d u m b n e s s  
a n d  sq u e e ze d  h e r  h e a r t  so t h a t  the ache 
o f  it  w as a g o n y — ca m e  a n d  r o d e  w i t h  
h e r  t h r o u g h  the b r o o d y  d u s k  o f  the 
c a n o ns a n d  o v e r  t h e  b r i g h t e r  h illto p s.

B i l l y  L o u i s e  d i d  n o t  r e m e m b e r  a n y ­
t h i n g  m u c h  a b o u t  t h a t  r i d e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  
she w a s  g l a d  th e  w a y  w a s  l o n g ;  a n d  
t h a t  B l u e  c a r rie d  h e r s te a d ily  o n  a n d  
o n ,  a n d  needed n o  g u i d i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  
W o l v e r i n e  C a n o n  w a s  b la c k  d a r k  in 
m o s t  places,  a n d  t h a t  she lik e d  it so.

J o h n  P r i n g l e  w a s  s t a n d i n g  b y  th e  
ga te  w a i t i n g  f o r  h e r — w h i c h  w a s  u n ­
u s u a l ,  i f  B i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  been n o r m a l  
e n o u g h  t o  n otice it. H e  ca m e  f o r w a r d  
a n d  t o o k  B l u e  b y  th e  b r i d l e  w h e n  she 
d i s m o u n t e d — w h i c h  w a s  still m o r e  u n ­
u s u a l ,  f o r  B i l l y  L o u i s e  a l w a y s  cared 
f o r  h e r  o w n  ho rse  b o t h  f r o m  h a b i t  a n d  
p r e fe r e n c e .

" Y o u r  m o m m i e ,  she's s i c k ,”  he a n ­
n o u n c e d  s t o li d l y .  " S h e ’ s w o r r y  y o u  
m a y b e  h u r t  y o u r s e l f .  Y o u  b e t t e r  g o ,  
m a y b e . ”

B i l l y  L o u i s e  d id  n o t  a n s w e r ,  b u t  r a n

FQOTEALL
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u p  the p a t h  t o  th e  ca bin . " O h ,  has 
e v e r y th in g  g o t  t o  h a p p e n  all at o n c e ? ”  
she crie d a lo u d ,  p r o t e s t i n g  a g a in st th e  
im placable n ess o f  m i s f o r t u n e .

" Y o u r  m o m m i e ’ s s i c k ,”  Phoebe a n ­
n o u n c e d ,  in a w h i s p e r .  “ S h e ’s c r a z y  
’ cause y o u  been so lo n g . S h e ’ s a w f u l  
b a d ,  I  g u e s s .”

B i l l y  L o u i s e  said n o t h i n g ,  b u t  w e n t  
in w h e r e  h e r  m o t h e r  la y  m o a n i n g ,  h e r  
fa ce w h i t e  a n d  t u r n e d  to th e  ceiling. 
B i l l y  L o u i s e  h e r s e lf  h a d  p u lle d  u p  h e r  
reserves o f  s t r e n g th  a n d  c h e e r fu ln e s s ,  
a n d  the fingers she laid o n  h e r  m o t h ­
e r ’s fo r e h e a d  w e r e  cool a n d  ste ad y.

" P o o r  o ld  m o m m i e — is it t h a t  n a sty 
l u m b a g o  again  ?”  she a ske d  ca r e s s in g ly ,  
a n d  d id  n o t  p e r m i t  th e  tin iest shade o f  
a n x i e t y  to  spoil the re assu ra n ce  o f  her 
presence. " I  w e n t  f a r t h e r  t h a n  u s u a l ,  
a n d  B l u e 's  p r e t t y  t e n d e r ,  so I  eased h i m  
a lo n g ,  a n d  I ’m  f e a r f u l l y  late. 1 s u p ­
pose y o u ' v e  been h a v i n g  all k i n d s  o f  
disasters h a p p e n i n g  t o  m e . ”  S h e  w a s  
passing h e r lingers s o o t h i n g l y  o v e r  h e r  
m o t h e r ’ s f o r e h e a d  w h i l e  she e x p l a i n e d ,  
a n d  she saw  t h a t  h e r  m o t h e r  d i d  n o t  
m o a n  so m u c h  as w h e n  she ca m e  in to  
the r o o m .

" O f  course I  w o r r i e d .  I  w is h  y o u
w o u l d n ’ t tak e  t h e m  l o n g  rid es--------O h ,
I  guess i t ’ s l u m b a g o — m o s t l y — b u t
seems like  it a i n ’t ,  e ith e r .  T h e  p a in
seems to be m o s t l y  in m y  side-------
S h e  s t ir r e d  restlessly, a n d  m o a n e d  
a gain .

" W h a t ’ s Phoebe been d o i n g  f o r  it? 
Y o u  d o n ’ t seem t o  h a v e  a n y  f e v e r ,  
m o m m i e — a n d  t h a t ’ s a g o o d  t h in g .  T’ ll 
g o  fix  y o u  o n e  o f  those d a n d y  spice 
p o u ltice s. 1 l a d  a n y  s u p p e r ,  m o m m i e  ?”

" O h — 1 c o u l d n 't  eat— Phcebe m a d e  a 
h o p  p o u ltic e ,  b u t  its a w f u l  s o p p y -------- ”

" W e l l ,  n e v e r  m i n d .  Y o u r  de a r 
d a u g h t e r  is on the j o b  n o w .  S h e ’ ll h a v e  
y o u  all c o m f y  in j u s t  a b o u t  t w o  m i n ­
u tes. H e a d a c h e ,  m o m ?  A l l  r i g h t — • 
I ’ ll j u s t  shake u p  y o u r  p i l l y ,  a n d  b r i n g  
y o u  such a d a n d y  spice po u ltic e  I  e x ­
pect y o u ’ ll w a n t  to ea t  i t ! ”  B i l l y

L o u i s e ’ s v o ic e  w a s  s o f t ,  a n d  h a d  a 
b r o o d y  sw eetn ess w h e n  she w i s h e d  it 
so,  t h a t  so o the d m o r e  t h a n  m e d ic in e . 
L l e r  m o t h e r ’ s eyes closed w e a r i l y  w h il e  
th e  g i r l  t a l k e d ; th e  m uscles o f  h e r  fa ce 
r e la x e d  a little f r o m  t h e ir  l o o k  o f  p a in .

B i l l y  L o u i s e  b e n t  a n d  laid h e r  lips 
l ig h t l y  o n  h e r  m o t h e r ’s c h e e k . “ P o o r  
o l d  m o m m i e — I ’d  h a v e  c o m e  h o m e  
a - r u n n i n g  i f  I ' d  k n o w n  she w a s  sick, 
a n d  h a d  t o  h a v e  n a s t y ,  s o p p y  s t u f f  
g i v e n  h e r -------- ”

I n  the k i t c h e n ,  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  B i l l y  
L o u i s e  m e a s u r e d  spices a n d  a s k e d  a 
q u e s tio n  n o w  a n d  t h e n  in  a w h i s p e r ,  
a n d  b r e a t h e d  w i t h  a re pre sse d u n e v e n ­
ness w h i c h  b e t r a y e d  th e  s tr a in  she w a s 
u n d e r .

“ T e l l  J o h n  t o  saddle u p  a n d  g o  f o r  
th e  d o c t o r ,  Phoebe - a n d  d o n ’t  let 
m o m m i e  k n o w ,  w h a t e v e r  y o u  d o .  T h i s  
i s n ’t h e r  l u m b a g o  at all. I  d o n ’ t k n o w  
w h a t  it is. , 1  w o n d e r  i f  a h o t  t u r p e n ­
t in e  cloth  w o u l d n ’t  be b e t t e r  t h a n  this ? 
I ’ ve  g o t  a g o o d  m i n d  t o  t r y  it— her 
eyes are g la s s y  w i t h  f e v e r ,  a n d  h e r  skin  
is cold as a fish. Y o u  tell J o h n  to  h u r r y  
u p .  H e  ca n rid e  B o x e r .  T e l l  h i m  I  
w a n t  h i m  to  g e t a d o c t o r  h e re  b y  t o ­
m o r r o w  n o o n  i f  he has to  kill  his horse 
d o i n g  i t . ”

“ Is she t h a t  b a d ? ”  P ho e b e ’ s black 
eyes gliste n e d w i t h  c o n s t e r n a t io n .  
“ S h e ’ s g r o a n e d  all d a y ,  a n d  s h o o k  h e r  
head like this all t i m e . ”

“ O l i ,  stop l o o k i n g  like  t h a t !  N o  
w o n d e r  she’ s sick i f  y o u ’v e  s to o d  o v e r  
h e r  w i t h  th a t k i n d  o f  a fa ce o n  y o u .  
Y o u  l o o k  as i f  som e one w e r e  dead in 
th e  h o u s e !”

“ I ’ m  sheered o f  sick f o l k s .  H o n e s t ,  
it g ive s m e  s h iv e r s --------”

" W e l l ,  keep o u t ,  th e n . M a k e  some 
fr e s h  te a ,  Phce b e — o r ,  n o ,  m a k e  som e 
g o o d ,  s t r o n g  co ffe e . I ’ ll need it ,  i f  I ’m  
u p  all n i g h t .  M a k e  it s t r o n g ,  Phcebe.
H u r r y ,  a n d -------- ”  . S h e  s t o p p e d  s h o r t
a n d  r a n  in t o  the b e d r o o m ,  called th ere 
b y  h e r m o t h e r ’ s c r y  o f  p a in .

T h a t -  n ig h t  t o o k  its to ll  o f  B i l l y
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L o u i s e ,  a n d  l e f t  a seared place in h e r  
m e m o r y .  J t  w a s  a n i g h t  o f  s n a p p i n g  
tire in  t h e  c o o k s t o v e ,  t h a t  h o t  w a t e r  
m i g h t  be a lw a y s  r e a d y  ; o f  tireless s t r u g ­
gle w i t h  the p a in  t h a t  ca m e  a n d  t o r ­
t u r e d ,  re tir e d  su lle n ly f r o m  B i l l y  
L o u i s e ’ s s t u b b o r n  f i g h t in g  w i t h  p o u l ­
tice a n d  t u r p e n t i n e  cloths a n d  e v e r y  
h o m e l y  r e m e d y  site h a d  e v e r  h e a r d  o f ,  
a n d  cam e a g ain  j u s t  w h e n  she t h o u g h t  
site h a d  w o n  th e  fig h t.

T h e r e  w a s  n o  t im e  t o  g i v e  t h o u g h t  to 
th e  t r o u b le  t h a t  h a d  r id d e n  h o m e ,  w i t h  
h e r ,  t h o u g h  its presence w a s  like  a b la c k  
s h a d o w  b e h i n d  h e r  w h il e  she w o r k e d  
a n d  w e n t  to  a n d  f r o  b e t w e e n  b e d r o o m  
a n d  k i t c h e n ,  a n d  f o u g h t  t h a t  t e a r i n g  
p a in .

S h e  m e t  the d a w n  h o l l o w - e y e d ,  a n d  
so t i r e d  she c o u ld  n o t  w o r r y  v e r y  m u c h  
a b o u t  a n y t h i n g .  H e r  m o t h e r  slept u n ­
e a sily ,  t o  p r o v e  th a t th e  ba ttle  h a d  n o t 
g o n e  a l t o g e t h e r  a gain st the g i r l  w h o  h a d  
f o u g h t  th e  n ig h t  t h r o u g h .  S h e  h a d  h e r 
r e w a r d  in  f u l l  m e a s u r e  w h e n  the d o c ­
t o r  c a m e  in the heat o f  n o o n ,  a n d ,  
a f t e r  t e r r i b l e  m i n u t e s  o f  suspense f o r  
B i l l y  L o u i s e  w h il e  he c o u n t e d  pulse a n d  
t o o k  t e m p e r a t u r e  a n d  s tu d ie d  s y m p ­
t o m s ,  t o ld  h e r  t h a t  she h a d  d o n e  w e ll ,  
a n d  t h a t  she a n d  h e r  h o m e l y  poultices 
h a d  held b a c k  t r a g e d y  f r o m  t h a t  h o u se .

B i l l y  L o u i s e  l a y  d o w n  u p o n  the 
couch o u t  o n  th e  b a c k  p o r c h ,  a n d  slept 
h e a v i l y  f o r  th re e  h o u r s ,  w h il e  Phcebe 
a n d  th e  d o c t o r  w a t c h e d  o v e r  h e r  
m o t h e r .

S h e  w o k e  w i t h  a sta rt .  S h e  h a d  been 
d r e a m i n g ,  a n d  the d r e a m  h a d  t a k e n  
f r o m  h e r  cheeks w h a t  little c o lo r  h e r  
n ig h t  v ig il  b a d  l e f t .  S h e  h a d  d r e a m e d  
t h a t  W a r d  w a s  in d a n g e r — t h a t  m e n  
w e r e  h u n t i n g  h i m  f o r  w h a t  he h a d  
du n e  at t h a t  c o r r a l .  T h e  c o r r a l  seemed 
the c e n te r o f  a tig ht b e t w e e n  W a r d  a n d  
the m e n .  S h e  d r e a m e d  t h a t  h e  cam e t o  
h e r ,  a n d  th a t she m u s t  h id e  h i m  a w a y  
a n d  save h i m .  S h e  t r ie d  t o  h i d e  h i m ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g — so m e  m e n ­
ace.

B i l l y  L o u i s e  w e n t  s o f t l y  i n t o  th e  
h o u s e ,  t i p t o e d  t o  the d o o r  o f  h e r  m o t h ­
e r ’ s r o o m ,  a n d  s a w  t h a t  she l a y  q u ie t ,  
w i t h  h e r  eyes closed. B e s id e  t h e  w i n ­
d o w ,  th e  d o c t o r  sat w i t h  his spectacles 
f a r  d o w n  t o w a r d  th e  e n d  o f  his n o s e ,  
r e a d i n g  a p a le - g r e e n  p a m p h l e t  t h a t  he 
m u s t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  in his p o c k e t .  
Phoebe w a s  d o w n  b y  th e  c r e e k ,  w a s h ­
i n g  cloth es in th e  shade o f  a w i l l o w  
c l u m p .

S h e  w e n t  i n t o  h e r  o w n  r o o m ,  still 
w a l k i n g  o n  h e r  toes. I n  h e r  t r u n k  w a s  
a blue p lu sh  b o x  o f  th e  k i n d  t h a t  is 
g i v e n  t o  o n e  at C h r i s t m a s .  I t  w a s  
f a d e d  a n d  th e  clasp w a s  s h o w i n g  
b r a s s y  a t  th e  edges. S i t t i n g  u p o n  h e r  
be d w i t h  th e  b o x  in h e r  l a p ,  B i l l y  L o u i s e  
p a w e d  h a s t il y  in the j u m b l e  o f  k e e p ­
sakes it h e l d : A n  eagle ’ s c l a w ,  w h i c h
she m e a n t  so m e  t im e  t o  h a v e  m o u n t e d  
f o r  a b r o o c h ; th r e e  o r  f o u r  a r r o w h e a d s  
o f  th e  s h i n y ,  b la c k  s t u f f  w h i c h  th e  I n ­
dia ns w e r e  said t o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  f r o m  
Y e l l o w s t o n e  P a r k ;  a k n o t  o f  g re e n  
r ib b o n  w h i c h  she h a d  w o r n  to  a S t .  
P a t r i c k  D a y  da n ce  in B o i s e ; ra ttle s n a k e  
rattles o f  all  s i z e s ; se veral fo l d e d  c lip­
p in g s — verses t h a t  b a d  c a u g h t  h e r  
f a n c y  a n d  h a d  been p u t  a w a y  a n d  f o r ­
g o t t e n  ; a n  a m b e r  b e a d  she h a d  f o u n d  
o nce— she t u r n e d  th e  b o x  u p sid e  d o w n  
in h e r  lap a n d  s h o o k  it. I t  m u s t  be 
t h e r e — t h e  t h i n g  she s o u g h t ; the t h i n g  
t h a t  h a d  t r o u b l e d  h e r  m o s t  in h e r  
d r e a m ; th e  t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  a m e n a ce  
w h il e  it e x is t e d .

I t  w a s  at th e  v e r y  b o t t o m  o f  the b o x ,  
c a u g h t  in a c o r n e r .  S h e  t o o k  it o u t  
w i t h  fingers t h a t  t r e m b l e d ,  c r u m p l e d  it  
i n t o  a little ball so t h a t  she c o u ld  n o t  
r e a d  w h a t  it sa id ,  s t r a ig h t e n e d  it i m ­
m e d i a t e l y ,  a n d  r e a d  it r e lu c t a n tl y  
f r o m  the b e g i n n i n g  to  the e n d ,  w h e r e  
th e  last  w o r d  w a s  clip p e d  s h o r t  w i t h  
h a s t y  scissors. A  p a r a g r a p h  c u t f r o m  
a n e w s p a p e r ,  it w a s ;  y e l l o w  a n d  f r a y e d  
f r o m  co n ta c t w i t h  o t h e r  o b j e c t s ,  tell­
i n g  o f  t h in g s .  . . .  i

B i l l y  L o u i s e  b it  h e r  lip s u n t il  t h e y  ,
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h u r t ,  b u t  she c o u ld  n o t  ke e p b a c k  the 
tears t h a t  ca m e  h o t .  a n d  s t in g i n g  h e r  
e ye lid s w h i l e  she r e a d . S h e  slid th e  
little  heap o f  o d d s  a n d  ends t o  th e  m i d ­
dle o f  the b e d ,  c r u s h e d  the c l ip p in g  i n t o  
h e r  m o is t  p a l m ,  a n d  w e n t  o u t  ste althily  
i n t o  the i m m a c u l a t e  k i t c h e n .  A s  i f  she 
w e r e  b e i n g  spied u p o n ,  she w e n t  c a u ­
tio u s l y  t o  th e  s t o v e ,  l i f t e d  a l id ,  a n d  
d r o p p e d  th e  c l ip p in g  in w h e r e  th e  w o o d  
b l a z e d  the b r i g h t e s t.  S h e  w a t c h e d  it 
fl are  a n d  b e c o m e  n o t h i n g — n o t  e ve n  a 
p i n c h  o f  a s h e s ; th e  c l ip p in g  w a s  n o t  
v e ry-  l a r g e . W h e n  it w a s  g o n e ,  she p u t  
th e  lid b a c k  a n d  w e n t  t i p t o e i n g  t o  th e  
d o o r .  T h e n  she r a n .

P h t e b e  w a s  d o w n  b y  th e  c r e e k ,  so 
B i l l y  L o u i s e  w e n t  to  th e  stable, t h r o u g h  
t h a t ,  a n d  o n  b e y o n d ,  still r u n n i n g .  F a r ­
t h e r  d o w n  w a s  a g r a s s y  n o o k — o n ,  b e ­
y o n d  the r o a d .  S h e  w e n t  th e r e  a n d  h i d  
b e h i n d  the w i l l o w s ,  w h e r e  she c o u ld  
e r v  a n d  n o  on e  be th e  w is e r .  B u t  she 
c o u ld  n o t  c r y  the ache o u t  o f  h e r  h e a r t ,  
n o r  the rebellion a g a in s t th e  h u r t  t h a t  
l ife  ha d g i v e n  h e r .  I f  she c o u ld  o n l y  
h a v e  b u r n e d  m e m o r y  w h e n  she b u r n e d  
t h a t  c l i p p i n g !  S h e  c o u ld  still b e lie v e ,  
a n d  be h a p p y ,  i f  o n l y  she c o u ld  f o r g e t  
the tilings it said.

Phoebe called h e r ,  a f t e r  a l o n g  w h il e  
h a d  p a rs e d . B i l l y  L o u i s e  b a t h e d  h e r  
fa ce  in the c o ld w a t e r  o f  the W o l v e r i n e ,  
used h e r h a n d k e r c h i e f  f o r  a t o w e l ,  a n d  
w e n t  back' t o  t a k e  u p  th e  du tie^ l ife  h a d  
laid u p o n  h e r .  T h e  d o c t o r ’ s t e a m  w a s  
h itc h e d  to  the lig h t b u g g y  he d r o v e ,  an d 
the d o c t o r  w a s  s t a n d i n g  in the d o o r w a y  
w i t h  his sq u a re  m e d i c i n e  case in his 
h a n d ,  w a i t i n g  t o  g i v e  h e r  a f e w  final 
d ire c tio n s  b e f o r e  lie l e f t .

M e  w a s  like  so m a n y  d o c t o r s — he 
se emed t o  be a f r a i d  t o  tell th e  w h o l e  
t r u t h  a b o u t  his p a t ie n t .  L i e  stu ck t o  
e v i s i v e  o p t i m i s m ,  a n d  t h e n  n e u t r a l i z e d  
the reassurances he u t t e r e d  b y  e m p h a ­
s i z i n g  the necessity o f  b e in g  n o tifie d  i f  
tv’ rs. M a c D o n a l d  s h o w e d  a n y  s y m p ­
t o m s  o f  a n o t h e r  a tt a c k .

" D o n ’ t w a i t , ”  he  t o ld  B i l l y  L o u i s e

g r a v e l y .  “ S e n d  f o r  m e  a t  o n ce  i f  she 
c o m p la in s  o f  t h a t  p a i n  a g a i n ,  o r  a p ­
pe a rs-------- ”

“ B u t  w h a t  is  i t ? ”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  w o u l d  
n o t  be p u t  o f f  b y  a n y  v a g u e n e s s .

T h e  d o c t o r  w a s  still like  so m a n y  
others.. H e  t o ld  B i l l y  L o u i s e ,  in t e r m s  
t h a t  c a r r ie d  n o  m e a n i n g  w h a t e v e r  t o  h e r  
m i n d .  S h e  g a t h e r e d  m e r e l y  t h a t  it  w a s  
r a t h e r  s e rio u s, i f  it p e rsiste d— w h a t e v e r  
it w a s — a n d  t h a t  she m u s t  n o t  leave 
h e r  m o m m i e  f o r  m a n y  h o u r s  at a t i m e ,  
because she m i g h t  h a v e  a n o t h e r  a tt a c k  
at a n y  t i m e .  T h e  d o c t o r  t o l d  h e r ,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  in p la in  E n g l i s h ,  t h a t  m o m m i e  w a s  
w e ll  o v e r  this a tt a c k — w h a t e v e r  it w a s  
-— a n d  t h a t  she need o n l y  be k e p t  q u ie t  
f o r  a f e w  d a y s ,  a n d  g i v e n  th e  m e d ic in e  
— w h a t e v e r  t h a t  w a s — t h a t  he h a d  l e f t .

“ I t  does seem as i f  e v e r y t h i n g  is all 
m u ffle d  u p  in m y s t e r y !”  she c o m p l a in e d ,  
w h e n  he d r o v e  a w a y .  “ I  can fig h t a n y ­
t h i n g  I  can see, h u t  w h e n  I ’v e  g o t  t o  
g o  b l i n d f o l d e d — —”  S h e  b r u s h e d  h e r  
fi n ge rs across h e r  eyes a n d  g l a n c e d  h u r ­
r ie d ly  i n t o  th e  little  l o o k in g - g l a s s  t h a t  
h u n g  beside the d o o r .  “ Y e s ,  m o m m i e  
— j u s t  a m i n u t e , ”  she called c h e e r f u l l y .

S h e  r a n  i n t o  h e r  o w n  r o o m ,  g r a b b e d  
a can o f  t a l c u m , a n d  d i d  n o t  w a i t  t o  
see w h e t h e r  she a p p l ie d  it e v e n l y  t o  h e r  
telltale e ye lids,  b u t  d a b b e d  a t  t h e m  on 
the w a y  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ’ s r o o m .

“ D o c t o r  says y o u ’ re all r i g h t ,  m o m ­
m ie — o n l y  y o u  m u s t n ’ t  go. d i g g i n g  po s t-  
holes o r  s h o v e l in g  h a y  f o r  a  w h i l e -------- ’ ’

“ X o ,  I  guess n o t ! ”  L l e r  m o t h e r  r e ­
s p o n d e d  u n c o n s c io u s l y  t o  th e  s t i m u l a ­
t io n  o f  B i l l y  L o u i s e ’ s t o n e .  “ I  c o u l d n ’ t 
d i g  holes w i t h  a t e a s p o o n ,  I ’ m  t h a t  
w e a k  a n d  useless. D i d  he  say w h a t  it 
w a s ,  B i l l y  L o u i s e ? ”  T h e  sick a re  a l­
w a y s  so c u r io u s  a b o u t  t h e i r  illn e s s e s !

“ O h ,  y o u r  l u m b a g o  g o t  t o  s c r a p p i n g  
w i t h  y o u r  l i v e r .  I  f o r g e t  th e  n a m e  he 
g a v e  it ,  h u t  i t ’ s n o t h i n g  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t . ”  
B i l l y  L o u i s e  h a d  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  r e m e m ­
b e r .

“ I  guess h e ’ d t h i n k  i t  w a s  s o m e t h in g
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to w o r r y  a b o u t ,  i f  h e  h a d  i t , ”  h e r  
m o t h e r  r e t o r t e d  f r e t f u l l y — h u t  reas­
s u r e d ,  n e ve r th e le s s , b y  the ca sual m a n ­
n e r  o f  B i l l y  L o u i s e .  " I  belie ve I  co u ld  
eat a little m ite  o f  to ast a n d  d r i n k  so m e  
t e a ,”  she a d d e d  t e n t a t iv e ly .

“ A n d  an egg p o a c h e d  s o f t ,  i f  y o u  
w a n t  i t ,  m o m .  Phoebe j u s t  b r o u g h t  in

th e  e g g s .”  B i l l y  L o u i s e  w e n t  o u t ,  h u m ­
m i n g  u n c o n c e r n e d l y  u n d e r  h e r  b r e a t h ,  
as i f  she h a d  n o t a care b e y o n d  the 
p r o p e r  t o a s t i n g  o f  th e  b r e a d  a n d  b r e w ­
i n g  o f  th e  tea.

O n e  n eed n o t  g o  t o  a  w a r  o r  v o y a g e  
t o  th e  f a r  c o r n e rs  o f  t h e  e a rt h  t o  find 
th e  s t u f f  heroes a re  m a d e  o f .

TO §12 ( ONTINUKD.

The th ird  part o f  th is novel will appear in  the first A u gu st P O P U L A R , on sale 
July 7th.

T H E  G E N T L E  A R T  O F B E IN G  P R E S ID E N T  
J - J A L F  a d o z e n  m e n  in the lo b b y  o f  a N e w  Y o r k  ho te l w e r e  discu ssin g the 

f r e q u e n c y  o f  r e v o l u t i o n s  a n d  a ssassinations in M e x i c o  a n d  o t h e r  L a t i n -  
A m e r i c a n  c o u n trie s .  A  s h o r t ,  d u m p y  little E n g l i s h m a n ,  w h o  h a d  a c o l d ,  g r a y  
eye, to ld  t h i s :

I n  a c o u n t r y  w h i c h  w e  w il l  call D u m a l a  th e re  w a s  a p r e s i d e n t  w h o m  w e  w ill  
call l l a r e r a .  l i e  h a d  m a d e  it the c u s t o m ,  b y  official p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  f o r  th e  g u a r d  
o f  h o n o r ,  w h i c h  consis ted o f  sons o f  p r o m i n e n t  fa m ilie s  o f  his c o u n t r y ,  t o  p r e ­
sent a r m s  w h e n e v e r  he e m e r g e d  f r o m  th e  p r e s id e n tia l  p a la ce . W h i l e  th e  m e n  
a n d  officers p r e se n te d a r m s ,  th e  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r  ra ise d the g r e a t  flag a n d  e x ­
claim e d :

" V i v a  l l a r e r a ! ”
P e o p l e  w h o  w a n t e d  l l a r e r a  p u t  o u t  o f  business b r i b e d  t h e  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r  

a n d  s ix  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  g u a r d  o f  h o n o r  t o  assassinate h i m .  T h e  p l a n  w a s  t h a t ,  
w h e n  he came o u t  o f  the pala ce, the s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r  w a s  t o  h o l d  u p  the fl ag , shout 
" V i v a  D u m a l a ! ”  a n d  t h r o w  the h e a v y  b a n n e r  o v e r  th e  p r e s id e n t .  W h i l e  he w as 
k n o c k e d  d o w n  a n d  b l in d e d  b y  th e  fo l d s  o f  the fla g , th e  s i x  t r a i t o r s  w e r e  to  shoot 
h i m .

A t  the a p p o i n t e d  t i m e ,  l l a r e r a  cam e o u t .  T h e  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r ,  h o l d i n g  his 
flag a l o f t ,  s h o u te d “ V i v a  D u m a l a !”  a n d  h u r l e d  the b a n n e r  o v e r  the p r e s i d e n t ,  
the fo ld s  o f  it e n v e l o p in g  h i m  a n d  t h r o w i n g  h i m .

’ ['he t r a i t o r s ,  seeing h i m  helpless o n  the g r o u n d ,  fi red at his head u n d e r  the 
b a n n e r .  T h a t  w a s  w h e r e  t h e  p lo t  w e n t  w r o n g .

A s  l l a r e r a  w e n t  d o w n  u n d e r  th e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  f a l l i n g  fla g ,  he h a d  th e  
presence o f  m i n d  to  lie fiat o n  his b a c k  a n d  h o l d  on e  o f  his a r m s  s t r a i g h t  u p  f r o m  
h i m ,  th u s  s u p p o r t i n g  the flag, a n d  g i v i n g  th e  i m p r e s s io n  t h a t  his fist w a s  his 
he a d . T h e  o n l y  w o u n d  he re ce ive d w a s  o n e  b u lle t  t h r o u g h  his h a n d .

T h e  t r a i t o r s ,  h a v i n g  fig u r e d  t h a t  s i x  o f  t h e m  s h o o t in g  a t  h i m  w o u l d  be sure 
t o  kill  h i m ,  d id  n o t  h a v e  e x t r a  c a r tr id g e s . W h e n  he sto o d  u p  a n d  t h r e w  o f f  the 
fla g , t h e ir  c o m p a n io n s  a rre ste d t h e m .

' • Y o u  m u s t  h a v e  y o u r  h a n d  d r e s s e d ,”  s u gge ste d o n e  o f  th e  officers, seeing 
the b lo o d  f l o w i n g  f r o m  th e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s w o u n d .

“ I ’ ll d o  t h a t , ”  said l l a r e r a ,  “ as soon as these t r a i t o r s  h a v e  been e x e c u t e d .”
H e  h a d  t h e m  lined u p  in f r o n t  o f  the pala ce , a n d  g a v e  th e  w o r d  t h a t  resulted 

in t h e ir  d e a th  f r o m  a v o l l e y  b y  t h e ir  c o m p a n io n s .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  he w e n t  i n t o  the 
pa lace, a n d  h a d  his w o u n d  dressed— all o f  w h i c h  ind ica te s t h a t  th e  g e n tle  a r t  o f  
being p r e s id e n t in L a t i n  A m e r i c a  calls f o r  q u ic k  t h o u g h t  a n d  speedy a c t io n .



L o w  a n d  I n s i d e
By Bozeman Bulger

Author o f  “ The Mascot's N otch," Hie.

There are people who do not believe in the jinx; but you will rarely find them 
among the ball players. There is a story current of one of the big-league bat­
ters who bested the jinx and made an average of ,300 for the season by dig­
ging up the plate and placing beneath it the left hind foot of a graveyard rabbit. 
Bulger knows of one ball player who didn’t believe in the jinx. This is his story

TH A T  the re  a rc those w h o  d o  n o t 
belie ve in the j i n x  is a la m e n t a ­
ble f a c t  p o in te d  o u t  to s h o w  that 
g e n e ral e d u c a t io n  in  this c o u n ­

t r y  has been sa d ly  neglecte d despite th e  
p h i la n t h r o p ic  e ffo r t s  o f  o u r  m i ll io n a ir e s . 
T h e r e  m a y  be some w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  
h e a rd  o f  the j i n x — th is  m y s t i c  w h o  
m a d e  the o r ig i n a l  design f o r  h a r d  lu c k . 
T h e r e  is still a n o t h e r  class in  d a r k e s t  
i g n o ra n c e  o f  the fa c t  th a t college e d u ­
cation is his choicest f e e d i n g  g r o u n d ; 
th a t M r .  j i n x  ha s been p i c k i n g  o n  f a h -  
rah b o ys e v e r  since t h e y  first b r o k e  
a w a y  f r o m  the r e s e r va tio n s  a n d  began 
to  edge t h e i r  w a y  i n t o  the leagu es—  
m a j o r ,  m i n o r ,  a n d  h u sh.

f t  is a sad c o m m e n t a r y  u p o n  o u r  e d u ­
catio nal in s titu tio n s  t h a t  w h e n  D i c k  
H o r t o n ,  s ix  feet t w o ,  an d as s m a r t  as a 
w h i p ,  j u m p e d  r ig h t  o u t  o f  t r i g o n o m e t r y  
an d j o i n e d  the T a u n t o n  T e r r o r s ,  his 
m i n d  w a s  an a bsolu te b l a n k  o n  these 
i m p o r t a n t  m a t te r s .  H i s  fa t h e r 's  h a r d -  
e a rn e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  e d u c a tio n  h a d  
been w a s t e d . D i c k  d i d n ’ t k n o w  t h a t  the 
m y s tic  j i n x  h a d  so p e r m e a te d  the r a n k s  
o f  m a j o r  and m i n o r  leagues w i t h  a n i ­
m o s i ty  t o w a r d  colle gians t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  lo o k e d  u p o n  as an u n n e ce ssary 
e vil. S o m e  o f  the o ld heads still r e g a rd  
t h e m  as an e v i l ,  h u t , b e i n g  a d m i t t e d l y  
o f  m o r e  n ecessity, t h e y  a r e  to le r a te d . 

T h r e e  o t h e r  college b o y s  j u m p e d

w i t h  D i c k ,  a n d  tire m o m e n t  th e  q u a r t e t ,  
w h o  ha d w r e s tl e d  w it h  the songs o f  
V e r g i l  all y e a r ,  s h o w e d  u p ,  th e  t o s h e r s  
began to m a t t e r  a n d  sh a ke  t h e ir  heads. 
H e r e  w a s  so me p r e t t y  s o f t  p ic k in g s  f o r  
the j i n x ,  a n d  these o ld  b i r d s  k n e w  it. 
w o u l d  h a p p e n .  I t  d id .

T h e  T a u n t o n  T e r r o r s  b l e w  u p  in 
J u n e ,  t a k i n g  the league w i t h  t h e m ,  a n d  
l e a v i n g  the p l a y e r s  so t h in  in the vest 
th a t a w o r n  d i m e  w o u l d  h a v e  fe l t  like 
a w a t c h .  'T h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a t t r i b u t e d  the 
b l o w - u p  to a ra scally m a n a g e r  a n d  c o n ­
sequent lack o f  p a t r o n a g e .  B u t  w ise  o ld  
leaguers k n e w  b e tte r.  I t  w a s th e  j i n x  
w o r k i n g  a gainst the clu b . T h e  presence 
o f  the r a h - r a h  b o ys  h a d  o f f e n d e d .

W h a t e v e r  the ca use, here t h e y  w e re  
flat b r o k e  a n d  miles f r o m  the o ld  fi r e ­
side. A n d ,  o f  these, D i c k  H o r t o n  w a ­
ttle flattest. T h e  o t h e r s  h a d  r e t u r n  
tic kets.

T h e r e  w a s  n o  a p p e a lin g  to  th e  f o l k -  
b a c k  h o m e ,  D i c k  h a v i n g  l e f t  college f o r  
Hue e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  o f  s h o w i n g  his f a ­
t h e r ,  w h o  a p p e a r e d  a little dense on 
th e  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  tea ye a r s  in the b ig  
league w o u l d  r e d o u n d  m o r e  t o  t h e . f a m e  
a n d  b a n k  r o ll  o f  th e  H o r t o n  f a m i l y  th a n  
a w h o le  s t r in g  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  sh eepskins 
h u n g  in a r o w  a r o u n d  th e  w a l l  o f  the 
p a r l o r .  I t  w a s  n o w  baseball o r  n o t h i n g  
f o r  D i c k ,  a n d  he y e a r n e d  t o  g o  the 
r o u t e .  A l l  he needed w a s  on e  m o r e
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chance. I t  c o u l d n 't .b e  f i g u r e d  his f a u l t ,  
this t i m e ,  f o r  th e  league b l e w  u p  b e ­
n e a t h  h i m .

U p  t o  the t im e  o f  the crash y o u n g  
M r .  H o r t o n  h a d  led the n o w  d e f u n c t  
league in  p i t c h i n g ,  a n d  his r e c o r d  o f  f i f ­
teen s t r ik e - o u t s  w as a m a r k  t h a t  o t h e r  
t w i r l e r s  m i g h t  sh o o t at f o r  ye a r s  t o  
co m e .

T o  in d ica te  p r o g r e s s  in th e  w o r k i n g  
o u t  o f  his baseball id e a, D i c k  o c c a s io n ­
a lly  h a d  sent b a c k  clipp in gs f r o m  the 
T a u n t o n  T im es  s h o w i n g  b o x  scores a n d  
he a d lin e s— selected, o f  c o u rs e , f r o m  is­
sues h a v i n g  a d ir e c t b e a r in g  o n  th e  
n a m e  o f  H o r t o n .  D i c k  t o - d a y  is a m o n g  
the f e w  ball p la y e rs  w h o  r e c o g n iz e  the 
p o w e r  o f  the press. R i g h t  the re  in 
T a u n t o n  h e  h a d  the p r o o f .

O n e  b y  one D i c k  sa w  his late t e a m ­
mates a w a y  o n  the t r a i n ,  a n d  w h e n  the 
last h a d  g o n e  he t u r n e d  in to  the lu n c h  
r o o m  o f  the station w o n d e r i n g  h o w  he 
w a s  g o i n g  t o  assist his s to m ac h in  a  
d o u b le  p l a y .  T h e  h i t - a n d - r u n  o u t  o f  
t o w n  w a s  to  be t a k e n  u p  la te r .  A s  he 
sto ppe d at th e  ca sh ie r’ s de sk to  c o n t e m ­
plate tire s i tu a t io n ,  the re  w as a t u g g i n g  
at his coat tails. D i c k  t u r n e d  a n d  lo o k e d  
d o w n w a r d  i n t o  the eyes o f  a m e sse n ge r 
b o y ,  a n d  in  th e  b o y ’ s eyes the re  w a s  still 
the w o r s h i p  o f  a he ro .

“ T h e r e ' s  a message at the office f o r  
y o u ,  M r .  H o r t o n , ’ ’ he said. “ C o m e  o n ,  
a n d  I ’ ll tak e  y o u . ’ ’

“ M e s s a g e  f o r  m e ? ’ ’ H o r t o n  aske d in 
su rp rise . H e  w as w o n d e r i n g  i f  the 
f o l k s  ba ck h o m e  h a d  h e a r d  o f  th e  e nd 
o f  the T e r r o r s .

“ S u r e  t h i n g , ’ ’  u r g e d  the b o y ,  “ a n d  
i t ’ s i m p o r t a n t .  J o b ,  I  t h i n k . ”

I n s t e a d  o f  g o i n g  t o w a r d  the d o o r  th e  
b o y  p u lle d  his h e r o  in the d ir e c tio n  o f  
the c o u n t e r .  D i c k  d i d n 't  u n d e r s t a n d  
a n d  p u lle d back.

“ S a y ,  M r .  H o r t o n ,  w o n ’t y o u  please 
c o m e  o v e r  here a n d  h a v e  a s a n d w ic h  
w i t ’ m e ? ”  D i c k  s h o o k  his he a d  a n d  
sm ile d.

“T know you ain’t hungry,” ex- 
10B

p l a i n e d  th e  b o y ,  " b u t  t h e m  r u m m i e s  
o v e r  th e r e  says I  d o n ' t  k n o w  y o u ,  a n d  
i f  y o u  eats w i t ’ m e  i t  w i l l  s q u a re  m e  f o r  
a  l o n g  t i m e . ”

T h a t  w a s  th e  best s a n d w ic h  t h a t  D i c k  
H o r t o n  e v e r  ta s te d . W h e n  he h a d  fin ­
ishe d, the b o y  t o o k  his h e r o  b y  th e  a r m  
a n d  d ire c te d  h i m  tQ the te le g r a p h  office, 
lo s in g  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  o n  the w a y  f o r  
m a k i n g  fa n s  see h i m  in  c o m p a n y  w i t h  
the s t r i k e - o u t  k i n g .

A t  the office D i c k  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  
o t h e r s  besides his h o m e  f o l k s  h a d  read 
tho se  headlines in  th e  Ti)>ics. I t  w a s  
th e re  t h a t  he fell in l o v e  w i t h  th e  press. 
T h e  m e ssage, h a n d e d  t o  h i m  across the 
c o u n t e r ,  r e a d :

Cliftox. Virginia, June 20th.
Your newspaper record looks good. Job 

for you. Can you report at once ? Answer 
immediately.

En Miller, Manager, The Sea Gulls.

E d  M i l l e r  w a s  o f  the o ld  school o f  
m a n a g e r s  w h o  w a t c h e d  f o r  the b l o w i n g  
u p  o f  bush leagues so as t o  g r a b  playe rs 
w i t h o u t  the necessity o f  official release, 
a n d  th e  c o n s e q u e n t p a y m e n t  o f  p u r ­
chase m o n e y .  T h i s  tim e  lie l a n d e d .

D i c k  a n s w e r e d  i m m e d i a t e l y .  T h a t  
n ig h t  the re  cam e a te le g r a p h ic  m o n e y  
o r d e r  f o r  a r a i l r o a d  t ic k e t a n d  live  d o l ­
lars a d d i t io n a l  f o r  e x p e n s e s . N o t h i n g  
w a s  said a b o u t  t e r m s ; b u t ,  r i g h t  t h e n ,  
th a t w a s  a s e c o n d a r y  c o n s id e r a t i o n . 
D i c k  w e n t .

O 1 1  the w a y  d o w n  I l o r t o n  p u r c h a s e d  
a  c o p y  o f  a base ball w e e k l y  t o  l o o k  o v e r  
the b a t t i n g  o r d e r  o f  th e  - C l i f t o n  club. 
A m o n g  t h e m  he r e c o g n iz e d  the n a m e s 
o f  a f e w  o l d - t i m e r s  w h o  h a d  slid b a c k  
f r o m  the b i g  leagues, a n d  a m u s e d  h i m ­
self t r y i n g  to get a m e n t a l  p ic tu re  o f  
the o th e r s .  O f  o n e  t h i n g  he was cer­
t a i n :  n o n e  o f  t h e m  h a d  p l a y e d  at col­
lege, a n d  it wa~ some s a tis fa c tio n  to 
k n o w  t h a t  the club w as n o t  j i n x e d  f r o m  
the s ta r t .  O n  a c c o u n t o f  his la c k  o f  
e a r l y  t u te la g e ,  D i c k  h a d  n e v e r  been able 
o r  d ispo se d t o  fig u r e  h i m s e l f  th e  j i n x .  
T h e r e  w a s  much he had to l e a r n .
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I t  w as ten o 'c lo c k  in the m o r n i n g  
w h e n  H o r t o n  r e p o r t e d  at the hotel in 
C l i f t o n ,  w h e r e  the m a n a g e r  w a s  to m eet 
h i m ,  a n d  f o u n d  the w h o le  club w a i t i n g .

M a n a g e r  M i l l e r ' s  w e lc o m e  w a s  sin­
cere t h o u g h  n o t e n th us ia stic. A f t e r  a 
p e r f u n c t o r y  h a n d s h a k e  he p o i n te d  o u t  
the o t h e r  stars.  I m m e d i a t e l y  D i c k  
began to  revise his m e n t a l  d r a w i n g s  o f  
the S e a  C u l l s — t h a t  b e i n g  the n a m e  b y  
w h ic h  m o s t w a t e r - f r o n t  ball clubs are 
called. I I i s  i m a g i n a r y  p ic tu re  o f  S t e v e  
\\ elsli, the c a tc h e r,  w as a b a d  piece o f  
w o r k .  I n s t e a d  o f  the b r o a d - s h o u l d e r e d ,  
g o o d - n a t u r e d ,  s t r a i g h t - a s - a n - a r r o w  f e l ­
l o w  tha t he ha d p i c t u r e d ,  D i c k  f o u n d  
S t e v e  a t u b - s h a p e d ,  t o b a c c o - c h e w in g  
g r o u c h  w h o  lo o k e d  u p o n  u n iv e r s itie s  as 
an e vil e le m e n t t h a t  ha d cre p t i n t o  
the g r a n d  o ld  g a m e ,  a n d  t o  w h o m  col­
lege ball p la y e rs  in g e n e ra l  w e r e  pests.

E d  M i l l e r ,  the m a n a g e r ,  p r o v e d  h i m ­
self  a m u c h  b e tte r f e l l o w ,  b e in g  d i p l o ­
m a tic  e n o u g h  n o t  to  t a k e  u n d u e  a d ­
v a n t a g e  o f  the u n f o r t u n a t e  fa c t t h a t  
D i c k  h a d  been to  college. Y o u n g  H o r ­
to n  d id  n o t a tt e m p t  to  deceive M i l l e r ,  
bu t m a d e  a clean bre ast o f  it ,  a n d  the 
m a n a g e r  a p p re c ia te d  his s t r a i g h t f o r ­
w a r d n e s s .

“ O l i ,  th a t's  all r i g h t ,  I  g u e s s ,"  said 
M i l l e r  c o n s o lin g ly .  “ E v e  k n o w n  a f e w  
college fe l lo w s  w h o  h a d  sense like r e g ­
u la r  f o l k s .  B u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,"  he a d d e d ,  
“ t h e y 'v e  g o t a lot to  le a r n  an d in m o s t  
cases it takes to o  m u c h  pa tie n ce  to  f o o l  
w i t h  t h e m ."

" B u t  I  d i d n ’t g r a d u a t e , "  D i c k  e x ­
p la in e d ,  as a m i t i g a t i n g  c irc u m s ta n c e ,  
a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  h it  the m a r k .  T h e  m a n ­
age r o f  the Sea G u l l s  b r i g h t e n e d  r ig h t

D i c k  also h a d  le a r n e d  to c h e w  a l it­
tle tobacco a n d  fo r c e d  his a d v a n t a g e  b y  
p u l li n g  o u t a pa c ka g e  o f  the b r a n d  so 
w e ll  k n o w n  t o  ball p la y e rs .  T h a t  g o t 
th e m  d o w n  t o  real business.

T h e  best M a n a g e r  M i l l e r  c o u ld  d o  in 
the w a y  o f  p a y  w a s  s e v e n t y - f i v e  d o lla r s  
a m o n t h ,  a n d  a pass to all th e  t h e a t e r s ,
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th e r e  b e i n g  th r e e . T h e  sight o f  ten 
do lla rs in a d v a n c e  m o n e y  e n d e d  all he si­
t a t io n  o n  D i c k ' s  p a r t ,  a n d  he signed th e n  
a n d  th e r e .

" I s  W e l s h ,  o v e r  t h e r e ,  g o i n g  t o  catch 
m e ? "  aske d H o r t o n ,  in d ic a t in g  b y  a n o d  
o f  his head the b i g  c a tc h e r,  l o u n g i n g  in 
a lo b b y  c h a ir.

“ S u r e , "  the m a n a g e r  re p lie d . “ H e ’ s 
th e  o n l y  c a tc h e r  w e 'v e  g o t .  A n d  lie's 
a g o o d  o n e ,  t o o .  S t e v e 's  g e t t i n g  a little 
a lo n g  in y e a r s ,  a n d  ha s his c r a n k y  spells, 
b u t  he k n o w s  m o r e  a b o u t  the w e a k ­
nesses o f  the b a tte r s  in this league th a n  
all the rest o f  th e  ba c ksto p s p u t  t o ­
g e t h e r .

“ S a y ,  S t e v e , ”  th e  S e a  G u l l  lea de r 
ca lled t o  the v e t e r a n .  “ T a k e  this y o u n g  
f e l l o w  o u t  in the m o r n i n g  a n d  g i v e  h i m  
a  w o r k - o u t .  T h e y  tell m e  lie’ s g o t  a 
b a r r e l  o f  sp e e d .”

" D o e s  he k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o  w i t h  i t ? ”  
S t e v e  a s k e d ,  w a b b l i n g  o v e r  t o  w h e r e  
th e  m a n a g e r  sat. W e l s h  h a d  the t r i c k ,  
so o f t e n  e m p l o y e d  b y  v e t e r a n s ,  o f  m a k ­
i n g  a y o u n g s t e r  feel his place b y  n o t  
s p e a k in g  to h i m  d i r e c t ly .  “ Y o u  k n o w , ”  
th e  old  f e l l o w  w e n t  o n ,  “ w e  h a v e n 't  go t 
a n y  p la y e rs  t o  sp a re , a n d  w e  c a n 't  h a v e  
a n y  o f  o u r  r e g u la r  m e n  be a n e d  b y  a 
w i l d  b u s h e r .  S 'p o s e  he co u ld  hit the 
g r o u n d  w i t h  his h a t ? ”

“ I ' v e  g o t  p r e t t y  g o o d  c o n t r o l , ”  D i c k  
e dge d i n ,  " i f  th a t's  w h a t  y o u  m e a n . ”  
T h i s  idea o f  b e in g  r e f e r r e d  to in the 
t h i r d  p e r s o n  g a lle d  the y o u n g  co lle gian. 
“ I ' m  n o t  b o o b  e n o u g h  to  use m y  speed 
all th e  t im e . I ’ v e  g o t  a b i g  c u r v e -------- ”

" W e l l , ”  a n d  O l d  S t e v e  d ire c te d  his 
glan ce  t o w a r d  A t il le r ,  " h e ’ d b e t t e r  p u t  
t h a t  c u r v e  in his suit  case.”  T h e  o ld -  
t i m e r  s w it c h e d  the s t u m p  o f  his cigar 
f r o m  o n e  side o f  his m o u t h  to the o t h e r  
re fle c tive ly.

“ O h ,  w e l l , ”  he said f i n a l ly ,  “ send h i m  
o u t ,  a n d  I ’ ll l o o k  h i m  o v e r . ”

T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  D i c k  w a s  a m a z e d  
t o  see in  th e  p a p e r s  t h a t  he h a d  been 
a d v e r t is e d  t o  p i t c h  t h a t  v e r y  d a y  a gainst 
P o r t s v i l l e .  I n  tho se  d a y s  the a p p e a ran ce
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o f  a n e w  p l a y e r  in  a b u s h  league w a s  
a lw a y s  g o o d  f o r  a n  increase in a t t e n d ­
ance, a n d  l id  M i l l e r  p l a y e d  this s y s te m  
to  the lim i t .  A  n e w c o m e r  h a d  a chance 
the first d a y ,  so the fa n s  co u ld see f o r  
the m se lve s h o w  he acted u n d e r  fire.

I n  v i e w  o f  the n e w s p a p e r  a n n o u n c e ­
m e n t ,  S t e v e  W elsh m a d e  the m o r n i n g  
w o r k - o u t  v e r y  s h o r t  a n d  disagreeable, 
te llin g D i c k  t o  save s o m e t h in g  f o r  th e  
a f t e r n o o n .

“ W h a t  are y o u r  s ig n s? " y o u n g  H o r ­
to n  i n q u i r e d  as the o ld ca tche r w a s  
a b o u t to  w a l k  a w a y .

" S a m e  as ’m o s t  e v e r y b o d y  u s e s ,"  h e  
a n s w e r e d .  " T w o  fingers in th e  m i t t  f o r  
a c u r v e ,  on e  f o r  a fa s t  o n e ,  a n d — w e ll ,  
i f  y o u ’ve  g o t a s l o w  on e  I ’ ll fin d  it o u t . ’ ’

N o t  so easily squelched, D i c k  insisted 
o n  S t e v e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  th e  signs w i t h  
h i m ,  especially as he w a s  t o  p itch tha t 
a f t e r n o o n .  T h e  o ld f e l l o w  d i d  so re ­
l u c t a n t l y ,  g l a r i n g  at the y o u n g s t e r  all 
the t im e .

" T o  h e a r  h i m  t a l k , ”  S t e v e  r e m a r k e d  
to one o f  the o u tfie ld e r s  s t a n d in g  n e a r ,  
" y o u ’d t h i n k  he w a s  g o i n g  t o  p l a y  one 
o f  th e m  b ig-le agu e  te am s f o r  th e  c h a m ­
p io n s h ip  o f  the w o r l d . ”

“ Y e s ,  a n d  i w il l ,  t o o ,  some d a y , ”  
t o t i n g  l l o r t o n  b l u r te d  o u t ,  " w h e n  y o u  
are c a r r y i n g  w a t e r . ”

“ T h a t  college s t u f f l l  c o m e  o u t , ”  
S t e v e  o b s e rve d  to the o u t f ie l d e r ,  w h o ,  
in h a ll - p l a y e r  f a s h i o n ,  w a s  e n j o y i n g  the 
j a w i n g  m a t c h ,  " n o  m a t t e r  h o w  deep y o u  
hide it. T h i s  club is j i n x e d  a l r e a d y .”

A t  t h a t ,  S t e v e  like d  the s h o w  o f  
s p ir it  well  e n o u g h  t o  address the y o u n g  
f e l l o w  d i r e c t ly  f o r  th e  first tim e .

“ D o n ’ t b o t h e r  a b o u t  t r v i n ’ to fi gu re  
th e m  batters o u t  t o - d a y , ”  he a d v is e d  
D i c k .  “ I  k n o w  ’ e m  all, a n d  I ’ ll g iv e  
the s ig n s.”

A s  S t e v e  w e n t  t o  the w a t e r  k e g  a n d  
fished o u t  the t in  d i p p e r ,  he began to 
t h i n k  o v e r  th a t c r a c k  the k i d  m a d e  
a b o u t his h a v i n g  to c a r r y  w a t e r .  S o m e ­
t h i n g  inside o f  h i m  began to  r a n k le .

S cientists m a y  n o t  k n o w ,  b u t  ball

p l a y e r s  w il l  tell y o u  t h a t  t h a t  r a n k l i n g  
inside  S t e v e  w a s  the j i n x .  H e  ca m e  in 
the f o r m  o f  a little b la c k  m a n ,  w h i s p e r ­
i n g  th in g s  in the c a tc h e r ’ s ear a b o u t  an 
o l d - t i m e r  l e t t in g  a s q u ir t  o f  a k i d  get 
a w a y  w i t h  fre s h  t a l k .  N o t  f o r  S t e v e  1

Y o u n g  H o r t o n  w a s  e dged o u t  o f  his 
t u r n  at b a t t i n g  pra ctice  th re e  tim es th a t 
a f t e r n o o n — a m o s t  u n e th ic a l  p r o c e e d in g  
a m o n g  ball p l a y e r s — a n d  i n d i g n a n t l y  r e ­
t ir e d  to  a c o r n e r  o f  the b e n c h . F r o m  
th e r e  he h a d  a chance to  size u p  the 
t w o  club s, a n d  n o tice d  w i t h  interest 
t h a t  S t e v e  W e l s h  w a s  h o b n o b b i n g  w i t h  
the v i s it o r s .  T h e  o ld f e l l o w  h a d  a g o o d  
w o r d  a n d  a i o - h  f o r  e v e r y  o n e  w h o  
ha ile d h i m .

T h e  m a n a g e r  o f  th e  Sea G u l l s  came 
o v e r  a n d  sat d o w n  beside his n e w  
p i t c h e r .  D i c k  called his a tt e n t io n  to 
th e  n u m b e r  o f  f r i e n d s  t h a t  S t e v e  a p ­
p e a r e d  to h a v e .

" H e  used to  p l a y  w i t h  P o r t s v i l l e , "  
M i l l e r  e x p l a i n e d .  " A l l  his o ld  pals are 
o v e r  t h e r e .”

" I  d o n ’ t t h i n k  he likes m e , ”  D i c k  r e ­
m a r k e d .

" O h ,  d o n ’t m i n d  t h a t , "  the m a n a g e r  
a d v i s e d . " H e ' s  t h a t  w a y  w i t h  all n e w  
p l a y e r s ,  especially colle ge m e n .  T i e 'l l  
h a n d le  y o u  all r i g h t .  T h a t  f e l l o w  has 
d e v e l o p e d  m o r e  t h a n  ten pitche rs w h o  
h a v e  gone f r o m  here to the b ig  l e a g u e ."

T h a t  h it  D i c k  in a t e n d e r  sp o t,  i t  
b r o u g h t  h i m  b a c k  to his a m b i t i o n — g e t ­
t i n g  in the b ig  league. l i e  w o u l d  f o r ­
g i v e  the d i s d a i n f u l  a tt i t u d e  o f  the 
g r o u c h y  o ld  b a c k s t o p ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  it 
h u r t ,  i f  S t e v e  c o u ld  g i v e  h i m  the r ig h t  
sta rt .

" W e l l .  I  h o p e  ! m a k e  g o o d  f o r  y o u , "  
he f in a lly  said to the m a n a g e r .

" Y o u ’ ll get b y  all r ig h t ,  k i d , ”  E d  d e ­
clare d. " J u s t  r e m e m b e r  n o t  to get e x ­
c i t e d ."

T h a t  w a s all r i g h t  as it s o u n d e d ,  b u t  
D i c k  H o r t o n  h a d  sense e n o u g h  to  k n o w  
t h a t  i f  he fell  d o w n  t h a t  first d a y  he 
w o u l d  get the tin  can b e f o r e  the end 
o f  th e  w e e k .  I t  is a w a y  o f  th e  m i n o r
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leagues. D i c k  also k n e w  t h a t  E d  M i l l e r  
h a d  m a d e  a p r a ctice  o f  t r y i n g  o u t  
y o u n g s t e r s ,  w h o  h a d  aske d f o r  a chance, 
j u s t  to  d r a w  a  c r o w d .  T h e r e  w a s  a l­
w a y s  the chance o f  th e  S e a  G u l l  m a n a ­
g e r  p i c k i n g  u p  a  g o o d  on e  w h o  c o u ld  be 
so ld—-if so ld a t  all— f o r  m o r e  t h a n  his 
se ason’ s s a la r y .

A  b u n c h  o f  fa n s  k e p t  y e l li n g  t o  M i l ­
ler to “ t r o t  o u t  th e  n e w  p h e n o m , ”  a n d  
D i c k  f in a lly  g o t  u p  a n d  w a l k e d  in  f r o n t  
o f  the g r a n d  s ta n d .

A  s h o r t  distance f r o m  t h e  S e a  G u l l  
bench w a s  th e  little screened co o p o f  
the official sc o r e r ,  th e  s p o r t i n g  e d i t o r  
o f  the t o w n .  H e  m o t i o n e d  f o r  H o r t o n  
to co m e  o v e r .

“ Y o u ’v e  g o t  the chance o f  y o u r  l i f e ,  
k i d , ”  said th e  scribe as he s tu c k  his 
fingers t h r o u g h  the m e she s o f  the screen 
f o r  a h a l f - p o r t i o n  h a n d s h a k e .

" T h i n k  so ? ”  a ske d D i c k .
‘ ‘ Y e s ,  a n d  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t t r i m  these f e l ­

l o w s ,  I ’m  g o i n g  t o  w r i t e  a s t o r y  a b o u t  
y o u r  b e i n g  a q u i t t e r  a n d  send it b a c k  
to the o ld  college t o w n . ”  T h e  scribe 
m e a n t  this "a s a b a n t e r  a n d  l a u g h e d  
g o o d - n a t u r e d l y .  " Y o u  see,”  he w e n t  
o n ,  ' T v s  g o t  the do p e  o n  y o u .  B u t  
t h e r e ’ s n o  q u i t t i n g  in y o u ,  k i d ,  a n d  I  
k n o w  it. I  p ic k e d  y o u  o u t  f o r  E d  M i l ­
ler w h e n  I  w e n t  t h r o u g h  the e x ch an g e s 
up at the office. A n d , ”  he a d d e d  i m ­
p r e s s iv e ly ,  " w h e n  I  p i c k  ’ em t h e y  a re  
u s u a l ly  the g o o d s .”

R i g h t  a w a y  D i c k  began to  like  t h a t  
fe l l o w . “ I ' l l  c e r ta in ly  t r y  t o  k e e p  f r o m  
m a k i n g  y o u  o u t  a l i a r , ”  he de cla re d .

" H u t ,  s a y , ”  a n d  the s p o r t i n g  w r i t e r  
leaned close to the screen, " w a t c h  o u t  
f o r  this f e l l o w ,  B u c k  F e n t o n .  H e  hits 
'e m  a m ile . I ’v e  been t ip p e d  o f f  t h a t  
lie’ s g o i n g  to  th e  b ig  le a g u e .”  T h e  
scribe lo o k e d  c a u ti o u s ly  o v e r  his s h o u l­
der. “ T h e r e ’ s a big -le a g u e  scout u p  
th ere n o w . ”

" W a t c h i n g  m e ? ”  D i c k  aske d i n n o ­
ce n tly.

“ Y o u ?  W h y ,  t h a t  scout d o e s n ’t

k n o w  y e t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  a liv e .  H e ’ s h e r e  
t o  g e t a lin e o n  F e n t o n .  N o w ,  y o u -------- ”

" H e y ,  t h e r e ,  F r e s h i e ! ”  D i c k  fe l t  t h a t  
it w a s  m e a n t  f o r  h i m  a n d  t u r n e d .  I t  
w a s .  S t e v e  W e l s h  w a s  a b o u t  to  toss 
h i m  a ball f o r  w a r m i n g  u p .

" W h a t  a re  y o u  d o i n ’ o v e r  t h e r e ? ”  
y e lle d  the o ld b a c k s t o p . " T r y i n g  to  
h a n g  a r o u n d  th e  r e p o r t e r s  to  g e t y o u r ­
self  in r ig h t  ?”

D i c k  c a u g h t  t h e  t h r o w n  b a l l ,  a n d  
t u r n e d  red in  the fa c e . T h e  fa n s  w i t h ­
in e a r s h o t  b e ga n  t o  s n ic k e r .  B e f o r e  the 
y o u n g  f e l l o w  c o u ld  r e p l y ,  S t e v e  h a d  
t u r n e d  his b a c k  a n d  w a s  t a l k i n g  to 
B u c k  F e n t o n ,  o f  the P o r t s v i l l e s ,  n e a r  
th e  p la te .  A s  S t e v e  a n d  B u c k  t a l k e d  
t h e y  w o u l d  o c c a s io n a lly  n o d  t h e ir  heads 
in th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  the g r a n d  sta n d  a n d  
l o o k  a r o u n d .  D i c k  t o o k  this to  m e a n  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  discu ssin g the scout in 
the g r a n d  s ta n d . L a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
p r o v e d  t h a t  he w a s  r i g h t .

A f t e r  l e t t in g  the co lle gian w a i t  l o n g  
e n o u g h  to  feel t h a t  he w a s  n o t  v e r y  i m ­
p o r t a n t ,  S t e v e  cam e o v e r  a n d  p e r m i t t e d  
the y o u n g s t e r  to w a r m  u p .  A t  t h a t ,  he 
t o o k  u p  h a l f  o f  the r e m a i n i n g  te n  m i n ­
utes in t a l k i n g  o v e r  his s h o u ld e r  to 
f r i e n d s  in the f r o n t  r o w  o f  the g r a n d  
stan d .

W h e n  th e  b a t t e r y  a n n o u n c e m e n t  w a s  
f in a lly  m a d e  a n d  D i c k  w a l k e d  t o  the 
b o x  h e  g o t  the usu al re ce ptio n  a c c o rd e d  
a n e w c o m e r .  H e  w a s o ld e n o u g h  in the 
business n o t  to c o n s id e r  this a n y t h i n g  
m o r e  th a n  a m a t t e r  o f  f o r m ;  b u t ,  j u s t  
the sa m e , it u pse t h i m .  H e  becam e s u d ­
d e n l y  conscious th a t he w a s  b e i n g  t r ie d  
o u t  f o r  th e  first t im e ,  a n d  t h a t  a b ig -  
league s co u t w a s  w a t c h i n g  h i m .  A f t e r  
the b l o w - u p  at T a u n t o n ,  it w as the one 
g o o d  chance t h a t  he h a d  lo n g e d  f o r .  
T o  m a k e  g o o d  m e a n t  an i m p o r t a n t  step 
n e a r e r  the big league. D i c k  also real­
i z e d ,  as he stood t h e r e ,  t h a t ,  n o  m a t t e r  
h o w  small  o r  ins ig n ific a n t a league m a y  
be, the p l a y e r ,  so f a r  as it concerns h i m ­
se lf ,  is j u s t  as m u c h  in the l im e lig h t .

L u c k i l y ,  the y o u n g  f e l l o w  g o t  b y  his
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first i n n i n g  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  scored u p o n ,  
b u t  S t e v e  w a r n e d  h i m ,  as t h e y  w a l k e d  
to the be n c h , th a t he w as g e t t i n g  w i l d .  
D i c k  h a d  crossed th e  o ld  ca tche r t w ic e ,  
d u e  to  n e r v o u s  a n x i e t y ,  a n d  e x p e c t e d  a 
c a l l - d o w n  f o r  t h a t ,  w h ic h  he p r o m p t l y  
g o t.

" N o w ,  keep y o u r  head u p  n e x t  i n ­
n i n g , "  he w a s  a d v i s e d ,  " a n d  p itc h  e x ­
a c tly  w h a t  1 call f o r .  I f  t h e y  get a 
m a n  o n  y o u 'l l  h a v e  to be c a r e f u l .  
B u c k ' l l  be u p , ”

" W h o ’s B u c k ? ’ aske d D i c k ,  a n d  g a v e  
the bench a g o o d  l a u g h ,  l i e  h a d  f o r ­
g o tte n  w hat the scribe h a d  t o ld  h i m .

" T h e r e ' l l  be a lot o f  'e m  a s k in '  th a t 
w h e n  he begins fl ailin ' th a t ball a r o u n d  
the b ig  l e a g u e ,"  S t e v e  said b e tw e e n  
chuckles. " B u c k  F e n t o n  is the g u y  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t . "

" W h a t  does he u s u a lly  like to  h i t ? ’ ’ 
. H o r t o n  i n q u i r e d .

" N e v e r  m i n d  a b o u t  t h a t , ”  a n s w e r e d  
S t e v e .  “ I ' l l  g iv e  the signs f o r  h i m . 
R e m e m b e r ,  I ' m  the d e c e ive r as w e ll  as 
the re ce ive r w h e n  b u s h c r s  arc i n  the 
b o x . "

Y o u n g  H o r t o n  p r o m p t l y  su b sid e d , b u t  
m a d e  u p  his m i n d  th a t i f  he g o t  the 
sign f o r  a fa s t  one he w o u l d  w h is t le  
o n e  t h r o u g h  at B u c k  t h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  
a bullet l o o k  t a m e . H e  k n e w  he h a d  
the speed, a n d  a lr e a d v  h a d  seen e n o u g h  
to k n o w  tha t these f e l lo w s  c o u ld  n o t  
hit it. H i s  o n l y  c o n ce rn  w as c o n t r o l .  
J n  t r y i n g  to get tha t h o p  on his fa s t  
o n e , D i c k  w a s  a f r a i d  o f  b c a n i n g  so m e ­
b o d y .

T h e  first ball p itc h e d  b y  y o u n g  H o r ­
ton in the second i n n i n g  w as f a r  to on e  
side. T h e  b a tte r  l a u g h e d ,  a n d  S t e v e  
W e l s h  d e lib e ra te ly  t u r n e d  t o  the spec­
tato rs a n d  m a d e  a w r y  fa ce. T h a t  w a s  
a t o u g h  w a y  o f  s h o w i n g  a y o u n g  f e l l o w  
n p ,  an d it g o t  D i c k ' s  g o a t.  T h e  y o u n g ­
ster flared u p ,  a n d  began to  see red a n d  
b la ck spots. B e f o r e  he r e a lize d  w h a t  
he w a s  d o i n g  t w o  ba tters h a d  been g i v e n  
bases o n  balls, a n d  B u c k  F e n t o n  w a s  
c o m i n g  to ba t. T h e  spe cta tors h a d

s t o p p e d  y e l l i n g  n o w ,  i n t e n t ly  w a t c h i n g  
t h e  ba ttle  o f  w its  b e t w e e n  the g r e a t  
h i t t e r  a n d  the k i d .

D i c k  c o u l d n 't  w a i t .  E v e n  b e f o r e  he 
g o t  the sign he c u t loose a fa s t  o n e  th a t 
w e n t  a f o o t  o v e r  F e n t o n ’ s h e a d ,  c r a s h ­
i n g  in to  th e  screen. A s  S t e v e  s c r a m b le d  
f o r  the b a ll,  b o t h  r u n n e r s  a d v a n c e d .  
B u c k  smiled.

W h e n  he f i n a l ly  r e c o v e r e d  th e  ball,  
S t e v e  t h r e w  d o w n  his m a s k  a n d  w a l k e d  
o u t  to the p itc h e r 's  b o x  to a c h o r u s  o f  
" W r i t e  h i m  a l e t t e r "  f r o m  the fa n s .

" Y o u  cross m e  t h a t  w a y  a g a i n , "  
S t e v e  said to  D i c k ,  " e n d  y o u ’ll kill  
S o m e b o d y .  E i t h e r  get m y  signs, o r  ge t 
o u t  o f  the b o x . "

Y o u n g  H o r t o n  k n e w  t h a t  S t e v e  w a s 
r i g h t ,  a n d ,  s w a l l o w i n g  a l u m p  in his 
t h r o a t ,  he settled d o w n .  T h e  ba w l-o u t: 
r e a lly  ha d d o n e  h i m  g o o d .  A g a i n  D i c k  
w a s  s e ttin g h i m s e l f  to  get all the steam 
he h a d  i n t o  a fa s t  one w h e n  he .-.aw 
S t e v e  p u t  t w o  fingers in the m i t t — the 
sign f o r  a c u r v e — a n d  h o ld o u t  his 
h a n d s  in a w a y  to  in d ica te  th a t he 
w a n t e d  the b a l l . k n v  a n d - i n s i d e .  . H o r ­
t o n  w as c r a z y  t o  use his speed instead 
o f  a c u r v e ,  bu t o b e y e d  o r d e r s .

D i c k  t o o k  a h e a lt h y  w i n d - u p ,  a n d  d e ­
l iv e r e d  the ball e x a c t l y  as dire c te d . B u t  
t h a t  ball n e v e r  reached S t e v e 's  m i t t .  
B u c k  F e n t o n  t o o k  a s w i n g  th a t started! 
s o m e w h e r e  n e a r  his shoe laces a n d  
belte d it o v e r  the l e f t - f ie l d  fe n ce . T h r e e  
r u n s  scored. A  glan ce  at the g r a n d  
stan d s h o w e d  H o r t o n  the b ig - le a g u e  
scout s m i li n g  all o v e r  his fa ce.

B e f o r e  the dis a s tro u s  i n n i n g  w as 
o v e r ,  the P o r t s v i l l e  club h a d  m a d e  live 
r u n s ,  a n d  y o u n g  M r .  H o r t o n  w e n t  to 
the bench fe e lin g  as i f  he h a d  collided 
w i t h  a street c a r.  T h e  bleacherites h a d  
b e g u n  to g u y  h i m ,  a n d D i c k  w as m i s ­
erable.

" I  d o n ’t belie ve B u c k  F e n t o n  can h it  
a h ig h  fa s t  o n e , ”  he  said to M a n a g e r  
M i l l e r  a n d  S t e v e .

" Y o u ’ re c r a z y , ”  a n s w e r e d  the o ld
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catcher. " H e ' d  kill  i t . L e a v e  th a t b o y  
to  m e . ”

J u s t  the same the idea stu ck in H o r ­
to n 's  h e a d ,  a n d  w h e n  F e n t o n  ca m e  u p  
the n e x t  t im e  he i n d ic a te d  to S t e v e  t h a t  
h e 'd  like t o  t r y  a h ig h  fa s t  o n e . T h e  
o ld catcher a ll o w e d  h i m  to go a h e a d . 
B u t  F e n t o n  d i d n ' t  s w i n g  at t h a t  b a l l ,  
t h o u g h  it cut the h e a rt  o f  the plate. H e  
m e r e ly  smiled a n d  w a i t e d .  T h e n ,  t o  
the a m a z e m e n t  o f  D i c k  H o r t o n ,  S t e v e  
called f o r  a n o t h e r  c u r v e ,  l o w  a n d  i n ­
side.

I t  g o t  n o  f a r t h e r  th a n  the on e  p itc h e d  
in the second i n n i n g .  W i t h  a s w i n g  
t h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  be d e lib e ra te ly  calc u­
la te d ,  F e n t o n  c a u g h t the c u r v e  o n  th e  
n ose, a n d  s la m m e d  it a gainst the l e f t -  
field fence f o r  t w o  bases. S e e m i n g l y  
he h a d  been w a i t i n g  f o r  j u s t  t h a t  k i n d  
o f  a ball.

T h e  rest o f  the g a m e  w a s  a n i g h t ­
m a r e  f o r  the f o r m e r  h e r o  o f  the T a u n ­
t o n  T e r r o r s .  T h e  y o u n g s t e r  h a d  lost 
all interest a n d  p itche d j u s t  as S t e v e  
d ire cted  u n til  the S e a  G u l l s  h a d  f l u t ­
t e r e d  hopelessly  to  d e fe a t .

B u c k  F e n t o n  h a d  m a d e  five clean 
h its . E v e r y  one tha t he c ra cke d w a s  a 
c u r v e ,  l o w  a n d  i n s i d e !

I n  the club ho u se  D i c k  H o r t o n  w a s  
p a c k i n g  u p  his t h in g s  w h e n  M a n a g e r  
M i l l e r  came in a n d  ta p p e d  h i m  on the 
s h o u ld e r.  T h a t ,  D i c k  fig u r e d ,  w as the 
Sea G u l l  w a y  o f  l e t t in g  a m a n  d o w n  
l ig h t — fi r in g  h i m  w i t h o u t  an a c c o m p a n i ­
m e n t  b y  a brass b a n d .  O l d  E d  M i l l e r  
wajs p r e t t y  w h it e  in the fa c e ,  t h o u g h .  
D i c k  h a d  n o t  seen h in t  in t h a t  k i n d  o f  
a m o o d  b e fo r e .

" L e t  those th in g s alone a n d  com e o u t  
h e r e , ”  the m a n a g e r  o r d e r e d .  VT  w a n t  
to see y o u . ”  H e  led the w a y  to the car 
tr a c k s ,  a b o u t f i f t y  y a r d s  a w a y ,  a n d  D i c k  
f o l l o w e d .

‘ ‘ N o w '  tell m e  th e  t r u t h , ”  d e m a n d e d  
the lea de r o f  the S e a  G u l l s ,  w h e n  t h e y  
w e r e  o u t  o f  e a rsh o t o f  the o t h e r  p l a y ­
ers. " D i d  y o u  t r y  B u c k  F e n t o n  o n  a 
h ig h  fa s t  o n e ? ”

" T h r e e  tim e s ,  d u r i n g  the g a m e , ”  re ­
plie d D i c k  t r u t h f u l l y ,  " b u t  he d i d n ’ t 
s w i n g  at o n e  o f  t h e m . ”

" W h y  d i d n ' t  y o u  keep o n  p i t c h in g  
i t ? ”

“ T h e  catcher called f o r  a c u r v e ,  low' 
a n d  in sid e , e v e r y  tim e  a f t e r  I  ha d 
p i t c h e d  a h i g h ,  fa s t  o n e . ”

" H e  w a i t e d  f o r  the l o w  on e  inside, 
eh ?”

T h e  k i d  n o d d e d .
“ L T- l n i h , "  the m a n a g e r  m u m b l e d ,  a n d  

w a l k e d  a w a y .  S u d d e n l y  he t u r n e d  a n d  
cam e b a c k . " D o n ' t  wrnrry a b o u t  p a c k ­
i n g  y o u r  t h in g s ,  s o n ,”  he said . " Y o u  
are g o i n g  t o  s t ic k .”

D i c k  H o r t o n  sh o u ld  h a v e  been a 
p r e t t y  s m a r t  fe llo w ',  b u t  w h e n  he 
reac hed th e  h o t e l,  w h e r e  he h a d  t e m ­
p o r a r i l y  e n g a g e d  a r o o m ,  he w a s  still 
g r o p i n g  in the m a z e s  o f  this n e w  m y s ­
t e r y .  H e  h a d  been d r u b b e d  m e rcile ssly 
b y  the P o r t s v i l l e  club— a n d  still ha d 
been o r d e r e d  to stick !

A f t e r  s u p p e r  D i c k  w a n d e r e d  in to  the 
b i ll i a r d  r o o m  v 'h e r e  some o f  the p la y e rs 
w e r e  p l a y i n g  K e l l e y  p o o l .  H e  lon g ed 
f o r  c o m p a n y .

W i t h o u t  a n y  w a r n i n g ,  the y o u n g  f e l ­
l o w  fe lt  so me one seize h i m  f r o m  b e ­
h i n d ,  a n d  he w h i r l e d  a r o u n d  to l o o k  
s q u a re ly  i n t o  the a n g r y  fa ce o f  S t e v e  
W e l s h /

" W h a t  d 'y e  m e a n  te llin g  E d  'b o u t  m e  
callin ' f o r  a low' one inside o n  B u c k  
F e n t o n ? ”  S t e v e  d e m a n d e d .

D i c k  w a s  so a s t o u n d e d  be c o u ld  n o t  
s p e a k. H i s  m o u t h  o p e n e d  a n d  s h u t like 
the gills o f  a fish o u t  o f  w a t e r .

" I ' m  a g r e a t  m i n d  to k n o c k  y o u r  
b lo c k  o f f , ”  s t o r m e d  the o ld catcher. 
" Y o u ' l l  ge t f a t  c a r r y i n ’ tales in this 
l e a g u e .”

“ W h y — e r— w h y ,  w h a t ' s  w r o n g ? ”  
ga spe d the b o y .  “ H e  a ske d  m e  wdiat 
F e n t o n  h it  a n d  I  t o ld  h i m .  W h y -------- ”

" A n d  I  s’pose y o u  a i n ’ t  w ise  e n o u g h  
t o  k n o w , ”  S t e v e  i n t e r r u p t e d  w i t h  w h a t  
he m e a n t  f o r  b i t in g  i r o n y ,  “ t h a t  w h e n
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y o u  spilt  th a t k i n d  o f  t a l k ,  E d ’d k n o w  
I  w as t r y i n ’ to m a k e  B u c k  h i t ? "

“ Y o u  m e a n  t o  sa y--------"  I t  w a s  be­
g i n n i n g  t o  d a w n  on D i c k .  “ Y o u  m e a n  
to say y o u  p u r p o s e l y  g a ve  m e  th e  d o u ­
ble cross ?’ ’

" Y e s ,  an d I ' d  cross y o u  a g a in . B u c k ' s  
m y  p a l. S c o u t  w a s  in the s ta n d ,  a n d  it 
w a s B u c k 's  chance t o  get in the b ig  
league. I  k n o  w e d  the o n l y  t h i n g  he 
co u ld hit w as a l o w  on e  in sid e , a n d —  
w e ll ,  lie g o t i t . "

D i c k  H o r t o n  fe lt  sick. H i s  chance o f  
a l i f e t i m e ,  as he t h o u g h t ,  h a d  been 
t h r o w n  a w a y  b y  a c r o o k e d  ca tche r—  
a m a n  lie t h o u g h t  w as g o i n g  to help 
h i m . A n d  S t e v e  w a s i n d i g n a n t  at h a v ­
in g  been c a u g h t !

“ Y o u ' v e  p u t  m e  o u t  o f  business, 
th a t's  a l l ,"  S t e v e  a d d e d ; a n d  t h e n ,  in 
u t t e r  d i s g u s t :  " T h a t  college stu ff 'l l  tell 
e v e r y  t im e .  Y o u  j i n x e d  us f r o m  the 
j u m p . "

S t e v e  W e l s h  w as fired t h a t  n ig h t .  
B u c k  B e n t o n  le f t  o n  the m o r n i n g  t r a i n .

B a s e b a ll ,  like po litics,  m a k e s  stran ge  
b e d fe ll o w s .

T h u s  it is, a f t e r  ten y e a r s ,  w e  fin d  
D i c k  H o r t o n  in the b ig  league as c r a c k  
p i t c h e r  o f  the T i t a n s ,  an d o ld  S t e v e  
W e l s h  g u m s h o e i n g  a m o n g  the bushes as 
scout f o r  the .n i n e  club. I n  f a c t ,  o ld 
S t e v e  had c o n sid e red h i m s e l f  so t h o r ­
o u g h l y  f o r g i v e n  f o r  his f a m o u s  d o u b le  
cross at C l i f t o n  tha t he boa ste d o f  h a v ­
in g  d isc o ve re d  the f a m o u s  H o r t o n ,  tell­
in g  it so o f t e n  t h a t  he b e lie ved it h i m ­
self.

A f t e r  an e x t e n d e d  t o u r  t h r o u g h  the 
Class D  leagues, S t e v e  j o i n e d  the T i ­
tans at the end o f  t h e ir  last W e s t e r n  
t r i p ,  a n d ,  as is the w a y  o f  scouts,  t o o k  
a seat on the bench d u r i n g  pra ctice . 
T h e  ye a rs ha d m e l lo w e d  the old S e a  
(l u l l  c a tche r,  a n d  he d e a r ly  l o v e d  to sit 
a m o n g  the y o u n g s t e r s ,  smile b e n i g n ly ,  
a n d  h i n t  at h o w  m u c h  he could  tell 
t h e m  i f  he o n ly  h a d  t im e .

O n  this p a r t ic u l a r  a f t e r n o o n ,  w h e n

S t e v e  seated h i m s e l f ,  H o r t o n  w a s o u t  
w a r m i n g  u p  w h il e  a g r o u p  o f  s u bsti­
tutes lo u n g e d  o n  th e  grass n e a r  the w a ­
t e r  k e g ,  p e r u s i n g  a n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  t o ld  
in b i g  he a dlin e s o f  D i c k  H o r t o n ' s  ca­
reer a n d  the p ro sp e c ts o f  his w i n n i n g  
the c h a m p i o n s h i p  o f  th e  w o r l d .  T h e  
T i t a n s  h a d  p r a c t ic a l ly  w o n  the p e n n a n t ,  
a n d  th e r e  w a s  little l e f t  to  the baseball 
w r i t e r s  f o r  the rest o f  the season b u t  
c o m p a r a t i v e  d o p e  o n  t h e  a b i li ty  o f  the 
t w o  te a m s. I n  t h e  o p p o s i t io n  m a j o r  
lea gu e , the B l u e  S o x ,  l o n g  since, ha d 
cin ched the flag .

“ I f  t h e r e ’ s a n y b o d y  k n o w s  m o r e ' n  
t h a t  old g u y , "  o b s e r v e d  one o f  the su bs,  
p o i n t i n g  to an a c tio n  p h o t o g r a p h ,  a n d  
n o d d i n g  his head t o w a r d  H o r t o n ,  “ I ' d  
like  t o  see h i m  s t a r t . "

“ Y e s ,  I  guess h e ’ s r o t t e n , "  a g re e d  the 
o t h e r ,  w i t h  e m ph a sis p r o p e r  t o  the 
i r o n y .  “ I f  a n y b o d y  k n o w s  a p itc h e r  
t h a t ’ s g o t  a n y t h i n g  o n  h i m ,  t h e y  can 
sta rt  b e t t i n g  m e . "

“ F e l l e r s , "  s p o k e  u p  S t e v e ,  a n d  his 
fa ce b e a m e d w i t h  th a t m y s t e r i o u s  smile 
o f  s a ti s fa c t io n ,  so t y p i c a l  o f  scouts in 
g e n e r a l ,  “ w h e n  I  first p ic k e d  u p  th a t 
b o y  he d i d n ' t  k n o w  the d iffe r e n c e  ire- 
t w e e n  a p i t c h - o u t  a n d  a s t r i k e .”  T h e  
subs settled th e m s e lv e s  f o r  a l o n g  s t o r y .  
“ W h y ,  w h e n  I -------

" D i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t ? "  A  vo ice  i n t e r ­
r u p t e d ,  a n d  D i c k  H o r t o n ,  p e r s p i r i n g  
p r o f u s e l y  f r o m  his w a r m - u p ,  e dge d 
h i m s e l f  o n  the b e n c h . " I  d i d n ' t  get t h a t  
last o n e ,  S t e v e — d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  ?"

" W h y .  h e llo ,  D i c k !  H o w  do th in g s 
l o o k ? "  B u t  th a t d i d n ' t  get the o ld scout 
o u t  o f  his e m b a r r a s s m e n t .

“ F i e  w a s  j u s t  s a v i n ' , "  on e  o f  the re ­
c ru its  e x p l a i n e d ,  “ th a t w h e n  he first 
t o o k  charge o f  y o u  d o w n  in V i r g i n i a  
y o u  d i d n ' t  k n o w  the d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  
a  p i t c h - o u t  a n d  a s t r i k e . "

T h e  y o u n g  b u s h e r  t h r e w  b a c k  his 
h e a d ,  a n d  let o u t  a l o u d ,  d e r is iv e  la u g h . 
“ N o ,  I  guess n o t !  B u t  I  k n e w  the d i f ­
fe re n ce  b e tw e e n  a high fa s t  one a n d a
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l o w  c u r v e  inside. H o w  a b o u t  t h a t ,  
S t e v e  ?”

" T h a t ’s all r i g h t , ’ ’ said the sco u t,  
w i t h  a s train e d e ffo r t  to h ide  his dis­
c o m fi t u r e  b y  a p p e a r in g  se rio u s. " S t o p  
this k i d d i n ’ f o r  a m i n u t e ,  D i c k .  Y o u  
k n o w  this w o r l d ’ s series is c o i n i n ’ o n ,  
a n d  t h e m  B l u e  S o x  has g o t  to be f ig ­
u r e d ."

" Y o u  bet t h e y  h a v e , ”  a gre ed H o r t o n .  
" I  t h o u g h t  y o u  h a d  a line on t h e m  b y  
this t i m e .  D i d n ' t  y o u  d r o p  in the re  o n  
y o u r  w a y  u p  n o r t h  ?"

" S u r e ,  I  d i d , ”  said S t e v e .  " I ' v e  g o t  
the do]>e o n  t h e ir  thre e  b i g  h i tt e r s ,  b u t  
it a i n ’ t n a tu r a l  to suppose t h a t  I  co u ld 
get t h e m  all in one t r i p . ”

M a n a g e r  M c G i l l ,  c o m i n g  in f r o m  the 
practice field ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  the c o n v e r s a ­
tio n t o  b o r r o w  pencil an d p a p e r  f r o m  
S t e v e .  H e  q u i c k l y  w r o t e  o u t  his b a t ­
t i n g  o r d e r ,  a n d  w a l k e d  o u t  t o  h a n d  it 
t o  the u m p i r e .

" Y o u ’ll w o r k  t o - d a y ,  D i c k , ”  he said 
to  the s ta r,  a n d ,  w i t h  a sm ile ,  a d d e d : 
“ W a n t  S t e v e  to catch y o u ? ”  T h a t  w a s  
a s t a n d in g  j o k e  o f  M c G i l l ’ s.

" W e l l ,  y o u  c a n 't  tell , M a c , ”  l a u g h e d  
D i c k .  " H e  w a s  j u s t  te llin g  the g a n g  
here h o w  he first s h o w e d  m e  h o w  t o  
p i t c h .”

“ S a y ,  D i c k . ”  T h e  scout spo ke  in  a 
l o w ,  c o n fide n tia l  t o n e ,  w h e n  the l a u g h  
h a d  su bsided. " W h o  d o  y o u  su ppose I  
saw  o v e r  th e re  at the B l u e  S o x  p a r k ? ”

" I l o w ’ d  I  k n o w  w h o  y o u  s a w — th e  
p r e side n t ?’ ’

" Y o u  r e m e m b e r  B u c k  F e n t o n  ?”
" D o  I  r e m e m b e r  h i m ? ”  H o r t o n  r e ­

peated. " A n y b o d y  w h o  can t a l k  to y o u  
o u g h t  to r e m e m b e r  B u c k .  W h a t  a b o u t  
h im  ?”

" H e ’ s o v e r  t h e r e , ”  confided S t e v e .  
" A n d  lie’ s on the B lu e  S o x  t e a m . "

" I  t h o u g h t  he w a s  all in l o n g  a g o .”
" O h ,  he a i n ’t p la y  in* r e g u l a r , ”  t h e  

scout hastened to  e x p l a i n .  ‘" T h e y ’v e  
g o t  h i m  in th e re  as a k i n d  o f  u t i l i t y  
m a n .  B a t s  flies t o  t h e  o u tfie ld  in p r a c ­
tice .”

" W e l l ,  I  s h o u ld  w o r r y , ”  de cla re d 
H o r t o n ,  w i t h  a slig ht s h o w  o f  i m p a ­
tience.

" H e y ,  b o y , "  he called to the m a sc o t. 
" P i t c h  m e  m y  g l o v e . ”

I t  w a s  g a m e  t im e ,  a n d  S t e v e  c r a w le d  
f r o m  the d u g o u t  t o  start f o r  th e  g r a n d  
s t a n d . B e h i n d  h i m  w a s  a g e n e ral sigh 
o f  s a tis fa c t io n ,  one y o u n g s t e r  v o i c in g  
th e  g e n e ral s e n tim e n t w i t h : " W e l l ,
w e 'r e  rid  o f  the j i n x . ”  B u t  the o ld 
scout d i d n ' t  h e a r  w e ll  a n d  m isse d it.

" O h ,  S t e v e , ”  D i c k  H o r t o n  called to  
h i m ,  a n d  came o v e r  t o  be o u t  o f  e a r ­
shot o f  the o t h e r  p l a y e r s .  “ I  w a n t  y o u  
to cut o u t  this s t u ff  y o u ’ re p u m p i n g  in to  
th e  n e w s p a p e r s  a b o u t  y o u r  h a v i n g  d is­
c o v e r e d  m e ,  a n d  ge t m e  some real dope 
o n  w h a t  these B l u e  S o x  can h i t .  A n d  
I  w a n t  th e  rea l th in g ,  t o o — get m e ? ”  
S t e v e  d i d  get h i m ,  a n d  the l o o k  a c c o m ­
p a n y i n g  the last sentence w e n t  s t r a ig h t  
t o  th e  m a r k .  T h e r e  w a s a w o r l d  o f  
recollectio n b e h in d  it .

" N o w ,  l iste n , D i c k ,  please d o n ' t  h a n d  
m e  t h a t  o ld  s t u f f  a n y  m o r e , ”  he 
p le a d e d .

" A m  I  h a n d i n g  y o u  a n y t h i n g ? ”  asked 
the y o u n g e r  m a n .  T h e r e  w a s  a trace o f  
sarcasm  in his g r i n .

" I  k n o w  y o u  d i d n ’ t sa y it ,  b u t  y o u  
lo o k e d  i t , ”  sa id S t e v e .  " I  h a v e n 't  f o r ­
g o t  a b o u t  g i v i n ’ y o u  th e  d o u b le  cross 
t h a t  d a y  at C l i f t o n ,  b u t  I ’ ll m a k e  u p  
f o r  i t ,  o r  m y  n a m e  a i n ’ t S t e v e  W e l s h .  
B e s id e s ,  I ’m  g e t t i n ’ o l d ,  a n d  h a v e  go t 
t o  m a k e  g o o d  in this j o b ,  D i c k . ”

" A l l  r ig h t.  G o  to  i t . ”  D i c k  H o r t o n  
slipped o n  his g l o v e ,  a n d  w a l k e d  t o  the 
b o x .

I t  w a s  the last  g a m e  t h a t  H o r t o n  
w o u l d  h a v e  t o  p i t c h ,  th e  p e n n a n t  be in g  
p r a c t ic a l ly  w o n ,  a n d  he w a s  to be sa ve d 
u p  f o r  the w o r l d ’ s series. K n o w i n g  this ,  
th e  T i t a n  star p u t  e v e r y t h i n g  he h a d  
o n  th e  ball a n d  w o n  in a  c a n te r .  T h e  
n e x t  a f t e r n o o n  R e d  H a y n e s  g r a b b e d  the 
g a m e  n e e d e d  to  cinch th e  flag , a n d  f o r  
a w e e k  the v e t e r a n s  l o a f e d .
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T h e  T i t a n s  a r r i v e d  in  th e  h o m e  t o w n  
o f  t h e  B l u e  S o x  o n  the o p e n i n g  d a y  o f  
th e  b i g  series,  f a v o r i t e s  in the b e t t in g . 
T h e y  w e r e  in g r e a t  shape f o r  th e  s t r u g ­
gle, w h i l e  the B l u e  S o x ,  a c c o r d in g  to  
n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t s ,  h a d  t w o  m e n  o n  t h e  
h o spital  lis t,  and on e  o f  t h e i r  star 
pitche rs w i t h  a sore a r m .

" D o n ' t  fa ll  f o r  th a t s t u f f  to o  s t r o n g , ”  
M a n a g e r  M c G i l l  a d v is e d  his p la y e rs .  
" T o  t r i m  t h a t  b u n c h  y o u ’ v e  g o t  t o  g iv e  
t h e m  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u ' v e  g o t  in the sho p. 
D o n ' t  let t h a t  n e w s p a p e r  s t u f f  fo o l  
y o u . ”

J u s t  th e  sa m e , the T i t a n  p la y e rs  a l­
r e a d y  w e r e  f i g u r i n g  o n  w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  
do w i t h  t h e i r  m o n e y .  B e n n y  B e c k ,  t h e  
t h i r d  b a s e m a n , h a d  m a d e  all a r r a n g e ­
m e n ts  to  p a y  o f f  the last  in s t a l lm e n t  o n  
his h o m e  o u t  in W i c h i t a ,  K a n s a s .

T h e  h o te l s w a r m e d  w i t h  n e w s p a p e r  
m e n  a n d  fa n s  wdio h a d  co m e  o v e r  t o  
g i v e  t h e i r  heroes e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  S o  
n u m e r o u s  a n d  i n d u s tr i o u s  w e r e  the 
scribes, t h a t  e ve n  th e  re c r u its ,  w h o  a r e  
a lw a y s  t a k e n  a lo n g ,  c o u ld  get i n t e r ­
v i e w e d  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  to h o r n  i n t o  a 
g r o u p  o f  v e t e r a n s .  E v e r y t h i n g  a n y ­
b o d y  said w a s p r i n t e d  a n d  c o lu m n s  w e r e  
d e v o te d  t o w a r d  s h o w i n g  the p s y c h o lo g i ­
cal b e a r in g  o f  an o p t im is t ic  s p ir it  o n  
the result . W h i c h ,  a f t e r  all ,  w a s  a n ­
o t h e r  w a y  o f  t r y i n g  t o  d isc o u ra g e  the 
j i n x .

T h e  busiest m a n  in th e  wdiole U n i t e d  
S tate s a b o u t  t h a t  t im e  w a s  S t e v e  
W e l s h .  R e a l i z i n g  th a t p u b l i c it y  helps 
to h o l d  a j o b  th e  o ld  scout h a d  h i m s e l f  
i n t e r v i e w e d  e v e r y  f e w  m i n u t e s .  D u r ­
in g  his o t h e r  spare m o m e n t s ,  he h o v ­
ered a r o u n d  the m a n a g e r ,  ate w i t h  h i m  
in his r o o m ,  l o o k e d  w is e  w h e n  a n y ­
t h in g  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the B l u e  S o x  w a s  
m e n t io n e d ,  a n d  r a p i d l y  n e a r e d  the stage 
o f  a pest. T h e r e  w a s  n o  g e t t in g  r id  
o f  h i m .

“ S t e v e ,  I  k n o w  y o u  m e a n  w e l l , ”  
M a n a g e r  M c G i l l  said t o  h i m  a b o u t  n o o n  
o n  the d a y  o f  th e  g a m e ,  “ b u t  f o r  the 
love o f  P e t e ,  l a y  o f f  m e a n d  g iv e  m e  a

chance t o  re s t.  T h e  best place t o  p l a y  
th is  g a m e  is o u t  t h e r e  in the B l u e  S o x  
p a r k .  G o  d o u m  a n d  t a l k  to  D i c k  H o r ­
t o n . ”

E v e n  H o r t o n  t r i e d  to  escape, b u t  
th e r e  w'as n o  d u c k i n g  S t e v e .  H e  h a d  
t o  be h e a r d .  O n e  b y  o n e — f o r  the te n th  
t i m e — D i c k  w e n t  o v e r  th e  B l u e  S o x  
b a tte rs w i t h  S t e v e ,  a n d ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  
t h r o u g h ,  H o r t o n  h a d  to  a d m i t  t h a t  he 
d i d n ’ t k n o w  w h a t  th e  o l d ,  s e lf-satisfie d  
scout wras t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  A s  t h e y  
w a l k e d  o u t  the m a i n  e n tra n c e  o f  th e  
h o t e l ,  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r  w a s  set f o r  a  
p i c t u r e  o f  the T i t a n  s t a r ,  a n d  S t e v e  
sto o d  a r m  i n  a r m  w i t h  D i c k  as he t o o k  
it. H e  w a s  irre pre ssible .

I n t o  a t a x i c a b  H o r t o n  j u m p e d ,  a n d  
S t e v e  lit  r i g h t  beside h i m .

“ N o w ,  lis te n ,  D i c k , ”  th e  o ld  f e l l o w  
c o n fi d e d ,  as t h e y  r o d e  o u t  to  the 
g r o u n d s ,  “ I ’m  g o i n g  t o  g e t a seat r ig h t  
b a c k  o f  the T i t a n  b e n c h ,  a n d  i f  y o u  g e t 
p u z z l e d  o v e r  a n y t h i n g ,  g i v e  m e  th e  h i g h  
sign , a n d  I ’ ll t ip  y o u  o f f .  I ’ ve  g o t  these 
B l u e  S o x  b a tte r s  in  m y  v e s t p o c k e t  
w h e n  it com es t o  k n o w i n g  t h e ir  w e a k ­
n e ss.”

T h e  T i t a n  s ta r  f i n a lly  escaped b y  g o ­
i n g  t h r o u g h  th e  p l a y e r s ’ e n t ra n c e ,  S t e v e  
h a v i n g  to  g o  t o  th e  g r a n d - s t a n d  ga te .

T r u e  to  p r e d i c t io n s ,  E d  M c G i l l ,  m a n ­
a g e r o f  th e  T i t a n s ,  h a d  g i v e n  H o r t o n  
the h o n o r  o f  p i t c h i n g  the o p e n i n g  g a m e  
o f  the series. M c G i l l  w a s n ’ t f i g u r i n g  
so m u c h  o n  the h o n o r  o f  the t h i n g  as 
o n  g e t t i n g  t h e  j u m p  b y  g r a b b i n g  the 
first,  o n e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  h e  let it g o  
as a  special t r i b u t e  t o  H o r t o n  as l o n g  
as the n e w s p a p e r  m e n  w a n t e d  it th a t 
w a y .

D i c k  P l o r t o n  w a s  at his best, a n d it 
w a s  a w o n d e r f u l  g a m e — u p  to  the sev­
e n th  i n n i n g .  B e n n y  B e c k ,  w h o ,  u p  t o  
this t i m e ,  h a d  been c o u n t i n g  the g r a n d  
s ta n d ,  w i t h  t h a t  W i c h i t a  p a y m e n t  in 
m i n d ,  let a g r o u n d e r  g e t b y  h i m ,  a n d  
th e  b i g  b l o w  s t a r t e d . L a r r y  J e n k i n s  
t h e n  k i c k e d  o n e  at s e co n d, a n d  th e  B l u e  
S o x  h a d  t w o  o n  bases w i t h  o n e  o u t .
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H o w  s t r a n g e l y  l ik e  t h a t  b l o w  o f  the 
S e a  G u l l s  b a c k  in C l i f t o n  o n  the d a y  
o f  th e  d o u b l e  cro ss, t h o u g h t  H o r t o n .  
C o u l d  the j i n x  b e  w o r k i n g  again ?

S t e v e  W e l s h ’ s d o p e  o n  the batters 
ha d been p r e t t y  a c c u r a t e ,  t o  H o r t o n ’ s 
s u r p r is e ,  a n d  th e  h e a v y  h itte rs  h a d  d o n e  
n o t h i n g  w i t h  h i m  at all . B u t  here w e r e  
t w o  o r d i n a r y  clo u te rs o n  the bases a n d  
o n ly  one o u t !  D i c k  a f t e r w a r d  a d m i t t e d  
tha t h e  w a s  n e r v o u s — a p p r e h e n s iv e . H e  
glan ced t o w a r d  t h e  b e n c h  f o r  a d vic e  o r  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  b u t  g o t  n o t h i n g — n o t  
even a l o o k .  H e  t h e n  u n d e r s t o o d ,  a n d  
sm ile d b r o a d l y .  T i r e  B l u e  S o x  p i t c h e r  
w a s  c o m i n g  t o  b a t.

T h e  T i t a n s  still h a d  a o n e - r u n  lea d , 
w h i c h  d i d n ’t  feel n e a r l y  so la r g e  as it 
d id  a f e w  i n n in g s  p r e v i o u s ,  b u t  w a s  
s o m e w h a t  o f  a c o m f o r t ,  n e ve rthe le ss.

T h e r e  w a s  a h u r r i e d  co n s u lta tio n  o n  
the B l u e  S o x  b e n c h ,  a n d  the p i t c h e r ,  
w h o  a lr e a d y  h a d  b e g u n  to k n o c k  the 
m u d  f r o m  his spikes w i t h  th e  b i g  end 
o f  his b a t ,  w a s  called b a c k .  T h e r e  
l o w e d  a n o t h e r  c o n s u lt a t io n ,  w h il e  H o r ­
t o n ,  t o  ke e p b u s y ,  p l a y e d  toss w i t h  the 
first b a s e m a n .

W h e n  the B l u e  S o x  p la y e rs  f i n a lly  
re su m e d th e ir  seats, a b i g ,  u n g a i n l y  f e l ­
l o w  w as a m b l i n g  t o w a r d  the plate  w i t h  
the h e a viest stic k o f  ash H o r t o n  h a d  
e v e r  seen in the b i g  league. T h e  ca p­
tain o f  the B l u e  S o x  w a l k e d  o u t ,  a n d  
said s o m e t h in g  t o  the u m p i r e .

" B e n t o n  b a t t i n g  in place o f  H a r p e r ! ”  
T h e  a n n o u n c e r  s h rie k e d t h r o u g h  a  
m e g a p h o n e . T h e  i m m e n s e  c r o w d  c u t 
loose a r o a r  o f  a p p r o v a l .

" W h o  d i d  he s a y ? ”  D i c k  a ske d  o f  th e  
first b a s e m a n .

" F e n t o n , ”  he re p lie d . ' ‘ B u c k  F e n ­
t o n . ”

O n e  glan ce  a t  t h e  b a t t e r  a n d  H o r t o n ’ s 
m i n d  a g ain  w e n t  b a c k  t o  th e  o l d  S e a  
G u l l s .  B u c k  F e n t o n ,  the m a n  he h a d  
u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  h e lp e d  i n t o  th e  b i g  
league ten y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  s to o d  f a c i n g  
h i m  nn'w. H e  c o u ld  h i t  a l o w  c u r v e ,

in side , a m i le .  A t  last the chance to 
g e t e ve n  h a d  c o m e . H o r t o n  c h u c k le d .

" H e l l o ,  k i d , ”  yelled B u c k ,  n o w  a 
b r o k e n - d o w n  v e t e r a n ,  b u t  still g o o d  as 
a p in c h  h i t t e r .  " D o n ’t be skeered o f  
m e .  N e v e r  e x p e c t e d  to  see us b o t h  u p 
h e r e .”

T h i s  k i n d  o f  t a u n t i n g  is s u p p o s e d  to  
g e t a p i t c h e r ’ s g o a t .

" W e  b o t h  w o n ’ t  be h e re  l o n g ,"  D i c k  
shot b a c k  s a v a g e ly ,  a n d  s u r p r is e d  h i m ­
se lf b y  th e  l o w b r o w  t w i s t  he g a v e  to 
th e  w o r d s .

. A n d  th e n ,  as i f  in  league w i t h  fa t e ,  
D i c k ’ s ca tche r called f o r  a c u r v e ,  low' 
a n d  i n s i d e !

H o r t o n  s h o o k  his he a d  v i g o r o u s l y .  
N o t  in  a t h o u s a n d  y e a r s ! T h e r e  m a y  
h a v e  been so m e  b a tte rs w h o s e  w e a k n e ss 
w a s  u n f a m i l i a r  to  h i m ,  b u t  this o n e  he 
knewa

L i k e  a b u l le t ,  the T i t a n  star c u t loose 
a h i g h ,  fa s t  o n e . I t  w a s  ou tside  b y  
a f o o t ,  a n d  F e n t o n  w a it e d .

T h o s e  w h o  sat b a c k  o f  the T i t a n  
be nch s a w , at this m o m e n t ,  an old f e l ­
l o w  j u m p  u p  a n d  w a v e  his a r m s  w i l d l y .  
H i s  vo ice  c o u ld  be h e a r d  a b o v e  the r o a r  
as B u c k  F e n t o n  s w u n g  at a w i d e  o n e ,  
a n d  f o u l e d  it i n t o  the stan d s. N o t  once 
d i d  H o r t o n  l o o k  t o w a r d  the old scout. 
S t e v e  w a s  f r a n t i c .

" S w i t c h ,  D i c k ,  s w itc h  !"  he s c re a m e d, 
b u t  this tim e  his v o ic e  w as m u ffled in 
a s h o w e r  o f  p a p e r  bails t h r o w n  b y  B l u e  
S o x  ro o te rs.

I n  d e s p e r a t io n ,  S t e v e  j e r k e d  a pencil 
f r o m  his n e x t - d o o r  n e ig h b o r 's  h a n d ,  a n d  
sat d o w n .  H u r r i e d l y  he scribbled a 
n o te  o n  the b a c k  o f  an e n v e lo p e . I t  
w a s the last h o p e . T h r o w i n g  the p e n ­
cil to  the f l o o r ,  the o ld  scout leaped to 
th e  r a il ,  a n d  h u r le d  his hat at the m a s ­
cot below’ . T h e  b o y  lo o k e d  u p .

" H e r e ,  b o y , ”  scre a m e d S t e v e .  “ T a k e  
this n o te  to H o r t o n .  Q u i c k  n o w d ”

H a v i n g  d o n e  all tha t he c o u ld ,  S t e v e  
g o t  b a c k  to  his seat, e x h a u s t e d  f r o m  
e x c i t e m e n t .

K n o w i n g  W e l s h  to  be the T i t a n
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scout, th e  b o y ,  w i t h  the n o t e  in  his 
h a n d ,  starte d b o l d l y  f o r  t h e  d i a m o n d ,  
j u s t  as D i c k  w as w i n d i n g  u p .  T h e  c h ie f  
u m p i r e  called t i m e ,  a n d  s to p p e d  h i m .

‘ ' I t ’ s a n o te  f o r  H o r t o n , ”  t h e  official 
said to  the catcher.

“ I ' l l  get it w h e n  I  c o m e  t o  th e  b e n c h .”  
declared D i c k ,  o v e r h e a r i n g  the r e m a r k .  
“ D o n ’t  let ’e m  h o ld  m e  u p  this w a y ,  
l i m p . ”  H o r t o n  h a d  seen S t e v e  W e l s h  
t h r o w  his hat at the b o y .  T h o u g h  ten 
y e a r s  h a d  ela pse d , D i c k  w a s  n o t  to be 
crossed a gain.

T h e  c o u n t  n o w  sto o d  t w o  balls an d 
one s trike  o n  F e n t o n ,  a n d  the catcher 
a lm o s t p u t  H o r t o n  u p  in th e  a ir  b y  
again ca llin g f o r  a c u r v e ,  l o w  a n d  i n ­
side. D i c k ,  t h o r o u g h l y  i r r i t a t e d ,  s h o o k  
his he a d  v i o l e n t l y .  H i s  tim e  h a d  com e 
f o r  r e ve n g e , a n d  the T i t a n  star w o u n d  
u p  f o r  a fa st o n e . H e  w o u l d  h a v e  this 
one so accu rate  t h a t  he co u ld  p u t  it 
t h r o u g h  a k n o t  hole.

W i t h  a c u r v i n g  sw eep o f  his a r m ,  
D i c k  b r o u g h t  the ball o v e r  a n d  shot 
it s tr a ig h t to the m a r k — s h o u ld e r - h ig h  
— w i t h  t r e m e n d o u s  speed.

" H a n g !”
M u c k  F e n t o n  m e t  t h a t  ball s q u a re ly  

on the n ose, a n d ,  as f a r  as the T i t a n s  
o r  B l u e  S o x  k n o w ,  n o b o d y  has seen 
it since. L i n i n g  o u t  like  a l o n g ,  w h i t e  
s t r in g ,  the ball s t r u c k  the t u r f  in deep

l e f t  field , a n d  in  o n e  b o u n d  cle are d the 
rail  in f r o n t  o f  the ble ac he rs. I t  w a s  
lost in th e  s c r a m b l in g  c r o w d .  T h r e e  
r u n s  scored.

T h e  n e x t  t w o  b a tte rs w e r e  easy o u t s ,  
b u t  the d a y  w a s  d o n e  f o r  D i c k  H o r t o n .  
T h e  g a m e  w a s  o v e r  w h e n  the f a n s  b a c k  
o f  the b e n c h  r e v i v e d  S t e v e  W e l s h .

“ M r .  H o r t o n ,  h e r e ’ s y o u r  n o t e , ”  said 
the u n h a p p y  little m a s c o t ,  m e e t i n g  the 
g r e a t  p i t c h e r  as he ca m e  t o  th e  b e n ch.

“ T o  th e  d e v i l  w i t h  i t !”  A n d  in  u t t e r  
d isg u st H o r t o n  t h r e w  his g l o v e  i n t o  the 
d i r t .  “ I  h o p e  th a t o ld  pest fa lls  o u t  
o f  t h e  sta n d  a n d  b r e a k s  his n e c k .”  F i e  
t u r n e d  t o  M a n a g e r  M c G i l l .  “ H e  
crossed m e  ten ye a r s  a g o ,  a n d  here he 
is j i n x i n g  us all a g a i n .”  D i c k  w a s  in 
a rage.

“ H e r e ,  b o y ,  g i v e  m e  t h a t  n o t e .”  H o r ­
t o n  a lm o s t  t o o k  the k i d ’ s h a n d  w i t h  it 
as he a n g r i l y  s n a tch ed the b i t  o f  p a p e r .  
A n d  t h e n  he q u ie t e d . I t  r e a d :

Forgot tell you. Pitcher found Buck's 
weakness first day in big league. Been hit­
ting nothing but high fast ones ten years. 
Get it low and inside.

I t  so h a p p e n e d  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  series 
e n d e d  t h e  B l u e  S o x  h a d  w o n  b y  a single 
g a m e .

A n d  still t h e r e  a re  pe o ple  w h o  w ill  
n o t  y e t  b e lie v e  in  t h e  j i n x .

O N E  W A Y  T O  G E T  V O T E S
V l / T I E N  T o m  S h i p p  w a s  r u n n i n g  f o r  C o n g r e s s  in  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  he  r e c e iv e d  a 

'  v i s it  on e  d a y  f r o m  a co lo r e d  m a n .
“ M r .  S h i p p , ”  said the v i s i t o r ,  “ y o u ’v e  g o t  a b u n c h  o f  n e g r o  v o t e r s  in  y o u r  

d is tr ic t ,  a n d  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  so m e  m o n e y . ”
“ Y e s , ”  a g r e e d  S h i p p  w e a k l y .
“ N o w ,  M r .  S h i p p , ”  p u r s u e d  th e  se lf-e le cte d a d v i s e r ,  “ d o n ’t  y o u  g o  p a y i n g  

th o se  f e l lo w s  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  T h a t ’ s n o t  th e  w a y  t o  h a n d l e  t h e m . T h e  r i g h t  w a y  
is to  f in d  a n  in flu e n tia l  n e g r o ,  th e  m o s t  so lid c i ti z e n  a m o n g  t h e m ,  a n d  g i v e  h i m  
th e  m o n e y  a n d  let h i m  d i s t r ib u t e  it as he  sees fit f o r  th e  d e l i v e r y  o f  th e  v o t e s .”

B e i n g  o p p o s e d  t o  th e  use o f  m o n e y  in elections, a n d  n o t  h a v i n g  a n y  m o n e y  
a n y w a y ,  S h i p p  w e lc o m e d  this a d v ic e  w i t h  a l o n g  a n d  w e ll - d e v e l o p e d  silence.

“ M r .  S h i p p , ”  sa id t h e  v i s i t o r  f i n a l ly  in  a n  e x t r e m e l y  c o n fid e n t ia l  t o n e ,  “ I ’ se 
g o t  a lo t  o f  influ e n ce  a m o n g  th o se  n i g g e r s .”



The Six Ages of Sandy Saunders
BEING TH E  LIFE ST O R Y  OF A  M A N  W H O H AD  TH E WILL T O  SUCCEED
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V I . — T H E  M A L E F A C T O R

TH E  little F r e n c h  w ireless o p e r a ­
t o r  w i t h  the b la c k  p o m p a d o u r  
stood o v e r  the b a c k g a m m o n  
b o a r d ,  a m essage in his h a n d .  

" F o r  M  r. T h o m a s , ”  he said.
T h e  guest o f  S a n d y  S a u n d e r s  held 

u p  a w a r n i n g  l e f t  h a n d ,  a n d ,  w i t h  the 
o t h e r ,  t h r e w  his dice.

“ F i v e s ! ' 1' he e x u l t e d ,  in a v o ic e  s in g u ­
l a r l y  cris p f o r  a m a n  "with h a i r  so w h it e .  
“ ( liv e u p ,  S a n d y  S '

" C e r t a i n l y  n o t , ”  i m m e d i a t e l y  re fu s e d  
J o h n  S a u n d e r s ,  in a vo ice  ecpially 
str o n g . 1 1 is h a i r  w a s  th a t shade o f  
w h ite  w h ic h  b e tra ys  t h a t  it has once 
been r e d . I t  w a s  a lm o s t  p i n k ,  an d 
the re  w e r e  l e f t  a f e w  b r i g h t  red ones 
w h ic h  h a d  p o s i t iv e l y  r e fu s e d  t o  fa d e .

“ Y o u  s t u b b o r n  c u s s ! ”  a n d  the vo ice  
w as one o f  a m u s e d  a g g r a v a t i o n .  “ L o o k  
w h e r e  these f o u r  lives a n d  f o u r  deuces 
w ill  take m e , ”  a n d  he p o in te d  o u t  the 
places. “ Y o u ' r e  b l o c k e d ."

“ Y o u  c a n 't  h o l d  it ,  N c l s e , ”  c o n fi d e n t ­
l y  r e t u r n e d  his h o s t,  g l a n c i n g  o u t  o v e r  
the d a n c i n g  b in e  w a t e r  t o  w h e r e  M o n ­
aco l a y ,  cris p in  w h i t e  a n d  r e d ,  a gainst 
h e r g re e n  hills. “ A b o u t  t w o  doubles 
in the finis h, a n d  I  can be a t y o u , ”  

L a u g h i n g ,  N c l s e  T h o m a s  t o o k  his 
message. I t  w as a p le a s u r e  t o  let those 
fives lie, f o r  a  w h i l e ,  in th e  sight o f  
S a n d y  S a u n d e r s ,  H e  w a s  such a h a r d  
loser. S u d d e n l y  N e l s e  l o o k e d  u p  w i t h  
a f r o w n .

“ S a n d y ,  y o u ' r e  s h i p p i n g  cheese o v e r  
the A .  &  B . ”

“ T h e  dickens I  a m ! ”  S a n d y  reached 
f o r  the m essage— a w ire le ss f r o m  
F i r s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  T h o m a s ,  o f  the 
H a n d e m a n  r a il r o a d  g r o u p ,  to P r e s i d e n t  
T h o m a s :

International shipping over A. &: B.
John.

S a n d y  S a u n d e r s ’ b u s h y  e y e b r o w s  
k n o t t e d  d o w n  a n d  his l o w e r  lip s t r a i g h t ­
e ned. H e  w a s a s t r o n g - n o s e d  o ld m a n  
w i t h  a fine p i n k  in his fa c e ,  a n d  the 
eyes u n d e r  his w r i n k l e d  lids h a d  still a 
snap in t h e ir  clear blue. " B y  C t e s a r ! "  
he e x p l o d e d ,  “ I ’ ll see t o  t h i s !  H e r e ! ” 
H e  t o o k  f r o m  the o p e r a t o r  a b lo c k  o f  
b la n k s  a n d  a p e n cil,  a n d  he w i r e d  to 
F i r s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  S a u n d e r s ,  o f  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cheese C o m p a n y :

Ship exclusively over Handeman line.
S a u n u k r s ,

“ N o w ,  N e l s e , ”  he sa id ,  “ m o v e  y o u r  
pieces,  a n d  I ' l l  s h o w  y o u  s o m e t h i n g .”

F i v e  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  w h e n  the L o la  l a y  
at a n c h o r  b e f o r e  the g r e a t  g a m b l i n g  
h o u se  o f  P r i n c e  A l b e r t ,  th e  w ire le ss 
o p e r a t o r  ca m e  d o w n  a g a i n ,  a n d  f o u n d ,  
w r a p p e d  in ru gs o n  the f o r w a r d  d e c k , 
th e  t w o  b a c k g a m m o n  p l a y e r s ,  a n d  t w o  
s i lv e r - h a i r e d  lad ie s, M r s .  S a u n d e r s ,  
slig ht a n d  v i v a c io u s  a n d  still f l u f f y ,  a n d  
M r s .  T h o m a s ,  p l u m p  a n d  p la c id .  T h e  
m essage this t im e  w a s  f o r  th e  o w n e r

This series began in the first May POPULAR.
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o f  the y a c h t ,  a n d ,  as he r e a d  i t ,  he 
t u r n e d  to  his o ld  f r i e n d  N e l s e  w i t h  a 
scow l o f  t r i u m p h .

“ W h y  d i d n ' t  y o u  send ns c a r s ? ”  he 
d e m a n d e d .

P r e s i d e n t  T h o m a s  g a v e  an a n g r y  
s t a r t ,  a n d  he t o o k  the message w i t h  a  
j e r k .  I t  r e a d :

Too late. Green Valley persistently slow 
in furnishing cars. Have contracted with A. 
& B. for five years. N elson'.

P r e s i d e n t  T h o m a s  laid d o w n  the m e s ­
sage w i t h  a h a n d  w h ic h  t r e m b l e d  slig h t- 
13'. “ I t ’ s to o  d o g - g o n e d  b a d ,  S a n d y .  
W e ’v e  c a r rie d  y o u r  cheese f o r  o v e r  
t h i r t y  y e a r s .”

" Y o u  a lw a y s  w e r e  slow’ w i t h  c a r s ,”  
sn a ppe d S a n d y ,  w h i l e  the t w o  s i lv e r -  
ha ire d  w o m e n  lo o k e d  at each o t h e r  a n d  
sm ile d in d e lig h t.  “ H e r e ,  N e l s e ,  w i r e  
y o u r  son J o h n  to  hu stle  cars d o w n  t o  
G r a z e v i l l e ,  a n d  I ' l l  w i r e  m y  X e l s e  t o  
ship b y  the G r e e n  V a l l e y ,  c o n t r a c t  o r  
n o  c o n t r a c t .”

“ T h a t ' s  th e  w a y  t o  f i x  i t , ”  a g re e d  
N e l s e ,  w i t h  in s t a n t  r e lie f  in his b la c k  
eyes. “ T h a n k s ,  S a n d y .  I ’ ll m a k e  it 
s t r o n g , ”  a n d  he began w r i t i n g  in a h a n d  
w h i c h ,  w h il e  s h a k y ,  w a s  s w i f t .  H e  fin ­
ished his m e ssage , a n d  c h u c k le d . H e  
h a d  once been s t o u t ,  a n d  n o w  his 
p o u c h e d  cheeks s h o o k ,  as he la u g h e d . 
" T h i s  will  t h r o w  y o u r  X e l s e  in a d e v il  
o f  a m e s s .”

“ S e r v e s  h i m  r i g h t , ”  g r i n n e d  S a n d y .
F o u r  d a y s  l a t e r ,  in the s h a d o w  o f  

M o u n t  V e s u v i u s ,  w i t h  a t h in  t h r e a d  o f  
s m o k e  s tr e tc h in g  f r o m  its c ra te r across 
the b a y  t o w a r d  blu e  C a p r i ,  the w ire le ss 
o p e r a t o r ,  his p o m p a d o u r  so s tiff  t h a t  it  
seemed, in so me w a y ,  to a c c o u n t ,  f o r  
the three deep w r i n k l e s  in his y o u n g  
b r o w ,  came to  the w h it e - c l a d  y a c h t s ­
m e n ,  as t h e y  w e r e  p a c i n g  the d e c k ,  
N e l s e  l i m p i n g  s l ig h t l y ,  a n d  S a n d y  a l it­
tle th e  ta lle r ,  b u t  b o t h  r e m a r k a b l y  
s t u r d y  a n d  s t a l w a r t  f o r  s i x t y - e i g h t .  
T h e r e  w a s  a message f o r  each this t im e .

“ Y o u ’ re r e f u s i n g  o u r  c a r s ,”  a n d  the 
voice o f  X e l s e  w a s  r e p r o a c h f u l ,  as i f

S a n d y  h i m s e l f  h a d  i n s p ir e d  t h a t  u n ­
s p o r t s m a n l i k e  a c tio n .

" W e ’re b l u f f e d ,  t h a t ’s the r e a s o n ,”  
e x p l a i n e d  S a n d y ,  in deep s e l f - c o n t e m p t .  
“ L o o k  at t h i s !”  H e  h e ld  o u t  th e  m e s ­
sage, a n d  t a p p e d  it  a n g r i l y  w i t h  th e  
b a c k  o f  a b o n y  h a n d :

A. & B. has brought suit for nonfulfill­
ment o f contract. Have resumed shipping 
over their lines.

X e l s e  w a l k e d  to  th e  rail  a n d  l o o k e d  
u p  the slopes o f  N a p l e s  w i t h  r e g r e t f u l  
eyes.

“ W e  n e v e r  s h o u ld  h a v e  r e t ir e d  f r o m  
t h e  a c tive  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  o u r  a f f a i r s .”  
T h e r e  w a s  t h a t  in  his vo ic e  w h i c h  w a s  
a  d ir g e  f o r  his y o u t h .

“ T h e y ’ ll k n o w  w h o ’ s boss as l o n g  as 
I  live  f”  S a n d y ’ s m o u t h  s q u a r e d  a n d  
his j a w  set. “ X e l s e , ”  his vo ice  b r o k e  
s h r ill ,  “ w i r e  J o h n  T h o m a s  t o  k e e p  
G r a z e v i l l e  su p p lie d  w i t h  cars,  d o g - g o n e  
h i m ;  a n d  I ’ ll w i r e  m y  X Telse to  let the 
A .  &  B .  sue, a n d  be d a n g e d .”

N e l s e  s pe n t a  m o m e n t  in t r o u b le d  
t h o u g h t .

" S a n d y , ”  he w o r r i e d ,  “ I  w o n d e r  i f  
o u r  sons k n o w  a b l a m e d  t h i n g  a b o u t  
t h i s . ”

A w a y  t o  E g y p t ,  w h e r e  the l o w ,  g r a y  
shores l a y  b u r n i n g  u n d e r  the h o t  su n . 
C a i r o .  T h e  c ity  o f  restless streets, o f  
su b m is s iv e  p o v e r t y ,  o f  g a y  c h a t te r ,  o f  
co u n tle ss s tr a n g e r s . O n  the te r ra c e  o f  
th e  b i g  h o te l sat X e l s e  a n d  S a n d y ,  w i t h  
a small  tab le  b e t w e e n  t h e m , a n d  glasses 
o n  th e  tab le . T h e y  w e r e  in  d i n n e r  coats. 
E l e c t r i c  lights w e r e  b l a z i n g  d o w n  o n  
t h e m . I n  f r o n t ,  a tan g le  o f  ca rria g e s, 
p e d d le r s  w i t h  g a u d y  s c a r fs ,  a n d  p e r ­
sistent w h i t e - t o o t h e d  E g y p t i a n  b o y s  
w i t h  p o s t c a rd s. I n  a n d  o u t ,  a s t r e a m  
o f  b r i l l i a n t l y  g o w n e d  w o m e n  a n d  s u a ve  
m e n  o f  t r a v e l ; to u rists in g r o u p s ,  w i t h  
t h e ir  q u e e r  ha ts a n d  t h e ir  v i v i d  su n  
ve ils a n d  t h e ir  c l im b in g  sticks,  a n d  t h e ir  
intense d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  w a s t e  n o t  a 
m i n u t e .

“ P r e t t y  g a y ,  S a n d y , ”  said X e l s e  w & h  
s a ti s fa c t io n . H e  m o v e d  his f o o t  t e n d e r -
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Jy .  H e  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a t o u c h  o f  his 
o l d  r h e u m a t i s m .  S a n d y  w o u l d  call i t  
g o u t !

“ W h a t ’ s t h a t ? ”  S a n d y ’ s h e a r i n g  w as 
so m e tim e s p o o r  a t  n i g h t .  B y  w a y  o f  
a p o l o g y ,  he t u r n e d  o n  X e l s e  th e  smile 
w h i c h  w a s  like  a flash o f  s u n shin e .

“ P r e t t y  g a y ,  I  s a id ,”  repe a te d X e l s e ,  
r a is in g  his v o i c e . “ W e ' r e  m i g h t y  l u c k y ,  
S a n d y . ”

T h e y  clin k e d  t h e i r  glasses to each 
o t h e r ,  t h e ir  eyes t w i n k l e d ,  a n d  p r e s e n t ­
ly  t h e y  l a u g h e d . T h e y  h a d  p l a y e d  m a n y  
a cute t r i c k  o n  th e  w o r l d ,  these t w o !

“ S i x t y - e i g h t , ”  bo asted S a n d y ,  " a n d  
n o t a t r o u b le  in o u r  lives w o r t h  m e n ­
t i o n i n g . ”

T h e r e  cam e a g o r g e o u s  c r e a tu r e  in 
red a n d  g o l d ,  w h o  sm ile d at t h e m  w i t h  
m a n y  w h i t e  teeth  as he d e liv e re d  t w o  
c a b le g r a m s , f o r  lie k n e w  p e r f e c t l y  these 
t w o  rich A m e r i c a n s .  T h e y  w e r e  he re 
e v e r y  w i n t e r ,  a n d  w e r e  w o r t h  ten p ia s ­
ters each, o n  a n y  o ccasio n.

S till  c h u c k l in g ,  as t h e y  p o n d e r e d  the 
p r a n k s  t h e y  ha d p l a y e d  t o g e t h e r ,  f r o m  
th e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  to  n o w ,  t h e y  opened 
t h e ir  c a b le g ra m s. X e l s e  T h o m a s  sa n k 
b a c k  in his c h a ir ,  w i t h  his m o u t h  d r o o p ­
p i n g ,  a n d  the p o u che s o f  his cheeks 
s h a k i n g  c u r io u s l y .  S a n d y  s tiffe n e d  b o lt  
u p r i g h t ,  his e y e b r o w s  k n o t t e d ,  his j a w s  
set, th e  c o lo r r is in g  in his cheeks, a n d  
his m o u t h  s q u a re d  in spite o f  its desire 
to q u i v e r .  H i s  h a n d s  w e r e  t r e m b l in g .

T h e  c a ble gram s w e r e  b o th  a lik e . T h e y  
read :

Indicted for rebating. Don’t conic home.

I I .

" B u t  I  d o n ’ t u n d e r s t a n d ! ' ’ ga spe d 
' M r s .  T h o m a s ,  in a f lu tt e r  o f  w o r r y ,  a n d ,  
t h o u g h  the L o la  w a s  sp e e d in g  n o r t h ­
w a r d  at a clip w h i c h  m a d e  h e a v y  w r a p s  
i m p e r a t i v e ,  M r s .  T h o m a s  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  
w e n t  t h r o u g h  th e  m o t i o n  o f  f a n n i n g  
h e rs e lf .

“ W e  m i g h t  j u s t  as w e ll  be f r a n k  
a b o u t  i t , ”  o b s e r v e d  S a n d y  S a u n d e r s ,

w i t h  a  r e a s s u r i n g  smile at his w i f e .  
“ W e ’ re  c a u g h t  i n  a s c a n d a l,  X e l s e  a n d  
>1 . ”

“ O h !”  g a s p e d  M r s .  T h o m a s ,  f a n n i n g  
a g a in  w i t h  an e m p t y  h a n d .  “ I t  c a n ’ t 
be t r u e ,  X e l s e !”

" V e r y  b a d ,  S a n d y ? ' ’ i n q u i r e d  L o l a  
S a u n d e r s ,  s t u d y i n g  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  eyes 
s e rio u sly. T h e r e  h a d  a lw a y s  been a b s o ­
lute fr a n k n e s s  b e t w e e n  t h e m . S h e  w as 
n e r v o u s ,  b u t  c o n t r o l l i n g  it.

" R e b a t i n g ,  L o , "  e x p l a i n e d  N e l s e ,  
w h o  h a d  w h e e le d  h e r in a b a b y  ca r ria g e  
man}- tim es. N e i g h b o r s  these th re e .

" I  k n o w , "  r e s p o n d e d  L o l a  s o b e r ly .  
“ T h e } - all d o  i t . "

" B u t  I  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d ! "  a g ain  i m ­
p l o r e d  M r s .  T h o m a s .

" I ' l l  m a k e  it p e r f e c t l y  p la in  t o  y o u ,  
m y  d e a r , "  set f o r t h  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  w i t h  
a r e p r o a c h f u l  glan ce  f o r  S a n d y .  I t  h a d  
n o t  been X e l s e ' s  c u s to m  to e x p l a i n .  H e  
h a d  d is c o ve r e d  t h a t  it o n l y  m a d e  m a t ­
ters w o r s e .  L o l a  h itc h e d  h e r  c h a ir  f o r ­
w a r d .  " W h e n  S a n d y  w e n t  i n t o  the 
cheese business. I  w as at the he a d  o f  
the rate d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  the H a n d e m a n  
sy s te m . I  m a d e  h i m  a l o w e r  rate on 
the h a u l i n g  o f  cheese t h a n  I  d i d  a n y ­
b o d y  else."

“ N a t u r a l l y , ”  i n t e r r u p t e d  A i r s .  
T h o m a s ,  l o o k i n g  a b o u t  h e r  n e r v o u s l y .  
W h e r e  h a d  she p u t  t h a t  f a n  ? T h e  w i n d  
w a s  c u t t i n g  a fine c o lo r in to  h e r  cheeks, 
b u t  she did n o t  n o tice  it . F a n n i n g  w as 
a h a b i t .  “ W h y  s h o u l d n ’ t y o u ?  S a n d y  
w a s  y o u r  f r i e n d .  B u t  w h a t  is r e b a t ­
i n g ? ”

N'else a n d  S a n d y  g r i n n e d  at each 
o t h e r .

" T h e  m e r e  s y s te m  o f  b o o k k e e p i n g  b y  
w h i c h  I  m a d e  h i m  th e  l o w e r  rate . H e  
sent m e  a check f o r  th e  f u l l  p r ic e ,  an d 
w e  r e t u r n e d  h i m  a  che ck f o r  the d i f ­
fe r e n c e .”

“ B u t  w h a t ’ s th e  s c a n d a l ! "  S h e  w a s 
m o r e  a g ita te d  t h a n  e v e r .

“ T h a t ’s a ll .”
“ Y e s ,  t h a t ’s a l l , ”  r e pe a te d S a n d y ,  

still g r i n n i n g .



THE SIX AGES OF SANDY SAU NDERS 159

L o l a  S a u n d e r s  g a z e d  t h o u g h t f u l l y  
o u t  a h e a d ,  w h e r e  som e g u lls  w e r e  d r ­
y i n g .

‘ ‘ I  w is h  G r a c e  ha d c o m e  w i t h  u s , ”  
she said.

S a n d y  fo l d e d  his h a n d  o v e r  h e rs .  
T h e y  h a d  been t o g e t h e r  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  
t h i r t y  y e a r s .

“ W e l l ,  i f  t h a t ’ s all,  I  d o n ' t  see w h y  
w e  le f t  E g y p t  in such a h u r r y , ”  a n d  
M r s .  T h o m a s  rose, h e r m i n d  c o n s id e r ­
a b ly  re lie ve d.

“ E g y p t  is so f a r  a w a y , ”  speculated 
L o l a ,  w it h  a glance at h e r  h u s b a n d .  
“ S h a l l  w e  w a l k ,  B e t t y ? ”

A s  soon as t h e y  h a d  t u r n e d  the c o r n e r  
o f  the shelter d e c k , th e  w ire le ss o p e r a ­
t o r  p o p p e d  a r o u n d  f r o m  the o t h e r  c o r ­
n e r .  H i s  black h a i r  seemed to  be v i ­
b r a t i n g  w i t h  the e le ctricity in w h ic h  he 
dealt . H i s  eyes s p a r k l e d ,  a n d  the lines 
o f  his lips w e r e  parallel w i t h  tho se  in 
his f o r e h e a d .  H e  a t  last  h a d  i m p o r t a n t  
m e s s a g e s !

T h e y  w e r e  l o n g  ones, those messages, 
a n d  as so on as the re tire d  business m e n  
h a d  re ad t h e ir  o w n ,  t h e y  e x c h a n g e d .  
T h e y  lo o k e d  at each o t h e r  sa d ly  a n d  
w i t h o u t  c o m m e n t .  T h e i r  sons w e r e  
g o o d  sons, b u t  t h e y  w e r e  sons!

A n o t h e r  d a y .  W a i t i n g  a r o u n d  the 
c o r n e r ,  the w ireless o p e r a t o r  d e liv e re d  
messages w h e n  the ladies w e r e  n o t  
th e r e . H i s  b e a r in g  h a d  stiffe ne d since 
E g y p t .  H e  w as a lm o s t m i l i t a r y .  A g a i n  
the r e t ir e d  business m e n  e x c h a n g e d  
messages. S a n d y  c r u m p l e d  his. T h e r e  
w a s  still a g o o d  g r i p  in his h a n d .  H i s  
b u s h y  b r o w s  k n o t t e d .

• " W h y  the dicke n s d id  t h e y  a d m i t  
t h a t !”  he e x p l o d e d .  H e  rose, a n d  stood 
at the p r o w ,  g a z i n g  w i s t f u l l y  ahe ad . 
H e  h a d  a l w a y s  been p r o u d  o f  the speed 
o f  the L ola ,  b u t  it seemed s lo w  t o - d a y .  
H e  a p p e a r e d  ta lle r t h a n  he h a d  used 
to be. H e  w a s  b e c o m in g  a trifle  g a u n t .  
Nel.se h o b b le d  u p  beside h i m .  H i s  f o o t  
w a s  a n u isance.

“ T h e y ’ re g o o d  b o y s ,  S a n d y . ”
“ T h e  best in the w o r l d , ”  a g re e d

S a n d y  h e a r t i l y .  H e  g a z e d  w i s t f u l l y  
a h e a d  a g a i n ,  a n d  p r e s e n t ly  his s h o u ld e rs 
s q u a re d  a n d  his j a w s  set. H e  t u r n e d  
a b r u p t l y .  “ N e l s e ,  l e t ’ s go h o m e . ”

“ N o ! ”  v i g o r o u s l y  o b j e c t e d  N e l s e .  
" W e ' d  m e e t a s u m m o n s  a t  th e  he a d  o f  
t h e  g a n g p l a n k . "

" W e  c o u ld  slip in s o m e w h e r e , ”  fig­
u r e d  S a n d y ,  his b r o w s  still k n o t t e d .

“ N o w  d o n ’ t set y o u r  h e a d  o n  i t ! ”  
h a l f  s h o u te d  N e l s e ,  in a p a n ic  o f  c o n ­
ce rn . H e  w a s  q u it e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th a t 
l o o k  in S a n d y ' s  eyes. “ W e  k n o w  to o  
m u c h  to be p r e s e n t a t  t h a t  t r i a l . ”

" T h a t ' s  w h y  w e  sh o u ld  be t h e r e , ”  
p r o m p t l y  u r g e d  S a n d y .  “ W e ’ d  k n o w  
h o w  to tell it . W e  c o u ld  la n d  a t  N o r ­
f o l k -------- ”

" Y o u ’ re a b la m e d  f o o l ! ”  i n t e r r u p t e d  
N e l s e .  “ S a n d y ,  h a v e  a little sense ! D o  
y o u  w a n t  to  be b u l l y r a g g e d  b y  a lot o f  
s m a r t - A l e c  l a w y e r s ? ”

" N o !”  S a n d y  w a s  m o s t  e m p h a t ic  in 
t h a t  d e n ia l. " B u t ,  b y  G e o r g e ,  I ' d  sta n d  
th a t r a th e r  t h a n  h a v e  the c o u r ts  skin 
m e  o u t  o f  a f e w  m i ll io n  d o l l a r s !  N e l s e , ”  
he d o u b l e d  u p  his fist a n d  s h o o k  i t ; " I  
f o u g h t  h u m a n  h y e n a s  f o r  t h a t  m o n e y ,  
a n d  I  licke d ’ e m ! "  H i s  vo ic e  c r a c k e d ,  
like a b o y 's  at the t u r n  o f  l i f e .  " I t ' s  
m y  m o n e y  ; m i n e  ! I  m a d e  i t ! I ' m  g o ­
i n g  b a c k !”

N e l s e  w a s  silent f o r  a m o m e n t .  H e  
p r o t r u d e d  his chest.

“ H o w ? ”
“ W e  c a n ’t  l a n d  t h e  L o la  secretly  o n  

A m e r i c a n  s h o r e s ,”  speculated S a n d y .  
“ T h e y  k n o w  th e  e x a c t  g a llo n  o f  w a t e r  
she’ s c u t t i n g  at this m i n u t e .  W e  c a n ’t 
g o  in  o n  a ste am e r. W e ' d  be r e c o g n iz e d  
as soon as w e l a n d e d ."

“ A s  soon as w e  e m b a r k e d , ”  co rre c te d  
N e l s e .  “ S o m e b o d y  o n  b o a r d  w o u l d  be 
su re to k n o w  us. W e  c a n 't  m a k e  it ,  
S a n d y . ”

“ B y  G e o r g e ,  w e  h a v e  to  m a k e  i t ! ”  
S a n d y ’ s cheeks h a d  f l u s h e d ,  a n d  his eyes 
g lin t e d .

T h e y  w e r e  b o t h  silent f o r  a f e w  i n ­
t e n t  m o m e n t s .  N e l s e  l a u g h e d  a lo u d .
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“ C .  F .  H o d s o n ' s  y a c h t !”  he e x ­
c la im e d . “ I t s  tied u p  at C h e r b o u r g ,  
a n d  f o r  sale. I  t h o u g h t  o f  b u y i n g  it 
w h e n  w e  cam e d o w n / ’ H i >  b la ck eyes 
g l o w e d  w i t h  e n t h u s ia s m . H e  sm ile d. 
S o m e t h i n g  pleased h i m .  “ I t 's  a b o u t  
ten feet lu n g e r  t h a n  t h is ,  a n d  t w o  k n o ts  
fa s t e r .  I t 's  a b e tte r y a c h t  all a r o u n d ,  I  
t h i n k . ”

“ T h e  L o la  can cut circles a r o u n d  
h e r ! ’ ' de cla re d S a n d y .  " I  w o u l d n ' t  
h a v e  the l 'ik in g .  S ir e ’ .- a t u b ! "

“ N o w  y o u ' r e  j e a l o u s ,"  ch u c k le d  
N e l s e ,  his check p o u c h e -  - b a k i n g .  " Y o u  
t h o u g h t  it w as a g o o d  y a c h t  u n t il  I  p r o ­
po se d b u y i n g  i t . "

" I  n e v e r  said i t . ”
“ Y o u  d i d .  Y o u  n e v e "  in y o u r  life  

h a v e  w a n t e d ' m e  to h a v e  a n y t h i n g  be t­
te r  th a n  y o u r s .  T a k e  m y  n e w  t o u r -  
speed lim o u s i n e ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ."

“ W h e r e  is it n o w  !" T h i s  c o n te m p tiv -
,  *o n  sly.

“ S e e !  D i d n ’ t 1 tell y o u ?  Y o u  w e r e  
g la d  the d a y  it g o t  s m a s h e d ! "

“ H e r e ,  h e r e ! "  called L o l a  S a u n d e r s .  
“ W h a t  are y o u  b o y s  q u a r r e l i n g  a b o u t  
this t i m e ? ”

“ N e l s e  is g o i n g  t o  b u y  th e  J 'ik in g ”  
e x p la i n e d  S a n d y .  " I t ' s  a t u b !  W e ' r e  
g o i n g  h o m e  in h e r ."

I I I .
W h e n  th e  l ik in g  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  in 

C h e s a p e a k e  B a y ,  c a r r y i n g  S a m u e l  
I Jo k e s ,  o w n e r ,  a n d  J a m e s  S m i t h ,  g u e st,  
b o th  U n i t e d  S ta te s  c itiz e n s ,  th r e e  l a w -  
vcr.s b o a r d e d  h e r  a lm o st as soon as the 
g o v e r n m e n t  b o a t.

" W h y  d i d  y o u  c o m e  h e r e ? "  d e ­
m a n d e d  the le a d in g  l a w y e r ,  w h o  had a 
cold eye a n d  a w a g g i n g  f o r e f i n g e r .  H e  
w a s  h a r d  o f  c he e k b o n e  a n d  deep o f  
v o ic e ,  a n d  he h a d  a w a y  w i t h  h i m  o t  
f r i g h t e n i n g  clients in to  su bm issio n .

" B e c a u s e  w e ’ re n e e d e d ,”  J o h n  W .  
S a u n d e r s ,  o t h e r w i s e  S a m u e l  D o k e s ,  i m ­
m e d i a t e l y  i n f o r m e d  h i m .  “ I f  the re  w a s  
a g r a in  o f  sense in the legal p r o f e s s i o n  
w e  w o u l d n ’ t be h e r e .”

T h e  little l a w y e r  pressed f o r w a r d .  
H e  w o r e  a m u s t a c h e  f o r  fierceness,  a n d  
a  P r i n c e  A l b e r t  to le n d  h i m  h e ig h t.

“ I  suppose y o u  k n o w ,  g e n t le m e n ,  t h a t  
y o u  w i l l  be s u m m o n e d  the m o m e n t  y o u  
a r e  r e c o g n i z e d , ”  he s t e r n l y  r e m in d e d  
t h e m .

T h e  h e a v y -s e t l a w y e r  s l a m m e d  his 
h a t  o n  the r o s e w o o d  p i a n o  in the little 
g o l d - b r o c a d e d  salo n. H e  w a s  the h e a r t y  
s p e a k e r ,  w h o  w a s  im p r e s s iv e  w i t h  the 
plain  m e n  o n  a j u r y .  H e  w o r e  sack 
suits n o t  too o f f e n s i v e l y  pressed.

“ M r .  T a b e r  c o m m is s io n e d  m e  to  a d -  
vis e  y o u  to sail o u t  o f  A m e r i c a n  w a ­
ters at o n c e , M r .  T h o m a s , ”  he a n ­
n o u n c e d .  “ P u b l i c  s e n t im e n t  is v e r y  
s t r o n g l y  a r o u s e d ,  a n d -------- ”

“ P u b l i c  s e n t im e n t  be cla n g e d ! "  i n t e r ­
r u p t e d  S a u n d e r s .  " T h e  c h ie f  q u e s tio n  
is t h i s :  C a n  w e secure a d r a w i n g - r o o m  
o n  the n e x t  t r a i n ? "

P r e s i d e n t  T h o m a s  sat w i t h  his f o o t  
o n  a c h a ir .  ;

" W h e r e  is T a b e r ? ”  he w a n t e d  to 
k n o w .

" H e  t h o u g h t  it b e tte r n o t  to c o m e , ”  
r e p o r t e d  the h e a v y  one. " H e  f e a r e d  
t h a t  he m i g h t  be r e c o g n iz e d  in N o r ­
f o l k ,  a n d  trace d to  y o u . ”

“ I f  y o u  h a d  c a r rie d  this secrecy i n t o  
th e  c o u r t r o o m ,  w e  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  
needied to c o m e , ”  c o m m e n t e d  N e l s e  
d r y l y .  “ Y o u ' v e ,  he ld us a w a y  f o r  a  
m o n t h ,  w i t h  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  co m e , a n d  
S a n d y  a n d  I  h a v e  been fi g u r i n g  t h a t  o u r  
absence w ill  cost us a b o u t  a m i ll io n  d o l ­
lars a d a y . ”

“ S a v e  t h a t  f o r  T a b e r ,  N e l s e ,  b u t  re ­
m e m b e r  j u s t  h o w  y o u  said i t , "  sn a ppe d 
S a n d v .  “ N o w ,  L e s t e r ,  tell us th e  
w o r s t . "

T h e r e u p o n ,  the h a r d - c h e e k - b o n e d  
l a w y e r  w i t h  the deep vo ic e  w a g g e d  his 
fin g e r a n d  to ld  t h e m  th e  w o r s t .  T h e  
charge  o f  r e b a t in g  'had been clearly 
p r o v e d .  T h e  agents o f  the I n t e r s t a t e  
C o m m e r c e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a d  been e n e r­
getic o n  th e  case f o r  a y e a r ,  a n d  t h e y  
h a d  d o n e  a b e a u t i f u l  piece o f  w o r k ;
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b e a u t i f u l ! 1 1 is p r o fe s s i o n a l  a d m i r a ­
tio n f o r  this w a s  m o s t a g g r a v a t i n g .  T h e  
p r o ce e din gs w e r e  b e f o r e  j u d g e  G r i n e ,  
w h o  h a d  assessed the fa m o u s  fine o f  
t h i r t y - n i n e  m illio n  do lla rs a gainst the 
S t a n d a r d  Ghee C o m p a n y ,  and it w as 
c o n fid e n t ly  p r e d ic t e d  that lie w o u l d  do 
even better on this occa sio n , p a r t i c u l a r ­
ly since he w a s incensed th a t the S t a n d ­
a r d  ( Hue fine ha d n e v e r  been collected,  
a l t o g e t h e r  the o u t l o o k  w as g l o o m y .  
' e r r  g l o o m y ! hie said this w i t h  a lm o s t 
a. relish.

" G o o d  L o r d ,  a n d  1 p a v  y o u  l o r  t h i s ! ”  
b l u r te d  S a n d y  S a u n d e r - .  " W e l l ,  w e  
h a ve  to get t o g e t h e r  a n d  d o  s o m e t h i n g ! ”

.M r .  L e s t e r  lo o k e d j u s t l y  i n d i g n a n t ,  
hut it w a s the small  l a w y e r  w h o  e x ­
p r e s s 'd  it,

"  e v e r y t h i n g  th a t legal tale n t co u ld 
d o  has been d o n e , ”  lie s im e d . “ T h e  
best a tt o r n e y s  in the c o u n t r y  h a v e  been 
r e t a i n e d ; ele ven o f  th e m . L o r  the 
1 l a n d e m a n  s yste m  th ere are e ig h t.  1 be­
lie ve , - M r .  W i n g . "

T h e  h e a v y  m a n  b o w e d .
" L i g h t , "  he c o r r o b o r a t e d .
S a n d y  lo o k e d  at N e L e ,  a n d  he 

s n o rte d .
" I f  o n l v  o ld T i m o t h v  ' f l i c k e r  w e r e  

a l i v e , "  he -sighed. " T i m o t h y  w o u l d  
h a v e  g o n e  i n t o  this light w i t h  one office 
h o y  to  c a r r y  his b o o k.- ,  an d h e ’d h a v e  
had the o p p o s it io n  e x p e r t s  p r o v i n g  m y  
case f o r  h i m . T h e v ' v c  ad l e f t  u s,  
Nk'is e." a n d  his voice c r a c k e d .

a  else ha d been d r o o p i n g .  T h e  p r o s ­
pect: h a d  not seemed e n c o u r a g i n g ,  b u t  
n o w  lie sat u p s l r a i g h t e r  in his c h a ir  
and p r o t r u d e d  h b  chest.

" Y \  e’ re not so v e r v  o ld ,  S a n d y . "  he 
cheerily o b s e r v e d ,  a n d  lie stood u p ,  in 
spite o f  his l im p .  " H a c k  u p ,  S a n d y . ”  
T h a t  m o m e n t  o f  w e a k e n i n g  in S a n d y  
had m a d e  X e l s e  feel f o r l o r n l y  lo n e ­
s o m e , b u t  lie w as n o t g o i n g  to s h o w  it. 
“ J l o w  so on can w e  g o  a s h o r e ? "

" G e n t l e m e n ,  1 p r o t e s t ! "  M r .  L e s t e r  
w a s v e r y  severe. H e  c o n f r o n t e d  J o h n  
S a u n d e r s  w i t h  his stern eve. H b  f o r e -  

i i B

fin g e r w a g g e d  t h r e a t e n i n g l y .  “ T h e  case 
is a l r e a d y  lost. T h e  v i o l a t i o n  was so 
p la in  a n d  easily p r o v e d ,  th a t a d e fe n s e  
co u ld scarcely be c o n d u c te d  w i t h  d i g ­
n i t y . "  H e  in c lu d e d  b o t h  g e n t le m e n  in 
th e  g lare  a n d  in the w a g .  “ A t  this j u n c ­
t u r e  y o u r  prese nce can o n l y  e m b a r r a s s  
y o u r  counsel.  T h e r e f o r e ,  I p r o t e s t  th a t 
y o u  m u s t  n o t l a n d ;  th a t y o u  m u s t  i m -  
mediatelyv-fcail o u t  o f  these w a t e r s .”

S a n d y  S a u n d e r s ’ fa ce  s u d d e n l y  
flu s h e d , a n d  he d o u b l e d  u p  his lists.

" A l t o ’ s r u n n i n g  t h i s ! ”  he s h o u te d ,  
‘ ■ y o u  g o  a sh o re  and get us a d r a w i n g ­
r o o m  o n  t h a t  n e x t  t r a i n !  G o o d  L o r d ,  
h o w  1 w is h  T i m o t h v  T u c k e r  h a d n ’t 
d i e d ! "

T h e  n e x t  tr e a t the r e t u r n e d  w a n ­
de re rs e n j o y e d  w a s  a g lim p s e  at the 
e n t e r p r i s i n g  n e w s p a p e r s  o f  t h e i r  b e ­
l o v e d  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  h a d  stacks o f  t h e m  
in the d r a w i n g - r o o m ,  r e a d in g  m a t t e r  
e n o u g h  to last th e m  all the w a y  to  N e w  
Y o r k ;  a n d  t h e y  d e v o u r e d  it w i t h  
a v i d i t y ,  s e a rc h in g  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  line f o r  
a clew  w h ic h  m i g h t  help t h e m  o u t o f  
t h e i r  d i le m m a . N o  one else h a d  seemed 
to h a v e  tha t idea.

M y ,  h u t the cheese rebate tria l  w as 
a b o o n  to the c o n s u m e r s ! I t  w a s  i n t e r ­
e stin g to. k n o w  tha t the cheese n io -  
n o p o i i ' t  a n d  the r a il r o a d  h i g h w a y m a n  
w e r e  t h i e v e s ;  r a n k  t h ie v e s !  T h e y  w e re  
s c o u n d r e l s ; t h e y  w e r e  s w i n d l e r s ; t h e y  
w e r e  cr im in a ls  o f  the m o s t d e g r a d e d  
t y p e ! L v e r v  d o l la r  o f  th e ir  m o n e y  r e p ­
resented a p u t r i d  v i o la t io n  o f  the m o r a l  
c o d e !  T h i n k  o f  i t ! E x - G o v e r n o r  J o h n  
\ Y .  S a u n d e r s , ,  once h o n o r e d  w i t h  an 
a m b a s s a d o r s h ip  b y  the c o u n t r y  he chose 
to  d i s h o n o r ,  h a d  sh ip p e d  cheese o v e r  
th e  < S e e n  V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d ,  a n d  h a d  re ­
ceived b a c k - p a r t  o f  his f r e i g h t  m o n e y !  
W h a t  do y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h a t !  H a d  o t h e r  
cheese m a n u f a c t u r e r s  e n j o y e d  t h a t  foul 
p r i v i le g e ?  T h e y  h a d  n o t ,  a n d ,  in c o n ­
sequence, t h e y  could n o t  w r i n g  so m u c h  
p r o fi t  o u t  o f  the d o w n t r o d d e n  poor w h o  
liked cheese, a n d  they h a d  either gone 
o u t  o f  business o r  had been gobbled u p
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b y  the m o n s t e r  S a u n d e r s  ! H a h  ! L e t  
hin t b e w a r e !  H i s  clay o f  d o o m  w a s  a p ­
p r o a c h i n g !  T h e  m o r a l  conscience o f  
th e  pu blic w a s  a w a k e ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  
w o u l d  p u t  it  b a c k  t o  sleep b u t  v e n g e ­
ance !

T h e n  a g a i n ,  N e l s o n  T h o m a s !  L i k e  
a t h i e f  in the n i g h t ,  he h a d  g o n e  in to  
the offices o f  the a tr o c io u s  H a n d e m a n  
r a il r o a d  s y s te m , a n d  h a d  w o r k e d  his 
w a y  u p  f r o m  d is g r a c e fu l  o b s c u r i t y  to 
c h ie f  o f  the rate d e p a r t m e n t !  T h e n  
w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d ?  L y i n g  a w a k e  w i t h  
his de v ilish m i n d ,  he h a d  co n c e iv e d  the 
lo a th s o m e  ide a  o f  h a n d i n g  b a c k  t o  J o h n  
W ,  S a u n d e r s  p a r t  o f  the m o n e y  he  p a id  
f o r  f r e i g h t  o n  ch eese! W i t h  this 
i n iq u it o u s  sta r t ,  he h a d  c lim b e d  u p  a n d  
u p ,  u n til  he h a d ,  a t  last,  a c h ie v e d  his 
n e f a r i o u s  p u r p o s e  o f  b e c o m i n g  p r e s i­
dent o f  th e  H a n d e m a n  r a il r o a d  g r o u p ! 
D o u b t le s s  m a n y  a g o o d  m a n ,  a f t e r  the 
same e n d ,  h a d  been s c o r n f u l l y  s p u r n e d  
o u t  o f  his w a y  in the u p w a r d  c l i m b ! 
H a h !  L e t  h i m  also b e w a r e !  H i s  d a y  
o f  d o o m ,  t o o ,  w a s a p p r o a c h i n g !  N o w ,  
a t  a p e r i o d  w h e n  these d o d d e r i n g  o ld 
m e n — J i n k s ,  tha t w a s  the line w h ic h  
h u r t ! — sh o u ld  be p r e p a r i n g  t o  m e e t the 
h e r e a f t e r  t h e y  w e r e  c a u g h t  r e d - h a n d e d  
in t h e ir  v i l l a i n y ! A n d  c o u ld  t h e y  e v e r  
h a v e  been h a p p y  w i t h  all these b la ck 
loads u p o n  t h e i r  consciences? N o ,  t h e y  
could  n o t ; a n d  let this be a w a r n i n g  to  
y o u ! F o r  y e a r s  t h e y  h a d  w r i t h e d  in 
the consciousness o f  t h e ir  o w n  c r im s o n  
g u i lt ,  a n d  n o w  N e m e s i s  w a s  u p o n  t h e m !  
O h ,  j o y !

T h i s  m e n t a l  d i v e r s i o n  h a d  on e  e x c e l­
lent e f f e c t ;  it  p r e v e n t e d  f a t i g u e ;  a n d  
b o t h  N e l s e  T h o m a s  an d S a n d y  S a u n ­
ders l e f t  the t r a in  w i t h  he ads erect an d 
b r i s k  f o o t s t e p s ; a n d  the re  w a s n o  sleep­
iness in t h e i r  eyes. T h e y  stalke d i n t o  a  
closed c a r ,  w i t h  t h e i r  c r im s o n  g u i lt  a n d  
all,  a n d  w h i r l e d  to S a n d y  S a u n d e r s ’ 
b o a r d e d - u p  hou se o n  F i f t h  A v e n u e ,  a n d  
sh o c ke d  the c a r e ta k e r  in to  paresis b y  
c o m i n g  in t h r o u g h  the b a s e m e n t e n ­
tr a n c e . I n  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  s e ve n te e n

l a w y e r s  w e r e  th e r e . O n e  o f  the n in e ­
teen w a s  sick in b e d ,  a n d  one w a s  o u t
o f  tOW'll.

B y  th e  t im e  th e  last  o f  the l a w y e r s  
h a d  a r r i v e d  t h e  fi rst o f  the r e p o r te r s  
ca m e , a n d ,  i f  all the c h im n e y s  h a d  n o t 
been sto p p e d  u p ,  these w o u l d  h a v e  g o t ­
te n  i n ! F a i l i n g  in t h a t ,  t h e y  c o n g r e ­
g a t e d  o u t s id e  the h o u s e ,  w h ile  inside 
the se ve n te e n  l a w y e r s ,  vio le n tly '  a n d  
w i t h  m u c h  a u t h o r i t y ,  t r ie d  to fo r c e  the 
t w o  s t u b b o r n  w diite -ha ire d c r im in a ls  to 
g o  a w a y .  N o t  o n e  o f  t h e m  m a d e  the 
least i m p r e s s io n  e x c e p t  in the d ire c tio n  
o f  a g g r a v a t i o n ,  u n t il  the g r e a t T a b e r  
ca m e . H e  w a s  a d a r k - s k i n n e d  m a n  w i t h  
a p i e r c in g  e y e ,  a n d  he w a s th e  m o s t 
d r a m a t i c  p e r f o r m e r  o n  the legal stage.

" H u s h ! ”  he sa id ,  w i t h  a d o w n w a r d  
w a v e  o f  his h a n d .  " Y o u  m u s t  escape 
im m e d ia te ly ' ,  b o th  o f  y o u !  A r o u n d  the 
c o r n e r ,  in f r o n t  o f  n u m b e r  s e ve n te e n , 
is a c u r t a i n e d  l im o u s i n e ,  w h i c h  w ill  ta k e  
y o u  to  A r d s d a l e ,  wdiere y o u  w ill  b o a r d  
a t r a i n  f o r  C a n a d a  !"

" L e t  h i m  t a l k ,  S a n d y , ”  u r g e d  N e l s e ,  
s t a y in g  a h a s t y  m o v e m e n t .

" Y o u  c a n n o t  p o ssibly lea ve  b y  the 
f r o n t  w 'a y , ”  c o n t in u e d  the i m p r e s s iv e  
T a b e r .  " Y o u  w ill  pass o u t  t h r o u g h  
y o u r  b a s e m e n t ,  a n d  c lim b  o v e r  the ba ck 
fence i n t o  the y a r d  o f  n u m b e r  se ve n ­
te e n , to  w h i c h  I  h a v e  th e  k e y s . ”

T h e  r e s t r a i n in g  h a n d  o f  N e l s e  
T h o m a s  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  e ffe c tive .

" O n c e  a n d  f o r  all--------”  l o u d l y  p r o ­
claim e d S a n d y  S a u n d e r s ,  j u m p i n g  u p .

“ J u s t  a m o m e n t , ”  i n t e r r u p t e d  M r .  
T a b e r ,  t r i u m p h a n t  in h a v i n g  sa ve d his 
real new's f o r  a c l i m a x .  “ T h e r e  are 
p e r s o n a l  i n d ic tm e n ts  o u t  a g a in st b o th 
o f  y o u  g e n t le m e n , a n d  the degree o f  
c o n s p ir a c y  w i t h  w h i c h  y o u  are ch a rg e d  
has in it the po s s ib ility  o f  the p e n i te n ­
t i a r y  !”

W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t .  U r g e d  b y  
th e  seventeen h i g h ly  a g ita te d  m e m b e r s  
o f  the legal f r a t e r n i t y ,  the t w o  v ic io u s  
cr im in a ls  p e r m i t t e d  the m se lve s to be 
h u r r i e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  the ba se m e n t d o o r ;
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a n d  th en e nsued the spectacle o f  th e  
aged a n d  s o m e w h a t  s tiff  m u l t i m i l l i o n ­
aire cheese m o n o p o l is t  a n d the aged a n d  
s o m e w h a t  stifte r m u l t i m i l l i o n a i r e  ra il­
r o a d  m o n o p o l is t  b e in g  f e v e r i s h l y  
boosted o v e r  a h ig h  b o a r d  fe n ce  at 
dead o f  n i g h t !

O n  t o p  o f  the fe n c e ,  a n d  a s trid e  it ,  
S a n d } ’ S a u n d e r s  rebelled.

" L e t  g o  o f  m e ! "  he y e lle d ,  an d k i c k e d  
a l a w y e r  s q u a re ly  in the V a n d y k e .  
“ N o t  a da n ge d step f a r t h e r  w ill  I  g o !  
N c l s e ,  co m e  o n ! "

" A l l  r ig h t ,  S a n d y ! "  T h e  vo ice  w as 
the vo ice  o f  a b o y .  I t  r a n g  o u t  w i t h  
m u c h  the same c o n fid e n t recklessness,  
m u c h  the same l o y a l t y ,  m u c h  the same 
glee in defiance w h i c h  h a d  c h a r a c t e r ize d  
h i m  w h e n  S a n d y  a n d  he ha d gone a f t e r  
w a t e r m e l o n s .  " W h e r e  a re  w e  g o i n g ? ”  
an d he j u m p e d  a m id  the f r a t e r n i t y .

“ T o  get o u r  s u m m o n s e s ! "  yelle d 
S a n d y ,  a n d  b r u s h i n g  r e s t r a i n in g  han ds 
aside, he stall-red t o  the f r o n t  d o o r  and 
got his s u m m o n s .  I t  w a s  w a i t i n g  the re .

" N o w ,  g e n t l e m e n ,"  said he s u a v e ly ,  
as he locked o u t  the press a n d  r e t u r n e d  
to the b i g  l i b r a r y ,  " w e  shall be pleased 
to c o n f e r  w ith  y o u  a t  n i n e - t h i r t y  in the 
m o r n i n g . "

W h e n  t h e y  h a d  all d e p a r t e d ,  S a n d y  
o r d e r e d  a tire in the f u r n a c e ,  a n d  re­
m a r k e d  to N e l s e ,  w h o  still stood w i t h  
his s u m m o n s  in his h a n d :

" L e t ’ s o pen the va u lt  in th e  cellar, 
a n d  spend the n ig h t w i t h  the bo o ks o f  
m y  o r ig i n a l  cheese c o m p a n y . "

I V .
" Y o u  d o  s o le m n l y  s w e a r  m u m b l e -  

m u m b l c - m u m b l e - j g r k . ”
" I  d o . ”  A s  n e a r l y  one g r u n t  as p o s ­

sible.
T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  t o o k  h i m .
" Y o u r  n a m e  is J o h n  W h i t t i e r  S a u n ­

d e rs,  I  b e lie v e .”
“ I t  i s ."
" Y o u  are s i x t y - e i g h t  ye a rs o l d . ” '
“ Y e s . ”
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“ A h !”  T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  
was e v e n  t r i u m p h a n t ,  in e ffe c t ,  as he 
w r u n g  these a d m is s io n s  f r o m  the cu l­
p r i t  in the w itn e ss s t a n d . H e  w a s  a 
m a n  w i t h  a fe r o c io u s  eye a n d  an u p ­
t u r n e d  nose a n d  a b r u t a l  j a w ,  a n d  lie 
w a s a t e r r o r  to  e v ild o e r s .  “ Y o u  are 
th e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C h e e se  C o m p a n y ,  I  b e l ie v e .”  A l w a y s  
a  t o u c h  o f  sarcasm  in  tha t " I  b e l ie v e ,”  
as i f  lie c o n s t a n t l y  e x p e c te d  th e  h ide o u s 
o f f e n d e r  o n  the w itn e s s  sta n d  to  lie 
a b o u t  it.

“ W e l l ,  n o m i n a l l y . ”
Q u i e t  little speech t h a t ,  n o n c h a la n t  

a n d  e ve n  c a r e le s s ; b u t  th e  effe ct w a s  
m a g ic a l .  T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  
j e r k e d  a n d  f r o w n e d .  A l l  S a n d y  S a u n ­
d e r s ’ p h a l a n x  o f  l a w y e r s  settled in to  an 
a s to n is h in g  c a lm , e x c e p t i n g  the small 
o n e  w i t h  th e  fierce m u s t a c h e ,  w h o  
sp re a d  o u t  his p a p e rs b e f o r e  h i m  a n d  
p a w e d .  J u d g e  < L i n e ,  w h o  w a s  a l e a n ­
fa ced o ld m a n  w i t h  a sarcastic nose, 
b e n t  f o r w a r d  s lig h tly  a n d  cast o n  S a n d y  
S a u n d e r s ,  f o r  a fleeting in s t a n t ,  an eye 
w h ic h  lig h te d  w i t h  p le a s u r a b le  a n tic i­
p a t i o n .  H e  w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  the T r i c -  
T r a c  C l u b ,  a n d  ha d o f t e n  u p s e t the 
b o a r d  w i t h  S a n d y ; b u t  h e re  t h e y  d id  
n o t  k n o w  each o t h e r .  T h e  i n t e llig e n t  
j u r y m a n  lo o k e d  inte re ste d. T h e  larg e  
a n d  u s e fu l  a u d ie n c e ,  w h i c h  h a d  v i o l e n t ­
l y  in se rte d  itse lf  in to  the c o u r t r o o m ,  
to see i f  a cheese m o n o p o l is t  hail eyes,  
ears,  n ose, a n d  a m o u t h ,  r u s tle d  n e r v ­
o u s ly .  I t  h a d  detected t h a t  the p r o p e r  
a n s w e r  sh o u ld  h a v e  been " Y e s . ”  E v e r y  
l a d y  p r e se n t aske d w h a t  w a s th e  m a t ­
te r .  T h i r t y - t h r e e  r e p o r t e r s  g r i n n e d  
w i t h  g r a ti f i c a t i o n . " T h i r t y - t w o  o f  t h e m  
i n s t a n t ly  de cide d o n  the s t a r t l in g  a n d  
h i g h l y  o r ig i n a l  p h r a s e ,  " s p r u n g  a s u r ­
prise o n  the p r o s e c u t i o n .”  T h e  t h i r t y -  
t h i r d  m a n  p u t  it ,  “ tossed a b o m b  i n t o  
th e  c o m p a n y  o f  the e n e m y . ”

“ N o m i n a l l y ! ”  S p l e n d i d  s c o r n . “ Y o u  
w il l  please a n s w e r  m e  yes o r  n o .  A r e  
y o u ,  o r  are y o u  n o t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l  Che e se  C o m p a n y ? ”
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“ N o m i n a l l y . ”
“ Y e s  o r  n o ? ”
“ I  o b j e c t .”  T h i s  w a s  f r o m  the fierce 

small l a w y e r .  O b j e c t i n g  w a s  his d e ­
p a r t m e n t .

" O b j e c t i o n  s u s t a i n e d .”  J u d g e  G r i l l e  
s po ke  it like a p h o n o g r a p h .

T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  cast o n  his 
h o n o r  a l o o k  o f  w i t h e r i n g  c o n t e m p t .  
T h i r t y - t w o  r e p o r t e r s  selected the 
p h r a s e ,  “ live ly  b r u s h . ”  T h e  t h i r t y -  
t h i r d  o n e ,  w h o  h a d  a w i d e r  scope, d e ­
cided o n ,  “ l iv e l y  t i l t . ”

" V o u  say n o m i n a l l y .  D o e s  th a t m e a n  
that y o u  are n o t ,  in actual f a c t ,  the 
p re s id e n t o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Che e se  
C o m p a n y ?  N o w  d o n ' t  e q u iv o c a t e . A n ­
s w e r  m e  yes o r  n o !”

" Y e s . ”
“ A h  !”  T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  w as 

p u z z l e d  to his toes,  bu t he acted t r i u m ­
p h a n t .  " N o w  r e m e m b e r ,  i f  y o u  c a n , 
t h a t  y o u  are o n  y o u r  o a t h .  W h o  is 
p r e side n t o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C heese 
C o m p a n y ? ”

" T h e  H a n d c m a n  R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m . "
W o w !  T h i r t y - t h r e e  r e p o r t e r s  m a d e  

each so me v i o le n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  j o y .  
O h ,  this w a s  to o  g o o d !  O h ,  the y h a d n ’t 
e x p e c te d  a n y t h i n g  like this to  c r o p  u p !  
O h ,  t h e r e ’ d o n l y  be r o o m  o n  the f r o n t  
page f o r  the h e a d l in e s !  0 h ,  w h a t  a 
N e s s e l r o d e !  J u i c y ,  e h ,  b o y s ?  T h e  i n ­
tellig ent j u r o r  fo l d e d  his a r m s  a n d  
sm ile d a n d  sm ile d.

T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  w is h e d  he 
h a d  k n o w n  this the n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  b u t  it 
w o u l d  n o t h a v e  been possible, because 
S a n d y  a n d  N e l s e  h a d  n o t  k n o w n  it  
the m se lve s u n t il  n e a r l y  d a y l i g h t .

" D o  y o u  m e a n  to tell this j u r y  o f  
w e ll-b a la n c e d  m e n  tha t the l l a n d e m a n  
R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m  is the p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cheese C o m p a n y !”  A  
la u g h  o f  b r u t a l  s c o rn . " Y e s  o r  n o ,  a n d  
r e m e m b e r ,”  a  d r a m a t i c a l l y  u p r a is e d  
h a n d ,  " r e m e m b e r  t h a t  y o u  are s w o r n  t o  
tell the t r u t h ,  the w h o le  t r u t h ,  a n d  n o t h ­
i n g  b u t  the t r u t h ! ”

J o h n  W .  S a u n d e r s  rose, tall a n d

g a u n t  a n d  s t r a i g h t .  T h e  su n  s t r u c k  h i m  
o n  the r o u n d  h e a d ,  a n d  da n ce d  o n  e v e r y  
r e d  h a ir  l e f t  a m i d  th e  w h i t e .  T h e  sun 
h a d  a l w a y s  lik e d  J o h n  S a u n d e r s ’ h e a d .

" Y o u r  h o n o r . ”
" M r .  S a u n d e r s . ”  C o u r t e o u s  f o r m a l ­

i t y  in th a t to n e . M r .  S a u n d e r s  w a s  a 
p e r f e c t  s t r a n g e r  to  h i m .

" A l a y  I  h a v e  p e r m is s io n  o f  the c o u r t  
t o  rela te th e  co n n e c tio n  I  a m  a b o u t  t o  
set f o r t h ,  in m y  o w n  w a y ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  
i n t e r r u p t i o n  ?”

T h e  b a r e s t t w i n k l e  in th e  eye  o f  
J u d g e  G r i n e ,  as it fl itted in the g e n e ral 
d ir e c tio n  o f  J o h n  S a u n d e r s .

" T h e  w itn e s s  m a y  p r o c e e d .”
“ I t  w a s  s o m e t h in g  like  t w e n t y - l i v e  

y e a r s  a go — m y  b o o k s  w ill  show' the date 
— t h a t  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C he e se  C o m ­
p a n y ,  the n  n e w l y  f o r m e d  o n  the f o u n ­
d a t io n  o f  m y  S u p e r i e u r  F r o m a g e  C o m ­
p a n y ,  f o u n d  itse lf  in n eed o f  c a p i t a l .”  
Q u i t e  a bit  o f  d i g n i t y  to  o ld  J o h n  S a u n ­
d e r s ,  as he sto o d th e re  carelessly t o y i n g  
w i t h  his eyeglasses. T h e  n e w s p a p e r  
m e n  a d m i r e d  h i m  i m m e n s e l y .  T h e y  i n ­
t e n d e d  to m a k e  it as r o t te n  f o r  h i m  as 
t h e y  c o u ld ,  b u t  it w as t h e ir  d u t y .  T h e y  
o w e d  it to the p u b lic .  “ I n  this e x ­
t r e m i t y ,  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  
d o lla rs  w a s  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  the c o r p o r a ­
t io n  p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  as the H a n d e n r a n  
R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m . ”

" A h  !”  T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  w a s 
r e c o v e r in g  his b r e a t h . “ M a y  I  ask 
i f --------”

“ I  o b j e c t ! ”  T h e  small  a t t o r n e y  w a s  
th e re  so q u i c k l y  t h a t  his shrill  voice 
h u r t  his pala te .

" O b j e c t i o n  s u s t a i n e d ,”  d r o n e d  o u t  the 
p h o n o g r a p h .

“ T h e  loa n  wras c o v e r e d  b y  an u n r e ­
c o rde d m o r t g a g e .”  P e r f e c t l y  c a lm  a n d 
easy a b o u t  th is ,  t w i r l i n g  his eyeglasses 
a n d  s t a n d in g  w i t h  th e  p r o u d  stiffness 
he h a d  a c q u ir e d  w h e n  he w a s a m b a s ­
s a d o r  to  F r a n c e .  J u d g e  G r i n e  c a r e f u l l y  
m o v e d  his small  c a r n a t i o n  vase o v e r  
n e a r  th e  i n k s t a n d ,  c o n c e a lin g  b y  t h a t  
m o t i o n  the tw dn kle  in his eye. T h e  i n -
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telligent j u r o r  g a z e d  at J o h n  S a u n d e r s  
w i t h  a d m i r a t i o n  a n d  respect. T h e  n e w s ­
p a p e r  g a ll e r y  w a s  o n e  h issin g  mass. 
" F i v e  y e a r s  la te r,  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Cheese C o m p a n y  f o u n d  i ts e lf  u n a b le  to  
r e p a y  this l o a n ;  a n d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n j u r e  
the business o f  b o t h  c o m p l i n e s  b y  the 
p u b l i c i t y  o f  a fo r e c lo s u r e ,  the I n t e r n a ­
tio n a l Che e se  C o m p a n y  w as t a k e n  o v e r ,  
in t o t o ,  b y  the l l a n d e m a n  J ’.a i lr o a d  S y s ­
te m  in p r i v a t e  a g r e e m e n t ,  the c o m p a n y  
to r u n  as b e f o r e ,  r e t a i n in g  the same 
officers a n d  p a y i n g  its usual d i v i d e n d s  
to s t o c k h o ld e r s ,  the u n d i v i d e d  su rplu s 
a c c r u in g  t o  the benefit o f  the o r ig in a l  
loaners o f  the m o n e y ,  the pre se n t o w n ­
ers o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C he e se  C o m ­
p a n y ,  f w is h  to call the a tt e n t io n  o f  
the c o u r t  to the fa c t  tha t it w o u l d  be 
im possib le  f o r  a con cern  to re ba te, in 
the legal sense, to  a b r a n c h  o f  its o w n  
b u sin e ss.”  l i e  p a u s e d  a m o m e n t  an d 
cleared his t h r o a t .  H e  t o y e d  easily' w i t h  
ids eyeglasses. " I  a m  n o t t h o r o u g h l y  
c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  the l a w ,  b u t  I  believe 
such o w n e r s h i p s  h a v e  been re c e n tly  held 
illegal. 1 a m  p o s i t iv e ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t 
t h e y  w e re  n o t held so at t h a t  t i m e . "

A h - h a !  'Che w i l y  old re p r o b a te  w a s  
scarcely' o f f  his fe e t b e f o r e  the f e r o ­
cio us-e yed an d b r u t a l - j a w e d  p r o s e c u t ­
in g  a t t o r n e y  w as u p o n  h i m ! T h e  p r o s ­
e c u tin g  atto rn e y' f a i r l y  g lo ate d  in his 
o p p o r t u n it i e s .  H e  ha d the v ile  e v il-  
doe r a t  his m e r c y  n o w ,  a n d the re  w o u l d  
be no m e r e v !  A  c o c k - a n d - b u l l  s t o r y  
l ik e  this w as p r e p o s t e r o u s !  I t  w a s  a 
clu m s y  fa b r i c a t i o n  o n  the fa ce o f  it. 
W o u l d  the p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  r a n k  
in h i s t o r y  w it h  N a p o l e o n  B o n a p a r t e ,  
O l i v e r  C r o m w e l l ,  a n d  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e ­
v e l t ?  H e  w o u l d !  J u s t  w a t c h  h i m  te a r  
this conscienceless o ld  p r e v a r i c a t o r  to 
shreds, a n d  h o l d  u p  the q u i v e r i n g  t a t ­
ters to the scorn an d rid ic u le  o f  all e m o ­
tio n a l v o t e r s !

“ I suppose y o u  can p r o v e  this a b s u rd  
s t o r y . ”  T h i s  w i t h  w i t h e r i n g  scorn.

" I  o b j e c t ! -’ T h e r e  w a s  e x c e lle n t re a ­
son f o r  the small  a t t o r n e y 's  h a v i n g
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been m a d e  th e  official o b j e c t o r .  H e  w a s  
so q u ic k  o n  t h e  t r ig g e r .

" H a v e  y o u  p r o d u c e d  in c o u r t  the 
r e co rd s o f  this p e c u lia r  t r a n s a c t io n ? "  
T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  b a d  n o t  e v e n  
w a i t e d  f o r  the o b je c tio n  t o  be s u stain e d. 
T h e  j u r y  h a d  h e a rd  h i m  sa y ,  in e ffe ct,  
t h a t  it w a s  a n  a b s u r d  story' w h i c h  co u ld  
n o t  be p r o v e d ; a n d  be w a s  satisfied.

" S u c h  as th e re  a r e .”
" A h ! ”  Q u i v e r i n g  t r i u m p h  in t h a t .  

" S u c h  as th e r e  a re . S u c h — as— th er e—  
a r e !  Is  t h a t  u n r e c o r d e d  m o r t g a g e  still 
in e x is t e n c e ? "

" N o . "
" A h !"  O h ,  th is  w as a ple asa n t o cca­

sion. " S o  the u n r e c o r d e d  m o r t g a g e  is 
n o t  in e x is te n c e . I t — is— n o t— in e x ­
i s te n c e ! "  H e  sm ile d confide n tia lly' o n  
the j u r y .  " I s  th a t a g r e e m e n t  o f  t r a n s ­
f e r ,  b y  w h ic h  the H a n d e m a n  R a i l r o a d  
S y s t e m  t o o k  o v e r  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Che e se  C o m p a n y ,  still in e x is t e n c e ? "

" I  h a v e  been u n a b le  t o  locate m y  
c o p v . "

“ A h !"  T h e  inte llig e n t j u r y m a n  b e ­
g a n  to g r o w  n e r v o u s  u n d e r  th e  re p e ­
t it io n  o f  that sylla ble  o f  t r i u m p h .  “ S o  
y o u  c a n n o t f in d  it. I  suspected as 
m u c h . "

“ i o b j e c t ! "
H i s  h o n o r  m o v e d  th e  c a r n a t i o n  b a c k  

to  its o r ig i n a l  p o s i t io n .
" l i a s  the H a n d e m a n  R a i l r o a d  S y s ­

t e m  its c o p y  o f  th a t a g r e e m e n t  o n  file?"
" I  c a n n o t  s a y . "  J o h n  S a u n d e r s ,  

t w i r l i n g  his eyeglasses c o m p l a c e n t l y ,  
s m ile d, i t  w a s  like a flash o f  sun shin e . 
T h e  w o m e n  in the aud ie n ce  did hone 
t h a t  he w o u l d  n o t lie sent to j a i l ,  w ic k e d  
as he m i g h t  he. T h e  in te llig e n t j u r y ­
m a n  g r i n n e d  f r a n k l y  at h i m . J o h n  
S a u n d e r s  h a d  t a k e n  his first possible 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  the p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y .  
“ T h a t  is the business o f  the H a n d e m a n  
R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m . "

" V e r y  w e l l . "  T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t ­
to rne y' m o is te n e d  his lips. F a r  be it 
f r o m  h i m  to  b e t r a y  th a t he h a d  m a d e  
a m i s t a k e .  " I f  y o u  h a v e  n o  re co rds o f
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this u n i q u e  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  w e  shall  he 
c o m p e lle d  t o  r e ly  o n  s w o r n  v e r b a l  
p r o o f ,  I  p r e s u m e . W h o  san ctio n e d th a t 
a g r e e m e n t ? "

“ ’ J e c t ! ”  T h e  sm all  a t t o r n e y  f a i r l y  
scream ed it.

" W h a t  p r o o f  d o  y o u  o f f e r ? "  T h e  
p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  co rre cte d  h i m s e l f ,  
w i t h  t h a t  co n fid e n tia l  smile at the j u r y .

" M y  b o o k s  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d .  Y o u r  
h o n o r . ”  C o l d l y  f o r m a l .  H e  w as sp e a k ­
i n g  to a s t r a n g e r .

" M r .  S a u n d e r s . "  Q u i t e  c le a r ly  he 
h a d  n o  p e r s o n a l  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i t h  t h e  
m a n .

“ I  a sk the p e r m is s io n  o f  the c o u r t  to  
e x p l a i n  this m a t t e r  in m y  o w n  wra y  an d 
w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n . "

" T h e  w itn e ss m a y  p r o c e e d .”
" Y o u  w ill  find o n  m y  b o o k s ,  w h ic h  

are n o w  in c o u r t  in th e  possession o f  
m y  v a r i o u s  a t t o r n e y s ,  an i t e m  o f  t w o  
h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l la r s ,  e n ­
te red u n d e r  the he a d  o f  ‘ B il l s  P a y a b l e ’ 
a n d cre dited to  the I l a n d e m a n  R a i l r o a d  
S y s t e m . Y o u  w il l  fin d  t h a t  this ite m  
c o n t in u e d  as a l ia b i li t y  f o r  five y e a r s ,  
at w h ic h  t im e  it  w a s  canceled u n d e r  
the h e a d i n g  o f  ‘ A g r e e m e n t . ’ U n d e r  
t h a t  h e a d i n g  a  th re e -lin e  a c c o u n t w a s  
o p e n e d  in m y  l e d g e r ,  a n d  it w a s  b a l ­
anced b y  the ‘ B i l l  P a y a b l e ’ i te m . T h e  
b a n k  b o o k  o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cheese 
C o m p a n y  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  s h o w s  a c re d it  
at the t im e  o f  the loa n  o f  t w o  h u n d r e d  
a n d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o lla r s .  T h e  b o o k s  
o f  the b a n k  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  this de po sit  
w a s  in the f o r m  o f  a che ck f r o m  th e  
H a n d e m a n  R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m . T h e  
b o o k s  o f  t h a t  same b a n k  w il l  c o r r o b o r ­
ate the fa c t  t h a t  n o  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
a m o u n t  w a s  e v e r  ch e c k e d  o u t  to  the 
1 l a n d e m a n  S y s t e m . ”

“ A h ! ”  T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y ’ s 
fo r e l o c k  w a s  r u m p l e d .  H e  h a d  been 
d o i n g  it u n c o n s c io u s ly  all t h r o u g h  th is  
e x p l a n a t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  lines o f  dis­
tress in his b r o w ,  a n d  a restless l o o k  in 
his fe r o c io u s  eye . “ Is  that  all  the p r o o f  
y o u  h a v e  to  o f f e r ! ”

" T h a t  is a l l .”  C a l m ,  c o n fi d e n t ,  
t w i r l i n g  his c o n f o u n d e d  e y e g la s s e s ! 
T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  w a s  bitterly- 
d is a p p o in t e d . H e  h a d  been c a r e f u l l y  
a d v is e d  t h a t  J o h n  S a u n d e r s  h a d  a w h i r l ­
w i n d  t e m p e r ,  a n d  th e re  is n o t h i n g  so 
v a l u a b l e  in  a c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n ; b u t  in 
t h e  clear blue eye o f  o ld J o h n  S a u n d e r s  
th e r e  w a s  only' peace.

A  t h o u g h t f u l - e y e d  a t t o r n e y  leaned 
o v e r  a n d  w h i s p e r e d  s o m e t h i n g  to  the 
p r o s e c u t in g  e x a m i n e r .  T h e  la tte r  a l­
m o s t  said “ A h !”

" Y o u  say- t h a t  the H a n d e m a n  R a i l ­
r o a d  S y s t e m  c o n te n te d  itse lf  w i t h  the 
u n d i v i d e d  s u r p lu s  as its p r o f i t  o n  the 
o p e r a tio n s  o f  the c o m p a n y . "

“ Y e s . ”
“ H a v e  y o u  a n y  r e c o r d s  to  s h o w  tha t 

this u n d i v i d e d  su r p lu s  w a s  e v e r  pa id 
o v e r  to the H a n d e m a n  R a i l r o a d  S y s ­
t e m ? "

" Y e s . ”
“ I n  w h a t  a m o u n t ? ”
“ T w e n t y - e i g h t  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .”
T r e m e n d o u s  s e n s a tio n !  N o  one 

t h o u g h t  o f  g o i n g  o u t  to l u n c h ! T h e  re ­
p o r t e r s  w e r e  in deep distress. T h e  
f r o n t  page o f  an o r d i n a r y  n e w s p a p e r  
is o n l y  a b o u t  e ig hte e n  b y  t w e n t y - f o n r  
i n c h e s !

T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  a g a in  ha d 
t h a t  h u n t e d  l o o k .  T h i s  w as n o t  a N e s ­
selrode !

“ A t  w h a t  p e r i o d s ? "
“ T h i s  m o r n i n g . ”
O h ,  b o y s ,  d i d  y o u  h e a r  i t !  J u d g e  

G r i n e ,  w i t h  a  s c a th in g  g la r e  a t  the 
n e w s p a p e r  g a l l e r y ,  se ized his g a v e l  a n d  
p o u n d e d  f o r  o r d e r .

“ Y o u  w ill  f in d  th e  a m o u n t  c re d ite d  
t o  the a c c o u n t o f  the H a n d e m a n  R a i l ­
r o a d  S y s t e m  as soon as the check ha s 
been cle are d. P r o b a b l y  b y  n o w , "  and 
J o h n  S a u n d e r s  g lan ce d i n d i f f e r e n t l y  at 
his w a t c h .  “ Y o u  w i l l  also f in d  th a t 
a m o u n t  d e d u c t e d  f r o m  th e  a cco u n t o f  
th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h e e se  C o m p a n y ,  at 
its b a n k . ”

“ A h !”  T h e  eyes o f  th e  p r o s e c u t in g
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a t t o r n e y  lig h te d  w i t h  f e r o c io u s  j o y .  
“ W i l l  y o u  k i n d l y  e x p l a i n  to  th e  c o u r t  
a n d to this j u r y  w h y  n o  p o r t i o n  o f  this 
u n d i v i d e d  su r p lu s  w a s  e v e r  b e f o r e  p a id  
to the a s t o u n d i n g l y  careless t r e a s u r e r  
o f  the 1 l a n b c m a n  R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m :  a n d  
w h y  it is p a id  at this late d a t e ! "

T h e  inte llig e n t j u r y m a n ,  g r i n n i n g ,  
leaned f o r w a r d  i n te r e s te d ly .

"  because o f  this t r i a l . "  B e a u t i f u l  
shock tha t a n s w e r  w a s . " S o  l o n g  as 
these f u n d s  w e re  n o t  in j e o p a r d y ,  the 
H a n d e n i a u  S y s t e m  w as c o n te n t to p e r ­
m i t  t h e m  to  a c c u m u la t e ,  at t h e ir  t h o r ­
o u g h l y  s a ti s fa c t o r y  rate o f  increase. 
M o r e o v e r ,  this is in p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  the 
d isso lu tion  o f  the t w o  co m p a n ie s . I  
m a y  a d d  th a t the tr a n s a c tio n s  b e t w e e n  
the 1 l a n d e m a n  R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m  and 
the I n t e r n a t io n a l  C he e se  t ' u m p n n y ,  e x ­
t e n d in g  o v e r  a l o n g  p e r io d  o f  y e a r s " —  
head erect,  s h o u ld e rs sq u a re , eves clear,  
a n d  level m o u t h  l i n n — " h a v e  been c o n ­
du cte d u p o n  h o n o r . "

" H o n o r ! "  h o w l e d  the p r o s e c u t in g  a t ­
t o r n e y .  T h i s  w a s the last s t r a w ! 
“ H o n o r ! “  H e  w h i r l e d  t o  the j u r y  a n d  
nut sp: end his a r m s  d r a m a t i c a ll y .  
" H o n o r ! "  A h ,  this w a s  the e nd o f  i t !  
O n  th a t on e  w o r d  he w o u l d  rest his 
case! H e  t u r n e d  to  the l o n g ,  h a r d -  
c h e e k -h o n e d  L e s t e r ,  ca p ta in  o f  the 
S a u n d e r s  fo r c e s ,  w i t h  a sarcastic h o w ,  
" V o n  m a y  tak e  the w it n e s s ."

" W a i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n , "  said M r ,  L e s ­
te r,  w it h  a sm ile ,  - l i e  was v e r y  well 
pleased w i t h  h i m s e l f .  H e  w a s  c o n d u c t ­
i n g  a case in w h ic h  a b rillia n t d e fe n se  
h a d  been g r a f t e d  u p o n  a f o r l o r n  h o pe . 
A l l  the ele ven a t t o r n e y s  f o r  o ld  J o h n  
S a u n d e r s  w e r e  t r e m e n d o u s l y  pleased. 
T l i e v  w o u l d  get co n sid e rab le  c r e d it  f o r  
this ; a n d  e n o r m o u s  fees !

” 1 w is h  to call N e l s o n  T h o m a s ,  i f  
y o u r  h o n o r  p le a s e ,"  be g g ed  the p r o s e ­
c u t in g  a t t o r n e y .  “ I  shall he v e r y  b r i e f . "

“ C a ll  N e l s o n  T h o m a s , "  g r a n t e d  the 
c o u r t ,  in the p h o n o g r a p h  to n e .

A s  the m u l t i m i l l i o n a i r e  cheese 
m o n o p o l is t  m o v e d  o u t  o f  the r o o m ,

w i t h  the a g g r a v a t i n g  case o f  a m a n  w iio  
has w e ll  a c q u it t e d  h i m s e l f ,  he m e t  the 
m u l t i m i l l i o n a i r e  r a il r o a d  m o n o p o l is t  
c o m i n g  i n ,  w i t h  a slig ht l i m p .  T h e y  
d i d  n o t  e x c h a n g e  a w o r d ,  b u t  the w h i t e -  
h a i r e d  N e l s e  lo o k e d  a n x i o u s l y  in to  ik e  
eyes o f  the w h i t e - h a i r e d  S a n d y ,  asp! 
the w h i t e - h a i r e d  H a n d y  g r i n n e d .  N e L e  
T h o m a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p u s h e d  o u t  his 
che,st a n d  sq u a re d  his e lb o w s . T h e  sun 
shone o n  the he a d  o f  o ld J o h n  S a u n d e r s  
as he reac hed th e  d o o r ,  a n d  f o u n d  a 
score o f  b r i g h t  re d t h r e a d s  to  dance 
u p o n .  T h e  su n  h a d  a lw a y s  g re e te d  
J o h n  S a u n d e r s '  h e a d  as a f r i e n d .

" Y o u  d o  s o le m n ly  s w e a r  m u i n b i e -  
m u m b l e - n n i m b i e - j e r k . ”

" I  d o . "  O n e  g r u n t .
T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  t o o k  h i m .

" Y o u r  n a m e  is N e l s o n  W .  T h o m a s .  I  
b e l ie v e ."

" Y e s . "
" Y o u r  a g e ? ”
“ S i x t y - e i g h t . "
“ A h ! ’ T r i u m p h a n t .  T h e  p r o s e c u t ­

in g  a t t o r n e y  w as h i m s e l f  a g a i n ,  r e lie ve d  
f r o m  th e  presence o f  o ld  J o h n  S a u n ­
de rs. “ Y o u  a re  p r e s id e n t  o f  the I l a w ­
m a n  R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m ,  I  b e l ie v e ."

“ I  a m . "
“ O h ! "  T h e r e  w a s  a d e e p , im p li e d  

c o n t e m p t  in t h a t  sylla ble . T h e  b la c k  
eyes o f  o ld  N e l s e  T h o m a s  b e ga n  to  
g l o w .  H e  detested the p r o s e c u t in g  a t ­
t o r n e y  f r o m  the j u m p !

" I s  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C heese C o m ­
p a n y  o w n e d  b y  the H a n d e m a n  R a i l r o a d  
S y s t e m ?  N o w '  a n s w e r  m e  yes o r  n o ! "

T h e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  o ld  N e l s e  T h o m a s  
q u i v e r e d .  I t  clenched i n t o  a fist.

" Y e s ! ”
" O h ! "  A g a i n  p r o f o u n d  c o n t e m p t .  

T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  sm ile d  c o n fi­
d e n t ly  to  the j u r y .  “ ‘W h e n  d i d  y o u ,  o r  
r a th e r  the H a n d e m a n  S y s t e m ,  a cqu ire  
possession ?"

“ A b o u t  t w e n t y  ye a rs a g o .”
“ O h  !"  T h e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  ha d 

a l r e a d y  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  this sydlable a g ­
g r a v a t e d  N e l s e  T h o m a s ; so he  r e pe a te d
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it  in a slig h tly  h i g h e r  to n e . " O h !”  
N e l s e  T h o m a s  s h o t  a n  i n d i g n a n t  glan ce  
at J u d g e  t h i n e .  W a s  J e r r y  g o i n g  t o  
p e r m i t  this s o r t  o f  t h i n g  in his c o u r t ! 
J u d g e  G r i n e  d id  n o t  e ve n  l o o k  at the 
w itn e s s . l i e  s h i ft e d  his c a r n a t i o n  o v e r  
t o  the i n k s t a n d .  " I  p r e s u m e  t h a t  y o u  
c a n n o t fin d  y o u r  r e c o r d  o f  t h a t  t r a n s ­
actio n  e it h e r ."

“ ’ J e c t ! ”  T h e  sm a ll  a t t o r n e y ’ s eyes 
b u lg e d ,  lie w a s  so v e h e m e n t .

" O b j e c t i o n  s u s t a i n e d ,”  o b s e rve d  
J u d g e  G r i n e ,  a n d  s u d d e n l y  leaned a l it ­
tle f o r w a r d .  H i s  eyes n a r r o w e d  u n t il  
t h e y  w e r e  g l it t e r in g  b r o w n  p o i n ts .  “ I  
w is h  to  w a r n  the e x a m i n i n g  a t t o r n e y  t o  
lie m o r e  c a r e fu l  in the f o r m  o f  his e x ­
a m i n a t i o n .”

" T h a n k  y o u , ”  said N e l s e  T h o m a s  
w i t h  a b o w .  H i s  p o u c h y  cheeks w e r e  
s h a k i n g ,  an d his teeth w e r e  cle nched.

" C a n  y o u  p r o d u c e  in  c o u r t  y o u r  rec­
o r d  o f  t h a t  a g r e e m e n t ?  N o w  a n s w e r  
m e  yes o r  n o , "  an d he w a s  r e w a r d e d  
b y  a j e r k  in the w itn e ss.

" N o ! ”  N e l s e  r o a r e d  it.
" O h ! ”  A  pa u se . “ O h !  I  su ppo se  

y o u  c a n n o t  fin d  this r e c o r d .”
“ ’Jcct!”
" C a n  y o u  f in d  this r e c o r d  ?”  T h e  

p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y  cast a q u i c k ,  co n fi­
dentia l  smile at the j u r y ,  a n d  a n  i n ­
q u i r i n g  glance at the j u d g e .  " N o w  a n ­
s w e r  m e  yes o r  n o !”

" N o ! "  H e  w a s  j u s t  a b o u t  j u m p i n g  
o u t  o f  his s k i n ,  w a s  N e l s e  T h o m a s .  
O l d  as he w a s ,  b y  j i n k s --------

" O h ! "  N o t h i n g  m o r e  a c c u m u la t iv e l y  
i n s u l t in g  th a n  th a t o n e  syllable co u ld 
h a v e  been d e v is e d . " O h ! S o  y o u  c a n ­
n o t  fin d  a n y  r e c o rd  o f  th a t t r a n s a c ­
t i o n . ”  P ie  w h i r l e d  to the j u r y .  H e  e x ­
te n de d his a r m s  d r a m a t i c a ll y .  " P i e  c a n ­
n o t find a n y  r e c o r d  o f  th a t t r a n s a c t i o n !  
N e i t h e r  co u ld his l ife l o n g  f r i e n d ! ”  H e  
w h i r l e d  t o  the h a r d - c h e e k - b o n e d  L e s t e r .  
" Y o u  m a y  take th e  w i t n e s s .”  T h i s  
w i t h  t r e m e n d o u s  t r i u m p h .  “ I  a m  
t h r o u g h  w i t h  h i m . ”

“ W a i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n , ”  a n n o u n c e d

th e  c a p ta in  o f  th e  S a u n d e r s  f o r c e s . M r .  
L e s t e r  w a s  v e r y  w e ll  satisfied w i t h  h i m ­
se lf .  T h e  e n tir e  o u t c o m e  o f  this case 
w o u l d  rest o n  th e  ple a. A  t r e m e n d o u s  
p l e a d e r  ca n  save an a lm o s t hopeless 
case. M r .  L e s t e r  f o r e s a w  f o r  h i m s e lf  
a g r e a t  t r i u m p h  o f  fo r e n s ic  o r a t o r y .  I t  
w a s l u c k y  o ld J o h n  S a u n d e r s  h a d  h i m  
t o  m a n a g e  this t r i a l !

N e l s e  T h o m a s  sat still in the witness 
b o x .  T h e r e  w e r e  y e t  a n u m b e r  o f  th in gs 
he h a d  com e p r e p a r e d  t o  s u b sta n tia te .

" T h e  w itn e s s  m a y  g o , "  a n n o u n c e d  
J u d g e  G r i n e  a u t o m a t ic a l ly .  J e r r y  w a s  
b l a m e d  little c o m f o r t  to one o f  his o ld 
fr i e n d s  in dis tre s s !

N e l s e  s l o w l y  stepped d o w n  f r o m  the 
w it n e s s  s t a n d ,  a n d  lim p e d  across t o  the 
p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y .

" Y o u n g  f e l l o w ! ”  a n d  his vo ice  
c r a c k e d . H e  s h o o k  his b o n y  old fist at 
th e  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y .  “ I f  y o u ’ ll 
step o u t s id e ,  I ’ ll w h a le  y o u ,  o ld as I  
a m ! W h y ,  y o u  d o g - g o n e d  i n s u l t in g  
p u p ! W l ) y ,  y o u -------- ■"

" O r d e r ! ”  sh o u te d  J u d g e  G r i n e ,  w i t h  
n o  t im e  to  conceal the t w i n k l e  in his 
eye . " T h e  w itn e s s  w i l l  lea ve  the r o o m . ”

“ C o n f o u n d  i t ,  J e r r y -------- ”
" O r d e r !”  a n d  th e  g a v e l  cam e d o w n .
“ A l l  r i g h t , ”  g r u m b l e d  o ld  N e l s e ,  a n d  

sta rte d  to  t u r n ,  b u t  as he d i d  so, he 
c a u g h t  the m o c k i n g  eye o f  the p r o s e ­
c u t in g  a t t o r n e y .  “ Y o u  w h e l p ! ”  he 
h o w l e d ,  a n d ,  w i t h  on e  o f  those s u d d e n  
im p u ls e s  w h i c h  h a d  m a d e  th e  a ffa ir s  o f  
S a n d y  S a u n d e r s  a n d  N e l s e  T h o m a s  so 
in t e r e s t in g  a t  scho o l,  his fist sho t o u t ,  
a n d  c a u g h t  the a sto n ishe d p r o s e c u t in g  
a t t o r n e y  p l u m p  o n  the n o s e ; w h e r e u p o n  
n in e  a t t o r n e y s  p r o m p t l y  w e d g e d  be­
t w e e n .

J u d g e  S r i n e ’ s eyes d a n c e d ,  a n d ,  
th e r e  b e in g  n o  l i v i n g  soul to w a t c h  h i m ,  
since all eyes w e r e  fo c u s e d  e ls e w h e r e ,  
h e  p e r m i t t e d  h i m s e l f  a g r i n  o f  y o u t h ­
f u l  j o y .

“ O r d e r !”  he s h o u t e d ,  e ven a b o v e  the 
h u b b u b  o f  th e  q u i v e r i n g l y  ecstatic 
n e w s p a p e r  m e n .  “ T h e  b a iliffs  w ill  re­
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m o v e  th e  w itn e s s . l i e  is u n d e r  a r re s t  
a n d  is a d m i tt e d  t o  b a i l .”

F o r  th r e e  d a ys  th e  o p p o s i n g  a t t o r ­
neys p le a d e d ,  a n d  p o u n d e d  v i g o r o u s  
fo r e fi n g e r s  o n  tire m i s le a d in g  e n trie s,  
o r  the c o n v i n c in g  e n trie s,  as the case 
m i g h t  be, o f  the o ld ledgers o f  the I n ­
t e r n a tio n a l  Cheese C o m p a n y .  T h e y  
tossed a r o u n d  the o ld h a n k  b o o k s  and 
the b o o k s  o f  the r a ilro a d  c o m p a n y .  A t  
the end o f  tha t p e r i o d ,  J u d g e  ( F i n e  
s u m m e d  u p  the case f o r  th ree s t e a d y ,  
m o n o t o n o u s  h o u r s ,  and in his address 
to the j u r y  the w o r d s  “ re asonable 
d o u b t ”  o c c u r r e d  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  t i m e s !

T h e  w ire le ss o p e r a t o r  w i t h  th e  s tiff  
little p o m p a d o u r  w h i c h  h a d  p u lle d  
creases in his b r o w ,  h u r r i e d  d o w n  to 
the shelter de ck o f  the V ik in g ,  p l o w i n g  
e a s tw a r d  u n d e r  f u l l  s t e a m ! N e l s e  
T h o m a s  ha d j u s t  t h r o w n  a d o u b le  s i x ,  
b u t  he d id  n o t  w a i t  to g l o a t i n g l y  p o i n t  
o u t  to S a n d y  S a u n d e r s  w h e r e  this h a d  
b lo cke d the g a m e . B o t h  o ld m e n  
g ra b b e d  f o r  the messages. T h e y  g o t 
th e  w r o n g  o n e s, b u t  it d id  n o t  m a t t e r .  
B o t h  w e r e  alike.

T h e  wireless o p e r a to r  h a d  n e v e r  b e ­
f o r e  seen t w o  w h i t e - h a i r e d  m e n  s u d ­
d e n ly  shake h a n ds so h a r d ,  w i t h  b o th  
h a n d s ,  a n d  lau gh u n til  t i l l  tears cam e

in to  t h e i r  eyes, a n d  u pse t a  b a c k g a m ­
m o n  b o a r d ,  a n d  g r a b  each o t h e r  a r o u n d  
the w a i s t s ,  a n d  in d u lg e  in a b o y i s h  
w r e s t l i n g  m a t c h ; b u t  th e  w ire le ss o p e r ­
a t o r  w a s  t e m p e r a m e n t a l ,  a n d ,  h a v i n g  
t a k e n  th e  messages, h e  u n d e r s t o o d .

“ Y o u  o ld  s c o u n d r e l !”  c h o k e d  N e l s e  
T h o m a s ,  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  b u m p e d  a gain st 
all the f u r n i t u r e  in t h e ir  breathle ss e f ­
f o r t s  to t h r o w  each o t h e r  ca tc h -a s -  
c a tc h -c a n ,  a n d  h a d  sat d o w n  to  re g a in  
t h e ir  b r e a t h .  N e l s e  h a d  his f o o t  o n  
a c h a ir.  H e  w a s  c r a z y  t o  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  
t h a t  f o o t !

“ Y o u  o l d  r e p r o b a t e ! ”  c o m p l i m e n t e d  
S a n d y ,  a n d  t h e y  b o t h  l a u g h e d  a g a i n ,  
h o l d i n g  t h e i r  sides. " W e l l , ”  S a n d y  
f m a ll y  r e m e m b e r e d ,  “ the first t h i n g  to 
d o  is to  w i r e  the g ir ls .  T h e n  y o u  m a y  
cable y o u r  J o h n  to  r e t u r n  to m y  N e l s e  
t h a t  t w e n t y - e i g h t  m i l l i o n  u n d i v i d e d  s u r ­
p l u s . N e l s e !”  he s u d d e n l y  c h o k e d  w i t h  
his l a u g h t e r ,  a n d  fe ll  i n t o  a lit o f  c o u g h ­
i n g  w i t h  i t ,  a n d  co u ld  n o t  c o n t in u e  f o r  
a f e w  m i n u t e s .  “ D i d  the j o k e  o f  th e  
t h i n g  e v e r  d a w n  o n  y o u ?  Y o u  collected 
t h a t  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  
d o lla rs  b y  m o n t h l y  in s t a l lm e n t s — in  
w i t h h e l d  r e b a t e s !”

T h e  t w o  o ld m e n  w a l k e d  b a c k  p r e s ­
e n t l y  t o  th e  stern r a il ,  a n d  sto o d t h e r e ,  
in silent pe a ce , w a t c h i n g  the sunset.

The Hill Billy, whose exploits have been chronicled 
by William H. Hamby in tbe POPULAR, will reappear 
in the first August number, on sale July 7th. The 
story is entitled "THE HILL BILLY TRIES FOR OFFICE.”

S O M E  L E T T E R ! S O M E  L E T T E R !  
p i I A R L I K  C O N R A D ,  a business m a n  in the n a ti o n a l  c a p ita l ,  e m p l o y e d  a T u r k  

as a s e r v a n t  in his h o u se  a f t e r  h a v i n g  been d i s c o u r a g e d  b y  n u m e r o u s  e x p e r i ­
m e n ts  w i t h  the a v e r a g e  r u n  o f  s e r v a n ts .  T h e  T u r k  w a s  e x c e e d in g l y  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  
a n d  d e v o t e d  his spare tim e  to  th e  s t u d y  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e .

O n e  d a y  C h a r l i e  re ce ive d this le tte r  f r o m  h i m :
D ear S i r : In this little time at today i saw a g ood  positions against me. I am very

far o f  my country hut i not felt that am ong you r fam ily. I can ’t forget this politeness. I 
am very gratefu l hut my m oney w eekly it is not sufficient fo r  me because i pay my room  
and electric car and with rest i can ’t live.

I ask seven and on e-h a lf dollars per w eek o f  the next week. I believe you  will find 
this same lines in my sincere sensation.



Discretionary Powers
B y  F r e d e r i c k  N i v e n

Author o f  “ Lost Cabin Alim\  ”  Etc.

His clothes hung on him as clothes hang on a peg; he had a w eary manner; 
even his mustache looked w eary, drooping dismally on either side and half over 
his mouth; but let no man w ho hasn’ t seen Smith in action call him a slouch

1 ' X  the (lavs o f  o u r  y o u t h !  g e n e r a l ' ; , . 
|  d o  w e  l o v e  thesis n a r r a t iv e s  in w h ic h  

■SL the q u ie t ,  u n a s s u m i n g ,  a lm o st d e li­
c a t e - lo o k i n g  m a n ,  r o u g h l y  ha n d le d  

by u ) w i l y ,  w h i p s  o f f  his coat,  disclos­
ing th e  a r m s  o f  an A p o l l o ,  a n d w ad es 
in to  his t o r m e n t o r — m u t i n g  h i m  f r o m  
the field b e fo r e  on e  co u ld say “ J a c k  
] ' o b i n s o n . ’ ’ W i t h  g a t h e r i n g  ye a rs the re  
is a t e n d e n c y  to be skeptical or. such 
stories.  A t  least w e  h e a r  t h e m  w i t h  
some touch o f  sk e p tic ism .

lin t h e a rk e n  to  tlie tale o f  th e  m c a s ly -  
J ijo k in g  little p e r s o n  w h o  a rre ste d the 
shellback, the m u l a t t o ,  a n d  the t w o  
coons w h o  raise* 1 1 lades on V a n  H o r e n 's  
Is l a n d  o f f  the coast o f  the Pacific p r o v ­
ince.

l i e  w a s , in d e e d ,  m e a s ly  l o o k i n g .  H i s  
(lo llie s h u n g  o n  h i m  as clothes h a n g  
on a n ail— f o r  w e st o f  the R o c k i e s  there 
is no g a y  red tu n ic on the s w e llin g  to rso  
o f  tlie p o lic e m a n , n o  s m a rt c a v a l r y  pants 
add g r a n d e u r  t o  his strid e. H e  is o f t e n  
so little in e vidence that: p e r s o n s  ha ve  
been k n o w n  s u d d e n l y  to sit u p  in t h e ir  
cha irs,  in T>. C , — a f t e r  h a v i n g  passed 
.across lire plains an d seen the re d coat 
d o t t i n g  t h e m , e x c l a i m i n g :  “ T s a y !  Y o u  
h a v e  n o  police h e r e ! "

F a r  be it f r o m  me to say t h a t  all 
the p r o v i n c ia l  police are o u t  o f  th e  r u n ­
n i n g  w h e n  so me one is w a n t e d  to  pose 
as the B l a c k s m i t h  in a tab le a u  o f  L o n g ­
f e l l o w ’ s celebrated p o e m ;  a n d  y e t —  
h e a r k e n  t o  the tale o f  one o f  t h e m , a

m a n  n o t  u n i q u e ;  n a y ,  r a t h e r  a m e r e  
u n it  o l  ti t y p e .

O f  his clothes I  h a v e  m a d e  m e n t i o n .  
A s  to the. m a n  w h o  w o r e  these clothes 
— he h a d  a w e a r y  m a n n e r .  E v e n  his 
m u s t a c h e  lo o k e d  w e a r y ,  d r o o p i n g  dis­
m a l l y  o n  e ith e r  side a n d  h a l f  o v e r  his 
m o u t h .  F r o m  each cheek t o n e ,  d o w n ­
w a r d  a lm o s t  to the c h i n ,  w a s  a su n k e n  
line. H e  h a d  a slight sto o p . H i s  u t ­
te ra n c e  was so d r a w l i n g  a n d  careless 
t h a t  one w a s  at a loss to k n o w  w h e t h e r  
he w e re  d r u n k  o r  sober.

S e e  h i m  in c o n v e r s a ti o n  w it h  a m a n  
n o t  used to h i m ,  an d t h e y  m a d e  a 
.quaint t w o s o m e . S m i t h ,  the m e a g e r  
o n e — that w a s  his m e a g e r  n a m e — w o u l d  
he m u m b l i n g  a n d  d r a w l i n g ,  the o t h e r  
m a n  c o n s t a n t l y  r e p e a t i n g :  “ W h a t ?
W h a t ? "  o r  “ I  beg t o u r  p a r d o n ? "  o r .  
“ H o w ? "  a c c o r d in g  to his m a n n e r s .

S u c h  people w h o  b i d  n o t  l o o k  i n t o  
S m i t h ' s  g r a y  eyes w e r e  so m e tim e s a pt 
t o  t h i n k  t h e y  h a d  been t a l k i n g  to a 
" n o - a c c o u n t "  p e rso n . T h a t  w a s  t h e ir  
m i s t a k e .  T h e  a v e r a g e  c o m m e r c ia l  trav-* 
eier w o u l d  h a v e  dism issed h i m  at a 
glance as a h o l m ,  o r  t r ie d  to p a t r o n i z e  
h i m  a n d  d r a w  hum o u t  as a “ c h a r ­
a c t e r . ’ ’

See h i m  a m o n g  his f r i e n d s ,  t a l k i n g ,  
a n d  y o u  m i g h t  w e ll  i m a g in e  t h a t  he 
w as a h y p o c h o n d r i a c  g i v i n g  f u l l  details 
o f  his fired fe e lin g  to th e  lis te n in g  a n d 
s y m p a t h e t ic  g r o u p .  A n d  in all p r o b a ­
b i li t y  he w o u l d  r e ally  be t r y i n g  to  tell
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t h e m , seeing t h e y  w e r e  k e e n l y  a n x i o u s  
f o r  details, h o w  he a r re s te d  L a r r y ,  the 
h o l d u p  m a n ,  o r  h o w  he t o o k  d o w n  t o  
\  ictoria the B u g h o u s e  R e m i t t a n c e  M a n ,  
w h o ,  a f t e r  a final j a m b o r e e ,  r a n  n u d e  
in the w o o d s .  H e  h a d  a f u n n y  little 
lau gh in his chest in the m i d s t  o f  his 
n a r r a t io n s  o f  such episodes, a la u g h  
h a l f  a p o lo g e tic ,  h a l f  r e lish in g . B u t ,  i n ­
d e e d, he w as n o  g r e a t t a l k e r .  O f t e n ,  
w h e n  he ha d been g o t  t o  begin a y a r n ,  
he w o u l d  s u d d e n l y  let it l iz z i e  o u t ,  slip 
a tire d o a th  in to  the p r e l i m i n a r y  a n d  
w h e t t i n g  sentences, a n d  declare h i m s e l f  
to o  tire d to go o n . H e  lo o k e d  it. H e  
g e n e r a lly  lo o k e d  it— b o r e d  s t i f f ; th a t is, 
unless y o u  h e a rd his d e e p , c h u c k l in g  
l a u g h ,  o r  ca u ght the t w i n k l e  o f  his  
eye.

l i e  lo o k e d  ju s t  a- usual o n  th e  d a y  
th a t this y a r n  b e gin s, sittin g  o n  a tree 
s t u m p  a n d  cleaning his pipe as i f  he 
h a d  all tim e  to  d o  it in — the tree s l u m p  
in qu e stio n  be in g  on e  o f  m a n y  in the 
u n b u il t  lots o f  S i m p s o n  I n l e t .  I t  w a s  
a d a y  f o r  l o t u s - e a t i n g ; the k i n d  o f  
d a y  w h e n  w e ff- c o a s l  m e n  feel t h a t  
s o m e t h in g  is to be -aid f o r  a lan d w h e r e  
fo o d  fa lls in the m o u t h  out o f  trees i n ­
stead o f  h a v i n g  to be w o r k e d  f o r ,  

l i m i t e d  f o r ,  o r  even fished f o r .  I t  w a s  
q u ite  e a rly in the m o r n i n g ,  but it  w a s  
a l r e a d y  p r o m i s i n g  a stifling d a v  u p  the 
in le t .  O n l y  w h e n  a sea bre e ze  f a n n e d  
w o u l d  it be to le rable.

S u d d e n l y  S m i t h  sat u p ,  a little less 
h u m p e d  o n  his tree s t u m p ,  an d s a i d :  
" S a v !  T h e y ' r e  p a d d l i n '  some. I t ’ s a  
w o n d e r  to m e th e y d o n ' t  s k im  o u t ! ’’

T h o s e  w h o  h e a rd  lo o k e d  a lo n g  the 
inlet,  an d n o te d  a l o n g  d a r k  s t r e a k ,  
a n d  a m u c h  l o n g e r  w h it e  s t r e a k ,  in 
the m i d s t  o f  the reflections o f  t i m ­
be re d m o u n t a i n .  T h e  canoe an d its 
w a k e  b r o k e  u p  the still reflections i n t o  
a t h o u s a n d — in to  t h o u s a n d s — o f  little 
pieces o f  w a g g l i n g ,  w a v e r i n g  p o r t io n s  
o f  m o u n t a i n ,  agitate d rip p le s. A n d  in 
a  m i n u t e  o r  t w o  the l o n g  ca n o e, tha t

h a d  once been a c e d a r ,  w a s  s h o o t in g  f o r  
the b e a c h ,  a n d  the s ix  sq u a t effigies in 
it w e r e  p u t t i n g  o n  th e  b r a k e  w i t h  t h e ir  
p a d d le s.

T h e  e ffigy in the b o w  g o t  o u t  a n d  
shuffled u p  the beach. O t h e r  m e n  ha d 
co m e  o u t  o f  the houses a lo n g  shore 
a n d  w e r e  in  e v id e n c e ,  b u t  the I n d i a n  
— th a t is, i f  he w a s  a n  I n d i a n ;  some 
o f  the coast tribes seem h a l f  M o n g o ­
l ia n — m a d e  s tr a ig h t f o r  S m i t h .  S m i t h  
b l in k e d  at h i m ,  a n d  w e n t  o n  cle an in g 
his p ip e . H e  came close. T h e  least 
i n t e r e s t e d - l o o k in g  m a n  o n  the beach 
w a s  S m i t h .  W h e n  the S i w a s h  sto p p e d  
beside h i m  he lo o k e d  u p  q u i z z i c a l l y .  
T h e  S i w a s h  b e ga n  to m a k e  a clic k in g  
an d c l u c k in g  s o u n d ,  m u c h  like t h a t  
s o u n d  p r o d u c e d  w h e n  k n e a d i n g  d o u g h  
— o r  m i x i n g  p u t t y .  O n e  u n d e r s t a n d s  
w h a t  is m e a n t  b y  g u t t u r a l  speech w h e n  
on e  h e a r k e n s  to  this c o a s t T n d i a n .  O n e  
e x o n e r a t e s  G e r m a n  t h e n .  G e r m a n y  is 
nasal b y  c o m p a r is o n .

E v e r y  n o w  a n d  th e n  S m i t h  m u r ­
m u r e d  a s w e a r  w o r d ,  as one m i g h t  s a y :  
" Q u i t e  s o .”  T h a t  w a s  w h a t  lie m e a n t .  
B u t  the s w e a r ,  in a g e n tle ,  a sto n ishe d 
i n t o n a t i o n ,  ca m e  easier. T h e n  lie 
clic ked a n d  c l u c k e d ,  a n d  m a d e  a f e w  
noises as o f  s u ffo c a t io n  a n d  s t r a n g u l a ­
t i o n ,  l o o k i n g  u p  at the S i w a s h .  T h e  
I n d i a n ' s  fa ce cle a r e d ,  an d he re p lie d . 
S m i t h  g a v e  a little e le v a tio n  o f  his 
b r o w s ,  a little n o d ,  a n d  rose, p u t t i n g  
his p ip e  in his p o c k e t ,  a n d  k e e p i n g  his 
h a n d  in  w i t h  it— a sort o f  l a b o r - s a v i n g  
d e v ic e ,  o r  so it se emed— a n d  w e n t  eas­
i ly  u p  the shingle t o  a shack a m o n g  
th e  s t u m p s .

H e  cam e o u t  p r e s e n t l y ,  h a n d s  still 
in ja c k e t  p o c k e t s ,  b u t  u n d e r  one a r m  
w as a rifle c o m f o r t a b l y  t u c k e d ,  b u t t  u p ,  
b a r r e l  p o i n t i n g  to  the e a rth  a f o o t  
a h e a d  o f  h i m .  H e  h a d  p u t  o n  a c a r ­
t r id g e  belt. H e  still l o o k e d  s h a b b y  an d 
seedy g e n e r a l l y .  H e  m i g h t  h a v e  been 
g o i n g  f o r t h  t o  c o m m i t  suic ide, l e a v i n g  
b e h i n d  h i m  a n o t e :  ‘ ‘ F e d  u p — b o r e d
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stif f . T i r e d  o f  l i f e ! "  o r  s o m e t h i n g  like 
th a t.

T h e  hotel k e e p e r ,  l o o k i n g  a t  h i m  
w a n d e r i n g  d o w n  th e  b e a c h ,  s h o u te d  o u t :  
“ Y o u  a i n ’ t c h a n g e d  y o u r  shoes. S m i t h .  
Y o u  a i n ’ t g o i n '  in l it e m -------- ’ ’

“ A n y  o ld  t il in g  w ill  d o , ”  S m i t h  a n ­
s w e r e d  s a dly. H i s  r e s p o n s e  m a d e  the 
m e n  smile. U p  til! the n  t h e y  h a d  n o t  
s m ile d ,  f o r  titan}' o f  i t e m  u n d e r s t o o d ,  
i f  n o t  all o f  it, at least the gist o f  the 
clu n k in g  a n d s tr a n g l i n g . A n d  it was
prettV' t o u g h :  to  w i t - —a w h i s k y - s m u g -
g i in g  boat had been v-,urecke 1, the o w n e r
a n d  s k ip p e r  d r o w n e d . the f o u r  - seamen
— o r  to u g h s tha t ha 1 h e lp e d  t h e m —
alone s u r v i v e d .  A n d these f o u r  to u g h s
w e r e  r a is in g  H a d e - cm V a n  D o r c n ’ s
I s l a n d  w i t h  the u h c f o  cargo o f  the
w r e c k e d  .-loop.

" D o n ’t _vou w a n t  an y b o u y  a l o n g  w i t h
y o u  ?" hailed live faeav} ■weight c h a m p i o n
o f  the pla.ee, a mar. c o u ld  l i f t  trees.
h r ;  w a s — a l a s ! — a b y 1 -

' A  S h a t  f o r ? ”  asked S m i t h .  " I  a i n ' t
g o i i i ’ o u t  w e ig h t  I n f i r • u- r*t5 *

T h e  b u l l y  d e t e r m in e ■di to p ic k a q u a r -
re! w i t h  the mem win. t sm ile d b r o a d e s t
o v e r  this r e spo n se , bt.it f r o z e  'up tern-
p- w a r i l y .  J u s t  as he v ad I to the can oe.
an d w a s  r e a d y  to -tc p in . S m i t h  s m i ­
d e n l v  catted to the ho te! k e e p e r :

" T c i m !"
"  Y a p ? "
" T o o k  a f t e r  t h e m  p u p s - o f  m i n e ,  w ill

y o u  ?"
" S u r e . "
T h a t  w as all. i f S m i t h  w a n t e d  a

d e p u t y  he w o u l d  a d : f o r  o n e . N o ­
b o d y  need o i l e r  h i m - e lf .

A w a y  t h e y  w e n t ,  the canoe le a v i n g
a l o n g - c u t  rip ple like a w h i t e  fe a t h e r
be h in d  it. F r o m  the sh ore S m i t h  co u ld
he espied t u c k i n g  his head d o w n ,  hold.-
i n g  u p  his coat in f r o n t  w i t h  his l e f t  
h a n d ,  sh ie ld in g  a m a t c h  in his r i g h t ,  
l i g h t i n g  a fr e s h  cig a r.  H i s  head came 
u p .  A  fl u tt e r  o f  s m o k e  w h i r l e d  b a c k ­
w a r d .  T h e  s ix  effigies d u g  in to  the 
w a t e r  w i t h  t h e ir  padd les.

T h e r e  is, t o - d a y ,  a s a w m il l  o n  V a n  
D o r a ' s  I s l a n d .  T u t  it w a s  o n l y  p u t  
u p  this y e a r .  T h e y  are t a k i n g  the “ big 
s tic k s "  o u t  o f  the place, b u t  even till 
a y e a r  a g o  it w as as w h e n  S m i t h  d r e w  
close to it o n  the late a f t e r n o o n  o f  the 
d a y  o n  w h ic h  he to ld  the hotel p r o p r i e ­
t o r  to l o o k  a f t e r  the p u p s .  T r u e —-
‘ ‘a n y  o ld t h i n g  w o u l d  d o . "  A n d  the 
d r ie d  sa lm o n  o f  his c a n o e m e n  w a s  p a l ­
atal ile a n d  filled the p u r p o s e  in te n d e d  
o f  f o o d  in the m i n d  o f  such m e n  as 
S m i t h .  T h a t  the pa n g s o f  h u n g e r  be 
a lla y e d  w as all he a s k e d ; a n d  he h a d  
a p o c k e t f u l  o f  cigars.

T h e r e  w a s  n o  necessity t o  tell the 
I n d i a n s  to m a k e  tim e . T h e y  w e r e  m a k ­
i n g  it as o n l y  Indian.- , c o u ld — s ix  ‘ ■‘ p r o ­
g r e s s iv e s "  f r o m  a villa g e  n o t  v e r y  s a v ­
o r y  o f  r e p u t a t i o n ,  b u t r e p u t e d  r a th e r  f o r  
d e b a u c h e r y  t h a n  f o r  belligerence. T h e y  
t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  ever}- c u r r e n t  th a t 
co u ld  he ta k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f .  E v e n  
S m i t h ’ s eyes g a v e  a j u m p  o f  the a d ­
v e n t u r e r ’ s delig ht n o w  a n d  th e n .

T h e y  w e r e  o n  the inside— e astern 
sh o re — o f  the i s l a n d :  c o n se qu e n tly , ,  h u g ­
g i n g  the l a n d ,  t h e y  w e r e  in g l o o m  n o w ,  
u n d e r  the s h a d o w  o f  V a n  i ><>- en— w it h  
n o t a s o u n d  h u t the occasional b a r k  o f  
a seal, o r  u p  in the th ic k  w o o d s  th a t 
g l o o m e d  d o w n  o n  th e m  the c a w i n g  o f  
c r o w s ,  o r  a n g r y  scream o f  b a l d - h e a d e d  
eagle.-, o r  f a l l i n g  o f  so me o id tree in 
the f o r e s t .  I t  w as too late. S m i t h  c o n ­
sid e r e d ,  to see tiis sights o f  a rifle f a i r l y .  
M i s t s  began to creep across the w a t e r .  
O n e  o f  the I n d ia n .-  t o o k  a lit o f  c o u g h ­
i n g  a n d  spat o v e r  the side. S m i t h  
lo o k e d  at his ha ck a n d c o n s i d e r e d : 
‘ ‘ A n o t h e r  c o n s u m p t i v e ! " — a n d  r u m i ­
n a t e d - o v e r  the p r o s  an d cons o f  c i v i li ­
z a t i o n  a n d  s a v a g e r y ,  o n  th e  curses a n d  
blessings o f  each.

S u d d e n l y  the I n d i a n s  steadied all , a n d 
s w e p t  th e ir  ce da r o u t  o f  the c u r r e n t  a n d  
f a r t h e r  in s h o r e ,  w h e r e  a ga sh o f  an

I I .
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inle t r a n  a w a y  b a c k w a r d  f r o m  the 
s o u n d .

A n d  as t h e y  d i d  so th e re  cam e o v e r  
the w a t e r  a s h r ie k in g  a n d  y e l li n g . T h e  
p a d d le r s  t u r n e d  an d lo o k e d  at the lone 
figure in the ste r n . F o r  the m se lve s 
t h e y  w e r e  scared. W a s  S m i t h  scared ? 
l i e  w as s m o k i n g ,  t h e y  n o tic e d ,  s m o k i n g  
his c ig a r ,  th e  b u t t  e n d — the c h e w e d ,  the 
f r a y e d  final o f  i t — a n d  he w a s  s m o k i n g  
it w i t h  d i ff i c u lt y ,  as i f  lie w a s  h a r d  u p .  
g o i n g  shy o n  cig a r s .  E v e r y  d r a w  tha t 
lie t o o k  i l l u m i n a t e d  the p a l m ,  a n d  the 
reflected lig h t f r o m  th e  h a n d  sm o ld e re d  
a n d w a n e d  o n  his fa ce . I t  w as the face 
o f  a m a n  disin te re ste d. T h e  p a d d le r s  
w e r e  re assu re d. T h e  shrie ks h a d  n o  
effect o n  the m a n  t h e y  h a d  b r o u g h t —  
th e y b e in g  c i v i li z e d ,  a n d  d o n ' t  y o u  f o r ­
get it— t o  quell  the t r o u b l e — j u s t  as the 
E a s t e r n  l a w - a b i d i n g  citize n  b l o w s  a 
w h istle  f o r  the p o lic e m a n  w h e n  tro u b le  
visits  his resid ential area.

I n  the inlet it w a s  d a r k e r  still. A  
h a il  came to  t h e m  f r o m  the l u g u b r i o u s ,  
j ia.-hy s h o re .

“ T h a t  y o u ,  S m i t h  ?”
S m i t h  lo o k e d  shoreward-.
“ T h a t  C l a l l i d g e , ”  said o n e  o f  the g u t ­

t u ra l  p a d d le rs .
“ H e l l o ,  t 1."r i d g e !"  called S m i t h ,  an d 

bade the c a n o c m e n  pull in s h o re . T h e y  
s w e p t the canoe alo n gside  C l a r i d g e ’ s 
pathetic little j e t t y  o f  lashed trees. 
F r o m  f a r t h e r  u p  the inlet th e  yells w e r e  
fe a r s o m e  a n d  d is g u s tin g .

“ T h e y  seem to  be w h o o p i n g  it u p  
h e r e , ”  said S m i t h ,  s tr e tc h in g  u p  a n d  
t a k i n g  C l a r i d g c ' s  h a n d .

“ B y  h e c k ! Y o u ’ re w a n t e d  all r i g h t , ”  
C l a r i d g e  a n s w e r e d .

T h e  I n d i a n s  l o u n g e d  d o w n  listless o n  
the in s ta n t.  T h e y  lo o k e d  like effigies 
f o r  t h e ir  o w n  t o t e m  poles, b u t  t h e y  h a d  
been at it f o r  t w e l v e  h o u r s ,  h a v i n g  
started o u t  this m o r n i n g  in the m o r n i n g  
m i s t ,  at f o u r  a. m . ,  a n d  p a d d le d  till  the 
m ist o f  late a f t e r n o o n .

“ C o u l d n ’ t h a v e  co m e  q u ic k e r  o n  a 
c r u is e r ,”  S m i t h  r e m a r k e d  as he c l a m ­

be re d u p  the se a w e e d y  a n d  s l ip p e r y  
logs. “ H o w  is she s t a c k in ’ u p ? ”

“ S e a r c h  m e !  E m  k e e p i n g  close. I ' v e  
g o t  a b la m e  arsenal r e a d y  f o r  t h e m  i f  
t h e y  come a r o u n d  to  r u s h  m e . I  trie d  
to .-top. it the d a y  b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y .  I  
t r ie d  a g a in  y e s t e r d a y ,  a n d  t h e y  t o ld  me 
t h e y  w o u l d  p l u g  m e  i f  I  d i d n 't  pu ll  o u t .  
a n d ,  b y  h e c k !  t h e y  cam e o v e r  to t r y  a n d 
ru sh  m y  store. I  sto o d t h e m  o f f  all 
r i g h t .  W e ’ re like  t h a t  n o w — I  g o t to 
keep o u t  o f  the v i ll a g e  a n d  not b u t t  
in to  t h e ir  s l o p p i n g  o u t  the l i q u o r ;  an d 
t h e y  g o t to ke e p a r o u n d  th e  b e n d  o f  
th e  ro cks the re  o r  I  d r a w  a be a d o n  
t h e m . "

“ T h e  S i  w a s h e s ? ”
“ X q j  t h e y  a i n ' t  h u n t i n g  f o r  m e — y e t .  

T h e y ' r e  all r i g h t .  E v e n  i f  t h e y  d i d ,  I  
g o t  some fr i e n d s .  T h e  w h i s k y  m e n .  I  
m e a n .  I  g u e s s  y o u  g o t  to  c o m m e n d  m e  
f o r  n o t g o i n g  d o w n  a n d  p i c k i n g  t h e m  
o f f ,  a n y h o w ,  so as to m a k e  sure o f  
t h e m . "

S m i t h  l a u g h e d  in his chest.
“ C o u l d  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  t h a t ? "  he 

a ske d .
" E a s y .  T h e y  g o t fires a - g o i n g  in the 

o p e n . Y o u  can g o  a r o u n d  the b e n d  
th e re  a n d  r u b b e r n e c k  at th e  p o t l a t c h ,  
a n d t h e m  n e v e r  see y o u . "

" G u e s s  I ’ ll h i k e  o v e r , "  said S m i t h .
“ W e l l ,  j u s t  w a i t  a m i n u t e  till I get 

m y  a r g u m e n t ,  a n d  I ’m  w i t h  y o u . "
“ I  d o n ’ t w a n t  y o u ,  J i m .  Y o u  stay 

r i g h t  h e r e ."
“ Y o u ' l l  get n o  b a c k i n g  o v e r  at the 

v i lla g e  n o w , "  sa id J i m .  " G u e s s  these 
s i x  a rc h a l f  r e g r e t t i n g  t h e y  d i d n ' t  stay 
a lo n g  a n d  h a v e  a s h a r e ,”  he a d d e d ,  in 
a l o w e r  v o ic e ,  “ instead o f  p u l l i n g  o u t  
f o r  y o u .  J u s t  w a i t  till  I  get m y  p a ci­
f i e r .”

" I  t o ld  y o u  a l r e a d y , ”  g r u m b l e d  S m i t h ,  
“ th a t I  w a s  g o i n g  o v e r  m y s e l f .  I  a m  
liable t o  w a n t  a re se rve  b e h i n d  m e . 
Y o u  co m e  w h e n  y o u  h e a r  m e  h o l ­
l e r " — he p a u s e d — “ i f  y o u  d o n ' t  m i n d , ”  
he finis hed g e n t ly .

A n d  a w a y  he w e n t  u p  th e  inlet side,
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in the g a t h e r i n g  d a r k n e s s ,  to the b e n d — • 
a n d  the re  a ra dia n ce  as o f  b o n f i r e -  was 
ahead o f  h i m . l i e  g r u n t e d  to h i m s e lf  
all the w a y .  little g r u n t s  like  a m a n  
a g g r ie v e d . T h i s  w e  k n o w  f r o m  L ' l a r -  
id g e , w h o  f o l l o w e d  h i m  .stealthily in 
the re a r .  B u t  p r o b a b l y  he w a s g r u n t ­
i n g  o n l y  because h e  w a s  a g g r ie v e d  at 
C l a r i d g e  f o l l o w i n g  h i m . tho u g h ' C l a r i d g e  
n e v e r  seemed to t h i n k  t h a t ,  a n d  l o o k e d  
at me in in d ig n a t io n  w h e n  I  su ggested 
t h a t  reason to  h i m . Y e t  he a d m its  th a t 
s u d d e n l y  S m i t h  w h e e le d ,  came d ir e c t ly  
i 1 Ids ha c k  t r a c k s ,  a n d  sai I :

" J  a i n ’ t y o u  rlo it. J i m .  D o n ' t  emu 
t r a c k  m e  u p .  1 f a n y t h i n g  w e n t  w r o n g  
w e  w a n t  y o u  left  b e h in d  to g o  ahead 
w i t h  th e m  s i x  fe lle rs. Y o u  d o n ' t  seem 
to u n d e r s t a n d ,  J i m ,  t h a t ,  b y  h e c k ! these 
w h i s k y  fe lle rs— h e re  Slave— j u s t — g o t — - 
t o — he — take n  !"

A n d ,  le a v in g  J i m  t o  m a k e  o u t the line, 
o f  his a r g u m e n t ,  o f f  he w e n t  a g a i n ,  a n d  
the - l i a d o w  o f  I n -  figure w a s  w h e lm e d  
u r n —a f t e r  h a v i n g  s h o w n  a second o r  
t w o  against the ra d ia n c e  o f  the f a r t h e r  
J ires—-in the b la ck r o o d s  th a t in those 
d a y s  stre tch ed d o w n  to the cape.

M o t  f o r  q u ite  som e tim e  did t fia r id g e  
v e n t u r e  to f o l l o w ,  .and the n  d i d  so o n  
Ids sto m ach till lie co u ld l o o k  d o w n  into  
the r e v e l in g  v i l l a g e ;  a n d  beside h i m  
c r a w l e d  f o u r  o f  tiie s ix  p a dd le r.- ,  th e  
o t h e r  t w o — .after m a k i n g  f a s t — h a v i n g  
curbed d o w n  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  t o  sleet). 
A n d ,  t h o u g h  he co u ld see the villa g e ,  
a n d  the scene o f  the o r g y ,  it seemed 
ages b e fo r e  a n y t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .

I I I .

S m i t h  s u r v e y e d  th e  scene, a n d  th e n  
t h r e w  a w a y  his cigar. I n  the fo re sts 
o f  V a n  D o r e n ’ s I s l a n d  th in g s  are d i f ­
fe r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  t h e y  are in the f o r ­
ests o f  the R o c k i e s  a n d  S e l k i r k s .  Y o u  
can t h r o w  a w a y  a cigar e nd h e re  in 
m i d s u m m e r ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  w ill  h a p p e n . 
I t  d r o p p e d  o n  m oss a n d  e m itte d  a l o n g ,  
d y i n g  hiss.

S m i t h  c o u ld  j o i n  in a p o t la t c h  w i t h  
a n y b o d y .  l i e  c o u ld ,  w h e n  occasion w as 
p r e - s i n g ,  “ celeb rate ”  h i m s e l f .  B u t  
n e v e r  d id  he “ celeb rate ”  to such afi e x ­
t e n t th a t he c o u ld  n o t  be m a d e  a n  e x ­
a m p l e  o f  u p r ig h tn e s s ,  fa ile d  to see the 
s ight o f  Iff- g u n ,  o r — i f  a call c a m e —  
w as u n a b le  to  r e s p o n d  a n d  g o  f o r t h  a n d  
ha le  h o m e  t o  in c a r c e r a tio n  a n d  tria l  
w h o e v e r ,  be he w h it e  m a n ,  o r  r e d  m a n ,  
o r  y e l l o w  m a n .  h a d  tran sg re sse d  the 
l a w s . T h e  sight he beheld n o w  w a s  
d i s g u s t in g . B y  h e c k , it w a s !  H e  w a s 
a son o f  a g u n  i f  this here villa g e  
s h o u l d n 't  be p h o t o g r a p h e d  a n d  p u t  u p o n  
the l a m e r n  slide, a n d  l a n t e r n  screen, o f  
e v e r y  t e m p e r a n c e  a g i t a t o r  in A m e r i c a !

I t  o f f e n d e d  his sense o f  the u p r i g h t ­
ness o f  h u m a n i t y .  A s  f o r  t h e m  t w o  
c o o n - — h i m  l e a n in g  a gain st the tree b e ­
side the o t h e r  t h a t  w a s la d li n g  the 
b o o z e ,  lo o k e d  as i f  he w as i m i t a t i n g  a 
C h i c a g o  cop. S i x  f o o t  t w o ,  he guessed. 
T h e  o t h e r  fe l lo w  a g o o d  m a t c h .  H e  
s u d d e n l y  c h u c k le d  to h i m s e l f .  H e  
g u e s - e d  t h a t  i f  lie to ted t h e m  clown to  
S i m n - o n  I n l e t  he c o u ld  sta rt  a side 
s h o w  a n d  p a i n t  o y e r  the d o o r  “ T h e  
Alabama Glauis, conic in am i h a v e  a 
l o o k ! ”  1 le -would h a v e  to  raise the r o o f  
o f  his s h a ck, b y  h e c k !

T h e  S i  washes an d C l a r i d g e  said th e re  
w e r e  f o u r  o f  t h e m — a w h i t e  m a n ,  a 
h a lf- c a s t e ,  as w ell- as the t w o  n ig g e r s . 
M a y b e  th e  o t h e r  t w o  w e r e  d e a d . T h e s e  
S i w ash es l y i n g  a b o u t  d r u n k  b e f o r e  t h e ir  
d o o r s — w o r e  t h e y  dead f o r  su r e ,  o r  dead 
d r u n k ?  T h e  fires flic k e re d  a n d  flared., 
a n d  the lig h t  r a n  u p  a n d  d o w n  the tree 
s e n s .  I t  w a s  a  w o n d e r  the I n d i a n s  
w e r e  n o t  ail scared o f  the h o o d o o s  c o m ­
i n g  o u t  o f  the w o o d s  a n d  s u c k i n g  t h e ir  
l i f e b l o o d  w h ile  t h e y  la y  a r o u n d  t h a t  
w a y .  N e v e r  h u n t e d  in t h e i r  o w n  w o o d s ,  
t h e m  S i  w a s h e s ; scared of h o o d o o s ; 
o n l y  fished in tiie creeks a n d  in the in ­
lets. N o w - — the re  w a s  a w aste  of go o d  
l i q u o r ,  S m i t h  t h o u g h t ,  as he sa w  one of 
t h e  coons r u s h  a f t e r  an I n d i a n  w h o  ran 
about Crazed a n d  s c r e a m in g ,  a n d  deluge
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the r e t r e a t in g  b a c k  w i t h  a p a i l f u l  o f  
w h i s k y  as i f  it h a d  been w a t e r .  H e  
re cko n e d  t h e r e  c o u l d n ’ t be m u c h  l e f t ,  
o r  th e  sloop w a s  sure lo a d e d  h e a v y .

W h e r e  w e r e  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  fe l l o w s ?  
H e  m u s t  locate t h e m  all b e f o r e  he  
starte d in to  a r re s t— j u s t  in case o f  b e ­
in g  t a k e n  in  the r e a r b y  o n e  o f  t h e m . 
A w a y  t h r o u g h  the b u s h  he  w e n t ,  f r o m  
tree to tr e e ,  till  he  w a s  a t  the e n d  o f  
the straggle  o f  houses t h a t  c o n s titu te d  
the v illa g e . T h e y  w e r e  n o t  th e  o ld  solid 
s tyle ,  bu t p o o r  i m it a ti o n s  o f  th e  w h i t e  
m a n ’ s sha ck. H e  l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  c h in ks 
in o n e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  r e t ir e d  f r o m  
one a f t e r  a n o t h e r  t h i n k i n g  o f  the t e m ­
p e ra n ce  le c tu r e r .  O n e  s c r e a m in g  d e ­
bauchee ru sh e d r o u n d  the gable o f  a 
house a n d  a lm o s t collided w i t h  h i m ,  
leaped asid e, yelled a g a i n ,  a n d  fled to  
the w o o d s .

T h e  n e x t  sha ck o ffe r e d  n o  peepho le s. 
S m i t h  sto o d  a n d  b it  his ra g g e d  m u s ­
tache in t h o u g h t ,  t h e n  slouched r o u n d  
t o  the f r o n t ,  slouched o n ,  slou che d to  
the d o o r ,  all h u d d l e d  a n d  i m i t a t i n g  the 
u n c e r ta in  steps o f  one f a r  g o n e  u n d e r  
the influ ence o f  w h i s k y ,  o r  a m m o n i a  
a n d  blu e sto n e  w a t e r — the c o n co ctio n  o f  
p o is o n  t h a t  is g e n e r a l l y  b r o u g h t  u p  in 
the s m u g g l in g  bo a ts. H e  cam e t o  th e  
d o o r .  H e  lu r c h e d  i n ,  a n d ,  o n  the i n ­
s tan t,  in a h a r d  a n d  d e t e r m in e d  v o ic e ,  
he s a i d :  “ N o w  y o u — d o n 't  y o u  let a 
c o u g h  o u t  o f  y o u ,  o r  y o u r  n a m e  is 
D e n n i s . ’ ’

H e  ha d treed o n e  o f  the m e n  he 
w a n t e d .  A n d  he t h r u s t  his lea n , t ir e d  
face close to th e  b lo ate d  cheeks o f  the 
ha lf-c a s te  o f  w h o m  he h a d  been t o ld .

" W h o  a r c  y o u ? "  said the h a l f - b r e e d .
" M e ?  D m  the .man th a t w i l l  b l o w  

the t o p  o f  y o u r  head o f f  i f  y o u  sn e e ze , 
b y  h e c k !  Y o u  s a v v y ?  I ’m  the m a n  
y o u  g o t t o  o b e y . I ' v e  g o t the s k ip p e r  
o u t o f  N o v a  S c o t ia  skin n e d in the w a y  
o f  b u s t i n ’ the eg o  o u t  o f  y o u  i f  y o u  
d o n ’ t d o  j u s t  w h a t  I  tell y o u . "

“ W h a t  y o u  w a n t ? ”
“ W h a t  d o  /  w a n t ?  W h a t  d o  y o u

w a n t ,  y o u  m e a n .  D o  y o u  w a n t  a l o n g  
stretch o r  a s h o r t  o n e ?  I f  y o u  sta n d  
b y  m e  a n d  d o  w h a t  I  tell y o u  I ' l l  spe a k 
u p  f o r  y o u .  S a v v y ?  I ' l l  say t o  the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s : ‘ T h i s  m a n  h e re  seems 
t o  h a v e  been led a w a y  b y  th e  o th e r s .  
S o  f a r  as I  co u ld  see he  w a s n ’ t t a k i n g  
p a r t  in th e  t r o u b l e . ’ S a v v y ? "

“ Y o u ’ re a p o l i c e m a n ? ”
" I  a m .  I ' m  the p o l ic e m a n  t h a t ’ s g o ­

i n g  to t a k e  y o u  s h i p w r e c k e d  m a r i n e r s  
d o w n  to S i m p s o n  I n l e t ,  w r i t e  o u t  m y  
c h a r g e ,  a n d  sh o v e  y o u  d o w n  to  the 
island in n o  t im e .  A n d  I ’m  g i v i n g  y o u  
a chance. I ' l l  sp e a k  f o r  y o u  i f  y o u 'l l  
d o  as I  tell y o u .  I t  w i l l  s h o r t e n  y o u r  
stretch a w h o l e  l o t . "

“ I ' l l  d o  w h a t  y o u  s a y ,  b o s s .”
“ G o o d !  T h e n  y o u  be g in  b y  t e ll in g  

m e  w h e r e  th e  o t h e r  m a n  is. I  see the 
t w o  coons t h a t  I ’ ve  been h e a r i n g  a b o u t .  
B u t  w h e r e ’ s the w h i t e  m a n  ?”

" I  guess lie's in t h e  sha ck f a r t h e r  
u p  o n  th e  o t h e r  s id e .”

" J u s t  y o u  g i v e  h i m  a h a il ,  a n d  tell 
h i m  to  co m e  a l o n g  in h e r e .”

“ Y e s .  W h a t  d o  I  tell h i m  I  w a n t  
h i m  f o r ? ”

“ Y o u  tell h i m  to  c o m e  i n .  Y o u  tell 
h i m  y o u ' v e  g o t  a s u r p r is e  f o r  h i m .  G o  
o n .  G e t  b u s y  a n d  s h o u t .”

“ M a y b e  i f  I  s h o u t  de o t h e r  t w o  f e l ­
l o w s  o v e r  dere w ill  c o m e  o v e r ,  t o o ? ”  

“ A l l  r i g h t — leave th a t t o  m e . T h e  
d o o r ’ s n a r r o w ,  a in 't  it? A n d  t h e y ’ re 
b ig  a n d  s to u t.  Y o u  start h o l l e r i n ’ . ”  

T h e  “ h o l l e r i n ’ "  w a s  su ccessfu l. A  
s h o u t in g  a n s w e r e d ,  a n d ,  o v e r  the be n t 
sh o u ld e rs  o f  his a l l y ,  w h o  stu ck o u t  his 
head as he s h o u t e d ,  S m i t h  co u ld  see a 
t y p ic a l  specim en o f  the w a t e r - f r o n t  
t o u g h  c o m i n g  c a k e w a l k i n g  a lo n g  in re ­
sponse to  the hail .

“ W h a t  y o u  w a n t ? ”  he aske d as he 
came n e a r e r .

T h e  a lly  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he h a d  s o m e ­
t h i n g  to  s t e w — a su r p r is e . T h e  w a t e r ­
f r o n t  t o u g h  slipped his h a n d  to his 
b a c k ,  d r e w  a r a z o r  f r o m  his p o c k e t ,  a n d  
m a d e  it flash in the f ire lig h t as he s a i d :
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“ i t  y o u ’ re f o o l i n ’ m e  y o u ’ ll get t h i s ! ”
T h e  a lly  d r e w  inside a little w a y .
“ I  tei! y o u  dis m a n  is d a n g e r o u s .”  

he w h is p e r e d  to S m i t h  h u r r i e d l y .  " I  
d o n ' t  k n o w  w h y  de d r i n k  does n o t  
k n o c k  h i m  o v e r .  H e  has been d r i n k i n ’ 
t 'r e e  d a ys  a n d  he d o n ’t  g e t  k n o c k e d  
o v e r . ”

T h e  m a n  o u ts id e  w a s  e v i d e n t ly  n o t  
in the slightest de gre e  a f r a i d .  H e  h a d  
e n o u g h  belief in h i m s e l f  to  co m e  to 
th e  shack w h i t h e r  lie w a s  t h u s  called,  
. ’vs he a p p r o a c h e d  lie s a i d :

" I  tell y o u ,  J o h n  L i n c o l n ,  i f  y o u  go t 
n o t h i n g  in th e re  to  s u r p r is e  m e  1 11 c u t  
o ft  y o u r  he a d . L o o k  o u t !  I ’m  c o i n i n ’ 
i n . ”

" T h i s  f e l le r  a in 't  o pe n  t o  r e a s o n .”  
S m i t h  g r u n t e d ,  a n d  as the to u g h  l o w ­
e red his head a n d  ch a rg e d  in ,  r a z o r  in 
L a n d ,  S m i t h ,  at th e  side, stu ck o u t a 
f o o t .  T h e  fe a r s o m e  a n d  fe arle ss one 
crashed o n  his fa c e , h a n d  still b e h in d  
h i m  c l u t c h i n g  the r a z o r .  S m i t h  p u t  a 
f o o t  o n  his a r m  a n d  th e  cold e n d  o f  
his b a r r e l  o n  the m a n ’ s n e c k ,  a n d  said 
q u i e t l y :  " D o n ' t  h o l l e r !  Y o u  k n o w  the 
feci o f  t h a t . ”

T h e  m a n  w r i g g l e d ,  t u r n e d  his h e a d ,  
an d saw  v i t a l  it w a s  th a t he fe l t .  H e  
b r o k e  out in m a le d ic t io n  o n  the a l l y ;  
b u t  he k n e w  to o  m u c h  to m o v e ,

" D r o p  that r a z o r , "  S m i t h  a d v i s e d . 
S l o w l y  the r e c u m b e n t  m a n  o p e n e d  his 
g r e a t  h a n d ,  ansi laid the w e a p o n  d o w n .  
“ S i t  u p ! ”

H e  sat u p .
S m i t h  t u c k e d  his r id e  b u t t  u n d e r  his 

r ig h t  a r m .  T h e r e  w o u l d  be a w i l d  re­
coil i f  he ha d to  lire in t h a t  p o s i t i o n ;  
h u t he needed his left h a n d  f o r  a sec­
o n d — to  d r a w  o u t  one p a i r  o f  h a n d ­
c u f f '  a n d t h r o w  t h e m  t o  th e  a lly .

" P u t  t h e m  on h i m ! "  he o r d e r e d .
T i r e  p r o n e  m a n  g a v e  a ye ll  f o r  h e lp ,  

b u t  d i d  n o t  ris k  risin g.
“ P u t  ’e m  o n ! "  ra spe d S m i t h ,  a n d  the 

a lly  sn a p p e d  on the " e o m e - a l o n g s ”  as 
one w h o  k n e w  all a bo u t t h e m  o f  y o r e .

“ N o w  t h e n , ”  sa/d S m i t h ,  “ y o u  m u s t

l o o k  a f t e r  this f e l l o w  w h i l e  I  strolls 
o v e r  t o  t h e m  t w o  o t h e r s .  I f  he holle rs 
o u t  y o u  f i x  h i m . ”

" W h a t  can 1 f i x  h i m  w i t h ? ”
‘ T  i x  h i m  w i t h  ? A n y  o ld  t h i n g . "  H e  

n o d d e d  a t  th e  r a z o r .  " W h a t ' s  the m a t ­
t e r  w i t h  t h a t ?  /  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  finish 
h i m . /  g o t  to t a k e  h i m  in A - L - I - Y - K ,  
y o u  see— a liv e . It 's u p  to m e  to d o
t h a t .  P u t  I  lea ve  h i m  in y o u r  k e e p i n g .”

H e  lo o k e d  at his a ll y ,  a n d  the h a l f -  
b r e e d ’s eyes s h o w e d  a su spicio n — a n d  a 
d O t l b t .

" Y o u  a i n ’t so t o u g h  as t h a t ,  e h ? ”  
S m i t h  c h u c k le d . " W e l l ,  I  guess he 
w o u l d  do it to y o u .  I  belie ve  y o u  
a re  the best o f  the f o u r .  N o ,  I  
d o n ' t  w a n t  y o u  to fix  h i m  unless it 
is a b s o lu te ly  n e ce ssa ry . A n d  s a y , ”  
lie l o o k e d  d o w n  at the c a p t iv e ,  " y o n  
n e e d n 't  t r y  to m a k e  a b r e a k a w a y  
i n t o  the w o o d s .  P l e n t y  o f  m e n ,  y o u  
k n o w ,  h a v e  trie d  to get a w a y  i n t o  the 
W o o d s — n o t o n  this island o n l y ,  b u t  all 
u p  a n d  d o w n  the coast. I t ’s n o  g o o d .  
Y o u  g o t  to  co m e  o u t  o f  t h e m  w o o d s  
so m e  d a y ,  o r  die in t h e m . I ' d  get y o u  
a g a i n ,  all r i g h t .  E v e n  i f  y o u  g o t  t h e  
h a n d c u f f s  o f f — -whic h y o u  c o u l d n ’ t e a s ­
i l y — y o u  w o u l d n ’ t d o  a n y  g o o d .  D o n ’ t 
f o r g e t  t h a t .  I  w o u l d n ' t  f o l l o w  you.. 
I ’d j u s t  c a m p  r ig h t  here a n d  w a i t  f o r  
y o u  to come b a c k . Y o u ' d  com e b a c k ,  
ali r i g h t ,  c r a z y .  T h e r e ’ s an a s y lu m  a : 
\  i c t o r i a .”

S o  s a y in g  he strolled o u t  o f  the shack 
a n d  lo a fe d  across t o  w h e r e  on e  o f  the 
coons sat across the last b a r r e l ,  l o o k in g  
r o u n d  on the scene o f  b a c c h a n a lia n  
hidcou.-uiess. H i s  c o m p a n i o n ,  so me d is ­
tance o f f ,  w a s  t r y i n g  to  do s o m e t h in g  
th a t lo o k e d  like a cross b e t w e e n  an 
I n d i a n  dance a n d  a da n ce  f r o m  th e  
B i g h t  o f  G u i n e a ,  w i t h  an o ld I n d i a n  
w o m a n — o n e  o f  the last still a f o o t .  I t  
w a s  n o t  a p r e t t y  sight.

S m i t h  w a l k e d  o v e r  w i t h  th e  a ir  o f  
an in h a b it a n t  o f  the- isla nd o u t  o n  a 
h u n t  to see w h a t  he c o u ld  raise, rifle 
u n d e r  his a r m — a n d  as t h o u g h  n o t at
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all u pse t b y  the scenes a r o u n d  h i m .  
T h u s ,  I  b e lie v e , d o  d o c to r s  w a l k  
t h r o u g h  the r o o m s  in the b e d la m s  o v e r  
w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  d o m i n i o n .  H e  stood 
l o o k i n g  at the g r u e s o m e  da n ce . T h e  
coon stare d u p  at h i m ,  b l e a r e d ,  b l o o d ­
shot,  incapable.

“ W h o  —  w h o  —  w h a t  in t h u n d e r —- 
w h e r e  did y o u  co m e  f r o m ? ’ ’ he s t a m ­
m e r e d  at last.

" M e ? "  said S m i t h ,  l o o k i n g  b a c k  f r o m  
the b e d la m  shuffle to  the n ig g e r  o n  the 
k e g . W r y  q u ie t l y  he s p o k e :  “ Y o u  f e l ­
lo w s are co v e r e d  f r o m  the hu s h e s .”  H e  
bent d o w n  a n d  flic ked a sheath k n i f e  
f r o m  the m a n 's  belt. “ X o — d o n 't  g r a b  
f o r  y o u r  g u n . "  T h e  d a n c i n g  coon an d 
the h a g, in te n t o n  t h e i r  p r i m i t i v e  shuffle, 
d id  n o t see h in t.  T h e  o t h e r  m a n  lo o k e d  
like a fo g g e d  im becile. S m i t h  w e n t  o n ,  
m o r e  s o f t l v .

“ 1 g o t to arrest y o u ,  y o u  k n o w , ”  he 
said, an d clicked the h a n d c u f f s  o n . T h e  
m a n  alm ost o ffe r e d  his h a n d s ,  like one 
stu n n e d . I n  the m id s t o f  his d e b a u c h e d  
m i n d  he fell he ha d met Iris m a s te r .

H i e  click o f  th e  bracele ts— o r  i n ­
stin ct— b r o u g h t  the d a n c i n g  coon r o u n d  
w i t h  a ’j e r k .  H e  s p r u n g  his h a n d  be­
h i n d  bis b a c k ,  g a ve  a ye ll— a n d leaped. 
S m i t h  s ho ve d u p  his r i f l e ;  b u t ,  cool 
still, be did n o t touch the t r ig g e r .  
T h e r e  was a rush t h r o u g h  the b u s h ,  an d 
S m i t h  guessed that his a lly ,  seeing hope 
o f  the t u r n i n g  o f  the tables,  ha d be­
come hostile, X o ;  it c o u l d n 't  he th a t.  
T h o u g h t  is q u ic k  at such tim es. H e  
w h ir l e d  q u i c k l y  to see i f  lie w as to he 
atta cke d on t w o  sides— an d ( 'la rid g e  
crashed o n  the giant co o n , d o w n e d  h i m  
b v  w e ig h t  o f  a tt a c k ,  a n d ,  on t o p  o l  h i m ,  
g ra b b e d  f o r  his r a z o r  h a n d .

“ O h ,  t h u n d e r !  U n i t i n '  i n ! "  said 
S m i t h ,  disgu ste d.

T h e  fa lle n  g ia n t  s tr u g g le d . S m i t h  
t o o k  o u t  his n e x t  p a i r  o f  h a n d c u f f s ,  
and crouched d o w n  on a k n e e ,  re a d y to 
slip t h e m  on w h e n  occasion o f f e r e d .  
H e  a n d  C'la rid ge w e r e  like  t w o  m e n  in  
a c o r r a l  t a k i n g  first actio n u p o n  an u n -  
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sa d d le d  colt. T h e  g i a n t 's  a r m  w a s  b e n t  
b a c k  in the f a l l .  N o w ,  as he s t r u g g le d ,  
a n d  C l a r i d g e  s u d d e n l y  l e v e r e d  a t  h i m ,  
b y  some piece o f  u n c o n sc io u s j u j u t s u  
— f o r  C l a r i d g e  c o u ld  sho o t w i t h  the best 
o f  t h e m ;  p a d d le  w i t h o u t  b e in g  a sh a m e d  
b e f o r e  I n d i a n s ;  h i t .  i f  ne ce ssa ry,  h a r d ;  
b u t  k n e w  n o t h i n g  o f  the g e n tle  a r t  f r o m  
across th e  P a c i fic — the re  came a s h a r p ,  
u n p l e a s a n t  “ c l ic k ,”  a n d  the g i a n t  
g r u n t e d  in p a in .

“ Q u i t  s t r u g g l i n '!  Q u i t  s t r u g g l i n ’ ! ' ’ 
crie d S m i t h  in a r a s p in g  v o ic e ,  u s in g  his 
teeth  to  b ite  the w o r d s  o v e r ,  his m u m ­
b l in g  u tte r a n c e  all g o n e . “ Y o u  b e l i e f  
co m e  q u ie t .  T h i s  w o n ’ t d o  y o u  a n y  
g o o d  at th e  t r i a l . ”  T h e  b la c k  g i a n t ,  
chin  in the e a r t h ,  s p r a d d le d  o u t ,  r ig h t  
a r m  dislo c a te d , m o a n e d :

“ L e t  u p  ! L e t  u p  !”
C l a r i d g e ,  o n  the g ia n t's  h a c k ,  looked; 

a t  S m i t h ,  w h o  h a l f  c ro u c h e d  o v e r  t h e m .
“ L e t  h i m  u p ? ”  he asked.
" Y a p .  A n d  s a y ,  i f  he m a k e s  a n y  

t r o u b le  o v e r  t h in g s — shoot h i m . I ' v e  
g o t  th e  K ilte r s .  I  guess he's  re sistin g 
a r r e s t  g o o d  a n d  s t r o n g ,  ail r i g h t . ”

C l a r i d g e  stood u p ,  h u t  w i t h  a le rtn e ss, 
r e a d y  f o r  the g i a n t  to rise, a n d  c o v e r e d  
h i m  w i t h  a S a v a g e  f r o m  his b e l t . . T h e  
coon rose, a n d  S m i t h  lo o k e d  h i m  in the 
eye.

“ L e t  m e  p u t  y o u r  a r m  r i g h t , ”  he 
sa id ,  leaned his rifle a gain st a H u m p ,  
t o o k  the b l a c k ’ s r ig h t  w r i s t  in his r ig h t  
h a n d ,  the e lb o w  in his l e f t  h a n d ,  
f u m b l e d  at it  f o r  a se co n d, the n  s u d ­
d e n l y  p u lle d  b a c k  the w r i s t .  T h e r e  w as 
a  clic k,  a n d  the f o r e a r m  w a s  s t r a i g h t  
a g a i n ,  the e lb o w  ha c k  in the socket.

T h e n  S m i t h  sh o u te d  t o  the o t h e r  
t w o  to  co m e  a lo n g . T h e y  ca m e , an d 
th e  f o u r  p ris o n e r s  e ye d t h e ir  c a p t o r  
s t r a n g e l y .  H e  w a s  ha ck a gain in a 
shell,  an u n f a t h o m a b l e  l o o k i n g  m a n ,  a 
r a t h e r  d a n g e r o u s ly  u n f a t h o m a b l e - l o o k ­
i n g  m a n ,  w i t h  his rifle t u c k e d  u n d e r  l i L  
a r m  a gain .

“ L e t  n o  m a n  w h o  a i n ’ t seen S m i t h  in 
a c tio n  call h i m  a s l o u c h ,"  says C l a r i d g e .
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A s  f o r  the I n d i a n s — w i t h  the e x c e p ­
tio n  o f  th e  o ld  cro n e  w h o  h a d  been 
shufflin g w i t h  th e  g i a n t ,  th e r e  w a s  n o t  
one erect in the im m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y .  
T h e  f e w  w h o  h a d  n o t  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  t h e  
o r g y  w e r e  e ith e r in the w o o d s  w i t h  t h e ir  
o w n  k id s a n d  the kid s o f  o th e r s ,  o r  
else w e r e  ca m p e d  a r o u n d  b e h i n d  C l a r -  
i d g e ’ s store. T h r o u g h  the da rk n e s s  th e  
f o u r  p r is o n e r s  “ h i k e d ”  in th e  d ir e c tio n  
S m i t h  o r d e r e d ,  le a v in g  the v illa g e  a n d  
its p r o n e  i n h a b ita n ts .  S u d d e n l y  he 
t u r n e d  to  J i m  C l a r i d g e .

“ D o  y o u  k n o w  w h o  these f e l lo w s  a re  
s k u l k i n g  a lo n g  beside u s ? ”  he a s k e d , 
n o d d i n g  i n t o  the w o o d s .

"1  h a d n 't  n o t i c e d ! ' ’ said C l a r i d g e .  
“ T h e y ’ re som e o f  the b o y s  th a t h a v e  
been d o w n  b a c k  o f  m y  s t o r e .-’ H e  
p u c k e r e d  his eyes. “ A n d  one o r  t w o  
o f  the ones t h a t  fe tche d y o u  u p , ”  he 
a d d e d .

S m i t h  sto p p e d .
“ I hate it like  p i z e n , ”  he g r u m b l e d .  

“ I f  th a t's  w h o  t h e y  are y o u  tell t h e m  
to  fe tch a to r c h  o r  t w o  t o  l ig h t  us 
a l o n g .”

C l a r i d g e  called this o r d e r  t o  t h e m ,  
w h ic h  t h e y  o b e y e d  w i t h  a la c r it y .  T h e y  
h a d  o n l y  been h o l d i n g  b a c k  because o f  
the stern o r d e r  o f  S m i t h — the a m a z i n g  
little m a n  w h o s e  w o r d  w a s l a w .

“ T h e y ' v e  been a r o u n d  h e re  e v e r  since 
y o u  w e n t  u p .  w a i t i n g  f o r  y o u  to h o l l e r , ”  
J i m  e x p l a i n e d .

S m i t h  t u r n e d  his h e a d .
“ Y o u  m e a n  to tell m e , "  he said d e ­

l ib e r a te ly ,  “ th a t t h e y 'v e  been w a t c h i n g  
m e  o u t o f  the w o o d s  all the tim e  I ’v e  
been m a n e u v e r i n g  f o r  this here g r i p ? ”  
a n d  he n o d d e d  at the p r is o n e r s .

“ T h a t ' s  w h a t . "
“ ( l e e ! "  said S m i t h .  ‘ ‘ T h a t's  w h y  I  

felt so b la m e  p e c u lia r  all the t im e ,  I  
guess. I  believe in this y e r e  t e le p a t h y ,  
y o u  k n o w ,  J i m ,  a n d  it stands to  reason 
th a t all these th e re  fe lle rs p e e p i n ’ a n d  
r u b b e r n e c k i n ’— w h y  I  c a n ’ t t h i n k  o f  i t ! 
I  d o n ’t  like it n o w ! Y 'e s ,  sir ,  I  guess

th a t's  w h y  I  fe l t  k i n d  o f  shive rs once 
o r  t w i c e .”

B u t  th e  t o r c h b e a r e r s  w e r e  b a c k  n o w ,  
a n d  d o w n  the side o f  th e  inlet w e n t  the 
pro ce ssio n  t o  C l a r i d g e 's  s t o r e ; a n d  in 
t h e  t r a d e  r o o m  the f o u r  m e n  sat— f o u r  
o f  the uglie st figures t h a t  S m i t h  h a d  
e v e r  h a d  t h r o u g h  his h a n d s ,  f o u r  
b l o a t e d ,  s w o lle n ,  b lo o d s h o t - e y e d  r u f ­
fians. A n o n  t h e y  w e n t  to s l e e p ; t h e y  
h a d  less t o  fe a r  th e re  th a n  h a d  t h e ir  
c a p to r s .  I n  a b ig  c h a ir  sat S m i t h .  O n  
th e  h i g h  c o u n t e r  J i m  w a s  p e r c h e d . 
O u t s i d e ,  noses a gainst the glass, the re­
lie ve d  a n d  sober section o f  v illa g e rs 
lo o k e d  in.

" I  suppose y o u  d o n ' t  n eed to  p u ll  
o u t  n o w ? ”  aske d S m i t h .  " I  su ppo se  
y o u  stay w i t h  the store and y o u r  tee­
to ta l  f r i e n d s ?  Y o u ' l l  be able to h o l d  
y o u r  o w n  end u p  w h e n  the j a m b o r e e  
b u n c h  w a k e n s  in th e  m o r n i n g  w i t h  a 
b i g g e r  t h ir s t  t h a n  e v e r ,  a n d  h a l f  o f  ’ e m  
w i t h  the blu e  d e v ils ,  a n d  p i n k  l i z a r d s ,  
o r  w h a t e v e r  k i n d  o f  snakes t h e y  
f a n c y  ?"

" O h ,  I  a in 't  scared o f  t h a t ! ”  said 
C l a r i d g e .  " I ' m  o n l y  l e a v i n ’ V a n  D o r e n  
so ’ s to see y o u  d o w n  w i t h  t h e m  fe lle rs. 
Y o u ’ re liable t o  w a n t  so me sleep. ’

“ P s h a w !  Y o u  lend m e  y o u r  b o a t , ”  
said S m i t h .  " I ' l l  b r i n g  h e r  b a c k  a n d  
r u n  in to see h o w  t h e y  get o n  here w i t h  
the f a n c y  l iz a r d s  a n d  y o u .  T h a t ' s  w h y  
I ’m  s o r r y  y o u  t w is t e d  th a t fe lle r's  a r m .  
T h e y ' r e  g o i n g  to w o r k  t h e ir  passage 
d o w n . ”

“ O h ,  say— w e ll — I  can tell y o u  a 
d o z e n  o f  the S iw a s h e s  here t h a t  w o u l d  
com e a lo n g  w it h  y o u  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r —  
g o o d  f e l l o w s ,  t o o . ”

" T h a t ' s  all r ig h t.  Y o u  g iv e  m e  y o u r  
b o a t  w h e n  m o r n i n g  comes a lo n g . I  a m  
g o i n g  to h a v e  a n a p  n o w .  K e e p  y o u r  
eye on t h e m , ”  a n d  he p u t  his chin o n  
his breast.

I m m e d i a t e l y  his face a ssu m e d a sad 
a n d  b r o k e n  e x p r e s s io n .  I t  a ffe c te d  J i m  
s t r a n g e l y — t h a t  face o f  the sleeper,  in ­
e r t ,  l in e d ,  pa th e tic .  H e  slept so till
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d a w n ,  o n l y  m o v i n g  once— t o  loosen his 
shoes, t h e ir  slight c o n s tr ic tio n  e v i d e n t l y  
a ffe c tin g  his sleep. W h e n  the g r a y  
d a w n  tilled the r o o m ,  a n d  th e  sc re a m  
o f  th e  gulls began a g a i n ,  he  w a k e n e d .  
T h e n  he s t ir r e d ,  s tre tc h e d , y a w n e d ,  said  
“ O h ,  hell I”  th r e e  t im e s ,  a n d  sat u p .  
H e  lo o k e d  at C l a r i d g e ,  still o n  d u t y ,  
t o o k  in the s u r r o u n d i n g s — the f o u r  
s n o r in g  to u g h s  w h o ,  s h i p w r e c k e d  o n  
V a n  D o r c n ’ s I s l a n d ,  h a d  raised H a d e s  
th e re . J i m  'B e n t  o f f  t o  g e t th e  b o a t  
r e a d )' ,  an d w h e n  S m i t h  h e a r d  th e  g r a t ­
i n g  o f  its keel on the beach as it  w as 
r u n  o u t ,  he rose a n d  w h o o p e d : "  T u m ­
ble u p ,  y o u  sons o f  g u n s ! ' '  a n d  u p  stag­
ge re d his p r is o n e r s .

H e  h e rd e d  t h e m  b e f o r e  h i m  f r o m  
the store. T h e y  lo o k e d  at S m i t h  a fr e s h  
in the m o r n i n g  l i g h t ,  at his t ir e d  fa c e , 
his g r i m ,  w e a r y  e x p r e s s io n ,  his d r a g ­
gled m u s t a c h e ,  his dejected eyes, a n d  
t h e y  did as he bade t h e m — w a d e d ,  a n d  
g o t i n t o  the bo a t one a f t e r  th e  o th e r .

“ Just y o u  tie 'e m  b y  the legs to the 
thwarts, Jim— t i g h t . "  said S m i t h .  ‘ T  
guess t h e y  m i g h t  t r y  to s w i m . T h e r e  
ain't goin’ to be a n y  tric k s  o n  th e  w a y  
d o w n . "

The man oho had had his a r m  
twisted asked if they were not to h a v e  
a n y  breukfa-t.

“ I'.h?" said Smith.
The man looked at him, and seemed 

scared! to repeat.
“ i lr e a k f a s t  ?" said S m i t h .
“ I've put ''imc grab in," said Clar­

idge. "and Water."
The man plucks?! up courage. He 

asseverated, with many oaths, that he 
would not tomb an oar till he ate some 
grub.

"Sow, ain t '.hat i n t e r e s t in g ? "  m u s e d  
S m i t h .  " I  w a s  g o i n g  to let y o u  o f f  r o w ­
in g  a lt o g e t h e r — seeing y o u r  a r m  is like 
t h a t.  B u t  n o w — n o w ,  b y  h e c k ,  y o u ’ll 
pull w it h  the g o o d  a r m .  S i t  he re , y o u ,

y o u ’ ll p u l l  s t r o k e ,  t o o — a n d  y o u ' l l  set 
a  pace w o r t h  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  F i n  g e t -  
t i n ’ t i r e d  o f  y o u  w h i s k y - p e d d l i n ’ 
s t i f f s ! ”

C l a r i d g e  a n d  o n e  o f  his S i w a s h  h e l p ­
ers—-a g o o d  b o y ,  in w h o s e  k e e p i n g  h e  
w a s  w o n t  to  leave th e  store o n  occasions 
w h e n  lie h a d  t o  lea ve  V a n  D o r e n ’ s 
I s l a n d — tied the m e n ’ s legs f i r m l y .  
S m i t h ,  w a d i n g  a lo n g s id e ,  t o o k  t h e ir  
h a n d c u f f s  o f f ,  th e n  leaped i n ,  sat d o w n ,  
a n d  laid the rifle o n  his knees.

“ H a l f  a m i n u t e , ”  he said, “ w a i t  till  
I  l ig h t u p . ”  H e  p r o d u c e d  a c ig a r  a n d  
lit  i t .  “ A l l  r i g h t — so l o n g ,  J i m .  I ’ ll 
l o o k  y o u  u p  a g a in . S h o v e  o f f !  L e t  h e r  
g o  y o u ,  n o w ,  i f  y o u  a i n ’t  h u n t i n '  
t r o u b l e . ”

A w a y  w e n t  the b o a t ,  a n d  the last 
C l a r i d g e  s a w  o f  it th e  f o u r  m e n  w e re  
p u l l i n g  h a r d .  S t r o k e  w i t h  o n e  a r m ,  a n d  
in  th e  stern sheets w a s  the w i z e n e d ,  
v i n d i c t i v e - l o o k i n g — f o r  th e  t im e  at least 
— P o l i c e m a n  S m i t h ,  c h e w i n g  a n e w - l i t  
cigar.

“ T r o u b l e  at V a n  D o r e n ' s  I s l a n d , "  
said  S m i t h  to  m e  w h e n  I  a ske d h i m . 
“ H o w  d i d  y o u  k n o w ? ”

“ C l a r i d g e  to ld  m e . ”
" O h ,  C l a r i d g e !  S u r e !  W h e r e  is he 

n o w  ?’ ’
" I n  V i c t o r i a . "
“ W e l l ,  w e l l .  M a d e  g o o d ,  I  h o p e ? "
" H e  se emed p r e t t y  w e ll  f i x e d , "  I  

a g r e e d , " l i e  to ld  m e  to ask y o u  to 
tell m e  the s t o r y — a n d  h o w  l o n g  the 
m e n  g o t . ”

“ S e v e n  y e a r s ,  i f  I  r e m e m b e r  r i g h t , ”  
said he. " T h e  o t h e r  f e l le r — the m a n  
I  g o t  to  be m y  a ll y ,  got o f f  easiest. 1 la 
o n l y  g o t  a y e a r .  I  p u t  in a s o f t  speech
o n  b e h a l f  o f  his te n d e r n e s s -------- ”  he
c h u c k le d  in his chest. “ H e  w a s  a t o u g h ,  
all r i g h t ,  t o o . B u t  t h a t ’ s w h a t  I  call 
u s in g  d i s c r e t io n a r y  p o w e r s . ”

RALPH D. PAINE comes back In tbe next Issue with another line 
serial. It is called "The Twisted Skein”—a story ot Yale.



War—Personally Conducted
B v  C l a r e n c e  L .  C u l l e n

Author o f  “ A t the End o f  the Cruise, ”  “  'Hie Story o f  the Sanguine Sleuth," Etc.

Despite the fact that the first offers of mediation m our quarrel with 
Huerta came from South America, the republics to tiie south of the Canal 
have been themselves In a more or less continuous state of civil war. These 
revolutions are often of the opera-bouffe type. Presidents are made and 
bounced with bewildering rapidity. Cullen’ s story antedates the Mexican 
imbroglio, when the job of Washington correspondent was a dull affair, and 
tells how an imaginative correspondent took hold of the Washington office 
of his paper and became the pivot of a war which, though not sanguinary, 
stirred the country

(In Two Parts—Part One.)

C H A P T E R  I .

IT  was a f t e r  m i d n i g h t ,  a n d  R a y m o n d ,  
b e n din g o v e r  a d ila p i d a t e d ,  r a ttle -  
t y b a u g  t y p e w r i t e r  in his d i n g y ,  
cloistered c o rn e r o f  the " c i t y  

r o o m , ’ ’ w a s  h a m m e r i n g  o u t  his c o l u m n  
o f  " P o l i t i c a l  G o s s i p / '  the w i n d - u p  stu n t 
o f  his lo n g  d a y 's  w o r k .

" T h e  m a i n  g r o u c h  w a n t s  t '  see y u h  
w 'e n  y u h  g it  t r o o  w i t ’ y e r  ' s t o r y , ’ ”  said 
a h u s k y - v o i c e d  c o p y  b o y  at the political 
r e p o r t e r ’ s e lb o w .

" A l l  r ig h t — tell h i m  I ' l l  be t h r o u g h  
in ten m i n u t e s , ’ ’ said R a y m o n d ,  w i t h ­
o u t l o o k in g  u p  f r o m  his w o r k .

l i e  c o n de n se d the r e m a i n d e r  o f  his 
grist o f  local political notes into  a scant 
" s t i c k f u l , ”  sped h a s t ily  t h r o u g h  the 
c o p y  w i t h  a c o r r e c ti n g  pe n cil,  a n d  
t u r n e d  the " s t u f f ”  in at the c o p y  desk.

l i e  w a s  d o g  t i r e d ,  p h y s ic a ll y  a n d  
m e n t a l l y ,  f r o m  the e x e r t i o n s  o f  a 
c r o w d e d  d a y  th a t h a d  b e g u n  at n o o n .  
J u s t  th en th ere w e r e  m a n y  th in g s t h a t ,  
co u ld he h a v e  chosen , he w o u l d  h a v e  
p r e f e r r e d  to  a session w i t h  the m a n ­

a g in g  e d i t o r .  H i g h  a m o n g  these p r e f ­
erences he w o u l d  h a v e  placed the p r i v i ­
lege o f  g o i n g  t o  bed a n d  f o r g e t t i n g  
“ c o p y . ”

B u t  a m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r ’ s m a n d a t e  is 
at least a,s c o m p u l s o r y  u p o n  his su b­
o r d in a te s  as a m o d e r n  k i n g ’ s c o m m a n d  
u p o n  his subjects. R a y m o n d  p u lle d  
d o w n  his sh irt  sleeves, p u t  o n  his c o a t,  
a n d  lo u n g e d  t h r o u g h  the s t u f f y ,  d i m -  
lit h a lls ,  to  the m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r ’ s d o o r .

S in c e  R a y m o n d  h a d  been “ d o i n g  p o l ­
itic s,”  a m a t t e r  o f  a b o u t f o u r  m o n t h s ,  
the n o v e l t y  o f  b e in g  s u m m o n e d  b y  the 
m a n a g i n g  e d it o r  h a d  h a d  a m p le  tim e  
t o  w e a r  o f f .  l i e  w a s  n o t l o n g  in d is­
c o v e r i n g  th a t his in v it a t io n s  t o  th a t o r ­
n ate s a n c tu m  a l w a y s  c a rrie d  w i t h  t h e m  
the p resage o f  a w i g g i n g  f o r  s o m e t h in g  
he h a d  w r i t t e n ,  o r  h a d  o m i tt e d  to w r i t e ,  
a b o u t  the political situ a tio n .

P a s t e d  o n  the g r o u n d  glass o f  the 
d o o r  w a s  a strip  o f  p a p e r  o n  w h i c h  
w a s  p r i n t e d :

“ A l w a y s  K n o c k  B e f o r e  E n t e r i n g . ”
R a y m o n d  smiled a bit s o u r lv  on r e a d ­

i n g  this f o r  the t w e n t i e th  tim e .
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“ I  suppose w e 'r e  l u c k y  to get in one 
k n o c k  b e fo r e  g o i n g  i n , "  he said g r i m l y  
t o  h i m s e l f ,  r a p p i n g  w i t h  his k n u c k le s  
o n  the glass.

“ C o m e  i n ! ’ ’ cam e th e  s t r id e n t  c o m ­
m a n d ,  a n d  R a y m o n d ,  u n c o n s c io u s ly  
c o m p r e s s in g  ins j a w s  f o r  the a n tic i­
p a te d  clash, e n te re d .

M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r  M a r s d c n ,  a “ n e w *  
style j o u r n a l i s t " — as d i ffe r e n t ia t e d  f r o m  
the u n o r n a m e n t a l  “ n e w s p a p e r  m a n ' '  o f  
the g o n e  t i m e — w as s t r u t t i n g  u p  an d 
d o w n  o n  the r u g  o f  his s o m e w h a t  to o  
e la b o r a t e ly  f u r n i s h e d  office. H a v i n g  
a tte n d e d  a b a n q u e t t h a t  n i g h t ,  he w a s  
in impeccable e v e n i n g  cloth es, w h ic h  
becam e hint w e ll . H e  w a s  tall a n d  
b r o a d - s h o u l d e r e d ,  l i e  k e p t  the s h o u l­
ders sq u a re d  w i t h  a so rt o f  conscious, 
in te n d e d  a r r o g a n c e . H e  w a s  p a lp a b ly  
o f  the ty p e  o f  m e n  w h o  p r i d e  t h e m ­
selves o n  th e  possession o f  w h a t  is 
described as an “ iro n  j a w " ;  a n d  once 
a m a n  has been so de scribe d, he is 
l ik e l y  to .assume a d o m i n e e r i n g  m a n ­
n e r  w i t h  the idea o f  " a c t i n g  u p  t o ’ ’ 
the o v e r p r a is e d  s tr e n g th  o f  his j a w .  
T h e  m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  w o r e  a close- 
clip p e d  d e f t l y  p o i n t e d  V a n d y k e  b e a r d ,  
the basic b la ck o f  w h ic h  w as p l e n ti ­
f u l l y  s p r i n k l e d  w i t h  g r a y .  T h e  first 
im p r e s s io n  lie g a v e  w as o f  s tu died a g ­
gre ssive n e ss. the second " g r o o m i n g ” ; 
in the la tte r respeci he m i g h t  easily 
h a ve  been p ic k e d  tit a first r a n d o m  
guess, b y  on e  not k n o w i n g  h i m ,  as the 
lirsi se c r c ta r v  o f  an e m b a s s y  o r  le­
g a t io n .

)ii. i t ’ s y o u , ”  he said in a to n e  
w i t h o u t  c o r d i a l i ty  w h e n  R a y m o n d  e n ­
te re d . M r .  .Vfarsden m a d e  it one o f  
the points o f  his stu died m a n n e r  n e v e r ,  
in aiiv c irc u m sta n ce s, to  lie c o rdial to 
a n y b o d y ,  “ S h  d o w n !”

R a y m o n d ,  s a y in g  n o t h i n g ,  p l u m p e d  
into  a c h a ir  beside the m a n a g i n g  edi­
to r 's  h u g e ,  flat m a h o g a n y  desk. S p l i t ­
t in g  the tails o f  his e v e n i n g  coat,  M a r s -  
den w o r m e d  his w a y  c o m f o r t a b l y  i n t o  
the sw iv e l c h a ir  b e fo r e  die d e sk . T h e n ,

s t r o k i n g  the p o i n t  o f  his b e a r d ,  he g a z e d  
s c o w li n g l y  at a b r o n z e  B u d d h a  o n  the 
f a r  side o f  th e  d e sk . R a y m o n d  y a w n e d ,  
w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a n y  p a in s to  conceal the 
y a w n .  I n w a r d l y  he re se n te d the g e lid ,  
p a t r o n i z i n g  m a n n e r  o f  his c h i e f .  N o r  
d id  he see a n y  re aso n  f o r  c o n c e a lin g  
the fa c t t h a t  he w a s  w e a r y  a n d  slee p y. 
H e  w a s  n o t  in a v e r y  g o o d  h u m o r .  
I f  he w a s  in f o r  a " c a l l - d o w n , ' ’ he 
w a n t e d  it o v e r  w i t h .  I f  the m a n a g i n g  
e d it o r's  " r o a s t ”  sh o u ld  g o  b e y o n d  
h o u n d s ,  R a y m o n d  h a d  his m i n d  v i r ­
t u a l l y  m a d e  u p  t o  resig n his j o b .  T h e r e  
w e r e  o t h e r  C h i c a g o  n e w s p a p e r s  t h a t  
like d his w o r k  a n d  w o u l d  ta k e  h i m  o n .  
H e  h a d  been so i n f o r m e d ,  d i r e c t l y ,  t im e  
a n d  a g a in .

" H a v e  y o u  e v e r  been in W a s h i n g ­
t o n ,  R a y m o n d ? ’ ’ the m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  
f i n a l ly  a ske d  h i m ,  n o t  t a k i n g  the t r o u b le  
to  r e m o v e  his g a z e  f r o m  th e  b r o n z e  
im age .

" N o t  t o  w o r k , ’ ’ r e p lie d  R a y m o n d .  
T h e  q u e s tio n  p u z z l e d  h i m .  T i n s  w a s  
n o t  the w a y  the c h i e f ’ s w ig g in g s  u s u ­
a lly  b e g a n . " O f  c o u rs e , I ’ ve d a w d l e d  
a b o u t  th e  t o w n  a h i t ,  g e n e r a l l y  b e t w e e n  
t r a in s  t o  N e w  Y o r k ;  l o n g  e n o u g h  to  
ge t a b i r d 's - e y e  v i e w  o f  th e  W a s h i n g ­
to n  M o n u m e n t  a n d  the d o m e  o f  the 
c a p i t o l ,”

M a r s d e n  p i c k e d  a steel erase r f r o m  
his desk a n d  began to  t a p  w i t h  th e  e nd 
o f  it on his b l o t t i n g  p a d .

" I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f  s e n d in g  y o u  th e re  
as o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t , ”  he said in the 
tone o f  a m a n  n o t  e ve n  v a g u e l y  i n t e r ­
ested in his su bje ct.

R a y m o n d  s tiffe n e d  in his c h a ir  in 
sheer s u r p r is e . " W h a t  h a v e  I  d o n e  to 
de se rve  t h a t ? "  he a ske d.

T h e  m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  g l a n c e d  s h a r p l y  
at h i m . " J u s t  w h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n  b y  
t h a t  q u e s t io n ,  R a y m o n d ? ”  he a ske d the 
political r e p o r t e r  in a g r a t i n g  to n e .

R a y m o n d  sm ile d f o r c e d l y ,  b u t  his 
eyes w e r e  a lig h t.

" I n  o t h e r  w o r d s , ”  he re p lie d , " w h a t
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h a v e  I  d o n e  to  de se rve  h a v i n g  th e  skids 
p u t  u n d e r  m e ? "

“ E x p l a i n  t h a t  a lso , ple ase ,”  said  
M a r s d e n ,  s c o w li n g  a n d  t w i d d l i n g  the 
p o i n t  o f  his b e a r d  w i t h  n e r v o u s  fingers.

“ I t  m a k e s  easy e x p l a i n i n g ,  c h i e f , ”  
said R a y m o n d ,  e n t ir e ly  at his ease. 
“ I ' v e  been on the N e iv s -T v ib u n c  f o r  
n e a r l y  t w o  y e a r s .  I n  th a t tim e  the 
.Yc-mv T rib u n e  has h a d  j u s t  seven 
W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .  I f  m y  
a r it h m e t ic  is r i g h t ,  t h a t  figures a b o u t  
th re e  a n d a h a l f  m o n t h s ’ service f o r  
each o f  t h e m . A t  th e  e n d  o f  his thre e  
a n d  a h a l f  m o n t h s ’ W a s h i n g t o n  service 
— ] ’m  u s in g  the a v e r a g e — each m a n  w a s  
recalled o r  tired o u t r i g h t .  A t  least five 
o f  t h e m  w e r e  p r e t t y  g o o d  m e n ,  to o . 
T h r e e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  w h a t  I  w o u l d  call 
c r a c k a ja c k s . H u t  t h e y  h a d  the skids 
slid u n d e r  t h e m ,  all the sam e. T h e y  
h a d  to s w a l l o w  the h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  b e in g  
fired o r  o f  bein g recalled to  the h o m e  
office, cha rge d w i t h  i n c o m p e te n c e . 
T h e r e ' s  a X e w  Y o r k  p a p e r ,  the boss o f  
w h i c h ,  w h e n  he w a n t s  t o  get r id  o f  a 
m a n ,  m a ke s th a t m a n  S u n d a y  e d i t o r .  
A f t e r  the m a n  m a r k e d  f o r  sla u g h te r  
has served f o r  a s h o r t  t im e  as S u n d a y  
e d ito r,  the steam r o ll e r ,  m a n ip u l a t e d  b y  
the boss, w h o  tou ches the b u t t o n  s o m e ­
w h e r e  in E u r o p e ,  passes o v e r  h i m .  I t  
loo k s to m e as if  the Xexes T rib u n e 's  
system  o f  h o is tin g  a m a n  is to m a k e  
h i m  W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  
t h e n  ‘ l i f t ’ h i m . "

H o l d ,  s t r a i g h t - f r o m - t h c - s h o u l d e r  ta lk  
f r o m  a m e m b e r  o f  the local sta ff  to 
the m a n a g i n g  e d it o r.  B u t ,  s o m e h o w ,  
t o  use the c o llo q u ia lis m , it seemed to  
" g e t  a c ro s s .”  M a r s d e n ,  f o r  all his 
affected f r i g i d i t y ,  l ik e d  a m a n  w h o  h a d  
s o m e t h in g  to say f o r  h i m s e l f ;  he w as 
to o  used to  tire t y p e  o f  m e n  w h o  t o o k  
th e ir  b r o w b e a t in g s  t i m i d l y  to h a v e  the 
least partic le o f  use f o r  t h e m . M o r e ­
o v e r ,  he k n e w  h o w  to  a p p ra ise  the abil­
i t y  o f  m e n  o n  th e  s t a f f ,  e v e n  i f ,  at a 
la te r  t im e ,  he “ s o u r e d ”  o n  t h e m ,  as he  
f r e q u e n t l y  d i d .  l i e  u n d e r s t o o d  p e r ­

fe c t l y  t h a t  a m a n  o f  R a y m o n d ’ s all- 
a r o u n d  a b ility  w o u l d  o n l y  h a ve  to  “ w a l k  
across the s t r e e t ,”  as the s a yin g  goes 
in  n e w s p a p e r d o m ,  to  get a billet q u ite  
as g o o d  as the o n e  he held d o w n  o n  
th e  X e z e s -T r ib u n e .  A n d  he h a d  the 
m a n a g i n g  e d ito r's  d r e a d  o f  p e r m i t t i n g  
a  f i r s t- r a t e  m a n  to  get a w a y  f r o m  h i m .

" X e v e r  m i n d  all t h a t ,  R a y m o n d , ”  
said he, t u r n i n g  n o w  to l o o k  d ir e c t ly  
a t  the p o litical r e p o r t e r ,  his b e a rd 
c r i n k l i n g  w i t h  the q u i z z i c a l  smile u n d e r ­
n e a t h  it. “ T h e  p o i n t  is, I  w a n t  y o u  
t o  g o  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  ; a n d  so w e  n e e d n 't  
c o n ce rn  o u r s e lve s  at present w i t h  the 
h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  W a s h i n g t o n  s e r v ic e .”

“ T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  se ven W a s h i n g t o n  
m e n  b e in g  tossed i n t o  the d isca rd  a f t e r  
a b o u t  a q u a r t e r  o f  a y e a r 's  service 
apiece is p r e t t y  liable to c o n ce rn  the 
m a n  n e x t  slated t o  go t o  b a t ,  c h i e f , ”  
r e plie d R a y m o n d ,  s m ilin g  in his t u r n .  
“ A n d ,  b y  th e  w a y ,  seeing tha t it's s o m e ­
t h i n g  I  t h i n k  I  o u g h t  to  k n o w  a b o u t  
i f  w e 'r e  g o i n g  to  t a l k  busin e ss, w h a t ’ s 
th e  m a t t e r  w i t h  F i n d l a y ? ”

F i n d l a y  w a s  th e  W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e ­
s p o n d e n t  t h e n  o n  the j o b  f o r  the X czt's -  
T rib u n c.

M a r s d e n  w a g g e d  his head d e p r e c a t -  
i n g l y ,  re s u m e d  t a p p i n g  his b l o t te r  w i t h  
the steel e raser,  a n d  g a ve  o t h e r  visib le  
evide n ce  th a t he w as m o r e  t h a n  w i l l i n g  
t o  pass the q u e s t io n  u p .

“ Y e s ,  I  k n o w  t h e r e ’ s a so rt o f  silence 
t h a t's  m e a n t  t o  speak v o l u m e s ,  c h i e f , ”  
R a y m o n d  pe rsiste d . “ B u t  th e n  a gain 
th e re  are m o m e n t s  w h e n  a f e w  sim ple  
w o r d s  h a v e  g o t  all o f  the a fo r e s a i d  
v o l u m e s  b u r n e d  t o  a c lin k e r  o n  the 
c a m p u s . I  d o n ’ t p r e s u m e  t o  j u d g e ,  a n d  
I ’m  not s e ttin g m y  j u d g m e n t  a gainst 
y o u r s ;  b u t ,  f r o m  w h e r e  I  sit, it lo o k s  
to m e as i f  F i n d l a y  is d o i n g  n ice, e ve n  
w o r k  in W a s h i n g t o n  f o r  the X c w s -  
Tribuue."

" Y o u  save m e th e  t r o u b l e  o f  e x ­
p r e s s in g  the t h i n g ,  R a y m o n d , ”  said 
M a r s d e n .  " Y o u  h it  it  e x a c t l y .  T h a t ’ s 
p re cise ly the t r o u b le  w i t h  F i n d l a y ,  as
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it  w a s  w i t h  a l o t  o f  th e  W a s h i n g t o n  
m e n  b e f o r e  h i m .  H e ' s  d o i n g  ‘ nic e, e v e n  
w o r k . '  A n v  f a i r l y  c o m p e t e n t  m a n  ca n 
d o  th a t k i n d  o f  w o r k .  B u t  th a t is n o t 
th e  k i n d  o f  w o r k  t h a t  the A Tczv s -T r ib -  
u n e  w a n ts  f r o n t  its m e n  in W a s h i n g ­
t o n .  T h e  press associations can a n d  
d o  g iv e  us all o f  th e  ‘ nic e, e v e n ’ W a s h ­
i n g to n  w o r k  t h a t  w e  can h a n d l e ,  a n d  
a g o o d  deal m o r e  t h a n  w e  care t o  
h a n d le . I t  i> pre cise ly f o r  th e  reason 
tha t 1 c a n 't  a n d  w o n ' t  tole rate  ‘ nice,  
even w o r k ’ th a t I  a m  g o i n g  t o  send 
y o u  to W a s h i n g t o n .  R a y m o n d s '

R a y m o n d  w a s n ’ t f o o l e d  b y  the slig ht 
n o te  o f  in t e n t io n a l  fla t t e n -  in his ch ie f's  
to n e . B u t ,  d i s r e g a r d in g  t h a t ,  he c o n ­
cerned h i m s e lf  in w o n d e r i n g  jtt-,1 w h a t  
the m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  w a s d r i v i n g  at.

“ A m  I  to u n d e r s t a n d  that the staid,  
n o t  to  say s m u g ,  K e-w s-T r ib itn e  is g e t ­
t in g  re ad )' to c h i r k  u p  a n d  reach o u t  
f o r  hot s t u f f ? ’ ’ in q u i r e d  R a v m o n d ,  o b ­
v i o u s l y  w i t h  the inte n t o f  s m o k i n g  o u t  
M r .  M a r s h a l .  “ A n d .  i f  so, is the 
W a s h i n g t o n  e nd l o o k e d  u p o n  as the 
r ig ht spot t o  la-gin tha t so rt o f  t i l in g ? ”

R a y m o n d ,  n a t u r a l l y  a chance t a k e r ,  
ha d a k n a c k  o f  w i n n i n g  even w h e n  he 
g a v e  h i m s e lf  the w o r m  o f  the o d d s ,  
l i e  w a s  n o t k e e n , t o  g o  to W  a s h in g t o n . 
H i s  c h ie f  saw  th a t he w a s  n o t .  T h e r e ­
f o r e  the political r e p o r t e r  w as easily 
“ g e t t in g  b y ”  w i t h  r e m a r k s  w h i c h ,  in  
o th e r circum stan ce,- ,  m i g h t  well  h a v e  
been re g a rd e d  as p r e s u m p t u o u s  b y  his 
c h i e f .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th e  m a n a g i n g  e d ­
ito r's  r e p l y  w as p itc h e d  in a slig h tly  
irascible tone.

“ f d i d n ’ t call y o u  in to  c o n f e r  w i t h  
y o u  a b o u t  the K c-iv s -T n h u n .e s  p o l i c y , ”  
he said . “ 1 s u m m o n e d  y o u  to  old er 
y o u  the W a s h i n g t o n  b u r e a u .”

“ W h a t ’ s to he e x p e c te d  o f  m e  i f  I  
go to W a s h i n g t o n ? "  asked R a y m o n d .

A l a r s d c n  s w u n g  r o u n d  in his c h a ir ,  
a n d g a z e d  sq uare i n t o  R a y m o n d ' s  eyes 
f r o m  u n d e r  h u s h i n g  b r o w s .

“ T'll tell y o u , "  he said. “ T h e  W a s h ­

in g to n  service has been s n a ilin g  a lo n g  
o n  the rails o f  r o u t i n e  f o r  y e a r s .  I  
a m  g o i n g  t o  v i t a l i z e  t h a t  s e rvic e , i f  
th e  t h i n g  can be d o n e — a n d  it ca n be 
a n d  it is g o i n g  t o  he d o n e ! I  a m  t ir e d  
o f  fillin g o u r  c o lu m n s  w i t h  W a s h i n g t o n  
s t u f f  a b o u t  w h a t  this o r  th a t o f  o u r  
s e n a t o r s ’ w iv e s  w o r e  at th e  last W h i t e  
B lo u se  r e c e p t io n . .  I  a m  sick o f  t r i v i a l ,  
u n in te llig ib le  little i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  this 
o r  t h a t  o f  o u r  c o n g r e s s m e n  a b o u t  w h a t  
C h i c a g o  o r  I l l i n o i s  is liable t o  get o u t  
o f  the R i v e r  a n d  H a r b o r  B i l l .  I  d o n ' t  
w a n t  t w o - c o l u m n  a c c o u n ts  o f  h o w  this 
o r  tha t d e b u t a n t e ,  the ' d a u g h t e r  o f  
s o m e b o d y  in the C h i c a g o  d e le g a tio n ,  
c a rrie d  h e r s e lf  a t  h e r  c o m i n g - o u t  p a r t y  
in W a s h i n g t o n .  T h o s e  t h in g s  are all 
r ig h t  in t h e ir  plac e, b o ile d  d o w n  a n d  
s i ft e d  o u t  an d lu c k e d  a w a y  in c o r n e r s .  
B u t  th e  N e w s -T r ib u n e  is w e a r y  o f  a 
r o u t i n e ,  c o m m o n p l a c e ,  c h i c k e n - f e c d ,  
sm a ll-b e e r W a s h i n g t o n  se rvice . T h e  
N cz v s -T r ib u n c  is n ’ t a p a r o c h ia l  i n s t i t u ­
t io n .  I t  has a b ig  f o l l o w i n g  all t h r o u g h  
th e  M i d d l e  W e s t  a n d  the N o r t h w e s t .  
I  w a n t  a W a s h i n g t o n  service t h a t  w ill  
be n a t i o n a l !  I  w a n t  n e w  W a s h i n g t o n  
n e w s ! I  w a n t  a m a n  in W a s h i n g t o n  
w i t h  a h e adpiece, a p o w e r  o f  d e d u c t i o n ,  
a n d  a nose f o r  n e w s  t h a t  w il l  enable 
h i m  to  beat th e  best o f  the o t h e r  c o r ­
re s p o n d e n ts  th e r e  to  the b ig  n e w s 
storie s— a  m a n  w h o  can sm ell  the big 
stories b e f o r e  t h e y  b r e a k  l o o s e ! ”

R a y m o n d  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  sleepy. H e  
sat y e n '  t a u t  a n d  v e r y  w i d e  a w a k e  in 
his c h a ir .  T h e  W a s h i n g t o n  p r o p o s i t io n  
b e g a n  to l o o k  like his c h a n c e ! I n  the 
in t e n s i ty  o f  his in te re st he cam e v e r y  
n e a r to b l u r t i n g  o u t : " I  get y o u ,  c h i e f , ”  
b u t  he ca u g h t h i m s e lf  in t im e .

“ I n  s h o r t " — M a r s d .c n  w h e e le d  s u d ­
d e n l y  to  fa ce  his d e sk a g a in  a n d  r e ­
fa s te n e d  his g a z e  o n  t h e  b r o n z e  B u d ­
d h a — " I  w a n t  a W a s h i n g t o n  m a n  w h o  
ca n  a n d  w il l  sta rt  s o m e t h i n g ! ”

R a y m o n d  w a s  s lig h tly  t h r ille d .
“ I  a m  g e t t in g  the a n g le ,  c h i e f , ”  he 

said . “ B u t ,  w h il e  l a m  g r e a t l y  o b lig e d
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to y o u  f o r  i n d ic a t in g  i t ,  w h a t  m a k e s  y o u  
t h i n k  t h a t  all o f  this m e a n s  m e ? ”

" I  a m  n o t s a y in g  th a t it d o es  m e a n  
y o u .  B u t  I  a m  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  a chance 
o n  y o u . ”

H e r e  w as a b it  o f  a l e t - d o w n !  R a y ­
m o n d  c a u g h t th e  w o r d s  in  m i d - a i r ,  a n d  
q u i c k l y  the re  r e t u r n e d  to  his m i n d  th e  
c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  the se ven m e n  w h o  
h a d  been sent t o  W a s h i n g t o n  b y  the 
N c z c s -T r ib u u e  d u r i n g  the p a st t w o  
y e a r s ,  o n l y  to  be " h o i s t e d , ”  each a n d  all 
o f  t h e m ,  at th e  e n d  o f  v e r y  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  
o f  service. H e  reflected t h a t  i n  all 
l ik e l ih o o d  the m a n a g i n g  e d it o r  h a d  a d ­
dressed e v e r y  one o f  t h e m  in p re cise ly 
th e  same w a y  b e f o r e  c o n f e r r i n g  u p o n  
t h e m  the W a s h i n g t o n  billet. W e l l ,  e ve n  
so? I f  the m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  h a d  so 
a dd re sse d  t h e m  b e f o r e  t h e ir  s ta rt  f o r  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  n o n e  o f  t h e m  r e a lly  h a d  
m a d e  g o o d  a lo n g  the lines the m a n a g ­
in g  e d it o r  h a d  laid d o w n  f o r  t h e m . 
A n d --------

" O f  c o u rse , it w i l l  be u p  to y o u  t o  
m a k e  g o o d  i f  y o u  g o  t o  W a s h i n g t o n , ”  
a d d e d  M a r s d e n ,  t o  fill in the slig ht 
pa use w h il e  R a y m o n d  w a s t u r n i n g  it 
all o v e r  in his m i n d .

" I f  I  g o  t h e r e ,  c h i e f ,  I ' l l  s ta y  l o n g e r  
t h a n  three a n d  a h a l f  m o n t h s — the a v e r ­
age o f  the sa cke d se ven w h o  h a v e  p r e ­
ceded m e  o n  th e  j o b , ”  said R a y m o n d .

A g a i n  the m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r ’ s b e a r d  
c r in k le d  o v e r  a g r i m  smile.

" W e a n i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,”  he sa id ,  “ t h a t ,  
i f  y o u  go to W a s h i n g t o n ,  y o u  g o  w i t h  
the p u r p o s e  o f  ‘ d e l i v e r i n g ’ a l o n g  th e  
lines I  h a v e  laid d o w n ? ”

" I ’ d need m e d ic a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  M r .  
M a r s d e n ,  i f  I  w e n t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  w i t h  
a n y  o t h e r  idea in m i n d .  I ’v e  b e e n  
in the n e w s p a p e r  g a m e  f o r  q u it e  a 
spell n o w ,  an d I ’v e  n e v e r  been let o u t  
o f  a j o b  y e t .  I  a m  n o t  g o i n g  to  W a s h ­
in g to n  w i t h  a n y  p u r p o s e  o f  b e in g  
‘ l i f t e d ’ f r o m  th a t billet i f  th e r e ’ s a n y  
possible w a y  I  can stop this series o f  
disasters to the .Yraw T rib u n e ’s  W a s h ­
in g to n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ; a n d ,  m a y b e ,

a f t e r  e a rn e st s e l f - w r e s t l i n g ,  I ’ ll f in d  a 
w a y . ”

H e  p a u s e d  as a n o t h e r  t h o u g h t  d a r t e d  
i n t o  his m i n d ,

“ O h ,  a b o u t  F i n d l a y , ”  he w e n t  o n .  
“ I  d o n ’ t  l ik e  t o  g r a b  F i n d l a y ’s j o b  f r o m  
h i m . ”

F i n d l a y ,  the W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e s p o n d ­
e n t ,  w h o m  he w a s  a ske d  to  s u p p l a n t ,  
w a s  a n  o ld  f r i e n d  a n d  C h i c a g o  n e w s ­
p a p e r  associate o f  R a y m o n d ' s .  H e  w a s  
a h i g h l y  c o m p e t e n t  m a n ,  i f  s o m e w h a t  
t o o  c o n s e r v a ti v e  f o r  w h a t  is t e r m e d  
“ the m o d e r n  n e w s p a p e r  g a m e ” ; a n d ,  in 
a d d i t i o n ,  he w as a f ir s t-r a t e  f e l l o w .  
R a y m o n d  lik e d  h i m  t h o r o u g h l y .  M o r e ­
o v e r ,  F i n d l a y  h a d  a n  agreeable a n d  ac­
c o m p lis h e d  w i f e ,  w i t h  w h o m  R a y m o n d  
w a s  w e ll  a c q u a i n t e d ,  a n d  several chil­
d r e n .  L i k e  m o s t  h a r d - w o r k i n g  n e w s ­
p a p e r  m e n ,  F i n d l a y ,  R a y m o n d  k n e w ,  
h a d  h a d  n o  chance to  save a n y t h i n g .  
R a y m o n d  h a te d  t h e  idea o f  g o i n g  t o  
W a s h i n g t o n  to  t a k e  the billet o f  his 
o ld  f r i e n d .

“ F i n d l a y ’ s o f  a g e ,”  b r i e fly  replie d 
M a r s d e n .  H e  a d d e d ,  a f t e r  a p a u s e : 
“ Y o u ' v e  been in this business lo n g  
e n o u g h  to k n o w  th a t in n e w s p a p e r  
w o r k ,  as in e v e r y t h i n g  else, i t ’ s the s u r ­
v i v a l  o f  the fitte s t.”

“ A r e  y o u  reca llin g F i n d l a y  to  the 
h o m e  office ?" asked R a y m o n d .

" I  o f f e r e d  h i m  his o ld place h e r e ,  
b u t  he w o u l d n ' t  tak e  i t , ”  replie d the 
c h i e f .  " W r o t e  m e  a lette r a b o u t  be­
i n g  ‘ h u m i l i a t e d . ’ an d all tha t s o r t  o f  
t h i n g .  C l o s e d  his lette r b y  q u i t t i n g  the 
N c i i 's -7'ribunc  in a h u f f . ”

R a y m o n d  co n sid e re d . F i n d l a y ,  th e n ,  
a lr e a d y  w a s  o f f  the p a p e r .  I f  he,  R a y ­
m o n d ,  d id  n o t  tak e  the W a s h i n g t o n  bil­
let,  th e re  w e r e  p l e n t y  o f  o t h e r  g o o d  
m e n  in C h i c a g o  w h o  w o u l d  be eager 
t o  tak e  it o u t  o f  h a n d .

“ W h e n  d o  y o u  w a n t  m e  to  g o ,  c h i e f ? ”  
asked R a y m o n d .

“ Y o u ’ re g o i n g ,  t h e n ,  e h ? ”  in q u i r e d  
M a r s d e n .

“ Y e s — a n d  I ’m  g o i n g  t o  s t ic k ,”  said
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R a y m o n d ,  w i t h  a slight c o m p r e s s io n  o f  
the j a w s .

" G o  t o - m o r r o w .  T h e  business m a n ­
ager w ill  f i x  y o u  o u t  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t a ­
tio n  ; sec h i m  r ig h t a w a y ; a n d  d r o p  in 
o n  m e f o r  a final w o r d  o r  so b e f o r e  
y o u  s t a r t . ’ ’

T h e  m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  rose a n d  
stretched. T h e  i n t e r v i e w  w a s  o v e r .  
R a y m o n d  l e f t  the r o o m  a little b e w i l ­
de re d. In s t e a d  o f  the e x p e c te d  v / ’ j -  
g i n g ,  he re he was a p p o in te d  W a s h i n g ­
ton c o r r e s p o n d e n t o f  the N c io s -T r ib u r  \ 
w i t h  e x p li c i t  in s tr u c tio n s  f r o m  his m a n ­
a g in g  e d it o r  t o  " s t a r t  s o m e t h i n g ” !

" I ' l l  's ta r t  s o m e t h i n g , ’ all r i g h t , ”  he 
said to h i m s e lf  as, a v o i d i n g  the car 
w h ic h  he u s u a lly  t o o k  to his S o u t h  S i d e  
lo d g i n g ,  he t r u d g e d  h o m e  to  t h i n k  i t  
o v e r  u n d e r  the stars, " A n d  it  w o n ’t  
be a n y t h i n g  th a t I  c a n 't  f in ish , e i t h e r ,”  
he a d d e d  g r i m l y  w h e n ,  at the e nd o f  
his c o g ita tio n s , he w a l k e d  u p  the steps 
o f  his l o d g in g .

C H A P T E R  I I .

R a y m o n d  w a s  at the business office 
o f  the A  CK’s -T r ib iu ic  b y  ele ven o ’ clock 
o n  the f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g .  T h e  b u s i­
ness m a n a g e r  g a v e  h i m  an o r d e r  f o r  
his t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  W a s h i n g t o n .

O n  his w a y  to the r a il r o a d  office t o  
get his ticket a n d  slee p in g-car r e s e r v a ­
t i o n ,  he m a d e  a d e t o u r  to stop in  at 
the office o f  the J o h n  W i l d  C o m p a n y ,  
whole sale dealers in p a in ts  a n d  v a r ­
nishes. J o h n  W i i d  h a d  been c a r e f u l l y  
selected b y  R a y m o n d  f o r  his f u t u r e  
f a t h e r - i n - l a w .  X o r  h a d  the g r u f f ,  
r o u g h - h e w n ,  w e a l t h y  J o h n  W i l d  e v e r  
g ive n  the slightest in d ic a tio n  tha t he 
obje cted to h a v i n g  been so chosen b y  
the clean, k e e n ,  y o u n g  n e w s p a p e r  m a n .

" O u t  o f  bed a n d  o n  the j o b  p r e t t y  
e a rly  t o - d a y ,  a in 't  y o u ,  s o n ? ”  a ske d  
J o h n  W i l d ,  w i t h  b l u f f  c o r d i a l i t y ,  w h e n  
R a y m o n d ,  easily g e t t in g  b y  v a r io u s  c o r ­
do n s o f  b lo c k in g  office b o y s  a n d  ste n o g ­
ra p h e r s ,  f i n a lly  m a d e  his w a y  to  the

i n n e r  office o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  th e  f i r m . 
M r .  W i l d  w a s  a h a le ,  g r a y - b e a r d e d  
g i a n t  w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  his w a y  f r o m  a 
canal t o w p a t h  t o  m i ll io n s . H e  l o o k e d  
th e  y o u n g  m a n  o v e r  k e e n l y  f r o m  u n d e r  
s h a g g y  b r o w s .

" I t ' s  a n e w  j o b  t h a t  has caused m e 
to  g e t th e  m o v e  o n , "  r e plie d R a y m o n d ; 
a n d  he t o l d  the m a n  w h o m  he h a d  
chosen f o r  a f a t h e r - i n - l a w  a b o u t  his 
a p p o i n t m e n t  to  " c o v e r  the W a s h i n g t o n  
e m i ”  f o r  th e  N e w s -T r ib u n e .

T h e  o ld e r  m a n ,  p a c i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n  
his office w i t h  his h a n d s  t h r u s t  deep 
in his o l d - f a s h i o n e d  " f r o n t ”  tr o u s e r s  
p o c k e t s ,  lis tened q u ie t l y  e n o u g h ; b u t  it 
w a s  easily de ducible f r o m  his head w a g -  
g in g s  as h e  stro de  h e a v i l y  b a c k  a n d  
f o r t h  f r o m  the d o o r  t o  his de s k  t h a t  
th e  y o u n g  m a n 's  a n n o u n c e m e n t  w a s  n o t  
m a k i n g  m u c h  o f  a h it  w i t h  h i m .

" L o o k  h e r e ,  s o n ,"  he said , p l a n t i n g  
h i m s e lf  in f r o n t  o f  R a y m o n d  w h e n  the 
y o u n g  m a n  h a d  fin ishe d te llin g  a b o u t  
w h a t  a " c h a n c e ”  h a d  been t h r o w n  in 
his w a y ,  " w h e n  a re  y o u  g o i n g  to  q u it  
this fo o l  n e w s p a p e r  business a lt o g e t h e r  
a n d  get d o w n  to som e sensible w o r k ? ”

J o h n  W i l d  o f t e n  b e f o r e  h a d  said 
t h a t ,  o r  the essence o f  it ,  t o  R a y m o n d ; 
h a d  said it p e r h a p s  a d o z e n  tim es since 
it ha d b e co m e  a p e r f e c t l y  s e l f - e v i d e n t  
f a c t  th a t b y  m a r r y i n g  E d i t h ,  his o n l y  
d a u g h t e r ,  R a y m o n d  w a s  g o i n g  to  b e ­
c o m e  a m e m b e r  o f  the W i l d  f a m i l y .  
J o h n  W i l d  k n e w  an d l o v e d  p a in t .  Q u i t ­
t i n g  th e  canal t o w p a t h  at the age o f  
t h ir t e e n ,  he h a d  g r o w n  u p  w i t h  p a i n t ;  
h a d  l i v e d ,  b r e a t h e d ,  slept, all b u t  eaten 
p a in t .  H e  h a d  a c h ie v e d  w e a l t h  an d 
l u x u r y  t h r o u g h  p a i n t .  A n d  he h a d  the 
i n g ra in e d  c o n t e m p t  o f  the f o r c e f u l ,  u n ­
i m a g i n a t i v e ,  p r o s p e r o u s  business m a n  
f o r  w h a t  he v a r i o u s l y  called “ the scrib­
b l in g  t r a d e ”  o r  " t h e  f o o l  n e w s p a p e r  
bu s in e s s .”

" T h e  fo o l  n e w s p a p e r  business is th e  
o n l y  business I  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t ,  
g o v e r n o r , ”  replie d R a y m o n d ,  s m ilin g . 
" I ' v e  been g r i n d i n g  a w a y  at it f o r  d o s e
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u p o n  ten y e a r s ,  a n d  I ' m  n e a r i n g  t h i r t y  
n o w .  A  m a n  is liable t o  b e co m e  p r e t t y  
w e ll  set in his habits i n  the course o f  
ten y e a r s .  T h e r e  is n o  business in m e ; 
n o t a nic ke l's w o r t h . "

" H u m p h  ! D y e  m e a n  t o  tell m e ,  J o e ,  
t h a t  a m a n  co u ld  c o n d u c t the financial 
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  the H c r a ld -T im c s ,  as 
y o u  d id  f o r  a couple o f  y e a r s ,  w i t h o u t  
k n o w i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  b u sin e ss?"

"1  o n l y  b l u ffe d  m y  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h a t  
j o b .  I  lo o k e d  w ise , a n d  let the o t h e r  
fe l lo w s  d o  the w o r k . "

‘ ‘ R o t ! "  p r o n o u n c e d  J o h n  W i l d .  
" T h e  t r u t h  is, y o u ' r e  in love w i t h  this 
nonsensical s c r ib b lin g  business. T h a t ’s 
the w a y  w i t h  all o f  y o u  fe l lo w s  w h o  
once dabble in the silly, o u t la n d i s h  
n e w s p a p e r  g a m e — y o u  fall in lo v e  w i t h  
ir, a n d  th a t settles i t ;  m o s t  o f  y o u  Stick 
to  it u n til  y o u ’ re p u t  in a b o x ,  a n d  
die w i t h o u t  a d o lla r .  I  c o u ld  n a m e  
y o u ,  o f f h a n d ,  f o r t y  f e l lo w s  in this t o w n  
o f  C h i c a g o ,  m e n  with, f ir s t-r a te  heads 
on th e ir  s h o u ld e rs ,  w h o  arc d r i b b l i n g  
t h e ir  lives a w a y  at the n e w s p a p e r  b u s i ­
ness, w h e n  t h e y  c o u ld  he m a k i n g  m o n e y  
in c h u n k s  a n d  d o i n g  s o m e t h in g  f o r  
the m se lve s a n d  t h e ir  fa m ilie s  i f  t h e y 'd  
qu ite  th e ir  fo o l  t r a d e  a n d  get d o w n  
to d o i n g  s o m e t h in g  w o r t h  w h il e .  W h a t  
in blazes t h e y  a n d  y o n  see in the id i­
otic n e w s p a p e r  business, I  c a n 't  tell y o u .  
V o n  all w o r k  y o u r  he ads o f f  f o r  little 
o r  n o t h i n g ,  y o u ' r e  b e i n g  bu llie d an d 
batted a r o u n d  all t h e  t im e ,  y o u  n e v e r  
h a v e  a chance t o  take a n y  solid c o m ­
f o r t ,  y o u  n e v e r  e ve n  get a s h o w  to go 
l a  bed at a decent h i t m a n - b e i n g  h o u r  
o f  tile n ig h t  like o t h e r  f o l k s ;  a n d  the 
g r u b b i n g  an d g r i n d i n g  o f  the c r a z y  
gam e makes o ld  m e n  o f  m o s t  o f  y o u  
b e fo r e  y o u 'r e  f i f t y . ’ ’

" A l l  t r u e , "  replied R a y m o n d  reflec­
t i v e l y ;  he m i g h t  easily h a v e  p u t  m o r e  
e m phasis in the o b s e r v a t io n  h a d  e m ­
phasis been his cue. “ S t i l l ,  a fellow- 
s o r t  o f  feels l ik e  m a k i n g  g o o d  at the 
t h i n g  lie has s tarte d, n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  
it is. I  d o n ’t co n sid e r t h a t  I ' v e  m a d e

g o o d  y e t  at t h e  n e w s p a p e r  g a m e . O h ,  
y e s ,  I ’ v e  g o t  a k i n d  o f  local r e p u t a t io n  
f o r  r e lia b ility  a n d  th a t s o r t  o f  t h in g .  
B u t  t h a t  i s n ’t m a k i n g  g o o d .  I  h a v e n 't  
n a b b e d  a n y  o f  th e  p r i z e s  o f  the g a m e . 
I  h a v e n 't  e ve n  c o m e  n e a r  p u l l i n g  d o w n  
a n y t h i n g  b i g  in th e  b u s i n e s s ; a n d  the re  
a r e  b i g  p r i z e s  in the n e w s p a p e r  g a m e ,  
th e  same as in a n y  o t h e r .  L i k e  the 
rest o f  th e  g a n g ,  I ' v e  o f t e n  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  I  m a d e  a m i s t a k e  in g o i n g  in f o r  
p r i n t e r 's  i n k ;  b u t ,  n o w  t h a t  I ’m  in it,  
i t  lo o k s  t o  m e  as i f  th e  p r o p e r  k i n k  
is t o  stic k a lo n g  w i t h  it u n til  I  d o  
s o m e t h in g  w o r t h  w h il e .  A n d  this 
W a s h i n g t o n  t h i n g  lo o k s  like  a chance 
t o  m a k e  a s u r e - e n o u g h  s t a r t ."

T h e  o ld e r  m a n  a g a in  p a u s e d  in his 
strid e  to fa ste n  his ke en g a z e  u p o n  
his p r o s p e c tiv e  s o n - i n - l a w ’ s fa ce.

" W e i ! ,  y o u ’v e  g o t  g r i t ,  a n y h o w ,  s o n ,"  
h e  said , " a n d  th a t's  s o m e t h i n g ;  m a y b e  
y o u 'l l  w a k e  u p  la te r .  W h e n e v e r  y o u  
d o  co m e  t o ,  y o u  k n o w  the re 's  a place 
in this shop f o r  y o u  to lea rn  p a in t  
f r o m  p o t  t o  p i g m e n t ;  a n d  I  r e c k o n  y o u  
k n o w  th a t y o u  w o u l d n ’t s ta r v e  t o  death 
w h il e  l e a r n i n g  p a in t  here w i t h  m e ,  
e ith e r .  T h e r e  are a co uple o f  t h o u s a n d  
m e n  k i c k i n g  a r o u n d  th e  s h o p ,  a n d  o v e r  
at the w o r k s  n o w ; an d I ' m  g e t t in g  
j>retty t ir e d  o f  h a n d l i n g  a g a n g  o f  t h a t  
size. I t  w o u l d  please m e  a lo t ,  J o e ,  
i f  y o u  k n e w  the diffe re n c e  b e t w e e n  a 
c a n  o f  red lead a n d  a p o t  o f  Ja p a n e s e  
d r i e r s .  T h a t ’ d be a s t a r t e r ,  a n y h o w ,  
a n d  I ' d  see t o  it th a t y o u  p ic k e d  u p 
th e  rest o f  i t . "  H e  r e s u m e d  his stride 
u p  a n d  d o w n  the office. " B u t  go ahead 
w i t h  y o u r  i o o l  news-paper w o r k ,  son, 
a n d  sec w h a t  y o u  can m a k e  o f  it. I  
h o p e  y o u  w i n  on e  o f  the b i g  p r i z e s ,  
as y o u  call ’e m . B la i n e  it all,  I  knenv  
y o u  can w i n  at a n y t h i n g !"

R a y m o n d  c o u ld  n o t repress an 
a m u s e d  la u g h ,  l i e  k n e w  v e r y  w e ll  t h a t ,  
u n d e r n e a t h  the o ld e r  m a n ’ s o u t s p o k e n  
sco rn  f o r  “ the f o o l  n e w s p a p e r  bu si­
n e s s ,”  he n e ve rthe le ss e n te rta in e d  a 
m i g h t y  p r o f o u n d  f e e l in g  o f  respect f o r
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the k i n d  o f  b r a in s  t h a t  g o  i n t o  the m a k ­
in g  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  o f  the first class.

" H a v e  y o u  t o ld  E d i t h  y e t  t h a t  y o u ’ re 
o f f  f o r  W a s h i n g t o n ? ”  J o h n  W i l d  aske d 
R a y m o n d  a f t e r  his  o u t b u r s t  o f  c o n fi­
dence in th e  y o u n g  m a n ’ s a b i li ty  to  
w i n .

“ I  a m  g o i n g  u p  t o  the h o u se  n o w  t o  
tell h e r ,  g o v e r n o r , ”  re p lie d  R a y m o n d .

T h e  o ld e r  m a n  fa c e d  h i m  a gain .
" W h a t  d 'y e  su ppo se  she'll  t h i n k  

a b o u t  it ,  son ?”  he aske d h i m  w i t h  r a th e r  
t h o u g h t f u l  eyes.

R a y m o n d  g a v e  h i m s e l f  t im e  t o  r e p l y  
to t h a t .  T h e  same q u e s tio n  h a d  been 
in his m i n d  s te a d ily  f r o m  the m o m e n t  
he ha d a w a k e n e d  th a t m o r n i n g .

" I  i m a g in e  t h a t  she'll t h i n k  as I  do—  
tha t it's a chance t h a t  s h o u ld  n o t  be 
o v e r l o o k e d , ”  he replie d f i n a l ly ,  w i t h  d e ­
lib e r a tio n . “ E d i t h  is as k e e n  to  h a v e  
m e  .m a ke  a t e n - s tr i k e  at the s o r t  o f  
w o r k  I ’ve  p ic k e d  o u t  f o r  m y s e l f  as I  
a m  t o  get ahe ad in ‘ the f o o l  bu sin e ss’ ”  
——this w i t h  a r e l a x a t i o n  o f  his serio us 
e x p r e s s io n .

" I  m e a n ,  w h a t  d ’y e  su ppo se  she’ ll 
t h i n k  a b o u t  this s e p a r a tio n  b u sin e ss?" 
persiste d W i l d .

“ O h !”  said R a y m o n d ,  his j a w  f a l l i n g  
a bit . “ W e l l ,  I ’m  h o p i n g ,  a n y h o w ,  t h a t  
she'll feel as b a d l y  a b o u t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  
it as 1 a lr e a d y  fe e l ."

" G o  on u p  t o  the hou se a n d  tell h e r  
a b o u t  it ,  J o e .  S h e ’ s g a m e ,  y o u  k n o w  
t h a t ; a n d  she’ s b a c k i n g  y o u  to  the l im i t ,  
s o n ; y o u  k n o w  t h a t ,  t o o . I  w o n ’ t  be 
seeing y o u  a gain b e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t ,  eh? 
W e l l ,  so l o n g ,  b o y .  Y o u ’ll m a k e  g o o d ,  
all r ig h t.  R u t  i f ,  b y  a n y  r u n  o f  b a d  
l u c k ,  the g a m e  d o w n  th e r e  in W a s h ­
in g to n  sh o u ld  g o  t o  pieces o n  y o u r  
h a n d s ,  w h y ,  j u s t  ke e p it in the b a c k  
o f  y o u r  h e a d ,  so n , t h a t  th e r e 's  a lw a y s  
p a in t — a n d  y o u  can le a r n  p a i n t !”

W i t h  w h i c h  k i n d l y  w o r d s  in his ears,  
R a y m o n d  m a d e  his im m e d i a t e  w a y  to 
the h a n d s o m e  W i l d  m a n s i o n ,  f a r  o v e r  
on one o f  the S o u t h  S id e  b o u l e v a r d s ,  t o

tell the g ir l  he w a s  g o i n g  to  m a r r y  
a b o u t  his “ c h a n c e .”

H e  f o u n d  h e r  in  t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r y .  
S h e  h a d  o n  g a r d e n i n g  g l o v e s ,  a n d  w a s  
s n ip p i n g  a w a y  de a d leaves a n d  shoots 
f r o m  the b l o s s o m in g  p l a n t s .  S h e  w o r e  
the simplest i m a g i n a b le  o n e -piec e  dress 
o f  blu e  g i n g h a m ,  w i t h  a s u n b o n n e t  o f  
th e  sam e m a t e r i a l — f o r  th e  r a y s  o f  the 
e a r l y - s p r i n g  su n  pie rce d h o t l y  t h r o u g h  
th e  a rch e d glass r o o f  o f  the c o n s e r v a ­
t o r y .

E d i t h  W i l d  w a s  a tall ,  w e l l - r o u n d e d  
g i r l  o f  t w e n t y - t h r e e ,  w i t h  a s o r t  o f  w i n ­
s o m e , a p p e a li n g  b e a u t y  a b o u t  h e r .  S h e  
w a s  “ the l i v i n g  i m a g e , ”  as th e  w o m e n  
sa y ,  o f  h e r  f a t h e r .  H e r  nose w a s  n o t  
so " t u r n e d  u p ”  as h is ,  b u t  it w a s  j u s t  
e n o u g h  so t o  be a g r e e a b l y  n o tice a ble . 
H e r  c o m p l e x i o n  w a s  a n  e x c e lle n t  m a t c h  
f o r  the lilies a n d  c a r n a t i o n s  b l o s s o m ­
i n g  in the c o n s e r v a t o r y .  S h e  h a d  an 
a s t o n is h in g ly  fine p a i r  o f  k i n d l i n g  g r a y -  
b l u e ,  w i d e - a p a r t  eye s, a n d  the s u n b o n ­
n e t,  h a n g i n g  b y  its str in g s  o n  the b a c k  
o f  h e r  h e a d ,  p e r m i t t e d  it to be seen 
t h a t  h e r  h a ir  w a s  o f  a v e r y  d a r k ,  glo ssy 
c h e stn u t. S h e  h a d  “ been t h r o u g h ”  an 
E a s t e r n  f i n is h in g  scho o l,  b u t  she w a s  
a c c u s to m e d  to  r e m a r k  to R a y m o n d  a n d  
o th e r s  t h a t  she w a s  “ t r y i n g  to f o r g e t ”  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  she h a d  le a r n e d  at the 
f i n is h in g  school.

" W h y ,  J o e ,  w h a t ’ s th e  t r o u b l e ? "  she 
asked R a y m o n d ,  w i t h  r a t h e r  a startle d 
l o o k  w h e n  he w a l k e d  i n t o  the c o n s e r v a ­
t o r y  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  n o o n .  N o o n  w a s 
his h o u r  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  f o r  d u t y  o n  the 
X c z o s -T  rib iiuc.

" N o t h i n g  a l a r m i n g  ha s h a p p e n e d ,  
E d i t h , ”  he r e p lie d ,  s m i li n g  r e a s s u r i n g ly .  
“ R u t  I  k n o w  s o m e b o d y — a p e r s o n  w h o  
sha ve s— w h o  is g o i n g  to feel p r e t t y  
l o n e s o m e  b y  this t im e  t o - m o r r o w  m o r n -  
i n g . "

T h e n  he t o ld  h e r  a b o u t  his W a s h ­
in g to n  billet.

" I  a m  d e l ig h te d ,  J o e , ”  she said w h e n  
he h a d  fin ishe d. " I t  is  a chance— y o u r  
c h a n c e ! T h e y  m a y  be v e r y  c le ve r a n d
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b r i ll ia n t ,  some o f  those W a s h i n g t o n  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ,  b u t  I  k n o w  y o u  w il l  
m a k e  t h e m  all--------”  S h e  p a u s e d  a b ­
r u p t l y  a n d  la u g h e d . “ I  w ill  say it—  
m a k e  t h e m  all sit u p a n d  ta k e  n o t i c e ! ' ’ 

' '  Please d o n ’t i m a g in e  t h a t  I ' m  fig­
u r i n g  o n  a n y t h i n g  so a b s u r d  as t h a t , ”  
said R a y m o n d .  " I t ’ s a swell lo t ,  tha t 
g a n g  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ; 
the cr e a m  o f  the business, m o s t  o f  those 
fe l lo w s .  R u t  1 d o  fig u re  o n  m a k i n g  
g o o d .  I ’ ve g o t  to  m a k e  g o o d ! T h e r e ’ s 
n o t h i n g  else f o r  it. I ’v e  been d a w d l i n g  
a lo n g  at this local w o r k - o n  C h i c a g o  
n e w s p a p e r s  l o n g  e n o u g h .  A n d  I  
h a v e n ’t the least i n t e n t io n  t h a t  y o u  shall 
lr.arrv a m a n  w h o  h a s n ’ t m a d e  g o o d  
at his o w n  g a m e . Y o u  k n o w  t h a t .”  

" D o n ’ t t a l k  th a t w a y ,  J o e , ”  said the 
girl  q u ie t l y .  “ Y o u  a l r e a d y  h a v e  m a de  
g o o d ,  as y o u  call it . A n d  y o u  k n o w  
th a t / k n o w  w h a t  y o u  are capable o f . ”  

" T h a t ’ s sweet a n d  fine o f  y o u ,  h’.d ii h ,  
a n d  j u s t  like y o u , "  r e plie d R a y m o n d  
se r io u s ly ,  " b u t ,  i f  y o u ' r e  r ig h t  in y o u r  
a p p r a is a l,  w h y ,  i t ’s u p  to m e  to s h o w  
o th e r s — the people in m y  o w n  business 
•— w h e t h e r  I ’ ve got it in m e  to m a k e  
g o o d .  M a r s d c n  t o ld  m e  he w a n t e d  m e  
to ‘ start s o m e t h in g . ’ W e l l ,  w a t c h  m e !  
‘ S t a r t i n g  s o m e t h in g ’ is o n e  o f  those 
little bits o f  th in g s  w h e r e in  I  shine. 
I  h a v e n ’ t the va g u e s t idea n o w  w h a t  
it's g o in g  to be— but n o t v e r y  l o n g  a l t e r  
1 get to W a s h i n g t o n  1 sure a m  g o in g  

■to ‘ start s o m e t h in g , '  a n d ,  w h a t  is m o r e  
to the p o i n t ,  I a m  g o i n g  to  g o  t h r o u g h  
w i t h  i t !”

f i e  ha d been g a z i n g  o u t  on the l a w n  
as he spo ke . M o w ,  w h e n  he t u r n e d  his 
face to  hen?, he f o u n d  her l o o k i n g  v e r y  
p e n s iv e .

' ' !  k n o w  s o m e b o d y  else w h o  is g o i n g  
to feel m i g h t y  lon e so m e  l o n g  belong 
this tim e  t o - m o r r o w ,  J o e , ”  she said, 
t u g g i n g  w i t h  h e r p r e t t y ,  e ven teeth at 
one o f  the loose ends o f  h e r  s u n b o n n e t.  

T h e r e  w a s  silent f o r  a little w hile . 
" J o e , ”  she said the n .
H e  lo o k e d  at h e r i n q u i r i n g l y .

“ J o e ,  I  h a v e  a n  id ea. L e t ’ s g e t m a r ­
rie d at once. N o w .  I m m e d i a t e l y .  
W i t h i n  th e  h o u r .  A n d  I ’ ll g o  to W a s h ­
i n g t o n  w i t h  y o u  a n d  be w i t h  y o u  w h ile  
y o u  a re  m a k i n g  y o u r  f i g h t .”

H e  t o o k  h e r  in his a r m s  a n d  kissed 
her.

" D o n ’ t y o u  e v e r  t h i n k  I  d o n ' t  a p p r e ­
ciate y o u r  s a y in g  t h a t ,  little w o m a n , "  
h e  said , h o l d i n g  h e r  t i g h t .  " I t ’ s m a g ­
n ific e n t,  w h i c h  is o n l y  a n o t h e r  w a y  o f  
s a y in g  tha t i t ’ s like  y o u .  B u t  it w o u l d n ’ t 
lie s q u a re  to  y o u r  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r ,  
m u c h  less to y o u .  T h e y  need y o u .  I t  
m a k e s  m e  d i z z y  to  t h i n k  a b o u t  it— b u t  
it m u s t  n o t  l i e ; the t im e  h a s n ’t com e. 
I ’v e  a lw a y s  t o ld  y o u  tha t I  w a n t e d  to 
d o  s o m e t h in g  b e tte r  t h a n  I  h a v e  been 
d o i n g  b e f o r e  f a s t e n i n g  m y  n a m e  to y o u  
f o r  l i fe .  A n d  I  w a n t  to  g o  t h r o u g h  
w i t h  t h a t  p u r p o s e ."

“ Y o u  a re  r ig h t ,  J o e , "  she sa id ,  r e ­
leasing h e r s e lf  a n d  b r u s h i n g  at h e r eves. 
" I t  w a s an i m p u ls i v e  t h o u g h t ;  b u t  I  can 
see n o w  t h a t  it w a s  u n r e a s o n a b le . I t  
o c c u r r e d  to m e ,  I  su p p o se , because I  
h a d  a f o r e b o d i n g  o f  h o w  lon e so m e  I  
a m  g o i n g  to lie. R u t  t h a t  is child is h. 
I  w a u l  y o u  t o  w i n .  Y o u  are g o i n g  
t o  w i n  ! M a y b e ” — this a b it  t i m i d l y —  
“ n o w  t h a t  y o u  k n o w  j u s t  h o w  I  feel,  
i t  w ill  help y o u  a l it t le .”

"  ‘ A  little !' ”
A  f e w  m o m e n t s  later he l e f t  h e r in 

th e  c o n s e r v a t o r y ,  f o u n d  h e r  m o t h e r  
a n d  ba de  her g o o d - b y ;  a n d ,  a f t e r  a 
b r i e f  ta lk  w i t h  the m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  at 
th e  office, t o o k  the f o u r - o 'c l o c k  t r a in  
f o r  W a s h i n g t o n .

" S t a r t  s o m e t h i n g ! ”  the clatter o f  the 
w h e e ls  o v e r  the rails seemed to say 
to  h i m . " D o n ' t — f o r g e t — t h a t — y o u ’ re 
—  g o i n g — t o —• W a s h i n g t o n  —  to —  s t a r t  
— s o m e t h in g  j"

C l  1 A R T  D R  T H .

“ I  w o n ' t  be b e g i n n in g  to  de m o lish  
t h e  capito l o n  the d a y  a f t e r  I  get to 
W a s h i n g t o n , ”  R a y m o n d  h a d  sa id to
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M a r s d e n  at th e ir  final s h o r t  t a l k ,  b y  
w a y  o f  i n d ic a t in g  t h a t  he e n te rta in e d  
n o  f a t u o u s ,  r a w - r e c r u i t  idea o f  r e o r g a n ­
i z i n g  o r  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  th e  N e z v s -T r ib -  
m ic 's  W a s h i n g t o n  service i m m e d i a t e l y  
u p o n  s te p p in g  o f f  the t r a i n  at th e  n a ­
tio n a l capita l.

“ I ’ m  n o t  a s k in g  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n ,  b u t  
f o r  b u i l d i n g  u p , ”  h a d  been the m a n a g ­
i n g  e d i t o r ’ s t a r t  r e p l y .  " T a k e  y o u r  
tim e ,  a n d  get used t o  the feel o f  the 
ha rne ss. T h e n  s h o w  m e  results. I ’ ll 
be w a t c h i n g  f o r  t h e m . ”

R a y m o n d  was n o t lon g in d i s c o v e r ­
ing the fa c t  t h a t  in  W a s h i n g t o n ,  as 
e ls e w h e r e ,  m e r e  assertiveness a n d  so m e ­
tim es o u t r i g h t  p o m p o s i t y  o f t e n  m a d e  
u p  f o r  a deficiency o f  b ra in s a n d  j o u r ­
nalistic i n i t ia t iv e  o n  the p a r t  o f  a g o o d  
m a n y  o f  the m e n  w h o  h a b i t u a l l y  w e r e  
r e fe r r e d  t o  b y  those w h o m  t h e y  h a d  
succeeded in " b l u f f i n g ' ’ as " l e a d i n g  c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n t s ”  at the n a ti o n 's  capita l.

T h i s  so rt o f  t h in g  f o r m e d  n o  p a r t  o f  
R a y m o n d ’ s w o r k i n g  s yste m . H e  a b ­
h o r r e d  the p o m p o u s ,  p a t r o n i z i n g  n e w s ­
p a p e r  m a n  w i t h  a p r o f o u n d ,  t h o r o u g h l y  
ju s t i f ie d  a b h o r r e n c e . H e  sm ile d w i t h  
f r a n k  a m u s e m e n t  at the a tte m p ts  o f  
" b i g  g u n s ”  a m o n g  w i d e l y  k n o w n  W a s h ­
in g to n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  this t y p e  t o  
tre at h i m  " w i t h  a c e rta in  co n de sce n ­
s i o n ”  w h e n  he m e t  t h e m  soon a f t e r  
his a r r i v a l  in W a s h i n g t o n  f an d w h e n ,  
p e r c e i v in g  th a t R a y m o n d  b e lo n g e d  to 
the " s u l p h i d e "  b r a n d  o f  n e w s p a p e r  m e n ,  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  a c c o r d in g  to t h e ir  v i e w ,  
r e q u ir e d  su p p r e s s io n ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  
h a z e  h i m ,  he l a u g h e d  o p e n l y  in th e ir  
te e th. Pie w a s  p e r f e c t l y  a c q u a in te d  
w i t h  the fa c t t h a t ,  n o t  alo n e  in W a s h ­
in g t o n ,  b u t  e v e r y w h e r e  in  these m o d ­
ern d a y s ,  the s e lf - a p p r a i s e d  m a n  is ac­
cepted g e n e r a lly  at the v a l u a t i o n  w h i c h  
he places u p o n  h i m s e l f .  B u t  he w a s  
v e r y  p r o m p t  in  m a k i n g  u p  his m i n d ,  
a f t e r  re a c h in g  W a s h i n g t o n ,  t h a t  he 
w o u l d  r a th e r  lose t h a n  " p l a y  th e  sys­
t e m ”  o f  the m e n  w h o  h a d  fo r c e d  t h e i r  
w a y  t o  the f r o n t  b y  sheer e f f r o n t e r y .

H e  came u p o n  F i n d l a y ,  th e  o ld  
f r i e n d  w h o m  he h a d  d isp la c e d , o n  th e  
d a y  a f t e r  his a r r i v a l  in  W a s h i n g t o n .  
F i n d l a y ,  l o o k i n g  r a t h e r  b l u e ,  said t h a t  
he w a s  " h a n g i n g  a r o u n d  W a s h i n g t o n ”  
w i t h  th e  idea o f  " g e t t i n g  u p  a little 
s y n d ic a te  o f  his o w n , ”  th e  final a n d  
th e  r a r e l y  successfu l re so u rc e  o f  
the W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w h o  
t h r o u g h  a n y  cause loses his billet.

“ P l o w  l o n g  d o  y o u  e x p e c t  y o u ' r e  g o ­
in g  to  last h e r e ,  R a y m o n d  ?”  F i n d l a y  
a s k e d  his successor w i t h  a s o m e w h a t  
w a n  g r i n .

" T w e n t y  m i n u t e s ,  o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  o r  
s o m e t h in g  lik e  t h a t , ”  re plie d R a y m o n d .  
“ I f  I  equal y o u r  s t a y  h e r e — y o u  h u n g  
on f o r  all o f  th r e e  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  M a r s ­
den ‘ h o i s te d ’ y o u ,  d i d n ’t  y o u ? — I ’ ll 
c o u n t  m y s e l f  l u c k y . "

" D i d  M a r s d e n  stake y o u  t o  t h a t  line 
o f  c o n v e r s a ti o n  a b o u t  ‘ l i v e n i n g  u p ’ the 
W a s h i n g t o n  se rvice — a b o u t  's t a r t i n g  
s o m e t h i n g ’ h e r e ? ”  i n q u i r e d  F i n d l a y .

R a y m o n d ' s  s u d d e n  flush w a s  q u ic k ly  
n o tic e d  b y  F i n d l a y ,  w h o  s m ile d  g r i m l y .

" I  can see b y  y o u r  fa ce t h a t  he d i d , ”  
w e n t  o n  the su p e rse d e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  
" H e  h a n d e d  o u t  t h a t  t a l k  t o  all o f  us 
— the w h o le  seven w h o ’ ve t r i e d  to  h o ld  
d o w n  th e  j o b  h e re  e v e r  since lie’ s been 
in  c ha rge  o f  th e  N e z v s -T r ib .  W e ' v e  
all c o m p a r e d  n otes o n  t h a t  t a l k  o f  
M a r s d e n ' s  w h e n  w e ' v e  m e t  u p ,  a n d  it 
w a s  the identical spiel in each a n d  e v e r y  
in s t a n c e .”

R a y m o n d  h a d  s u r m is e d  as m u c h .  
B u t  th e  a c tu a l k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  the m a n ­
a g in g  e d i t o r  h a d  b e s t o w e d  identically' 
th e  same s o r t  o f  a t a l k  u p o n  all seven 
o f  his predecessors in W a s h i n g t o n ,  an d 
t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e m  h a d  been able to 
m e a s u r e  u p  t o  th e  c h i e f ’ s idea o f  w h a t  
the W a s h i n g t o n  service o f  the A'ccc.v- 
T rib n n e  s h o u ld  be co u ld  n o t  b u t  be at 
least m o m e n t a r i l y  d is c o n c e r tin g . H e  
c o n t r i v e d  to  hide his c h a g r in  f r o m  
F i n d l a y ,  a n d  l a t e r ,  seized b y  a n  acute 
p e r c e p tio n  o f  the h u m o r  o f  the t h i n g ,  
he  m e n t a l l y  l a u g h e d  it o f f .
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“ I ' m  n o t  h e re  to  c o n c e rn  m y s e l f  
w it h  the f a i l u r e  o f  the se ven w h o ' v e  
held the j o b  d o w n  h e r e  a h e a d  o f  m e  
f o r  M a r s d e n , "  he sa id to  h i m s e l f ,  “ b u t  
to ge t b u s y  a n d  t r y  a n d  d i g  u p  som e 
s t a r t - s o m e t h i n g  scheme to  at least de­
tain M a r s d e n  f o r  q u it e  a little p e r i o d  
f r o m  h a n d i n g  o u t  th a t line o f  c o n v e r ­
sation to m y  o w n  su ccessor."

R a y m o n d  “ l o o k  h o l d "  at o nce. H e  
h a d  t w o  y o u n g  m e n  u n d e r  h i m  w h o  
“ co v e r e d  the d e p a r t m e n t s "  a n d  sco u re d 
th e  capito l— f o r  C o n g r e s s  w a s  in ses­
sion—  f o r  scra ps o f  n e w s  a p p e r t a i n i n g  
exclusively" to C h i c a g o  a n d  Il l i n o i s  a n d  
n o t g a t h e r e d  b y  the press associations. 
R a y m o n d  h i m s e l f  g o t  i n t o  im m e d ia t e  
t o u c h  w i t h  the m e m b e r s  o f  the I l lin o is  
dele gatio n  in C o n g r e s s ,  all o f  w h o m  he 
k n e w ; b u t  he d id  n o t  “ lean u p o n  t h e m ’ ’ 
in  the least,  an d in fa c t  r a r e l y  e ve n  re ­
f e r r e d  to t h e m  in w r i t i n g  his b r it tle  
t h r e e - t h o u s a n d - w o r d  d a i ly  r e v i e w  o f  
W a s h in g t o n  a ffa ir s  f o r  th e  . V o :c s -T r ib -  
fjlie. 1 le c a r e f u l l y  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  
to u c h in g  u p o n  a n y  o f  the t r i v i a l  m a t ­
ters o f  m e r e  near n e w s  f o r  w h i c h  his 
c h i e f ,  in th e ir  t a l k ,  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  such 
a dislike . I n  b r i e f ,  lie sta rte d  in c a u ­
tiously" to feel his w a y ,

l i e  succeeded im m e diate ly1 i n - “ b r i s k ­
i n g  u p  the W a s h i n g t o n  s e r v i c e ,”  as a n y  
n e w  m a n  o f  a v e r a g e  a b i li ty  m i g h t  easily 
h a v e  d o n e . R u t  be k n e w  V e r y  w e ll  
tha t tha t alone w o u l d  n o t  h o l d  h i m  
in W a s h i n g t o n .  T h e  “ o t h e r  s e v e n ’ ’ h a d  
each in his t u r n  d o n e  a hit o f  initial 
“ b r i s k i n g  u p "  u p o n  a s s u m in g  t h e  W a s h ­
in g to n  billet,  h u t  it h a d  a va ile d  t h e m  
n o t h in g .  N o r  w a s R a y m o n d  re assu red 
by the fact t h a t  Ids c h ie f  w as m a i n ­
t a i n in g  a so rt o f  d e a d i v  silence w i t h  
respect t o  the new" W a s h i n g t o n  service. 
R a t h e r ,  he w as disposed to  accept tha t 
f a c t  as a s o m e w h a t  h a d  a u g u r y  f o r  the 
p e r m a n e n c y  o f  bis W a s h i n g t o n  i n c u m ­
b e n c y .

“ ( l e t t i n g  a n y  w a r m  w ir e s  f r o m  M a r s ­
d e n ? "  F i n d l a y  asked R a y m o n d  a b o u t

a  f o r t n i g h t  a f t e r  th e  latte r h a d  ta k e n  
h o l d .

“ N o t  y e t , ”  R a y m o n d  r e plie d. 
“ H a v e n ’ t  h a d  a w o r d  o f  a n y  so rt f r o m  
h i m . ”

“ W e l l ,  g i v e  h i m  t i m e , ”  said F i n d l a y ,  
w i t h  a g r i n .  “ H e  has this h i b e r n a t i n g -  
b e a r  t r i c k  d o w n  p r e t t y  p a t .  H e  figures 
t h a t  y o u ’re  s u f f e r i n g  a cu te  a n g u is h  b e ­
ca use he is l e t t i n g  y o u  e n t ir e ly  alo n e . 
F l i s  n e x t  m o v e  w i l l  be to h e a v e  a b o u t  
a  d o z e n  o f  those s i z z l i n g  ‘ W a k e - u p -  
th e r e  y o u ’ w ir e s  at y o u  a d a y .  H e  
w"on’ t a p p rise  y o u  o f  ju s t  w h a t  y o u ’ re 
e x p e c t e d  t o  d o  w h e n  y o u  ‘ w a k e  u p '  
as p e r  o r d e r s .  H e ' l l  j u s t  h a n d  y o u  
th e  g o a d ,  a n d  y o u 'l l  be s u p p o s e d  to do 
th e  re s t.”

R a y m o n d ’ s eyes g l e a m e d .
“ M a y b e  I ’ ll beat h i m  to it at t h a t  

‘ w a k e - u p ’ t h i n g , ”  he re p lie d .
“ I  h o p e  s o , o ld  m a n , "  said . F i n d l a y  

e a r n e s t l y .  “ I ’m  f o r  y o u .  I  w a n t  t- > 
see y o u  m a k e  a g o  o f  it here. D o n ' t  
y o u  e v e r  i m a g in e  I ’ m  a s o r e h e a d  b e ­
cause y o u  w e r e  g i v e n  m y  j o b .  N o t h ­
i n g  like th a t in  the F i n d l a y  f a m i l y .  I  
a l w a y s  d i d  like y o u ,  o ld h o r s e ,  an d 
I ' m  r o o t i n g  f o r  y o u .  A n d ,  sa y ,  R a y ­
m o n d ,  l o o k  h e r e : w h e n  y o u  d o p e  o u t  
y o u r  'start- s o m e t h in g '  schem e, i n v it e  
m e  in  o n  it  to  h e lp  y o u  p l u g  it a lo n g ,  
w i l l  y o u ?  I ' l l  do it f o r  n o t h i n g  f o r  
y o u ,  j u s t  f o r  the f u n  o f  s h o w i n g  M a r -  
d e n  t h a t  it can be d o n e ."

C H A R T E R  I V .

R a y m o n d  w a s  s t a v in g  at: the H o t e l  
W i l l a r d ,  n o t  h a v i n g  h a d  tim e  to look 
a b o u t  f o r  a p e r m a n e n t  lo d g in g ! I t  was 
p a s t his d i n n e r  h o u r  w h e n  lie l e f t  F i n d ­
l a y .  A s  it w a s  his cu s to m  to w r it e  
a n d  file his d a i l y  g r i s t  o f  c o m m e n t  
a f t e r  a r r a n g i n g  th e  o r d e r  o f  precedence 
o f  th e  item s o f  his n e w s  le tte r in his 
m i n d  o v e r  the e v e n i n g  m e a l ,  he h u r ­
r ie d ,  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  F i n d l a y ,  t h r o u g h  the 
F  S t r e e t  e n tra n c e  o f  the hotel the 
q u ic k e r  to reach the d i n i n g  r o o m . l i e
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w a l k e d  r a p i d l y  t h r o u g h  the l o n g ,  s o f t l y  
lit “ a l l e y ”  e x t e n d i n g  a lm o s t t o  th e  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  A v e n u e  e n tra n c e  t o  th e  
h o te l,  ( j a y  p a rtie s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  
d a w d l e d  o v e r  t h e ir  a f t e r - d i n n e r  coffee 
o n  settees placed a lo n g  the le n g th  o f  
the f a m o u s  “ P e a c o c k  P a r a d e . ”

R a y m o n d  w a s  j u s t  t u r n i n g  i n t o  the 
d i n i n g  r o o m  w h e n  he h e a rd  a m a n  in 
e v e n i n g  cloth es, s ittin g  alone beside a 
small coffee table o n  the p a l m - r o o m  
side, b r e a k  in to  the l o w  b u t  easily a u d i ­
ble e x c l a m a t i o n :

“ I t 's  old R a y m o n d ,  f o r  a m i l l i o n ! ”
R a y m o n d  sto p p e d  an d w h e e le d . T h e  

v o ic e  h a d  f o r  his ears a sort o f  f o r ­
g o tte n  f a m i l i a r i t y .  l i e  s ta r e d ,  w i t h  
p u c k e r e d  b r o w s ,  at th e  ta ll ,  b r o n z e d ,  
h e a v i l y  m u s ta c h e d  m a n ,  w h o  n o w  rose 
w i t h  a b r o a d ,  c o rd ia l  smile on his sin ­
g u l a r l y  k e e n ,  g o o d - l o o k i n g  fa ce . T h e  
fa c e ,  t o o ,  w a s  b a fflin gly f a m i l i a r  to  
R a y m o n d .

" T h i n k  it o v e r ,  old b o y , ”  w e n t  o n  
the s m ilin g  “ s t r a n g e r "  in his agreeable, 
l o w - p i t c h e d  b a r it o n e ,  r e t u r n i n g  R a y -  
m a n d 's  p u z z l e d  g a z e  w i t h  eyes t h a t  
p l a i n l y  k i n d l e d  w i t h  p le asu re . “ 1 w o n ' t  
t h r u s t  o u t  m y  p a w  at y o u  u n t i l -------

“ J i m  I l a z e l h u r s t ,  b y  all the icons o f  
I t h a c a ! ”  R a y m o n d  b r o k e  o u t  in a to n e  
in w h ic h  w o n d e r m e n t  a n d  d e lig h t w e r e  
e q u a l l y  m i n g l e d ;  a n d  f o u r  h a n d s  cam e 
s w i f t l y  to g e th e r  f o r  a l in g e r i n g  g r i p  
o f  steel.

“ G o o d  e ye , J o e , ”  said th e  m a n  th u s 
e n th u s ia stic a lly  r e c o g n iz e d . “ W i t h  
that k i n d  o f  an eye, y o u  m u s t  still be 
b a t t i n g  a r o u n d  ,45 0 , as I  r e m e m b e r  
y o u  did the ye a r  y o u  m a d e  th e  ball 
team  at o ld C o r n e l l . "

“ G o a d  m e m o r y ,  J i m ,  to ge t r i g h t  
ba ck at y o u , ”  replied R a y m o n d ,  d r a w ­
in g  his o ld C o r n e l l  classmate to on e  
o f  the deep le a the r d a v e n p o r t s .  “ B u t  
I needed a .4 5 0 b a t t in g  eye to recog­
n iz e  y o u  w i t h  t h a t  p ir a t e 's  b r u s h  o n  
y o u r  u p p e r  lip. W h o ' d  e v e r  i m a g in e  
y o u  co u ld raise a sp re a d -e a g le  h a n k  o f  
h irsu te  like t h a t ?  W h e n  y o u  w e r e  a t

C o r n e l l ,  o n e  o f  those S a t u r d a y - n i g h t  
shaves w o u l d  h o l d  y o u  f o r  the rest o f  
th e  w e e k . ”

“ H a d  t o  raise it ,  J o e ,  to  ke e p u p  
w i t h  th e  p u s h , ”  said the possessor o f  
th e  s w e e p in g  m u s t a c h e ,  s t r o k i n g  it w i t h  
fingers t h a t  s o m e h o w  in d ic a te d  h u m o r ­
ous d i s p a r a g e m e n t  o f  the fa c ia l “ o r n a ­
m e n t . ”  “ I ' d  a g o o d  deal r a t h e r  g o  
clean- fa ced ; b u t  e v e r y b o d y 's  d o i n g  it—- 
I  m e a n ,  e v e r y b o d y  w e a r s  ’e m  d o w n  in 
th e  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  I  l i v e ,  a n d  o f  course 
I ’v e  g o t  to  keep u p  w i t h  th e  p a r a d e . ”

“  ‘ D o w n  in  the c o u n t r y  w h e r e  y o u  
l i v e ? ’ ”  R a y m o n d  re p e a te d  a f t e r  h i m ,  
“ I t  c a n 't  be t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  to the o l d ­
est i n h a b it a n t  o f  T e r r a  del F u e g o ?  
D o w n  ? H o w  f a r  d o w n  ? D o w n  
w h e r e  ?”

" W h y ,  d i d n ’ t y o u  k n o w  t h a t  I  w e n t  
s tr a ig h t f r o m  C o r n e l l  to the cute little 
re p u b lic  o f  C o s t a d o r ? "  i n q u i r e d  H a z e l -  
h u r s t .

" N o ,  I  d i d n ’t k n o w  t h a t , ”  said R a y ­
m o n d .  “ Y o u  v a n is h e d  f r o m  the m a p  
o f  the U n i t e d  S ta te s ,  a n d  I  h e a rd  v a r i ­
ous v a g u e  r u m o r s  t h a t  y o u ’d- been seen 
p r o w l i n g ,  w i t h  w h i t e  clothes an d w id e  
p a m p a s  h a t a n d  all th e  rest o f  the t r o p ­
ical s c e n e ry,  d o w n  in the b a k e d  la n d s  
s o m e w h e r e .  B u t  I  d i d n ’t  k n o w  w h e r e  
y o u  h i k e d  f o r  w h e n  y o u  p u lle d  d o w n  
y o u r  C o r n e l l  p a r c h m e n t .  C o s t a d o r ,  eh? 
S e e m s to m e  I ’ ve h e a r d  C o s t a d o r  m e n ­
t io n e d  o c c a s io n a lly .  I s n ’ t C o s t a d o r  the 
l i v e l y  little lan d  t h a t  elects, i n a u g u r a t e s ,  
a n d  ejects a n e w  p r e s id e n t  e v e r y  t w e n t y  
m i n u t e s  ?”

“ S h - s h - s h ,  J o s e p h ! "  said I l a z e l h u r s t ,  
a t w i n k l e  in his eye . " Y o u  are n o w  
c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  a C o s t a d o r i a n ; a C o s -  
t a d o r i a n  w h o  h a s n 't  a rig h t in the w o r l d  
to  m a k e  a n y  c o m p l a in t  a b o u t  C o s t a d o r .  
I ’m  f o r  C o s t a d o r ! I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I  
m i g h t  t a c k  o n  th e  r e m a r k  t h a t  C o s ­
t a d o r  is f o r  m e . ‘ A  n e w  p r e s i d e n t  e v e r y  
t w e n t y  m i n u t e s ’ in C o s t a d o r .  eh ? W e l l ,  
I  r e c k o n  n o t ! T h e  p re s e n t i n c u m b e n t  
i n  the C o s t a d o r i a n  p r e s id e n tia l  c h a ir  
ha s h e ld  the j o b  d o w n  f o r  seven c o n ­
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secu tive y e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  his e n v i o u s  
r iv als h a v e  trie d  to  h u r l  h i m  a b o u t  five 
h u n d r e d  tim es since he n a ile d  the j o b .  
A n d  w i t h  the h e lp o f  H e a v e n ,  the c o n ­
n i v i n g  o f  J .  H a z e l h u r s t ,  a n d  a n  occa­
sional little g r a n d - s t a n d  defiance o f  the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  th e  p r e se n t i n c u m b e n t  
has a b o u t  an e v e n - m o n e y  chance o f  
p r e s i d e n t in g  it in  C o s t a d o r  f o r  seven 
y e a r s  m o r e ,  ( h e a t  pa l o f  m i n e ,  the 
president, o f  C o s t a d o r .  ( l i d  college 
c h u m  o f  y o u r s ,  t o o . "

R a y m o n d  g a z e d  m y s t i f i e d l y  at his 
classm ate.

“ O f  m i n e ? "  he said . “ H o w  t h e ----- —"
“ U h - h u i i — o f  y o u r s , "  i n t e r r u p t e d  

H a z e l h u r s t ,  s m ilin g  b l a n d l y .  " G r e a t  
little m a n ,  B o v i t a .  .Best f r i e n d  I  e ve r 
h a d .  F a c t  is, he's been t h e  m a k i n g  o f  
m e .  H e  r e m e m b e r s  y o u  w e l l ;  w e 'v e  
o f t e n  t a l k e d  a b o u t  y o u . "

" B o v i t a ! ”  e x c la im e d  R a y m o n d .  
“ W h y ,  tire pre side n t o f  C o s t a d o r  isn 't  
o u r  B o v i t a ,  is be? N o t  t h a t  l ittle ,  
s a w e d - o f f ,  h a m m e r a l - d o w n ,  b l a c k - e y e d ,  
f ir e - e a tin g  son o f  the ju n g l e  w h o m  
F a t t y  W e l c h  called ' J o z c '  B o v i t a  an d 
girt p r o d d e d  in the b re a d basket b y  B o ­
v it a  f o r  m i s p r o n o u n c i n g  his C h r i s t i a n  
n a m e ?  T h i s  P r e s i d e n t  B o v i t a  tha t I ’v e  
been r e a d in g  so m u c h  a b o u t o u r  h o t ­
he a de d little old b u d d y ,  J o s e  a"

" T h e  same, j u s t  as sure as y o u ' r e  
k n e e - h i g h  to It d w a r f  ca ctus, J o s e p h , "  
replied H a z e l h u r s t .  “ N o n e  o th e r  o n  
e a r t h ;  j u s t  th e  same old J o s e  Je s u s  
S a n t a  M a r i a  R a m o n  B o v i t a  that he a l ­
w a y s  w a s ,  w i t h  e n o u g h  b r a in s — y e s ,  an d 
th e  's a n d ' to track th e  b ra in s  u p ,  t o o —  
f o r  a d o z e n  o r d i n a r y  m e n .  O n e  o f  the 
g r e a t little m e n  o f  the age , B o v i t a ,  i f  
y o u 'r e  a s k i n g  m e . 1 ba te  to t h i n k  o f  
h o w ,  w h e n  o u r  class l e f t  C o r n e l l ,  I  
m i g h t  h a v e  been d u b b i n g  f a t u o u s l y  
a r o u n d  f o r  y e a r s ,  d o i n g  n o t h i n g  a n d  
g e t t in g  n o t h i n g ,  i f  it h a d n 't  been f o r  
.B o v it a .  A s  it is--------•”

H e  pa u se d , s m ile d , a n d  m a d e  a s w e e p ­
in g  ge stu re  w i t h  a t a n n e d  h a n d  that 
i n d ic a t e d ,  as p l a i n l y  as w o r d s ,  t h a t  be

w a s  p r e t t y  w e ll  satisfied w i t h  the w a y  
t h e  w o r l d  h a d  dealt  w i t h  h i m .

“ W e l l ,  d o n ' t  stop at the e x c i t i n g  p a r t  
o f  it ,  J i m , "  p u t  in R a y m o n d  i n t e r ­
e s te d ly.  “ I  a l w a y s  k n e w  t h a t  J o s e  B o ­
v i t a  w a s  a d a n d y  little s p o r t .  W h a t  d id  
h e  d o  to  b o o st y o u  a l o n g ? "

“ O h ,  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g , "  replied 
H a z e l h u r s t .  “ W h e n  w e  w e re  g r a d u ­
a te d ,  he insisted u p o n  m y  g o i n g  d o w n  
to  C o s t a d o r  w i t h  h i m . A l l  I  h a d  w a s 
m y  h e a lth  a n d  a p a r c h m e n t ; y o u  k n o w  
h o w  I  e ho  red a r o u n d  to get t h r o u g h  
school. B o v i t a ' s  f o l k s  w e r e  the richest 
pe o p le  in C o s t a d o r .  T h e y  t o o k  m e  
in a n d  m a d e  m e o n e  o f  the f a m i l y ,  
J o s e  began i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  scheme f o r  
th e  p r e s i d e n c y . H e ' s  ten ye a r s  o ld e r  
th a n  w e  a re ,  y o u  r e m e m b e r ,  a n d  lie 
t o o k  the course at C o r n e l l  to b a n d  h i m ­
se lf the fin is h in g  tou ches so t h a t  h e ’ d 
be r e a d y  A l i e n  his h o u r  s t r u c k .  M o r e ­
o v e r ,  the p r e s id e n tia l  b u g  r a n  in b i-  
f a m i l y  ; t w o  o f  bis uncles h a d  held 
t h e  j o b  in C o s t a d o r  b e f o r e  h i m .  I t  
t o o k  J o s e  thre e  ye a r s  to g r a b  the big 
c h a i r ;  o f  c o u rse , I  d id  w h a t  little I 
c o u ld  t o  help h i m  a lo n g .

“ H e  w as h a r d l y  i n a u g u r a t e d  the first 
tim e  b e f o r e  lie began to h a n d  m e  c o n ­
cessions— m in e s  an d r u b b e r  a n d  t o ­
bacco a n d  coffee la n d s — so fa s t  t h a t  I  
a lm o s t h a d  to catch so me o f  t h e m  in 
m y  teeth. T h e y  w e r e n ' t  e m p t y  little 
s o u v e n i r  g i f t s ,  e i t h e r ;  t h e y  w e r e  m o n e y  
p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  all o f  t h e m . A l l  I  h a d  
t o  d o  was t o  d i g  a r o u n d  f o r  the capita! 
t o  w o r k  the concessions. T h a t  was 
easy. T h e  p r o p o s i t io n s  w e r e  l u m d r e d -  
p e r -c e n te rs  r ig h t  o n  t h e ir  fa ce. S o m e  
rich o ld  P h i l a d e l p h i a  ca ve  d w e lle r s  that 
I  h a d  a line o n  t h r o u g h  m y  people 
cam e t h r o u g h  w i t h  the m o n e y  q u ic k  
e n o u g h ,  a n d  n o w  all o f  the concessions 
a re  w o r k i n g  like  d o l la r  w a t c h e s . I ’ve  
g o t  m o r e  t h a n  thre e  t h o u s a n d  c h i r p y  
little C o s t a d o r i a n  w o r k e r s  c h a t te r in g  
a r o u n d  the concessions B o v i t a  staked 
m e  t o ,  p i li n g  u p  the d o lla rs f o r  tire 
c o m p a n y  a n d  m y s e l f ,  I  r e c k o n  I  co u ld
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clean u p  f o r  a b o u t  te n  m i ll io n s  t o ­
m o r r o w  m o r n i n g  i f  I  w a n t e d  t o ,  J o e .  
B u t  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  t o .  C o s t a d o r ’ s g o o d  
e n o u g h  f o r  m e .  I  l ik e  it ,  a n d  I ’ m  g o i n g  
to  stick. W e l l ,  t h a t's  w h a t  B o v i t a ’ s 
d o n e  f o r  m e . ”

" O u t s i d e  o f  w h i c h ,  he h a s n ’t d o n e  a 
single, s o li t a r y  t h i n g  f o r  y o u ,  ha s h e , 
J i m ? ”  said R a y m o n d ,  w h o  h a d  listened 
w i t h  an a b s o r b e d  e x p r e s s io n . " W e l l ,  
little o ld J o s e  su re m u s t  be th e  b r i c k  
y o u  say he is, a n d  y o u  c e r t a in ly  m u s t  
be aces w i t h  h i m . ”

" O h ,  w e 'r e  g r e a t  pals ,  all r i g h t .  B u t  
tell m e  a b o u t y o u r s e l f .  Y o u ' v e  been 
p i li n g  u p  the m i ll io n s ,  t o o ? "

" N o t  so y o u ' d  n otice i t , "  said R a y ­
m o n d  w i t h  a r u e f u l  g r i n .  " I ’m  a n e w s ­
p a p e r  m a n .  H a v i n g  said w h i c h ,  s u p ­
pose w e d o n ' t  t a l k  a n y  m o r e  at p r e se n t 
a b o u t m o n e y .  I t ’ s a su bje ct I  a m  n o t  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  Y o u  k n o w  h o w  f e w  
n e w s p a p e r  m e n  a r e . ”

“ B u t , ”  p u t  in H a z e l l m r s t ,  th e  t w i n k l e  
s h o w i n g  in his e ye , “ l o o k  at the d e a t h ­
less fa m e  tha t comes f r o m  g e t t in g  y o u r  
scribblin gs i n t o  p r i n t ,  the g l o r y ,  th e —- 
er— n il— w e ll ,  w h a t e v e r  it is, lo o k  at 
i t ! ”

" Y e - e h , ”  replied R a y m o n d ,  l a u g h i n g  
w i t h  his o ld f r i e n d .  H e  g lan ce d at his 
w a t c h  a n d  leaped f r o m  the seitee. 
“ W h e e l  I t ’ s n e a r l y  se ven o ’c lo c k ,  a n d  
I ’v e  g o t  to bolt s o m e t h in g  to  eat a n d  
get thre e  t h o u s a n d  w o r d s  o f  rot o n  the 
w i r e  f o r  the N e iv s -T r ib  be tw e e n  n o w  
a n d  t e n . ”

" 1  a l w a y s  f e l t ,  w h e n  w e  w e r e  at o ld  
C o r n e l l  t o g e t h e r ,  th a t y o u ' d  p i c k  o u t  
s o m e t h in g  s o ft  like  this f o r  y o u r s e l f , ”  
said H a z e l l m r s t ;  b u t  the re  w a s a cer­
tain  s y m p a t h y  in his tone a n d  m a n n e r .

" L i s t e n ,  J i m , ”  said R a y m o n d .  “ I t ’ s 
as g o o d  as g e t t in g  b a c k  to  the o ld f a r m  
to  m e e t  u p  w i t h  y o u .  A n d  the re  are 
a  th o u s a n d  th in g s I  w a n t  t o  t a l k  o v e r  
w i t h  y o u .  H o w  lo n g  are y o u  g o i n g  to  
be in W a s h i n g t o n  ? A n d  w h a t  are y o u  
g o i n g  to d o  t o - n i g h t ? ”

“ B e  in  t o w n  a f e w  d a y s  l o n g e r ,  I  
r e c k o n . A s  f o r  t o - n i g h t — w h y ,  th e  b i g  
t a l k  w i t h  y o u  a f t e r  y o u  get t h r o u g h  
s l a v in g  f o r  y o u r  w i r e ;  I ’m  f o r  t h a t ,  
b i g g e r  t h a n  a t i m b e r  w o l f ,  i f  y o u  a r e . ”

“ G o o d !”  sa id R a y m o n d .  “ G o  t o  a 
s h o w ,  e h , a n d  m e e t m e  d o w n  b e l o w  
in the h o te l g r i ll  h e re  at h a l f  past te n ,  
w ill  y o u  ? I ’ ll h a v e  n o t h i n g  to d o  u n t il  
t o - m o r r o w  t h e n ,  a n d  w e ’ll h a v e  the 
f a n n i n g  bee a n d  the k n o c k  fe st  o f  o u r  
live s. I s  it a g o ?  Y o u  w o n ' t  r u n  o u t  
o n  m e ,  w i l l  y o u  ?’ L

“ N o  chance o f  t h a t — I ’ll be th e r e  
w i t h  m y  h a i r  in a b r a id  a n d  w i t h  this 
m u s t a c h e  th a t y o u ' r e  so je a lo u s  o f  in 
cu rl  p a p e r s .”

T h e  t w o  m e n  s h o o k  h a n d s  a n d  p a r t e d  
f o r  a f e w  h o u r s ,  H a z e l l m r s t  to  l o o k  
o v e r  the th e a t e r  list at the h o te l d e s k ,  
a n d  R a y m o n d  to  r u s h  t h r o u g h  his d i n ­
n e r  b e f o r e  g e t t in g  o n  the j o b  o f  u n ­
c o ilin g  c o p y  f o r  his n e w s p a p e r .

C H A P T E R  V .

R a y m o n d ’ s w o r k  f o r  his w i r e  t h a t  
n i g h t  w a s w h a t  c o p y  re ad e rs call 
“ s p o t t y . ”  H i s  m e e t in g  u p  w i t h  his old 
college f r i e n d ,  H a z e l l m r s t ,  k e p t  r e c u r ­
r i n g  to  h i m  as he w r o t e .  " C o s t a d o r ”  
a n d  “ B o v i t a ”  t h r u s t  th e m se lv e s u p o n  
h i m ,  a n d  f o r c e d  h i m  to  a real e f f o r t  
o f  c o n c e n t r a t io n  in o r d e r  t h a t  th e re  
m i g h t  be cohesiveness a n d  c o n t i n u i t y  
t o  his g r i s t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  c o m m e n t .  
T h e  g e r m  o f  a “ s t a r t - s o m e t h i n g "  idea 
a l r e a d y  h a d  been i m p la n t e d  in his m i n d ,  
b u t  he w a s  o b lig e d  to  su sp e n d  its i n ­
c u b a t io n  u n t il  he h a d  s t r u g g le d  th r o u g h '  
w i t h  his d a i ly  r o u t i n e  o f  w o r k .  B u t  
w h e n  he h a d  finis hed the g r i n d  a n d  
f o u n d  H a z e l l m r s t  w a i t i n g  f o r  h in t  at 
a tab le  in th e  ba se m e n t g r ill  o f  the 
W i l l a r d ,  he lost n o  t im e  in releasin g 
his idea in o r d e r  t o  get his f r i e n d 's  
v e r d i c t  o n  it .

“ J i m , ”  he said t o  H a z e l l m r s t ,  i m m e ­
d i a te l y  a f t e r  se ttlin g h i m s e l f  at the 
ta b le ,  “ I  w o n d e r  i f  y o u  c o u ld  s t a r t  a
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nice little w a r  f o r  m e  d o w n  y o n d e r  
w h e r e  y o u  l i v e ? ”

H a z e l h u r s t  w a s  o n e  o f  the t y p e  o f  
m e n  w h o m  it is im po ssib le  t o  s u rprise . 
B u t  he g a z e d  i n q u i r i n g l y  a t  R a y m o n d ,  
a n d  b lin k e d  slig h tly  b e f o r e  he s m i l ­
in g ly  r e p l i e d :

“ W h y ,  c e r t a i n ly ,  J o e .  A n y t h i n g  y o u  
like . B u t  I ' d  r a t h e r  h a v e  y o u  ask m e  
to d o  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  difficult  f o r  y o u .  
S t a r t i n g  a w a r  in C o s t a d o r  is a b o u t  
as easy as s t a r t i n g  a b o n fir e  o n  a v a ­
cant lot u p  h e r e — easie r,  in f a c t ,  f o r  
I belie ve the re  are police re g u la tio n s 
a gain st v a c a n t - l o t  bo n fire s u p  here 
since w e  grew 7 u p . ”

" f l o o d  f o r  y o u ,  J a m e s .  O n e  nice 
little p e r s o n a l l y  c o n d u c t e d ,  n o n - s a n -  
g u i n a r y  w a r ,  to be starte d b y  y o u  f o r  
m e ,  f o r  m y  o w n  in c r e m e n t ,  a c cre tio n , 
a n d  a g g r a n d i z e m e n t ,  a n d w h a t  y o u  ca n 
get o u t  o f  it o n  the side .”

“ G r a n d  little scheme, i f  y o u  w a n t  it 
tha t w a y , ”  replie d l l a z e l h u r s t ,  c a lm ly  
fl ic k in g  th e  ashes f r o m  his cigar. “ O f  
co u rse , y o u  h a v e n 't  e x a c t l y  let m e  in  
o n  the idea y e t ,  b u t  tha t d o e s n 't  m a k e  
a n y  diffe re n c e . 1 f y o u  w a n t  re d w a r  
an d inte rn e cin e  s t r ife  in C o s t a d o r ,  f o r  
a n y  p u r p o s e  w h a t s o e v e r ,  w h y  y o u  can 
h a v e  the sam e, J o s e p h ,  j u s t  as soon as 
I  get back th e re . M o d e s t y  f o r b i d s  m y  
a d d i n g  t h a t ,  f o r  o b t a in i n g  the a c c o m ­
p l is h m e n t  o f  the p u r p o s e  h e r e in b e f o r e  
describe d, y o u  c e r t a i n ly  h a v e  a p p lie d  
at h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  in te r n e c in e  s t r ife  a n d  
m o r e  nr less cerise r e v o l u t i o n  a re  spe­
cialties o f  m i n e ,  the solace o f  m a n y  
h o u r s  th a t m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  be t e d io u s . 
H u t  g iv e  m e  the a n g le ,  o ld m a n ,  i f  
there's n o  o b j e c t io n .  J u s t  w h y  d o  y o u  
w a n t  the d o gs o f  w a r  u n le a s h e d  d o w n  
in C o s t a d o r ? ”

R a y m o n d  su ccinctly e x p l a i n e d  t o  his 
fr i e n d  tile n a tu r e  o f  his r e la tio n s h ip  to 
his C h i c a g o  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  the m a n ­
a g in g  e d ito r  t h e r e o f ,  d w e l l i n g  u p o n  
w h a t  w a s  e x p e cte d  o f  h i m  as the e ig h th  
W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  the p a p e r  
w i t h i n  the space o f  t w o  y e a r s .

" I  came here w i t h  the idea a n d  i n ­
t e n tio n  o f  s t i c k i n g ,”  he s u m m e d  u p .  
“ I  h a v e n 't  th e  least p u r p o s e  o f  b e i n g  
called b a c k  i f  t h e r e ’ s a n y  w a y  o n  e a rth  
to  p r e v e n t  it . T h e  o n l y  w a y  to p r e ­
v e n t  it ,  o f  c o u rse , is f o r  m e  to  ge t 
h o l d  o f  so me b u l k y  a n d  e x c lu s i v e  n e w s  
fe a t u r e ,  w i t h  a W a s h i n g t o n  e n d ,  f o r  
the N m i's -T r ilm n c — s o m e t h in g  la r g e  
a n d  l im e lig h t is h  e n o u g h  to  t a k e  even 
a m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  s i t  bis fe e t.  W e l l ,  
I  d o n ' t  see w h y  a n ice, c a r e f u l l y  
l r a m c d - u p  n e a r  w a r  b e tw e e n  C o s t a d o r  
a n d  the G u t t e d  S t a t e s ,  the details o f  
w h ic h  I  a lo n e ,  o f  the w h o le  c r e w  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ,  co u ld g e t 
h o l d  o f  t h r o u g h  y o u ,  w o u l d n ' t  be a b o u t  
th e  tic k e t.  T h a t  w o u l d  p u t  the N d & s-  
T rib u n c  sufficie ntly in the c a lc iu m  e ve n  
t o  suit  M a r s d e n . ”

H a z e l h u r s t ' s  eyes be ga n  to  g l o w  w i t h  
a n e w  inte re st a n d  e n t h u s ia s m  as R a y ­
m o n d  r e ve a le d h i m s e l f .

“ O h ,  i t ’s an im it a t i o n  scrap b e t w e e n  
C o s t a d o r  a n d  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  
n o t  m e r e l y  a fight o f  fa c t io n s  d o w n  
in C o s t a d o r  t h a t  y o u  w a n t ,  is i t ? ' ’ he 
asked R a y m o n d .  " W h y ,  th a t w o u l d  he 
a g o o d  t h i n g  all a r o u n d ! I t ' s  a d a n d y  
p r o p o s i t i o n .  I t  w o u l d  suit B o v i t a  r ig h t  
d o w n  to the g r o u n d ,  because it w o u l d  
help h i m  to  keep the p r e s id e n tia l  j o b  
as l o n g  as he w a n t s  i t ; an d a n y t h i n g  
t h a t  helps B o v i t a  helps m e ,  because 
h e ’ s m y  f r i e n d  a n d  I ’m  f o r  h i m  first,  
last, an d all the t im e .  A n d ,  as y o u  
sa y ,  it w o u l d  be the tick e t f o r  y o u ,  
because I  c o u ld  f i x  it so t h a t  y o u ’ d 
h a v e  a c o p p e r - r i v e t e d ,  c o p y r i g h t e d  
clutch o n  all the n e w s  o f  the p r o c e e d ­
ing s, w h i c h  w o u l d  m a k e  y o u  so s t r o n g  
w i t h  y o u r  p a p e r  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d n ’t he 
ho iste d  f r o m  y o u r  billet h e re  w i t h  a 
K r u p p  d e r r i c k . ”

R a y m o n d ' s  face t o o k  o n  an e x p r e s ­
sion o f  p o n d e r i n g  d o u b t .

" I t  so u n ds a lm o s t to o  easy a n d  cu t- 
,a m ! - d r i e d  to  he fe a sib le ,  J i m .  Y o n  say 
t h a t  a t h i n g  o f  this so rt w o u l d  appeal 
t o  B o v i t a .  I  d o n ’ t q u ite  g a t h e r  w h y  it
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w o u l d  su it  his b o o k .  W h a t  w o u l d  B o -  
v i t a  ge t o u t  o f  i t ? ”

H a z e l h u r s t  l a u g h e d  c o n t e m p l a t i v e l y .  
“ B o v i t a  w o u l d  get o u t  o f  it a chance 
to shake his fist at the U n i t e d  States 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h ic h  is the finest k i n d  
o f  m e d ic in e  f o r  the political he a lth  o f  
a p r e s id e n t  o f  a C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  re ­
p u b l i c .”

“ Y o u  m e a n -------- ”
“ I  m e a n  t h a t  the r a n k  an d file o f  

C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n s  d r e a d  an d loathe us 
g r i n g o s , ”  replied H a z e l h u r s t .  “ T h e y  
l o o k  u p o n  us as a g r e e d y ,  u n c o u t h ,  u n ­
m a n n e r l y ,  e a t - ’ e m - a li v e  n a t i o n ; a n d  i f  
the o il y  B u r e a u  o f  A m e r i c a n  R e p u b ­
lics here in W a s h i n g t o n  w o r k e d  in th ree 
s h ifts  a d a y  it w o u l d  n e v e r  be able 
to c o n vin c e  the C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  'm a n  
o n  the street' t h a t  the U n i t e d  States 
g o v e r n m e n t  isn 't  l y i n g  a w a k e  o f  n ig h ts  
d e v is i n g  schemes to  gobble  u p  all o f  
C e n t r a l  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  in one la r g e  
bite. S o  th a t the m a in  g r a n d - s t a n d  
p la y  o f  a n y  p r e se n t i n c u m b e n t ,  o r  
w o u l d - b c  in c u m b e n t ,  in the p re sid e n tia l  
c h a ir  d o w n  th e re  is to co o k u p  a little 
mess o f  t r o u b le  w i t h  't h e  b u l l d o z i n g ,  
ra p a c io u s re p u b lic  o f  the g r i n g o s , ’ p u t  
a chip o n  bis s h o u ld e r ,  a n d ,  f r o m  a 
b a lc o n y  o f  the palace o r  the b a n d  stand 
o n  the p l a z a ,  h u r l  e te rn a l deflange at 
‘ the sh o p ke e p e rs o f  the X o r t h ’ a n d  
d o u b l e - d o g - d a r e  th e m  to m o r t a l  co m b a t 
f o r  m o n e y ,  m a r b le s ,  c h a lk ,  o r  k ite  str in g . 
T h a t ’ s w h a t  w e  call ‘ inside b a ll ’ d o w n  
th e r e ,  a n d  it w in s  n i n e t y - n i n e  tim es o u t  
o f  a h u n d r e d . ”

“ D o e s  o u r  little sc h o o lm a te  B o v i t a  
h a v e  to  w o r k  th a t p l a y  in o r d e r  to h a n g  
on to  his p r e se n t i n c u m b e n c y ? "  in q u i r e d  
R a y m o n d .

“ H e  does w h e n  the situ a tio n  seems 
to re q u ir e  h i m  to get u n d e r  the s p i t -  
l ig h t an d r e v i v e  th e  fla g g in g  o r  w a n ­
d e r i n g  interest o f  his b e lo ve d  f e l l o w  

- C o s t a d o r i a n s ,”  said H a z e l h u r s t .  “ A l ­
r e a d y ,  d u r i n g  his seven ye a r s  o f  the 
p r e s id e n c y ,  he has t w ic e  p l a y e d  the 
r e p e l- t h e - g r i n g o  c a rd w i t h  first-ra te  re ­

sults ; a n d  rig h t n o w  the tim e  is ripe 
f o r  h i m  t o  p r o d u c e  a n o t h e r  ace o f  the 
same s o r t  f r o m  his sleeve. A c c o r d ­
in g  to  a c a r e fu l  u n d e r g r o u n d  census 
t h a t  I ’ve  m a d e ,  th e re  are n o w  o n l y  
th re e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - s e v e n  C o s -  
t a d o r ia n s  w h o  secretly  o r  o p e n l y  a spire  
to B o v i t a ’ s b o o ts .  O f  these, o n l y  t w o  
are w h a t  y o u  m i g h t  call d a n g e r o u s . 
B o v i t a ,  o f  c o u rs e , is in n o  actual d a n ­
g e r  o f  lo s in g  o u t .  B u t  he w o u l d  w e l ­
c o m e , r ig h t  n o w ,  a little d i v e r s i o n ,  such 
as a n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  to h o a rs e ly  d e f y  
all o f  the m i g h t  a n d  m a j e s t y  o f  the 
U n i t e d  State s g o v e r n m e n t . ’

“ A  d a n g e r o u s  d e f y ,  I  s h o u ld  say i”
“ N o t  at all . D e f y i n g  the U n i t e d  

S tate s is one o f  the sa fe st a n d  at the 
same t im e  m o s t e ffe c tu a l little th in g s  
a C e n t r a !  A m e r i c a n  p r e s i d e n t  can d o . 
H e  k n o w s  v e r y  w e ll  b e f o r e  he starts 
t o  u n w i n d  the deli t h a t ,  at the v e r y  
w o r s t ,  the U n i t e d  S tate s w i l l  m e r e ly  
send a t h i r d - r a t e  g u n b o a t  d o w n  to  the 
m a i n  p o r t  o f  the d e fi a n t  little la n d  f o r  
the p u r p o s e  o f  seeing to it th a t the 
A m e r i c a n  c o n s u l,  w h il e  the e x c it e m e n t  
lasts,  d< icsn't get th e  p e r f e c t l y  g o o d  p o l ­
ish o n  iris tan slme- d i m m e d  t h r o u g h  
th e  m alice  o f  the d e fia n t d r i v e r  o f  
so me p a s s in g  s p r i n k l i n g  c a r t .  T h a t ' s  
a b o u t as f a r  as th e  U n i t e d  S tate s g o v ­
e r n m e n t  go e s, o r  is r e q u ir e d  to g o ,  a f t e r  
one o f  these c a r e f u l l y  r ig g e d ,  t h r o a t y  
little defiances o f  ‘ the g r i n g o  s w i n e ’ has 
been u t te r e d  b y  a p r e s id e n t w h o  has the 
p e r p e t u i t y  o f  his in c u m b e n c y  in v i e w .  
B u t  it w o r k s  o u t  as j o y o u s l y  as a p r o b ­
le m  in c o m m o n  f r a c t io n s  f o r  the defier. 
H i s  fe l lo w  p a t r io t s  b e co m e  de lir io u s  in 
t h e i r  e n t h u s ia s m  o v e r  h i m ,  all  o f  the 
f e l lo w s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c a m p i n g  o n  his 
t r a i l ,  w a k i n g  to  slip into  his j o b ,  go 
o f f  a n d  g u n n y  sack t h e i r  abashed heads, 
a n d  the de fie r can lean h a c k  a n d  take 
life  loll f u l l y  u n til  th e  n e x t  c r o p  o f  as­
p i r a n t s  f o r  his j o b  tak e  u p  the s w a r t  
m a n ’s b u r d e n .”

R a y m o n d  listened m e d i t a t i v e l y ,  a n d  
his eyes s p a r k le d .



196 THE ‘POPULAR MAGAZINE

“ A l l  o f  this s o u n d s  so m u c h  lik e  a 
w e ll- r e h e a r s e d  s y m p h o n y  t h a t  I ’m  be­
g i n n i n g  to  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  I ' m  n o t  in 
a t r a n c e ,  J i m , ”  he said . “ I t  a p p e a rs  
th a t I ’ v e  n o t  o n l y  a p p l ie d  a t  h e a d q u a r ­
te rs,  as y o u  sa y ,  f o r  th e  i n c e p tio n  a n d  
c a r r y i n g  t h r o u g h  o f  m y  little s e lf - b o o s t ­
i n g  w a r ,  b u t  t h a t  I ’v e  p u t  in m y  a p ­
p lic a tio n  at j u s t  a b o u t  th e  p s y c ho lo gical 
m o m e n t .  T h e  a d d i t io n a l  b e a u t y  o f  i t  
seems to be th a t e v e r y b o d y  m a i n l y  c o n ­
c e rn e d — B o v i t a ,  y o u r s e l f ,  a n d  y o u r s  
t r u l y — stands to  g e t som e g o o d  o u t  o f  
i t ; w h e r e a s ,  o n  the o t h e r  h a n d ,  n o b o d y  
stands to get h u r t  o r  e v e n  m u s s e d  u p  
in the bloodless con flict. A m  I  r i g h t ? ”  

‘ T e r . i e c t l y , ”  re p lie d  H a z e l h u r s t .  
“  ‘ B l o o d ’ n e e d  n e v e r  be m e n t i o n e d ,  
m u c h  less spilt ,  f r o m  the start t o  th e  
finish o f  the t h in g .  S u p p o s e  w e  sta rt  
r ig h t  b y  c a llin g it a beneficent i m ­
b r o g l io  ?”

“ F o r  p r i v a t e  p u r p o s e s ,  t h a t ’ s as g o o d  
a p hra se  as a n y , ”  said R a y m o n d .  “ B u t  
o f  course the p u b l i c i t y  e n d  o f  this little 
w a r  o f  o u r s  ha s g o t  t o  be s a n g u i n a r y .”  

“ M a k e  it W a t e r l o o  p lu s G e t t y s b u r g ,  
o ld  m a n ,  as y o u r  f a n c y  directs a n d  y o u r  
pencil flie s,”  said H a z e l h u r s t ,  sm ilin g . 
“ O f  co u rse , the re  w o u l d n ’ t be a n y t h i n g  
in it l o r  y o u  b y  w a y  o f  f a m e  a n d  
j o u r n a li s t ic  a g g r a n d i z e m e n t  i f  y o u  u n ­
d e r t o o k  t o  act as press a ge n t a n d  p u b ­
licity p r o m o t e r  o f  a w a r  co n sistin g 
chiefly o f  s u p e rh e a te d  s t e a m .”

“ ( j e t t i n g  d o w n  to  cases, t h e n ,  J i m , ”  
R a y m o n d  w e n t  o n ,  his to n e  o f  persiflage 
cle arly belied b y  th e  l ig h t  o f  intense 
interest w h i c h  shon e in his eyes, “ y o u  
u n d e r t a k e  a n d  g u a ra n t e e  t o  pre c ip ita te  
the scrap— the ‘ a lm o s t ’ s c r a p , t h a t  is t o  
sa y— b e tw e e n  C o s t a d o r  a n d  the U n i t e d  
S ta te s ,  w h ic h  w i l l  g i v e  1 ’ o v i t a  a b it  o f  
a l i f t  o v e r  o n e  o f  the r o u g h  spots i n ­
cident to the p r e side n tia l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
t h e r e b y  also h e l p in g  y o u r s e l f  because 
it enables y o u  to d o  y o u r  C e n t r a l  A m e r ­
ican f r i e n d  a f a v o r ;  a n d  I ,  o n  m y  p a r t ,  
u n d e r t a k e  a n d  g u a ra n t e e  to  h a n d le  the 
p u b l i c it y  e nd o f  it in W a s h i n g t o n ,  m a k ­

i n g  a l a r g e - h e a d lin e  melee o f  i t ,  f o r  th e  
sole a n d  selfish p u r p o s e  o f  s h o w i n g  the 
m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  o f  m y  n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  
his ‘ s t a r t - s o m e t h i n g ’ p r o p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  
he cy n ic a lly  m a d e  to  se ven o t h e r  m e n  
a h e a d  o f  m e  h e r e ,  i s n ’ t  such a w i l d  
a n d  im po ssib le  r a b b i t  d r e a m  as he  n o  
d o u b t  im agin e s it t o  b e .”

“ T h a t ' s  a b o u t  th e  j o u r n a le s e  o f  i t ,  
J o e , ”  re p lie d  H a z e l h u r s t .  “ A n d  the 
p la n  appeals t o  m e  as a T h a n k s g i v i n g  
t u r k e y  appeals  t o  a k i d .  I ’m  m i g h t y  
g la d  I  m e t u p  w i t h  y o u  a n d  t h a t  y o u  
s p r u n g  the scheme. W h e n  w ill  I  start 
the s h o w ? ”

‘ T v e  g o t t w o  i m p o r t a n t  t h in g s  to  
d o  b e f o r e  the c u r t a i n  goes u p .  O n e  o f  
t h e m  is to  a r r a n g e  t o  get the e x c lu s iv e  
n e w s  f r o m  the seat o f  w a r ,  a n d  the 
o t h e r  is t o  a tt e n d  to it t h a t  the w h o le  
t h i n g  r e m a in s  m y  e x c lu s i v e  n e w s  s t o r y  
u n t il  the t r e a t y  o f  peace is s ign e d, as 
it w e r e . ”

“ T h e  first p a r t  o f  t h a t  is easier t h a n  
fish in g  f o r  su n  p e r c h  w i t h  a h a n d  line 
f r o m  a f l a t - b o t t o m e d  s k i f f , ”  said H a z e l ­
h u r s t .  “ S e n d  a m a n ,  w h o  is f o r  y o u  
a n d  w h o m  y o u  can t r u s t  a b s o lu t e ly ,  
d o w n  to  C o s t a d o r  w i t h  m e — I ’ll f o o t  
his bills, d o n ’ t w o r r y  a b o u t  t h a t — to 
w r i t e  the ‘ scenes an d i n c id e n ts ’ o f  the 
h a r r o w i n g  a f f a i r .  Ide can w i r e  his s tu ff  
t o  y o u  h e re  in W a s h i n g t o n  in code, 
a n d  y o u  can t r a n s m i t  th e  e x c lu s iv e  s tu ff  
t o  y o u r  n e w s p a p e r  in b r i t tl e ,  r a m p a g e ­
o u s E n g l i s h — a n d  the re  y o u  a r e .”

R a y m o n d  glan ced at his f r i e n d  w i t h  
f r a n k  a d m i r a t i o n .

“ A  p r e t t y  f a ir i s h  k i n d  o f  a n e w s ­
p a p e r  m a n  w as lost f r o m  som e p a p e r ’ s 
p a y  roll w h e n  I J o v i t a  t u r n e d  y o u  into  
such an in c o n se q u e n t til in g  as a m i l ­
l io n a ir e ,  J i m , ”  he said to his f r i e n d .  
“ O r  else t h e r e ’s m o r e  in t e le p a t h y  th a n  
m o s t  o f  us a c k n o w le d g e .  Y o u  beat m e  
t o  the e x p r e s s io n  o f  the v e r y  p l a n  I  
w a s  a b o u t  to suggest. N o t  o n l y  t h a t ,  
b u t  I ’v e  g o t  e x a c t l y  th e  m a n  f o r  the 
j o b .  M a n  b y  th e  n a m e  o f  F i n d l a y ,  m y  
pre de ce sso r h e r e  f o r  the N e w s -T r ib u n e .
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F e l l o w  as s q u a re  as a d ie ,  stanch as 
t e a k w o o d ,  a n d  c o n s u m e d  w i t h  a sleep­
less a m b i ti o n  to  p u t  o n e  o v e r  o n  M a r s -  
d e n ,  e ve n  i f  he ha s to  d o  it b y  p r o x y ;  
th a t is, b y  h e l p in g  m e  to  d o  i t . ”

■‘ W e ’ll c o u n t  F i n d l a y  in o n  it,  t h e n , ”  
said H a z e l h u r s t .  “ C a n  y o u  get h i m  o n  
the p h o n e  a n d  fe tc h  h i m  d o w n  h e r e ? ”

R a y m o n d  n o d d e d ,  h a d  the w a i t e r  
fe tc h  a p o r t a b le  te le p h o n e ,  called u p  
F i n d l a y  at the l a t t e r ’ s h o m e ,  a n d  w i t h i n  
t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  F i n d l a y ,  b l i n k i n g  w o n -  
d e r i n g l y ,  j o i n e d  the t w o  c o m p la c e n t -  
l o o k i n g  c o n s p ir a t o r s  at the table.

“ W e ’ re s t a r t i n g  a little w a r  h e re , 
F i n d l a y , ”  said R a y m o n d  to  his p r e d e ­
cessor, a f t e r  i n t r o d u c i n g  h i m  to  H a z e l -  
h u r t .  “ D o  y o u  w a n t  to ge t in o n  th e  
g r o u n d  f l o o r ? "

“ 1 ha te p e a c e ,”  q u i c k l y  replie d F i n d ­
l a y  w it h  a g r i n .  “  ‘ F i n d l a y ’ is n ’ t e x ­
a ctly  w h a t  y o u ’d call a 1 ’ ro v e u c a l  n a m e ,  
y o u 'l l  r e m e m b e r .  1 t h i n k  i t ’s C o n n e ­
m a r a .  A s  f o r  the g r o u n d  f lo o r,  th a t's  
as g o o d  a place as a n y  in w h i c h  to  
p a r t ic ip a te  in a w a r — unless i t ’ s the 
c e lla r .”

“ D o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  co u ld  e n d u r e  the 
rig o r s  an d h a r d s h ip s  in c id e n t to l i v i n g  
in A i r .  H a z e l h u r s t ' s  pa la tia l  h a cie n d a  
in C o s t a d o r  f o r  t w o  o r  thre e  m o n t h s ,  
F i n d l a y ? "  R a y m o n d  a ske d his o ld asso­
ciate.

" A f t e r  a W a s h i n g t o n  b o a r d i n g  house 
— a n y t h in g : ,"  F i n d l a y  la u g h e d .

W h e r e u p o n ,  R a y m o n d ,  w i t h  o cca ­
sional s id e -lig h t i n t e r p o la t io n s  b y  H a z e l -  
h u r s t ,  u n f o l d e d  the w h o le  p la n  t o  F i n d ­
l a y .  T h e  l a t t e r ’ s eyes w ere a b laze  v. till 
interest an d a n tic ip a t io n  t h r o u g h o u t  
R a y m o n d ’ s succinct bu t p ic tu re s q u e  de­
v e l o p m e n t  o f  the schem e, a n d  w h e n  
R a y m o n d  finished b y  a s k in g  h i m ,  “ W h a t  
d o  y o u  t h i n k  o f  it ,  v i e w i n g  it ,  so to 
speak, as the s o r t  o f  m e d icin e  to fill 
D o c t o r  M a r s d e n ’ s ‘ s t a r t - s o m e t h i n g ’ p r e ­
s criptio n  ?" F i n d l a y ,  in his e x c it e m e n t ,  
p u s h e d  b a c k  his c h a ir ,  sto o d u p ,  a n d  
g r a s p e d  R a y m o n d  b y  b o th  s h o u ld e rs.

“ I t ' s  an u n be a ta b le  h a n d ,  R a y m o n d

— t h a t's  w h a t  I  t h i n k  o f  i t !"  he e x ­
claim e d e n t h u s ia s t ic a lly .  “ I t  w il l  ta k e  
a n y  t r i c k  t h a t ’s been p l a y e d  o n  the 
n e w s p a p e r  b o a r d  f o r  a g e n e r a t i o n  in 
this- t o w n  o f  h e f t y  n e w s p a p e r  h a n d s .  
I t  is b o t h  in g e n io u s  a n d  s im p le ,  a n d  
th a t c o m b i n a t i o n  a lw a y s  is a su re  w i n ­
n e r .  I t ’ s th e  cha n ce  o f  y o u r  l i f e  to 
p u t  a s u r e - e n o u g h  b ig  t h i n g  across, n o t  
o n l y  o n  A l a r s d c n ,  b u t  u p o n  th e  n e w s ­
p a p e r  w o r l d  in g e n e r a l .  T h a n k s  a t h o u ­
sand tim es f o r  i n v i t i n g  m e  in  o n  it. 
D o n ' t  w o r r y  a b o u t  m y  c o v e r i n g  m y  
e n d .  I t  w ill  b e l l  picnic  to  h e lp o u t  o n  
such an a s s i g n m e n t .”

T h e  th re e  m e n  a d j o u r n e d  f r o m  the 
g r i ll  to R a y m o n d ’ s office to h a v e  a g o o d ­
n ig h t  s m o k e  o v e r  details o f  the p l a n .  
R a y m o n d  o p e n e d  a t e le g r a m  l y i n g  o n  
his d e s k , re ad it w i t h  a g r i m  sm ile ,  a n d  
passed it to the o th e rs to re a d . T h e  
t e le g r a m  r e a d :

I find no noticeable change in our W a s h ­
ington service since your assumption o f  the 
work, except that it is perhaps a little more 
barren than before. It is, however, “ nice 
and even.’’ Consider this carefully.

Marsdkn.

“ I t  looks as i f  it is a b o u t  t im e  f o r  
m e  to ' . 't a r t  s o m e t h i n g , ’ d o e s n ’ t i t ? ”  said 
R a y m o n d .

“ T h a t ’s o n l y  A l a r s d e n ’s o p e n i n g  g u n , "  
said F i n d l a y .  " N o w  y o u ’ re in f o r  a 
b o m b a r d m e n t  t h a t  w o n ’ t let u p  u n ­
til-------- "  H e  hesita ted.

“ U n t i l , "  R a y m o n d  p u t  in to  he lp h in t  
o u t ,  “ y o u  get d o w n  to C o s t a d o r  w i t h  
H a z e l h u r s t  a n d  w e  ge t o u r  p e r s o n a l l y  
co n d u c te d  w a r  a g o i n g .  W h e n  are y o u  
g o i n g  t o  s t a r t  f o r  C o s t a d o r ,  o ld m a n ? ” 
t u r n i n g  to H a z e l h u r s t .  " I ’d hate to 
get the m i t t e n  f r o m  A l a r s d c n  b e f o r e  I  
h a v e  a chance to  pose as ‘ the p e r i p a -  
petic n e w s  p i v o t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n . ’ ”

" I ' m  r e a d y  t o  g o  a n y  t i m e , "  p r o m p t l y  
replie d H a z e l h u r s t .  " T h e r e ’ s n o t h i n g  
to  ke e p m e  h e re . C o u l d  y o u  g o  b y  clay 
a f t e r  t o - m o r r o w  ?”  t u r n i n g  to  F i n d l a y .  
“ W e ’ll t r a v e l  in c o m p a n y . ”

F i n d l a y  e x p l a i n e d  to H a z e l h u r s t  t h a t
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f o u r  o r  five m i n u t e s  w a s  a c o n sid e ra b le  
space o f  tim e  f o r  a n e w s p a p e r  m a n  
to  get h i m s e l f  r e a d y  f o r  a t r i p  t o  a n y  
d e s t in a t io n ,  i n c l u d i n g  B a n g k o k ,  B e n a ­
res, o r  b e y o n d .

T h e  th re e  m e n  spent the f o l l o w i n g  
d a y  in g o i n g  o v e r  the “ p l o t , "  i t e m  b y  
i te m , in d e c id in g  u p o n  a w i r e  code o f  
th e ir  o w n ,  an d in t a l k i n g  o v e r  in t i m a t e  
details o f  the scheme w i t h  S e n o r  F o -  
d r i d o ,  the C o s t a d o r i a n  m i n is t e r  in 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  w h o ,  a close f r i e n d  o f  
H a z .e l h u r s t ’ s, r a p t u r o u s l y  h e a r d  o f  th e  
plan  w h ic h  w as so m u c h  in the interest 
o f  his p a t r o n  a n d  c h i e f ,  B o v i t a ,  a n d  
p r o m is e d  to  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h i n  bis 
p o w e r  to f o r w a r d  it ,  d i p l o m a t i c a l l y  a n d  
o t h e r w i s e ,  w h e n  the t im e  cam e f o r  h i m  
to act.

W i t h i n  f o r t y - e i g h t  hours- a f t e r  R a y ­
m o n d 's  m e e t in g  w i t h  I l a z e l h u r s t  a n d  
his g e r m i n a t io n  o f  the n a iv e  idea o f  
e n g a g in g  C o s t a d o r  a n d  th e  U n i t e d  
State s in a sort o f  h y p o t h e t i c a l  o r  te n ­
ta t i v e  w a r ,  I l a z e l h u r s t  w a s  o n  his w a y  
ba ck to the lan d o f  B o v i t a  w i t h  F i n d l a y .

C H A P T E R  V I .

Jo s e  Je s u s  S a n t a  M a r i a  R a m o n  B o ­
v i t a ,  p re s id e n t o f  th e  r e p u b lic  o f  C o s ­
t a d o r ,  a p p e a red t o  be in h ig h  a n d  e ve n  
r ip p li n g  spirits,  as, s t a n d in g  u n d e r  a 
s o f t l y  fla p p in g  m a r q u e e  il l u m in e d  b y  
t in y  v a r i - h u e d  electric bulbs s k i l l f u l l y  
h i d d e n  be hin d tr o p ic a l  p lan ts a n d  b lo s ­
som s, he receiv ed his guests.

11 is p l a n n e r  w a s  one o f  stateli­
ness a n d  gra cio u sn e ss, p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  
m i n g le d .  I f  it be d o u b t e d  t h a t  a m a n  
w h o s e  stature b a r e ly  a p p r o x i m a t e s  five  
feet f o u r ,  e ven w i t h  the aid  o f  m i l i t a r y  
heels, can be s ta te ly ,  it is o n l y  n eces­
sa ry to  recall N a p o l e o n ,  f o r  a single 
instance o f  u n d e r s iz e d  g r a n d e u r .  M o r e ­
o v e r ,  the office has a g o o d  deal t o  d o  
w i t h  the m a k i n g  o f  the m a n n e r .  B o v i t a  
h a d  been a p r e s id e n t f o r  se ve n  ye a r s .  
O n  this n i g h t  he w as g i v i n g  a fe te  o n  
the p a lm -s c r e e n e d  l a w n  o f  his palace—

h e  p r e f e r r e d  to  call it the e x e c u t i v e  
m a n s i o n — in his capita l  o f  E s p a r t a  t o  
celebrate th e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  his acces­
sion to the p r e s id e n c y .

H e  w a s clad in th e  u n i m a g i n a t i v e  
e v e n i n g  dress o f  the m e n  o f  n o r t h e r n  
la n d s ,  a dress w h i c h  a lw a y s  seems f a t ­
u o u s  i f  n o t  a c t u a l ly  g ro te s q u e  w h e n  
w o r n  in a tr o p ic a l  c o u n t r y .  A  d i a m o n d -  
s tu d d e d  T u r k i s h  d e c o r a t io n ,  su sp e n d e d  
b y  a w id e  r ib b o n  o f  red silk ,  d a n g le d  
g l i t t e r i n g l y  o n  the b o s o m  o f  his sh irt .  
O t h e r  d e c o r a t io n s ,  n o n e  o f  t h e m  less 
o r n a t e ,  a n d  all o f  t h e m  g e m - s t u d d e d ,  
w e r e  a tta che d in a n eat a n d  im p r e s s iv e  
d o u b le  r o w  o n  b o t h  sides o f  his coat. 
I n  his h a n d  he held a c ru sh  h a t ,  w h ic h  
he used g a ll a n t l y  a n d  g r a n d il o q u e n tl y ' .

B o v i t a ,  r e s p o n d i n g  to  the f l o r i d l y  
p h r a s e d  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o f  his guests,  
s p o k e  q u i e t l y ,  m o d e s t l y ,  o f  his h u m b l e  
e f f o r t s ,  d u r i n g  the se ven ye a r s  o f  his 
i n c u m b e n c y ,  to place C o s t a d o r  u p o n  a 
p e r m a n e n t  basis o f  peace an d p r o s p e r ­
i t y ;  o f t e n  his to n e  w a s  p itc h e d  so l o w  
t h a t  it b a r e ly  co u ld be h e a r d  a b o v e  the 
h u m  o f  the s t r in g  o r c h e s tra  w h i c h ,  e m ­
b o w e r e d  a m id  t w i n k l i n g  lights som e d is ­
tance a w a y ,  p l a y e d  i n d u s t r i o u s l y ,  b u t  
n e v e r  b o is t e ro u s ly .

I t  w a s close u p o n  ten o ’ clock at n i g h t ,  
a n d  the fe te  w a s  at the h e ig h t o f  its 
b r i ll ia n c y ,  w h e n  I l a z e l h u r s t ,  w h o  h a d  
r e t u r n e d  to  C o s t a d o r  b u t  a w e e k  b e f o r e ,  
a f t e r  his a n n u a l  v i s it  to  the U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  stepped f r o m  his m o t o r  car at 
th e  gate to the palace g r o u n d s ,  a n d  
l o u n g e d  t h r o u g h  the l o n g  f r o n d - a r c h e d  
v i s t a  o f  t w i n k l i n g  lig hts in the d ir e c ­
tio n  o f  the p r e s i d e n t ’ s m a r q u e e .  A  cer­
t a in  s w a g g e r  w i t h  w h ic h  H a z e l l n i r s t  
c a r rie d  h i m s e lf  w a s  as n a tu r a l  t o  h i m  
as the ha bit o f  b r u s h i n g  his t e e t h ; b u t  
he w a s  w a t c h e d  o u t  o f  a g o o d  m a n y  
eyes fixe d  asla nt as he s tr o d e  a l o n g ;  
a n d  the shru gs o f  the m e n — m o s t l y  u n ­
d e r s i z e d — w h o  th u s  r e g a r d e d  h i m  m i g h t  
easily h a v e  been tr a n s la te d  i n t o  sneers 
b y  a d r a g o m a n  v e r s e d  in the jealousies 
o f  little m e n .  I l a z e l h u r s t ,  w h o  w a s  s ix
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fe e t t h r e e ,  t o w e r e d  a g o o d  he a d  o v e r  
m o s t  o f  th e  m e n  w i t h  w h o m  he b r u s h e d  
elb o w s as he passed a l o n g ; the re  w a s  
n o t  a w r i n k l e  in his e v e n i n g  dress— a n d  
the m e n  o f  tr o p ic a l  lands r a r e l y  ac­
q u ir e  the a r t  o f  w e a r i n g  u n r u m p l e d  
e v e n i n g  clothes. H a z e l h u r s t  lo o k e d  to  
he v e r y  m u c h  a t  h o m e  a n d  v e r y  c o n ­
fid e n t  o f  h i m s e l f  as he d r e w  n e a r  to 
B o v i t a ' s  m a r q u e e .

“ T h e  g r i n g o  g r e n a d i e r , ’ ' sn eered one 
in a g r o u p  o f  the little m e n ,  in S p a n ­
ish, as H a z e l h u r s t  p a s s e d ;  a n d the re  
w as a little u n p le a s a n t l a u g h ,  f o l l o w e d  
b y  shrugs a n d  t w i r l i n g *  o f  m u s ta c h e s .

A  p a r t y  o f  th re e  h i g h l y  d e c o r a t iv e  
officers o f  th e  C o s t a d o r i a n  a r m y  w e re  
in the act o f  m a k i n g  a b a c k w a r d ,  b o w ­
in g  r e tre a t f r o m  th e  p r e s id e n t's  m a r ­
qu e e , w h e n  H a z e l h u r s t ,  w h o  h a d  ha lte d  
to a w a i t  his o p p o r t u n i t y  to a p p r o a c h  
B o v i t a  a lo n e ,  s tro d e  t o w a r d  th e  p r e s ­
id e n t w i t h  e x t e n d e d  h a n d .

T h e  s q u a t,  s t o c k y  fig u re  o f  B o v i t a  
s u d d e n l y  becam e t a u t ,  r ig id .  T h e  
b e a r d - c r i n k l i n g  smile v a n is h e d  f r o m  
his face as s u d d e n l y  as the g r i m a c e  is 
erased f r o m  the co u n te n a n c e  o f  a d a n -  
seuse w h e n  she r e a d ie s  the “ w i n g s . ”  
A  h e a v y  scow l t o o k  its place. T h e  B o ­
v i t a  b r o w  w a s  d r a w n  i n t o  tig h t fo ld s  
o f  visib le w r a t h  w h e r e  it ha d been as 
s m o o th  as the s u r fa c e  o f  a p a r k  lake 
bu t an insta n t b e f o r e ;  a n d  the w i d e ,  
b r i g h t ,  t e a m i n g ’ B o v i t a  eyes s u d d e n l y  
became slit ted. w a r e ,  w a t c h f u l .

B u t  it  w as n o t  u n til  B o v i t a ,  w i t h  his 
h a n ds be hin d his b a d e ,  stood g l o w e r ­
in g  u p  at h i m  tha t the careless, u n o b ­
s e r v a n t  H a z e l h u r s t  p a u s e d  a b r u p t l y  
p e r m i t t e d  his e x t e n d e d  h a n d  t o  d r o p  
at his side, a n d  g a z e d  w i t h  s e e m in g 
m y s tific a tio n  b a c k  i n t o  the slitted eyes 
o f  the p re sid e n t.

H a z e l h u r s t ,  v e r y  erect, b u t  w i t h  his 
chin necessarily depressed in o r d e r  t h a t  
he m i g h t  g a z e ,  d o w n  at a m a n  f u l l y  a 
f o o t  be neath h i m  in s ta tu r e ,  m a d e  so m e  
b r i e f  r e m a r k  in a l o w  to n e . B o v i t a ,  
n e v e r  m o v i n g ,  h u t  p r e s e r v i n g  the t a u t ­

ness t h a t  m a d e  h i m ,  f o r  the m o m e n t ,  
l o o k  o d d l y  like  a fig u r e  in a w a x w o r k s  
e x h i b i t i o n ,  re p lie d  b r i e f l y  a n d  b r i t t i l y ,  
h u t  also in  th e  l o w  to n e  t h a t  w a s  h a b i t ­
u al w i t h  h i m .  B u t  th e  little b la c k  
s pa rks o f  l ig h t  b e t w e e n  his h a lf- c lo s e d ,  
h e a v y - l i d d e d  eyes se emed to g l o w  a n d  
g l e a m  w i t h  a n g e r  as he s po ke .

A  n u m b e r  o f  w a t c h f u l  officials o f  
t h e  C o s t a d o r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  offi­
cers o f  the C o s t a d o r i a n  a r m y ,  w h o  h a d  
w itn e sse d  the b e g i n n i n g  o f  the e x t r a o r ­
d i n a r y  scene, m a d e  as i f  to press closer 
t o  the m a r q u e e  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  o v e r ­
h e a r  w h a t  passed b e tw e e n  t h e ir  p r e s ­
id e n t  a n d  die  m a n  w h o .  u p  t o  t h a t  m o ­
m e n t ,  t h e y  h a d  su ppo se d t o  be t h e ir  
p r e s id e n t's  closest “ g r i n g o ”  f r i e n d ,  
c o m p a n i o n ,  a n d  b e n e fic ia r y .  B o v i t a ,  
e v e r  a le r t ,  n o tic e d  t h i s ;  sa w  h o w  the 
w o u l d - b e  e a v e s d r o p p e r s  o b v i o u s l y  w e r e  
m a k i n g  th e  p re te n se  th a t t h e ir  p re ss­
i n g - f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t s  w e r e  u n a v o i d ­
able as the result  o f  the p r e s s u r e  o f  
c r o w d s  b e h i n d  t h e m .

B o v i t a ,  f o r  an in s t a n t  r e m o v i n g  his 
u p w a r d  g a z e  at H a z e l h u r s t ,  d a r t e d  a 
q u i c k ,  c irc lin g , c o m p r e h e n s i v e  scow l at 
t h e  c u r io u s  ones w h o  t h o u g h t  to  catch 
h i m  u n a w a r e s  a n d  to p a r t a k e  o f  the 
a u r a l  as w e ll  as the visu al j o y s  o f  the 
scene. T h e y  all ca u g h t the p r e s i d e n t ’ s 
sc o w l b e f o r e  it w a s  f a i r l y  l a u n c h e d ,  so 
t o  s p e a k ; a n d  t h e y  fe ll  ha c k  w i t h  such 
lu d ic r o u s  haste a n d  c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  sev­
eral o f  t h e m  t r ip p e d  u p o n  t h e ir  h a c k -  
w a r d - p r o p e l l e d  heels an d spu rs a n d  fell  
t h u m p in g !; .-  a n d  r e a r w a r d l y  u p o n  th e  
l a w n .  T h e s e  h a s tily  p icke d  the m se lve s 
u p  a n d  ha sten e d a f t e r  those w h o  h a d  
escaped f r o m  the r a d iu s  o f  t h e ir  p r e s i ­
d e n t's  scow l w i t h o u t  a c c id e n t.  W i t h i n  
c o n s id e r a b ly  less tha n  a m i n u t e  a f t e r  
the b e g i n n in g  o f  the scene, B o v i t a  a n d  
H a z e l h u r s t  w e r e  alone u n d e r  the 
m a r q u e e ,  w i t h  n o  w o u l d - b e  lis tener 
n e a r e r  th a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  feet o f  t h e m .

“  ‘ T h e  f a v o r i t e  n o w  stan d s u p o n  th e  
k i n g ’ s r u g , ’ ”  s m i li n g ly  m u r m u r e d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  the pleased little C o s t a d o r i a n
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officials a n d  officers, r e p e a ti n g  an o ld  
p hra se  o f  S p a n is h  c o u r ti e r s .  S o m e  o f  
t h e m  a d d e d : “ T h e  g r e n a d ie r  a p pe a rs
to be p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a m a r c h !”

T h e  c o n v e r s a ti o n  b e t w e e n  B o v i t a  a n d  
H a z e l h u r s t  lasted e x a c t l y  th re e  a n d  
o n e - h a l f  m i n u t e s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  an h is ­
t o r ia n  obsessed w i t h  the m a n ia  f o r  ac­
c u r a c y  w h o  w as p r e se n t a n d  w h o  t o o k  
the tro u b le  to t im e  it. T h e n ,  o f  a s u d ­
d e n ,  the p re s id e n t b r o u g h t  his c r u s h  
hat so v i o le n t l y  d o w n  u p o n  the o u t ­
s tre tch ed p a l m  o f  his l e f t  h a n d  as u n ­
e x p e c t e d ly  to  o pen the h a t— w h i c h ,  ac­
c o r d i n g  to the same h i s to r i a n ,  se emed 
to  occasion the p re s id e n t c o n sid e rab le  
s u r p r is e . A  v i o le n t  r e m a r k ,  p r o b a b l y  
one o f  dism issal,  n o  d o u b t ,  a c c o m ­
pa n ie d  the i n v o l u n t a r y  o p e n i n g  o f  th e  
collapsible h a t ; at a n y  ra te ,  B o v i t a  at 
th a t m o m e n t  t u r n e d  his b a c k  u p o n  
H a z e l h u r s t ,  an d the l a t t e r ,  still very- 
erect, b u t  w i t h  a g o o d  deal m o r e  t h a n  
the usual a m o u n t  o f  c o lo r  in his cheeks, 
l io w e d  e ve r so s l ig h t l y ,  w h e e le d ,  a n d  
strode r a p id ly  t h r o u g h  the s h r u g g i n g ,  
sm ilin g  c r o w d  t o w a r d  the palace ga te .

1 l a z e lh u r s t  w a s  s te p p in g  across the 
w a l k  to en te r his w a i t i n g  m o t o r  ca r 
w h e n  a s h o r t ,  s m o o t h - s h a v e n ,  so m e ­
w h a t  fuss)-,  a n d  w o r r i e d - l o o k i n g  m a n  in 
e v e n i n g  dress hailed h i m  f r o m  the step 
o f  the a u to m o b ile  w h i c h  he  w a s  o n  the 
p o in t  o f  e n te rin g .

“ T h a t  y o u ,  H a z e l h u r s t ? ”  said the 
vo ice  in a v e r y  easily r e c o g n iza b le  
“ d o w n - E a s t ”  t w a n g .  “ W a i t  a m i n u t e ,  
w ill  y o u ?  I  w a n t  to h a v e  a little t a l k  
w i t h  y o u . ”

“ O h ,  h e llo ,  R o c k l a n d , ”  said H a z e l -  
h u r s t ,  s te p p in g  b a c k  f r o m  his c a r,  a n d  
h o l d in g  o u t  his h a n d  to the A m e r i c a n  
m in is t e r  to  C o s t a d o r .  “ A n y t h i n g  p a r ­
tic u la r y o u  w a n t  to  t a l k  a b o u t ?  I ’m  i n  
a bit o f  a h u r r y . ”

“ W e l l ,  i t ’ s r a t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r , ”  replie d 
M i n i s t e r  R o c k l a n d .  " I  d o n ’t k n o w  
w h e t h e r  y o u 'l l  w a n t  to  t a l k  a b o u t it o r  
n o t ;  h u t ,  i f  y o u  d o ,  I ' m  h e re  to listen. 
I  n o tic e d  th a t little a f f a i r  b e t w e e n  y o u

a n d  the p r e s i d e n t .  I t  a m a z e d  m e ,  o f  
course. I  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  p r y ,  u n d e r ­
s t a n d ,  H a z e l h u r s t .  B u t  i f  t h e r e ’ s a n y ­
t h i n g  y o u  w a n t  to  sa y t o  m e ,  o r  th a t 
I  can d o -------- ”

“ J u s t  send y o u r  car h o m e ,  t h e n ,  a n d  
t a k e  a b i t  o f  a rid e  a b o u t  w i t h  m e  in 
m i n e , ”  su ggested H a z e l h u r s t .  “ I  w a n t  
t o  get o u t  t o  m y  place as soon as p o s ­
sible— i t ’ s necessary t h a t  I  s h o u ld — bu t 
p e r h a p s  it w il l  be j u s t  as w e ll  f o r  me 
t o  tell y o u  w h a t  this t h i n g  is all a b o u t .”

T h e  A m e r i c a n  m i n is t e r  d ir e c te d  his 
c h a u f f e u r  to  tak e  his ca r to the g a r a g e ,  
a n d  t o o k  a seat beside H a z e l h u r s t  in 
th e  l a t t e r ’ s c a r.  T h e y  d r o v e  s l o w l y  in 
the d ir e c t io n  o f  the A m e r i c a n  m i n i s ­
te r 's  resid ence. N o t h i n g  w a s  said be­
t w e e n  the t w o  m e n  f o r  so m e  t im e ,  
H a z e l h u r s t  le a n in g  b a c k  a n d  t h o u g h t ­
f u l l y  t w i r l i n g  his m u s t a c h e ,  a n d  the 
m i n i s t e r  a p p a r e n t l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  h i m  to 
b r e a k  the silence. F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  so me 
f i d g e t in g ,  M r .  R o c k l a n d  w a s  the first 
t o  spe a k.

" Y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ,  I  h o p e ,  H a z e l h u r s t ,  
t h a t  I  h a v e n ’t the least desire t o  a p p e a r  
i n t r u s i v e , ”  he said n e r v o u s l y .  “ B u t  it 
w a s  su ch an o d d - l o o k i n g  business, a n d  
B o v i t a  seemed t o  be so d e lib e ra te ly  in ­
t e n t u p o n  s h o w i n g  y o u  u p ,  as the say­
i n g  is, t h a t -------- ”

" O h ,  I  d o n ’ t m i n d  the ‘s h o w i n g - u p ’ 
p a r t  o f  i t , ”  H a z e l h u r s t  i n t e r r u p t e d  h i m  
w i t h  a la u g h  t h a t  s o u n d e d  slig h tly  
f o r c e d .  “ I t ’ s m y  t w o  m e n ,  H a v e n  an d 
P a r k e r ,  t h a t  I ’m  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t .”

“ T w o  o f  y o u r  e m p lo y e e s ,  y o u  m e a n ,  
H a z e l h u r s t ? ”  a ske d  M r .  R o c k l a n d .

“ Y e s ;  a n d  m i g h t y  g o o d  f r i e n d s  o f  
m i n e ,  t o o ,  as well  as e m p l o y e e s ,”  re ­
plie d H a z e l h u r s t .  “ I ’d f o r g o t t e n  th a t 
y o u  h a d n ' t  m e t  t h e m ; this is th e  first 
t i m e  t h e y ’v e  co m e  i n t o  E s p a r t a  since 
y o u  t o o k  y o u r  post h e r e . T h e y ' r e  m y  
t w o  c h i e fs ,  in c h a r g e  o f  m y  interests 
d o w n  in the p r o v i n c e  o f  T r u x i l l o .  F r e d  
H a v e n  is m y  he a d  m i n i n g  e n g in e e r,  
a n d  G e o r g e  P a r k e r  is m y  p l a n t a t io n  su­
p e r i n t e n d e n t  ; first-cla ss, splendid f e l ­
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l o w s ,  b o t h  o f  t h e m . I ’ d  s w e a r  to  th e  
i n t e g r i t y  o f  the p a i r  o f  t h e m  i n  a n y  
c o u r t  in the w o r l d . ”

" W e l l ,  w h o  seems t o  be d o u b t i n g  
t h e ir  i n t e g r i t y ? ”  i n q u i r e d  the A m e r i c a n  
m i n is t e r .  “ B o v i t a ? ”

H a z e l h u r s t  h e sita te d a n d  t o o k  se veral 
l o n g  w h i f f s  o n  his c ig a r  b e fo r e  r e p l y i n g .

" T h e r e ’ s n o t h i n g  ‘o ffic ia l , ’ as y o u  
m i g h t  call i t ,  a b o u t  this little t a l k  w e ’ re 
h a v i n g ,  is t h e r e ,  R o c k l a n d  ?”  he a ske d  
t h e n .

“ C e r t a i n l y  n o t , ”  replie d the A m e r i ­
can m i n i s t e r ,  p u ffi n g  o u t  his cheeks 
w i t h  a ce rtain  harm le ss a ir  o f  p o m ­
p o s i t y .  “ N o t ,  o f  c o u rs e , unless y o u  d e ­
sire m e  so t o  co n sid e r it . O f  co u rse , 
i f  y o u  w is h  to lod ge  a c o m p l a in t  w i t h  
m e ,  t h e n -------- ”

“ O h ,  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  like t h a t — n o t  
y e t ,  at a n y  r a t e , "  p u t  in H a z e l h u r s t  
h a s t il y ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  r a t h e r  m irth le s s  
la u g h . “ I  d o n ' t  believe in s e ttin g u p  a 
w h i m p e r  b e f o r e  th e  lash fa lls . A n d  y e t
■--------”  H e  b r o k e  o f f  a n d  b e ga n  t o  pu ll
v e r y  bu s ily  o n  his cigar.

“ W e l l ,  w e ’ ll co n sid e r the t a l k  c o n fi­
d e n t ia l ,  t h e n , ”  sa id M r .  R o c k l a n d ,  a 
slig ht n o te  o f  i r r i t a t i o n  in  his to n e  w h e n  
he p e r c e iv e d  th a t H a z e l h u r s t  h a d  n o  a p ­
p a r e n t  i n c lin a t io n  to p r o c e e d . “ Y o u  
h a v e n ’t y e t  to ld  m e  w h a t  sort o f  a  
scrape y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  e m p lo y e e s  are 
i n ,  o r  w h a t  d a n g e r ,  i f  a n y ,  th r e a te n s  
t h e m . W a s  it a b o u t  t h e m  t h a t  y o u  h a d  
the r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e - l o o k i n g  t i f f  w i t h  
the p r e s id e n t  ?”

“ W h y  u n f o r t u n a t e ?  W a s  th e  little 
passage b e t w e e n  B o  v i t a  a n d  m y s e l f  o b ­
s e r v e d ? ”  q u ic k ly  i n q u i r e d  H a z e l h u r s t .

" O b s e r v e d ? ”  said the A m e r i c a n  m i n ­
is te r ,  s t r o n g ly  e m p h a s i z i n g  the w o r d .  
“ W h y ,  it w a s  the sensation o f  the n i g h t ! 
E v e r y b o d y  s a w  it. E s p a r t a  n o  d o u b t  
is b u z z i n g  like a t h o u s a n d  bee hive s o v e r  
it at this pre se n t m o m e n t .  Y o u  co u ld 
h a v e  h e a r d  a p i n  d r o p  o n  th e  l a w n  w h i l e  
y o u  w e r e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  B o v i t a .  A n d ,  o f  
c o u rse , the g r i n g o  h a te r s  are d e lig h te d . 
I t  m u s t  h a v e  been a p r e t t y  serious c o n ­

v e r s a t i o n ,  o r  B o v i t a  w o u l d n ’t  h a v e  
t a k e n  such e la b o ra te  p a in s  to  in d ic a te  
t o  all h a n d s  y o u r  s u d d e n  a n d  s e e m in g ly 
c o m p le te  fa ll  f r o m  his f a v o r  a n d  g o o d  
g r a c e s .”

“ T r u e  e n o u g h , ”  said H a z e l h u r s t .  
“ T h e r e ' s  n o  reason w h y  y o u  s h o u l d n 't  
k n o w  a b o u t  i t ,  a l t h o u g h ,  as I  s a y ,  I  
d o n ' t  w a n t  y o u  to t a k e  it t h a t  I  a m  
r e g is te r in g  a n y  c o m p l a in t .  T h e r e  is n ’t ,  
o f  c o u rse , a n y t h i n g  to c o m p l a in  a b o u t  
y e t .  A n d  e v e n  i f  a n y t h i n g  s h o u ld  h a p ­
p e n  as t o  w h ic h  y o u  m i g h t  r e g a r d  it 
y o u r  d u t y  to  tak e  d i p l o m a t i c  a c t io n ,  I ’ d 
like to h a v e  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  y o u ’ll 
c o n f e r  w i t h  m e  b e f o r e  y o u  m a k e  a n y  
official m o v e .  F o r ,  a f t e r  all ,  a lt h o u g h  
i t  d o e s n ’ t a p p e a r ,  j u s t  y e t ,  th a t I  m y ­
self  a m  u n d e r  s u spicio n , 1 c e r t a i n ly  a m  
c o n s id e r a b ly  i n v o l v e d  a n d  c o n c e rn e d  in 
th e  a f f a i r  o w i n g  to  m y  r e la t io n s h i p  to 
the t w o  m e n  w h o  are s u s p e c te d .”

“ S u s p e c t e d ? ”  b r o k e  o u t  the A m e r i c a n  
m i n i s t e r ,  n o w  d is t in c t ly  i m p a t i e n t .  
“ W h a t  is the suspicion all a b o u t ?  W h a t  
a r e  y o u r  m e n  su spected o f  d o i n g ?  A n d  
b y  w h a t  r ig h t  does B o v i t a  suspect 
A m e r i c a n  citize n s o f -------

“ A  little m o r e  o f  the s o f t  p e d a l ,  i f  
y o u  d o n ' t  m i n d ,  R o c k l a n d , ”  i n t e r r u p t e d  
H a z e l h u r s t ,  s p e a k i n g  in a l o w  to n e . 
“ M y  c h a u f f e u r  is a C o s t a d o r i a n ,  a n d  
m a y b e  y o u ’v e  h e a rd  the s a y in g  th a t a 
C o s t a d o r i a n  can he a r an a n t roll  o v e r  
in his sleep. A s  to B o v i t a ’ s suspicions, 
h e  ha s a r i g h t  to  t h e m , as a n y  m a n  has 
w h o  consid ers t h a t  his s e c u rity  is j e o p ­
a r d i z e d .  Y o u  k n o w  h o w  o b s t r e p e r o u s  
T r o m p e r o ,  B o v i t a ’ s o ld  riv a l  a n d  e n e m y ,  
ha s b e co m e  d o w n  in the p r o v i n c e  o f  
T r u x i l l o  la te ly .  D u  r i n g  the past m o n t h  
he has p u t  his r a g - t a g - a n d - b o b t a i l  a r m y  
d o w n  th e r e  o n  a g e n u in e  f ig h t in g  basis. 
I t  is said tha t he is n o w  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  
s t r o n g  a n d  w e ll  e q u ip p e d ,  a n d  t h a t  he 
has succeeded in so d is a ffe c t in g  th e  g o v ­
e r n m e n t  t r o o p s  d o w n  th e re  th a t t h e y  
a re  r e a d y  to  g o  o v e r  t o  h i m  w h e n e v e r  
he says th e  w o r d .  T r o m p e r o  is o p e n l y  
t h r e a t e n i n g  to  m a r c h  o n  E s p a r t a .  H e
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k n o w s  t h a t  i f  he does tha t h e ’ ll fin d  a 
lo t  o f  f r i e n d s  he re , f o r  B o v i t a  ha s h a d  
to c a r r y  t h in g s  here w i t h  a h i g h  h a n d  
in o r d e r  t o  re ta in  his h o l d .  A l d a m a ,  
w h o m  B o v i t a  t h r u s t  o u t  o f  his cabinet 
t w o  yeaTs ago w h e n  he suspected h i m  
o f  p l o t t i n g  the o v e r t h r o w  o f  the g o v ­
e r n m e n t ,  is as b u s y  as a b i r d  d o g  h e re  
in E s p a r t a ,  i n t r i g u i n g  w i t h  the enemies 
o f  B o v i t a ,  a n d  th e re  is t a l k  t h a t  i f  
T r o m p e r o  fo r c e d  his w a y  here to  the 
c a p ita l ,  A l d a m a  w o u l d  j o i n  s t a n d a r d s  
w i t h  h i m ; a n d  it is m o r e  t h a n  w h i s ­
pe re d t h a t  A l d a m a  co u ld  t u r n  o v e r  a 
sizable c le m e nt o f  the g o v e r n m e n t  
t r o o p s  in a n d  a r o u n d  E s p a r t a  to T r o m ­
p e r o . B o v i t a ,  o f  c o u rse , is n ’ t asleep. 
H e  fenotys a g o o d  deal m o r e  a b o u t  all 
o f  these t h in g s  th a n  a n y b o d y  else, a n d  
he is p e r f e c t l y  a w a r e  o f  the fa c t  t h a t  
i f  T r o m p e r o  a n d  A l d a m a  succeed in  
j o i n i n g  fo rce s here a gain st h i m  he is 
d o n e  f o r  as p r e s id e n t o f  C o s t a d o r ,  i f ,  
in d e e d , his l ife  w o u l d  n o t he in d a n g e r .  
S o  tha t th e re  isn 't  a re asonable chance 
o n  e a rth  to b la m e  B o v i t a  f o r  e n t e r t a i n ­
i n g  su s p ic io n s .”

" I ' v e  h e a rd  a!J o f  this gossip,  as a 
m a i l e r  o f  c o u rse , H a z e l l m r s t , ”  said the 
A m e r i c a n  m i n is t e r ,  w h o ,  several tim es 
in the pro g re ss o f  H a z e l l m r s t ' ?  p r e s ­
e n ta tio n  o f  the s i tu a t io n ,  h a d  a t t e m p t e d  
to b r e a k  in w i t h  .questions. “ B u t  w h a t  
I a m  t r y i n g  to find o u t  is t h i s : W h a t  
has all o f  this t o  d o  w i t h  y o u r  t w o  e m ­
ployees ? W h a t  has b r o u g h t  t h e m  u n ­
d e r  suspicio n ?”

“ T h a t  last qu e stio n  is one t h a t  I  c a n 't  
a n s w e r , ”  replied H a z e l l m r s t .  “ B u t  
.B o v it a  declared t o  m e  t o - n i g h t  t h a t  
H a v e n  a n d  P a r k e r ,  m y  m o s t  t r u s t e d  
e m p lo ye e s a n d  pe rso n al f r i e n d s ,  a re  in 
league w i t h  T r o m p e r o  d o w n  in T r u x -  
illo ,  wdiere, as y o u  k n o w ,  all o f  m y  i n ­
terests a r e ; t h a t  he k n o w s  p o s i t iv e l y  
t h a t  H a v e n  a n d  P a r k e r  n o t  o n l y  are 
f o r  T r o m p e r o  as p r e s i d e n t  o r  d i c t a t o r  
o f  C o s t a d o r ,  b u t  t h a t  b o t h  o f  t h e m  al­
r e a d y  h a v e  secretly allied the m se lve s 
w i t h  T r o m p e r o ,  a n d  h elped to  finance

h i m  in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  
o f  his a r m y .  T h a t ’ s w h a t  th e  c o n v e r ­
s a tio n  b e t w e e n  B o v i t a  a n d  m y s e l f  w a s  
a b o u t  t o - n i g h t . "

" B u t  it  is a bsolu te n o n s e n s e ,  o f  
c o u rse , i s n ’t  i t ? ”  a ske d M r .  R o c k l a n d .  
" I t  m u s t  be p u r e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o n  B o -  
v i t a 's  p a r t ? ”

" W e l l ,  t h a t's  the p a r t  o f  i t  t h a t's  p u z ­
z l i n g  m e , ”  said H a z e l l m r s t  t h o u g h t ­
f u l l y .  " I t  seems in c re d ib le . H a v e n  a n d  
P a r k e r  are n o t  the so rt o f  m e n  t o  care 
a  fin g e r snap f o r  C o s t a d o r i a n  politics 
o r  a n y  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  p o litics. M o r e ­
o v e r ,  t h e y  are p r o b a b l y  th e  busiest t w o  
m e n  in C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a .  T h e y ' v e  
w’o r k e d  n i g h t  a n d  d a y  f o r  the past five 
y e a r s  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  m y  c o n ­
cessions d o w n  in T r u x i l t o ,  a n d  t h e y  
r a r e l y  get a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  w o r k  l o n g  
e n o u g h  e ve n  to  v isit  E s p a r t a .  T h e y  
o n l y  ca m e  u p  here this t im e  at m y  u r ­
g e n t so licitation  to ta lk  o v e r  som e m a t ­
te rs w i t h  m e . ”

" B u t  i f  t h e y 'r e  the so rt o f  m e n  y o u  
say t h e y  a r e ,  h o w  can it  be h u m a n l y  
possible  t h a t  t h e y ’ d d o  a n y t h i n g  so 
id io tic  as to get the m se lve s m i x e d  u p  
w i t h  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  politics o f  C o s ­
t a d o r ? ”  in q u i r e d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s ­
t e r .  " I s n ' t  it  ce rta in  t h a t  the w h o le  
t h i n g  is a d r e a m  o n  B o v i t a ’ s p a r t ? ”

" T h a t ,  as I  s a y , ”  p r o m p t l y  replie d 
H a z e l l m r s t ,  " is  w h a t  ha s g o t  m e  to 
gu e s s in g . B o v i t a  is n ’t a m a n  t o  d r e a m  
t h in g s . A  d r e a m e r  w o u l d  last a b o u t  as 
l o n g  as p re s id e n t o f  C o s t a d o r  as an 
a ig re t in a blast f u r n a c e .  E v e  k n o w n  
B o v i t a  f o r  a g o o d  m a n y  y e a r s — y o u ’ re 
awra r e ,  I  p r e s u m e ,  t h a t  lie w a s  a class­
m a t e  o f  m i n e  at C o r n e l l ? — a n d  I  k n o w  
t h a t ,  w h a t e v e r  i m a g i n a t i o n  he m a y  p o s­
sess, he d o e s n ’ t p e r m i t  it to g u m  u p  his 
m e n t a l  processes d u r i n g  office h o u r s —- 
a n d  B o v i t a ’ s office h o u r s  last  a b o u t  
t w e n t y - f i v e  h o u r s  a d a y ,  th r e e  h u n d r e d  
a n d  s i x t y - s e v e n  d a y s  a y e a r .  I f  a n y  
m a n  in  all C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  acts sole ly 
u p o n  fa c t s ,  t h a t  m a n  is J o s e  B o v i t a . ”

" T h e n , ”  p u t  in  the A m e r i c a n  m i n i s ­
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t e r  in  an a m a z e d  t o n e ,  “ y o u  are o f  the 
o p i n i o n  t h a t  B o v i t a ’ s suspicio ns as to  
y o u r  h v o  m e n  are c o r r e c t,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  
a re  r e ally  g u i l t y  o f  c o n s p i r in g  w i t h  
T r o m p e r o ? ”

“ N o t  so f a s t ,  i f  y o u  please, g o o d  
f r i e n d , ’ ’ said H a z d h u r s t .  ‘ T v e  said 
n o t h i n g  o f  the so r t .  T h e  m o s t  I ' v e  said 
as to th a t is t h a t  it m y s t i f ie s  m e . I ’ ll 
h a v e  to h a v e  a t a l k  w i t h  H a v e n  a n d  
B a r k e r  b e f o r e  I  reach m y  co n c lu s io n ,  
one w a y  o r  the o t h e r .  T h e y ’ re s n u g  in 
t h e ir  beds o u t  at m y  h a cie n d a  n o w ,  b u t  
I ' l l  r o u t  t h e m  o u t  as soon as I  get th e re  
a n d  p u t  t h e m  on the c a r p e t as t o  w h a t  
B o v i t a  says o f  t h e m . N o  m a t t e r  h o w  
the case s ta n d s ,  t h e y 'l l  tell m e  the t r u t h  
a b o u t  it . T h a t ’ s the sort o f  f e l lo w s  
t h e y  a r e .”

" W e l l , ”  said the d i p l o m a t  as th e  a u ­
t o m o b ile  s l o w e d  u p  at the c u r b  in f r o n t  
o f  his resid ence, “ it is a disa gree a ble , 
n a s ty  business at the best. W h a t  I  dis­
like m o s t  a b o u t  it ,  H a z e l h u r s t ,  is t h a t  
y o u ,  the m o st p r o m i n e n t  A m e r i c a n  
citize n  in C o s t a d o r — e r - u m p h ! n e x t  to 
m y s e l f ,  o f  co u rse — I  spe a k in an official 
sense, y o u  u n d e r s t a n d — th a t y o u  s h o u ld  
be m i x e d  u p  in i t . "

H a z e l h u r s t  a g ain  s h o w e d  his in c lin a ­
tio n  t o  “ lau gh o f f "  t h a t  p a r t  o f  it.

“ T h a t ' s  the least o f  m y  t r o u b l e s ,”  he 
said. “ I ' m  n o t e x a c t l y  in love  w i t h  
w h a t  y o u  call be in g  ‘ s h o w n  u p , '  espe­
cially  b e f o r e  an assemblage o f  people 
a m o n g  w h o m  th e r e  w e re  m a n y  w h o  
w o u l d  d e e m  it a d e lig h t to b e s t r e w  m y  
casket w i t h  tacks a n d o t h e r  b i j o u  t r y .  
B u t ,  e ve n  t h o u g h  I m a d e  a llo w a n c e  f o r  
B o v i t a — it w a s  o n ly  decent to d o  t h a t ,  
c o n s id e r in g  the difficult p o sitio n  he  n o w  
is in d o w n  h e r e — I  d i d n ’t tak e  his w i g ­

g i n g  p re c is e ly in the t u r n - t h e - o t h e r -  
c he e k s p i r it ,  p e r h a p s  y o u  n o t ic e d . I n  
f a c t ,  I  g a v e  h i m  b a c k  as g o o d  as he 
s e n t ; lost m y  t e m p e r  a b i t ,  in t r u t h ,  a n d  
I ’m  s o r r y  n o w  t h a t  I  d i d . ”

" Y o u  h a d  occasion t o  lose i t ,  in 
m y  o p i n i o n , ”  said M r .  R o c k l a n d ,  an 
A m e r i c a n  o f  the s t e r n ly  u n c o m p r o m i s ­
i n g ,  r i g h t - o r - w r o n g  species. “ A m  I  to  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  the fr i e n d s h i p  w h ic h  
has e x is t e d  so l o n g  b e tw e e n  y o u  a n d  
B o v i t a  n o w  is o f f ? ”

“ I  h o p e  n o t , "  re p lie d  H a z e l h u r s t ,  
w i t h  an a t t e m p t  at c h e e r fu ln e s s . “ I f  I  
u n d e r s t o o d  the s itu a tio n  th a t w a y ,  I ’ d 

ffie m i g h t y  s o r r y  at this m o m e n t  th a t I  
h a d n ’t so ld o u t  m y  interests here t o  a 
s y n d ic a te  t h a t  m a d e  a big o f f e r  f o r  
t h e m  w h il e  I  w a s  u p  in the U n i t e d  
State s last  m o n t h . ”

“ D o  y o u  a n tic ip a te  th a t a n y t h i n g  w il l  
h a p p e n  t o  y o u r  t w o  e m p lo y e e s ? ”  i n ­
q u ir e d  M r .  R o c k l a n d ,  g e t t in g  o u t  o f  the 
a u t o m o b i l e .

" S o m e t h i n g  m a y  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  to 
t h e m  a lr e a d y  w h il e  w e ’v e  been r i d i n g  
a r o u n d  E s p a r t a  in the m i d d l e  o f  the 
n i g h t ,  t a l k i n g  t h e ir  case o v e r , ”  said 
H a z e l h u r s t ,  r isin g  in his seat to b id  the 
A m e r i c a n  m i n is t e r  g o o d  n i g h t .  “ T h e  
im m e d i a t e  o u t l o o k  f o r  t h e m  d o e s n 't  
l o o k  v e r y  c h e e r f u l ,  j u d g i n g  f r o m  w h a t  
B o v i t a  said to  m e .  B u t  I ' l l  let y o u  
k n o w  i f  a n y t h i n g  b e fa lls  t h e m . D o n ' t  
lose a n y  sleep o v e r  t h e m . I t  w o u l d n ’ t 
d o  a n y  g o o d .  I f  B o v i t a ' s  f r i e n d s h i p  
f o r  m e  w o n ' t  keep t h e m  o u t  o f  a d u n ­
g e o n ,  I  i m a g in e  tha t n o t h i n g  else w i l l .  
G o o d  n i g h t , "  an d he dire cted his c h a u f ­
f e u r  to p u t  o n  speed a n d  m a k e  f o r  the 
H a z e l h u r s t  h a c ie n d a ,  a b o u t  t w o  miles 
b e y o n d  the o u t s k ir t s  o f  E s p a r t a .

TO BE CONTINUED.

The second and concluding p a rt o f this novel w ill appear in  the f ir s t  A ugu st 
P O P U L A R , on sale two weeks hence, J u ly  7th.
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V I . — T H E  G A P

TH E  r e t u r n  o f  H e n r y  H o r n  f r o m  
the W e s t ,  coincide n t w i t h  J o h n  
P e r r i t o n ' s  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  the a t ­
ta c k  o f  a detective w h o  had been 

engage d b y  C a r t e r ,  the b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c ­
t o r ,  b r o u g h t  r e jo i c in g  to  J e n n y .  S h e  
n o w  ha d her h a - b a n d  w i t h  h e r  again  
an d c o u ld  c o n g r a tu la t e  h e r s e lf  th a t in 
n u r s i n g  P e r r i t o n  ba de  t o  h e a lt h ,  she 
h a d  p a id  in p a r t  the debt she o w e d  h i m  
o n  acco u nt o f  his t a k i n g  h e r  o u t  o f  h e r  
o ld l ife  o f  a-s-aciation with, c r o o k s  a n d  
h e l p in g  her to m a r r y  the y o u n g  f a r m e r  
w h o m  .-he h a d  at first in te n d e d  to m a k e  
the v i c t im  o f  h e r t r i c k e r v .

j e x t n y  h a v i n g  aske d J o h n  to a ll o w  
h e r  to tell h e r h u s b a n d  the f r m h  a b o u t 
his ca re er,  recited to  H o r n  the w h o l e  
s t o r y  o f  the y o u n g  society i d le r  w h o  
f o r  the sa ke o f  M a r y  W a l e s  h a d  t a k e n  
the bla m e  f o r  th e  c r im e  o f  her b r o t h e r  
N e l s o n ,  a n d  h a d  n o w  succeeded, a f t e r  
his e-ca pe , f u s t  f r o m  t h e  police a n d  
the n  f r o m  a g a n g  o f  c r im in a ls ,  in o b lit ­
e r a t i n g  his o ld p e r s o n a l i ty  a n d  h a d  
t a k e n  u p  the l ife  o f  a la b o r e r  u n d e r  the 
n a m e  o f  J o h n  P o t t l e .

T h e  m o r n i n g  sun o n  an e a r l y  s u m ­
m e r  d a y  w a s  s t r e a m i n g  in to  P e r r i t o n ’ s 
h o a r d in g - h o u s e  b e d r o o m  w h e n  H e n r y  
H o r n  an d his y o u n g  w i f e  came to t a l k  
w it h  J o h n  a b o u t  h i -  plan s f o r  the f u ­
tu re .

, " I  c a n ’t  help b u t  be a m u s e d ,”  P e r r i -  
to n  said , s h i f t i n g  the b a n d a g e  in w h ic h  
his i n j u r e d  a r m  w a s  b o u n d .  " H e r e  are 
th re e  o f  u s — J e n n y ,  a s h r e w d  little p a l,
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w h o  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a t r a v e l i n g  circus 
to  the co nfidence g a m e — p o o r  y o u n g ­
ster ! A n d  y o u ,  a y o u n g  f a r m e r  w i t h  
a leg acy w h ic h  y o u  d o n 't  k n o w  w h a t  
t o  do w i t h .  A n d  m e ,  a f o r m e r  b u t t e r f ly  
o f  f a s h i o n ,  club s, a n d  c o ckta ils ,  o u t  o f  
a n a m e ,  a n d  o u t  o f  a j o b .  W h e n  th re e  
such are p a r t n e r s — w h y  w o r r y ?  T h e  
w o r l d  is b e f o r e  us !”

H o r n  saw  the response o f  ch eer o n  
the fa ce o f  his w i f e  w h i c h  co u ld be at 
h e r  w ill  a sensitive m i r r o r  o f  h e r 
t h o u g h t s ,  the face o f  an a c c o m p lis h e d  
actress, o r  a co u n te n a n c e  o f  stone. B u t  
h e  also s a w  t h a t  it w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a 
s h a d o w  o f  sa dness, a n d  he k n e w  t h a t  
she w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  in spite o f  all her 
p l a n s ,  M a r y  W a l e s ,  the girl w h o m  
1 ’e r r i : o n  l o v e d ,  a l t h o u g h  she w a s  the 

o n l y  one o f  all his o ld f r i e n d s  w h o  
k n e w  t h a t  he w a s  a li v e ,  still b e lie ved 
h i m  g u i l t y ,  a n d  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  w i p e  his 
m e m o r y  f r o m  h e r  m i n d .

“ I  w o u l d  he r e a d y  to  g iv e  u p  the idea 
o f  an a pple o r c h a r d  in O r e g o n  i f  the re  
was-1 a n y  w a y  in w h ic h  m y  small  capital 
c o u ld  be used to  s t a r t  us all o u t  in life  
a g a in  h e r e , ”  H e n r y  said, p u t t i n g  his 
g r e a t  h a n d  o v e r  th e  little h a n d  o f  his 
w i f e .  " I t  is fo o l is h  f o r  y o u ,  J o h n ,  to 
be g o i n g  b a c k  t o  this s t r u c t u r a l  i r o n ­
w o r k .  T h a t  is n ’t y o u r  s i z e .”

P e r r i t o n  la u g h e d .  “ A .  m a n  w h o  has 
t o  do d g e  the police in o r d e r  to  ke e p o u t 
o f  an u n c o m f o r t a b l e  electric c h a ir  m u s t  
n o t  c o m p l a in  i f  he ha s t o  be gin  at the 
b o t t o m , ”  h e  said . “  A n d  besides, d o e s n ’ t
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it  o c c u r  t o  y o u  t h a t  a m a n  w h o  h a d  the 
t r a i n i n g  I  h a d  a n d  liv e d  lik e  an o r n a ­
m e n t  the w a y  I  d i d  is n ’ t  j u s t  th e  k i n d  
o f  a f e l l o w  to beco m e  a c a p ta in  o f  i n ­
d u s t r y  w h il e  y o u  w a i t . ”

“ T h e r e ’ s a chance s o m e w h e r e , ”  e x ­
claim e d J e n n y .  “ S o m e w h e r e  s o m e b o d y  
ha s g o t  a b i g  chance w a i t i n g  w h i c h  
needs the m o n e y  H e n r y  ha s g o t ,  a n d  the 
b r a in s  y o u ' v e  g o t . ’ ’

“ B r a i n s !”  sa id P e r r i t o n ,  “ M y  
b r a i n s !”

“ Y e s , ”  replied J e n n y .  “ D o n ' t  f o r g e t  
th a t I  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  m e n  w h o  liv e d  
o n  t h e ir  w i t s ,  b u t  y o u  w e r e  s m a r t e r  
t h a n  a n y  o f  ’e m ,  w e r e n ' t  y o u ?  A n d  
r e m e m b e r  w h a t  y o u ’v e  as o f t e n  said to  
m e — tha t a little re sou rce w o u l d  get 
a n y b o d y  o u t  o f  a n y  scrape. N o w ,  i f  it  
has g o tte n  us o u t  o f  scrapes— w h y ,  l e t ’ s 
use it t o  ge t us all i n t o  b u sin e ss.”

H e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  J o h n  lo o k e d  at the 
flo o r.

“ W h a t  b u sin e ss?”  a ske d H o r n .
“ Y e s ,  t h a t ’ s it— -w h a t b u sin e ss? ”  re ­

pe a te d P e r r i t o n  d i s m a ll y .
“ H e r e ’ s w h a t  /  h a v e  d o n e , ”  said 

J e n n y ,  p r o d u c i n g  a sc rap o f  n e w s p a p e r .
I t  w a s  an a d v e r t is e m e n t  clipp e d f r o m  

a d a ily .
W a n t e d : T wo  men are seeking an oppor­

tunity for a new legitimate business. One 
lias a small sum to invest. No triflers n e e d  
apply. Answer J—Care M o r n i n g  T e l e g r a m .

“ I  suppose J  sta n d s f o r  J e n n y , ”  
la u g h e d  P e r r i t o n .  “ O h ,  th is  is r i c h ! 
E v e r y  s h a r k  in  th e  c ity  w i l l  be a n s w e r ­
i n g  y o u . ”

" T h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y ,  I  g u e s s ,”  the g ir l  
r e p lie d ,  s h o w i n g  a pile  o f  letters. “ O u t  
o f  all o f  t h e m  th e r e  is o n l y  one t h a t  
a m o u n t s  to  a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  on e  m a y  
a m o u n t  to  a g r e a t  deal. I t  is f r o m  an 
o ld  f r i e n d  o f  o u r s ,  J o h n , ”

“ A n  o ld  f r i e n d ? ”  a ske d  H o r n .
“ Y e s ,  a n  o ld  f r i e n d .  I t  is f r o m  th e  

s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b  
o n  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  w o r k i n g ,  J o h n .  I  
guess th e  associa tio n w i t h  C a r t e r  has 
g o t  to o  s t r o n g  f o r  h i m . ”

“ Y o u  m e a n  the le tte r  is f r o m  E a r l e ? ”  
e x c la i m e d  J o h n .

“ H e r e  it i s .”
P e r r i t o n  u n f o l d e d  the n o te  a n d  r e a d :

The writer knows o f an opportunity to bid 
on a contract for the municipal buildings o f 
a city within the State. He seeks a partner 
with fifteen thousand dollars to complete a 
sum almost raised for the launching of a 
construction company. If the bid is suc­
cessful the venture will prove profitable. 
Telephone immediately 3 ,4 6 9  b'arragut.

“ I t  is E a r l e ' s  p r i v a t e  t e le p h o n e  l i n e ! ”  
said P e r r i t o n .  " A n d  he t o ld  m e several 
tim e s t h a t  i f  he e v e r  w e n t  in to  business 
f o r  h i m s e lf ,  he w o u l d  like to  h a v e  me 
help h i m . H e  has th e  n o t i o n  t h a t  I  a m  
a g o o d  j u d g e  o f  m e n ,  a n d  t h a t  I  a m  
able to t h i n k  o u t  plan s o f  a c t i o n .”

“ Is  he ho n e st ?”  a ske d H o r n .
“ H o n e s t  as the d a y  is l o n g , ”  replied 

J o h n .  " H e  n e v e r  l ike d  to w o r k  f o r  
C a r t e r ,  a n y w a y .  H a s  been t r y i n g  to 
fin d  a w a y  o u t .  I  belie ve i f  he has a 
scheme it is a g o o d  o n e — s o m e t h in g  y o u  
can p u t  m o n e y  in to  s a f e l y ,  H e n r y .  
J e n n y ,  g o  o u t  a n d  tele pho n e  h i m .  A n y  
m i n u t e  m a y  be to o  la t e .”

T h e  g ir l  reached f o r  h e r  h a t ,  a n d  
w i t h  one o r  t w o  final in s t r u c t io n s  as 
to  w h a t  to say to E a r l e  a b o u t  a m e e t in g  
place a n d  o t h e r  details,  she r a n  d o w n  
the stairs a n d  t o w a r d  the c o r n e r  g r o c e r y  
w h e r e  the n earest p u b lic  te le p h o n e  w a s 
located.

" G i v e  m e  t h r e e - f o u r - s i x - n i n e  F a r r a -  
g u t , ”  she p a n t e d  in to  th e  m o u t h p ie c e . 
“ H e l l o — yes:— t h a n k  y o u .  H e l l o — M r .
E a r l e .  W h a t ?  ( l o n e ?  C a n  y o u  tell m e  
w h e r e ?  L e a v i n g  f o r  the W e s t  f o r  g o o d  
— t o - d a y ?  C a n ’ t y o u  tell m e -------- ”

B u t  the g r u f f  v o ic e  at the o t h e r  end 
h a d  said a b r u s q u e  g o o d - b y .  S h e  re c o g ­
n i z e d  it as C a r t e r ' s  v o ic e ,  a n d  k n e w  she 
c o u ld  get f r o m  h i m  n o  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a ­
tio n  w i t h o u t  a p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w .

“ S h a ll  I  go ba ck to the h o u s e ? ”  she 
a ske d  h e r s e lf ,  b i t i n g  h e r  lip in i m p a ­
tience. “ N o .  T h e  t h i n g  t o  d o  is to save 
e v e r y  m i n u t e .  I ’ ll g o  to C a r t e r ’ s office. 
I ’ ll t a k e  th e  e le v a t e d .”
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P i c t u r e s  o f  E a r l e ,  d is a p p o in t e d  in his 
p la n s , u n a b le  to  finance his v e n t u r e ,  
se vered f r o m  his c o n n e ctio n s w i t h  C a r ­
t e r ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  at this v e r y  tim e  
b o a r d i n g  a l im it e d  t r a i n  f o r  a l o n g  j o u r ­
n e y to an u n k n o w n  place, o u t  o f  r e ac h, 
came to h e r  m i n d  as she ro d e .

" T h e  t w o  m e n  w ill  w o n d e r  w h a t  has 
become o f  m e , "  she t o ld  h e r s e lf  as she 
h u r r i e d  d o w n  f r o m  h e r  s ta tio n  t o w a r d  
the h a l f - b u i l t  s t r u c tu r e  b e i n g  erected 
b y  C a r t e r ’ s c o n t r a c t i n g  c o m p a n y .

T h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  office w a s  f a m i l i a r  
to h e r ;  she h a d  w o r k e d  th e re  f o r  a f e w  
s h o r t  w e e k s . N o w  n o d d i n g  q u i c k l y  to  
th e  b o o k k e e p e r s ,  she m a d e  h e r  w a y  
w i t h o u t  k n o c k i n g  in to  th e  office o f  the 
s u p e r in t e n d e n t  w h e r e  o ld C a r t e r  sat 
be hin d th e  d e s k ,  r u n n i n g  his t h i n ,  cla w  
fingers t h r o u g h  the f r i n g e  o f  g r a y  h a i r  
a b o v e  his ears.

“ W h o  are y o u ? "  s n a p p e d  the p r e s i­
dent o f  the c o m p a n y ,  l o o k i n g  u p  w i t h  a 
s c o w l,  a n d  th e n  as he sa w  th a t J e n n y  
w as y o u n g  a n d  p r e t t y ,  he sm ile d i n d u l ­
g e n t ly  a n d  t o o k  h e r  h a n d  in b o t h  his 
o w n .  " I  t h i n k  1 r e m e m b e r  y o u , ’ ’ he 
said. " Y o u  use d to w o r k  f o r  M r .  
E a r l e ,  d i d n ’ t y o u ?  Y o u r  n a m e  is 
J e n n y .  S i t  d o w n ,  J e n n y .  W h a t  can 
w e  do f o r  y o u ? "

W e l l  m e  please w h e r e  S i r ,  E a r l e  is 
an d w h e n  he is g o i n g  to leave f o r  the 
W e s t . ’'’

" Y e s ,  y e s , "  said C a r t e r ,  l e a n in g  f o r ­
w a r d  w i t h  an e vil  smile. " P u t  n o t  so 
fa st. I t  is n o t o f t e n  that so g o o d  l o o k ­
in g  a y o u n g  w o m a n  comes to  sit in m y  
office, b l o w  w o u l d  y o u  like to h a v e  a 
j o b  as m y  o w n  p a r t i c u l a r  s t e n o g r a p h e r  
r .o w -------- ”

" D o n ’ t w a n t  a j o b , "  J e n n y  a n s w e r e d ,  
d r a w i n g  h e r  h a n d  o u t  o f  his reach. “ I  
w a n t  to find M r .  E a r l e — at o n c e ! ”

T h e  p re s id e n t la u g h e d .
" D i d n ' t  he treat yfisju all r i g h t ? ”  he 

asked.
J e n n y  d i d  n o t  a n s w e r  because a t  t h a t  

m o m e n t  h e r  sea rc hin g eyes ca u g h t sight 
o f  a le tte r o n  C a r t e r ’ s d e sk in w h ic h

she s a w  th e  n a m e  ‘ ‘ E a r l e ”  w r i t t e n  
t w i c e ,  a n d  h e r  in stin ct t o ld  h e r  th a t 
unless she co u ld  o b ta in  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f r o m  t h a t  le tte r she w o u l d  ge t it in no 
o t h e r  w a y .  S h e  k n e w  C a r t e r ’ s c h a r a c ­
t e r  w e ll  e n o u g h  t o  believe t h a t  he w o u l d  
k e e p  h e r  th e re  to a m u s e  h i m s e l f ,  an d 
t h r u s t  his silly o ld a tte n tio n s  u p o n  h e r  
w i t h o u t  a n  idea o f  g i v i n g  h e r  a n y  h e lp 
in  h e r  se arch.

S h e  leaned f o r w a r d  c a u t i o u s ly ,  e n ­
d e a v o r i n g  to  r e a d  the w o r d s .

" N o t  so f a s t ! ”  e x c l a i m e d  C a r t e r ,  
s n a tc h in g  the sheet o f  p a p e r  f r o m  u n d e r  
h e r  g a z e .  " M y ,  m y ! y o u  are a c u rio u s 
little g i r l ,  a r e n ’ t y o u ?  N o w  I  tell y o u  
w h a t  y o u  d o . Y o u  co m e  o u t  a n d  h a v e  
l u n c h e o n  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  w e  w ill  t a l k  this 
m a t t e r  o v e r .  I t  is e v i d e n t  th a t M r .  
E a r l e ’ s w h e r e a b o u t s  a re  o f  so me i m ­
p o r t a n c e  to  y o u — w e ll ,  so a m  I — b e ­
cause I  a m  the o n l y  p e r s o n  here tha t 
k n o w s  e x a c t l y  w h e r e  he is, a n d  e x a c t l y  
w h a t  he is g o i n g  to d o . "

F o r  a m o m e n t  J e n n y  t h o u g h t  o f  w h a t  
tactics she co u ld  best use to  o b t a in  the 
le tte r  t h a t  C a r t e r  w a s  so a n x i o u s  she 
s h o u ld  n o t  see. filer i n c lin a t io n  w a s  
t o  tell th e  m a n  w h o  h a d  been John';- , 
e n e m y ,  a n d  w h o ,  aside f r o m  t h a t ,  w as 
a n  o d io u s  a n d  u n p r i n c i p l e d ,  g r a s p in g  
t a s k m a s t e r ,  w h a t  c o n t e m p t  she h a d  f o r  
h i m .

“ Y o u  a re  t o o  o l d , ”  she s a id ,  fin a lly  
t a k i n g  o u t  the h a t p in s  f r o m  h e r  h a t.  
“ I  co u ld  n o t  e n j o y  a m e a l w i t h  y o u .  
A n d  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  y o u  are n o t  a t t e n ­
t i v e  e n o u g h ."

" Y o u  seem  to be w i l l i n g  t o  s t a y , ”  
C a r t e r  said w i t h  a leer,  as he w a t c h e d  
h e r  p u t  h e r  h a t  o n  the tab le  a n d  a r ­
r a n g e  h e r  J i a ir  w i t h  the tip s o f  h e r  
fi n ge rs. “ W h y  do y o u  sa y I  a m  n o t  
a t t e n t iv e  ?”

" W e l l ,  f o r  insta n ce , w h y  d o n ’t y o u  
o f f e r  t o  h a n g  u p  m y  h a t  f o r  m e ? ”

“ I  w i l l , ”  the p r e s id e n t  said . “ I  
h a r d l y  d a r e  t o u c h  i t — it is so d a i n t y .  
W h e r e  shall  I  h a n g  it  ? N o  place seems 
fit-------- ”
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“ H a n g  it in the coat closet,  o f  
c o u r s e ,"  J e n n y  said.

C a r t e r  shuffled t o w a r d  the closet—  
o p e n e d  it a n d  stepped inside. A t  t h a t  
m o m e n t  J e n n y  s p r a n g  f o r w a r d ,  
sla m m e d  the d o o r ,  t u r n e d  the k e y ,  an d 
m a d e  a w r y  fa ce at the so u n ds o f  p r o ­
test w h ic h  issued f r o m  w i t h i n .

“ L e t  m e  o u t , ’ ’ C a r t e r ’ s vo ic e  said i n ­
d i g n a n t l y .

" I n  a m i n u t e , ’ ’  said J e n n y ,  s n a tc h in g  
u p  the letter he h a d  d r o p p e d .  T h i s  let­
te r she p u t  into  the le tte r pre ss, m a d e  
a co py o n  the tissue, a n d  r e t u r n e d  the 
o r ig in a l  to  its place.

“ J u s t  a little f u n , ”  said she. u n l o c k ­
i n g  the d o o r .

“ I t  is e n o u g h ! "  C a r t e r  r e p lie d  a n ­
g r i l y .  " I  c a n 't  w aste  m y  tim e  a n y  m o r e .  
Y o u  are r a t h e r  to o  qu e e r a c t in g  to  su it  
m e . H e r e ’ s y o u r  h a t .  Y o u  can g o . ”

H e  glan ced at the de s k  w h e r e  he h a d  
d r o p p e d  the le tte r to  see i f  she h a d  
ta k e n  it,  b u t  it w as still t h e r e — a p p a r ­
e n tly  u n t o u c h e d .  Te n n v  l e f t  h i m  f o l d ­
in g  it f o r  its e n v e lo p e .

O u t s i d e  she o p e n e d  the c r u m b l e d  
co py she h a d  m a d e  a n d  t h r u s t  i n t o  h e r 
dress. I t  r e a d :

D ear M a s o n : Nothing now prevents our 
landing die contract for the municipal build­
ings. Earle, my superintendent, had intended 
to bid on this work, and was trying to raise 
money to a responsible construction com­
pany. He fell a little short, and, as I have 
tired him, he leaves for his home in the 
West at twelve-thirty to-day. No other com­
petitor has a chance. Even if Earle bid, the 
trick 1 spoke of could be worked. You, as 
mayor o f the city, would have no trouble. 
Remember The Lighted End. Very truly 
yours, C arter.

A g a i n  J e n n y  c r u m p l e d  the note in h e r  
tense h a n d .

" T w e l v e - t h i r t y !”  she repeate d to  h e r ­
se lf . " T w e l v e - t h i r t y .  A n d  I  d o  n o t  
k n o w  the t r a i n .  N o t  e ven the de stin a ­
t io n . N o t  e ve n  th e  s t a t i o n !”

F o r  a m o m e n t  she h e s ita te d ,  a n d  
t h e n ,  h e a r i n g  the blast o f  the n o o n  
w h istle  a n d  th e  so le m n  s tro ke s o f  a

bell t o ll in g  th e  n o o n ,  she r a n  across the 
street to  a t a x i c a b  s t a n d in g  o u ts id e  a 
d a i r y - l u n c h  r e s t a u r a n t .

" I f  C a r t e r  fe a r s  t h a t  E a r l e  w i l l  h id  
o n  the c o n t r a c t ,  th e n  t h a t  is th e  v e r y  
t h i n g  t h a t  he m u s t  d o , ”  she said to  h e r ­
s e lf ,  as she o p e n e d  the d o o r  o f  th e  c a fe  
a n d  b e c k o n e d  t o  the c h a u f f e u r  w h o ,  
p e r c h e d  o n  a stool,  h a d  ju s t  b i t te n  in to  
th e  circle o f  a b r o w n  d o u g h n u t .

" L i s t e n  !”  she w hispe re d to the d r i v e r ,  
“ I  h a v e  n o  m o n e y  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  I  m u s t  
fin d  a m a n  w h o  is g o i n g  to leave the 
c ity  o n  a t r a i n  t h a t  goes at t w e l v e -  
t h i r t y .  I f  I  d o n ’t catch h i m  1 w i l l  see 
y o u  a re  p a id  the r e g u la r  r a t e s ; i f  I  d o  
th e re  is t w e n t y - f i v e  do lla rs in it f o r  
y o u .  I ’m  a w o m a n  a n d  a s t r a n g e r  to 
y o u .  W  ill y o u  tak e  a chance o r  n o t ? "

T h e  m a n  b lin k e d  his eyes. H e  w as 
one o f  those i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  e v e r  a p ­
p e a rs  to be h a l f  asleep,  h u t  o f  w h o m  
it m a y  w e ll  be guessed t h a t  n o t h i n g  es­
capes his o b s e r v a t i o n .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  it  
is su ch a m a n  w h o  carries a t r u e  s p o r t ­
i n g  in stin ct.

" Y o u  c a n 't  reach e ith e r  d o w n t o w n  
statio n  in t h i r t y  m i n u t e s , ”  lie d r a w l e d .  
" T h e r e ' s  j u s t  o n e  chance f o r  y o u .  I f  
y o u  d o n ’ t k n o w  w h ic h  statio n  it is, y o u  
b e t t e r  ta k e  the o n e  f r o m  w h i c h  the 
t r a i n s  cross the r i v e r .  W  e ca n reach 
th e  C o l f a x  d r a w b r i d g e  in t w e n t y  m i n ­
u tes. T h a t ’ s t w e l v e - t w c n t y - f i v e .  I f  a 
t w e l v e - t h i r t y  t r a i n  starts o u t  o f  the 
r i g h t  station w e  w ill  beat it to the d r a w  
b y  s o m e t h i n ’ o v e r  f ifte e n  m i n u t e s .”

H e  h a d  illu s tr a te d  the co u rse  o f  t r a in  
a n d  th e  actio n o f  the d r a w b r i d g e  w i t h  
his h a n d s  as he t a l k e d ,  a n d  n o w  he 
seemed to  he f a l l i n g  ha c k  in to  s l u m b e r  
a g ain  as he b l in k e d  at the w a t c h  in his 
h a n d .

" W h a t  g o o d  w ill  tha t do m e ?  T h e  
t r a i n  d o n ’ t sto p . I  c a n 't  get o n . "  M a r y  
e x c l a i m e d .

H e  b l in k e d  a g a in .
" J u s t  a m a t t e r  o f  l u c k , ”  said he. “ I f  

the d r a w  is o pen the t r a i n  has  to s to p . 
D o  y o u  ge t m e ?  I t ’s a c h a n c e .”  l i e
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a d d e d  w i t h  the g l i m m e r  o f  a sm ile ,  h e r  
o w n  w o r d s : “ W i l l  y o u  ta k e  a chance
w i t h  m e ? ”

“ Y e s , ”  c r ie d  J e n n y ,  . j u m p i n g  i n t o  th e  
cab. “ D r i v e  t h r o u g h  M o t l e y  S t r e e t .  
I ’ ll tell y o u  w h e r e  to  sto p. W e ’ re g o i n g  
t o  take a n o t h e r  passe n ge r. I f  y o u ' r e  
p in c h e d  f o r  s pe e din g t h e  t r e a t  w i l l  be 
o n  m e . ”

" M u c h  o b l i g e d ,”  the d r i v e r  said , as 
t h e y  w h i r l e d  a r o u n d  th e  c o r n e r  a n d  i n ­
creased t h e ir  speed d o w n  the a v e n u e .

J e n n y  f e a r e d ,  e v e n  i f  she c a u g h t  M r .  
E a r l e ,  t h a t  he m i g h t  n o t  listen to h e r  i f  
she w e r e  alo n e . S h e  believed th a t the 
tim e  f o r  e n t e rin g  bids o n  the m u n i c i p a l ­
b u i ld in g  c o n t r a c t  h a d  n e a r l y  e x p i r e d ;  
she ha d fi r m  f a i t h  in h e r i n t u i t i v e  co n ­
v i c t io n  t h a t  J o h n  a n d  h e r h u s b a n d  
w o u l d  find an o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h  E a r l e  
such as t h e y  m i g h t  n o t  fin d  again  in 
ye a r s .  S h e  d i d  n o t  in te n d  to let this 
chance go b y  lack o f  w it s .

“ B e sid e s, J o h n  t h in k s  so f a s t ! "  she 
said to h e r s e lf  as she s p r a n g  out. b e ­
f o r e  the d o o r  o f  the b o a r d i n g  h o u s e ,  
w h e r e  she h a d  d ire c te d  the s le e p y-e ye d  
c h a u ffe u r  t o  sto p. I ' p  the steps she 
r a n ,  an d b u r s t  i n t o  the r o o m  w h e r e  
J o h n  a n d  H e n r y  w e r e  s itt in g ,  l o o k i n g  
at t h e ir  w a tc h e s .

“ Y o u  g o  o u t  t o  t e l e p h o n e ,”  said h e r 
h u s b a n d  r e p r o a c h f u l l y ,  " a n d  y o u  stay 
t w o  h o u r s .  W e  sit here a n d  w o n d e r  
w h a t h o spital  the a m b u la n c e  t o o k  y o u  
t o . ”

" T h e r e  a i n ’ t a s e c o n d ! ”  crie d the g i r l ,  
g r a s p in g  J o h n ’ s a r m .  “ C o m e ! "

" M y  h a t !  M y  c o a t ! "  said P e r r i t o n .  
“ A n d  the d o c t o r  f o r b a d e  i t . ”

" L e a v e  ’ e m , ”  sa id she. " N o w ,  listen. 
Y o u  b o t h  k n o w  m e . I ' m  n o t  a f o o l ,  
a m  I  ? T a k e  m y  w o r d  f o r  it,  d o  y o u  
h e a r?  D o n ’t ask q u e s tio n s . I ’ ll e x ­
p la in  l a t e r .”

P e r r i t o n  k n d w  e n o u g h  n o t  to  he sitate 
a f t e r  this a p pe a l. H e  m o t io n e d  t o  H o r n  
to  m a k e  n o  f u r t h e r  p r o t e s t .  J e n n y  h a d  
a lr e a d y  r u n  d o w n  the s tairs ,  a n d  he

f o l l o w e d  h e r  t h r o u g h  the o p e n  d o o r  o f  
the cab.

“ A ’ r i g h t , ”  d r a w l e d  th e  c h a u f f e u r ,  
o p e n i n g  his e n gine . " N o w  w e ’ re of? 
a g a i n .”

“ D i d  y o u  b r i n g  a n y  m o n e y ? ”  gasped 
J e n n y .

“ N o , ”  sa id J o h n .  “ A b o u t  all I  
b r o u g h t  w a s  m y  d a m a g e d  a n d  b a n d a g s d  
p e r s o n . ”

“ N e v e r  m i n d . "
A  serious e x p r e s s io n  ca m e  o v e r  P e r -  

r i t o n ’ s face. T h e  o ld  h u n t e d  fe e lin g  
h a d  r e t u r n e d .  “ W h a t  is i t ? ”  he a ske d . 
“ P e r h a p s  it  m a y  seem f u n n y  f o r  an 
in n o c e n t m a n  to  be a c tin g  so g u i l t y —• 
b u t  is it the polic e, J e n n y ?  H a v e  t h e y  
g o t  m y  trail ?”

“ N o ,  n o , "  she said . “ L i s t e n !  S h o r t  
s t o r y .  T e l e p h o n e d  C a r t e r — E a r l e  h a d  
g o n e . N o w ,  l i s t e n ! "  S h e  t o ld  h i m  o f  
th e  s itu a tio n .

“ T h e n  o u r  last chance lies in the 
n e x t  t w e n t y - f i v e  m i n u t e s , ”  J o h n  said. 
“ B y  G e o r g e !  the re 's  som e w a y  f o r  us 
to  w i n — it isn't  f o r  o u r s e lv e s  a lo n e , 
J e n n y ;  it's f o r  E a r l e .  H e ’ s a fine f e l ­
l o w .  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  see h i m  lose i f  
t h e r e ’ s a  chance o f  d o i n g  this f o r  h i m ,  
a n d  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  to see C a r t e r  success­
f u l .  W h a t ’ s the m a t t e r ? "

“ O h ,  s 'n o t h i n ’ b u t  a t i r e , "  the c h a u f ­
f e u r  said w i t h  a y a w n  as he p u t  o n  
th e  bra k e s .

" D o e s  t h a t  spoil  e v e r y t h i n g ? "  crie d 
J e n n y .

T h e  d r i v e r  s h o o k  his h e a d . " G u e s s  
n o t , ”  he r e p lie d ,  j u m p i n g  d o w n .  " C a n ’ t 
y o u r  f r i e n d  lend m e  a h a n d ?  I ' m  
g e t t i n ’ k i n d e r  interested in this m e s e l f .”

“ N o ,  he c a n 't  h e l p ;  he's been h u r t .  
D o n ’ t y o u  see the b a n d a g e  ?”  e x c la i m e d  
J e n n y ,  a li g h t in g . " B u t  l o o k  at m e .  
I ’m  the o r ig i n a l  little m e c h a n ic i a n ."

“ H o l d  t h a t , "  c o m m a n d e d  the c h a u f ­
f e u r .  J e n n y  s a w  t h a t  his j a w  h a d  
g r o w n  squ a re  a n d  t h a t  th e re  w as a flash 
o f  a n g r y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  in his eyes.

“ I  like  y o u , ”  she sa id ,  d r o p p i n g  b a c k  
i n t o  th e  f r a n k  e x p r e s s io n  o f  the o ld
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clays. “ I  like y o u  because y o u ' r e  
g a m e.”

“Much o b l i g e d , ’ ' g r u n t e d  the o t h e r ,  
b a n g i n g  a w a y  w i t h  his h a m m e r  o n  the 
rims.

“ Y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  E a r l e  
w i t h  t e l e g r a m s ,"  su ggested J o h n ,  s t a n d ­
in g  beside J e n n y  as she assisted in the 
chan ge o f  tire s ,

“ H e  w o u l d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  o u r  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  w a s , ’ ’ she s a id ,  w i t h o u t  l o o k ­
in g  u p .  " A  t e le g r a m  w o u l d n ' t  c o n vin c e  
h i m . T h e  t h i n g  th a t w i l l  c o n vin c e  h i m  
is C a r t e r ' s  le tte r t o  the m a y o r  o f  the 
place, w h e r e v e r  it is, t h a t  the b u ild in gs 
are to  be p u t  u p . ”

“ C a r t e r ’ s l e t t e r ? "  asked J o h n .  “ H a v e  
y o u  his l e t t e r ? ”

J e n n y  reached in to  the o p e n i n g  in 
h e r shirt  w a i s t ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  a- w o r d  
held the c r u m p l e d  c o p y  o v e r  h e r  s h o u l­
de r f o r  J o h n  to ta k e . H e  s m o o t h e d  
it o u t ,  a n d  re ad it h a s tily .

“ W o n d e r f u l ! ’ ’ he sa id . “ Y o u  d i d n ' t  
tell m e  h o w  y o u  g o t  ibis  c o p y . "

“ W h a t ' s  th e  u s e ? "  sn a p p e d  J e n n y .  
“ I  h a d  it ,  d i d n ’ t I  ?”

“ D o n ' t  q u a r r e l . "  said the c h a u f f e u r .  
“ C o m e  o n — ’ s a ’ r ig h t  n o w .  L e t ’ s
gaJ"

H e  p r o d u c e d  his u n fin is h e d  d o u g h n u t  
f r o m  a p o c k e t ,  hit it w h il e  P e r r i t o n  a n d  
the g i r l  w e r e  p i li n g  in to  th e  cab, a n d  
then once m o r e  t h e  m o t o r  ro lle d  u p 
its p u ls a t io n s  i n t o  an e ve n  p u r .

T h e y  h a d  reached the u p p e r  e n d  o f  
the c ity .  Spaces b e tw e e n  the blocks o f  
houses g r e w  w i d e r .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  an 
old  b r o k e n - d o w n  w o o d e n  f a r m h o u s e  re­
m a in e d  a m o n g  the f r e s h ,  n e w ,  b r i c k  
s t r u c tu r e s ,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s u r ­
r o u n d e d  b y  c a r p e n te r s '  s h a vin g s  t h a t  
t o ld  the s t o r y  o f  the ne w n ess o f  the 
section. A b o u t  som e o f  these o ld 
houses trees w e r e  m a i n t a i n i n g  an a p p r e ­
he n sive  e x is te n c e ,  b u t  b r a v e l y  t h r u s t ­
in g  f o r t h ,  f o r  a n e w  y e a r ,  t h e ir  fre s h  
g re e n  o f  n e w  leaves.

A n d  n o w  the re  a p p e a r e d  a little cen­
te r  o f  p o p u l a t i o n — an ancie nt t o w n

w h i c h  th e  c i t y ,  r e a c h in g  o u t  g r e e d i l y ,  
h a d  g o b b le d  u p .  I n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  o l d -  
f a s h io n e d  la m p - p o s t s  it  h a d  e rected 
m o d e r n  arc l i g h t s ! in e x c h a n g e  f o r  
q u ie t ,  u n e v e n  f o o t p a t h s ,  u n d e r  trees 
t h a t  leaned o v e r  p ic k e t  fe n c e s, the 
m e t r o p o li s  h a d  b r o u g h t  co n cre te  side­
w a l k s .  . O n  b o t h  sides o f  the r o a d  the 
street w a s  t o r n  u p  t o  l a y  n e w  w a t e r  
m a i n s ,  a n d  the space b e t w e e n  w a s  
n a r r o w .

“ T h e  j i g  is u p ! "  said the c h a u f f e u r  
s u d d e n l y  as the calx r o c k i n g  a lo n g  at 
t o p  sp eed, n e a r e d  this place.

“ W h y ? "  sh o u te d  J o h n .
T h e  c h a u f f e u r  h a d  t a k e n  th e  last  bite 

o f  his d o u g h n u t  as lie s lo w e d  d o w n .
“ S e e  the bull ?" he a s k e d .
“ T h e  w h a t  ?"
“ T h e  b u l l ,  the b lu e c o a t ,  th e  c o p p e r ,  

th e  p o l ic e m a n . H e ’ s w a i t i n g  the re  
w h e r e  th e  d i g g i n g  has been g o i n g  o n .  
W e  c a n ’t pass h i m — it's to o  n a r r o w .  
M o s t  l i k e l y  the}- te le p h o n e d  o u t  to h i m  
t h a t  w e w e r e  c o m i n g  a n d  h a d  been 
g r a n u l a t i n g  the speed la w s  all the w a y .  
H e ’s g o t  u s !”

T h e  d r i v e r  y a w n e d  as i f  h e  w e r e  
o v e r c o m e  w i t h  d r o w s in e s s .

“ A n d  y e t  I  a i n ’ t s u r e ,"  he said . “ I  
j u s t  h e a r d  th e  l a d y  t e llin g  y o u  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a n  idea to settle a n y  f i x  
i f  y o u  c o u ld  o n l y  t h i n k  o f  it . I ’ve  
g o t  on e  n o w .  H o w  f a r  w il l  y o u  g o  
t o  sta n d  b a c k  o f  m e ? ”

“ T h e  l i m i t , "  a n s w e r e d  J e n n y .
“ Y o u ’ ve g o t  t o  believe m e . Y o u ' r e
all r i g h t ,  a n d  w e  w ill  p a y  the bills—  
all o f  ’ e m . T a k e  a n y  chance y o n  w a n t .  
H e r e !  H e r e  is m y  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s ."

“ M u c h  o b l i g e d ,"  d r a w l e d  the c h a u f ­
f e u r .  “ T h e n  the re 's  a g o o d  r is k  in this. 
C a n  y o u  d r i v e  this m a c h in e ,  m i s te r ?  
D o  y o u  k n o w  the r o a d  ?”

“ Y e s , "  said J o h n .
“ W e l l ,  t h e n ,  w a t c h  f o r  th e  chance 

a n d — d r i v e  i t ! D r i v e  as i f  the re  
w e r e n ’ t ladies p re s e n t !"

“ I  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d . "
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“ D o  w h a t  I  t o ld  y o u , "  said th e  o t h e r .  
“ W h e n  I  g iv e  y o u  th e  cha n ce , ta k e  i t . ”

T h e  p o lic e m a n  h a d  com e o u t  i n t o  the 
m id d le  o f  the r o a d ,  a n d  he ld u p  b o t h  
a r m s  w i t h  his p a lm s  t u r n e d  t o w a r d  th e  
s l o w i n g  t a x i c a b .

" S t o p ! ”  he r o a r e d .  “ Y o u ’ re u n d e r  
a r r e s t ."

" W h o ’s u n d e r  a rre st ?”  asked the 
d r i v e r ,  y a w n i n g  as he pre sse d th e  e m e r ­
g e n c y  b r a k e .

I 4 A T
y o u  are.

“ A m  I ?  Is  th a t so. N o t  t o - d a y ! ”
T h e  sleepy c h a u f f e u r  h a d  c lim b e d 

d o w n  on the o t h e r  side o f  the cab a n d  
h a d  r u n  t o w a r d  th e  o p e n  d itch in the 
stre et,  h a d  leaped o v e r  it ,  a n d  began 
flight in an a w k w a r d  d o g t r o t .

F o r  a m o m e n t  th e  p o l ic e m a n  hesi­
tate. l i e ,  t o o ,  w a s  f a t ,  a n d  the d a y  
w as w a r m ;  b u t ,  a f t e r  he h a d  t a k e n  a  
glance at J o h n  a n d  J e n n y ,  a n d  th e n  on e  
at the f u g i t i v e ,  he starte d in p u r s u i t .

" Y o u r  chance, J o h n ! ”  th e  g i r l  crie d . 
" C r a w l  t h r o u g h  this f r o n t  w i n d o w .  
G o o d !  W e ’ re o f f  a g a in . T h a t  d r i v e r  
is a p e a c h .”

" H e  loo k s a b i t  m o r e  like  a p o t a to  
to m e , ”  P e r r i t o n  said d r y l y  as he 
steered the m a c h in e  t o w a r d  s m o k i n g  
c h im n e y s  w h i c h  m a r k e d  the fa cto rie s 
t h a t  lin ed u p  a l o n g  the r i v e r  a n d  the 
canal.

T h e  r o a d  r a n  across a m a r s h  t o w a r d  
the i n d u s tr ia l  s p u r  w h i c h  th e  c i ty  h a d  
t h r u s t  o u t  a lo n g  the w a t e r  w a y s .  F a r  
a w a y  the line o f  an e m b a n k m e n t  a p ­
p e a r e d ,  a n d  a f r e i g h t  t r a i n  cre p t a lo n g  
its t o p . I t  w a s  the r a il r o a d  t r a c k !

" I t ' s  h a l f  pa st t w e l v e . "  said J e n n y .  
“ T h e  t r a i n  is j u s t  l e a v i n g  th e  c i t y .”

" T h e s e  ru ts-------- ”  g r o w l e d  J o h n .
" N e v e r  m i n d  the r u t s !  I ' m  all r ig h t.  

O p e n  h e r w id e .  W e ' v e  g o t  o n e  chance. 
T h e  d r a w  m a y  o p e n  in t i m e !”

J o h n  n o d d e d .  H e  h a d  his eyes f i x e d  
u p o n  the w a y  a h e a d  as he d r o v e .  T h e  
t a x i c a b  b o u n c e d  a b o u t  in th e  r u t s ,  a n d ,  
like  a p e r s o n a l i t y ,  g a v e  a sigh o f  r e ­
l ie f  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  reac hed the rise o f

g r o u n d  t h a t  t o o k  t h e m  o n  to the ca rta ge  
r o a d  t h a t  r a n  a lo n g  the canal.

“ T h e  d r a w b r i d g e ! "  J e n n y  e x c la i m e d . 
“ T h e r e ' s  the C o l f a x  d r a w b r i d g e .  I t  
i s n ’t o p e n !"

“ I  k n o w  i t , ”  a n s w e r e d  P e r r i t o n .  
“ B u t  th a t's  l u c k y .  I t  w o u l d n ’t stay 
o p e n  fifte e n  m i n u t e s ,  a n y h o w . "

T h e  b r e e z e  w a s  b l o w i n g  in t h e ir  
fa ces, b r i n g i n g  the o d o r  o f  the sea, b u t  
also c a r r y i n g  clouds o f  fine d u s t w h ic h  
b r o u g h t  w a t e r  in to  t h e ir  eyes a n d  s o m e ­
tim es shut o u t  t h e ir  v i e w  o f  th e  e m ­
b a n k m e n t  o n  w h ic h  the r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  
stre tch ed f r o m  the d i m ,  d i s t a n t  city 
o v e r  the ship canal a n d  i n t o  the r o ll in g ,  
g r e e n ,  w o o d e d  c o u n t r y  b e y o n d .  N e a r  
the C o l f a x  d r a w ,  a blast f u r n a c e  belched 
its i n t e r m i t t e n t  s h a f t  o f  fire t o w a r d  the 
blue a n d  c o tto n  w h it e  o f  the clo ud s a n d  
s k y ,  a n d ,  like idle d r a f t  a n im a ls ,  f r e i g h t  
cars sto o d a b o u t  o n  the n e t w o r k  o f  
raised s p u r  tr a c k s .

T o w a r d  this p o i n t  the c a r  sped o n ,  
a n d  at the b o t t o m  o f  th e  incline J e n n y  
spied a f r e i g h t  s w i t c h m a n  w a l k i n g  t o ­
w a r d  the swatch t o w e r .

“ S t o p  h e r e ! "  she s h o u te d a lm o s t  in 
P e r r i t o n ' s  ear. “ W e  w il l  ask t h a t  m a n  
a b o u t  the t r a i n . ”

T h e  car s lo w e d  d o w n  as J o h n  steered 
it t o w a r d  the side o f  the r o a d  a n d  
s t o p p e d  it a m o n g  the coarse w e e d s ,  
w h i c h ,  w h e n  n o  o t h e r  v e g e t a t io n  cares 
t o  u n d e r t a k e  the t a s k ,  s p r i n g  u p  u p o n  
the r i f f r a f f  o f  c in d e r s ,  coarse sa n d ,  an d 
slag. T h e n  f o r  the first t im e  J e n n y  
n o tic e d  th a t P e r r i t o n ' s  fa ce wras w h i t e ,  
a n d  t h a t ,  as he w o r k e d  th e  w h e e l ,  he 
s co w le d a n d  bit his lip as i f  in p a in .

" O h ,  J o h n ! ' ’ she c rie d . “ I  f o r g o t  
y o u r  i n j u r e d  a r m — I  f o r g o t  y o u  h a d  
been ill. I  f o r g o t  e v e r y t h i n g . ”

" D o n ' t  y o u  w o r r y , ”  he r e p lie d ,  settin g 
his j a w .  " I  a m  g a m e  f o r  it . M y  legs 
a re  all r i g h t ,  a n y w a y . ”

T h e  t w o  c la m b e re d  u p  the b a n k  t o ­
w a r d  the t r a c k ,  w h e r e  the f r e i g h t  
s w i t c h m a n  sto o d o u t li n e d  a g a in s t the 
b r i g h t  s k y ,  l o o k i n g  d o w n  c u r io u s l y  a t
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the coatless, hatless m a n  a n d  a girl  
w i t h  r o ll e d - u p  sleeves,  b o t h  o f  w h o m  
a p p e a r e d  to  b e  t r y i n g  t o  a tt r a c t  his a t­
t e n ti o n .

" L o o k  h e r e ! "  J o h n  sh o u te d  t o  h i m  
as t h e y  re a c h e d  the t r a c k  le v e l.  “ I s  
th e re  a n  e x p r e s s  d u e  t o  pass here 
soon ?”

" I n c o m i n g  o r  o u t g o i n g ? ' ’ asked th e  
o t h e r .

" O u t g o i n g . ”
“ Y e s ;  n u m b e r  t h i r t y - o n e  f o r  th e  

W e s t  passes h e re  at t w e l v e - f o r t y - f i v e . ”
" W h a t  t im e  does it leave the c i t y ? ”  

J e n n y  p a n t e d .
v " T w e l v e - t h i r t y ,  a n d  m a k e s  on e  stop 
u p t o w n . ”

" N o  chance o f  its s t o p p in g  h e r e ? ”  
J o h n  i n q u i r e d .

T h e  r a il r o a d  m a n  la u g h e d .
" Y o u  seem to  be in a h u r r y  t o  get 

o u t  o f  t o w n , ”  he sa id ,  w i t h  a n o te  o f  
suspicion in his v o ic e . “ N o ,  i t  d o n ’t 
stop h e r e ,  unless th e  d r a w  is o p e n  o r  
th e  b lo c k  is closed.

“ T h e  b l o c k  is open' t o - d a y , ”  he w e n t  
o n ,  l o o k i n g  d o w n  the t r a c k  at th e  sig­
nals, a n d  th e n ,  as he t u r n e d  t o w a r d  the 
b r i d g e ,  he a d d e d : " A n d  the d r a i v  is 
closed. I  guess y o u ’Jl see n u m b e r  
t h i r t y - o n e  pile a lo n g  t h r o u g h  here 
w i t h o u t  l e a v i n g  m u c h  b u t  th e  s m o k e  
a n d  the s o u n d  o f  h e r  w h i s t l e .”

“ N o  chance o f  so me vessel c o m i n g  
u p ?”  aske d J o h n .

T h e  m a n  s h o o k  his head a n d  w a l k e d  
a w a y ,  t u r n i n g  once to  l o o k  a g ain  at 
the stran ge  p a ir  w h o  h a d  s h o w n  so 
m u c h  interest in  th e  s t o p p i n g  o f  the 
e x p r e s s ,

“ I t ' s  p la in  jpe d o e s n 't  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  
a b o u t  the o p e r a ti o n  o f  the d r a w b r i d g e , ”  
said J e n n y .  “ W e  m u s t  t a l k  to the 
m a n  w h o  o p e r a te s . F o u r t e e n  m in u t e s  
m o r e !"

T o g e t h e r  t h e y  s ta r te d  i n t o  a r u n  o v e r  
the r a il r o a d  ties t o w a r d  the b r i d g e  a n d  
the o p e r a t o r ’ s shelter h a l f w a y  across it . 
T h e  s h r ie k  o f  a l o c o m o t i v e  w h is tle  be­
h i n d  t h e m  caused t h e m  b o t h  to  l o o k

a r o u n d ,  f e a r f u l  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  m i s c a l ­
c u la te d a n d  t h a t  t h e  W e s t e r n  e x p r e s s  
w a s  a l r e a d y  a p p r o a c h i n g  the r i v e r  canal. 
I t  w a s  o n l y  a  f r e i g h t  e n g i n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  
a n d  the l o n g  p e r s p e c tiv e  o f  the m a i n  
t r a c k ,  w i t h  its t w o  g l is t e n in g  rails c o n ­
v e r g i n g  i n t o  a p o i n t  in the d istan ce , 
w a s  e m p t y .

N o w  t h e y  w e r e  o n  th e  b r i d g e  i ts e l f ,  
p i c k i n g  a n e r v o u s - f o o t e d  w a y  in t h e i r  
ha ste w i t h  the a lte r n a te  flashes o f  tire 
b r i d g e  ties a n d  o p e n  spaces u n d e r  t h e ir  
d o w n - l o o k i n g  g a z e .  O n c e  J o h n  stoppe l 
a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  J e n n y  t h a t ,  th ough, 
a lo n g  the f a c t o r y  lined shores a n d  r e ­
side coal w h a r v e s  a n d  l u m b e r  y a r d :- ,  
t h e y  c o u ld  see th e  h e a v y  h u lls  o f  f r e i g h t  
ships, the r e d  a n d  b la c k  c l u m s y  h a r b o r  
t u g s ,  a n d  a t  least o n e  t r a m p  ste a m e r 
w i t h  h e r  r u s t y  steel s id in g  plates r e ­
flected in the o i l y  w a t e r ,  y e t  n e it h e r  
u p  n o r  d o w n  the . t . r u n  w a s  a n y  c r a f t  
in  m o t i o n .

J e n n y  s h o o k  h e r  head s a d l y ;  th e n  
th e  t w o  r a n  f o r w a r d  a g a in .

I n  th e  d r a w  t e n d e r 's  h o u se  an old 
m a n  sat w h i t t l i n g  a piece o f  s o f t  p i n : 
a n d  h u m m i n g  to  h i m s e l f .  H e  w o r e  an 
official cap o f  s o m e  k i n d  m a d e  o f  blue 
c lo th ,  w i t h  a p a t e n t - l e a t h e r  v i s o r ,  a n d  
his fa ce h a d  been b r o n z e d  a n d  w e a t h e r ­
be a te n  b y  e x p o s u r e  t o  th e  e le m e n ts.

“ N o  chance o f  the d r a w b r i d g e  o p e n  
in the n e x t  te n  m i n u t e s ? ”  a s k e d  J o h n .

“ D o n ' t  see a n y , "  ca m e  the r e p l y  f r o m  
u n d e r  th e  g r i z z l e d  m u s t a c h e .  “ H a v e n ’ t 
h e a r d  a n y  vessel w h is t le  f o r  m e . ”

“ W h o  o p e ra te s th e  d r a w ? ”
“ I  d o . ”
“ W h o  f o r ? "
“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t . "
“ D o e s  it m a k e  a n y  d iffe r e n c e  w h a t  

t r a i n  is c o m i n g  as t o  w h e t h e r  y o u  o p e n  
the d r a w  o r  n o t ? "  said J e n n y .

T h e  s o u n d  o f  a w o m a n ' s  vo ic e  m a d e  
t h e  o ld  m a n  l o o k  u p .

“ N o ,  m a ’ a m , ”  he r e p lie d . “ I  o p e n  
the d r a w  f o r  a n y  vessel t h a t  needs a 
passage a n d  w h istle s f o r  it . W h e n  it 
ope n s t h a t  sets a signal d o w n  the t r a c k ,
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a n d  the t r a i n  stops. O f  c o u rs e , i f  th e  
t r a i n  ha s g o t  b y  t h a t  sig n a l,  I  c a n ’ t 
o p e n  the d r a w  f o r  a n y  vessel. I n  f a c t ,  
the d r a w  is loc ke d a u t o m a t i c a l l y .  B u t  
th e  vessels h a v e  the r ig h t  o f  w a y  o v e r  
a n y  t r a i n ,  m a ’a m .  W h a t  d i d  y o u  ask 
f o r ? ”

“ S h e  w a n t s  t o  g e t  o n  t h e  W e s t e r n  
e x p r e s s ,”  J o h n  e x p l a i n e d .  “ D o n ’ t y o u  
see, she c a n ’ t unless y o u 'l l  o p e n  the 
d r a w ?  I t 's  th e  o n l y  w a y  th e  t r a i n  can 
be s t o p p e d .”

T h e  o ld m a n  s h u t  his eyes, a n d  
v  agged his head f r o m  side to  side lik e  
so m e  o ld B u d d h a .

" I  can p r o m i s e  y o u  a b i g  piece o f  
c o i n ,”  said J e n n y .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ,  m a ’ a m ? ”
“ T o  o p e n  the d r a w  j u s t  ten m i n u t e s  

f r o m  n o w . ”
T h e  o ld m a n  fl u she d w i t h  a n g e r ; 

the n  he c o n clud e d th a t J e n n y  h a d  been 
j o k i n g  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  l a u g h e d  u p r o a r ­
io u s ly .

“ H o ,  h o ,  h o ! ”  he  sh o u te d . “ O p e n  
the d r a w  f o r  y o u ,  eh? M a ’ a m ,  t h a t ’ s 
a w h a l e ! O p e n  the d r a w  to stop the 
t r a i n .  I ' m  e n t e r t a in e d ,  m a ’ a m . W h a t  
w o u l d  m y  b o ys  h e re  t h a t  help m e  sa y 
i f  I  w as t o  g i v e  o r d e r s  like  t h e m , 
m a ’a m ?  I l o ,  h o ! ”

“ W e l l ,  w e ’ ve  l o s t ,”  said J o h n  d is­
m a l l y  as t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o w a r d  the e n d  
o f  the b r i d g e .  “ I t  is as the f r e i g h t  
s w it c h m a n  sa id— n u m b e r  t h i r t y - o n e
w ill  go t h r o u g h  so f a s t  y o u  c a n ’ t  see 
m u c h  b u t  the d u s t .”

" T h e r e  m u s t  be som e w a y  o u t ! ”  the 
girl  insisted. “ I f  y o u  c o u ld  o n l y  t h i n k  
o f  some w a y !  U s e  y o u r  h e a d !  T h i n k  
o f  s o m e t h i n g ! ”

S h e  reached f o r  his s h o u ld e r ,  a n d  
t u r n e d  h i m  t o w a r d  h e r  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  
l o o k in g  s q u a re ly  in to  each o t h e r ’ s eyes.

" D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  it m e a n s ? ”  she 
a ske d. “ I f  the d r a w  w a s  o p e n  th e  
t r a i n  w o u l d  stop. I f  it  sto p p e d  I  w o u l d  
s h o w  this le tte r t o  E a r l e  a n d  get h i m  
to  sta y .  I f  he s t a y e d ,  y o u  a n d  H e n r y  
w o u l d  get a chance t o  s t a r t  s o m e t h in g .

T h e  t r a i n  m u s t  be s to p p e d . S o  t h i n k !  
D o  v o u  h e a r ?  A r e n ’t  y o u  a n y  g o o d ?  
T h i n k  1”

P e r r i t o n  sc o w le d .
“ L u c k  is a g a in s t u s , ”  he said.
“ T h e r e  a i n ’t a n y  such t h i n g ! ”  as­

serted J e n n y .  “ I t  a in 't  l u c k ,  b u t  a plan  
t h a t  w i n s . ”

S u d d e n l y  J o h n  la u g h e d .
“ Y o u ’d be a m u s e d  i f  y o u  kn e w ' w h a t  

w a s  in m v  m i n d , ”  said he.
“ W h a t ? ”
“ T h e  w a y  o u t .  W a l k  d o w n  the t r a c k  

t o  the g re e n  signal t o w e r  th e r e . I f  
the t r a i n  sto ps, get o n  i t ,  because I  
m a y  n o t  be able to  ge t b a c k  in t im e  to  
ge t o n  m y s e l f . ”

“ W h a t  are y o u  g o i n g  to  d o ? ”
" D o  w h a t  I  say. S h o w  E a r l e  t h a t  

le tte r,  a n d d r a g ,  push, p u l l ,  o r  k i c k  
h i m  o f f  the ca r. W a t c h  m e  n o w !”

J o h n ,  le a v i n g  h e r ,  r a n  pellm e ll  d o w n  
th e  e m b a n k m e n t ,  t h r o u g h  the w o o d s  
t o w a r d  a coal a n d  l u m b e r  w h a r f  w h ic h  
p e r c h e d  o n  th e  edge o f  the canal s e v­
eral h u n d r e d  y a r d s  d o w n  s t r e a m . A  
t h r e e - m a s t e d  sch o o n e r lea n e d a g a in s t 
the piles t h e r e ,  h e r  w h it e  sides stained 
b y  the d i r t y  traffic in w h ic h  she h a d  
been c h a r te r e d . S w i n g i n g  o u t  b y  h e r  
ste rn, a h a r b o r  t u g  w i t h  a h ig h  s u p e r ­
s t r u c tu r e  a n d  stack ro lle d b a c k  a n d  
f o r t h  on a cable like  a p u g  d o g  p u l li n g  
at its leash. A n  e x h a l a t i o n  o f  h o t ,  
s m o k e - l a d e n ,  c o p p e r - c o l o r e d  a ir  ca m e  
f r o m  h e r  f u n n e l .

A s  J o h n  r a n  o u t  a lo n g  th e  w h a r f ,  
s t u m b l in g  o v e r  the coal piles a n d  coils 
o f  cable, he c o u ld  see th a t a m a n  w a s  
in h e r  p i lo t  h o u se . T h e r e  w a s  blu e  
sh irt  s h o w i n g  in on e  o f  the w i n d o w s ,  
a n d  the su n lig h t fell  u p o n  t w o  w h i t e  
t h in g s  r e stin g o n  the w i n d o w  sill, a n d  
disclosed th e  fa c t th a t these t w o  spots 
w e r e  a m a n ’s t w o  idle h a n d s .

“ W h o s e  t u g  is t h i s ? ”  said J o h n  f r o m  
the w h a r f .

“ M i n e , ”  s h o u te d  the o t h e r .
“ C o m e  a s h o r e !”  s h o u te d  P e r r i t o n ,  as 

i f  he w e r e  the m a n ’ s m a s t e r .  “ H u r r y !”
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T h e  o t h e r  g r u n t e d  his d i s a p p r o v a l ; 
n e ve rth e le ss, he c lim b e d d o w n  f r o m  the 
p ilo t  h o u s e ,  a n d ,  o n  th e  de ck rail o f  
the t u g ,  stood face to fa ce w i t h  J o h n ,  
w h o  h a d  h a l f  descended the l a n d i n g  
l a d d e r .

“ W a n t  to m a k e  an easy t w e n t y - f i v e  
d o l l a r s ? ”  asked P e r r i t o n .

"1  w o n ’t c o m m i t  m u r d e r , "  the o t h e r  
said , a d d i n g  m o r e  m a c h in e  grease b y  
b r u s h i n g  the e nd o f  his nose w i t h  his 
l in g e r  tip s. “ W h a t  h a v e  1 g o t  to  d o ? "

" N o t h i n g  m u c h — cast loose. S h o o t  
u p s t r e a m  h e r e  b e y o n d  th e  b r i d g e  a n d  
b a c k . C a n  y o u  get u n d e r  the d r a w ? "

“ N o ,  b u t  t h a t  a in 't  a n y t h i n g .  I ’ ll 
w h is t l e  to h a v e  it o p e n e d . W h a t  t h e n ? ”

“ T h e n  t u r n  a r o u n d  a n d  co m e  b a c k , ”  
said J o h n .  “ T h a t ’s all y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  
d o . "

“ M o w  d o  1 get p a i d ? ”
“ I p a y  y o u . "
" Y o u  m i g h t  m a k e  a f o o l  o f  m e .  

W h e n  I  co m e  ba ck y o u  m i g h t  be g o n e . 
I f  1 m a k e  this fo o l  t r i p  y o u ’ll go a lo n g ,  
to o  I"

P e r r i t o n  lo o k e d  b a c k  t o w a r d  the e m ­
b a n k m e n t ,  w h e r e  he co u ld see the speck 
w h i c h  he b e lie ved to be the fig u r e  o f  
J e n n y .  H e  t h o u g h t  he h e a r d  a t  t h a t  
m o m e n t  the f a r - a w a y  w h is t l e  o f  a t r a i n .

" A l l  r i g h t ! ”  he s h o u t e d ,  j u m p i n g  
d o w n  to  th e  deck o f  th e  t u g .  “ C a s t  h e r  
o f f . "

" Y e s .  C a s t  h e r  o f f ! ”  th e  c a ptain  
r o a r e d  to  o n e  o f  his m e n .  “ S e n d  B i l l  
to  the engine r o o m , ”

T h e  t u g  slid o f f  in the t i d e ; a m o ­
m e n t  la te r  the sc rew  c h u r n e d  the w a t e r  
at her ste rn . H e r  nose s l o w l y  t u r n e d  
t o w a r d  the d r a w b r i d g e .

“ W h i s t l e  f o r  h i m  to o pen i t , "  J o h n  
S h o u te d  at the pilot ho use .

T h e  ca pt . i n ’ s head came o u t .
“ W h a t ’ s th e  h u r r y ? "
" A  t r a i n ’ s c o m i n g .”
“ I t ’s the e x p r e s s , ”  said the o t h e r .  

“ W e  b e t t e r  let it g o  b y . "
“ T h e n  th e  deal is o f f , "  replie d J o h n  

f i r m l y .

T h e  c a p ta in  g r o w l e d  his d i s a p p r o v a l ,  
b u t  r e ac hed f o r  th e  w h is t l e  ro p e . T h e  
brass a n d  ste am  v o ic e  o f  the t u g  
s h r ie k e d  o u t  i n t o  th e  clear a ir .

J o h n  c o u ld  see the d r a w  t e n d e r  com e 
o u t  o f  his s h a n t y  o n  the b r i d g e  and 
s ta n d  l o o k i n g  a t  th e  a p p r o a c h i n g  c r a f t  
w i t h  his h a n d  s h a d i n g  his eyes.

“ T h i n k s  w e ’ ve  co m e  j u s t  the w r o n g  
t i m e , ”  said the p ilo t  o f  the t u g .

“ H o p e  w e  h a v e , ”  J o h n  s h o u t e d . 
“ M a y b e  w e 'r e  to o  la t e .”

" H e ’ ll s h o w  a red flag, t h e n .  N o !  
H e ' s  g o i n g  to let us t h r o u g h .  See the 
m e n  ?"

T h e  d r a w  t e n d e r ’ s h e lpe rs w e r e  r u n ­
n i n g  t o w a r d  the m a c h i n e r y  .o f  the d r a w .  
E v e n  at t h a t  distan ce  J o h n  co u ld he a r 
the sq u e a k o f  m e t a l  a n d  the ra ttle  o f  
a r u n n i n g  c h a in . A  space the w i d t h  o f  
a h a ir  a p p e a r e d  in the span o f  the 
b r i d g e ; it w i d e n e d ; it  stre tch ed w i d e r .

“ T h e  g a p ! ”  J o h n  sh o u te d  t r i u m ­
p h a n t l y .

" T h i s  m a n  is b a t t y , "  the e n g in e e r at 
t h e  d o o r  o f  the e n gine r o o m  said t o  
th e  d e c k m a n .

“ S l o w  d o w n ! "  J o h n  called to t h e  c a p ­
t a i n .  “ L e t ’ s take o u r  t im e .  I  c h a r ­
t e r e d  the bo a t f o r  this t r i p .  G o  easy 
a t m  s l o w . ”

T h e  t u g ’ s h o w  w a s  a lr e a d y  c u t ti n g  
the w a t e r  u n d e r  the s h a d o w  o f  the 
C o l f a x  b r i d g e . J o h n  sat o n  the d e c k  
ra il ,  w i p i n g  his w e t  f o r e h e a d .  I t  w as 
o f  n o  consequence to h i m  t h a t  the d r a w  
t e n d e r ,  l o o k i n g  d o w n  f r o m  a b o v e ,  w as 
h u r l i n g  abuse o n  th e  p ilo t  o f  th e  t u g ­
b o a t ; it w a s n o  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  to h i m  
t h a t  the b r a k e s  o f  n u m b e r  t h i r t y - o n e  
w e r e  g r i n d i n g  a lo n g  the e m b a n k m e n t  
t r a c k  a b o v e  to m a k e  the stop w h e r e  
the signal t o w e r  s h o w e d  t h a t  th e  d r a w  
h a d  been o p e n e d .

" R e s o u r c e ! "  he said s o f t l y  to h i m ­
s e lf . “ R e s o u r c e ! "

H e  co u ld n o t  see w i t h  his eyes,  b u t  
s o m e t h in g  to ld  h i m ,  n o n e  th e  less, t h a t  
J e n n y — a c t iv e ,  a le r t ,  efficient J e n n y —• 
h a d  a l r e a d y  c lim b e d  a b o a r d  the W e s t e r n
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e x p r e s s ,  a n d  som e i m p lic it  f a it h  in suc­
cess assured h i m  th a t J e n n y  h a d  f o u n d  
E a r l e .  H e  co u ld see h e r  a r g u i n g  w i t h  
h i m ,  s h o w i n g  h i m  the lette r C a r t e r  h a d  
w r i t t e n .  H e  co u ld see the t w o  g a t h e r ­
i n g  E a r l e ’ s belo n gin gs u p  in t h e ir  a r m s  
a n d  r u n n i n g  t o w a r d  the d o o r  o f  t h e  car. 
H e  co u ld see t h e m  s t a n d in g  o n  the 
t r a c k .

" T u r n  b a c k , ”  he called o u t  t o  th e  
ca p ta in .  ‘ ‘ L e t  ’e m  close the d r a w  n o w  
— y o u ’v e  e a rn e d  y o u r  m o n e y  !"

" I t  a in 't  C o n f e d e r a t e  m o n e y ,  is i t ? ”  
aske d th e  p ilo t . " T h e r e ' s  s o m e t h in g  
f u n n y  a b o u t  this ,  f l a n k s ,  th e  d r a w  
t e n d e r ,  a lr e a d y  t h in k s  I ’ ve been t a k ­
in g  s t r o n g  d r i n k s .  H e  called m e  a l ily  
p a d ,  a n d  t h a t ’ s s o m e t h i n ’ a w f u l ,  I  
guess. L e t t e r  p a y  m e b e f o r e  w e  l a n d . ”

J o h n  sm ile d c o n fi d e n t ly .  H e  co u ld  
see t w o  figures h u r r y i n g  t o w a r d  the 
end o f  the coal w h a r f  f r o m  w h ic h  he 
h a d  starte d o u t .  O n e  fi gu re  w as t h a t  
o f  a w o m a n .  H e  im a g i n e d  t h a t  she

w a l k e d  w i t h  the s p r i n g  o f  v i c t o r y  in 
h e r  step.

T h e  t u g  nosed u p  to th e  w h a r f  once 
m o r e ,  a n d .  u n d e r  the s te rn  o f  the f a t ­
side d, t h r e e - m a s t e d  s c h o o n e r ,  E a r l e  
g r a s p e d  J o h n ’s h a n d  as he c lim b e d the 
l a d d e r .  I n  the o t h e r  h a n d  h e  h e ld t h e  
c o p y  o f  C a r t e r ' s  lette r.

" W ’ c r a n . a n d  h a v e n ’ t  g o t  m u c h  
b r e a t h  l e f t , ”  said E a r l e .  “ B u t  I ’ v e  g o t  
e n o u g h  w i n d  t o  say t h i s : T h e  g a m e
ha s j u s t  b e g u n . Y o u  a n d  I  are g o i n g  
to  p l a y  it. W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  get t h a t  c o n ­
t r a c t ,  share a n d  share a l i k e !”

" D o n ' t  m y  h u s b a n d  com e in o n  t h i s ? ”  
aske d J e n n y ,  w i t h  m i s c h ie f  in h e r  eyes.

“ W h o ?  S u r e  he  d o e s ,”  sa id E a r l e .  
“ A n y b o d y  y o u  s a y ! ”

J o h n  sm ile d g r i m l y .
" C o m e  o n , ”  said he . “ T h e r e ’ s a t a x i ­

cab c h a u f f e u r  s o m e w h e r e  t h a t  needs to 
see us m i g h t y  b a d . A n d ,  b y  the w a y ,  
E a r l e ,  y o u  o w e  this t u g  ca p ta in  t w e n t y -  
fiv e  d o l l a r s !”

The fa r th er  adventures o f  “ The. M an W ho D isappeared ”  w ill be to l l  in  the 
next P O P U L A R .

T H E  U L T I M A T E  T R I U M P H
T H E  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  d a y  o f  th e  s i x t y - t h i r d  C o n g r e s s  w a s  w h e n  C h a m p  C l a r k ,

th e  sp e a ke r o f  the H o u s e ,  t o o k  the f l o o r  f o r  his f a m o u s  speech e x p l a i n i n g  
w h y  he o p p o s e d  P r e s i d e n t  W i l s o n ' s  p o l ic y  o f  re p e a lin g  the P a n a m a  C a n a l  toils- 
c x e m p t i o n  l a w .  C l a r k  w a s  on th e  lo s in g  side, a n d  e v e r y b o d y  k n e w  t h a t  the v o t e  
w o u l d  c e r t a in ly  u p h o l d  the p r e s i d e n t .

W h i l e  the sp e a ke r w a s  d e l i v e r i n g  his r e m a r k s  in his v i b r a n t ,  b o o m i n g  vo ice , 
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  T o m  H e f l i n ,  o f  A l a b a m a ,  w a l k e d  t h r o u g h  th e  D e m o c r a t i c  c l o a k ­
r o o m . E v e n  th e re  the t h u n d e r  o f  C l a r k ’ s vo ice  w a s  a u d ib le .

H e f l i n  s t o p p e d ,  l a u g h e d ,  a n d  s a i d :
“ T h a t  r e m in d s  m e o f  an o ld  d a r k y  d o w n  in m y  S t a t e .  H e  w a s  w o r k i n g  o u t  

in the m id d le  o f  a field o n  a h o t  s u m m e r  d a y .  I t  w a s  so h o t  t h a t  the heat seemed 
to be s i m m e r i n g  v i s i b l y  w h e r e v e r  y o u  l o o k e d .  A f t e r  a w h i l e ,  the m i d d a y  t r a i n  
r u s h e d  b y  a b o u t  h a l f  a m ile  a w a y ,  w h i s t l i n g  f o r  a c r o s s in g  a n d  r o a r i n g  a n d  t h u n ­
d e r i n g  as it w e n t .

“ T h e  o ld  m a n  w a t c h e d  it g o  b y ,  t o o k  h o l d  o f  his h o e ,  a n d  sto o p e d  o v e r  his 
w o r k  once m o r e .  T h e n  he sa id ,  t a l k i n g  to  h i m s e l f :

“ ' B o o m !  B i n g !  B o o m !  H u m !  B u t  I ’se g w i n e  rid e  y o u  n e x ’ S a d d a y  
n i g h t !’ ”



T h e ’ Phantom Car
B y  E d w a r d  L y e l l  F o x

W hat happened at the dreaded Hairpin curve on the Vanderbilt Cup course one 
memorable day when the supernatural and the natural fought a fight to a finish

TH K  lan dsc ape  w a s  b e c o m i n g  f a ­
m i l i a r  n o w .  A l t h o u g h  the m o o n  
h a d  g o n e  d o w n  an d the f e w  v i s ­
ible stars se emed w i t h d r a w n  to  

th e  v e r y  l im its  o f  th e  f i r m a m e n t ,  B u r -  
c h a r d  s a w  s o m e t h in g  w h it e  co m e  o u t  o f  
th e  v a g u e  s h a d o w s  o f  the n i g h t — the 
w h i l e  fence th a t t u r n e d  w i t h  the r o a d  
o v e r  t o w a r d  H i c k s v i l l e .  l i e  h a d  been 
w a l k i n g  since m i d n i g h t .  A l o r e  t h a n  a n  
h o u r  b e f o r e  lie h a d  j u m p e d  d o w n  f r o m  
o n e  o f  the e x c u r s i o n  tra in s . H i s  f e l l o w  
passengers h a d  p l o d d e d  a w a y  t o w a r d  
the w e l l - k n o w n  p o i n ts  o n  th e  cup 
c o u rse , y e t  he ha d s o u g h t  a h a c k  r o a d ,  
u n t r a v e l e d  b y  the racers,  m iles b a c k  
i n t o  the c o u n t r y ,  w h e r e  lie k n e w  th e r e  
w a s  an o ld b a r n .  O n  this b a r n  all his 
hopes w e r e  c e n te re d .

T h r o u g h  the n i g h t ,  c a r rie d  b y  the o f f -  
sea w i n d ,  cam e the d is t a n t  c o n f u s i o n  
o f  the c r o w d s ; f r o m  o v e r  t o w a r d  W e .s t-  
b t i r y  d r i f t e d  the f a i n t  m o a n i n g  o f  m o ­
t o r s ,  th e  screechin g o f  h o r n s .  O v e r  
th e re  he k n e w  t h e y  w e r e  m a s s in g  
a r o u n d  a t w e l v e - m i l e  o b l o n g  o f  c o u n t r y  
r o a d ,  t w o  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  o f  t h e m ,  
w a i t i n g  like  an a r m y  f o r  d a w n  to  b r i n g  
o n  the b a ttle ,  the sixth, battle  f o r  the 
V a n d e r b i l t  C u p .

O n c e  B u r c h a r d  h a d  been an i m p o r ­
t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h a t  spectacle. H e  h a d  
been b o r n e  s h o u ld e r - h ig h  f r o m  the 
c o u r s e ,  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  h a d  s h o u te d  his 
n a m e . N o w  he w a s  the u n d e r  d o g —- 
fr ie n d le s s ,  f o r g o t t e n .

A  sigh escaped h i m — the h e a v y  sigh 
o f  d e sp a ir. B u t  he set his lips.

A t  last he reached the o ld  slate-col­

o r e d  b a r n  t h a t  stood h a c k  f r o m  th e  
r o a d .  A  l o n g  c a n va s sign h u n g  o u t  
in f r o n t :  " H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  D u n n  
R a c i n g  T e a m . "

I t  seemed t o  fill h in t  i n s t a n t ly  w i t h  
th e  fire o f  h o p e ,  a fierce desire to re ­
c o u p  s o m e t h in g  lost. S t a n d i n g  m o t i o n ­
less, he l i s t e n e d ;  b u t  th e r e  w a s  no 
s o u n d ,  o n l y  the d r o w s y  c r o w i n g  o f  a  
r o o s te r .  H e  p e e r e d  in at a t i n y  w i n ­
d o w .  I n  th e  d i m  l ig h t  o f  a s m o k y  
f a r m  l a n t e r n  he m a d e  o u t  the outlin es 
o f  a g r e e n - p a i n t e d  shape o f  steel— a 
m o n s t e r  o f  p o w e r  asleep.

“ T h e  D r a g o n ! ’’
T h e r e  w a s  in his m u r m u r  a s a va ge  

e x u l t a t i o n .  H i s  h e a r t  heat fa s t e r .  H e  
r a n  t o  th e  d o o r  a n d  trie d  the l a t c h ; 
t o  his s u r p r is e  the d o o r  fe ll  ha ck at 
his t o u c h .  H e  he s ita te d , f o r  the ease 
o f  his e n tra n c e  a n g e re d  h i m .

" T o  t h i n k  o f  le a v i n g  this ca r u n ­
g u a r d e d  th e  n ig h t  b e f o r e  the r a c e s ! ’ ’ 
h e  e x c l a i m e d . -

H e  t u r n e d  u p  the lig h t a n d  g lan ce d 
at his w a t c h .  I n  th re e  h o u r s  D u n n ' s  
r a c in g  c r e w  w o u l d  c o m e !  F o r  j u s t  
th r e e  h o u r s  he w o u l d  be a lone w i t h  the 
b i g  gre e n  c a r !  T u r n i n g  u p  his coat 
c o lla r ,  f o r  th e  cool a ir  w as p e n e t r a t i n g  
cra cks in tile w a l l ,  lie h u n g  the l a n t e r n  
f r o m  a r a f t e r .  H e  f i x e d  it so t h a t  
its reflection r e ve a le d  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  the 
D r a g o n , a h a l f  l ig h t tha t j u s t  enab le d 
h i m  to  d i s tin g u is h  the ge n e ral shapes 
o f  tilings. A n d  n o w  the m o m e n t  h a d  
co m e , lon g ed  f o r  inc essan tly n i g h t  a n d  
d a y  since the specter h a d  d r i v e n  h i m  
f r o m  th e  p o lish e d  ste e rin g  p o s t.
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T h e r e  came o v e r  h i m  a w i s t f u l  te n ­
de rn e ss. l i e  s w u n g  h i m s e lf  i n t o  a 
“ b u c k e t ”  seat, l i e  to u c h e d  d i f f e r e n t  
le v e r s  like a b o y  w h o s e  p l a y  is real,  
l i e  i m a g in e d  h i m s e lf  r o a r i n g  o v e r  the 
course a g a in . T h e  lines o f  his g i a n t  
face d r e w  te n s e ly ,  his b r o o d i n g  eyes 
flashed.

H e  clim b e d o u t  o f  the c a r  a n d  u n ­
scre w e d the r a d i a t o r  ca p , his fingers 
m o r e  ca re ssin g, te n d e r .  H e  p a t te d  the 
i .a r d  tires as he w o u l d  the head o f  a 
c h i ld .  H e  r a n  his h a n d  o v e r  steel 
fla n k s ,  a s o o t h in g ,  sensitive h a n d ,  q u ic k  
to feel scratches o r  i m p e r f e c t i o n s .  A l ­
m o st as in a d r e a m  he s c r a m b le d  b a c k  
into  the seat. H e  g r i p p e d  the w h e e l ,  
he stared s tr a ig h t a h e a d ,  a n d  f r o m  o u t  
o f  the past it bo re  in u p o n  h i m ,  the 
t h r ill  o f  the race.

B u t  as lie sat th e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  the 
first c h a n g in g  colors o f  the east tha t 
w o u l d  w a r n  h i m  to  l e a v e ,  the scenes 
that h a d  h a u n t e d  h i m  f o r  the past y e a r  
t o o k  shape a g a in . C o m i n g  a n d  g o i n g ,  
p h a n t a s m a g o r i c  shapes o n  m e m o r y ’s 
stage, t h e y  le f t  h i m  t h i n k i n g  h o w  o n  
this v e r y  course w h e r e  the cup races 
w o u l d  r o a r  a w a y  at d a w n ,  he h a d  been 
“ b r o k e n .”  T h e y  called u p  th a t m o m e n t  
at the finish line— his b i g ,  w h it e - c l o t h e d  
b o d y  black w i t h  d i r t  a n d  o il ,  his i r o n -  
g r a y  h a ir  s pa ttere d w i t h  m u d ,  th e  s l o w ,  
s l in k i n g  t r e a d  o f  the D ra g o n  b e f o r e  the 
g i a n d  sta n d , as i f  h u m i li a t e d  th a t a n ­
o t h e r  ca r d r e w  the c h e e rin g , a s l o w e r  
c a r,  an d d r i v e n  b y  a b o y .  H e  t h o u g h t  
b it te r ly  h o w  he, the f a v o r i t e ,  h a d  lo st ,  
lost d r i v i n g  the D ra g o n ,  the fastest 
t il in g  o n  f o u r  w h e e ls ,  lost so hopelessly 
th a t D u n n ,  w i t h  a s n a r l ,  h a d  o r d e r e d  
h i m  o u t  o f  the car. H e  r e m e m b e r e d  
the faces that h a d  lo o k e d  u p  at h i m  
f r o m  the p its ,  the u n c o u t h ,  u n r e s t r a in e d  
disgu st o f  the t ir e m a n .

“ H e  q u i t ! ”
T h e  w o r d s  came b a c k  to  h i m ,  th e  

cra ck o f  a lash across m e m o r y .  H o w  
t h e y  s tu n g  h i m !  H o w  he h a d  lo n g e d  
t o  e x p l a i n ! B u t  t h e y  w o u l d n ’ t h a v e

u n d e r s t o o d .  N o  one w o u l d  h a v e  u n d e r ­
s t o o d ,  n o t  e v e n  th e  d r i v e r s ,  w h o  re ­
g a r d e d  h i m  w i t h  m o r e  o f  disgu st th a n
pity.

N o w  he w a s  obsessed w i t h  a desire 
t o  d e f y  t h e m , t o  g i v e  t h e m  the lie. 
A g a i n  the re  came to  h i m  t h a t  desire to 
s p e a k ,  to  s h o u t  a lo u d  so t h a t  all m i g h t  
h e a r .  E v e n  n o w  as he sat a lo n e  w i t h  
th e  D ra g o n  in the b a r n ,  he w a n t e d  to 
e x p l a i n ,  j u s t  as he h a d  a y e a r  a g o  w h e n  
he passed the g r a n d  stan d s. T h e n ,  
silence h a d  f a ll e n ,  a g r o w i n g  silence, 
c o ld ,  e v e r  t h i c k e n i n g ,  like  f r e e z i n g  ice. 
A n d  it h a d  s t r u c k  to his h e a r t ,  w e a k ­
e ned h i m ,  b r o u g h t  a m o i s t e n i n g  t o  his 
eyes, a s a g g in g  to  his c a r ria g e ,  m a d e  
o f  h i m  a b r o k e n  m a n — a n d  n o w  a y e a r  
h a d  passed a n d  he w a s  the sa m e , w e a k ,  
helpless.

H e  fe lt  as t h o u g h  he m u s t  ru sh  o u t  
a n d  tell a l l ; h o w  o n  the H a i r p i n  t u r n  
th e  p h a n t o m  h a d  a p p e a r e d ,  the v i v i d ,  
f r i g h t f u l  f a n t a s y  t h a t  a l w a y s  shape d 
f r o m  o u t  the a i r ,  h a r a s s i n g ,  b r e a k i n g  
his n e r v e .  H e  c o u ld  tell h o w  a g r e a t  
specialist h a d  t o ld  h i m  th a t th e  p h a n ­
t o m  w a s  ca used b y  a n  a ccid e n t he h a d  
h a d  o n  th a t v e r y  t u r n .  H e  c o u ld  tell , 
b u t  w h o  w o u l d  be lie ve? I n  all eyes 
he w o u l d  o n l y  a p p e a r  m o r e  p i t i f u l ,  m o r e  
c o w a r d l y .  Y e t  th a t p h a n t o m  a lone h a d  
cost h i m  the race, h a d  d r i v e n  h i m  f r o m  
the courses, a n d  m a d e  o f  h i m  an o u t ­
cast o f  th e  r a c in g  ca m ps. A n d  n o w  he 
h a d  s l u n k  b a c k  like a t h i e f  t h r o u g h  
the n i g h t ,  j u s t  to see a n d  t o  feel a 
sense o f  possessing th a t w h ic h  h a d  once 
been his— the D ra g o n .

'F h e  sounds o f  m o r n i n g  w e r e  c o m i n g  
t h r o u g h  the o p e n  d o o r w a y .  H e  re­
a lize d  w h a t  an e m p t y  l ife  his h a d  been 
since th a t last  d a y  o n  the c o u rse . T h e  
best ye a rs o f  h i m  h a d  been g i v e n  to  
race d r i v i n g .  N o t  u n t il  he ha d passed 
t h i r t y  h a d  success c o m e ; a n d  n o w  h e  
w a s  t h i r t y - f o u r  a n d  o u t  o f  it . A l l  h e  
h a d  to s h o w  f o r  it w a s  h a i r  p r e m a ­
t u r e l y  g r a y ,  a fa ce o ld  to o  so o n . H e  
k n e w ,  as he h a d  k n o w n  t h e n ,  t h a t  th e r e
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w a s n 't  a c o m p a n y  t h a t  w o u l d  t r u s t  h i m  
w i t h  a ca r. H e  h a d  q u i t  in a b i g  r a c e ! 
H u t  like  th e  m a n  w h o  sneaks b a c k  to  
the scene o f  his c r im e ,  B u r c h a r d  h a d  
r e t u r n e d .  H e  w a n t e d  a g a in  to  fe el th e  
ra ce , to  b r e a t h e  its o d o r s ,  the r a n k  
stench o f  its g a s o l i n e ; he w a n t e d  t o  fe el 
his fa ce a n d  h a n d s  s m u d g y  w i t h  d i r t  
a n d  o i l ;  he w a n t e d  t o  l i v e ,  i f  o n l y  f o r  
a d a y ,  in a n  a tm o s p h e r e  t h a t  w a s  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  th e  clash o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h ,  
t o  h e a r  again  the screech o f  g e a r s ,  t h e  
r o a r  o f  e n gine s, th e  r u m b l e  o f  w h e e ls .  
I t  w a s in e v ita b le .

B u t  n o w  streaks o f  p u r p l e  a n d  p i n k  
w e r e  f i g h t in g  t h e ir  w a y  t h r o u g h  the 
m ists o f  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  o v e r  b e y o n d  the 
scra ggly fr i n g e  o f  trees B u r c h a r d  s a w  
th a t the east w a s  a fire . T h e  d a y  o f  th e  
s i x t h  race f o r  the cup h a d  co m e .

C r a s h i n g  in u p o n  his t h o u g h t s  came 
the o n r u s h  o f  a m o t o r .  H e  w as sittin g  
w i t h  his h a n d s  in t h e ir  h a b itu a l  pose 
o n  the w heel w h e n  t h r o u g h  the d o o r  
he saw  a ca r co m e  to a sto p. O u t  o f  
it j u m p e d  a b ig  m a n  in a lin e n  d u s t e r  
a n d  a slen d e r,  w i r y - l o o k i n g  f e l l o w .  A s  
t h e y  w a l k e d  s l o w l y  t o w a r d  the b a r n ,  
B u r c h a r d  slipped o u t  o f  the d r i v e r 's  
scat a n d  stole to  a r e a r d o o r .

“ W e l l ,  M a h l e r ,  h o w  d id  she g o  o n  
the last w o r k - o u t ? "  he h e a r d  o n e  o f  the 
m e n  ask.

I t  w a s D u n n ’ s v o ic e — h a r d  as e v e r .  
B u r c h a r d  w o n d e r e d  w h o  M a h l e r  c o u ld  
be— M a h l e r — o h ,  y e s ,  the m a n  f r o m  
C a l i f o r n i a .  M a h l e r  to  d r i v e  the D ra g o n  
— a b s u r d  ! T h e  b o y  w a s d a r i n g ,  b u t --------

“ I  m a d e  s e v e n t y - fi v e  miles an h o u r  
last n i g h t , ”  M a h l e r  re p lie d . “ I t ' s  h e r  
b e st."

" T h a t ' s  a l ie ,”  m u t t e r e d  B u r c h a r d ,  
an d d is g u s te d ly  stole o u t  in to  th e  m o r n ­
ing.

H e  k n e w  he h a d  p u t  the D r a g o n  u p  
t o  e ig h t y ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  b e f o r e  the n e w  
engine h a d  been insta lle d. T h i s  b o y  
to  d r i v e  his D r a g o n !

D a w n  f o u n d  B u r c h a r d  in the pits.

T h e  b r o k e n  m a n  h a d  f o l l o w e d  th e  g r e e n  
m o n s t e r  as a w h i p p e d  d o g  cro u che s 
b a c k  to  its m a s t e r .  A b o v e  h i m  l o o m e d  
th e  D ra g o n ,  its e n gine s hu t o f f ,  w a i t i n g  
se re n ely. - H e  s a w  M a h l e r  a n d  his 
m e c h a n ic ia n  cross to  the F r e n c h  c a m p  
a n d  e x c h a n g e  g r e e tin gs w i t h  M a r c e a u ,  
t h e ir  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  r i v a l .  S c r a m b l i n g  
u p  o u t  o f  th e  p i t  he s a w  t h a t  a m i s t  
w a s  r is i n g  f r o m  th e  l a n d ,  a d r i f t i n g ,  
d i s s o lv in g  m i s t ,  g o l d e n - t i n t e d  in  the 
e ffu lg e n c e  o f  th e  n e w  d a y .  E v e r  t h i n ­
n i n g ,  it lifte d - s l o w l y ,  a n d  B u r c h a r d  
g a z e d  f a r  across th e  b a r r e n  H e m p s t e a d  
P l a i n s ,  a l o n e l y  w a s t e  o f  l a n d  t h r o u g h  
w h i c h  th e  c u p  course r a n .  A l r e a d y  
the r o a d l  w o u l d  be r i m m e d  w i t h  the 
c r o w d s ,  t h o u s a n d s  a n d  t h o u s a n d s ,  
m a sse d  r o u n d  the t w e l v e  m iles o f  t r a c k ,  
s le e p y -e y e d  c r o w d s ,  w h o  b r e a k f a s t e d  
f r o m  l u n c h  b o x e s ,  g la n c e d  i m p a t i e n t l y  
a t  t h e ir  w a t c h e s ,  a n d  w a i t e d  f o r  the 
race to  start.

I t  w a s  a lm o s t t im e  n o w ,  he t h o u g h t ,  
as he w a t c h e d  M a r c e a u  s p r i n g  in to  the 
blue p a in t e d  F r e n c h  car a n d  pro ce e d 
s l o w l y  t o w a r d  the s t a r t i n g  lin e. B f l r -  
c h a r d  k n e w  o f  M a r c e a u .  H e  h a d  h e a rd  
o f  the F r e n c h m a n ' s  w o r k  in th e  G r a n d  
P r i x ,  h o w  th e  d i m i n u t i v e ,  m u s t a c h e d  
m a n  h a d  d r i v e n  h a l f  the race w i t h  a 
b r o k e n  a r m .  A  d a r e - d e v i l ,  this ple a s a n t-  
l o o k i n g  M a r c e a u .  B u r c h a r d  d o u b t e d  
i f  M a h l e r  co u ld k e e p  pace w i t h  h i m . 
M a h l e r  h a d  m o u n t e d  the D r a g o n  n o w ,  
a n d  D u n n ,  c h e w i n g  n e r v o u s l y  o n  an 
u n li g h t e d  c ig a r ,  sto o d beside the car. 
A s  B u r c h a r d  h e a r d  D u n n ' s  e x h o r t a ­
t io n s ,  he g r i n n e d  w i s t f u l l y .  H e  w a s  
t h i n k i n g  h o w  o w n e r s  h a d  a l w a y s  s p o k e n  
t o  h i m  th a t w a y  b e f o r e  the s t a r t  o f  a 
race, a n d  h o w  he h a d  p a i d  n o t  the 
slightest a t t e n t io n . H e  u n d e r s t o o d  h o w  
M a h l e r  m u s t  be w i s h i n g  f o r  the signal 
t h a t  w o u l d  b r i n g  h i m  to  the lin e. W o r d  
w o u l d  co m e  a n y  m i n u t e  n o w .  H e  saw 
D u n n  glance at his w a t c h  f o r  the s i x t h  
t im e  in these last fiv e  m i n u t e s .

T h e r e  w a s  c o n f u s i o n  in the j u d g e s ’ 
s t a n d ,  a n d  a tall  m a n  in n o r f o l k  a n d



218 THE POPULAR MAGAZINE

p u t  Ices w a l k e d  o u t  across th e  t r a c k .  
B u r c h a r d  r e c o g n iz e d  h i m  i n s t a n t l y  as 
a n  official o f  the A m e r i c a n  A u t o m o b i l e  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a m a n  w h o s e  w o r d  w a s  l a w  
o n  the co u rse . H e  s a w  th e  official 
brefsk i n t o  a r u n  a n d  n e a r the D ra g o n .

l i e  w a s  s h o u t in g  s o m e t h in g . B u r -  
c h a r d  s tra in e d  his ears t o  catch it.

■ 'M a h le r, '"  he h e a r d  h i m  y e l l ,  "‘y o u  
c a n 't  d r i v e .  Y o u ’ re b a r r e d  b y  the C o n ­
test B o a r d ! "

D u n n  fl u she d w i t h  rage a n d  b it  in to  
his cig a r .  B u r c h a r d  s a w  M a h l e r  lean 
o v e r  the w h e e l.  l i e  t o o k  a step n e a r e r  
as he h e a rd  M a h l e r  c r y :

" D o n ’t s ta n d  f o r  i t ,  b o s s !  I t ' s  a 
f r a m e - u p !”

S o m e h o w  lie resented M a h l e r  s a y in g  
t h a t ;  lie h o p e d  the official w o u l d  s h o w  
his a u t h o r i t y .

“ A i r .  D u n n ,  th e  b o a r d  has j u s t  been 
i n f o r m e d  tha t M a h l e r  d r o v e  in a n  o u t ­
l a w  meet in C a l i f o r n i a . "  B u r c h a r d  w a s 
h a n g i n g  o n  his e v e r y  w o r d .  ‘ ' P e n d i n g  
his d is q u alifica tio n s as a licensed d r i v e r ,  
he is suspe n de d in d e fin i t e ly .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  
M r .  D u n n ,  h u t  he c a n 't  d r i v e . "

S t r a n g e l y  h a p p y ,  he w a t c h e d  D u n n  as 
the e n ra g e d  o w n e r  fa c e d  his d r i v e r .

" I s  th a t t r u e ,  M a h l e r ? "
H e  saw M a h l e r  n o d .
" ( l e t  o u t ! "
M a h l e r  c lim b e d d o w n  f r o m  the w h e e l.
" T h e  race w il l  sta rt  in fiv e  m i n u t e s ,  

M r .  D u n n , "  said the official. " I f  y o u  
c a n n o t  fin d  a n o t h e r  d r i v e r  y o u ’ ll h a v e  
t o  w i t h d r a w .  I ’ m  t e r r i b l y  s o r r y ,  b u t  
y o u  k n o w  the r u le s ,"  a n d  he h u r r i e d  
away.

D u n n  j a m m e d  a n o t h e r  cigar b e tw e e n  
his teeth, a n d  b e ga n  t o  pace u p  and 
d o w n .  A s  th e  o w n e r ' s  j a w s  w o r k e d  
sa v a g e ly ,  B u r c h a r d  k n e w  lie m u s t  be 
t r y i n g  to  t h i n k  o f  a lo o p h o le . N o t  a n ­
o th e r  d r i v e r  co u ld  be h a d  at this late 
h o u r ,  n o t  f o r  u n l i m i t e d  m o n e y .  T h e y  
w e r e  all e n g a g e d . T h a t  th e  D ra g o n  
sh o u ld  stan d i n e r t  w h il e  a n o t h e r  car 
w o n  the V a n d e r b i l t  w a s  in to le ra b le .
1 le k n e w ,  t o o ,  th a t D u n n  h a d  re b u ilt

t h e  car f o r  th is  o n e  race. I t  h a d  been 
fitte d w i t h  a n e w  a n d  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  
m o t o r .  A  h i g h - p r i c e d  m e c h a n ic a l  e n ­
g i n e e r  h a d  so c h a n g e d  th e  D r a g o n ’s 
lines t h a t  all w i n d  resistance w as m i n ­
i m i z e d .  H e  k n e w  t h e  c a r  w a s  fa s t e r  
t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  H e  k n e w  o f  D u n n ' s  
e x p e n s i v e  r a c in g  c a m p a i g n ; h o w  the 
D ra g o n  h a d  c o m e  t h r o u g h  all th e  m i n o r  
contests t r i u m p h a n t l y .  M o t o r i s t s  the 
c o u n t r y  o v e r  w e r e  w a t c h i n g  th e  cup 
c o u rse  t o - d a y ; e v e r y  o w n e r  o f  a D u n n  
c a r  w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  th e  chance to  boast 
t h a t  his m a c h in e  w a s  th e  same as the 
cup w i n n e r *  F o r  D u n n  t o  w i t h d r a w  
n o w  w o u l d  be a  t r e m e n d o u s  loss o f  
p r e s t i g e ; i t  w o u l d  be a  b l o w  t o  the 
business.

B u r c h a r d  k n e w  his chance h a d  conte. 
H e  d r e w  n e a r  the c a r ,  a n d ,  r a is in g  a 
h a n d  to  the w h e e l,  g a z e d  t o w a r d  the 
s t a r t i n g  lin e. H i s  c-yes w e r e  m o tio n le ss 
a n d  b l a n k .  H i s  m o v e m e n t s  w e r e  m e ­
chanic al. P ie  seemed like a m a n  in a 
d r e a m . I n  his h e a rt  w a s a y e a r n i n g  
s e e m in g ly  im po ssib le  o f  f u l f i l l m e n t .

D u n n  stare d at h i m  in a s to n i s h m e n t .
" W e l l ! L o o k  w h o ’ s h e r e !’ ’ he 

s h o u t e d ,  a n d  b r o k e  i n t o  h y s te r ic a l  
la u g h t e r .

B u t  B u r c h a r d  w a s  l o o k i n g  h i m  s te ad­
i l y  in  the e ye , a n d  D u n n ,  w h o  k n e w  
m e n ,  s t o p p e d ,  inste a d o f  b r u s h i n g  h i m  
o u t  o f  the w a y .  A  b o r n  g a m b l e r  D u n n  
-— w i l l i n g  a l w a y s  t o  t a k e  a chance, h o w ­
e v e r  desperate. H e  ca m e  n o w  t o  a s u d ­
de n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as lie g la n c e d  a p ­
p r a i s i n g l y  o v e r  B u r c h a r d ’s w e l l - k n i t  
f i g u r e ,  t h e n  n o d d e d  t o w a r d  the c a r .

F r o m  th e  p i t  a h e l p e r  l o o k e d  u p ,  his 
m o u t h  agape.

“ G r e a t  s n a k e s !" he sc re a m e d . " H e ’ s 
n o t  g o i n g  t o  let t h a t  q u i t t e r  d r i v e ! "

D u n n  h e a r d ,  a n d  he s ita te d , b u t  o n l y  
f o r  an in s t a n t .  I n  B u r c h a r d ’ s fa ce w a s  
a n  a p p e a l,  a p it e o u s ,  u n s p o k e n  a p p e a l ; 
a n d  in the t ir e d  eyes,  a g l e a m , a flash, 
p e r h a p s  o f  h o p e ,  p e r h a p s  o f  d e t e r m i n a ­
t i o n .  D u n n  t w is t e d  his c ig ar,  t w is t e d  
i t  a g ain .
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“ G e t  in r
A l r e a d y  B u r c h a r d  h a d  v a u l t e d  i n t o  

the d r i v e r ’ s seat. H e  h e a r d  D u n n  b a w l ­
in g  o r d e r s ;  he sa w  th e  lo n g -le g g e d  
m e c h a n ic ia n  leap o u t  o f  the p i t ,  clap 
on a p a i r  o f  r a c in g  g o g g le s ,  a n d  s c r a m ­
ble u p  beside h i m .  H e  f e l t  h i m s e l f  
t r e m b l i n g — t r e m b l i n g  w i t h  a j o y  t h a t  
he h a d  n e v e r  b e lie v e d  po ssible ,  as he 
g u i d e d  the ca r d o w n  to  th e  s t a r t i n g  
line. H e  fe l t  th e  D r a g o n 's  fla n k s  m o v ­
i n g  t o  the p u l s in g  o f  th e  b i g  m o t o r .

I n  t h a t  m o m e n t  w h e n  D u n n ,  w i t h  
his b a c k  t o  the w a l l ,  h a d  chosen th e  
o n ly  a lt e r n a t i v e ,  a n e w  s p irit  h a d  been 
b o r n  in B u r c h a r d ,  a d e e p - r o o t e d  s p ir it  
l o n g  g r o w i n g ,  a s p irit  o f  confide n ce , 
h o r n  w i t h  his o v e r w h e l m i n g  y e a r n i n g  
to  be at the w h e e l ,  to  r id e  the D ra g o n  
as n e v e r  b e f o r e .  T o  h i m  th e  c a r  h a d  
beco m e  a l i v i n g  t h i n g .  A l l  the w a y  
d o w n  to the s t a r t i n g  line he spo ke  t o  
it s o f t l y ,  w h is p e r e d  t o  each l e v e r  a n d  
b r a k e  h a n d l e ; an d as he lis te n e d t o  the 
engine it w a s  like  liste n in g t o  a v o i c e ,  
a voice t h a t  called h i m  o n ,  o n — th e  soul 
o f  the D ra g o n  spe a kin g.

Q u i c k  to  r e c o g n iz e  a n  o ld  f a v o r i t e  
the g r a n d  s ta n d  r ip p le d  w i t h  su rp rise  
as B u r c h a r d  ga in e d  his p o sitio n  in the 
line. A  s h o u t o f  w e lc o m e  b r o k e  o n  
his ears,  an u p r o a r  t h a t  s w e p t  the l o n g  
stand f r o m  end to e n d ,  receded a n d  
b r o k e  a g a in . H e  glan ced a t  th e  car o n  
his r i g h t .  I t  w a s  the b i g  F r e n c h  m a ­
chin e , a n d  M a r c e a u  w as s m i l i n g !  T h e  
smile a n g e re d  B u r c h a r d .  I t  seemed 
s y m p a t h e t ic ,  a lm o s t  p i t y i n g .  T o  b e  
p itie d  w i t h  the D ra g o n  u n d e r f o o t ! 
B u r c h a r d  g r i p p e d  the w he e l t ig h te r .

H e  s a w  th e  s ta rte r's  flag d ip p e d  in 
a signal. T h i r t y  engines be ga n  t h e i r  
c l a m o r ,  a t h u n d e r i n g ,  g r o w i n g  c l a m o r ,  
the p o w e r  o f  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  t h o u s a n d  
horses s u d d e n l y  loosened as e x p l o d i n g  
ga soline. B l u i s h  s m o k e  belched f r o m  
the e x h a u s t s ,  t h ic k e n e d ,  w r e a t h e d  i t ­
self w r a i t h l i k e ,  e n v e l o p in g  each m a ­
chine. T h e  d in  w a s  t e r rific .  C a m e  t h e  
screeching of b r a k e s ,  the r a t t l i n g  of

g e a r s ; s o m e w h e r e  o u t  o f  th e  s m o k e  
B u r c h a r d  h e a r d  t h e  s t a r t e r ’ s vo ic e . 
T h e  m a n  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  h i m s e lf  
h e a r d  a b o v e  th e  u p r o a r .  T h e n  th e r e  
rose a s o u n d  l o u d e r  t h a n  a n y  o f  the 
r e st,  a m e ta llic  s n o r t ,  a n d  ca r n u m b e r  
o n e  sh o t a w a y .  B r i e f  p a u se s, i n t o n e d  
seconds, sign als,  a n d  o t h e r  cars f o l ­
l o w e d .  A n d  a l w a y s  as a d e p a r t u r e  
b r o u g h t  B u r c h a r d  n e a r e r  th e  lin e , he 
clutche d the w h e e l a l ittle  t i g h t e r ,  w h i s ­
p e re d  a little s o f t e r  t o  the D ra g o n 's  
t h r o b b i n g  h e a d . A l l  t h e  y e a r s  o f  his 
e x p e r ie n c e ,  his y e a r n i n g s ,  his v i r i l i t y ,  
seemed g a t h e r e d  f o r  this on e  e f f o r t .

T h e n  M a r c e a u ’ s ca r w e n t  c r a c k l in g  
o u t  t h r o u g h  th e  s m o k e ,  a n d  at the ch eer 
th a t f o l l o w e d ,  B u r c h a r d  b it  his lip .  I t  
w a s  the w a y  a c r o w d  cheers th e  f a v o r ­
ite— a c r o w d  ch e e r in g  M a r c e a u  w h e n  
the D ra g o n  w a s  in th e  r a c e ! B u r c h a r d  
l a u g h e d  u n m u s i c a l l y .

F i n a l l y  he, t o o ,  w a s  g i v e n  th e  w o r d ,  
sent c r a s h in g  d o w n  th e  ce m e n t p a r k ­
w a y ,  d o w n  t o w a r d  M a s s a p e q u a ,  w h e r e  
th e  co u rse  b r e a k s  in to  a r ig h t  angle 
e x t e n d i n g  w e s t w a r d .  R o u n d  the first 
t u r n  the D ra g o n  t o r e ,  k i c k i n g  u p  the 
d u s t  in g r e a t c lo u d s ,  r i g h t i n g ,  a n d  r u m ­
b l in g  o f f  t o w a r d  H i c k s v i l i e .  T o  H i c k s -  
ville  the course w a s  a lm o s t a s t r a i g h t ­
a w a y .  N o t  a t u r n  o f  a n y  d iffic u lty  i m ­
p e d e d  th e  w a y .  T h e  “ S , ”  the H a i r p i n ,  
a n d  the p i t f a l l  o f  S n a k e  B r i d g e  all  la y  
b e y o n d .  O n  th e  s m o o t h ,  s t r a ig h t  r o a d  
B u r c h a r d  let the D r a g o n  r u n  fr e e . 
O p e n i n g  its e n gine  t o  the l i m i t ,  the 
speed r u s h e d  a h e a d  in j e r k s ,  f r o m  s i x t y  
to  s i x t y - f i v e ,  t o  s e v e n t y ,  e i g h t y  miles 
a n  h o u r .  T w o  miles f r o m  H i c k s v i l i e  
he g o t it u p  to  n i n e t y — -fa ste r t h a n  the 
D ra g o n  h a d  e v e r  d o n e  b e f o r e .

C r o u c h e d  l o w  o n  the w h e e l ,  he pe e re d  
o v e r  the t o p  o f  the q u i v e r i n g ,  d a n c i n g  
h o o d ,  pe e re d  d o w n  the r o a d ,  w a i t i n g .  
J u s t  p a st M a s s a p e q u a ,  he h a d  s ighte d 
M a r c e a u — -M a r c e a u  w h o m  th e  c r o w d  
t h o u g h t  th e  w i n n e r ,  w h o m  the D ra g o n  
m u s t  beat. B u r c h a r d  g a in e d  s t e a d il y ,  
a n d  a m i le  f r o m  H i c k s v i l i e  the D ra g o n
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passed the F r e n c h  c a r  in a c lo u d  o f  
d u s t.  S im u l t a n e o u s ! } -, D u n n ' s  single 
sta tio n  th ere t e le p h o n e d  b a c k  to  th e  pits 
t h a t  B u r r h a r d  h a d  c a u g h t  a n d  passed 
M a r c e a u  in th e  first s i x  m ile s  o f  the 
r a c e !

I n t o  H i c k s v i l l e  he t h r e w  th e  D r a g o n , 
t a k i n g  the t u r n  a t  a speed t h a t  th r ille d  
the c r o w d ,  d r i v i n g  t h e m  t o  places o f  
s a f e t y ,  lest this d a r e - d e v i l  sh o o t o f f  the 
course. T o w a r d  W e s t b u r y  he ra ce d, 
fa s t e r ,  f a s t e r ;  a l w a y s  m o r e  t h a n  e i g h t y ,  
so m e tim e s n in e t y  m iles to the h o u r  as 
the r o a d  w o u n d  a n d  b e n t.  R o u n d  the 
t r e a c h e r o u s  “ S "  h e  sla m m e d  a n d  
s k i d d e d ,  a lm o s t l u r c h e d  f r o m  the r o a d ,  
r ig h t e d ,  a n d  t h u n d e r e d  o n  t o w a r d  
S n a k e  H i l l .  H e  w a s  p a ssing cars n o w  
as i f  t h e y  w e r e  s t a n d in g  still— the I t a l ­
ia n s , the G e r m a n s ,  the B e l g i a n ,  the 
A m e r i c a n  m a c h in e s — all seemed to  
j u m p  o u t  o f  the d istan ce , l o o m  la r g e ,  
a n d  v a n is h  b e h in d . H e  c lim b e d the 
hill to the S n a k e  w i t h  his eyes a b la z e . 
T h e  m a n  a n d  t h e  D r a g o n  h a d  beco m e  
one.

A l r e a d y  the race h a d  cast o v e r  h i m  
its stran ge  spell,  m a d e  h i m  t h r o w  c a u ­
tio n  to  the w i n d s ,  g r i p p e d  h i m  in s id i­
o u s ly  w i t h  one t r e m e n d o u s  desire— to 
rid e first,  w ith  all o th e r s  d r o p p i n g  be­
h i n d ,  f a r t h e r ,  f a r t h e r .  F o r  h i m  all p r o ­
p o r t i o n ,  all sense o f  j u d g m e n t  and selec­
tio n w as g o n e . D a n g e r  an d s a f e t y  ha d 
ceased to e x is t .  T h e  D r a g o n  m u s t  go 
f a s t e r ,  e v e n  fa s t e r .  T h a t  was all. 
F r o m  H i c k s v i l l e  to W e s t b u r y ,  B u r -  
ch a rd  h a d  b r o k e n  a w o r l d ' s  re cord.

N o w  he w a s  n e a r i n g  the H a i r p i n ,  the 
t u r n  tha t had been his u n d o i n g .  l i e  
lau ghe d fiercely as he t h o u g h t  o f  i t ; 
he o p e n e d  his e n gine  a little w i d e r .  
U p  the g r a d e  b e y o n d  w h ic h  the r o a d  
dips in to  the t u r n ,  ro a r e d  the Ih'agui!. 
T o p p i n g  the crest the r o a d  f o r m e d  a 
r u n a w a y  o f  a q u a r t e r  m ile  a n d  the n  
b e n t b a c k  in a n  acute  a n g le ,  m a k i n g  
the H a i r p i n .

B u t  as the t u r n  o p e n e d - u p ,  a n d  B u r -  
ch a rd  b e ga n  to  dis tin g u is h  l a n d m a r k s ,

his co n fide n ce  v a n is h e d .  T h e  l a u g h  
died h o l l o w l y  o n  his lips.  S m i t t e n  w i t h  
d o u b t ,  u n c e r t a i n ,  u n s u r e  o f  h i m s e l f ,  be­
l i e v i n g  w e a k l y  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  be able 
t o  r u s h  th e  t u r n ,  y e t  n o t  d a r i n g  unless 
h e  be w r o n g ,  B u r c h a r d  t h r e w  o n  the 
b r a k e s ,  a lm o s t b r i n g i n g  t h e  car to  a 
s to p . P r o c e e d i n g  c a u t i o u s ly ,  he e n te re d 
th e  t u r n  n o  fa s t e r  t h a n  fifte e n  miles 
a n  h o u r ,  a n d  p ic k e d  his w a y  a r o u n d ,  
like  a m a n  s hu fflin g t h r o u g h  th e  n i g h t ,  
w h il e  M a r c e a u  a n d  so m e  o f  the o th e rs 
s w e p t  p a st. S o  s l o w l y  d i d  he p ro g re ss 
t h a t  th e r e  w as n o  f e a r  t o  c o n j u r e  u p  
th e  red p h a n t o m ,  n o  n e c r o m a n c y  to 
t r i c k  his m i n d .  C o m i n g  o u t  o f  the 
t u r n  s a f e l y ,  he d r e w  a l o n g  b r e a t h  an d 
t o o k  u p  the chase.

T h e  d a n g e r  o f  th e  H a i r p i n  o v e r ,  he 
b e g a n  to  d r i v e  as b e f o r e .  O p e n i n g  u p 
th e  e n g in e , he rais ed the speed f r o m  
t w e n t y  t o  s e v e n t y  miles a n  h o u r .  B y  
th e  tim e  he h a d  s w e p t across th e  last 
leg o f  the co u rse  a n d  s w u n g  b a c k  into  
the ce m e n t stretch o f  the P a r k w a y ,  the 
D r a g o n  w as d o i n g  e ig h t y - s e v e n  miles an 
h o u r .  H e r e  th e  o l d  con fiden ce r e ­
t u r n e d ;  the m a n  w a s  m a s t e r  o f  h i m ­
self  a g a in . A g a i n  the g r e a t  m o t o r  
se emed as a vo ice  t h a t  called h i m  o n ,  
o n .  A g a i n  he b e g a n  t o  o v e r h a u l  the 
cars t h a t  h a d  passed h i m  because o f  
his d e l a y  at the . H a i r p i n .  H e  d r e w  
a b re ast o f  the I t a lia n s  a n d  the G e r ­
m a n s ,  t h e n  f o r g e d  a h e ad . S o o n  o n l y  
M a r c e a u  w a s  in f r o n t — M a r c e a u  once 
m o r e  in the lead.

B u r c h a r d  c ro u c h e d  l o w e r  o v e r  t h e  
w h e e l ; the w i n d  sa n g in his ears. T h e  
so n g becam e s h r ille r ,  the n  a p r o l o n g e d  
sc re a m . T h e  e n gine  b o o m e d  like a 
siege g u n .  I t s  e x p lo s i o n s  s h o o k  the 
c a r ;  the steering w heel t r e m b l e :!  in Ids 
h a n d s . H e  d r o v e  fa s t e r .  T h e  l a n d ­
scape seemed a b l u r ,  the g r a n d  stands 
t w o  d a r k  blo cks t h a t  t o o k  s u d d e n  shape 
a n d  j u m p e d  b y .  O n e  t h o u g h t  o n l y  w as 
in his m i n d — he w a s  o v e r t a k i n g  M a r ­
c e a u !  N e a r  P l ic k s v ille  he passed the 
I T e n c h m a n ; a n d  a g a in  th e  signal w a s
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flashed b a c k  t o  the pits th a t B u r c h a r d  
led. M a r c e a u  d r o p p e d  b e liin d . T h e  
D r a g o n  w as to o  f a s t ;  the d e v il  at its 
w h e e l t o o  reckless, t o o  m a d !

B u t  as B u r c h a r d  r u s h e d  t o w a r d  t h e  
H a i r p i n ,  it cam e a g a in — the h e s ita t io n ,  
the f e a r .  A n d  t e r r o r  s t r u c k  i n t o  his 
h e a rt .  A g a i n  he s lo w e d  a n d  lost all 
he ha d g a i n e d ; a g a i n ,  a g a i n ,  f o r  fiv e ,  
te n ,  fi fte e n  laps j u s t  k e e p i n g  u p  w i t h  
the lea de rs,  g a i n i n g ,  l o s in g ,  r e g a in i n g ,  
as ste ad ily as the clock t ic k e d ,  a n d  
a lw a y s  a little b e h i n d ,  a little b e h i n d . 
O n l y  at the H a i r p i n  d i d  he s u r r e n d e r  
to  the f e a r  t h a t  a n o t h e r  d a y  h a d  c o n ­
ceived ; o n ly  th e r e  w a s  he r e n d e r e d  i m ­
p o t e n t ,  a w e a k l i n g ,  c r i n g i n g  a n d  p i t i ­
f u l .  B e n e a th  h i m  w a s  the D r a g o n ,  
fleetest o f  a l l ; y e t  M a r c e a u  le d ,  he ld 
the lead b y  a trifle ,  y e t  a lw a y s  held 
it. A n d  all because B u r c h a r d  d a r e d  
n o t g iv e  the D r a g o n  its he ad.

A t  the pits he stopped',  a n d  m e n  
b e a r in g  h u g e  cans s w a r m e d  r o u n d  the 
D r a g o n , w h il e  ga soline splashed d o w n  
its t h i r s t y  t h r o a t .  B u r c h a r d  d a r t e d  
f r o m  one m a n  to  the o t h e r ,  w a t c h i n g  
e v e r y  m o v e .  A c r o s s  the r o a d  he saw  
tha t M a r c e a u ,  t o o ,  h a d  been fo r c e d  to 
pu ll  u p  f o r  re p a ir s .  T h e  F r e n c h m a n ’ s 
r a d i a t o r  w a s  h issin g  steam  like a g e y ­
ser. F i g u r i n g  t h a t  the loss o f  t im e  
w o u l d  be b a la n c e d , B u r c h a r d  k n e w  he 
h a d  a chance o f  o v e r t a k i n g  M a r c e a u  
a g a in . H e  k n e w ,  t o o ,  a lm o s t w i t h  a 
sense o f  fa t a l is m , h o w  his f a l t e r i n g  o n  
the H a i r p i n  w o u l d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  r o b  
h i m  o f  the lead. L o w e r i n g  his eyes he 
p r a y e d  th a t s o m e t h in g  w o u l d  o v e r c o m e  
this fe a r  b e f o r e  it w a s  to o  late.

L o o k i n g  u p ,  he g la n c e d  at D u n n  
c o v e r t ly .  H e  sa w  h i m  c h e w i n g  a c ig a r 
w h il e  he paced u p  a n d  d o w n .  H e  
t h o u g h t  he sa w  re s ig n a tio n  in the h a r d ,  
r u d d y  fa c e , a n d  it c u t dee p. T h e r e  w a s  
the one m a n  w h o  h a d  t r u s t e d  h i m ,  
w h o  h a d  b r o u g h t  the D r a g o n  t o  h i m ,  
y e t  the t r u s t  h a d  been b u i lt  o n  s a n d. 
B u r c h a r d  slip ped a w a y .

A  h e a v y  step s o u n d e d  b e h in d  h i m .

" B u r c h a r d !”  called D u n n .
G a t h e r i n g  his f r a y e d  n e r v e s ,  B u r ­

c h a r d  t u r n e d  t o  fa ce  h i m .
" B u r c h a r d ,  y o u ' v e  d o n e  w e ll — b e tte r 

t h a n  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  w o u l d .  Y o u ' v e  
m a n a g e d  to tr a i l  M a r c e a u ,  a n d  w e ’ ll 
finish second. I ’ d like  t o  w i n ,  a n d  I  
t h i n k  it's in the D r a g o n  t o  d o  it. B u t  
w e  c o u l d n 't  w i n  unless w e  h a d  a m a n  
b e h in d  th a t w h e e l capable o f  n i n e t y  an 
h o u r ,  some d a r e - d e v i l  w h o  w o u l d  be 
s u p r e m e ."  T h e n  s u d d e n l y ,  w i t h  his 
eyes b u r n i n g  i n t o  B u r c h a r d ’s :  “ A r e  y o u  
that m a n ?  Y o u  f l u n k e d  o n c e ,  b u t  I ’m  
t a k i n g  a chance o n  y o u  a g a i n .  B u r ­
c h a r d ,  o ld  so n , i t ’ s u p  t o  y o u . ’ ’

A b r u p t l y .  D u n n  w a l k e d  a w a y .  T h e r e  
w e r e  tears in B u r c h a r d ' s  eyes as he 
starte d f o r  the D r a g o n .  A  m o m e n t  o f  
b l a n k  i n t r o s p e c t i o n ,  a n d  a t h u n d e r o u s  
che e r sm o te  his ears.

M a r c e a u  h a d  g o t t e n  a w a y ! A l r e a d y  
the. F r e n c h m a n ’ s ca r h a d  l e f t  the pits 
a n d  w a s  b o o m i n g  d o w n  th e  P a r k w a y .  
W i t h  a b o u n d  B u r c h a r d  w a s  in  his 
seat. A  m a n  w a s  still p o u r i n g  g a s o ­
lin e. B u r c h a r d  k n o c k e d  the can f r o m  
his a r m .  O f  w h a t  use w a s  a g a llo n  
o f  " g a s "  w i t h  M a r c e a u  i n c re a s in g  his 
lead? O r  a m e c h a n ic i a n ,  e ith e r ?  
t h o u g h t  B u r c h a r d ,  as he t h r e w  o p e n  
th e  e n g in e ,  f o r c i n g  th e  m a n  to  j u m p  
a b o a r d  w i t h  the D r a g o n  a lr e a d y  u n d e r  
w a y .

P a s s i n g  the g r a n d  stan d he t h o u g h t  
he h e a rd  h o o ts t h a t  w o r e  n o t  d r o w n e d  
o u t  b y  the ch e e r in g . H e  k n e w  th a t 
unless M a r c e a u  w a s  be a te n  th e re  w o u l d  
be w o r s e  t h a n  h o o ts .  T h e r e  w o u l d  be 
silence,  th e  same i c y ,  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  
silence t h a t  h a d  m e t  h i m  at th e  finish 
o f  th a t V a n d e r b i l t  a y e a r  a go .

T h e  D r a g o n  r o a r e d  a w a y .  R o u n d  
th e  o b l o n g  o f  c o u n t r y s i d e  it flashed like 
a m e t e o r .  O n e  t u r n  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
j u m p e d  in to  sig h t,  j u m p e d  b y ,  w i t h  the 
D r a g o n  s t r e a k i n g  o n ,  w i t h  a clo u d  o f  
du st t r e m b l i n g  b e h i n d .  I n  j e r k s  the 
sp e e d o m e te r  s h o t u p  to  e i g h t y - t w o ,
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e i g h t y - f o u r ,  e ig h t y - s e v e n ,  n i n e t y ! P r e s ­
e n tly  he m a d e  o u t  th e  H a i r p i n ,  ( i r i m l y  
he u r g e d  the ca r f o r w a r d .  D u n n ' s  
w o r d s  r a n  t h r o u g h  his h e a d  : " B u r c h a r d ,  
o ld  so n , i t ’s u p  t o  y o u . ”

H e  s q u e e ze d  the ste e rin g w h e e l.
N o w  he c o u ld  d is tin g u is h  f a m i l i a r  

l a n d m a r k s  n e a r  th e  b e n d .  H e  m a d e  
o u t  a t h in  g r a y  lin e — the w a l l .  A n d  
th e n  he fe lt  a n o t h e r  presence o n  the 
r o a d ,  s o m e t h in g  o n  his r i g h t .  U n ­
easily he w o n d e r e d  w h a t  it w a s . S o m e ­
t h i n g  told  h i m  n o t  to  l o o k .  T h e  H a i r ­
pin g r e w  m o r e  dis tin c t.  B u r c h a r d  fe lt  
the presence m o r e  t a n g i b l y .  I t  seemed 
to he d r a w i n g  n e a r e r .  W ith a s u d d e n  
start o f  f e a r  he g la n c e d  t o  the r ig h t .  
T h e r e ,  g l i d i n g  tip beside the D ra g o n ,  
v e e r i n g  in ,  closer, closer, see m in g a b o u t 
to lo c k  w he e ls,  slid th e  red c a r ,  the 
pliant otn— the p h a n t o m  th a t h a d  b r o k e n  
h i m !  I n  fa n c y  he h e a r d  the c r u n c h  o f  
its hu b s against l i b ,  the g r i n d i n g  col­
lision, the c a n n o n i n g  .across the r o a d ;  
and th en f r o m  b e h in d  the w a l l  rose 
the a w f u l  v is io n  o f  his o ld accid e n t—  
the o v e r t u r n i n g ,  the holt t h r o u g h  the 
a ir ,  the r o c k s !

W i t h  a s h r ie k  he t h r e w  o n  the b r a k e s . 
T h e  d i r t  H e w  in a screen. H e  fe lt  h i m ­
self t h r o w n  f o r w a r d  a g a in st the w h e e l.  
S e e m i n g  to e m e rge  f r o m  a d o z e  he 
b lin k e d  s t u p id ly  a n d  g a z e d  a b o u t  h i m .  
S l o w l y  he re a lize d  w h a t  ha d h a p p e n e d . 
A s  he t h o u g h t  h o w  fa te  h a d  o n l y  been 
p l a y i n g  w i t h  h i m ,  h o w  hi his y e a r n i n g  
to w in  f o r  the D ra g o n ,  he had ig n o re d  
the H a i r p i n  a n d  its v i s i o n ; h o w  u n til  
n o w ,  b y  s l o w i n g  d o w n ,  he h a d  been able 
to sh u t on the v i s io n ,  y e t  n o w  n o  l o n g e r  
d a r in g  to s l o w — as he t h o u g h t  o f  these 
tilings, a g r e a t  sob tilled his t h r o a t .

" D o  w e  w a i t  here m u c h  l o n g e r ? "
T h e  m e c h a n ic ia n  w as s ta r in g  at h i m . 

B u r c h a r d  crin g ed  at his v o ic e . I t  
seemed to he the voices o f  the t h o u ­
sands w a t c h i n g  h i m  in this race— voices 
n o w  raised to  c o n d e m n . M e c h a n i c a l l y  
lie w i t h d r e w  the b r a k e s ;  listlessly he re­
o p e n e d  the th r o tt le  a n d  d r o v e  s l o w l y

r o u n d  th e  t u r n .  l i e  d a r e d  n o t go fa s t e r  
•— speed w o u l d  b r i n g  b a c k  the v i s io n ,  
th e  f r i g h t f u l  f a n t a s y  t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  he 
s h a k e n  o f f  u n t il  the H a i r p i n  h a d  been 
p u t  b e h i n d .  A n d  as the D ra g o n  c r a w l e d  
r o u n d  the t u r n ,  its e n gine m o a n e d  like  
a l i v i n g  t h i n g — a h u m a n  m o a n  tha t 
f o u n d  its a n s w e r  in B u r c h a r d ’s h e a r t .  
N o t  o n l y  h a d  his f e a r  b e t r a y e d  D u n n ,  
b u t  it seemed as t h o u g h  he h a d  w r o n g e d  
th e  D r a g o n ,  w r o n g e d  this i n a n im a t e  
m a ss o f  steel t h a t  h a d  seemed to  live 
a n d  g iv e  h i m  a co nfidence th a t n o t h i n g  
else co u ld  h a v e  d o n e .

D o w n  the s tr a ig h t stretch o f  the 
P a r k w a y  he re g a in e d  his o ld  speed. 
Y e t  a n o t h e r  lap w as w a s te d  ; y e t  M a r -  
ceau h e ld the lead, a n d  the race w a s  
g r o w i n g  o ld .  A n o t h e r  s w i n g  r o u n d  the 
course a m i he fa ce d the H a i r p i n  a g a i n ,  
o n l y  this t im e  he k n e w  better t h a n  to 
speed, k n e w  e n o u g h  to slacken a n d  fo o l  
the p h a n t o m  tha t l u r k e d  b e h in d  the w a l l .  
A n d  so he flashed by the g r a n d  stan d 
o n  his n in e te e n th  la p ,  the last save o n e ,  
flashed b y  g l i m p s i n g  D u n n ,  a l o n e l y ,  
r u g g e d  fi gu re  b y  the p itsid e . A  cheer 
f o r  M a r c e a u  w as still t h u n d e r i n g  f r o m  
the t h r o a t s  o f  the c r o w d .

T o  the sp ectators a t  M a s s a p c q u a  the 
D r a g o n  se emed to pass like  a bullet. 
B u r c h a r d  w as t a k i n g  chances w i t h  his 
e n g in e ,  f o r c i n g  the speed b e y o n d  ninety- 
miles an hour! O n  t o w a r d  I l ic k s v il le  
he ca m e , p l u n g i n g ,  s k i d d i n g ,  the ca r 
r o c k i n g  f r o m  side to side, s w a y i n g  on 
th e  t u r n s ,  s h a k i n g ,  p o u n d i n g ,  a n d  t h u n ­
d e r i n g ,  the f u r y  o f  its g i g a n t i c  m o t o r  
u n le a sh e d  a n d  d r e a d f u l .  T h e  m a n  b e ­
side h i m  w a s  g r i p p i n g  th e  scat. A n y  
m o m e n t  the c a r e e n in g  car m i g h t  sho o t 
o f f  the r o a d .  I t s  speed spelled d e s t r u c ­
t io n .

I l i c k s v i l l e  pa ssed like a s m u d g e  o n  
the lan dsc ape . S t il l  M a r c e a u  w a s  
a h e a d . T h e  d e l a y  at the pits h a d  been 
co stly . O t h e r  m a c h in e s ,  t i n y  specks,  
t o o k  f o r m  o n  the r o a d  a n d  w e re  lost 
in  a w h i r l  o f  d u s t.  O n l y  M a r c e a u  led. 
o n l y  M a r c e a u !  B u r c h a r d  w o n d e r e d  if
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p r a y i n g  w o u l d  h e lp .  I t  w a s  th e  m e c h a ­
n ic ia n ,  t h o u g h ,  w h o  p r a y e d ,  f o r  B u r -  
c h a r d  o p e n e d  the t h r o t t l e  t o  its u t m o s t ,  
a n d  the D r a g o n  shot a h e a d ,  a h u n d r e d  
miles an h o u r !

B u r  eluted c o u ld  j u s t  see the r o o f s  o f  
W e s t b u r y  as M a r c e a u 's  g r a y  ca r w a s  
sighted s u d d e n l y ,  r o u n d i n g  a  b e n d  in 
the r o a d . A l m o s t  i n s t a n t l y ,  it seem ed, 
he h a d  w h i r l e d  past it . A n d  n o w  th e  
ro ad w a s  clear. T h o s e  last fiv e  miles 
t o  the finish line o p e n e d  u p  lik e  a 
b o u l e v a r d .  U p  the g r a d e  t o w a r d  th e  
H a i r p i n  he w a s  b o r n e  as o n  the w i n g s  
o f  a h u r r i c a n e .  A s  he sa w  th e  t u r n  
open u p  lie drew - his m uscles t a u t .  
H e  trie d t o  co n ce n tra te  his e n t ir e  w il l  
p o w e r  o n  o v e r c o m i n g  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  
w o u l d  soon creep o v e r  h i m .  I n s i d i o u s l y  
it w o u l d  creep, co m e  u p o n  h i m  w i t h  
all the stealth o f  in ta n g ib le  t h in g s .  H e  
g a th e re d  all his fo r c e s ,  ph y s ic a l  a n d  
m e n t a l ,  to  m e e t  it.

H e  co u ld see the t u r n  n o w ,  the a w f u l  
acute a n g le ,  th e  line o f  g r a y ,  the w a f L  
H e  could  feel the D r a g o n ,  r o c k e d  b y  
the f u r y  o f  its e n g in e , s w a y i n g  b e n e a th 
h i m ,  an in c h o a te  r a g in g  t h in g .  T h e  
steerin g w h e e l leaped a n d  q u i v e r e d  in  
his h a n d s . T h e  f l o o r  b o a r d  s h o o k  as 
t h o u g h  the e a r t h  w e r e  s h a k i n g .  H e  
d is t in g u is h e d  in the r o a r i n g  o f  the m o ­
t o r  a fo r e ig n  s o u n d ,  a v o ic e ,  a t h u n ­
de ro u s vo ic e ,  c o m m a n d i n g ,  o v e r p o w e r ­
i n g — the soul o f  the D r a g o n  s p e a k in g .

O n w a r d  it called h i m ,  o m v a r d ! 
S o n o r o u s  in its v e r y  h a rsh n e ss , it 
crashed in his ears w it h  the f u r y  o f  
a r o llin g  m i ll .  I t  t e r r i f i e d ,  it o v e r ­
w h e l m e d  | a m .  T h e r e  w a s  h u t  t o  o b e y . 
S t i l l ,  there w a s  th e  a p p a r i t i o n .  A n y  
m o m e n t  n o w  it m i g h t  creep u p  beside 
h i m ,  creep u p  a n d  strike  t e r r o r  t o  his 
h e a r t .  T r e m b l i n g ,  he t h r u s t  a h a n d  o n  
the b r a k e s ,  b u t  the v o ic e  o f  D u n n  cam e 
to h i m  a g a i n : “ B u r c h a r d ,  i t ’s u p  t o  
y o u . ”  A b a s h e d ,  h e  d r e w  b a c k  the 
h a n d .

T o  ru sh  the H a i r p i n  a t  this speed 
w a s  a p p a ll i n g — w a s  suicide. T h e

m e c h a n ic i a n ’ s g a z e  b e ca m e  p it e o u s  in 
its ho pelessness. H e  w a s  t r a n s f i x e d  
w i t h  f e a r .

‘ ' Y o u ’ re n o  m a n ! ”  he s c r e a m e d  i n  
B u r c h a r d ' s  e a r.  “ Y o u ’ re a  f i e n d ! ”

B u t  B u r c h a r d  d i d  n o t  h e a r .  C a n ­
n o n a d i n g  t h r o u g h  th e  d u s t ,  he  shot the 
D r a g o n  across the r o a d .  F l a s h e s  o f  
fla m e , slen d e r a n d  t e n u o u s ,  leaped f r o m  
the e x h a u s t ,  s e e m in g  to  re ac h o u t  l ik e  
fin g e rs. B l o w n  b a c k  b y  th e  w i n d ,  t h e y  
licke d at the d a s h ; a g u st a n d  t h e y  
singed B u r c h a r d ' s  legs. W i t h  a c r y  
he loosened his g r i p  o n  the w h e e l.  H e  
fe l t  the t e r r o r - s t r i c k e n  m e c h a n ic ia n  
clutch h i m  r o u n d  the b o d y .  L u r c h i n g  
f r e e ,  the b i g  g re e n  car ca re en e d t o w a r d  
th e  w a l l .  I t  t o r e  u p  the r o a d ,  f l in g i n g  
the d i r t  in  g r e a t  b r o w n  m a sse s, a n d ,  
p l o w i n g  o n ,  s p u n  c r a z i l y  o n  its f r o n t  
w h e e ls .  C a u g h t  in a r u t  it se emed to 
be o v e r t u r n i n g ,  s l o w l y ,  w h e n  B u r c h a r d ,  
t w i s t i n g  the w h e e l s h a r p l y ,  t o r e  loose 
the ca r f r o m  the g r i p  o f  th e  r o a d .  
D o w n  c ra sh e d t h e  tilte d w h e e l ; a q u i v e r  
r a n  th e  l e n g th  o f  th e  steel b a c k ,  a n  
a w f u l  s w a y i n g ;  a n d ,  b u r s t i n g  i n t o  a 
te r rific  r o a r ,  th e  D r a g o n  r ig h te d  itse lf  
a n d  p l u n g e d  o n  d o w n  th e  leg o f  the 
t u r n  t o w a r d  the j a g g e d  v e r t e x — a q u a k ­
i n g ,  s m o k i n g  shape t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  been 
sp e w e d  u p  t h r o u g h  a c r a c k  in th e  
e a rth 's  b a c k .

L i k e  a m a n  t e a r i n g  t h r o u g h  space 
a n d  seeing the e n d ,  B u r c h a r d  w a t c h e d  
the H a i r p i n  ru sh  to m e e t h i m .  T h e r e  
at the b e n d  he k n e w  the p h a n t o m  w o u l d  
a p p e a r ,  w o u l d  ru sh  o u t  o f  va g u e n e s s ,  
ru sh  a n y  m o m e n t  n o w .  B e n e a t h  h i m ,  
b r e a t h i n g  fl am e  a n d  t h u n d e r ,  the 
D r a g o n  t o r e  o n .  T h e  t u r n  l o o m e d  v i v ­
i d ly .

l i e  fe l t  s o m e t h in g  g l i d i n g  in t o w a r d  
h i m ; s o m e t h in g  th a t c l u n g  p e r s is te n t ly  
to  his f r o n t  w h e e l s ;  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  as 
th e  u g l y  H a i r p i n  o p e n e d  u p  s w u n g  in 
closer a n d  c l o s e r ;  a n d  t h e n ,  in a  s w i f t ,  
a w f u l  flash, came the n a r r o w  a ngle o f  
th e  r o a d ,  th e  m a s s iv e  stone w a ll  a t  on e  
side, th e  sh eer d r o p  o f  l a n d  b e y o n d ,  t h e
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ro cks b e l o w .  B u t  as B u r c h a r d  steeled 
h i m s e l f  t o  r u s h  the t u r n ,  t h a t  o t h e r  
m i s t y  p i c t u r e  o f  the d r e a d  d a y  rose—- 
the p i c t u r e  o f  the re d c a r  lo c k e d  w i t h  
his,  c a n n o n a d i n g  across th e  r o a d ,  t e a r ­
i n g  u p the d i r t ,  c a p s i z i n g ,  s m a s h in g  o v e r  
the w a l l ,  a n d  p l u n g i n g  t o  th e  ro cks. 
A n d  as B u r c h a r d  s a w  it a g a in  he 
k n e w  he sh o u ld  h a v e  tu g g e d  at the 
D r a g o n 's  b r a k e s . I n s t e a d ,  he sat b o lt  
u p r i g h t  a n d  stare d s t u p id ly .

T h e n ,  u n c o n s c io u s ly  c lo sin g his eyes 
a gain st the o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  lo o m e d  as 
a w a ll  o f  t e r r o r ,  he w a s  born© o n  
t h r o u g h  a  chaotic m o m e n t  w i t h  the 
D r a g o n , r a g in g  m a sterle ss, a w i l d ,  ca­
r e e n in g  ca r,  in w h o s e  r o a r  r u s tle d  the 
w i n g s  o f  d e a th . A n d  th e  specter w as 
b l in d e d  f r o m  his v i s io n .

H e  j e r k e d  o p e n  his eyes, a n d  m a d e  
o u t  the t u r n — the t u r n  w h e r e  the red 
p h a n t o m  l u r k e d .  Y e t  n o  p h a n t o m  h a d  
co m e . I t  had been w ip e d  o u t  f o r e v e r .  
Y e t  as he h e a r d  the b o o m i n g  o f  the

e x h a u s t s ,  as he  fe l t  t h e  fierce r u s h  o f  
t h e  w i n d ,  as h e  r e a lize d  t h a t  h e  w a s  
r u s h i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  H a i r p i n ,  s w i f t e r  
t h a n  th e  t y p h o o n  sw e e p s, he w e a k e n e d  
— a t r e m b l i n g  m a n ' w h o  r e a lize d  at w h a t  
r is k  his r e j u v e n a t i o n  h a d  been b o u g h t ,  
h o w  close de a th h a d  been in th a t m o ­
m e n t  o f  a w f u l  sightlessness.

T w i s t i n g  the w h e e l he w h i r l e d  r o u n d  
th e  H a i r p i n ,  s p u n  t h r o u g h  a w a l l  o f  
f l y i n g  d i r t ,  s k i d d e d  a n d  r i g h t e d ,  a n d 
t h u n d e r e d  a w a y .  P a s t  th e  g r a n d  stan d 
he r o a r e d ,  p a st r o w s  o f  s h r ie k in g  
k l a x o n s ,  p a st th e  b l a c k ,  v a g u e  s u r g in g  
o f  the c r o w d s ,  p a s t a d i m  la n dsc ape  th a t 
r u s h e d  b y  w i t h  th e  m ile s s w e e p in g  u n ­
d e r  his w h e e ls ,  r o a r e d  pa st M a s s a p e q u a ,  
H i c k s v i l l e ,  W e s t b u r y ,  the H a i r p i n  
a g a i n ,  a g a i n ,  a b o v - m a n ,  l u s t y  w i t h  
l o n g - lo s t  p o w e r  n o w  r e g a in e d ,  a g i a n t  
o f  a m a n ,  f u l l  b l o w n  a n d  v i r i l e ,  w h o ,  
cro ssin g  th e  finish lin e , sm ile d as a 
child smiles o n  C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g —  
smiles y e t  sobs w i t h  j o y .

A N O T H E R  M E N A C E  T O  C R I M I N A L S
T T I B  d e te ctive  g a m e  is in d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  o v e r d o n e .  T h e  g e n e r a l  p u b lic  ha s 

n o  idea o f  h o w  m a n y  k e e n - w i t t e d  y o u n g  m e n  sta n d  r e a d y  to  s p r i n g  f o r w a r d  
a n d  d o  th in g s  t h a t  w ill  m a k e  S h e r l o c k  H o l m e s  l o o k  s l o w - w i t t e d  a n d  idio tic.

N o t  l o n g  a go  the c h i e f ' o f  a b u r e a u  in th e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  e m p l o y s  
detectiv es a n d  secret agents re ce ive d c o n c lu s iv e  p r o o f  o f  this.

I t  ca m e  in the sha pe  o f  a le tte r  w h i c h  r e a d :

D kar Sru: A rc  you  in need o f  any m ore detective? I f  y o  need any m ore I w ould  bee 
glad to luilj) you  out as I do not have anything in portness to d o  at the present if  you  
are in need o f  any officer I think ancer the purpus pleas state what salcry you  w ill pay and 
if  you  will funish handcuff or pleas send me perticlers.

I remain yors truley.
J o h n  M a n  a h  a n .

W i t h  the le tte r w a s  th e  a p p l i c a n t ’ s cai’d  b e a r in g  this l e g e n d :

A ll kinds o f  legitim ate detective w ork .
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J U ST one hundred and thirty-eight 
rears ago this week a committee o f  

five men were deliberating in Philadel­
phia over a declaration which has since 
become famous beyond all expectation 
at the time, and, indeed, beyond its 
merits as a document. These live were 
for the most part well-off, educated 
gentlemen— Benjamin Franklin and
Thomas Jefferson are the best rem em ­
bered o f  the group. Making all due 
allowances for the keen insight and 
practical intelligence possessed by all it 
is beyond the hounds o f  possibility that 
any o f  them knew the great importance 
ami far-reaching consequences o f  the: 
work they had undertaken. They were 
clearing (he ground for the foundations 
o f  the biggest, most successful, and most 
stable o f  all the modern com m on­
wealths.

a 9

ROM K alone can compare with the 
United States in the enduring 

quality o f  the institutions its builders 
raised. Beside other modern govern­
ments, tile United States is as a rock 
to a sandhill. N o less than seven 
changes o f  government have shaken 
France since ours began. Forty odd 
years is the age o f  the present French 
republics F.arly in the last century, 
Napoleon smashed Germany into frag­
ments never welded together again till 
I<S~i. The present dual monarchy o f  
Austro-Hungary dates from  1867. The 
United K ingdom  o f  Great Britain and 
Ireland came into being in l8or, hut 
while they have a habit over there o f 
making their revolutions slow and pon­
derous. rather than swift and bloody, 
such a revolution took place, neverthe­
less, in 1823. and now Britain, instead 
o f  being the oligarchy that Napoleon

saw it, is in an advanced state o f  
democracy, and changing much more 
rapidly in the direction o f  socialism 
than ever this nation has moved. It is 
hardly necessar'- to mention the Latin 
American peoples, for their govern­
ments for the most part are affairs o f 
yesterday; and with M exico, at the 
present writing, it seems to he a good 
deal o f  an affair o f  to-m orrow .

a  a
\ 1 7 F.RF this a small island kingdom, 
* '  like old Japan, where purity o f 

race and blood insured permanence o f  
thought and custom, the result might not 
he so remarkable, lmt no country has 
ever received and assimilated more 
aliens o f  more alien races. Not H en- 
gist and his Saxons, nor W illiam with 
his Normans, nor Attila nor Genghis 
Khan, with all their hordes, ever led 
such an army o f  foreign folk as has 
been pouring into our boundaries from  
all life four quarters o f  the earth. It 
is idle to say that the blood o f  Anglo- 
Saxons or Huguenots or Dutch has 
been so potent as to fertilize all this 
stock and imbue it with ideals o f  or­
ganization, stability, and restraint. 
Doubtless race plays its part in the 
building o f  the nations, hut we are apt 
to give it more credit than its due. The 
real spirit that quickeneth is the tradi­
tion o f  thought and standards o f  con ­
duct that a race or organization calls 
into being. W e  hear frequently o f  the 
Vale spirit, or the Harvard spirit, or 
the spirit o f  the American navy or o f 
the British army or the French foreign 
legion, and the phrase is in no case a 
meaningless one. That we use it shows 
that we all believe that a hoy, by jo in ­
ing an organized society, and becoming 
a part o f  it, builds for him self a new
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character o f  a new type, and, to a 
certain extent, a new manner and new 
individuality. Talk to any hoy before 
and after a term at W est Point, at 
any good university, in the Am erican 
army or navy, and the change is evi­
dent enough. It is the intangible spirit 
o f the organization that is mysteriously 
passed from  man to man, from  the 
group to the individual, unspoken for  
the most part, and, when uttered, con­
veyed in the most laconic o f  phrases, 
that builds the standard o f  thought, the 
way o f  looking at things and the char­
acter. Example is so much better than 
precept, that a year in a good  school 
often helps a hoy more than all the ser­
mons he might listen to in a lifetime.

0 0
'T ' l I I S  government, which really came 
* into being as an organism • sep­

arate from  England on July 4th one hun­
dred and thirty-eight years ago, is the 
biggest school in self-governm ent and 
tiie biggest social organization in his­
tory. It lias its one definite spirit. T o  
transmit this spirit, to feel it, is easier 
than to put it into words. In four 
documents at least you will find some­
thing o f  it— in the Declaration o f  In- 

i dependence, which was the final result 
o f  the deliberations o f  the five gentle­
men that hot June week in Philadel­
phia one hundred and thirty-eight years 
ago, in the Constitution, and in Abra­
ham Lincoln ’s second inaugural and 
Gettysburg speeches. T o  us it seems 
that a lucid and vital way to be patriotic 
is to consider that a man as a citizen o f 
the United States belongs to the biggest 
and solidest club in the world. It is 
well to bear in mind that the club and 
its purposes are to he judged by the 
principles laid down by its founders and 
conservators, and not by the vaporings 
o f  its nosiest members. Doubtless 
there are members who don ’t pay all 
their dues in the form  o f  taxes, there

are other members w ho appropriate the 
property o f  others, and still other mem­
bers wbo are muckrakers, and disturb 
our serenity by denunciations o f  in­
nocent and guilty as well. The club is 
in a sound and healthy condition, it is 
not in the way o f  any disaster, it may 
have its faults, hut the best way to 
rectify them is fo r  the individual to 
see that one member at least behaves 
himself, pays his dues, and votes intel­
ligently at all the elections.

0 a \
T 'H E  permanence and stability o f  the 

United States is well worth the 
pride o f  any people. The peace and 
protection that its governm ent has given 
to the richest and greatest part o f  a 
great continent has brought it wealth 
and an unrivaled leadership in the 
material machinery o f  life. It is no 
boasting to say that, as a whole, the 
ninety or a hundred million inhabitants 
o f  the United States are infinitely bet­
ter off and happier than those o f  any 
other country, and that the free and 
generous spirit o f  that people is, at its 
best, a nearer approach to true Christi­
anity than we are likely to find else- ! 
where. Som e things they do better in 
France, and some in England, and some 
in China fo r  all we know, hut in the 
United States there Is less special priv­
ilege, less idleness, less war, more 
stability, and a better chance for  a 
poor man who is willing to work, to rise 
out o f  poverty and get a liberal educa­
tion while he does it, than any place else 
on earth. Better this freedom  than all 
the pomp o f  armaments, than all “ the 
glory that was Greece and the grandeur 
that was Rom e.”  And in honest thank- | 
fulness for  the past, and trust not so 
much in ourselves as in the Divinity or 
Providence, or whatever we choose to 
call it, that has guided the com m on­
wealth in the past, and still guides it, 
is the soundest patriotism.

ties©®!
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\bur Fuffire Depends 
------On Yourself

A few years hence, then what ? Will you still be an 
untrained, underpaid worker, or will you be a specialist 
in your chosen line, where you can earn more in one day 
than the untrained man earns in a week?

Your future depends on yourself. You must decide N O W . T h e way to  avoid 
the hard road o f  disappointment and failure is to get the special training that will 
command the attention and a better salary from the m; n higher up. The 
In te rn a tio n a l C o rresp o n d en ce  Schools 
have shown to thousands the way to | 
positions o f power and better pay. They 
can do the same for you.
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Explain, without further obligation on my part, how 
I can qualify for the position before which I  mark X

Are you interested enough in your | 
future to learn how the I .  C. S. can fit you I 
for a real good jo b ?  N o matter where you ■ 
live, how little you earn, or what your 
previous education has been, the I. C. S. I 
are ready to help you. For 2 1  years 1 
the I . C . S„ have b ee n  h e lp in g  young i 
men to increase their earnings and to  rise , 
to positions that insure a  better income. '

Choose a high-salaried future.
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What will Mrs. Grundy 
say?—Nothing.

For Mrs. Grundy is no more. In the 
July A IN S L E E ’S you will find a full ac­
count of her life and sad end written 
with delicate sympathy by

EDGAR SALTUS
The same number will contain a com ­

plete novelette by Kate L. McLaurin, 
the third big installment of M A R IE  V A N  
V O R S T ’S BIG N O V E L , many unusual 
short stories by such authors as

Bonnie R. Ginger 
William Slavens McNutt 

Neith Boyce 
Ethel Train 

Alicia Ramsey

and another of Albert Pay son Terhune’s 
fascinating Stories of the Super-Women.

AINSLEE’S FOR JULY
On sale everywhere 15 rents the copy
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PICTURES
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National League 
American League 
International League 
American Association 
Federal League

Group pictures, with 
names of the players, 
will be published in

TOP-NOTCH
M AGAZINE
beginning in issue dated 
July 20th. On sale June 
20th.
Make sure of getting 
this splendid baseball 
feature in every issue of 
T O P -N O T C H  bearing 
date of the 20th.

All news dealers 10 cents

^ 0 Tlie fastest s«‘l2 
I  " * w ler ever put out. 

Ith)simply wonderful 
f —amazing—great. A good glaBS of Lager 

Beor wanted in every home. Thousands 
l are now making their own Beer with 
' “ AMBItEW.”  A few mi nut os does the 
Work. A concentration of Barley Malt 
and Hops. Startling discovery has excited 
everyone. Carry “ AMBRKW”  right 
your pocket and supply the thirsty. A pure, 

i sparkling Lager Beer for 1 cent a glass. 
Wanted everywhere—wet or dry—strictly 
legitimate. Show it—sell them all.
BIG MONEY MAKER

Beer in concentrated form. Everybody wild 
about it. Field hardly touched. Exclusive ter* 
ritory being snapped up. An opportunity to 
easily make $8 a day and over. A red hot seller 
in red hot weather. The season is on—get busy. 
Just send a postal today—we'll show you how 
to make money quick. .. _

BOUND VOLUMES
per volume. Address Subset* 
SI REE I & SMITH, 79-89 Seventh

o f  I v m n .A K  M a g a z i n e  
now rva.iy, PRICE $1.50
ipt ion ] iepu n muit.
Avenue, NEW YORK CITV

7 % Bond In v e stm e n t
W ith  50 vi S to ck  Bonus

First M ortgage SI no Bonds paying 7 r< , with 
5o<,.;. Treasury Stock bonus which should pay 
substantial dividends.

This investm ent will stand strictest investigation. 
J. A. PARKER & CO., Fiscal Agents,

66 B roa d w a y , N ew  York City.

GE MS I

examination

LOOK L I K E  
D I A M O N D S

Stand acid and flro diamond test. 
So hard they easily scratch a file ami 

Mill cut g lass. Brilliancy guaran­
teed 25 years. Mounted in 14k solid gok! 

diamond mountings. Set? the in before pay­
ing. Will semi you any style ring, pin or stud for 

-all charges prepaid. No motley in mlvnne
Money refunded if not Kulisfuetory. Write today fur free cataing^

WHITE VALLEY GEM CO.. 708 Wulsb Bldg., Indianapolis

:: POCKET EDITIONS ::
u s e f u l  s c i e j  l o t s  i o <?. k a c i i .

! Sheldon's Letter Writer; SMi lc's Lover’s Guide; Woman's Secrets, | or How to Be Beautiful; Guide to Etiquette; Physical Health Cnl- • tme; Prank Mermvell’s Rook of P pmchI Development; National Dream Book; Zingara Fortune Teller; Lite Art of Boxing and Stlf- : defense; Lne Key to H pnotism; U. S. Army Physical Exercises.
Street & Smith, Publishers, 79-S9 Seventh Ave., New York

HUNTERS - -  TRAPPERS
If you want an id e a l  lamp for night fishing, trap­
ping, hunting or for work about farmer machin­
ery, send to-day for a

Baldwin Lamp
Project a a 14 candle power light 150 feet. 
Burns Acetylene Gas. Weight 6 oz. 
Height lijzj in. Can be carried In hand 
or worn oo cap or belt, leaving bolh 
ham is free. No oil, soot or glass. Ab­
solutely safe and simple. Fifty hours 
bright lie’llt costs V5r. Useful as well 
during Automobile repairing. Catalogue 
free ami instructive booklet, “ Kuotsami 
flow to Tie Them”  mailed on request.

A t  all dealers o r  by J O H N  S I M M O N S  C O . 
mad prepaid - $1.00 p ;  Leonard St. New York City

P l e a s e  m e n t i o n  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  w h e n  answering advertisements.
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FIRST BUY THE POPULAR MAGAZINE, 
THEN SEE THE “MOVIE”

THE MAN WHO DISAPPEARED

MARC M ACDERM OTT
(The actor w ho plays the leading role)

In the 
Popular 

Magazine

A  series of stories written 
by Richard Washburn Child, 
and played for the film by 
Marc MacDermott and other 
actors of the Edison Company. 
On the 7th and the 23 rd of 
each month one of the stories 
appears in the Popular Maga­
zine and on the screen at the 
same time. Without doubt, 
this is one of the most thrilling 
and absorbing series ever 
offered the public.

A t the 
Moving 
Pictures

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements.
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“ The Coast Line to Mackinac”

“ Mackinac Island Is Calling You”
Where the waters of Lake Michigan meet Lake Huron, lies this historic summer resort 
of the north country. It was never so beautiful as now. The cool breezes, the beauti­
ful scenery, the primeval woods, and smiling waters, with rowing, sailing, fishing, bathing, 
golfing and sight-seeing, furnish endless amusement for every minute of your stay. 
First class hotel accommodations and boarding houses at reasonable rates. For 
recreation and rest, Mackinac Island is the ideal spot.

SIX TRIPS WEEKLY
from Detroit to Mackinac Island. Special Steamer, two trips weekly from Cleveland 
direct to Mackinac Island, making no stops enroute except at Detroit every trip.
This is a particular steamer for particular people. No extra fare charged, and sale of tickets limited to 
sleeping capacity of steamer. Direct connections at Detroit with 
Coast Line Steamers.

Your Railroad Tickets are available for transportation on 
D. A C. Line steamers between Detroit and Buffalo or Detroit and 
Cleveland, either direction. Information regard­
ing routes and rates furnished on request. For 
illustrated pamphlet and Great Lakes map, write 
including two cent stamp to

Detroit & Cleveland Navigation Co.
14 Wayne Street,

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
PHILIP H. M cM ILLAN. Pres.
A. A SCHAN'I’Z, Vice-Pres. and Gen’ l Mgr. 
L. G. LEWIS, G en’ l Pass. Agent.

A ll D. &  C. Steamers arrive and depart from 
Hew Third Avenue W h arf, Detroit,

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Agents & Help Wanted

AGENTS, Would you take a steady 
job where you can clear 820 to 830 
weekly to start, and work up to yearly 
profits of 83,000 or more? No experi­
ence required. Sensational new sell­
ing plan. Great crew managers propo­
sition-exclusive territory. Act quick. 
E.M.Davls,Pres. R7 DavisBlk.Chicago

SILK Hose Free to Agents selling fa­
mous Triplewear guaranteed hosiery. 
Great money making proposition. 830. 
week. Write to-day. Triplewear MI 11s, 
Dep’tSlO, 13th and Sansom, Phila., Pa.

I MADE 850,000 In five years with 
a small mall order business: began 
with So. Send for free booklet. Tells 
how. Heacock, Box 717, Lockport, 
New York.

WILL Pay Reliable Man or Woman 
812.50 to distribute 100 Free pkgs. 
Perfumed Borax Soap Powder among 
friends. No money required. R. Ward 
Company, 224 Institute PL, Chicago

AGENTS—RED HOT SUMMER 
Seller—Concentrated soft drinks— 
orangeade, grape, raspberry, etc. 7 
kinds—Small package — enormous 
demand. Whirlwind sales—aston­
ishing profits. Get It quick—while 
It’s new. Write to-da.v for full par­
ticulars. American Products Co., 
3101 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio.

Agents and Help Wanted—C ontinued
HUSTLING MAN under 50 wanted 

each locality. Introduce our New 
Memberships. Spare or full time 
—850.00 to 8500.00 monthly. Address, 
The I-L-U 2030, Covington, Ivy.

Business Opportunities
BE a Detective. Earn Big Money. 

Write John J. Gilles, Licensed and 
Bonded N. Y. State Detective. Re­
tired Member N.Y.Police Dept. 22Yrs. 
Experience. 254 Huguenot St., New 
Rochelle.N.Y. Investigation solicited

Coins, Stamps, Etc.
82. to 8600. paid for hundreds of old 

coins dated before 1895. Send 10c at 
once for New Illust’d Coin Value 
Book, 4x7, showing prices we guaran­
tee to pay. Get posted. Clarke & Co., 
Coin Dealers, Box 132, Le Roy, N. Y.

Motion Picture Plays
MOTION PICTURE PLAYS wanted. 

You can write them. We teach you 
by mail. No experience needed. Big 
demand, good pay. Details free. Asso­
ciated Motion Picture Schools, 626
Sheridan Road, Chicago.___________

WRITE Moving Picture Plays: 850 
each: all or spare time; correspond­
ence course unnecessary: details free. 
Atlas Publishing Co. 313, Clncinnati.O.

Music and Song Poems
COMPOSERS — We arrange for 

piano, quartet, voice, orchestra 
(small and large), brass band, single 
songs, instrumental numbers, pro­
ductions, etc. We make specialty of 
amateur and minstrel shows, writing 
the music and lyrics and poaching. 
We are not publishers. Our terms 
are most reasonable. Al. Lesser, 
Arranging Bureau, 145 West 45th St., 
New York. _____________________

SONG POEMS WANTED. We will 
write music to your words, publish, 
advertise and copyright in your 
name. Send us your song poems or 
melodies. Instructive booklet free. 
Mark-Goldsmith Co., Dept. 15, Wash- 
ington, D. C.________________________

Patents and Lawyers
U. S. and Foreign Patents and 

Trade Marks. Free Book and opinion 
as to patentability. Joshua R. H. 
Potts, Patent Lawyer, 805 G St.,Wash­
ington; 8 Dearborn St., Chicago; 
929 Chestnut St., Philadelphia.

PATENTS SECURED OR FEE 
returned. Send sketch for free report 
as to patentability. Guide Book 
and What to Invent, with valuable 
List of Inventions Wanted, sent free. 
One Million Dollars offered for one 
Invention. Patents secured by us 
advertised free in World’s Progress, 
sample free. Victor J. Evans & Co., 
Washington, D. C.

advertisements.Please mention this magazine when answering
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You can get one of these exceptional 
cameras for as little as $5 .00

They are marvels of compactness, slipping easily into a lady’s 
hand-hag or even a boy’s pocket. They are the simplest of 
all cameras to load and operate, and they make good size 
pictures of the very first quality.

Premoette Jr. No. 1, $5.00
Weighs only 12 ounces and makes pictures 

2 } i  x  3 } i  inches in size. Fitted with Kodak 
Ball Bearing shutter, working for time, bulb 
and snap shot exposures. The lens is a menis­
cus achromatic of the very first quality, each 
one rigidly tested. The camera loads in day­
light with the Premo Film Pack o f 12 expos­
ures, it is attractively finished and covered 
with genuine grain leather. It is amply effici­
ent for all amateur photographic work under 
ordinarily favorable conditions.

The Premoette Jr. No. lA ,  similar to the 
above in every respect, but making 2 /^  x 4>X 
pictures, is supplied for $8.00.

Premoette Jr. Special, $36.00
As compact, simple and convenient as the 

regular Premoette Jr., the Special offers the 
very highest degree of photographic effi­
ciency. It is fitted with Compound shutter, 
attaining a maximum speed of second, 
and the Zeiss Kodak Anastigmat lens^-fi-S . 
This equipment places the camera on a par, 
in capabilities, with the largest, most expen­
sive cameras made.

In keeping with its quality the camera is 
finished in the richest possible manner.

The Premoette Jr. No. lA  Special, similar 
to the above, but making x 4 /^  pictures, 
is furnished for $41.00.

These cameras and many other Premos, ranging in price from  $1.50 to  $150.00, are thoroughly 
described in the Premo catalogue. G et a copy to-day from your dealer, or write us direct. I t ’s free.

Rochester Optical Division, Company, Rochester, N. Y .

Please mention this magazine when answering advertisements.



“ Camping O u t!”
In camp-de-luxe 
Or simple tent—  .
Be you millionaire man or plain fresh- 

air man
Nine-tenths of your joy of the great 

out-o’-doors
Comes from your good old pipe 
Stuffed with rich, relishable

LUCKY STRIKE
R O LL C U T TO BA C C O

The one best pal for a hike through the woods or a drowsy, 
contented evening around the camp-fire. It puts just the 
right seasoning into your day of satisfaction.

Made from the choicest old Burled Leaf—pride of the 
Blue Grass region—ripe with golden sunshine, mellow with 
age—LUCKY STRIKE for forty years has pleased the dis­
criminating judges of fine smoking tobacco.

For cigarettes: Roll your own cigarette with the new Roll 
Cut LUCKY STRIKE. You ’ll find this crumbles easily into 
the paper and makes an excellent, smooth, 
well-formed cigarette.

feuCKY STRIKE now comes in the 
handy, 5c tins, convenient for your pocket.
Alsp in 10c Tins and in 50c and $1.00 

Glass Humidors
THE AMERICAN TOBACCO COMPANY



Mr. Edison Says: I want to see a
fhonograph in every Amem an Home. **

er phonograph—the New Edison—the superb instrument that reproduces 
1 voice and all instruments with absolute fidelity—will now be sent to you 
on a free loan, so that you may try it in your own hon\e. Write today for 

our new Edison Catalog—the catalog that tells you all about the won- 
. derftil new model Edison with Mr. Edison's new diamond stylus repro- 
| ducer. It will also tell you about our NEW  Edison offer. Now read:

f Mr.Edison Y o u r  C h o i <
L  Pet and H ob b y W g  I U U i v  V  "  '
^  among all bis wonderful in- VJ t h e  J \  € W  O t y t e  S L ulSG IlS
W  mentions is bis phonograph. He N t m )  S e n t  t f i  Y f i t l  f a r
■  worked for many years striving ^ ^ ^ 9  U W  OC711 10 1  O il J  O r
■  to produce the most perfect ^ ^ ^ 9  .g - »
■  pnonograph. At last he has B  B
9  produced this new model. Send ^ ^ ^ 9  9 ^  I f  I  B  B
9  coupon for new Edison Catalog. ^ ^ ^ 9  M* A  - * — «■

I The Reason ^ 9  Here is the offer:
I  For This Offer 1 ^ 9  W e  will send you  the n ew  r
I  When you get the New Edison E d lS O I l  JU ld yo ilf ch o ice  o f  .ill the 1
■  j n y°ur wwn we know every- new records on an absolutely f r e e

B  it hasever been heard—So won- ^ ^ 9  H e a r  a l l  t h e  W a J lZ e S , t W O  S tC p S , \

I  euih“a kC,g£of«;te“ a m ? ? ™  ^ 9  evilles, minstrels, grand operas,
I  r e f u n d !  ” eo"om“ ^ L ^ 9 ^ aCired h>’mnS’ 5 ^  kind ° f C
1  body else, will wan- to b u y 9 ^ ^ H 9 a n d  popular music. Hear concert:
9  one of these n e w  s ty le  Ed- 1 j  i »
M {son's especially as they are being^^^^^^m  O p e T ciS , 2S  r e n d e r e d  l ) y  t h e  VVC
P offered now at the most astound- ^ ^ ^ 9  greatest artists. Entertain your familvaR< 

" »  rack-bottom ,r,te and on rat, f r ie n d s . T h e n  w h e n  y o „  o r e  t h r o u g h
terms only a Jew dollars a month. . ,  , / • .  j  . ,  .W ff><> CHI t  f a t  Xtnu m n  v net i t  he, e- h  n t  nnr «n

\ T o Get O ur N ew  Edison Book
T > M a i l  T h is  C o u p o n

You name and address on a 
ributors postal or in a letter, (or just
licago. 111.  ujC coupon) is enough. No obliga-
, c lions in asking for the Catalog.

m  G«  •»» offer-w h i le  this, U "  trial offer ^  o ff „  la , t , 4 Don't deity.
. Fill out the coupon today.

N am e


